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From Syria to Iraq, Yemen, 
Palestine, the crisis and the 

bloodshed in the region stem 
from the lines drawn after World 

War I 

Turkish President

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Turkey orders detention of 82 military personnel 
over suspected Gulen links -Anadolu

WHO vows persistent support to Pakistan in fight against HIV

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan extend felici-
tations to Ambassador 
Hussein Ibrahim Taha 
on his election as the 

new OIC Secretary 
General: FO

ISLAMABAD
P a k i s t a n  h a s  e x t e n d e d 
i t s  w a r m  f e l i c i t a t i o n s 
a n d  b e s t  w i s h e s  t o  A m -
b a s s a d o r  H u s s e i n  I b r a -
h i m  Ta h a ,  f r o m  t h e  R e -
p u b l i c  o f  C h a d ,  o n  h i s 
e l e c t i o n  a s  t h e  n e w  O I C 
S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  s a y s 
a  p r e s s  r e l e a s e  r e c e i v e d 
f r o m  J e d d a h  h e r e  t o d a y 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  M i n -
i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s 
s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  i n  t h e 
a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  r e c e n t -
l y  c o n c l u d e d  4 7 t h  O I C -
C F M  m e e t i n g  i n  N i a m e y, 
N i g e r,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t 
o f  P a k i s t a n  r e i t e r a t e d 
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e 
t o  e x t e n d  a l l  p o s s i b l e 
s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  n e w  S e c -
r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  i n  p r o -
m o t i n g  t h e  O I C  a s  t h e 
c o l l e c t i v e  v o i c e  o f  t h e 
M u s l i m  U m m a h .  Vo M

         Iran’s parliament advances bill to stop 
nuclear inspections

Bureau Reporter
TEHRAN

Iran’s parliament Tuesday advanced 
a bill that would end UN inspections 
of its nuclear facilities and require the 
government to boost its uranium en-
richment if European signatories to the 
2015 nuclear deal do not provide relief 
from oil and banking sanctions. The vote 
to debate the bill, which would need to 
pas through several other stages before 
becoming law, was a show of defiance 
after the killing of a prominent Iranian 
nuclear scientist last month. The official 
IRNA news agency said 251 lawmakers 
in the 290-seat chamber voted in favor, 
after which many began chanting “Death 
to America!” and “Death to Israel!” The 
bill would give European countries three 
months to ease sanctions on Iran’s key 
oil and gas sector, and to restore its ac-
cess to the international banking system. 
The US imposed crippling sanctions 
on Iran after President Donald Trump 
unilaterally withdrew from the nuclear 
agreement, triggering a series of esca-
lations between the two sides. The bill 
would have authorities resume enrich-

ing uranium to 20%, which is below the 
threshold needed for nuclear weapons 
but higher than that required for civilian 
applications. It would also commission 
new centrifuges at nuclear facilities at 
Natanz and the underground Fordo site. 
The bill would require another parlia-
mentary vote to pass, as well as approval 
by the Guardian Council, a constitutional 
watchdog. The bill was first tabled in 
parliament in August but gained new 
momentum after the killing of Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh, who headed a program 
that Israel and the West have alleged 
was a military operation looking at the 
feasibility of building a nuclear weapon. 
The International Atomic Energy Agency 
says that “structured program” ended in 
2003. US intelligence agencies concurred 
with that assessment in a 2007 report. 
Israel insists Iran still maintains the 

ambition of developing nuclear weap-
ons, pointing to Tehran’s ballistic mis-
sile program and research into other 
technologies. Iran long has maintained 
that its nuclear program is for peaceful 
purposes. Iran has blamed Fakhrizadeh’s 
killing on Israel, which has long waged a 
covert war against Tehran and its prox-
ies in the region. Israeli officials have 
declined to comment on the killing, and 
no one has claimed responsibility. Some 
Iranian officials have suggested that the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, 
which has been regularly inspecting 
Iran’s nuclear facilities in recent years 
as part of the 2015 agreement, may 
have been a source of intelligence for 
Fakhrizadeh’s killers. Iran began pub-
licly exceeding uranium enrichment 
levels set by the nuclear agreement after 
the US restored sanctions. It currently 
enriches a growing uranium stockpile 
up to 4.5% purity. That’s still far below 
weapons-grade levels of 90%, though 
experts warn Iran now has enough low-
enriched uranium to reprocess into fuel 
for at least two atomic bombs if it chose 
to pursue them. Reuters

ISTANBUL
Turkey ordered the deten-

tion of 82 military person-
nel in an operation targeting 
supporters of  the Muslim 
preacher who Ankara says 
was behind a failed coup in 
2016, state-owned Anadolu 
news agency said on Tuesday. 
Operat ions target ing the 
network of US-based cleric 
Fethullah Gulen have con-
tinued under a four-year-
long crackdown since the 
attempted coup in July 2016. 
Gulen denies involvement in 
the putsch attempt, in which 

some 250 people were killed. 
Tuesday ’s  operat ion was 
spread over 39 provinces and 
63 people have already been 
detained, Anadolu said. Of the 
suspects, 70 were on active 
duty. The detentions were or-
dered by the chief prosecutor 
in the western coastal prov-
ince of Izmir, Anadolu said, 
adding that it also took steps 
to sack 848 military person-
nel, including high ranking 
officers,  over links to the 
network. Since the coup at-
tempt, about 80,000 people 
have been held pending trial 
and some 150,000 civil serv-
ants, military personnel and 
others have been sacked or 
suspended. More than 20,000 
people had been expelled 
from the Turkish military 
alone. Last week, a Turkish 
court sentenced leaders of 
the attempted coup to life 
in jail, convicting hundreds 
of army officers, pilots and 
civilians over the failed bid 
to topple President Tayyip 
Erdogan. Xinhua

Enduring Friendship 
with China, key aspect of 
Pakistan’s foreign policy: 

President
President emphasized in-

dustrialists to uplift national 
industrial architecture 

Islamabad
Pakistan and China have reiterated their resolve to 
further consolidate their friendship for the mutual 
benefit of the two countries. This was discussed at 
a meeting between the visiting Chinese Minister for 
National Defence, General Wei Fenghe, and Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, today. Welcoming 
the Chinese Defence Minister, the President said 
that Pakistan’s friendship with China was the cor-
nerstone of its foreign policy and Pakistan wanted 
to further improve and cement its ties with the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China so as to address the security 
challenges being faced by the region. The President 
informed the delegation that Pakistan and China 
were great friends and Pakistan strongly adhered 
to One-China Policy and supported China on issues 
of Taiwan, Tibet, Xinjiang and South China Sea. The 
President expressed concern over the Indian hege-
monic designs that posed a threat to regional peace 
and stability. The President also highlighted India’s 
state-sponsorship of terrorism against Pakistan. 
President Dr Arif Alvi appreciated the economic 
progress made by China as well as the measures 
taken by the Chinese Government in containing 
the Covid-19 pandemic. He lauded the steadfast 
Chinese support to Pakistan on the Jammu & Kash-
mir dispute, including at international fora. The 
President underlined that there was huge scope of 
bilateral defence cooperation that needed to be fur-
ther expanded for the mutual advantage of the two 
countries. General Wei Fenghe stated that military 
relations between the two all-weather friends had 
made significant progress and expressed the hope 
that his visit would further strengthen the defence 
cooperation. He said that China wanted to share 
dividends of development with Pakistan that would 
help in economic uplift of Pakistan. VoM

Pakistan condemns terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations, including 
State terrorism inflicted upon people 

living under foreign occupation in 
disputed territories

KARACHI

Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Ms. Andleeb 
Abbas, represented Pakistan in the 19th Meeting of the 
Council of Heads of Government of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO-CHG), held via video conference today. 
The Parliamentary Secretary highlighted the importance 
of SCO for Pakistan in achieving regional peace and sta-
bility, and development of closer ties with regional part-
ners through multi-faceted linkages and connectivity. She 
underscored the imperative of creating a safe and secure 
neighborhood. Condemning terrorism in all its forms and 
manifestations, including State terrorism inflicted upon 
people living under foreign occupation in disputed ter-
ritories, the Parliamentary Secretary cautioned against 
the recent rise in extremist and racist incidents, inspired 
by neo-Nazism and Islamophobia. The Parliamentary 
Secretary emphasized the need for cooperation, collabora-
tion and sharing of knowledge and expertise to deal with 
the Covid-19 pandemic. She recalled that Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s ‘Global Initiative on Debt Relief ’ advocated 
the provision of fiscal space to developing countries to 
address the adverse economic impacts of the pandemic. 
The Parliamentary Secretary said Pakistan values the SCO 

region as a pivotal link for regional connectivity and inte-
gration. Connectivity projects under CPEC, industrial parks 
and energy projects are laying the future of a prosperous 
and globally-connected region. In the context of climate 
change, the Parliamentary Secretary apprised the forum 
about the “Ecosystem Restoration Initiative” of the Prime 
Minister, which includes planting of 10 billion trees over the 
next three years. The Parliamentary Secretary also thanked 
Member States for supporting Pakistan’s initiative for creat-
ing a Special Working Group (SWG) on Poverty Alleviation. 
It will provide an opportunity for sharing of experiences 
and exchange of ideas between SCO Member States. The 
Parliamentary Secretary reiterated Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s proposal for a multi-year SCO Youth Strategy focus-
ing on building partnerships among educational institu-
tions, offering scholarships and exchange programmes for 
youth in the scientific field. The Parliamentary Secretary 
also underscored that the Prime Minister’s initiative of op-
posing illicit financial flows from developing nations. VoM

Pakistan values the SCO region as a pivotal link for 
regional connectivity and integration: Ms. Andleeb Abbas

Partnership with civil soci-
ety has been a key in ensur-
ing continued engagement 

with HIV service clients
ISLAMABAD

World Health Organization’s (WHO) 
representative in Pakistan, Dr Palitha 
Mahipala on Tuesday said that WHO was 
fully committed to continue supporting 
the efforts of government, civil society 
organizations and people living with HIV 
(PLHIV) to strengthen health systems to 
increase their resilience against the dis-
ease. In a message on World AIDS Day, Dr 
Palitha said that there were many new 
approaches that WHO was adopting to 
ensure HIV care during the COVID-19 
pandemic like providing multi-month 
dispensing of HIV medicines and courier 
distribution and virtual support groups 
to protect the health of people on HIV 
treatment and to reduce the burden on 
a stretched health services. “Today we 
are commemorating the ‘World AIDS 
Day, 2020. This day was intended to be 
a milestone year for achieving the global 
90-90-90 targets because by 2020, the aim 
was to ensure that, 90% of people living 
with HIV knew their status, 90% of peo-
ple with diagnosed HIV infection received 

treatment, and 90% of those receiving 
treatment were virally suppressed.” He 
said, “However, we were already behind 
on these global targets and then came the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which has caused 
widespread disruption and has threat-
ened to reverse many gains made in. Dr 
Palitha said, “We have worked tirelessly 
to respond to COVID-19 and ensure that 
affected essential health services, includ-
ing HIV prevention, diagnosis and treat-
ment are least disrupted.” He said that 
COVID-19 has come at a critical time for 
the HIV epidemic, in Pakistan. There are 
an estimated 190,000 people living with 
HIV (PLHIV) and the epidemic is evolving 
on an unprecedented scale.  In the year 
2019 alone, 25,000 new HIV infections 
occurred in the country, a 75% increase 
compared to the baseline year of 2010. 
Yet only one third of PLHIV in the country 

have been diagnosed and only 15% are 
accessing antiretroviral therapy, he added. 
He said that during lockdown measures, 
it became difficult for PLHIV to get to 
the health facilities, for outreach work-
ers to reach out to key populations and 
for health services to cope with COVID-
19 alongside other diseases He said that 
the HIV services workforce has been 
depleted, either due to redeployment in 
the COVID-19 response or, unfortunately, 
COVID-19 infection. This has put many 
PLHIV at risk of not receiving their life-
saving medications and services on time. 
He said that the pandemic has also of-
fered an opportunity to introduce inno-
vations such as multi-month dispensing 
and courier distribution of medicines, and 
virtual support groups and consultations 
with patient. Similarly, partnership with 
civil society has been a key in ensuring 
continued engagement with HIV service 
clients, maintaining continuity of their 
services and supporting their adherence 
during this difficult time, he added. “The 
challenges and disruption have revealed a 
lack of resilience in our health systems, in-
cluding HIV programmes. For this reason, 
our regional theme for World AIDS Day 
2020 is ‘Resilience of HIV services. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Welcoming the Defence Minister’s visit to Paki-
stan, Prime Minister Imran Khan underscored the 
importance of regular high-level exchanges, even 
in the time of COVID-19. The Prime Minister ap-
preciated China’s consistent support to Pakistan 
in pursuit of Pakistan’s national development 
goals. He also appreciated China’s success in 
dealing with COVID-19 pandemic. The Prime 
Minister deeply appreciated China’s principled 
support on Jammu and Kashmir in the wake of 
India’s unilateral and illegal actions of 5 August 
2019. He underlined the serious threat posed by 
RSS-BJP dispensation through belligerent actions, 
discriminatory measures against Indian minori-
ties, and harshest steps to curb all the freedoms 
of innocent Kashmiris in the Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir. The Prime Minister 
underscored that the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor is transformational and stressed that the 
economic and social impact of CPEC on the region 
will be substantial and beneficial. General Wei 

Fenghe conveyed warm greetings of President 
Xi Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang to the Prime 
Minister and underscored the importance the 
Chinese leadership attached to China’s relations 
with Pakistan. The Prime Minister warmly recip-
rocated the greetings and recalled his past meet-
ings and exchange with President Xi and Premier 
Li. General Wei Fenghe underlined that Pakistan 
was China’s close friend, good neighbor and iron 
brother. Underscoring the depth and breadth of 
China-Pakistan ties, he conveyed Chinese leader-
ship’s firm commitment to further strengthening 
China-Pakistan ties in a host of areas. He main-
tained that both countries needed to make collec-
tive efforts to protect and promote their common 
interests. Prime Minister Imran Khan also chaired 
Meeting of the Federal Cabinet was held in Islam-
abad today (Tuesday). The meeting discussed the 
latest Covid-19 situation and the steps being tak-
en to check its spread. The recommendations of 
National and Operation Center for procurement 
of Covid vaccine were presented before the Cabi-

net for approval. The cabinet also discussed over-
all political and economic situation of the country. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has directed for con-
trolling encroachments at the tourists spots and 
their restoration to original conditions. Chairing a 
meeting of the National Coordination Committee 
on Tourism, he said Pakistan is gifted with huge 
tourism potential owing to its rich natural re-
sources. He said promotion of tourism sector can 
not only strengthen the national economy but also 
help in eradication of poverty. The Prime Minister 
directed to construct chairlifts or walking tracks 
to access all the tourists’ spots instead of usage of 
vehicles, so that the natural beauty of these places 
could be preserved. He also passed directions for 
proper system of cleanliness at the tourist spots, 
construction activities according to approved lay-
outs and framing of legislation for timely resolu-
tion of different issues related to tourism sector.
The meeting was briefed about the steps taken 
by provincial governments for promotion of 
tourism and development of tourist’s spots. VoM

The Prime Minister hails China’s principled support on J &K in 
the wake of India’s unilateral and illegal actions

PM directs for controlling encroachments at tourists spots

Sino-Pak cooperation in 
logistics would further 
deepen bilateral trade 

ties 
The trade volume between Paki-

stan and China has grown rapidly
BEIJING

With the deepening of China-Pakistan trade 
ties, joint ventures and other in-depth coop-
eration in logistics sector contribute to trade 
facilitation between the two countries as China 
was Pakistan’s largest trading partner and the 
second largest export destination country. CP 
WWL, a joint venture between Freight Connec-
tion Pakistan and Worldwide Logistics Group, 
is the logistics carrier of the Pakistan’s Orange 
Line Metro Train (OLMT) project in Lahore – the 
first large-scale rail transit project under China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor. About 2,000 con-
tainers (TEU) were used for the OLMT project, 
which cost US$1.6 billion, said Xu Zhonghua, 
executive director of FCP WWL – responsible 
for unloading cargoes at the Karachi Port, cus-
toms clearance and transporting related mate-
rials to construction site of the OLMT project, 
told China Economic Net (CEN). The trade vol-
ume between Pakistan and China has grown 
rapidly showing an increase from US$4 billion 
in year 2004-2005 to around US$20 billion in 
the recent years. The China-Pakistan shipping 
market currently has 7 routes, mainly cover-
ing Shanghai, Ningbo, Shekou, Qingdao a week, 
with a voyage of about 18-22 days. It can al-
most meet the demand of the destination port 
and more Pakistani goods are expected when 
the vessels return to China, said Wang Fei, Sea 
Freight Division – Line Executive of Asia & Afri-
ca, Worldwide Logistics Group. The demand for 
Sino-Pak transnational logistics is strong. Since 
the beginning of this year, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, fare increase, delayed airfreight 
and overbooked flights occurred in the China-
Pakistan shipping market. In response to the 
traditional international logistics problems, an 
exhibitor at the CIIE introduced a solution. VoM



Wednesday December 02, 2020

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Editor-in-Chief: Amna Malik
Editor: Muhammad Hassam

Assistant Editor:Syed Mushahid Naqvi
Phone: + 92 51 2814017 Offce # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee 

Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

OIC adopts Kashmir 
resolution

T he Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) held its 47th session of 
Council Foreign Ministers (CFMs) in Niamey, Nigar. The 57 countries 
body unanimously adopted a resolution over the Kashmir crisis. 
The council rejected the Modi regime deceitful unilateral political 
gambits carried out on the 5th of August, 2019, and demanded to 
rescind the political status is aligned with the principles of fun-

damental rights of Kashmiri people. The forum also condemned the years-long 
imposed curfew and flagrant violence perpetrated by the Indian Occupied forces in 
the valley. Moreover, it also reiterated its full commitment to support the Kashmir 
cause. The resolution is a diplomatic triumph for Pakistan and its persistent ef-
forts to internationalization the Kashmir crisis and strategy of exerting maximum 
pressure on India are becoming successful. Before the event, India with its malic 
approach pitched propaganda regarding the exclusion of the Kashmir crisis from 
the OIC agenda, in response, Pakistan categorically rejected Indiana misinforma-
tion. The adoption of a resolution by the OIC is a validation of Pakistan’s narrative 
and it exposed Indian nefarious designs in front of the entire world. Pakistan being 
the key actor of the OIC forum also presented a resolution against the growing 
Islamophobic trends. The body also adopted Pakistan’s resolution, thus another 
hallmark achieved by Islamabad that signifies it’s essence In the Muslim world 
arena. The body also announced the next meeting to be held in Islamabad that 
further signposted our aspirations continue efforts for the welfare of the Muslim 
world.

Polio Awareness campaign 

D espite an upsurge in Covid-19, the five days anti-polio campaign 
underway to vaccinate over 39 million children under the age 
of five across the country. According to the Polio Eradication 
Initiative (PEI), around 285,000 polio frontline workers visit 
house-to-house, following strict SOPs for COVID-19- wearing 
a mask, using a hand sanitizer, and maintaining minimum dis-

tance advised during the campaign, to ensure the protection of Pakistani chil-
dren from the hampering polio virus. The government aims to make Pakistan 
Polio-free and to close the immunity gap in children which had unfortunately 
widened because of the disarrangement of vital services due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Ensuring timely and repeated vaccination of children is critical to 
reduce the immunity gap and protect the children against polio. The campaign 
has been planned in coordination with Afghanistan. Pakistan is one of the two 
polio-endemic countries in the world along with its neighbor. The country is 
facing a challenging situation in polio eradication with the upsurge in the num-
ber of polio cases. So far in the current year, a total of 82 polio cases have been 
reported, including 24 from Baluchistan, 22 each from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) and Sindh, and 14 from Punjab. Therefore, all parents and caregivers are 
urged to ensure polio vaccination to their children during the campaign as well 
as in routine. It needs to be ensured that no child is missed during this critical 
national immunization campaign intended to build on successful immunity 
building endeavors during the last three months. Each Pakistani should take 
it as a national mission and support the frontline workers who will reach 
every child with essential polio vaccine during the week. All sections of society, 
including communities, religious leaders, media, social activists, celebrities, 
and doctors, should play a functioning role so that no child remains in danger 
of contracting polio disease and becoming paralyzed and incapable forever.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Pak-Iran Cooperation in Post-Trump Era

Iranian Foreign Minister, JavedZarif, has recently 
concluded his two-day visit to Pakistan for what 
has been his fourth trip to the country in past 2 
years. The timing of the trip is significant as it 
came at a time which was marked by Trump’s 
defeat in US Elections of 2020. Officially, the visit 

was aimed at promoting bilateral relations in the fields 
of economics, defence and regional cooperation. Hence, 
it is vital to analyse the significance of Pak-Iran ties. The 
relationship between both Pakistan and Iran has always 
been dissuaded by the US-factor since 1979. The US-
Saudi nexus has prevented Pakistan to foster the sig-
nificant partnership with Iran, however, after the lifting 
of sanctions from Iran in 2015, the relations between 
the two has seen the enormous enthusiasm. The two 
countries are in talks to gain mutual benefits by linking 
the Chahbahar Port of Iran with that of Gwadar Port of 
Pakistan. However, the Trump’s decision to withdraw 
from JCPOA and the re-imposing the sanctions on Iran 
have seen the downturn yet again in the cooperation 
between the Pakistan and Iran. Although Pakistan has 
advocated in the favour of Iran and tried to persuade 
US to re-enter into the deal, still the practical spect of 
the cooperation remained absent. However, after the 

Trump’s defeat in the elections and the events that has 
occurred in the past one year, the prospects of coopera-
tion range in the variety of fields. The foremost issue 
penetrating into the policy circles of both the states in 
the issue of illegal border-crossing, smuggling and cross-
border attacks through Pak-Iran border. The Indian spy, 
KulboshanJadhav, is believed to enter Pakistan through 
Iran. Similarly, both the states are concerned about the 
attacks on each other’s security personnel from across 
the border. In this regard, the telephonic conversation 
between General Qamar Bajwa and Iranian General 
Muhammad Bagheri took place in May 2020. Through 
border management and fencing, Pakistan is expected 
to save millions of dollars in drug trafficking while the 
establishment of joint border security force would help 
in boosting the security and intelligence ties between 
the two countries. Moreover, the most recent devel-
opment that has the global implications is the $400 
Billions of Chinese investments inside Iran. Although 
the agreement is yet to be finalized but for Pakistan, 
the opportunity has emerged after Iran dropped India 
from the Chahbahar Railway Project. Iran is also criti-
cal of Indian growing ties with Israel and its treatment 
of Kashmiri Muslims. Additionally, Iran and China are 
cooperating with each other due to their joint opposi-
tion to US policies in the Middle East. Hence, China can 
prove to be the bridging factor between Pakistan and 
Iran to cooperate in economic spectrums. The cold ice 
regarding the Indian involvement in the strategic port 
of Chahbahar has been shattered to an extent which 
provides Pakistan a window of opportunity to collabo-
rate actively with Iran. The striking factor of the recent 
visit of Iranian FM to Pakistan is the presence of Iran’s 
chief diplomat for Afghanistan, Ibrahim Taheriyan, in 
the official delegation which depicted the cooperation 

between the two countries in the wake of US withdrawal 
from Afghanistan. Iran has welcomed the peace pro-
cess inside Afghanistan which has been shaken by the 
recent terrorist activities in Afghanistan. The post-US 
withdrawal scenario is still marked with uncertainty 
due to the dreadful activities of splinter groups and ISIS, 
which aim at sabotaging the peace deal. The Afghanistan 
saga has the regional implications for both Pakistan and 
Iran, both of whom are hosting the Afghan refugees. The 
closer cooperation between Pakistan and Iran serves 
Pakistani purpose of thwarting the Indian presence in-
side Pakistan and to work with regional countries after 
the US withdrawal. Conclusively, the aforementioned 
features could have been difficult to attain during the 
Trump’s presidency. However, the new President-Elect, 
Joe Biden, is expected to reconcile with Iran over the 
JCPOA. This would enable other countries to enter into 
a meaningful engagement with Iran. Regarding defence 
and economics, Pakistan has the bright chance to extract 
the benefits from Iran. Since the UN arms embargo has 
been lifted from Iran this year, Pakistan is now in a bet-
ter position to sale its military equipment to Iran like 
the JF-17 Thunder fighter jet. Iran is already struggling 
to maintain its military machinery which is now con-
sidered as outdated.

Black Mirror creator is making a 2020 mockumentary starring Hugh Grant
BEVERLY HILLS

It’s no secret that 2020 has been everybody’s 
year from hell.Now, Black Mirror creator Charlie 
Booker is about to put his own dystopian spin on 
it, by creating a 2020 mockumentary starring Hugh 
Grant. The details of the upcoming mockumentary 
are completely under wraps, but Hugh Grant did 
let slip earlier this year during an interview about 
The Undoing with New York Magazine that he’ll be 
starring in the project.“Charlie Brooker has writ-
ten a mockumentary about 2020. It’s for Netflix,” 
Grant said, adding that he will be “an historian 
who’s being interviewed about the year. I’m pretty 
repellent, actually! And you’ll like my wig.”Well, if 
anyone has watched his new HBO miniseries The 
Undoing with Nicole Kidman, they’ll know that 
Grant can definitely be repellent.Booker’s Black 
Mirror has been a wild success since Netflix came 
on-board with the science-fiction series. It origi-
nated on UK’s Channel 4 back in 2015.In June of 
2019, the fifth season dropped on Netflix with its 
three staggering episodes.Booker has worked on 
the BBC show Charlie Booker’s Weekly Wipe which 
ran from 2013 to 2016.He has also been an out-
spoken columnist for The Guardian.Booker has 
won himself five Emmy Awards for Black Mirror, 
which include Outstanding Television Movie in 
2019 for the bleak Black Mirror interactive movie 
Bandersnatch.Basically, he’s an excellent com-
mentator on the cultural world. If you’ve binge-
watched all of Black Mirror and don’t want to wait 
for Booker’s new mockumentary, another fantasti-
cally similar television show to binge is a six-part 

co-production between the BBC and HBO, Years and 
Years, which is on SBS and SBS On Demand.Written 
by Russell T. Davies (Doctor Who, A Very English 
Scandal), the series tells the story of one ordinary 
British family, the Lyons, starting in 2019 and then 
hurtling forward each episode through the next 15 
years of their lives.It’s a gripping — and frequently 
horrifying — imagined journey through society’s 
near future, with issues like climate change, eco-

nomic downturn, refugee crises and even nuclear 
war looming large over the Lyons family’s everyday 
lives.Episode one sets the tone, as the family gathers 
in grandmother Muriel (Anne Reid)’s Manchester 
garden to celebrate her 92nd birthday. The fam-
ily’s usual squabbles are suddenly interrupted by 
the sound of an air-raid siren — and an emergency 
TV broadcast announces that President Trump has 
fired a nuclear missile at China.

New Hubble Data Explains Missing Dark Matter

LONDON
In 2018 an international team of re-

searchers using the NASA/ESA Hubble 
Space Telescope and several other obser-
vatories uncovered, for the first time, a 
galaxy in our cosmic neighborhood that 
is missing most of its dark matter. This 
discovery of the galaxy NGC 1052-DF2 
was a surprise to astronomers, as it was 
understood that dark matter is a key 
constituent in current models of galaxy 
formation and evolution. In fact, without 
the presence of dark matter, the primor-
dial gas would lack enough gravitational 
pull to start collapsing and forming new 
galaxies. A year later, another galaxy that 
misses dark matter was discovered, NGC 
1052-DF4, which further triggered in-
tense debates among astronomers about 
the nature of these objects. Now, new 
Hubble data have been used to explain 
the reason behind the missing dark mat-
ter in NGC 1052-DF4, which resides 45 
million light-years away. Mireia Montes 
of the University of New South Wales in 
Australia led an international team of as-
tronomers to study the galaxy using deep 
optical imaging. They discovered that the 
missing dark matter can be explained by 
the effects of tidal disruption. The grav-

ity forces of the neighboring massive gal-
axy NGC 1035 are tearing NGC 1052-DF4 
apart. During this process, the dark mat-
ter is removed, while the stars feel the 
effects of the interaction with another 
galaxy at a later stage. Until now, the 
removal of dark matter in this way has 
remained hidden from astronomers as 
it can only be observed using extremely 
deep images that can reveal extremely 
faint features. “We used Hubble in two 
ways to discover that NGC 1052-DF4 is 
experiencing an interaction,” explained 
Montes. “This includes studying the gal-
axy’s light and the galaxy’s distribution 
of globular clusters.” Thanks to Hubble’s 
high resolution, the astronomers could 
identify the galaxy’s globular cluster 
population. 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Rawalpindi 

Utility Stores Corporation of 
Pakistan, (USC) changes its trade-
mark to meet customers’ satisfac-
tion. In a remarkable move, Mr. 
Umer Lodhi, Managing Director, USC 
announces to change USC trademark 
to rebrand it in the eyes of all stake-
holders, with an effort to modern-
ize Utility Stores across the country. 
Managing Director says that the 
new logo envisages our dynamic 
approach towards making Utility 
Stores better able to meet customer 
satisfaction. The shift from red and 
yellow to orange, green and olive 
green depicts a friendly, confident 
and growth-oriented message. Lastly, 
the shopping cart speaks for itself 
giving USC a modern brand image. 
“In our efforts to uplift standards of 
services at all utility stores across 

the country and ensuring provision 
of grocery items at prices lower than 
the open market, we have taken many 
initiatives including change in USC 
Trademark”, says Mr. Umer Lodhi.  
Mr. Umer Lodhi reiterates that USC 
is providing five staple food items 
(Wheat Flour, Pulses, Rice, Ghee 
and Sugar) at subsidized rates, suc-
cessfully transferring Government’s 
subsidy to the people of Pakistan.  
Managing Director informed that 
since January, 2020 USC has served 
40.28 million households by en-
suring supply of staple food items 
at subsidized rates. He told that 
Sugar remains available in Utility 
Stores at Rs.68 per kilogram, Wheat 
Flour at Rs.800 per 20 kilogram, 
Ghee at Rs.170 per kilogram, Super 
Basmati Rice at Rs.140 per kilo-
gram, Sella Rice at Rs.139 per kilo-
gram, Dal Channa at Rs.130 per 

kilogram, White Gram at Rs.115 per 
kilogram throughout the year-2020. 
He informed that a pilot project 
of deployment of Point of Sale 
(POS) system is successfully ex-
ecuted at 10 utility stores and we 
have successfully completed data 
transformation of all USC saleable 
items with barcodes to be used 
with warehousing and POS system. 
Mr. Umer Lodhi expects that USC 
would achieve another milestone 
of acquiring approximately Rs. 100 
billion turn over till year end as 
USC has previously achieved Rs. 22 
Billion, highest ever sales in USC his-
tory during the month of Ramadan.  
This rebranding and automation 
would also motivate USC employees 
to work for betterment of USC and 
would re-position the Corporation 
in retail sector, expects Managing 
Director.

USC Changes its Trademark to Meet Customers’ Satisfaction 

December-02-1970

Anew federal agency opens its doors. 
Created in response to the dawning 
realization that human activity can 
have major effects on the planet, the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
heralded a new age of govern-

ment action on behalf of the environment.Concerns 
about pollution and other environmental issues 
began creeping into the American consciousness in 
the 1950s and 60s. The 1962 publication of Rachel 
Carson’s Silent Spring was a watershed moment 
for American environmental awareness, as were a 
major oil spill that affected California beaches and 
the burning of Ohio’s heavily-polluted Cuyahoga 
River in 1969. That same year, Congress passed the 
National Environmental Policy Act, which mandated 
that government agencies compile environmental 
statistics and produce environmental impact state-
ments before proceeding with projects that could 
affect the environment. Given the number of offices 
across the executive branch that were now tasked 
with enforcing environmental regulations, President 
Richard Nixon decided in July of 1970 to create a 
single agency to deal with environmental issues, and 
the EPA was born. The EPA was flooded with resumes 

from environmentalists excited by the idea that the 
government would finally act on their concerns. 
It opened with 5,8000 employees and a budget of 
$1.4 billion, led by former Justice Department lawyer 
William Ruckelshaus. Conscious of the importance 
of establishing the new administration’s authority, 
Ruckelshaus acted aggressively to enforce the Clean 
Water Act, secure a ban on the pesticide DDT, and 

prosecute the corporations responsible for pollut-
ing the Cuyahoga. Thanks to his efforts, the EPA has 
maintained its role as a strong enforcer, and the po-
sition of EPA Administrator is considered cabinet-
level despite the EPA not technically being a cabinet 
agency. Like all federal agencies, however, it is only 
as powerful as the executive allows—after years of 
relatively aggressive action on climate change.

Environmental Protection Agency opens

The author is an MPhil scholar of International 
Relations based in Islamabad. He writes for 
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Kourtney exchanges flirty 
messages with Edgar 

NEWYORK
Kourtney Kardashian has exchanged some 
flirty Instagram messages with Edgar Ramírez.
The 41-year-old TV star - who has Mason, 10, 
Penelope, eight, and Reign, five, with Scott Disick - 
gushed about Edgar’s hit HBO series ‘The Undoing’ 
over the weekend, and he subsequently returned 
the compliment in a series of flirty posts on social 
media.In reference to the show, Kourtney initially 
posted a sultry image of herself on Instagram and 
wrote: “Who killed Elena Alves?”Edgar, who plays 
Detective Joe Mendoza in the show, then shared 
Kourtney’s post on his Instagram Stories and re-
plied with a flirty message alongside a winking 
emoji.He wrote: “I’m all ears...”In response, the 
brunette beauty - who has more than 100 mil-
lion Instagram followers - wrote on the photo-
sharing platform: “NO ONE TALK TO ME UNTIL I 
WATCH (sic)”Edgar, 43, responded to Kourtney’s 
messages with three emojis - the monkey hid-
ing its face, the monkey covering its ears and the 
flame.Meanwhile, a source recently rubbished the 
suggestion that Kourtney could be set to rekindle 
her romance with Scott.The celebrity duo were 
seen having fun together during Kim Kardashian 
West’s 40th birthday celebrations, but a source 
close to the situation insisted they are nothing 
more than good friends.VoM

The Crown star Erin admits 
her ‘mental health dipped’

NEW YORK
She’s one of the break-out young stars of The 
Crown.But Erin Doherty didn’t have quite the 
send off she hoped for from her critically ac-
claimed portrayal of Princess Anne.The actress 
wrapped her second series as the young royal 
in the Netflix drama earlier this year, and in a 
new interview she has admitted her mental 
health took a dip at the sudden end to the life-
changing job, which was made even more imme-
diate thanks to the global pandemic. Erin plays a 
young Anne in series three and the recently re-
leased series four of The Crown, but as the time-
line moves forward for the fifth and final sixth 
season, she’ll hand the baton onto a new actor. 
Speaking to Grazia Magazine about the role, Erin 
admitted it’s been ‘a shock’ to say goodbye to the 
character.  ‘It’s the biggest shock. I said it out loud 
for the first time only a few weeks ago. I had the 
breakthrough of my body and brain connecting 
that I’m not going to play this woman any longer. 
I realised I had to let go of her. It’s a sad thing,’ 
she explained. The shock was only exacerbated 
by the global pandemic, which hit just after Erin 
had enjoyed a small taste of red carpet life during 
the 2020 awards seasonVoM

Saved by the Bell removes 
gag about Selena transplant

LONDON
Saved by the Bell’s creative team have removed 
the controversial scenes referencing Selena 
Gomez’s kidney transplant.The rebooted version 
of the hit sitcom was widely criticised on social 
media over the weekend after an episode fea-
tured two characters speculating about Selena’s 
donor, but there is now an edited version of the 
episode streaming on NBCU’s Peacock site.During 
episode six of the reboot, two of the show’s stars 
argued over who actually donated a kidney to 
Selena.One of the actresses said: “I know for a 
fact that Selena Gomez’s kidney donor was Justin 
Bieber‘s mom. God, I wish that I had my phone so 
that I could prove it.”In response, the other said: 
“Prove what? That you’re an idiot? It was Demi 
Lovato‘s kidney. They’re best friends, like you and 
I were.”During another scene, the words “Does 
Selena Gomez even have a kidney?” are seen 
written on the walls.The scenes prompted the 
hashtag #RespectSelenaGomez to start trending 
on Twitter, and Francia Raisa - Selena’s actual 
donor - has since received an apology from the 
producers of ‘Saved by the Bell’.VoM

Staff Report
LAHORE 

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) CEO 
Wasim Khan has said that the T20 
World Cup in 2021 can be moved to 
the UAE from India as the coronavi-
rus situation in the country might not 
be viable for the tournament.With 
thousands of fresh cases still being 
reported in India on a daily basis and 
some states already witnessing a sec-
ond wave of the virus, Wasim Khan 
feels India might not be in a position to 
host the tournament next year.“There is 
still some uncertainty over the World 
T20 being held in India because of the 
Covid situation there. It could be in 
UAE,” said Khan during an interview.
He also spoke about PCB’s request 
from the ICC and BCCI to assure visas 
for their players and support staff if 
India does end up hosting the 2021 
T20 World Cup. The countries have 

not played any bilateral series since 
2013 due to ongoing political tensions.
Wasim Khan confirmed that PCB chief 

Ehsan Mani has written to the ICC about 
written confirmation on visas for the 
Pakistan team for T20 World Cup 2021.

Staff Report
LAHORE 

World champion Lewis Hamilton 
tested positive for COVID-19 and 
will miss the Sakhir Grand Prix 
this weekend, his Mercedes-AMG 
Petronas F1 Team said Tuesday.
The team issued a statement say-
ing Hamilton was tested three times 

last week and returned a negative re-
sult each time, the last on Sunday af-
ternoon at the Bahrain International 
Circuit where he won the Grand Prix.
“But he up woke Monday morning with 
mild symptoms and was informed at the 
same time that a contact prior to arrival 
in Bahrain had subsequently tested posi-
tive,” the team said. “Lewis, therefore, took 

a further test and returned a positive result. 
This has since been confirmed by a retest.”
Hamilton is in isolation in accordance 
with the health protocols in Bahrain.
“Apart from mild symptoms, he is oth-
erwise fit and well, and the entire team 
sends him its very best wishes for a 
swift recovery,” the team statement said.
The 35-year-old Hamilton appeared to be 
drained at the end of the race in Bahrain.
“It’s physical, this track has always been 
physical. We’ve got lots of high-speed cor-
ners so I was definitely feeling it,” he said 
soon after the GP. “I was sliding around 
a lot out there and I wasn’t really quite 
sure how it would play out at the end.”
There is another race in Bahrain on Sunday 
— on Sakhir’s shorter outer circuit — before 
the 17-race season concludes in Abu Dhabi.
Hamilton has a big lead in the F1 drivers’ 
champion with 332 points, well ahead of 
Mercedes teammate Valtteri Bottas on 
201 points and Max Verstappen on 189.

Benchmark index gains 596.45 points 
to settle at 41,665.27

Bureau Report
ISLAMABAD

Bulls held their ground at the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) on Tuesday and helped the 
KSE-100 index soar nearly 600 points as inves-
tors remained optimistic about domestic and 
global cues.On the international front, members 
of the Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries and allies, called OPEC+, dropped 
signals that there might be consensus on exten-
sion in the current supply cuts well into 2021, 
which may provide further support to oil prices.
Investors had expected oil sectors at the PSX to 
benefit from the development and as a result 
both oil-related sectors closed the session en-
tirely in the green.Lending further support to 
the rally, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) 
announced that it would collect capital gains 
tax (CGT) on stock trading once a year instead 
of collecting the tax every month. The news, in 
particular, encouraged market participants to 
make fresh investment and kept stock trading 
in the positive territory throughout the day.
Earlier, trading kicked off on a positive note and 
the benchmark index climbed steeply in early 
trading as a host of positive triggers encouraged 
investors to pour money into the market. Later, 

the index flattened, however, the upward mo-
mentum still continued and the market ended 
the day with handsome gains.At close, the 
benchmark KSE-100 index recorded an increase 
of 596.45 points, or 1.45%, to settle at 41,665.27 
points.Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated 
that the market opened on a positive note with 
+23 points and added a total of 655 points. 
“Buying activity was observed across the board, 
however, the power sector (Hubco) contributed 
heavily,” it said. “Cement, fertiliser, banking, ex-
ploration and production and oil marketing com-
panies also helped the index put on a formidable 
number.”International crude oil prices inched 
up during the session, which sparked brisk buy-

ing activity in the exploration and production 
sector.The Federal Board of Revenue reportedly 
facilitated investors by announcing collection of 
CGT once a year in comparison with monthly 
collection as practiced earlier, the report said.
Overall, trading volumes rose to 489.6 million 
shares compared with Monday’s tally of 388.6 
million. The value of shares traded during the 
day was Rs19.5 billion.Shares of 393 companies 
were traded. At the end of the day, 281 stocks 
closed higher, 84 declined and 28 remained un-
changed. Unity Foods was the volume leader 
with 67.9 million shares, gaining Rs1.81 to close 
at Rs27.47. It was followed by TRG Pakistan with 
37.2 million shares.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Citigroup Saudi Arabia and Goldman Sachs 
Saudi Arabia announced receiving a notifica-
tion from NatWest Markets Plc and Banco 
Santander S.A. about the proposed second-
ary sale of up to nearly 116 million ordinary 
shares, or 5.6 percent of The Saudi British Bank 
(SABB).Citigroup Saudi Arabia and Goldman 
Sachs Saudi Arabia are acting as joint book-
runners and joint brokers for the deal.HSBC 
Holdings B.V. and Olayan Saudi Investment 
Company Limited have showed interest in par-

ticipating in the placing at a price of SAR 22.10 
($5.89) per share through purchasing 36.99 
million and 42.37 million shares, respectively; 
highlighting the long-term strategic nature of 
their shareholdings in SABB.The respective 
affiliates of the joint bookrunners, Citigroup 
Global Markets Limited and Goldman Sachs 
International, have agreed where applicable, 
following pricing of the sale, to acquire the 
shares from NatWest Markets Plc and Banco 
Santander S.A., by way of negotiated deals fol-
lowing which the shares will be sold at the offer 
price by Citigroup Global Markets Limited and 
Goldman Sachs International to end-investors 
through negotiated deals.The initial sale of the 
shares to Citigroup Global Markets Limited and 
Goldman Sachs International and the onward 
sale of the shares to end-investors will each be 
recorded as separate trades on Tadawul.The 
placing will launch immediately following this 
announcement.The placing shares may be sold 
to institutional investors inside and outside the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, including to institu-
tional investors outside the US in accordance 

with Regulation S under the US Securities Act 
of 1933 and to qualified institutional buyers 
in the United States in accordance with Rule 
144A under the Securities Act.Under the terms 
of the placing, Natwest Markets Plc and Banco 
Santander S.A. have agreed not to dispose of 
any remaining shares that they own in SABB 
for a period of at least 90 days.The foregoing 
shall not apply to the sale of shares pursuant 
to the Placing, or a sale or transfer by Natwest 
Markets Plc and Banco Santander S.A. of equity 
securities of SABB, other than a sale or transfer 
involving a general or public offer or distribu-
tion of equity securities, provided that the buyer 
or transferee shall give a written undertaking to 
Citigroup Global Markets and Goldman Sachs 
International to comply with the above restric-
tions applicable to NatWest Markets Plc and 
Banco Santander S.A. for the remainder of the 
above lock-up period. The transfer of shares re-
mains subject to the results of the accelerated 
bookbuild process, the execution of the negoti-
ated deals with the potential end-investors and 
the successful settlement of such transactions.

NatWest Markets Plc, Banco Santander S.A. to sell 5.6% of SABB

Apple fined 10 mln 
euros in Italy over 

misleading practices
Bureaau Report

ROME
Smartphone maker Apple was 

fined 10 million euros (12 million 
U.S. dollars) in Italy for mislead-
ing advertising and commercial 
practices, the Italian Competition 
Authority (AGCM) said on Monday.
The fine concerned Apple’s pro-
motional messages on the water 
resistance capacity of several of its 
iPhone models.In a statement, the 
agency said the company advertised 
these models as “water resistant 
for a maximum depth varying be-
tween 4 meters and 1 meter de-
pending on the model, and up to 30 
minutes.”“However, the messages 
did not clarify that this property 
can only be found under specific 
conditions, for example during 
specific and controlled laboratory 
tests with the use of static and pure 
water, and not under the conditions 
in which consumers normally use 
the devices,” the AGCM explained.A 
second misleading practice was 
found in the company’s contex-
tual disclaimer, saying that its iP-
hone models were not covered 
by the guarantee in case of dam-
ages caused by the introduction of 
water or other liquids.Considering 
“the emphatic advertising boasts 
concerning water resistance,” the 
disclaimer was considered “suitable 
to deceive consumers,” the regulator 
stated.In addition to it, the antitrust 
said Apple’s refusal in the post-sale 
phase to provide customers with as-
sistance when those iPhone models 
were damaged by water

Bureau Report
Dubai

Bitcoin has traded at its highest value to 
date, reaching $19,920.53 (£14,821) ac-
cording to data-provider Coindesk.It took 
the virtual currency nearly three years to 
top its previous record, when it peaked 
about $137 lower.Bitcoin has risen in value 
by more than 170% since the start of the 
year.Analysts suggest some investors have 
treated it as a “safe haven asset” at a time of 
uncertainty caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic, but others warn that it remains vola-
tile.Bitcoin fell below $3,300 at one point 
after reaching its previous high.Huawei, 
however, has dismissed concerns from both 
the US and its allies over its operations.Its 
vice-president Victor Zhang has previously 
said that the decision to remove the firm 
from the UK’s 5G network was “politically 
motivated and not based on a fair evalua-
tion of the risks”. Other factors that have 
supported its recent rise include PayPal al-
lowing its platform to be used to buy and 
sell the virtual coins in October, and a num-
ber of large institutional investors declar-
ing interest in buying into funds tied to the 

crypto-currency.These include Guggenheim 
Partners, a Wall Street firm that announced 
on Friday it might put as much as $530m 
into a Bitcoin-related investment trust.“It 
seems that barely a day goes past when we 
don’t read a headline about a mainstream 
fund or company expressing an intention to 
put some of their holdings into Bitcoin,” said 
Rhian Lewis, author of The Cryptocurrency 
Revolution.“Price predictions are notorious 
for being wrong, so it’s entirely likely there 
will be more dips and volatility.“But this 
time it feels very different from the 2017 
high - there seems to be more real demand, 
and the narrative is more measured.”She 
added that another factor was that inves-
tors are concerned that central bank efforts 
to deal with Covid-19 will fuel inflation.Gold 
and other precious metals are traditionally 
used to hedge against such a risk.

But because in theory only a limited 
amount of Bitcoin can ever be created - it 
was designed to only let 21 million bitcoins 
be produced, of which about 18.6 million 
already exist - some favour it as an alterna-
tive.If it does climb higher there could be 
sudden drops in value, however, as some 

traders will have set automatic sell orders 
pegged to it reaching the $20,000 mark.One 
expert warned members of the public to be 
careful.“Never invest money you can’t afford 
to lose,” said finance and economics writer 
Frances Coppola.“Bitcoin is a speculative 
asset and has a history of sudden crashes. 
It’s not worth risking your house or your 
life savings for it.“And borrowing to invest in 
Bitcoin or other crypto-currencies is a bad 
idea unless you are a professional trader.”

Bitcoin peaks at record high close to $20,000

Bureau Report
DOHA

Yoon Bit-garam struck once in each half to send Ulsan Hyundai 
through to the round of 16 in the Asian Champions League with 
a 2-1 win over FC Tokyo on Monday.The 30-year-old’s efforts 
ensured top position in Group F for Ulsan with 13 points from 
five matches, while FC Tokyo are locked in a battle for the second 
qualifying spot with Shanghai Shenhua.Ulsan though were in for 
a massive shock immediately after kickoff when Tokyo’s Kensuke 
Nagai scored in the first minute from a seemingly routine move 
on the right flank.Shuto Abe poked the ball into the path of the 
advancing Nagai, who capitalized on uncertain Ulsan defending 
with a measured low drive that beat goalkeeper Jo Su-huk via the 
upright.Although Tokyo held the lead, it was Ulsan who largely 
dominated the match, keeping the Tokyo defense on edge con-
stantly.But after several attempts at goal, the equaliser came only 
in the 44th minute as Yoon curled in a free-kick from 25 yards 
following a foul on him by Joan Oumari.Ulsan never lost their grip 
on the match after the resumption and sealed the win in the 85th 
minute, Yoon profiting from an assist by Won Du-jae and slamming 
the ball past Tokyo goalkeeper Go Hatano for his fourth goal of the 
tournament this year.“I’d like to congratulate our players for quali-
fying for the next round. I am so happy,” said Ulsan Hyundai coach 
Kim Do-hoon.“We conceded an early goal and tried to recover it as 
quickly as possible, which was a good point for us. We fought as 
one team.”Meanwhile, form team Beijing Guoan maintained their 
unbeaten run at this year’s competition with their fifth consecu-
tive win in Group E, easing past FC Seoul 3-1.Beijing had already 
qualified with two matches to spare, but didn’t take their foot off 
the pedal on Monday as goals from Jonathan Viera and Renato 
Augusto gave them a 2-0 advantage at half time.Yun Ju-tae pulled 
one back for Seoul in the 89th minute but Zhang Yuning put the 
issue beyond doubt for Bruno Genesio’s men with a stoppage-time 
effort.“Today’s match, before the game, I asked the players to play 
with a serious attitude and respect the opponents,” said Genesio.

KSE-100 rallies over positive news flow

Hamilton tests positive for COVID-19, will miss Sakhir F1 GP

Yoon double puts Ulsan in last 
16, Beijing stay perfect

2021 T20 World Cup can be shifted from India to UAE: Wasim 
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NEW YORK 
Stock markets rose and safe havens 
such as U.S. Treasury bonds dipped 
Tuesday as better than expected factory 
data and signs that the first coronavirus 
vaccinations could be administered by 
the end of the year helped prolong a 
worldwide rally in risk assets despite an 
acceleration of the pandemic. Bets on 
more easing from the U.S. Federal Re-
serve to help the economy through the 
winter weighed on the dollar as riskier 
currencies rose, while crude prices 
struggled to join the bounce after oil-
producing countries delayed a decision 
on output cuts. Pfizer on Tuesday said 
it had asked for emergency EU authori-
zation of its vaccine, taking it closer to 
launch following a similar move in the 
United States last month. Moderna ap-
plied for U.S. authorization on Monday 
after full results from a late-stage study 
showed it was 94.1% effective with no 
serious safety concerns. “We believe 
the rally can continue, with the current 
pipeline of expected vaccine rollouts, in 
line with our central scenario of wide-
spread availability in the second quar-
ter of 2021,” said Mark Haefele, chief 
investment officer at UBS Global Wealth 

Management in Zurich. MSCI’s gauge of 
stocks across the globe gained 0.98% 
following broad gains in Europe and 
Asia, with Japan’s Nikkei closing near 
a 29-1/2-year high. China’s blue-chip 
CSI300 index rose 2.2% after a business 
survey showed activity in China’s facto-
ry sector accelerated at the fastest pace 
in a decade in November. In the UK, fac-
tories recorded their fastest growth in 
almost three years last month, a survey 
showed Tuesday. In morning trading on 
Wall Street, the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 308.08 points, or 1.04%, 
to 29,946.72, the S&P 500 gained 36.33 
points, or 1.00%, to 3,657.96 and the 
Nasdaq Composite added 91.54 points, 
or 0.75%, to 12,290.28. Breakthroughs 
in vaccine developments from top 
drugmakers Pfizer, Moderna and As-
traZeneca in November along with a 

market-friendly outcome of the U.S. 
presidential election helped the MSCI 
world stock index score its best month 
on record in November, up 12% to new 
all-time peaks. Coronavirus cases have 
touched multi-month highs in South Ko-
rea, Hong Kong and Europe over the last 
week, while the United States posted a 
record 4.2 million new cases in Novem-
ber. “What we are seeing today is that 
upward trend reasserting itself, given 
the positive news on the vaccine front, 
China’s growth picking up, and the tre-
mendous faith in the ability of central 
banks to keep the markets afloat,” said 
Stephen Miller, market strategist for 
GSFM Funds Management. In foreign 
exchange markets, the dollar was un-
der pressure after closing out on Mon-
day its worst month since July with a 
little bounce, and as investors reckon 
on even more U.S. monetary easing. In 
a speech released late on Monday, Fed 
chair Jerome Powell said a slowing re-
covery and a surging pandemic meant 
the U.S. was entering a “challenging” few 
months, with the potential deployment 
of a vaccine still facing hurdles. Bitcoin 
was volatile, last down 6% after hitting 
a record high earlier in the day. Reuters

LONDON   
A senior British minister said on Tues-
day there was still a chance of a turbu-
lent Brexit without a trade deal as talks 
with the European Union had snagged 
on fishing, governance rules and dispute 
resolution. Just 30 days before Britain 
leaves the EU’s orbit following a stand-
still transition period since it formally 
quit the bloc, the sides are trying to 
agree a trade deal to avoid a rupture that 
could snarl almost $1 trillion in annual 
trade. With each side urging the other to 
compromise, a French official said Brit-
ain must clarify its positions and “really 
negotiate”, and cautioned that the EU 
would not accept a “substandard deal”. 
Michael Gove, Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, the cabinet minister who 
oversees the Brexit talks for London, 
said a deal was close but that to get it 
over the line the EU would have to live up 
to its responsibilities. Asked if a “no deal” 
scenario was closer than anyone would 
admit, he told ITV: “It’s certainly the case 
that there is a chance that we may not 
get a negotiated outcome.” “That’s why 
it’s important business prepares for 
all eventualities, but I very much want 
a deal and I believe that we can secure 
one,” Gove said. Gove avoided repeating 
an earlier prediction of a 66% probabili-
ty of a deal, declining to give a figure. The 

pound rose above $1.34 for the first time 
in three months on Tuesday, indicating 
investors remained optimistic that a 
Brexit deal will be clinched. While most 
major investment banks say a deal is 
their central prediction, some investors 
have pointed out that Wall Street and the 
City of London were poorly prepared 
for the 2016 referendum as few be-
lieved the United Kingdom would vote 
out. Britain, EU to continue trade talks 
throughout week, says PM’s spokesman. 
Failure to secure a deal would snarl bor-
ders, spook financial markets and dis-
rupt delicate supply chains that stretch 
across Europe and beyond -- just as the 
world grapples with the vast economic 
cost of the COVID-19 outbreak. Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, who is under 
pressure from opponents within his 
party who dislike the stringent COVID 
lockdowns, says a deal is preferable but 
that the United Kingdom could prosper 

without one. Both sides have contin-
gency plans for a no-deal exit. Even if a 
trade accord is secured, it is likely to be 
just a narrow deal on goods, and some 
disruption is certain as border controls 
are erected between Britain the world’s 
biggest trading bloc. Britain’s Office for 
Budget Responsibility said last week 
that failure to agree a free trade deal 
would wipe an extra 2% off UK econom-
ic output - in addition to the 4% drop 
from leaving the bloc with a deal - while 
driving up inflation, unemployment and 
public borrowing. Talks have snagged 
on fishing in Britain’s rich waters, on 
what EU trading rules London will ac-
cept, and on how any dispute might be 
resolved. “The EU still wants to take the 
lion’s share of the fishing in our waters 
- which is just not fair given that we are 
leaving the EU,” Gove told Sky. A trade 
deal would not only safeguard trade 
but also buttress peace in British-ruled 
Northern Ireland. German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, Europe’s most powerful 
national leader, has said some of the EU’s 
27 member states are getting impatient. 
Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin said 
a deal could be done this week. “There is 
a landing zone for an agreement,” Martin 
told the Irish Times. “We are now really 
in the end-game if a deal is to be arrived 
at this week.” Reuters

Regional powers would jointly imple-
ment a Moscow-brokered cease-fire 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan

ANKARA
Turkey and Russia have agreed 
to monitor a truce over the dis-
puted Nagorno-Karabakh region 
from a joint peacekeeping center, 
Ankara’s defense ministry said 
on Tuesday. The deal comes after 
days of talks between Turkish and 
Russian officials about how the 
two regional powers would jointly 
implement a Moscow-brokered 
cease-fire signed this month be-

tween Armenia and Azerbaijan. 
Technical details for setting up 
the joint center were concluded 
and an agreement was signed, the 
defense ministry said in a state-
ment, adding that it would begin 
work “as soon as possible.” Turkey 
is a staunch ally of Azerbaijan and 
has fervently defended its right to 
take back the Nagorno-Karabakh 
lands Baku lost to ethnic Arme-
nian separatists in a 1988-94 war. 
The truce deal ended more than 
six weeks of fighting that claimed 
more than 1,400 lives and saw eth-
nic Armenians agree to withdraw 
from large parts of the contested 
region of Azerbaijan. The Turkish 
parliament voted this month to de-
ploy a mission to “establish a joint 
center with Russia and to carry out 
the center’s activities.” The deploy-
ment is set to last a year and its 
size will be determined by Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Rus-
sia has said repeatedly that Turkey 
will have no troops on the ground 
under the truce deal’s terms. APP

Chinese premier highlights four-pronged 
proposal for SCO’s future progress 

BEIJING
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang on Monday made a four-
pronged proposal for the future development of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO), calling for fostering a 
secure and stable development environment, consolidating 
integrated development, leveraging the catalytic role of sci-
tech innovation and pursuing people-centered cooperation. 
Li made the remarks in Beijing while addressing the 19th 
meeting of the Council of Heads of Government of Member 
States of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, which 
was held via video link. Noting that the SCO members have 
joined hands to fight against the virus since the outbreak 
of COVID-19, Li expressed the hope that all parties would 
implement the outcomes of the recently held SCO summit 
and steadily advance the SCO’s cooperation agendas so as 
to open up new vistas for its development in the post-pan-
demic era. He called on SCO members to continue to carry 
out joint counter-terrorism exercises and cooperation on 
deradicalization, effectively deal with such new challenges 
as cyber terrorism, and jointly safeguard data security. He 
also called for supporting Afghanistan’s national reconcili-
ation process and helping the country restore stability and 
development at an early date. SCO members should up-
hold openness and cooperation and lift regional trade and 

investment liberalization and facilitation, Li said, calling on 
members to align the Belt and Road Initiative with the de-
velopment strategies of the member states and promote 
high-quality regional interconnectivity. They should also 
build a regional network of “fast tracks” and “green lanes” to 
facilitate the flow of people and goods, and expand the trade 
of farm produce, Li said. To leverage the catalytic role of sci-
entific and technological innovation, Li suggested exploring 
new growth areas in the digital economy and harnessing the 
boom in the internet economy to promote the integrated 
development of the digital economy and the real economy, 
while fostering new industries and new business forms. He 
also called for expanding new areas of cooperation, such as 
health, culture and sports, and expediting cooperation on 
the research and development of vaccines and drugs. VoM

Governor Guangxi expressed the 
desire to strengthen all round 

cooperation with Pakistan

LONDON
A National Policy has been pre-
pared to initiate Rapid Antigen 
Testing to detect Coronavirus 
through swift method. The in-
formation was shared with Na-
tional Command and Opera-
tion Center in Islamabad today 
(Tuesday). Executive Director 
National Institute of Health 
briefed the NCOC that all  the 
provinces were taken on board 
to devise a unified strategy to 
hold Antigen Testing as per the 
international standards. The fo-
rum was told that initially all 
government authorized pub-
lic sector laboratories could 
perform the antigen tests for 
the specified categories. The 
provincial representatives in-
formed the meeting that all 
necessary arrangements are be-
ing made to hold Antigen test-
ing in all  major hospitals.  VoM

Ambassador Haque, Governor Guangxi ex-
plore new avenues of bilateral cooperation

BEIJING  
Pakistan’s Ambassador to China, Moin ul Haque called 
on Governor of China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region, Lan Tianli to review bilateral relations and 
explore new avenues of economic and commercial 
cooperation between Pakistan and Guangxi. Pakistan 
is participating as special partner of cooperation in the 
17th China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO). During the meeting 
held on the sidelines of the 17th session of CAEXPO 
held in Nanning, Guangxi, Governor Lan highly evaluated 
the special bonds of friendship between Pakistan and 
China as exemplified by President Arif Alvi’s speech at 
CAEXPO’s inaugural ceremony and his visit to Beijing 
in March to show solidarity during early days of the 
pandemic. In spirit of this unmatched goodwill and 
President Xi’s instructions, Governor Lan expressed the 
desire to strengthen all round cooperation with Pakistan 
in the economic, cultural and educational fields. Because 
of its strategic location at the centre of China’s New 
International Land Sea Corridor and a robust economy 
with compatible pillar industries, Guangxi could play an 
important role in strengthening bilateral and multilateral 
trade and economic cooperation with Pakistan by 
utilizing the platform of CAEXPO. The Governor said 
that he had visited Pakistan Pavilion at the CAEXPO and 
was impressed with the range and quality of products 
displayed. Guangxi, he added, was ready to expand 
educational and technical cooperation with Pakistan 
noting the presence of nearly one thousand Pakistan 
students in Guangxi universities and several scientists in 
the research institutes. Ambassador Haque reciprocated 
the Governor’s sentiments about China-Pakistan “all-
weather comprehensive strategic partnership” and 
the important role that Guangxi could play in further 
cementing the bonds of friendship and cooperation 
between the two countries. Conveying satisfaction 
over successful completion of infrastructure and energy 
mega-projects under China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), Ambassador Haque said that CPEC phase II is 
prioritizing projects of industrial relocation, agricultural 
research and socio-economic development. In this 
context, the Ambassador called for Guangxi companies 
to establish manufacturing units in Pakistan’s SEZs 
in the areas of its strength such as food processing, 
wood processing, pharmaceuticals and automobiles. 
To enhance trade with Guangxi and CAEXPO region, 
Ambassador Haque apprised of his proposal to set up 
a Permanent Pakistan Pavilion in the Free Trade Zone of 
Nanning. He also proposed cultural exchanges and sister 
city relationships as part of the 70th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations next year and invited the Governor 
to visit Pakistan at a time of his convenience. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
The Government and people of Pakistan expressed 
sincere and heartfelt gratitude to the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and its member states for 
reaffirming strong and unequivocal support on the 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute during the 47th Ses-
sion of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM) 
held in Niamey, Niger recently. The CFM, attended by 
foreign ministers and representatives of OIC mem-
ber states, adopted a comprehensive and strongly-
worded resolution on the Jammu & Kashmir dis-
pute. Some of the other resolutions adopted by the 
CFM also included strong references to the Jammu 
& Kashmir dispute. “We extend our deep gratitude 
to Niger (as the new CFM Chair), Saudi Arabia (as 
Chair of 14th Islamic Summit), and Turkey (speak-
ing on behalf of the Asian Group) for highlighting 
the Jammu and Kashmir dispute in their respective 
statements during the Opening Plenary Session of 
the CFM. “Pakistan is grateful for the explicit reit-
eration in the ‘Niamey Declaration’ of the OIC’s prin-
cipled position on the Jammu & Kashmir dispute 
for a ‘peaceful settlement in accordance with the 
relevant UN Security Council resolutions’,” Foreign 
Office spokesperson said in a press release. Paki-
stan also welcomed adoption of other resolutions 

by the CFM, including Resolution on Destruction of 
the Babri Masjid in India and Protection of Islamic 
Holy Places; Resolution on Safeguarding the Rights 
of Muslim Communities and Minorites in non-OIC 
states; and Resolution on Maintenance and Promo-
tion of Regional Peace and Security in South Asia. 
It welcomed the report of OIC Secretary General’s 
Special Envoy for Jammu and Kashmir on his visit 
to Pakistan and the Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), 
which was submitted to the CFM. “The OIC has al-
ways steadfastly supported the Kashmir cause as 
reflected in decisions and resolutions of the Islamic 
Summit and CFMs as well as statements by the OIC 
and its human rights body, Independent Permanent 
Human Rights Commission (IPHRC),” the press re-
lease further said. Pakistan also expressed gratitude 
to the OIC for the unanimous adoption of the Reso-
lution on Islamophobia that, inter alia, designates 
March 15 as “International Day on Combating Islam-
ophobia”, in line with Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
consistent endeavours to highlight concern in the 
Muslim Ummah regarding desecration of the Holy 
Quran and re-printing of the caricatures of the Holy 
Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him). The Foreign Office 
further extended warm felicitations and best wishes 
to Ambassador Hussein Ibrahim Taha, from the Re-

public of Chad, on his election as the new OIC Sec-
retary General. “The Government of Pakistan would 
extend all possible support to him in promoting the 
OIC as the collective voice of the Muslim Ummah. We 
also commend the incumbent Secretary General, 
Dr. Yousef Al-Othaimeen, for his effective steward-
ship of the Organization and his efforts to promote 
Muslim causes, including the Jammu and Kashmir 
cause,” the spokesperson further said. The FO said 
Pakistan looked forward to hosting the 48thCFM 
Session in 2021. “As the prospective CFM Chair, Paki-
stan stands ready to constructively engage with the 
entire OIC membership to promote unity, peace and 
prosperity among the Muslim Ummah.” Pakistan has 
rejected untenable statement by Indian Ministry of 
External Affairs on the OIC resolution on Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute during its 47th session of Council 
of Foreign Ministers in Niger. In a statement, For-
eign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhari 
said Jammu and Kashmir is one of the oldest inter-
nationally recognized disputes on the agenda of the 
UN Security Council. He said the dispute remains 
unresolved because of India’s intransigence and un-
willingness to implement relevant UNSC resolutions 
and its own solemn commitments made to Pakistan, 
the Kashmiris, and international community.VoM

             Pakistan hails OIC for reaffirming steadfast 
support on J&K dispute: FO

            Pakistan refutes Indian statement vis-a-vis OIC Resolution on J& K dispute: FO

No-trade deal Brexit is still possible, UK minister says

Turkey, Russia strike deal for Karabakh 
‘peacekeeping center’

Premier Li Keqiang urges SCO collective efforts for 
Afghan national reconciliation process 
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  Pakistan urges uniform 
participation of persons with 
disabilities in all spheres of 

life: Munir Akram
An integrated approach is re-

quired to ensure rights of persons 
with disabilities

UNITED NATIONS
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the UN, Munir 
Akram, has called for ensuring “full and equal” 
participation of persons with disabilities in all 
spheres of society, including in coronavirus re-
sponse and recovery. Speaking at a side event 
organized by the Office of the Special Envoy of 
the UN Secretary-general on Disability and Ac-
cessibility, Ambassador Akram, who is also the 
president of UN Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC), said realizing the rights of persons 
with disabilities was “crucial” to fulfilling the 
pledge of the 2030 Agenda: To leave no one be-
hind. The event was co-sponsored by Pakistan 
and some other permanent missions to the UN 
as well some organizations. In his remarks, the 
Pakistani envoy pointed out that the 2006 Con-
vention on the Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties (CRPD) entailed on state parties to take 
all possible measures to ensure the protection 
and safety of persons with disabilities, includ-
ing the protection of their access to the highest 
attainable standard of health. Referring to the 
disruption caused by coronavirus, he said em-
pirical evidence suggested that persons with 
disabilities have been disproportionally im-
pacted by the pandemic as they are at a greater 
risk of developing more severe health condi-
tions. “An integrated approach is therefore re-
quired to ensure that persons with disabilities 
are not left behind in our response and recov-
ery efforts,” Ambassador Akram said. In this 
regard, the Pakistani envoy proposed “univer-
sal accessibility” for persons with disabilities 
as a central pillar and bridge for the exercise 
of their human rights, and then move broadly 
towards the eradication of multidimensional 
poverty in accordance with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). As ECOSOC presi-
dent, he said he had proposed greater fiscal 
space for developing countries, larger invest-
ment in sustainable infrastructure and adop-
tion of new technologies to recover from the 
COVID crisis and achieve the 2030 Agenda. 
The development of “smart cities” with tech-
nological innovations can facilitate universal 
accessibility for persons with disabilities, he 
said. projects including development of “smart 
cities” which would facilitate universal ac-
cessibility for persons with disabilities.VoM

Global Market
Global equities jump, bonds dip, on hopes of 

vaccine-led recovery




