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Today’s parade is sending the 
message that we are a peaceful 

people but we will never be oblivi-
ous of our defense.

President of Pakistan

Arif Alvi

PM committed to eliminate hunger through 
Ehsas Program: Info Minister

 Modi govt keeps propagating Sino phobia, seems 
reluctant to mend ties with China: experts

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan refutes 
conspiracy of 

Institutionalized Forced 
conversions: FO

RAWALPINDI
Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri has said there are no institutional-
ized forced conversions in Pakistan. Respond-
ing to media queries in a statement today 
(Tuesday), he said as per principles of Quran 
and Sunnah, forced conversion is not permis-
sible in Islam. He said most of the reported 
allegations, when investigated revealed that 
they were fictitious, politically motivated or 
based on mala fide intent of our detractors 
to malign Pakistan in the international com-
munity. A case in hand is the disclosures of 
EU DisinfoLab regarding the disinformation 
spreading network being operated by the In-
dian intelligence agencies. The Spokesperson 
said there have been few incidents of forced 
conversions by individuals and non-State ac-
tors, but there is no evidence of complicity 
of any State institution. He said all State in-
stitutions have taken swift action against the 
perpetrators whenever such case has been 
reported. Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri said that 
in some instances, the State became party 
to the case against the perpetrators in the 
Court, in order to ensure speedy and effec-
tive justice. He said foundations of our State 
are firmly laid on the principles laid down by 
our Founding Father Quaid-e-Azam and ap-
propriately reflected in our Constitution. VoM

Oil rises on hopes US stimulus will spur fuel demand
Oil rises to touch $52 after 

Trump signs aid bill
Bureau Reporter

KARACHI  
Oil rose on Tuesday as the United States 

moved towards expanding pandemic aid pay-
ments, potentially spurring fuel demand and 
stimulating economic growth, which pushed 
investors to take on more risk. Brent crude 
was up$0.72, or 1.4%, at $51.58 a barrel by 
1057 GMT, while US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude futures added $0.67, or 1.4%, to 
$48.29 a barrel. “Oil appears to be under-
pinned by the passing of the US stimulus and 
government funding omnibus legislation,” 
Oanda market analyst Jeffrey Halley said. The 
Democratic-led US House of Representatives 
voted to meet President Donald Trump’s de-
mand for $2,000 Covid-19 relief cheques on 
Monday. The Republican-controlled Senate 
will still need to vote on the measure. Global 
shares rose for a fourth straight session on 
Tuesday on the US stimulus hopes. Still, con-
cerns over coronavirus lockdowns capped 
gains. A new variant of the virus in the United 
Kingdom has led to the reimposition of move-
ment restrictions, hitting near-term demand 
and weighing on prices, while hospitalisa-
tions and infections have surged in parts of 
Europe and Africa. A January 4 meeting of 

the Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) and allies including Russia, 
a group known as OPEC+, also looms over the 
market. OPEC+ is tapering record oil output 
cuts made this year to support the market. 
The group is set to boost output by 500,000 
barrels per day (bpd) in January, and Russia 
supports another increase of the same 
amount in February. Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexander Novak said on Monday he 
expected that in 2021 there would be 5 to 6 
million bpd of additional oil demand, which 
has not fully recovered from the pandemic. 
Money managers raised their net long US 
crude futures and options positions in the 
week to December 21, the US Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission said on Monday. 
The speculator group raised its combined fu-
tures and options position in New York and 
London by 4,455 contracts to 325,787 dur-
ing the period. Oil rose to hit $52 a barrel 
on Monday as US President Donald Trump’s 

signing of a coronavirus aid package and the 
start of a European vaccination campaign 
outweighed concern about weak near-term 
demand. Europe, meanwhile, launched a mass 
vaccination drive on Sunday. Brent crude was 
up 45 cents, or 0.9 percent, at $51.74 a barrel, 
after trading as high as $52.02 and reversing 
an earlier decline. US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude added 59 cents, or 1.2 percent, 
to $48.82. “The signing of the US stimulus 
bill, with the possibility of an increased size, 
should put a floor under oil prices in a short-
ened week,” said Jeffrey Halley, analyst at bro-
ker OANDA. Oil has recovered from historic 
lows hit this year as the emerging pandemic 
hammered demand. Brent reached $52.48 on 
Dec. 18, its highest since March. But, the emer-
gence of a new variant of the virus has led 
to movement restrictions being reimposed, 
hitting near-term demand and weighing on 
prices. Oil remains vulnerable to any further 
setbacks in efforts to control the virus, said 
Stephen Innes, chief global market strategist 
at Axi, in a note. Also coming into focus will 
be a Jan. 4 meeting of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries and allies, a 
group known as OPEC+. The group is tapering 
record oil output cuts made this year to sup-
port the market. OPEC+ is set to boost output 
by 500,000 barrels per day in January. Reuters

Government is ready for talks 
with opposition in parliament 
but there will be no compro-
mise on our commitment on 

accountability            
ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan has expressed 
the resolve to eliminate hunger from the 
country by extending support to the deserv-
ing people through Ehsas Program. This was 
stated by Information Minister Syed Shibli 
Faraz, while briefing media in Islamabad this 
evening, about decisions taken by the federal 
cabinet, which met in the federal capital today 
(Tuesday) with Prime Minister Imran Khan 
in the chair. Syed Shibli Faraz said that Imran 
Khan is committed that nobody across Pakistan 
should be left hungry as welfare of backward 
segments of society is one of his top priorities. 
The Minister said the cabinet was briefed that 
anti-encroachment drive in the federal capital 
is continuing and all illegal structures will be 
removed within six months. He said the meet-
ing was also updated about Covid-19 pandemic 
situation in the country. He said with the bless-
ing of Almighty Allah, Pakistan has become 
self-sufficient in manufacturing Corona related 
equipment. The Information Minister said the 
cabinet also discussed disinformation network, 
recently unearthed by the European Union, 

against Pakistan to hit our economy, institu-
tions and spread chaos in the country. He said 
unfortunately, Pakistan Democratic Movement 
is carrying forward Indian agenda for creating 
disinformation about Pakistan. He said the gov-
ernment is seriously taking notice of all these 
things. He said opposition is intentionally or 
unintentionally pursuing Indian agenda. The 
Minister said disintegration has started amongst 
the opposition parties, which is evident from the 
fact that a group led by Maulana Muhammad 
Khan Sheerani has parted ways with the JUI-
F. Similarly, sane elements of Pakistan People’s 
Party have opposed tendering of resignations 
from the parliament. Responding to a question, 
Syed Shibli Faraz said Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has clearly described that offering NRO 
to the corrupt leaders will be a treason. He said 
government is ready for talks with opposition in 
parliament but there will be no compromise on 
our commitment on accountability. Speaking on 
the occasion, Prime Minister’s Special Assistant 
on Petroleum Division Nadeem Babar said that 
the cabinet also discussed gas situation in the 
country. He said the government has made ar-
rangements of importing 12 cargoes of LNG 
to meet the energy requirements of the next 
month. He assured that there will be no planned 
load-shedding of gas for export, domestic, and 
commercial sectors. VoM

President directs NCHD to 
take measures to ensure 

countrywide universal 
primary education in country

Govt determined to further improve 
living standard of special persons: 

President
ISLAMABAD 

President Dr Arif Alvi says the government is 
striving to uplift living standard of special per-
sons across Pakistan.Addressing a distribution 
ceremony of wheelchairs among special persons 
in Islamabad on Tuesday, he said the present gov-
ernment under the Ehsaas programme is provid-
ing financial assistance to the special persons on 
monthly basis which is receiving international 
appreciation. One hundred wheelchairs were dis-
tributed by an Azerbaijan NGO on the occasion.Dr 
Arif Alvi said the Chairman Capital Development 
Authority has assured that walking facilities for 
such people will be established on all footpaths 
of Islamabad till March next year. Speaking dur-
ing the ceremony, Azerbaijan Ambassador to 
Islamabad Ali Alizada said his country attaches 
great importance to the existing ties between the 
two countries. He thanked the President and or-
ganizers for their unmatched support.President 
Dr Arif Alvi has asked the National Commission 
for Human Development (NCHD) to work for 
promotion of universal primary education in the 
country. He said that NCHD needed to focus on 
out-of-school children by providing them formal 
and non-formal education. He stated this while 
talking to Chairman NCHD, Colonel (R) Dr Amirul-
lah Marwat, who presented the Annual Report 
of the Commission to the President, at Aiwan-e-
Sadr, today. Chairman NCHD briefed the President 
about the future plans and role of the Commis-
sion in promotion of human development and 
primary education. He informed that NCHD had 
introduced primary education in 100 madaris 
(seminaries) in Islamabad Capital Territory, Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan and erst-
while Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), 
besides training 189,000 literacy teachers/super-
visors in literacy and social mobilization.  VoM

    CPEC Media Forum becomes exchange activity 
between China-Pakistan media: Cheng Xizhong

BEIJING
A Chinese foreign ministry’s spokesperson on Tuesday 

hoped that China-Pakistan media would continue to play 
their bonding role to tell the story of cooperation and con-
solidate iron-clad friendship between the two countries. “We 
hope friends from the press in both countries will continue 
to play their bonding role to tell the story of China-Pakistan 
cooperation and consolidate our iron-clad friendship,” Wang 
Wenbin said during his regular briefing held here. He said the 
Sixth China-Pakistan Economic Corridor Media Forum, hosted 
by the Chinese embassy in Pakistan and organized by China 
Economic Net and Pakistan-China Institute, was convened 
online and offline on December 28.  “This virtual event was 
attended by around 100 participants including diplomatic 
envoys from both sides, Pakistani officials, and Chinese and 
Pakistani representatives from the media, think tanks and 
universities,” he added. He said under the theme of “Post-
epidemic China-Pakistan Media Cooperation”, attendees had 
in-depth discussions on topics such as promoting friendship 
and cooperation between China and Pakistan, and telling the 
true, mutually beneficial nature of CPEC cooperation. It is 
worth mentioning, after six years of development, the forum 
has now grown into an indispensable exchange platform 
for the Chinese and Pakistani media with the biggest influ-
ence and most remarkable achievements.Seven journalists 
were conferred with “CPEC Communication Award”. Those 
seven journalists were; Muhammad Asghar, correspondent 
of Associated Press of Pakistan in Beijing; Naveed Hussain, 

Editor (Print & Digital) Express Tribune, Shafqat Ali, Special 
correspondent of The Nation, Liu Chang, Journalist of China 
Media Group Pakistan Bureau, Tariq Sumair, Editor of INP, 
Amir Ghauri, Editor of The News, Sultan Hali, Columnist, 
writer, and author of book on China. The CPEC Media Forum 
had huge online participation of over 300,000 persons in 
Pakistan and China, including students and scholars, journal-
ists, and academics, policy-makers, think-tanks, and business 
and opinion leaders. In the six years since its establishment, 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) Media Forum 
has become the most influential exchange activity between 
the media of China and Pakistan, the two time-honoured ori-
ental nations, Cheng Xizhong visiting professor at Southwest 
University of Political Science and Law said on Tuesday. The 
6th China-Pakistan Economic Corridor Media Forum hosted 
by the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Pakistan 
and organized jointly by China Economic Net and Pakistan-
China Institute was very successfully held, he said in his article 
published by China Economic Net (CEN). VoM

China hopes media to continue play role in telling 
story of China-Pakistan cooperation: Wang Wenbin

Anti-China sentiment and related 
actions within India have not 

eased
ISLAMABAD 

Although China-India border tensions 
have eased somewhat as the two sides are 
seeking a solution through negotiations, 
the anti-China sentiment and related ac-
tions within India have not eased but keep 
simmering with more biased and hostile 
voices from some Indian scholars and 
Indian journalists, proving that New Delhi 
has no intention to control such a dangerous 
atmosphere and fix bilateral ties, Chinese ex-
perts said on Tuesday. The latest move made 
by the Indian government is “informally tell-
ing airlines not to fly Chinese nationals into 
the country” as “a retaliation” for China’s 
decision to refuse the entry of some Indian 
nationals into China for epidemic preven-
tion, according to reports from some Indian 
media outlets on Monday. Unfortunately, 
such a hostile move of New Delhi against 
China’s reasonable decision was praised by 
many nationalist Indian web users on so-
cial media networks. It’s not only nationalist 
web users who have been voicing aggressive 
comments online, some Indian politicians, 

scholars, journalists, NGO activists and reli-
gious figures are also embracing the senti-
ment of Sinopobia, pushing such sentiment 
into real action in order to harm China-India 
ties.  Chinese analysts said anti-China senti-
ment or Sinophobia is “political correctness” 
in India at the moment, and the Indian gov-
ernment has no intention to control it but 
continues to use it to cover up their failed 
handling of COVID-19 epidemic situation 
and poor economic performance this year. 
In the short term, there is no hope of fixing 
bilateral ties, they said. Brahma Chellaney, 
a scholar on geopolitics at the New Delhi-
based Center for Policy Research, is a rep-
resentative among Indian scholars who 
holds extreme hostile views against China. 
For instance, he has groundlessly accused 
China’s hydropower project on the Yarlung 
Zangbo River of using data for a “water war 

against India.” He also wrote articles for in-
ternational media to hype up China threats, 
accusing China of “exporting” COVID-19 and 
wooing countries to follow the US’ contain-
ment of China. There are many scholars or 
former officials in India who benefit from 
hyping up anti-China sentiment or the 
“China threat theory”, said Chinese experts, 
such as Chellaney, former Indian ambas-
sador to China Vijay Gokhale and defense 
commentator C Raja Mohan, because smear-
ing China or labeling China an enemy will 
get applause from the US and it serves the 
interests of Narendra Modi’s government, 
said Chinese experts. Qian Feng, director 
of the research department at the National 
Strategy Institute at Tsinghua University, 
said that Indian researchers or commen-
tators’ incitement of anti-China sentiment 
have reached fever pitch in 2020.  “The in-
dulgence of the Indian government is behind 
this anti-China fever pitch with some offi-
cials continuing to lash at China to distract 
domestic attention away from the horrible 
epidemic situation and sluggish economic 
performance,” Qian told the Global Times. 
Another reason is the ongoing talks on bor-
der issues have been followed with several 
stand-offs along the border. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has underlined 
Pakistan’s resolve to forge closer ties with 
Central Asia, covering trade, investments, en-
ergy, and people-to-people contacts. He was 
talking to Uzbekistan’s Minister for Transport 
Makhkamov Ilkham, who called on him in Is-
lamabad today (Tuesday). The Prime Minister 
particularly highlighted the importance of 
joint efforts to promote regional connectiv-
ity for economic growth and development 
of the region. In this regard, the Prime Min-
ister said that Pakistani seaports provide a 
great opportunity to Central Asian States for 
access to the Indian Ocean. The two sides 
agreed to pursue Trans-Afghan railway line 
project “Mazar-e-Sharif – Kabul – Peshawar.” 
Imran Khan supported Uzbekistan’s efforts 
to secure financing for the project by signing 
Joint Appeal Letter addressed to the heads of 
various International Financial Institutions 
by Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and Pakistan. The 
Prime Minister said highlighted Pakistan’s 
positive contribution to the Afghan peace 
process and underscored that an inclusive 

and broad-based political solution would help 
establishment of durable peace and stability 
and contribute to regional connectivity prog-
ress and prosperity. During the meeting, mat-
ters relating to bilateral relations, regional 
connectivity, and peace and security in the 
region were discussed. The Prime Minister 
underscored Pakistan’s fraternal ties with Uz-
bekistan based on common religious, historic 
and cultural bonds and reaffirmed the com-
mitment to further deepen bilateral coopera-
tion in all spheres. He recalled his last meet-
ing with Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
and stated that Pakistan looks forward to his 
visit at the earliest convenience. The Uzbek 
Minister conveyed the cordial greetings and 
best wishes of the Uzbek President and noted 
that President Mirziyoyev is looking forward 
to visiting Pakistan. On behalf of President 
Mirziyoyev, he also reiterated the invitation to 
the Prime Minister to visit Uzbekistan. He also 
reaffirmed Uzbekistan’s desire to have deeper 
bilateral trade and economic ties as well as 
enhanced connectivity with Pakistan. The 

Minister for Railways Mr. Muhammad Azam 
Khan Swati and Advisor for Commerce Mr. 
Abdul Razak Dawood were present during the 
meeting. The Uzbek Minister for Transport is 
on a one-day visit to Islamabad to discuss in 
detail rail and road cooperation from Central 
Asia to Pakistani seaports. The cabinet has 
approved establishment of Special Technol-
ogy Zone on 120 acres of land in Islamabad. 
Briefing media about the decisions taken by 
the federal cabinet, which met in Islamabad 
today (Tuesday) with Prime Minister Imran 
Khan in the chair, Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Syed Shibli Faraz said the 
cabinet also approved deployment of fron-
tier constabulary in Gilgit Baltistan for three 
years. He said FC will be deployed in Forest, 
Wild Life and Environment departments of 
GB to ensure protection of natural beauty. 
Syed Shibli Faraz said the cabinet granted ap-
proval to release 219.30 million rupees to the 
ministry of health to make recently construct-
ed Isolation Hospital and Infections Treat-
ment Center in Islamabad functional.  VoM

PM expresses determination to consolidate multilateral ties with 
Central Asia 

Cabinet accedes establishment of Special Technology Zone in Islamabad

China denounced 
propaganda about 

gradually decline in 
financial assistance to 

Pakistan
Parliament to appraise timely 

completion of CPEC projects: NA speaker
ISLAMABAD

China has rejected reports about gradually end-
ing its financial support to Pakistan pledged un-
der China- Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
Responding to a question during press briefing in 
Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Zhao Lijian said such reports are groundless and 
both countries are resolute in pushing forward the 
construction of this mega project. The spokesper-
son said the CPEC International Coordination and 
Cooperation working group held its second meet-
ing last Friday, in which both sides reiterated their 
commitment to implement the consensus reached 
by the leaders of the two countries. While from Is-
lamabad, Speaker Asad Qaiser has said that Paki-
stan is proud of its decades old all-weather unique 
friendship and strategic partnership with China. 
He said that completion of CPEC would help Paki-
stan to achieve its economic and industrial goals 
besides extending the benefits of CPEC to the re-
gion. He said that present government is commit-
ted to take that exemplary relation to new heights. 
The Speaker said this while talking to Chinese 
Ambassador Mr. Nong Rong, who called on him 
this afternoon at Parliament House, today. While 
talking to the Ambassador, the Speaker said China 
and Pakistan have cherished vibrant, friendly rela-
tions spreading over decades. He said that those 
ties were based on regional development, mutual 
trust, trade and economic cooperation. He added 
that the cooperation between both countries was 
rapidly expanding, thus it could confidently count 
on Chinese support at international and regional 
forums. He underlined the need for cementing 
parliamentary contacts for further cementing 
those ties. He agreed with the proposal for hold-
ing a virtual meeting with Chairman of the Chinese 
National People’s Congress on the 70th anniver-
sary of Pakistan-China Diplomatic relations.  VoM
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Nuclear Proliferation

I t has been over 73 years since the launch of a nuclear bomb in 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki where a huge number of individuals passed 
away and got injured. Uncovering the horrendous damaging intensity 
of atomic weapons in Japan was adequately not to persuade mankind 

to dispose of these risky weapons. However, on the contrary, their 
extraordinary destructive power increased the attractiveness of nuclear 

weapons for many states and administrators. In the next years, the Soviet 
Union, Britain, franc, and the people’s republic of china followed the US and 
began proliferating nuclear weapons. In the accompanying periods, Israel, 

India, Pakistan, and North Korea also joined the nuclear club together with their 
atomic bombs.States occupying destructive nuclear weapons has generated 
a huge debate in the international arena. According to a defensive neorealist 
Kenneth Waltz, the primary purpose of states is not to gain strength but to 

preserve their existence in an anarchical international system. He emphasizes 
the fact that the international framework rewards states that would prefer 

not to dominate other states, but rather secure the status quo. Each state can 
maintain its status quo in the system with a status quo-ist approach and toward 

the finish of this process; it can guarantee its security as a result of the overall 
influence in the worldwide framework.The arms race between nuclear states 

has been drastically increasing. According to the shreds of evidence provided by 
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, it is now obvious that the 
military expenditures have increased for both the antagonistic pairs, India and 
Pakistan which also means that both the South Asian nations have an incentive 

to expand their nuclear material production capabilities in the coming years.

How will Biden handle Latin 
America?

P resident Donald Trump has generally disregarded Latin America, 
part of a more extensive withdrawal from foreign relations that 
has had the impact of saving the locale of the turmoil that his 
administration has made when managing China, Iran, North 
Korea, or the fate of the NATO partnership. Therefore the Latin 
American pioneers have adjusted their approaches lately to rep-

resent this nonattendance of the US. administration, just as Trump’s overall 
unpredictability. Judging by Biden’s time in office as a Vice President and as 
a chairperson of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Biden’s approach 
to the region would be very different from that of Trump. Biden as a Vice 
President has visited the Latin American region a lot more frequently than 
Trump as a president. Furthermore, his endeavors to court the area’s leaders 
during Barack Obama’s administration highlight another critical fundamen-
tal of Biden’s approaches as a President: A significant piece of American 
domestic strategy relies upon steadiness along its southern border, thus the 
US ought to advance collaboration among nations, and partner with them, 
to forestall and control migration. Considering Biden’s interests in Latin 
America and his experience in the region combined with Trump’s apparent 
lack of concern for it, this offers the former Vice President an opportunity 
that the regional leaders have come to accept the flow of American engage-
ment as a condition of living next to a superpower. However, Biden could 
utilize Latin America to flag a rebuilding of Washington’s historic leadership 
initiative, utilizing his current connections and focus on multilateralism to 
solidify American supremacy in a district generally eager for a reprieve from 
long stretches of erratic diplomacy. The Latin American countries have long 
had quite a reason to distrust the US, which was itself an imperialist power 
in the region after European nations faded away. 
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Today in History

In memory of Quaid-e-Azam

The nation celebrated the 145th birth an-
niversary of the founder of Pakistan 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah on 
25th December with zeal and fervor. The 
Creation of Pakistan in a short period of 7 
years after the historic Lahore resolution 

on March 23, 1940 was a miracle of the 20th century. 
The Muslims of India suffering under the yoke of British-
Hindu combine since 1757 loved Jinnah and out of rever-
ence named him Quaid-e-Azam.Man of steel nerves and 
strong conviction, Jinnah was a man of taste, he spoke 
eloquently and dressed immaculately. None could out-
class him in arguments. The illiterate people flocking to 
his public meetings listened to his speeches delivered 
in English with rapt attention without understanding 
what he was saying. Their simple reply was, ‘whatever 
he was saying must be correct and for our good’.Jinnah 
lived all his life by a strict code of personal ethics and 
never compromised on principles. His personal sense of 
disciple was renowned and he tried to install this qual-
ity into the Muslim League and the Muslim masses that 
he was able to influence. His sharp intellect and a quick 
grasp of an unfolding situation were astounding. This 
unique gift enabled him to battle single-handed on the 
chessboard of politics against a powerful coalition of ad-
versaries and win. Achieving Pakistan in the face of stiff 
opposition from those protagonists of a United Bharat 
and the foot dragging by the British was in itself a brilliant 

feat. His personal physician had diagnosed his disease 
of tuberculosis and had cautioned him that he had not 
more than two years to live, however, Mr. Jinnah told him 
not to divulge his disease because congress and British 
could take advantage of this and stall the partition. After 
his demise on September 11, 1948, and revelation of the 
hidden disease, Mountbatten remarked that if he had any 
inkling of the deadly disease and his short life expectancy, 
he would have deferred the partition plan for some years 
and awaited his death. He knew that without him there 
was no one else who could compel him to allow the par-
tition of India and there would have been no Pakistan.
Stanley Wolpert in his book ‘Jinnah of Pakistan’said: “few 
individuals significantly alter the course of history. Fewer 
still modify the map of the world. Hardly anyone can be 
credited with creating a nation-state. Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah did all three”.Hector Bolitho in his book ‘Jinnah 
Creator of Pakistan’ narrated: “Jinnah made a forlorn 
scattered multitude into a nation”. He added, “Unlike the 
creators of other nations, such as Washington, Cavour and 
Bismarck, Jinnah achieved his aim without the support 
of an army”. R.G. Casey Governor Bengal wrote: “It is not 
too much to say that Mr. Jinnah is the only outstanding 
Muslim of all-India stature in Indian politics today…He 
is man of iron discipline and he has denied himself the 
luxury of any qualities which might loosen his concentra-
tion upon his purpose”.Lord Listowel rated Mr. Jinnah as a 
bigger political giant of the 20th century than even Gen De 
Gaulle. Harry Truman considered him as the recipient of 
the devotion of loyalty seldom accorded to any man.John 
Biggs Davison said, “Although without Gandhi, Hindustan 
would have gained independence, and without Lenin and 
Mao, Russia and China would still have endured the com-
munist revolution, however, without Jinnah there would 
have been no Pakistan in 1947”.Gordon Johnson said, “Mr. 

Jinnah set a great example to other statesmen to follow by 
his skill in negotiations, his integrity and his honesty”.The 
British author Beverly Nicholas judged Jinnah as the most 
important man in Asia because he could sway the bat-
tle this way or that as he chose. He opined that “Jinnah’s 
100 million Muslims will march to the left, to the right, to 
the front, to the rear at his bidding, and to nobody else’s. 
It’s not the same in Hindu ranks. If Gandhi goes, there is 
Nehru, or Raja Gopalachari, or Patel or a dozen others, 
but if Jinnah goes, who is there?” He further described 
the difference between Jinnah and the typical Hindu poli-
ticians saying comparison was of a surgeon and witch 
doctors. Sir Francis Mudie, Governor of Punjab who knew 
Jinnah since 1936 observed, “Jinnah impressed me more 
than anyone else I have ever met.In judging Jinnah, we 
must remember what he was up against. He had against 
him not only the wealth and brains of the Hindus, but 
also nearly the whole of British officialdom and most 
Home (England) politicians, who made the great mis-
take of refusing to take Pakistan seriously”. Sir Agha Khan 
said, “Of all the statesmen that I have known in my life, 
- Clemenceau, Lloyd George, Churchill, Curzon, Mussolini, 
Mahatma Gandhi - Jinnah is the most remarkable. None 
of these men in my view outshone him in strength of 
character”.The last Viceroy of India Lord Mountbatten 
remarked, “Jinnah never made an agreement by bowing 
down to anyone but on equal basis”.  

Tessa Thompson confirms Michael B. Jordan will direct Creed III

LONDON
Tessa Thompson has confirmed her Creed 

co-star Michael B. Jordan has been tapped 
to direct the third instalment.It was re-

ported earlier this year that The Wire 
actor was set to make his big-screen di-
rectorial debut with the third instalment 
in the Creed movie franchise, in addition 
to reprising his role as Adonis Creed.And 
in an interview with MTV News, Thompson 
reflected on Jordan’s recent t it le  of 
People’s Sexiest Man Alive as she said: “I 
haven’t talked to him about it because I’m 
gonna pretend it hasn’t happened. We’re 
gonna make another Creed very soon, and 
I don’t need the sexiest man alive to...you 
know what I mean, I just don’t need it . 
I don’t need any of it . It’s too much for 
me to shoulder. It’s too much for me to 
handle.”She then confirmed he will be 
helming the next film, by saying: “He is 
directing the next Creed. It’s going to be 
ammo, I think, for me, when he is engaging 
with me as a director.“I’m just going to tell 
him to dial down the sexiness. But we’re 
not gonna make it until later in the year. 
So who knows what happens? Another 
man will be - I don’t know if he will still be 
the Sexiest Man Alive in six months.”Creed 
III would be the ninth instalment in the 
overall Rocky franchise, which dates back 
to the 1976 original starring Sylvester 
Stallone.The first Creed movie was re-
leased in 2015 with Ryan Coogler as di-
rector. The sequel Creed II was released in 
2018 and helmed by Steven Caple Jr., with 
Jordan serving as an executive producer.

SLS Team Completes Propellant Loading 
of Core Stage During Green Run Test

CALIFORNIA
NASA and Boeing engineers success-

fully completed propellant loading dur-
ing the seventh core stage Green Run 
test, wet dress rehearsal Sunday, Dec. 
20. The massive Space Launch System 
(SLS) rocket’s tanks were loaded with 
more than 700,000 gallons of liquid 
hydrogen and liquid oxygen.Engineers 
working in the Test Control Center 
monitored all core stage systems dur-
ing the test as propellant flowed from 
six barges into the core stage in the 
B-2 Test Stand at NASA’s Stennis Space 
Center near Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. 
First looks at the data indicate the stage 

performed well during the propellant 
loading and replenish process. Part of 
the test was to simulate the countdown 
with the tanks loaded, leading up to 
33 seconds prior to the engines firing. 
However, the test ended a few minutes 
short of the planned countdown dura-
tion.The core stage and the B-2 test 
stand are in excellent condition, and it 
does not appear to be an issue with the 
hardware. The team is evaluating data 
to pinpoint the exact cause of the early 
shutdown. Then they will decide if they 
are ready to move forward with the final 
test, a hot fire when all four engines will 
be fired simultaneously.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Kashmir Premier League organized a Signing 
Event in Islamabad with Shahid Afridi Foundation 
as Charity Organization. KPL aims to align the soci-
etal development with the cricketing activity creat-
ing a platform which would positively encompass 
the people and land of Kashmir. Kashmir Premier 
League signed MOU today with the Shahid Afridi 
foundation as charity organization with the aim 
of transforming the lives unprivileged commu-
nities. Mr. Arif Malik - President KPL mentioned 
“We already have Mr. Shahid Khan Afridi on board 
as our brand ambassador for the League and he 
already has a personal association and empathy 
for Kashmir and its people”. Shahid Afridi men-
tioned that he has visited Kashmir and term it as 
the Heaven on Earth. He also said he supports the 
Kashmiri Agenda and vow the launch of Kashmir 
Premier League a brand dedicated to the region. 
Mr Shahid Afridi is willing support the league ini-
tiative as it would open doors to new opportuni-

ties for the people. Through this process KPL will 
be promoting Shahid Afridi foundation on shirt 
logos and sponsoring food drives and other CSR 
projects.On this event Ch. Shahzad Akhtar CEO – 
KPL, shared his thoughts and highlighted the im-
portance of KPL for the Kashmiri Community and 
said this will be a landmark event for the region. 
Other designated guests included Adil Waheed – 
Owner Mirpur Royal, Muhammad Arshad Khan 
Tanoli – Owner Muzaffarabad Tigers, Samar Abbas 
– Member Advisory Council KPL, Amir Nawab – 
Director Cricket Operations and Tanveer Mughal 
– Manager Cricket Operations KPL. Kashmir 
premier league is a T20 league which comprises 
of 6 teams entitled as Rawalakot Hawks, Kotli 
Panthers, Mirpur Royals, Muzaffarabad Tigers, 
Overseas Warriors and Bagh Stallions. The event 
will be executed in Muzaffarabad, Mirpur and 
Rawalpindi Cricket grounds from 1st to 10th April, 
2021. This league is an initiative to promote the 
domestic Cricket in Pakistan and highlight the tal-
ent and natural magnificence of Kashmir.

Kashmir Premier League Joins Hands with Shahid Afridi Foundation 

December-30-1908

I n post-revolutionary Russia, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) is 
established, comprising a confederation 
of Russia, Belorussia, Ukraine, and the 
Transcaucasian Federation (divided in 
1936 into the Georgian, Azerbaijan, and 

Armenian republics). Also known as the Soviet 
Union, the new communist state was the succes-
sor to the Russian Empire and the first country 
in the world to be based on Marxist socialism.
During the Russian Revolution of 1917 and subse-
quent three-year Russian Civil War, the Bolshevik 
Party under Vladimir Lenin dominated the so-
viet forces, a coalition of workers’ and soldiers’ 
committees that called for the establishment of 
a socialist state in the former Russian Empire. 
In the USSR, all levels of government were con-
trolled by the Communist Party, and the party’s 
politburo, with its increasingly powerful general 
secretary, effectively ruled the country. Soviet 
industry was owned and managed by the state, 
and agricultural land was divided into state-run 
collective farms.In the decades after it was es-
tablished, the Russian-dominated Soviet Union 
grew into one of the world’s most powerful and 
influential states and eventually encompassed 15 

republics–Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Belorussia, 
Uzbekistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, 

Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. In 1991, the Soviet 
Union was dissolved following the collapse of its 
communist government.

USSR established

The writer is retired Brig Gen, war veteran, 
defence & security analyst, international col-
umnist, Chairman Tinkers Forum Pakistan, 
Director Measac Research Centre, Member 
CWC PESS & Member Veteran Think Tank; 

Member Council TJP.
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Lebanese singer Yara an-
nounced as UNICEF’s new 

regional ambassador

DUBAI
Lebanese pop singer Yara has been appointed by 
UNICEF as the regional ambassador for the Middle 
East and North Africa, the humanitarian aid organiza-
tion shared this week on their Instagram account. “I 
am just delighted to receive this appointment with 
UNICEF,” Yara said in a released statement. “I look 
forward to working with my friends at UNICEF to 
advance children’s issues across the region.” The cer-
emony was held on an online video conference. In her 
new role, the star will focus on UNICEF’s efforts to 
supply more people with credible information related 
to COVID-19 and related health and prevention meas-
ures, the organization said.  Yara started her musi-
cal career in 1998 after winning the television talent 
competition “Kass El-Noujoum.” In 2006, she joined 
singer Fadl Shaker in a duet called “Khedni Ma’ak.” 
In 2009, she joined Jean-Marie Riachi for the album 
“Belaaks” with the song “Shefto min biid” (“I Saw 
Him”) in Lebanese dialect. So far, she has released 
six albums with songs in different dialects in Arabic, 
making her extremely popular in different parts of 
the region. VoM

Malala Yousafzai to attend 
2021 Emirates Airline 
Festival of Literature

DUBAI
Pakistani activist and Nobel Prize winner Malala 
Yousafzai is among a steallar list of authors set to 
appear at the Emirates Airline Festival of Literature 
taking place in 2021. Organizers announced the full 
lineup of authors on Tuesday, with Yousafzai set to be 
joined by authors Elif Shafak, Amin Maalouf , Lemn 
Sissay and more.  The event is scheduled to take place 
from Jan. 29 to Feb. 13 at three different locations 
in Dubai: Jameel Art Centre, Inter Continental Dubai 
Festival City and Alserkal Avenue, as well as virtually.  
The Emirates Airline Festival of Literature is known for 
bringing together an array of celebrated names in the 
literature world under one roof.  VoM

Model Shanina Shaik jets 
to Ghana 

DUBAI
Although the COVID-19 pandemic has restricted interna-
tional travel this year, model Shanina Shaik has managed 
to get in her fair share of trips abroad. And now, Shaik, who 
is of Saudi, Pakistani, Australian and Lithuanian descent, 
is adding Ghana to the list of countries she has visited in 
2020.  Although it is unclear whether the catwalk star is 
traveling for work or for personal reasons, she seems to be 
enjoying her first few days in the West African country. The 
Victoria’s Secret model shared a short clip with her 2.2 mil-
lion Instagram followers on her Stories section showing the 
streets of Accra, the capital of Ghana. On her first night, the 
Melbourne-born beauty wore a black thigh-length dress by 
London-based brand Rat & Boa.  The 29-year-old model ac-
cessorized her look with hoop earrings, matching bracelets, 
a gold chain necklace and a sparkling diamond ring. Her 
hair was slicked back in a bun to highlight her signature 
simple makeup look — smoked out eyes, a light dusting of 
bronzer on the cheek bones and a rose-tinged pout.  Earlier 
this year, Shaik spent some time in Ibiza where she was self-
isolating with her partner, London-based company director 
Seyed Payam Mirtorabi.  Last month, she revealed she was 
preparing for lockdown in London after her return from 
Cyprus. VoM

Bureau Reuter
MELBOURNE  

Twenty-time Grand Slam champion Roger 
Federer will miss the Australian Open for 
the first time in his career as he continues 
his recovery from two rounds of knee sur-
gery, organizers said Monday. The 39-year-
old Swiss has been out of action since 
February but recently resumed training 
and was on the entry list for year’s open-
ing Grand Slam, which will make a delayed 
start on Feb. 8. Federer, a huge favorite with 

the Melbourne crowds, hasn’t missed the 
Australian Open since his debut in 2000, 
winning the trophy six times. “In the end 
Roger ran out of time to get himself ready 
for the rigors of a Grand Slam and he’s 
very disappointed he won’t be coming 
to Melbourne in 2021,” said tournament 
chief Craig Tiley. “We wish him all the best 
as he prepares for his comeback later in 
the year and look forward to seeing him in 
Melbourne in 2022.” Federer sat out most 
of the COVID-disrupted 2020 season after 
losing to Novak Djokovic in the Melbourne 
semis in January, his last competitive match. 
He underwent keyhole surgery on his right 
knee in February, before needing a follow-
up operation and calling off his season to re-
cover. The Swiss could only watch as Rafael 
Nadal matched his all-time men’s record of 
20 Grand Slam singles titles with a 13th vic-
tory at the French Open. Federer will now 
concentrate on getting himself ready for the 
rest of the 2021 season, which includes the 
Tokyo Olympics and the chance of his first 

singles gold medal. “He has made strong 
progress in the last couple of months with 
his knee and his fitness,” his agent Tony 
Godsick said in a statement. “I will start 
discussions this coming week for tourna-
ments that begin in late February and then 
start to build a schedule for the rest of the 
year,” Godsick added. Federer’s absence will 
be felt at the Australian Open, despite a top-
quality field led by world No. 1s Djokovic 
and Ashleigh Barty. US superstar Serena 
Williams, Federer’s contemporary at 39, is 
also on the entry list as she again attempts 
to equal Margaret Court’s record of 24-time 
Grand Slam singles titles. Federer’s with-
drawal comes as former world No. 1  Andy 
Murray, a five-time Australian Open finalist, 
was given a wildcard entry. Tiley welcomed 
the 33-year-old back to the tournament, two 
years after his first-round exit prompted 
fears his career was at an end.“Seeing him 
come back, having undergone major sur-
gery and built himself back up to get onto 
the tour again, will be a highlight,” Tiley said.

Staff Report
Mount Maunganui

Azhar Ali (34*) and Fawad Alam 
(21*) held their nerves calm as 
Pakistan survived to reach 71-3 
at stumps on day 4 against New 
Zealand. Needing 373 runs to 
win the opening Test, Pakistan 
started their batting poorly 
with openers Abid Ali and Shan 
Masood getting out for naught. 
Haris Sohail and Azhar Ali sup-
ported Pakistan from 0-2 to 37-2 
but their partnership couldn’t 
last long as Haris fell prey to 
Tim Southee after scoring 9 
runs. Then, Azhar and Fawad 
got their hands on New Zealand 
bowlers and the duo scored 34 
runs together so far while chas-
ing 373 runs. They need 302 
runs to win on the last day of the 

opening Test. Southee bagged 
two wickets while Trent Boult 
struck once as New Zealand took 
three early wickets to maintain 
their supremacy on the score-
board. Boult removed Abid 
while Southee dismissed Shan 
for naught to have Pakistan two 
down for four runs at tea, still 
needing 369 runs with four ses-
sions remaining. Earlier, New 
Zealand declared at 180 for five, 
half-an-hour before tea. Openers 
Tom Blundell and Tom Latham 
put on 111 for the first wicket. 
Blundell was bowled out for 64 
trying to slog Mohammad Abbas 
over midwicket. Latham reached 
his 20th Test fifty with a cover-
drive but he was dismissed soon 
after for 53 when Pakistan suc-
cessfully switched to a short-ball 

attack. Kane Williamson went 
for 21 when he top-edged a pull 
shot to wicketkeeper Mohammad 
Rizwan, and Henry Nicholls 
was caught at fine leg for 11. 
BJ Watling was run out for five, 
leaving Ross Taylor not out 12 
and Mitchell Santner on six at 
the close. For Pakistan, Naseem 
Shah took three for 55.

Benchmark KSE-100 index falls 
392.01 points to settle at 43,282.27

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The Pakistan Stock Exchange endured a tumultu-
ous session on Tuesday as the discovery of a new 
variant of Covid-19 in Pakistan dented investors’ 
sentiment and pulled the benchmark KSE-100 
index down by 392 points. During the trading ses-
sion at the stock market, the country confirmed 
three cases of the new coronavirus variant, recently 
detected in the United Kingdom, among returnees 
from the European nation. Earlier, trading began with 
a spike and the index maintained the momentum till 
midday. However, shortly afterwards, the news of 
discovery of Covid-19 variant in Karachi broke out 
and at that point, panic selling emerged as investors 
offloaded stocks in haste. The selling spree caused a 
steep decline in the market and it closed the day in 
negative territory. At close, the benchmark KSE-100 
index recorded a decrease of 392.01 points, or 0.9%, 
to settle at 43,282.27 points. Arif Habib Limited, in 
its report, stated that the market was dominated by 
mark-to-market activity by institutions (as Tuesday’s 
settlement falls on December 31) as well as partly 
due to profit-booking. Stocks having high weightage 
in the index like Oil and Gas Development Company, 
Pakistan Petroleum, HBL, UBL and MCB Bank traded 
at or near the price levels recorded at the end of 

September 2020. It said investors resorted to profit-
booking in exploration and production, banking, 
cement, power and fertiliser sectors in a bid to buy 
back shares at lower rates. Cases of a new strain of 
the coronavirus also caused concern among inves-
tors, the report said. Overall, trading volumes rose to 
503.1 million shares compared with Monday’s tally 
of 463.4 million. The value of shares traded during 

the day was Rs20.96 billion. Shares of 400 companies 
were traded. At the end of the day, 140 stocks closed 
higher, 241 declined and 19 remained unchanged. 
Unity Foods was the volume leader with 41.3 million 
shares, gaining Rs1.1 to close at Rs31.62. It was fol-
lowed by K-Electric with 38.1 million shares, losing 
Rs0.05 to close at Rs4.02 and Pak Refinery with 32 
million shares, gaining Rs0.04 to close at Rs21.66. 

Bureau Report
STOCKHOLM 

The year 2021 could be a do-or-die 
year for Europe’s efforts to catch up 
with China and the US in rolling out 
super-fast fifth-generation (5G) tele-
coms networks. The mission to intro-
duce the technology, which ultimately 
promises internet speeds up to 20 
times faster than today, could be cru-

cial to how competitively the continent 
emerges from the economic ruins of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Mindful of 
this, the European Union is funneling 
a fifth of its €750-billion ($914 billion) 
recovery fund to improve countries’ 
digital capabilities. European mobile 
operators have long been reluctant to 
start investing in 5G networks, which 
could support smart factories and 

self-driving cars, because of a lack of 
political clarity about whether they 
must accede to US demands to exclude 
leading equipment supplier Huawei 
and other Chinese vendors. But en-
couraged by the EU financial commit-
ment to the technology in this area, at 
a time when the US administration is 
changing, and fearful of falling further 
behind globally, the industry is prepar-
ing to plow ahead in 2021. “Europe 
is, unfortunately, behind,” Pekka 
Lundmark, chief executive of Finnish 
network equipment maker Nokia, told 
Reuters. But the rollout “is accelerat-
ing already and in 2021 I think it will 
gather more speed in most countries.” 
Swedish equipment maker Ericsson 
forecasts Europe’s 5G coverage should 
grow from around 1 percent of mobile 
subscriptions across the continent 
in 2020, to 55 percent in Western 
countries and 27 percent in central 

and eastern states over the next five 
years, underpinning a longed-for eco-
nomic recovery. Yet it is the mobile 
operators who must pay companies 
like Ericsson, Nokia and Huawei bil-
lions of dollars for the 5G equipment.
The EU agreed on its rescue package 
in July, and companies started drawing 
up digital plans. “We spent the whole 
summer since the announcement 
working to set out tangible projects,” 
said Jose Maria Alvarez-Pallete, CEO 
of Spanish operator Telefonica. A 
European Commission spokeswoman 
said the first payments could be made 
in the summer of 2021. Among vari-
ous digital projects, Telefonica calcu-
lates the funds could help cover all 
of Spain with fast fiber-optic internet 
and extend standalone 5G — capable 
of giving the highest performance — 
to around 85 percent of the country 
by 2025.

Europe plots catch-up in global 5G race

Support granted for 
M&As among health-

care SMEs
Bureaau Report

Dubai 
The Saudi Council of Cooperative 

Health Insurance’s (CCHI) board 
of directors approved a plan to 
support mergers and acquisitions 
(M&As) among the small and 
medium-sized healthcare services 
providers. The plan, which was 
set in coordination with the Saudi 
Central Bank (SAMA), aims to en-
hance the competitive environment 
in line with a specified methodol-
ogy. This came during CCHI’s board 
of directors meeting held Sunday 
via videoconferencing, under the 
chairmanship of the Minister of 
Health Tawfig Al-Rabiah. On the 
other hand, CCHI’s board of direc-
tors nodded to implementing phase 
one of its UniPlat Program (Nafis) 
for the exchange of medical insur-
ance transactions electronically, 
starting from January 1, 2021. The 
implementation of the first phase 
of ‘Nafis’ platform will reflect posi-
tively on service providers, insur-
ance firms and beneficiaries, and 
will also help save time and proce-
dures through technology invest-
ment, said Othman Al-Qasabi, the 
official spokesman of CCHI and 
executive director for enablement 
and specialized supervision. The 
council also approved the 2021 
operational plan and budget, along 
with CCHI’s budget for off-budget 
healthcare services; thus coping 
with the council’s strategy 2020-
2024, which targets enabling ben-
eficiaries to receive full healthcare 
services and protection.

Bureau Report
JEDDAH

Enterprises and small and medium-sized 
businesses (SMBs) were more likely to be 
able to mitigate the financial damage caused 
by data breaches if they promptly inform 
their clients and the public, according to 
new research from cybersecurity solutions 
firm Kaspersky. The company’s latest IT 
security economics report on how busi-
nesses could minimize the cost of a data 
breach, showed a link between the way a 
data breach was disclosed and the total fi-
nancial losses of an organization following 
a cybersecurity incident. Organizations that 
took ownership of the situation could save 
up to 38 percent of the financial damage, 
while those that failed to do so risked more 
severe financial, as well as reputational, 
consequences. For instance, web services 
provider Yahoo! was subject to the largest 
data breach on record when digital attacks 
stole personal information from about 3 
billion Yahoo! accounts in 2013 and 2014. 
The company was fined for not notifying 
clients and investors. Uber was also fined 
for allegedly covering up a data breach the 
ride-share service experienced in late 2016, 

affecting personal information belonging 
to more than 57 million customers and 
drivers. Instead of reporting the incident, 
Uber paid the perpetrators $100,000 in 
exchange for their silence and did not an-
nounce the breach until November 2017. 
This incident resulted in a $148 million 
fine. The Kaspersky report said that costs 
for enterprises that disclosed a breach were 
estimated at $983,000 in the Middle East, 
Turkey, and Africa (META) region. In com-
parison, those that had an incident leaked to 
the media suffered $1.579 million in damage 
costs. The same applied to SMBs operating 
in the META region. Those that voluntarily 

informed their audiences about a breach 
experienced 19 percent less financial 
damage than those whose incidents were 
leaked to the press – $105,000, compared 
to $130,000. Out of those experiencing a 
data breach, 53 percent of businesses in 
the META region proactively disclosed the 
incident, 26 percent had their leak exposed 
to the media, and 21 percent of organiza-
tions did not disclose it at all. Although 
enterprises that managed not to disclose 
the incident experienced minimal conse-
quences, this approach was considered far 
from ideal as they were at risk of losing even 
more if a cybersecurity-related incident was 
revealed to the public against their inten-
tions. Moreover, risks were especially high 
for companies that failed to immediately 
detect an attack. The report revealed that 
around 30 percent of SMBs that took over a 
week to discover a breach saw it exposed in 
the press, compared to none if the breaches 
were immediately detected. Early detection 
could lower financial losses by 32 percent 
for enterprises and 17 percent for SMBs. 
The report surveyed more than 5,200 IT 
and cybersecurity practitioners across 31 
countries in June.

Honesty best policy to reduce financial cost of security 
breaches: Cyber solutions firm

Bureau Report
LONDON

A much-changed Leicester 
moved up to second in the 
Premier League thanks to 
Harvey Barnes’ late equalizer in 
a 1-1 draw at Crystal Palace on 
Monday. Wilfried Zaha’s stun-
ning near post volley put the 
Eagles in front against the run 
of play after Kelechi Iheanacho 
had a first half penalty saved 
for Leicester. With little over 48 
hours rest between the Foxes’ 
2-2 draw with Manchester 
United on Saturday and the trip 
to Selhurst Park, Leicester boss 
Brendan Rodgers made seven 
changes with Jamie Vardy and 
Youri Tielemans among those left 
on the bench. Both were intro-
duced midway through the sec-
ond half and Leicester’s pressure 
was rewarded with an equalizer 
when Barnes fired in a low shot 
from the edge of the box for his 
eighth goal of the season. Despite 
the upheaval of missing many of 
their star names, Leicester were 
still the better side and will rue 
not taking their chances before 
the break as they missed out 
on closing the gap to Liverpool 
at the top of the table to just 
one point. Iheanacho was given 
a rare start with 33-year-old 
Vardy rested, but the Nigerian 
did little to further his case for 
more game time. James Tomkins 
brought down Foxes defender 
Luke Thomas inside the area 
on 19 minutes and with Vardy 
and Tielemans not on the pitch, 
Iheanacho took responsibility 
from the spot. However, the for-
mer Manchester City striker re-

mains without a Premier League 
goal this season as he was un-
able to beat Vicente Guaita who 
produced a fine save to his left. 
Dennis Praet also blazed a glo-
rious chance over after Ayoze 
Perez’s deflected cross came 
back off the crossbar. Palace 
had conceded 10 goals without 
reply in their last two games to 
Liverpool and Aston Villa. But 
Roy Hodgson’s men started the 
second half with much better in-
tent and got their reward in the 
58th minute when Zaha fired 
them ahead. Andros Townsend’s 
cross to the back post picked 
out the Ivorian, who connected 
sweetly on the volley to beat 
Kasper Schmeichel at his near 
post. Vardy was summoned 
from the bench to find the Foxes 
a route back into the game, but 
instead it was the in-form Barnes 
who scored an excellent equal-
izer as he wriggled clear of a 
number of Palace challenges 
before firing into the bottom 
corner. Leicester could have 
gone on to win the game in the 
final stages as Perez blazed over 
a good chance from the edge of 
the box. But a point at least en-
sures they will end the year in 
the top four. 

Covid-19 strain wipes out gains at PSX

Federer out of Australian Open after knee surgery

Leicester edge up to 
second with draw at 

Crystal Palace

Azhar, Fawad at crease as Pakistan need 
302 runs to win on last day
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NEW YORK 

Wall Street struggled on Tuesday to 
build on the previous session’s record 
closing highs and crude oil gained 
ground as investors looked to Wash-
ington for signs that an enhanced 
stimulus package would pass a Sen-
ate vote. The S&P 500 and the Dow 
pared early gains and the Nasdaq was 
flat as market participants balanced 
near-term challenges with longer-
term hopes for economic recovery 
and a return to healthy demand. “You 
have government economic assistance 
coupled with Brexit, which is push-
ing stocks up in Europe, Britain and 
the U.S.,” said Peter Tuz, president of 
Chase Investment Counsel in Charlot-
tesville, Virginia. “But you have the 
$2000 bonus passing the House and 
if the Senate doesn’t, they look like 
Grinches. “You have to take these days 
between the holidays with a grain of 
salt because there’s limited liquidity,” 
Tuz added. The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives voted on Monday to meet 
President Donald Trump’s demand for 
$2,000 direct payments to Americans 
as part of the recently signed fiscal 
relief bill, sending the measure to the 

Republican-controlled Senate. Vac-
cine trials and distribution gather mo-
mentum around the world as global 
COVID-19 cases here surpass 81 mil-
lion and deaths approach 1.8 million. 
In the United States, there have been 
more than 19 million cumulative cases 
and nearly 335,000 deaths. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average fell 21.86 
points, or 0.07%, to 30,382.11, the 
S&P 500 gained 3.27 points, or 0.09%, 
to 3,738.63 and the Nasdaq Compos-
ite dropped 1.91 points, or 0.01%, to 
12,897.51. European stocks extended 
their year-end rally in the wake of the 
Brexit trade deal and as the European 
Union vaccination program got under-
way. The pan-European STOXX 600 
index rose 0.80% and MSCI’s gauge of 
stocks across the globe gained 0.51%. 
Emerging market stocks rose 1.01%. 
MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pacific 
shares outside Japan closed 0.98% 

higher, while Japan’s Nikkei rose 
2.66%. Crude prices advanced on the 
prospect of expanded pandemic aid, 
which could boost demand and spur 
economic growth. U.S. crude rose 
1.15% to $48.17 per barrel and Brent 
was last at $51.41 per barrel, up 1.06% 
on the day. U.S. Treasury yields were 
little changed in choppy trading, and 
the yield curve was slightly steeper 
as investors awaited the Senate’s re-
sponse to the higher stimulus check 
approved by the House. Benchmark 
10-year notes last fell 1/32 in price 
to yield 0.9347%, from 0.933% late 
on Monday. The 30-year bond last fell 
5/32 in price to yield 1.675%, from 
1.669% late on Monday. The dollar 
dipped and the euro gained ground 
as fiscal aid and the Brexit trade deal 
prompted forex traders to favor riskier 
currencies. The dollar index fell 0.41%, 
with the euro up 0.25% to $1.2244. 
The Japanese yen strengthened 0.22% 
versus the greenback at 103.58 per 
dollar, while Sterling was last trading 
at $1.3496, up 0.35% on the day. Gold 
prices advanced as the dollar weak-
ened on the prospect of more robust 
stimulus payments. Spot gold added 
0.4% to $1,878.58 an ounce. Reuters

It is not just COVID-19 that is 
killing people but also societal 

inequalities: Dr. Mark Ryan
NEW YORK 

The “fragile” world needs to get its act 
together and honor those who have died 
by getting better at fighting COVID-19 be-
cause “the next pandemic may be more 
severe,” Dr. Mike Ryan, head of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) Emergen-
cies Program, said on Monday. In the 
WHO’s final COVID-19 press conference 
of the year, attended by Arab News, he 
and other senior officials warned that the 
virus is “not necessarily the big one.” It is 
not just the virus, however, that is killing 
people, said Ryan. “It’s underprivilege. 
It’s lack of access. It’s years and years of 
living with health conditions that haven’t 
been properly managed because of the 
color of your skin, your ethnicity or your 
social group,” he added. “This is still a 
deeply unfair, deeply inequitable world.” 
He said COVID-19 has “ripped away the 
bandage from an old wound this society 
has,” which is its refusal to deliver the 
basic human right of healthcare to the 
most downtrodden. Epidemiologist Ma-
ria van Kerkhove, the WHO’s technical 
lead on COVID-19, said countries that 
had experienced other infectious-disease 
outbreaks have handled the current pan-
demic better than other, higher-income 

countries. “We’re all kind of fed up with 
this and we want this to be over,” she 
added. “This should push us even further, 
to have even more resolve to end this 
pandemic. We can’t lose this battle now.” 
Van Kerkhove joined WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus in calling for the 
world to be better prepared for the next 
health crisis by providing innovative tech-
nology to healthcare workers, informing 
and engaging citizens, and ensuring fair 
and equitable distribution of the treat-
ments and vaccines developed this year. 
“History tells us that COVID-19 isn’t the 
last pandemic,” said Ghebreyesus, adding 
that the WHO continues to discover new 
things about the virus every day, includ-
ing the transmissibility of new variants, 
their capacity to make people sick, and 
their potential impact on available thera-
peutics or vaccines. “Only if countries are 
testing effectively will you be able to pick 
up variants and adjust strategies to cope,” 
he said. “We must ensure that countries 
aren’t punished for transparently sharing 
new scientific findings.” Looking back on 

an unprecedented year, Ghebreyesus said 
the pandemic has made clear that “health 
isn’t simply a byproduct of development 
or a luxury for those who can afford it. 
It’s the foundation of social, economic 
and political stability.” While he praised 
tremendous advances in medical care, he 
insisted that “the most effective invest-
ments are in relatively cheap, essential 
public health functions like immuniza-
tion, surveillance, lab capacity, infection 
prevention and control, health control, 
improved water and sanitation. These 
public health basics can be the difference 
between a local outbreak that’s quickly 
controlled and a global pandemic.” He 
added: “History tells us COVID-19 won’t 
be the last pandemic. We must learn the 
lessons it’s teaching us and we must be 
prepared.” Sunday was the first Inter-
national Day of Epidemic Preparedness. 
Ghebreyesus recalled how last year, the 
Global Preparedness Monitoring Board 
had warned that the world remains dan-
gerously unprepared for a pandemic, and 
said this time “if we fail to prepare, we’re 
preparing to fail.” Ryan said vaccinations 
do not guarantee that infectious diseases 
will be rooted out, and talk of eradica-
tion of the virus is premature.He urged 
societies to focus on getting back to full 
strength rather than on the “moonshot of 
eradication.” Reuters

Pakistan’s Armed Forces had never 
indulged in politics, neither it was 

nor to be, adding “It was, is and will 
remain with democracy

ISLAMABAD 
Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 
Monday said the government had not yet 
decided to establish the ‘Reception Camps’ 
for the so-called long march of Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM), an 11-party 
alliance against the democratically elected 
government. “We will decide about this af-
ter the date is announced by the PDM [for 
long march. We have not held any meeting 
yet to decide that when and where the ‘Re-
ception Camps’ have to be set up,” he said 
while talking to media persons after chairing 
a meeting here at the Chief Commissioner 
Office. However, he said, unnecessarily po-
lice pickets had recently been removed 
from different areas of the capital, adding 
that at the same sites police vehicles would 
be stationed for maximum facilitation to 
the commuters and citizens. Sheikh Rashid 
said co-chairman of Pakistan People’s Party 
Asif Ali Zardari had talked about filling the 
jails on Sunday’s rally, but he spent most of 

his sentenced time in hospitals instead of 
prison. The minister said Zardari had done 
his Ph.D in criminology; and he knew the 
hardship faced in jails and avoid it through 
different tactics. He said opposition parties 
just wanted clearance in their NAB cases, 
expressing confidence that they would not 
only participate in the upcoming Senate 
elections, but also review the decision of 
tendering resignations of their parliamen-
tarians. Commenting on a question about 
confirmation of resignation by PML-N’s 
MNA Murtaza Javed Abbasi, the minister was 
of the view that Murtaza would deny about 
sending his resignation to the Speaker Na-
tional Assembly. Sheikh Rashid said as per 
law only the handwritten resignations duly 
signed by the members and having required 
details, were considered for further neces-
sary action, adding that all ‘typed or com-
puterized’ resignations had not legal status. 
Replying to a question, the Interior Minister 
said all religious seminaries working in the 
federal capital were imparting the education 
to students in a true spirit without any in-
volvement in extra-curriculum activities. He 
said the PML-N leadership had been serving 
dictator Zia-ul-Haq for personal gains.VoM

Media houses of the two countries should under-
take a fair and objective assessment of BRI and 

highlight its universal legitimacy
BEIJING 

Pakistan Ambassador to China, Moin ul Haque on Monday 
said that enhanced media cooperation between Pakistan and 
China would help two countries to evolve a correct and objec-
tive narrative of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
and Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) for both domestic and in-
ternational audience. It is imperative for media organizations 
and opinion-makers of the two countries to devise a concerted 
and sustained media strategy to expose ill intentions of ad-
versaries and highlight success and significance of CPEC. He 
made these remarks while addressing 6th CPEC Media Forum 
hosted and organized by the Chinese Embassy in Islamabad, 
China-Economic Net and Pakistan China Institute. Ambassa-
dor Haque pointed out that despite BRI’s universal success 
and CPEC’s visible and tangible dividends for Pakistan, some 
voices in certain countries have taken a highly prejudiced view 
of CPEC to undermine its accomplishments and obfuscate its 
future possibilities and expansion. They resort to wishful dis-
tortion of facts and fabrication of lies. “It is ironical that this 
propaganda is spearheaded by those who claim to be the flag-
bearers of economic integration, regional connectivity and 
transparency and openness,”he added. He proposed that the 
media houses of the two countries should undertake a fair 
and objective assessment of BRI and highlight its universal 

legitimacy and success for spurring economic growth and de-
velopment in partner countries. “And at the same time, the dis-
course on CPEC should particularly bring to fore its concrete 
and tangible achievements for addressing Pakistan’s energy 
crisis, expansion of our development infrastructure and role in 
socio-economic prosperity for people of Pakistan, “he added. 
He suggested that media should galvanise public support for 
bilateral relations, educate masses about the historic signifi-
cance of bilateral friendship and its strategic importance for 
both countries, adding, “No media strategy is successful with-
out stirring hearts of our peoples to the symphony of friend-
ship.” Emphasising a need of expanding bilateral cultural 
linkages and people-to-people ties, he said that special media 
campaigns to advance our historical experiences, common 
Asian values and cultural affinities should be initiated. VoM

Indian Army engaged in 
heinous humanitarian 

crimes in IIOJK

Pakistan reaffirms 
commitment for 

development of Afghanistan: 
Religious Minister

BEIJING
A 12-member African Union delegation, 
led by President Djibouti National Parlia-
ment and Acting Chairman of AU Muham-
mad Ali Houmed, is arriving Islamabad 
today (Tuesday).  According to a press 
release of the Senate of Pakistan, the Na-
vel Chief of Djibouti will also accompany 
the high level African Parliamentary del-
egation. The delegation is visiting Paki-
stan on the invitation of Chairman Senate 
Muhammad Sadiq Sinjrani and will hold 
important meetings with the President, 
Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, Speaker 
National Assembly, Army Chief, Navel 
Chief and President Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir. Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani 
said this visit of high powered delega-
tion is of utmost importance to strength-
en parliamentary relations between 
Pakistan and African Parliaments.  VoM

Mashal Malik has urged the global community to 
act responsibly against India’s ‘war crimes’ in the 

illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir
MIRPUR

President Azad Jammu and Kashmir Sardar 
Masood Khan has regretted the silence of the 
so-called human rights champion even after 
the Indian occupation army itself has confessed 
that it had killed the ordinary civilians in 
fake encounters in occupied Kashmir and 
declared them terrorists. In a statement, he 
said most of the encounters taking place in the 
held territory are fake in which the Kashmiri 
youth and the common civilians were killed 
by declaring them terrorists. AJK President 
said it is no longer a secret that the Indian 
Army is engaged in naked terrorism and 
ethnic cleansing of innocent Kashmiris in the 
occupied region. The human rights activist and 
wife of Kashmiri leader Yasin Malik, Mashal 
Malik has urged the global community to act 
responsibly against India’s ‘war crimes’ in 
the illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
Talking to a Private news channel, she said, it 
is highly unfortunate that India has illegally 
detained Kashmiri political leadership and is 
playing dirty games to suppress the indigenous 
freedom movement .  On the same issue, 
Chairman Kashmir Committee Shehryar Khan 
Afridi says the Indian army officer charged 
in Shopian fake encounter case should be 
penalized in accordance with international 
laws. He stated this in his reaction on the 
recent charge sheet filed by police of Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir against 
an Indian Army officer and two others in the 
Shopian fake encounter case that led to killings 
of three Kashmiri civilians in July. Shehryar 
Afridi urged the world to act against Indian 
‘war crimes’ in the illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir and stop the occupation forces 
from grave human rights violations there. 
While quoting the charge sheet, he said it 
clearly indicated that the Indian occupation 
forces martyred innocent Kashmiri youth to 
discredit Pakistan.Likewise, In a statement, 
Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri said the revelations that weapons 
were planted on the bodies of the Kashmiri 
laborers martyred in Kashmir to make it look 
as though they were armed fighters in a staged 
gun battle are only a tip of the ice-berg of 
Indian crimes against the Kashmiri people. VoM

MIRPUR  
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi says Pakistan is not facing 
any pressure to recognize Israel. In a 
statement, he said Pakistan’s stance 
on Israel is clear, and we stick to it. 
The Minister said Pakistan and Sau-
di Arabia have deep, historical and 
fraternal ties. He said a high level 
Saud delegation, including the Sau-
di Foreign Minister, will be visiting 
Pakistan soon, which reflects that 
Pakistan-Saudi Arabia relations are 
further strengthening. Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi said India is using its 
land against Pakistan. He said India 
is training terrorists and sponsoring 
banned organizations. He said the 
EU DisinfoLab has unveiled India’s 
nefarious designs about Pakistan.
Referring to the opposition’s protest 
campaign, the Minister said the op-
position’s narrative to bring the gov-
ernment under pressure has become 
ineffective. He said Prime Minister 
Imran Khan enjoys public support; 
therefore, why he should resign on 
the desire of the PDM.   Pakistan reit-
erates its call for independent inqui-

ry under international scrutiny into 
the extra-judicial killing of three in-
nocent Kashmiri labourers in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK). The three Kashmiri la-
bourers were martyred by the Indian 
occupation forces in staged encoun-
ter in July 2020 in Shopian where 
they had come to work in an apple 
orchard. The revelations that weap-
ons were planted on the bodies of the 
Kashmiri laborers martyred in Kash-
mir to make it look as though they 
were armed fighters in a staged gun 
battle are only a tip of the ice-berg 
of Indian crimes against the Kash-
miri people. The list of India’s crimes 
against the Kashmiri people is long. 
More than 300 innocent Kashmiris 
including women and children have 
been martyred in fake ‘encounters’ 
and staged ‘cordon and search’ oper-
ations during the last one year. Paki-
stan has been consistently drawing 
the international community’s atten-
tion towards extra-judicial killings 
of innocent Kashmiris by the Indian 
occupation forces to further perpetu-

ate India’s illegal occupation of IIOJK. 
Similar findings of extra-judicial kill-
ings have been reported by the UN 
Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) in its two 
Kashmir reports of 2018 and 2019. 
The horrific act of extra-judicial kill-
ing of Kashmiri laborers as well as 
other such acts over the past three 
decades warrant investigation by a 
UN Commission of Inquiry, as recom-
mended by the OHCHR, to expose the 
brutalities of Indian security forces 
in IIOJK. Nothing short of an inquiry 
under international scrutiny will ei-
ther meet the requirements of justice 
or accepted by the Kashmiris people. 
No cover-up exercises can anymore 
hide India’s crimes and save it from 
international censure. Pakistan reit-
erates its calls upon the international 
community to hold India account-
able for its crimes against the Kash-
miri people and work for resolution 
of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute 
in accordance with the relevant UN 
Security Council resolutions and the 
wishes of the Kashmiri people. VoM

Pak-KSA holds deep, historical and fraternal ties   
FM rejects ‘speculations’- pressure to recognize Israel: FM

WHO official states ‘Next pandemic could be more alarming 

Pakistan armed forces fully support democracy: 
Interior Minster

Pak-China media cooperation to promote rational 
narrative of CPEC, BRI: Ambassador Haque

12-member AU 
delegation arrives in 

Islamabad to strengthen 
parliamentary Pak, 

African relations 

Pak vows for consolidating 
regional economy through 
nexus with Central Asian 

states
ISLAMABAD

Minister for Religious Affairs Pir Noor-
ul-Haq Qadri says Pakistan will con-
tinue extending every possible support 
for reconstruction and development of 
Afghanistan. Talking to Afghan Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Najibullah Alikhil on 
Tuesday, he said Pakistan and Afghani-
stan share deep religious, cultural and 
social links. The Minister said peace in 
Afghanistan guarantees durable prog-
ress and prosperity of the entire region. 
Speaking on the occasion, the Afghan 
Ambassador said Pakistan has set an 
example by hosting Afghan refugees for 
a long time. He thanked the Pakistan 
government for providing additional fa-
cilities for common people and traders 
at Torkham Border. The two sides reaf-
firmed commitment to resolve problems 
of the peoples of the two countries, in-
cluding traders, on priority. Minister for 
Railways, Azam Khan Swati has vowed 
for strengthening regional economy by 
executing joint ventures with the Cen-
tral Asian states. He was talking to a 
delegation of Uzbekistan led by Minis-
ter for Transport Makhamov Ilkhomin, 
which called on him in Islamabad today 
(Tuesday). During the meeting, the two 
sides highlighted the matters pertaining 
to mutual interest of the two countries 
and cargo train service during the meet-
ing. The meeting also discussed Trans 
Afghan Rail Project that would connect 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan via Afghanistan 
and later the Central Asian countries. It 
is pertinent to mention here that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan will soon sign 
joint appeal to World Bank for invest-
ing around $4.8 billion in rail link among 
Pakistan, Uzbekistan and Afghanistan. 
Presidents of Uzbekistan and Afghani-
stan had already signed the trilateral 
joint appeal to World Bank and the rail 
link would play its role for the progress 
and prosperity of these countries. VoM

S&P edges higher, oil advances as Senate considers 
expanded stimulus




