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Islamophobia emerged from the 
Western countries, and this is 

a challenge that we all together 
need to surmount. 

Turkish President

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Industries Minister rolls out PSM 
restructuring plan

UN chief urges ‘restraint’ after Iranian scientist’s 
assassination; Israel blamed in US paper report

The Asian Telegraph

Sindh Governor cuts 
cake on Baba Guru 
Nanak’s birthday 

ISLAMABAD
A ceremony regarding 551st 
birth anniversary of Baba 
Guru Nanak was held at Gov-
ernor’s House in Karachi to-
day.  Sindh Governor Imran 
Ismail cut the birth cake of 
Baba Guru Nanak. In his ad-
dress on the occasion, he said 
the government will  ensure 
protection of lives and prop-
erty of all  citizens irrespec-
tive of colour and creed. The 
Governor said Hindus, Chris-
tians and Sikhs enjoy equal 
rights in Pakistan, whereas 
in India the situation is dif-
ferent where injustices are 
meted out to Muslims. He 
thanked Sikh community for 
raising voice against injustic-
es with Muslims in India. VoM

Black Friday offers beacon of hope to 
struggling stores

Bureau Reporter
NEW YORK

After months of slumping sales and busi-
nesses toppling into bankruptcy, Black Friday 
is offering a small beacon of hope. In normal 
times, Black Friday is the busiest shopping 
day of the year, drawing millions of shoppers 
eager to get started on their holiday spend-
ing. But these are not normal times: The 
economy is tanking and crowds are expected 
to be dramatically diminished as coronavirus 
cases spike and shoppers do more of their 
purchases online. Many retailers closed their 
doors on Thanksgiving Day but are beefing 
up their safety protocols to reassure wary 
customers that they can still come back the 
next day. For those who can’t be reassured, 
stores are moving their doorbuster deals on-
line and ramping up curbside pickup options 
as a last grasp at sales before the year ends 
and they head into the dark days of winter 
with the pandemic still raging. “Black Friday 
is still critical,” said Neil Saunders, manag-
ing director of GlobalData Retail. “No retailer 
wants it to be tarnished. It’s still vital to get 
their consumers spending and get consum-
ers into the holiday mood.” The US Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention has la-

beled shopping in crowded stores during 
the holidays a “higher risk” activity and says 
that people should limit any in-person shop-
ping, including at supermarkets. Instead, the 
health agency recommends shopping online, 
visiting outdoor markets or using curbside 
pickup, where workers bring orders to you 
in the parking lot. The day after Thanksgiving 
has been losing its luster as the unofficial 
start to the holiday shopping season for the 
past several years, with more stores were 
offering holiday discounts throughout the 
month. Still, Black Friday has remained 
the busiest day of the year, according to 
ShopperTrak, and is expected to hold that 
title again this year. There is reason for hope. 
Retailers were successful in convincing shop-
pers to spend early by pushing big discounts 
in mid-October. And shoppers have shown 
their willingness to spend for other holidays 
such as Easter and Halloween. The National 

Retail Federation, the nation’s largest retail 
trade group, has taken an optimistic view, 
predicting that shoppers will be looking for 
reasons to celebrate. The trade group expects 
sales for the November and December period 
to increase between 3.6 percent and 5.2 per-
cent over 2019 compared with a 4 percent 
increase the year before. Holiday sales have 
averaged gains of 3.5 percent over the past 
five years. “After all they’ve been through, 
we think there’s going to be a psychologi-
cal factor that they owe it to themselves and 
their families to have a better-than-normal 
holiday,” said NRF Chief Economist Jack 
Kleinhenz. “There are risks to the economy 
if the virus continues to spread, but as long 
as consumers remain confident and upbeat, 
they will spend for the holiday season.” 
Online sales could realize even bigger gains 
heading into the holidays. Black Friday is 
projected to generate $10 billion in online 
sales, a 39 percent bump from the year ago 
period, according to Adobe Analytics, which 
measures sales at 80 of the top 100 US on-
line retailers. And Cyber Monday, the Monday 
after Thanksgiving, will remain the biggest 
online shopping day of the year with $12.7 
billion in sales, a 35 percent jump.Reuters

ISLAMABAD
Federal Minister for Industries and 

Production Hammad Azhar Saturday rolled 
out restructuring plan for Pakistan Steel 
Mills (PSM), which would be run through 
private sector management to make it 
profit-earning organization. Addressing 
a press conference here, the minister said 
the government had to take hard decisions 
to check the losses inflicted on national 
exchequer through State-Owned Entities 
(SOE). The minister said the State-Owned 
Entities were inflicting loss of around 
Rs200 billion to the national exchequer, 
which is more than the defence budget of 
the country. Azhar said that PSM had been 
closed for last five-and-half years while the 
government had to pay salaries and pen-
sions of billions of rupees to the employees 
for nothing. The minister said the opera-
tional capacity of PSM was reduced to 40 
percent during the Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) government while in this tenure it 
registered loss of around Rs100 billion. 
He said the PPP during its tenure had in-
ducted thousands of employees in the mills 
which was beyond its capacity. Likewise, 
he added, during the PML government the 
operational capacity was further reduced 
from 40 percent to 20 percent and then 
to 6 percent and ultimately, it was closed 

down in 2015. He said the political parties 
that were responsible to making the PSM a 
loss-making organization would now play 
politics on the issue, however, the govern-
ment had to decide according to the na-
tional interest. He said the government 
had to pay Rs 35 billion as salaries to em-
ployees of the closed mill and Rs20 billion 
pensions to retired employees, bringing the 
total amount to Rs 55 billion. In addition, 
he said that PSM had Rs 230 billion debt 
liabilities and was inflicting losses of Rs15-
20 billion annually, while Rs 75o million 
were being paid to employees as salary. In 
addition, Rs 92 billion were spent on bail-
out packages of the mill. The minister said 
the government wanted to make it profit 
earning organization by involving private 
sector and reducing over-staff. He said the 
government would hire a financial advi-
sor, through transparent bidding process, 
with whose consultation the Privatization 
Commission would proceed forward to 
bring the PSM under private sector man-
agement. Initially, he said, around 4500 
employees out of 9500 would be laid off 
in first phase, followed by next phase that 
would result in laying off of 95 existing em-
ployees of the mill. Each employee would 
get an amount ranging from Rs 2 million 
to Rs 3 million. VoM

UNAIDS calls on countries 
to step up global action, 
proposes bold new HIV 

targets for 2025
Islamabad

UNAIDS, in a new report ‘Prevailing 
against pandemics by putting people 
at the centre’, has called on the coun-
tries to make far greater investments 
in global pandemic responses and 
adopt a new set of bold, ambitious 
but achievable HIV targets. If those 
targets were met, the world would 
be back on track to ending AIDS as a 
public health threat by 2030, a UN-
AIDS press release said. As COVID-19 
pushed the AIDS response even fur-
ther off track and the 2020 targets 
were missed, UNAIDS urged coun-
tries to learn from the lessons of un-
derinvesting in health and to step up 
global action to end AIDS and other 
pandemics. It noted that the global 
AIDS response was off track before 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit, but the 
rapid spread of the coronavirus had 
created additional setbacks. Model-
ling of the pandemic’s long-term im-
pact on the HIV response showed that 
there could be an estimated 123,000 
to 293,000 additional new HIV infec-
tions and 69,000 to 148,000 addi-
tional AIDS-related deaths between 
2020 and 2022. “The collective fail-
ure to invest sufficiently in compre-
hensive, rights-based, people-centred 
HIV responses has come at a terrible 
price,” said Winnie Byanyima, Execu-
tive Director of UNAIDS. “Implement-
ing just the most politically palatable 
programmes will not turn the tide 
against COVID-19 or end AIDS. To get 
the global response back on track will 
require putting people first and tack-
ling the inequalities on which epi-
demics thrive.” VoM

KARACHI
President Dr Arif  Alvi  Saturday 

said that  coronavirus pandemic 
had unfolded the importance of on-
line education in Pakistan, there-
fore, the universities have golden 
opportunity to enhance their edu-
cational  standards through vir-
tual education. He expressed these 
views while meeting with a del-
egation of civil society, headed by 
Haji Hanif Tayyab. He was briefed 
about the problems faced by Federal 
Urdu University of Arts Science & 
Technology FUUAST, a press release 
said.  Virtual University had been 
playing a pivotal role in online ed-
ucation by providing the cheapest 
and quality education. The Federal 
Urdu University of Arts Science and 
Technology should also promote 
online education,  he added.  The 
president observed that the issue 
of brain-drain in Pakistan had been 
a result of neglect in higher educa-
tion sector. Now efforts were being 
taken to improve the situation by 
aligning the vision of all universi-
ties in line with our future require-
ments, he added. The delegation of 
civil  society comprised members 

including Agha Masood, Mubashir 
Mir, Manzar Naqvi and others. While 
emphasizing on non-political be-
haviour in academia, president ad-
vised the Federal Urdu University 
to come up with an initiative on de-
veloping software in order to detect 
plagiarism and promote Urdu as a 
medium of language by increasing 
translation of best knowledge Urdu. 
“Availability of the best and popular 
translation work in Urdu language 
can also eliminate il l iteracy”‘,  he 
added.

President underlines need for enhancing 
educational standards through virtual education

UNITED NATIONS
United Nations Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres 
Friday called for restraint after 
top Iranian nuclear scientist 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh was shot 
dead near Tehran, as a leading 
United States newspaper, citing 
three American officials, said 
that Israel was behind the as-
sassination. “We have noted the 
reports that an Iranian nuclear 
scientist has been assassinated 
near Tehran today. We urge re-
straint and the need to avoid 
any actions that could lead to 
an escalation of tensions in the 
region,” United Nation (UN) 
chief ’s Deputy Spokesman 
Farhan Haq said in response to 
a query by APP correspondent. 
The spokesman said he had no 
further comments. Fakhrizadeh, 
59, was targeted on Friday in a 
multi-pronged attack involving 
at least one explosion and small 
fire by a number of assailants 
in Absard city of Damavand 
County, Tehran Province, ac-

cording to press reports. In a 
report posted on its website, 
The New York Times said, “One 
American official — along with 
two other intelligence officials 
— said that Israel was behind 
the attack on the scientist.” “It 
was unclear,” the newspaper 
added, ” how much the United 
States may have known about 
the operation in advance, but 
the two nations are the closest 
of allies and have long shared 
intelligence regarding Iran.” 
The White House and the C.I.A. 
declined to comment, accord-
ing to the Times. Meanwhile, 
Iran’s UN Ambassador Majid 
Takht Ravanchi said there are 
“serious indications of Israeli 

responsibility” in the assassi-
nation of the Iranian scientist 
and warned that his govern-
ment reserves the right to de-
fend itself. “Warning against 
any adventuristic measures by 
the United States and Israel 
against my country, particularly 
during the remaining period 
of the current administration 
of the United States in office, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
reserves its rights to take all 
necessary measures to defend 
its people and secure its inter-
ests,” Ambassador Ravanchi, 
wrote in a letter to the UN 
Secretary-General. “The Islamic 
Republic of Iran condemns, in 
the strongest possible terms, 
the criminal assassination of 
Martyr Fakhrizadeh, and ex-
pects the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and the 
Security Council to strongly 
condemn this inhumane ter-
rorist act and take necessary 
measures against its perpetra-
tors,” the letter added. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan says his 
aim and ideology is to turn Pakistan 
into a welfare state. In an interview 
with a private television channel to-
day (Saturday), he said there is noth-
ing wrong to review and revisit the 
policies to achieve the goal. Regard-
ing 2018 general elections, the Prime 
Minister said the statistics prove, 
including the report of FAFEN, that 
these were far better and transpar-
ent than the ones held in 2013.   Im-
ran Khan said he is the only leader 
after PPP leader Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto 
who waged a long political struggle.  
Regarding corruption cases against 
the PML (N) and the PPP leadership, 
the Prime Minister said these are old 
cases registered before his coming to 
the power. He said we have only reg-
istered a case of money laundering 

against Shahbaz Sharif. Imran Khan 
said we have made the institutions 
independent and there is no control 
of government on the National Ac-
countability Bureau. The Prime Min-
ister regretted that the opposition 
tried to blackmail the government on 
FATF legislation to get the NRO. He, 
however, said those who plundered 
the national exchequer will be held 
accountable. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has sought proposals from in-
dustrialists to launch corporate farm-
ing at larger scale for modernizing 
the agriculture sector and enhancing 
production of various crops.    Talking 
to Pakistan’s leading industrialists in 
Islamabad, he said the national devel-
opment and prosperity is linked with 
the development of business com-
munity. The Prime Minister said the 
government has included the propos-

als of industrialists in policy-making, 
which have started producing good 
results. He directed to resolve prob-
lems being faced by the industrialists 
in exporting their goods. The delega-
tion thanked the Prime Minister and 
said the government patronage to 
business activities has started yield-
ing positive results. They said foreign 
exchange reserves have reached to 
the highest level, which reflects the 
country’s economic stability whereas 
the surplus current account is also 
a welcome sign. The delegation ap-
prised the Prime Minister that de-
mand of cement is at the highest level 
in the country’s history due to the 
promotion of construction activities. 
They industrialists expressed confi-
dence in the government’s policies 
and presented proposals for further 
improvement of the economy. VoM

PM expresses resolve to make Pakistan a welfare state
PM seeks proposals from industrialists to launch corporate farming at larger scale

Pakistan considered as 
an important player at 

international level: Shibli  
Shibli directs to complete 

Hakla-Kohat road in 
stipulated time

ISLAMABAD
Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz 
says due to effective and vibrant 
foreign policy of the PTI govern-
ment, Pakistan is considered as im-
portant player at international lev-
el. Addressing a press conference 
in Kohat today (Saturday), he said 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s vi-
sion and approach on national and 
international issues has earned re-
spect for the country. Shibli Faraz 
said the government has launched 
various social welfare programmes 
like Ehsaas and Sehat Insaf Cards 
under which an amount of one mil-
lion rupees would be given to each 
family for medical treatment. He 
said due to effective steps taken 
by the government, the prices of 
essential edible commodities have 
reduced during the last few days. 
The minister said government has 
given incentives to industries to 
increase exports and create more 
jobs in various sectors.  Minister 
for Information and Broadcast-
ing Senator Shibli Faraz visited 
Kohat today (Saturday) where he 
was briefed by the National High-
ways Authority about progress on 
Hakla-Kohat road project. Chair-
man Kashmir Committee Shehryar 
Afridi was also accompanying him. 
Speaking on the occasion, Informa-
tion Minister directed the authori-
ties to complete the construction 
work in the stipulated time. VoM
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Dynamics of OBOR initiative 
for regional development

C hina’s Belt and Road Initiative (also known as One Belt, One Road 
(OBOR)) is one of the most ambitious foreign and economic poli-
cies. It aims to strengthen a vast program of infrastructure building 
throughout China’s neighboring regions. Many foreign policy analysts 
view this initiative largely through a geopolitical lens, seeing it as 
an attempt to engrave the new economic horizons. However, some 

of the Analysis argues that a number of the key drivers behind OBOR are largely 
motivated by China’s pressing economic concerns. Beijing hopes its transnational 
infrastructure building program will spur growth in China’s underdeveloped hin-
terland and rustbelt along with opening the economic opportunities for the other 
countries. Though the initiative will have a heavy domestic focus, but it will also 
work as a platform to address the country’s chronic excess capacity. It is more 
about migrating surplus factories than dumping excess products.The regional de-
velopment aspect of OBOR is perhaps one of the most important economic policy 
objectives. The lead coordinating government agency for OBOR is the National 
Development and Reform Commission, the country’s premier economic plan-
ning agency. It is likely that Chinese domestic components of OBOR projects will 
be built before any overseas components for the simple reason that Beijing can 
enforce its plans much more effectively within its own jurisdiction. In 2014 OBOR 
was officially incorporated into China’s national economic development strategy 
at the Central Economic Work Conference, the annual agenda-setting economic 
summit for policymakers. Beijing announced three regional development plans, 
one of which was OBOR. These regional development plans are designed to ad-
dress the chronic problem of uneven development in China. Inequality between 
inland western regions and prosperous eastern seaboard states is a huge challenge 
for the ruling party. For example, the coastal mega-metropolis of Shanghai is five 
times wealthier than the inland province of Gansu, which is part of the old Silk 
Road. Beijing has tried to close the gap between these provinces. Since 1999 the 
Chinese Government has pursued the so-called ‘western development strategy’ to 
revitalize chronically underperforming provinces including the majority Muslim 
autonomous region of Xinjiang. However, these efforts have produced few tangible 
results. Hopefully with the completion and further progression of this project 
things will become more viable.

Ethos of gender equality by 
United Nation

T he concept of gender equality isn’t a new phenomenon as far as the 
efforts by UN are concerned. Significant progress has been made 
in this regard for decisiveness of the concept.  Beijing Declaration 
and Platform for Action and the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) are few 
of the examples to measure the interest and sincerity intact with 

this cause. Here we also need to understand that gender equality or woman em-
powerment doesn’t only confined to the personal progressions and benefits of 
an individual but have a range of socio-economic aspects. For thriving econo-
mies and inciting developments, women should be given the due share in every 
sphere of life. The entrenched gender inequalities in almost every society have 
pushed the United Nations to be more proactive, therefore to address all such 
discriminatory behaviors towards women the establishment of a strong and 
vocal platform became a necessity. The United Nations General Assembly has 
announced the creation of UN Women in July 2010 under the banner of United 
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women.  Before 
the creation of this new platform for women, all the activities and reforms with 
regards to women empowerment have been dine through four distinct initiatives 
or parts of United Nation’s structure. These four parts included, Division for the 
Advancement of Women (DAW), International Research and Training Institute for 
the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW), Office of the Special Adviser on Gender 
Issues and Advancement of Women development and United Nations Development 
Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Role of Internet in Globalization

Without the Internet, globalization 
would probably not be a topic 
for discussion. In particular, the 
Internet plays a major role in com-
munication technology and has 
revolutionized how people work, 

expanded the global knowledge base and provided a 
variety of ways of bringing people and cultures closer 
together. The Internet provides a platform where com-
panies and people that are thousands of miles apart 
can communicate and share information. On a social 
and cultural level, the Internet provides access to the 
same music and traditions worldwide which familiar-
ize people around the globe with each other’s taste, 
i.e. YouTube has paved way for international music ac-
cess. The Internet has made pop culture transmission a 
two-way street. The power to influence popular culture 
no longer lies with the relative few with control over 
traditional forms of mass media; it is now available to 
the great mass of people with access to the Internet. 
As a result, the cross-fertilization of pop culture from 
around the world has become a commonplace occur-
rence.The Internet and globalization have radically 
changed the business world. It has enabled compa-
nies to improve their competitive edge and increased 
productivity, simply because of the speed of access to 
information, and of electronic transactions. It allows 

a company based in another state to have a customer 
service call centre in another, staffed by highly-trained 
staff but with lower wage costs. On the other hand, 
the growth in Internet use by businesses globally also 
opens up new job markets. For example, people all 
across the world are working for google whereas the 
company’s head office (Googleplex) is in California, US. 
Also, the internet has introduced the concept of online 
shopping and the global marketing system. Anything 
from anywhere in the world can be ordered online. 
There a lot of online shopping sites these days like 
AliExpress, Amazon, eBay etc. Works great during this 
pandemic.The internet has globalized the world to this 
level that virtual meetings take place over the internet 
which saves money and time for people who are highly 
committed, they do not have to travel across the globe 
to attend meetings for business purposes. Also, stu-
dents can access lectures from professors across the 
globe to expand their knowledge.The Internet has al-
tered the structure of the mass media. Most of the news 
networks were local or national prior to the Internet 
revolution, and only a few companies, such as CNN, 
broadcast in other countries. Now the news of all net-
works is available constantly, anywhere in the world, 
and it is updated as events occur. Some see the mass 
media aspect of Internet globalization as a negative, 
because it is claimed that English-speaking countries 
dominate the media, and this has popularized English 
culture at the expense of local cultures.The capabili-
ties of the Internet are such that we can define it as 
‘bidirectional’ mode of mass communication. It has 
created a kind of ‘word of mouth networks’ in which 
individuals share their opinions, views, expressions 
and the cyber world gives them enough space for this 
bidirectional means of communication. Internet is a 

mean of Information and communication technology 
that globalizes the whole world by getting connected 
24 hours a day. Much of the Internet is used for the 
private as well as for commercial purposes and many 
use them as a source of entertainment.The Internet’s 
key difference from traditional media is that it does 
not operate on a set intervallic time schedule. It is not 
“periodical” in the sense that it comes out in daily or 
weekly editions; it is always updated. Hence allows 
people to stay up-to-date with breaking news without 
necessarily sacrificing the next day’s more in-depth 
story.The twenty-first century is evolving into a time 
of technological advancements. There are constant edit 
and addition to the available technological resources. 
As it advances, it also spreads worldwide. The world-
wide spread of technology creates vast connections 
that create new opportunities on a larger scale. The 
current focus of the globalization of technology is the 
connections created by the Internet network. It has 
transformed the way that people communicate during 
this century. This occurrence has transformed society 
in a globalized world by impacting social interactions, 
financial institutions and ways of completing transac-
tions, ways of communicating as well as the educational 
sector. No one can ignore its powers.

Harry and Meghan should dump Netflix over The Crown
BEVERLY HILLS

Prince Harry and Meghan face a simple choice. 
They need to either dump their Netflix deal in 
protest at the way The Crown has portrayed 
his parents — or get bum implants and join the 
Kardashians.That’s what it comes down to. Money 
or reputation. For a member of the Royal Family, 
you would have thought that was an easy question.

Well, at least until Prince Andrew decided holi-
daying with a convicted paedophile sounded like 
jolly good fun.But certainly Queen Elizabeth would 
never have trased her family name for a bag of 
gold.So why is Harry happy to do so?Netflix se-
ries The Crown hasn’t been particularly kind to 
the royals over its first three seasons. But season 
four has been nasty. But that chat was a few years 
ago, before the juicy “Megxit” storyline.With The 
Crown the top Netflix show in Australia, the temp-
tation to do a few more seasons must be getting 
very strong.So how will Harry feel when, in a few 
years’ time, someone watches the episode where 
he and Meghan break from the family – and then 
the end credits suggest you go and watch their 
new documentary afterwards?It will seem as 
if they have given their blessing and, no doubt, 
some juicy information to the show.Or, worse, 
The Crown finishes before Megxit and word leaks 
out there was a deal with Harry where he inserted 
a clause to save himself and Meghan – but was 
happy to throw his dead mother under e bus?At 
the moment, the impression I have is that Meghan 
and Harry are looking to cash-in on their name. 
And I’m not exactly alone there.Most of us have no 

choice and have to do things for money. The roy-
als are supposed to be different. So, if they broke 
their Netflix deal in a powerful video message that 
stood up for his family and his beloved mother’s 

memory, they would do more for their reputation 
than a thousand well-meaning documentaries on 
Netflix. But I fear it’s more likely Meghan will get 
her buttocks pumped full of fat and change her 

Galaxy Survives Black Hole’s Feast – For Now
LONDON

The hungriest of black holes are thought 
to gobble up so much surrounding mate-
rial they put an end to the life of their 
host galaxy. This feasting process is so 
intense that it creates a highly energetic 
object called a quasar – one of the bright-
est objects in the universe – as the spin-
ning matter is sucked into the black hole’s 
belly. Now, researchers have found a gal-
axy that is surviving the black hole’s rav-
enous forces by continuing to birth new 
stars – about 100 Sun-sized stars a year.
The discovery from NASA’s telescope on 
an airplane, the Stratospheric Observatory 
for Infrared Astronomy, can help explain 
how massive galaxies came to be, even 
though the universe today is dominated 
by galaxies that no longer form stars. The 
results are published in the Astrophysical 
Journal. “This shows us that the growth of 
active black holes doesn’t stop star birth 
instantaneously, which goes against all 
the current scientific predictions,” said 
Allison Kirkpatrick, assistant professor 
at the University of Kansas in Lawrence 
Kansas and co-author on the study. “It’s 
causing us to re-think our theories on how 
galaxies evolve.”SOFIA, a joint project of 
NASA and the German Aerospace Center, 
DLR, studied an extremely distant galaxy, 
located more than 5.25 billion light years 

away called CQ4479. At its core is a special 
type of quasar that was recently discov-
ered by Kirkpatrick called a “cold quasar.” 
In this kind of quasar, the active black hole 
is still feasting on material from its host 
galaxy, but the quasar’s intense energy has 
not ravaged all of the cold gas, so stars can 
keep forming and the galaxy lives on. This 
is the first time researchers have a de-
tailed look at a cold quasar, directly meas-
uring the black hole’s growth, star birth 
rate, and how much cold gas remains to 
fuel the galaxy. “We were surprised to see 
another oddball galaxy that defies current 
theories,” said Kevin Cooke, postdoctoral 
researcher at the University of Kansas in 
Lawrence, Kansas, and lead author of this 
study. “If this tandem growth continues 
both the black hole and the stars sur-
rounding it would triple in mass before 
the galaxy reaches the end of its life.” 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

On twenty-ninth of November every year, the free 
people of the world celebrate the International Day 
of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, which was 
declared by the United Nations General Assembly 
in 1977, solidarity with the inalienable rights of 
the Palestinian people to freedom and self-deter-
mination, and to establish their independent state 
on their national soil, with Jerusalem as its capital. 
This day reflects the adherence of the vast majority of 
countries in the world to the values of International 
justice and the need to achieve security and peace 
in the region. Justice requires that the Palestinian 
people be empowered to determine their own des-
tiny like other peoples, and to enable them to at-
tain their national aspirations and goals in building a 
free, sovereign and viable state and to end the Israeli 
military occupation and the Zionist settlements as 
well, especially in the city of Jerusalem, which is wit-
nessing the fiercest settlement building aimed at up-
rooting the Palestinian existence from the holy city. 
 On the International Day of Solidarity with the 

Palestinian People, our people are still under direct 
Israeli occupation and are subjected to an abominable 
racial discrimination regime, in which our people suffer 
from repeated violations of the Israeli occupation forces 
and the settler flocks who target the Palestinian peo-
ple, their land, sky, air, capabilities and natural wealth. 
 On the International Day of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People, two-thirds of which are still suffering 
from a refugee status since 1948, they live in camps in 
the neighboring countries clinging to the right to return 
to their villages and cities from which they were forced 
out, and are still awaiting the implementation of United 
Nations resolutions, especially Resolution 194, which 
stipulated their return to their homes.  The resolution has 
emphasized to compensate Palestinian refugees as well. 
Despite everything, the Palestinian people are still 
clinging to their national identity and resisting 
Israeli plots to eliminate our culture and heritage. 
Palestinians have been living in the land of Palestine 
for thousands of years while struggling to maintain 
their identity and integrity guaranteed first by their 
massive sacrifices in the course. The modern history 
of Palestine, which has been represented by hundreds 

of thousands of martyrs, wounded and prisoners, as 
well as the UN resolutions in its various organizations 
and branches have also guaranteed them, and also in-
cluded the obligations that the occupying power tries 
to evade from by establishing alternative paths and by 
disavowing their commitments and by practicing the 
most severe violations against the Palestinian people. 
 A just solution to the Palestinian issue requires an end to 
the new apartheid regime imposed by the Israeli occupa-
tion force and an end to its occupation of the Palestinian 
land that has continued since June 5, 1967, including 
Jerusalem, which is also a prelude to resolving all cri-
ses in the region, and an entry point for the Palestinian 
people to restore their pioneering civilization role in 
building The values of the humanitarian system that 
the peoples of the world seek, on their land and in their 
independent and sovereign state on the 1967 borders 
with East Jerusalem as its capital. On behalf of the State 
of Palestine and the Palestinian people, the Embassy of 
the State of Palestine to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
salutes the brotherly people of Pakistan for their sym-
pathy and support, appreciates the solidarity statements 
of the honorable President, Government, Parliament and 

Statement on the occasion of the United Nations International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People 

November-29-1947

Despite strong Arab opposition, the 
United Nations votes for the parti-
tion of Palestine and the creation 
of an independent Jewish state.The 
modern conflict between Jews and 
Arabs in Palestine dates back to the 

1910s, when both groups laid claim to the British-
controlled territory. The Jews were Zionists, recent 
emigrants from Europe and Russia who came to the 
ancient homeland of the Jews to establish a Jewish 
national state. The native Palestinian Arabs sought 
to stem Jewish immigration and set up a secular 
Palestinian state.Beginning in 1929, Arabs and Jews 
openly fought in Palestine, and Britain attempted to 
limit Jewish immigration as a means of appeasing the 
Arabs. As a result of the Holocaust in Europe, many 
Jews illegally entered Palestine during World War II. 
Radical Jewish groups employed terrorism against 
British forces in Palestine, which they thought had 
betrayed the Zionist cause. At the end of World War 
II, in 1945, the United States took up the Zionist 
cause. Britain, unable to find a practical solution, 
referred the problem to the United Nations, which 
on November 29, 1947, voted to partition Palestine.
The Jews were to possess more than half of Palestine, 

though they made up less than half of Palestine’s pop-
ulation. The Palestinian Arabs, aided by volunteers 
from other countries, fought the Zionist forces, but 
the Jews secured full control of their U.N.-allocated 
share of Palestine and also some Arab territory. On 
May 14, 1948, Britain withdrew with the expiration of 
its mandate, and the State of Israel was proclaimed by 
Jewish Agency Chairman David Ben-Gurion. The next 

day, forces from Egypt, Transjordan (now known as 
Jordan), Syria, Lebanon and Iraq invaded. The Israelis 
managed to fight off the Arabs and then seize key ter-
ritories, such as Galilee, the Palestinian coast, and a 
strip of territory connecting the coastal region to the 
western section of Jerusalem. In 1949, U.N.-brokered 
cease-fires left the State of Israel in permanent control 
of those conquered areas.

U.N. votes for partition of Palestine

The author is research intern at The
Asian Telegraph, pursing degree in Media

Studies

TAT Special

 Maham Tayyeb 



Sunday, November 29, 2020

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Queen Elizabeth’s 
Christmas bubble

NEWYORK
New rules in the UK, due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, prohibit more than three households 
celebrating together so the royal has been 
choosing her guests carefully.A source told the 
Daily Mail’s Eden Confidential column: “Prince 
Edward and his family will be one of the two in 
her bubble.” Prince Edward is Queen Elizabeth 
and Prince Philip’s youngest child and they are 
also very close to his wife Sophie, Countess of 
Wessex.However, the Queen reportedly has plans 
to see some of her other children, by inviting 
them to a shoot at the Sandringham estate over 
the festive season.The insider added: “If they go 
to Sandringham, their traditional Boxing Day 
shoot could still take place, enabling them to see 
members of the family unable to join them on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.”This could in-
clude Prince Charles and Duchess Camilla, along 
with the Queen and Prince Philip’s grandson 
Prince William, his wife Duchess Catherine and 
their three children.It was previously claimed 
that Queen Elizabeth, 94 and Prince Philip, 99, 
had planned to spend a quiet Christmas alone 
together at Windsor Castle due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.VoM

Kate makes surprise appear-
ance before important day

NEW YORK
The Duchess of Cambridge made a surprise ap-
pearance on Thursday night ahead of one of the 
biggest speeches of her royal career.In the clip 
posted by Kensington Palace, Kate unveiled one 
of the first findings from her Five Big Questions 
on the Under Fives survey.In the accompanying 
caption, Kensington Palace said: “Tonight we 
start sharing the #5BigInsights from our land-
mark research on the early years, commissioned 
by The Royal Foundation and conducted by ipsos 
mori, starting with Insight 1...”The Duchess re-
vealed from the landmark research: “98 per cent 
of you said that nurture is essential to lifelong 
outcomes. But just one in four actually recognise 
the specific importance of the first five years of a 
child’s life.”On Monday, Kate revealed that more 
than half a million people took part in the sur-
vey, which she launched in January.The Duchess 
promoted the project during a mini tour of the 
UK between 22 January and 21 February, making 
visits to Cardiff, Birmingham, Woking, London, 
Belfast and Aberdeen.In the video posted on 
Kensington Palace’s social media accounts on 
Monday, Kate said: “This year has been a hugely 
challenging time for us all and there hasn’t been a 
more important time to talk about families.”VoM

Kendall  has ‘struggled a 
bit’ with her mental health

LONDON
The 25-year-old supermodel took to Twitter 
to open up to fans, admitting how “hard” 
2020 has been at times and crediting her 
“gratitude” for the positive moments for 
keeping her going.“In this past year i’ve 
found it hard to keep my spirits up at times 
and have struggled a bit with my mental 
(health),” penned the Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians star.“What gets me through it 
is gratitude! be thankful today for what you 
have! sending love. (sic)”Kendall has been 
candid about her mental health struggles in 
the past and previously admitted to suffering 
panic attacks when she was “really, really 
young.“I remember not being able to - feel-
ing like I couldn’t breathe and venting to my 
mum and being like, ‘Mum, I feel like I can’t 
breathe. Something must be wrong’,” she 
explained.“No one ever told me that I had 
anxiety,” she added. “Maybe three or four 
years ago it came back completely full-on... 
I would have crazy panic attacks. I finally 
kind of got the information that I needed 
about it.”VoM

Bureau Reuter
CAIRO

A late goal from Mohamed ‘Afsha’ Magdy 
gave Al-Ahly a dramatic 2-1 victory over 
Zamalek on Friday in an all-Egyptian CAF 
Champions League final in Cairo.Magdy 
struck as stoppage time loomed behind 
closed doors because of the coronavirus 
pandemic after Amr El-Soleya had given 
Ahly an early lead and ‘Shikabala’ scored 
a magnificent equaliser before half-time.
With 85 minutes gone, Magdy controlled 
the ball with his knee outside the area 

and hammered it into the net to earn 
Ahly a record-extending ninth Champions 
League title and first since 2013.
The climax was in keeping with a thrill-
ing final that completed a competition 
which began in August last year and 
was constantly delayed by Covid-19.
Success for Ahly meant South African 
Pitso Mosimane became only the third 
coach after Argentine Oscar Fullone and 
Egyptian Mahmoud El-Gohary to win the 
Champions League title with two clubs.
Mosimane guided Mamelodi Sundowns 
of South Africa to a 3-1 aggregate victory 
over Zamalek in the 2016 title decider.
Before the kick off in a stadium that 
would normally be packed to its 
74,000 capacity for a Cairo derby, both 
teams observed a moment of silence 
in honour of Argentine icon Diego 
Maradona, who died on Wednesday.
Ahly took a fifth-minute lead when 
Amr El-Soleya rose to powerfully 

head a corner kick into the net after 
goalkeeper Mohamed Abou Gabal 
had conceded the set piece under 
pressure from Hussein el Shahat.
Boosted by the dream start, the Cairo 
Red Devils use both wings to keep 
the White Knights under pressure in 
the first Champions League final fea-
turing clubs from the same country.
When Zamalek did push forward 
they were no match for an Ahly de-
fence that conceded just six goals 
in 14 matches en route to the final.
But any disappointment Zamalek 
supporters experienced as they 
watched the match live on na-
tional television disappeared after 
31 minutes thanks to ‘Shikabala’.
One of many Egyptian footballers 
who favour a nickname over their of-
ficial name, in his case Mahmoud 
Abdelrazek Hassan Fadlala, ‘Shikabala’ 
levelled with a memorable solo goal.

Staff Report
New Zealand

A seventh member of the Pakistan 
cricket team in New Zealand has tested 
positive for COVID-19 and will join 
other infected teammates in quarantine.
Six members of the 53-member squad 
tested positive on Tuesday when the team 
arrived in New Zealand from Pakistan 
and began its compulsory 14-day stay 
in managed isolation. The seventh mem-
ber tested positive Friday when play-
ers and officials again were tested on 
the third day of their isolation period.
Under New Zealand rules, people in man-
aged isolation generally are tested on 
the third and 12th days of the isolation 
period. The new infection was reported 
Saturday by New Zealand’s ministry of 
health in its daily update of COVID cases.
“One additional member of the Pakistan 
cricket squad has today tested positive 
during routine testing,” the Ministry 

of Health said in a statement. “The 
remainder of the results from the 
squad’s day 3 swab testing — apart 
from the six who have already re-
turned a positive result — are negative.”
People who test positive while in isolation 
can be held beyond the usual 14-day period.
The Pakistan team has already re-
ceived a final warning from the health 
ministry after players breached proto-
cols on their first day in isolation. The 
ministry said closed-circuit television 
footage from the team’s Christchurch 
hotel showed squad members min-
gling in corridors and sharing food.
An exemption which would have allowed 
team members to train in small groups 
after their third day in isolation has been 
revoked. But will be reviewed later if no 
further breaches occur. Players and team 
management are required to stay in their 
rooms for the first three days of the iso-
lation period. New Zealand’s director 

general of health, Dr. Ashley Bloomfield, 
said he took a “dim view” of the team’s 
failure to obey the regulations which had 
been clearly spelled out to team members 
on their arrival. Further breaches might 
lead to the team being expelled from 
New Zealand. “Rather than being in their 
own rooms which is a requirement for 
that first three days, until that first test 
comes back, there was some mingling 
in the hallways, chatting, sharing food 
and not wearing masks,” Bloomfield said.

Finance ministry warns about serious 
downside risks to the economic outlook

Bureau Report
ISLAMABAD

The federal government on Friday predicted 
a stable exchange rate in the near term, which 
implies no major rupee devaluation, and also 
said that the economic growth remained per-
sistent but the outlook was mixed due to the 
second wave of the coronavirus pandemic.In its 
monthly Economic Outlook report, the Ministry 
of Finance said the inflation was expected to 
further ease to around 8.5% this month and 
inflation pressures may also subside owing to 
a stable exchange rate. In October, the inflation 
was recorded at 8.9%.The report, however, 
warned about serious downside risks to the 
economic outlook, which, it said, have become 
“prominent” because of the second wave of 
Covid-19, thanks to “ignorance” of the people.
The economic recovery which started since 
the start of the new fiscal year, continued in 
the month of October 2020, said the finance 
ministry. However, looking at the impact of 
the ongoing coronavirus, the downside risks 
are becoming prominent, it added.The recent 
increase in the number of coronavirus cases is 
forcing the government to follow partial care-
ful policy especially in services sectors. Thus, 
like the rest of the world, the economic outlook 

for Pakistan is also having a mixed message, 
cautioned the ministry.If the SOPs are strictly 
followed by the general public, it is expected 
that the negative impact can be dampened and 
the economy will return to long-term sustain-
able growth path, according to the report. The 
ministry underscored that Pakistan undertook 
timely measures to mitigate the negative im-
pact of the pandemic, thus, in the first quarter 
considerable recovery was seen in domestic 
economic activity. “However, the ignorance of 
the general public caused the resurgence of the 
Covid-19 infection, thus putting downside risks 
to the outlook, particularly, if there are tighter 
restrictions on mobility.”The finance ministry 
underlined that the prospects for growth in 
agriculture were encouraging on the basis of 
better production of sugarcane and rice.  “The 
Pakistan economy is under way of recovery.”No 
significant deterioration in the balance of trade 
in goods and services is expected. Also, the in-
flow of workers remittances remained strong. 
Therefore, the recovery may preserve external 
balance, it added.The ministry also commented 
on the exchange rate and predicted a stable cur-
rency in “near term”.“External balance implies 
the prospect for a stable exchange rate in the 
near term, which may contribute, in addition 
to specific government measures, to reduce in-
flationary pressures”.The rupee further gained 

value and appreciated to Rs158.1 to a dollar on 
Friday in line with what Prime Minister Imran 
Khan had said a day earlier in his interaction 
with journalists in Lahore. However, the banking 
credit numbers do not support economic growth 
prospects.The finance ministry stated that the 
Private Sector Credit (PSC) retirement stood 
at Rs49.4 billion during the first four months 
of this fiscal year as against the retirement of 
Rs6.6 billion last year. For budgetary support, 
the government also borrowed Rs213.6 billion 
as compared with Rs331.7 billion last year. The 
ministry claimed that sufficient orders were 
available with the exporters for the coming 
months and it is expected that the export sector 
will perform better in future. But the projected 
exports figures for the month of November by 
the finance ministry do not subscribe to the 

Bureau Report
NEW YORK

After months of slumping sales and businesses 
toppling into bankruptcy, Black Friday is of-
fering a small beacon of hope.In normal times, 
Black Friday is the busiest shopping day of the 
year, drawing millions of shoppers eager to get 
started on their holiday spending.But these are 
not normal times: The economy is tanking and 
crowds are expected to be dramatically dimin-
ished as coronavirus cases spike and shoppers 
do more of their purchases online.Many retail-
ers closed their doors on Thanksgiving Day but 
are beefing up their safety protocols to reassure 

wary customers that they can still come back 
the next day.For those who can’t be reassured, 
stores are moving their doorbuster deals online 
and ramping up curbside pickup options as a last 
grasp at sales before the year ends and they head 
into the dark days of winter with the pandemic 
still raging.“Black Friday is still critical,” said 
Neil Saunders, managing director of GlobalData 
Retail. “No retailer wants it to be tarnished. It’s 
still vital to get their consumers spending and 
get consumers into the holiday mood.” The US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 
labeled shopping in crowded stores during the 
holidays a “higher risk” activity and says that 
people should limit any in-person shopping, 
including at supermarkets.Instead, the health 
agency recommends shopping online, visiting 
outdoor markets or using curbside pickup, where 
workers bring orders to you in the parking lot.
The day after Thanksgiving has been losing its 
luster as the unofficial start to the holiday shop-
ping season for the past several years, with more 
stores were offering holiday discounts throughout 
the month. Still, Black Friday has remained the 

busiest day of the year, according to ShopperTrak, 
and is expected to hold that title again this year. 
There is reason for hope. Retailers were suc-
cessful in convincing shoppers to spend early 
by pushing big discounts in mid-October. And 
shoppers have shown their willingness to spend 
for other holidays such as Easter and Halloween.
The National Retail Federation, the nation’s larg-
est retail trade group, has taken an optimistic 
view, predicting that shoppers will be looking 
for reasons to celebrate.The trade group expects 
sales for the November and December period to 
increase between 3.6 percent and 5.2 percent 
over 2019 compared with a 4 percent increase 
the year before. Holiday sales have averaged gains 
of 3.5 percent over the past five years. “After all 
they’ve been through, we think there’s going to 
be a psychological factor that they owe it to them-
selves and their families to have a better-than-
normal holiday,” said NRF Chief Economist Jack 
Kleinhenz. “There are risks to the economy if the 
virus continues to spread, but as long as consum-
ers remain confident and upbeat, they will spend 
for the holiday season.”

Black Friday offers beacon of hope to struggling stores

First shipment of 
China-made Tesla se-
dans reaches Europe

Bureaau Report
BRUSSELS

Concluding a month-long journey, 
the first-ever transport of China-
made Tesla Model 3 cars to be sold 
in the European market reached the 
port of Zeebrugge in Belgium late 
on Thursday.The very first blue 
Model 3 was driven off the vessel 
docked at Zeebrugge’s International 
Car Operators (ICO) Terminal at 
2:10 p.m. local time on Friday.
Vincent De Saedeleer, vice president 
of Zeebrugge port, a natural deep-
water harbor with a broad network 
of road and rail connections across 
Europe, said the port has seen 
shortsea trade shrinking as the in-
dustry in Europe is affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, ship-
ping connections between Europe 
and Asia operate fully loaded as in-
dustries in China run at close to full 
capacity.“Our aim is to operate as a 
hub for China in northwest Europe,” 
said Saedeleer.Some 7,000 sedans 
manufactured in Tesla’s Gigafactory 
in Shanghai, China are destined for 
Europe in two shipments. The first 
batch of about 3,600 has arrived. 
The second shipment is scheduled 
to reach Europe in early December, 
Xinhua has learned.The electric 
vehicles will then be shipped on 
to Germany, France, Italy, Spain, 
Portugal and Switzerland for sale.
Tao Lin, vice president at Tesla, told 
Xinhua that the U.S. carmaker has 
gained confidence in China after the 
country succeeded in overcoming 
the pandemic and has pulled ahead 
in economic recovery.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Dubai is on track to register a rapid recov-
ery from the repercussions of the COVID-19 
with customs transactions rising by 24.5% 
over the first nine months of 2020.The sharp 
rise in transactions reflects the strength and 
resilience of the economy and the emirate’s 
proven capability to weather external eco-
nomic shocks, Dubai Government Media of-
fice said in a press statement. The number 
of transactions processed by Dubai Customs 
reached 11.2 million in the period between 
January to September, compared to 9 mil-
lion in the corresponding period last year.
Customs declarations climbed 33 per cent in 
the first nine months of the current year to 
reach 9.7 million declarations, an average of 
more than one million declarations a month, 
compared to 7.3 million in the same period 
last year. The impressive figures point to 
Dubai’s strong economic foundations and 
its ability to quickly rebound from the im-
pact of global headwinds.Dubai Customs’ 
advanced Smart Workspace facilitates the 
completion of a declaration in an average 
of less than 5 minutes. Clients can process 

their customs and cargo clearance trans-
actions from anywhere, anytime through 
Dubai Customs’ 24/7 smart applications. 
Meanwhile, the number of business registra-
tion transactions saw an exceptional surge 
of 84.5 per cent to reach 201,000, compared 
to 109,000 in the corresponding period last 
year.Dubai Customs also completed 648,000 
refund claims, 357,600 certificate and re-
port requests, and 257,000 inspection-

booking requests as of the end of September 
2020.“Dubai has shown great potential to 
bounce back strongly from the effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Sultan bin 
Sulayem, DP World Group Chairman & CEO 
and Chairman of Ports, Customs and Free 
Zone Corporation.“This is reflected in the 
continued confidence of global investors in 
the strength and resilience of the economies 
of Dubai and the UAE.”

Dubai’s customs transactions rose 24.5% in first nine months of 2020

Bureau Report
BUENOS AIRES:

In the Rotundo household in Buenos Aires, the spirit of 
Diego Maradona has a living tribute: twin nine-year-old 
girls, Mara and Dona, named after the soccer legend who 
died this week.The diminutive playmaker, one of the 
world’s best ever who led Argentina to World Cup glory, 
inspired avid support through his magic on the pitch 
and his charisma off it, despite a turbulent personal life 
dogged by addiction.Maradona died of heart failure on 
Wednesday and was laid to rest on Thursday amid huge 
fanfare and high emotion, with thousands of people 
crowding the streets around the capital as his body was 
taken to be buried.The naming of the twins was never in 
doubt, said their dad, Walter Rotundo, who has a tattoo of 
Maradona on his back and proudly shows a photograph of 
the soccer star holding a picture of the two girls as infants.
Walter said the decision over the names went back to the 
1990 World Cup when he saw Maradona cry inconsolably 
after losing the final 1-0 to West Germany. He told his 
wife, Stella Maris Prez, the first time they met that they 
would one day have two daughters - named after the star.
Maradona has almost cult status in Argentina, where his 
nickname “D10S” is a play of the Spanish word for “God” 
and his famed number 10 shirt. Mara and Dona have their 
own Argentina shirts with the number and their names.
Mara, older than her sister by a minute, said she loved 
her name and the story behind it.“It seems very beautiful 
to me to have this name and what I like the most about 
this name is knowing why he called me that. I feel that 
this name is wonderful,” she said.Dona said Maradona’s 
death had come as a shock.“I can’t believe that he died or 
why he died,” she said. “He is a very good person, he did 
not deserve that.”

Stable exchange rate ‘to ease inflation’

Al-Ahly win African Champions League thanks to late Magdy goal

Argentine twins a living 
tribute to soccer great

7th Pakistan cricket team member tests positive for COVID-19
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NEW YORK 
News this month of three promising coro-
navirus vaccines has helped push the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average over 30,000, but 
some investors worry that slow vaccination 
rates may weaken next year’s expected eco-
nomic recovery. Overall, 58% of Americans 
said in a Gallup poll here that ended Nov. 
1 that they would get vaccinated, up from 
50% who were willing in a September poll. 
Forty-two percent said they would be un-
willing to get a vaccine, citing reasons such 
as the rushed development timeline and 
concerns about safety. Delays in vaccine dis-
tribution or widespread refusal to be vac-
cinated would allow the virus to continue 
to circulate longer and delay the develop-
ment of herd immunity, which occurs when 
enough people in a population have some 
form of protection that prevents the easy 
spread of a disease. “To be certain that the 
world will be back to normal by mid-next 
year because a vaccine is available is an ag-
gressive assumption,” said David Albrycht, 
chief investment officer at Newfleet Asset 
Management. “There’s a light at the end 
of the tunnel but we’re not sure how long 
that the tunnel is going to be,” he said, citing 
uncertainties including whether a vaccine 
will be free or covered by insurance plans, 

its rollout and its public acceptance rate. Citi 
Research wrote in a note on Monday that 
herd immunity would not form until late 
2021, boosting global Gross Domestic Prod-
uct growth by only 0.7% next year com-
pared with an estimated 3% gain in 2022 
as vaccination rates rise. “The answer is not 
the vaccine; it’s vaccinations. The vaccine 
needs to be widely adopted and accepted 
for it to work,” said Ernesto Ramos, head of 
equities at BMO Global Asset Management. 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration will 
likely grant approval in mid-December for 
distribution of the vaccine developed by 
Pfizer Inc and German partner BioNTech 
and some healthcare workers could start 
getting shots a day or two later, Dr. Moncef 
Slaoui, chief scientific adviser for the U.S. 
government’s Operation Warp Speed, said 
on Sunday. Some 70% of the U.S. popula-
tion of 330 million would need to be in-

oculated to achieve herd immunity, which 
is possible by May, he said. Ramos said 
those estimates may be overly optimis-
tic and the economic benefits of vaccina-
tions will not be apparent until the second 
half of next year, increasing chances that 
the recent U.S. economic slowdown could 
worsen. Investors will get the latest U.S. 
economic snapshot with data next week, 
including the monthly employment report. 
Economists polled by Reuters expect the 
Dec. 4 jobs report to show unemployment 
dipped to 6.8% from 6.9%, still well above 
the 4.5% rate in March, before much of the 
U.S. economy went into lockdown. Targeted 
vaccinations could revive the economy even 
with delays in widespread adoption, said 
Jonathan Golub, chief U.S. equity strategist 
at Credit Suisse Securities. “The success-
ful vaccination of seniors and front-line 
workers could expedite the renormaliza-
tion process well before herd immunity 
is achieved,” he said. The S&P 500 may 
reach 4,050 by the end of 2021, up about 
13% from its current level, he estimated. 
While vaccine adoption rates are a “wild-
card,” their availability removes the risk of 
another widespread economic lockdown, 
said John Buckingham, portfolio man-
ager at Kovitz Investment Group. Reuters

Beijing  
In a shocking revelation, Chinese 
researchers have claimed that 
novel coronavirus originated in 
India last year after it transmit-
ted to humans from animals via 
contaminated water. A team from 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
said in their latest research that 
Covid-19, which has claimed 
over 1.4 million lives with more 
than 61.6 million infections glob-
ally after being declared a pan-
demic in March, likely originated 
in India in summer 2019, before 
travelling unnoticed to Chinese 
province of Wuhan, where it was 
first detected, Mail Online report-
ed. The Chinese authorities had 
earlier suggested that both Italy 
and the United States could be 
the site of the original infection. 
In their paper, the Chinese team 
used phylogenetic analysis – a 
study of how a virus mutates – to 
attempt to trace the origins of Co-
vid-19. Viruses, like all cells, mu-
tate as they reproduce, meaning 
tiny changes occur in their DNA 
each time they replicate them-
selves. Scientists argued that it 
should therefore be possible to 

track down the original version 
of the virus by finding the sample 
with the fewest mutations. They 
said that using this method ruled 
out the virus found in Wuhan as 
the ‘original’ virus, and instead 
pointed to eight other countries: 
Bangladesh, the US, Greece, Aus-
tralia, India, Italy, Czech Repub-
lic, Russia or Serbia. Researchers 
went on to argue that because 
India and Bangladesh both re-
corded samples with low muta-
tions and were geographic neigh-
bours, it was therefore likely that 
the first transmission occurred 
there. By estimating the amount 
of time it takes for the virus to 
mutate once, and comparing 
that to the samples taken there, 
they also theorised that the vi-

rus first emerged there in July 
or August 2019. They went on 
to say: “From May to June 2019, 
the second longest recorded heat 
wave had rampaged in northern-
central India and Pakistan, which 
created a serious water crisis in 
this region. “The water shortage 
made wild animals such as mon-
keys engage in the deadly fight 
over water among each other 
and would have surely increased 
the chance of human-wild animal 
interactions. “We speculate that 
the [animal to human] transmis-
sion of SARS-CoV-2 might be as-
sociated with this unusual heat 
wave.” Researchers further ar-
gued that India’s poor healthcare 
system and young population 
– who suffer less severe symp-
toms of Covid – allowed the virus 
to spread undetected for several 
months. They speculated that 
the virus could have spread to 
the other countries on their list 
before coming to China, possibly 
via Europe. “In this regard, the 
Covid-19 pandemic is inevitable 
and the Wuhan epidemic is only 
a part of it,” they concluded. Xi-
nhua

Experts point to growing stra-
tegic instability in the region

RUSSELS
ities for countering any Indian mis-
adventure. The views were expressed 
by defence experts on Friday during a 
webinar on ‘India’s Counterforce Ca-
pabilities and Options’. The webinar 
had been hosted by Strategic Vision 
Institute (SVI). The former director-
general of the Arms Control and Dis-
armament Affairs Department at the 
Strategic Plans Division, Khalid Banuri, 
dwelt upon the dynamics driving In-
dia’s pursuit of counterforce strategy. 
This, he said, includes massive defence 
allocations, fast-tracked acquisitions 
and modernization, and the planned 
integration of its armed forces. He 
pointed out that India has collabora-
tions with major arms suppliers such 
as the US, Russia, and Israel, and is on 
the quest for more such arrangements. 
These collaborations, he noted, have 
created a security dilemma for Paki-
stan. Dr Rabia Akhtar suggested that 
deterrence equilibrium in South Asia 

is more important than ever before 
because efforts aimed at making de-
terrence fail have outweighed those 
attempting to solidify it. She said that 
India’s ideologically motivated polity 
was uncomfortable with the notions of 
mutual vulnerabilities and status quo 
and therefore a push towards counter-
force strategy was now visible in the 
Indian strategic conclave. She warned 
that with expanding Indian counter-
force capabilities, the chances of in-
advertent and accidental escalations 
increase manifold, thereby, threaten-
ing the region’s strategic stability. Pak-
istan, Dr Akhtar advised, should keep 
its counter value and counterforce 
options and seek allies, who can help 
it on the path for strategic moderniza-
tion. Dr Zafar Jaspal stated that the bel-
ligerence in Indian strategic thinking 
was evident from the statements made 
by its diplomats and military officials, 
specifically National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval. He said the three objectives 
of the Indian posture is to compel Paki-
stan, deter China, and demonstrate 
power in the Indian Ocean Region. VoM

ISLAMABAD
Mushaal Hussein Mallick, the wife of detained Hurriyat 
leader Yasin Malik Saturday urged the people to boycott the 
forthcoming District Development Council (DDC) elections in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) which 
could not be an alternative to the Kashmir’s right to self de-
termination. People should stay away from the polls to con-
vey a strong message to international community that they 
do not want elections but freedom from India’s illegal occu-
pation, she said in her reaction to the so-called local bodies’ 
elections being held on Saturday in the valley at a time when 
the brutal authorities put the valley under military siege.
Narendra Modi-led fascist Indian government is staging 
drama to hold so-called elections in IIOJK under the shadow 
of guns, which could not be acceptable to Kashmiris at any 
cost, she said. Mushaal, who is also Chairperson Peace and 
Culture Organisation said the people of IIOJK have given 
huge sacrifices for the attainment of their birthright to self-
determination and not for the elections. “Whosoever is con-
testing the DDC elections betrays the Kashmir cause and 
casting vote under the Indian illegal occupation and its Con-
stitution is treason with the blood of Kashmiri martyrs and 
huge sacrifices of the people,” she said and added that Kash-
mir will not accept the so-called polls come what may. She 
said that all Hurriyat leadership boycotted the polls; hence 
the brave Kashmiris should resist all tactics of pressure and 
duress to foil the brutal regime attempt to hold polls in the 

valley, adding that Kashmiri people are being forced to cast 
votes or else ready to face the consequences. “As the worst 
demonstration of political vendetta, India is brazenly using 
draconian Public Safety Act (PSA), a lawless law, to stifle dis-
sent in IIOJK and deliberately prolonged unlawful detention 
of Kashmiri prisoners for their political beliefs,” she added.
Mushaal disclosed that Indian troops have intensified cor-
don and search operations across the territory and arrested 
hundreds of people ahead of so-called DDCs and Panchayat 
elections to build pressure to force people to cast votes. The 
chairperson said that Indian brutal authorities turned the 
occupied valley into a torture cell; where Indian troops and 
police personnel unleashed a new wave of brutalities and 
barbarism. Indian forces martyred two Kashmiri youth in 
the so-called search operation in Pulwama, she added. VoM

AJK President urges OIC to 
intervene to save Kashmiris’ 

from ethnic cleansing in IIOJK

LONDON
Face-to-face negotiations between Britain and the Eu-
ropean Union over a trade deal restarted on Saturday, 
in a last-ditch attempt to find agreement with just five 
weeks to go before their current relationship ends. EU 
negotiator Michel Barnier arrived for talks in London 
on Saturday morning. He said on Friday night that he 
was “very happy” to be back in the city and would 
keep working with “patience and determination”. 
Barnier and Britain’s chief negotiator David Frost 
are working to secure a deal before the UK’s transi-
tion period with the EU ends on Dec. 31. Both sides 
are calling for the other to compromise on the three 
main issues of contention - fishing, state aid and how 
to resolve any future disputes. Britain left the bloc on 
Jan. 31 this year and a “no-deal” final exit would snarl 
borders, spook financial markets and disrupt delicate 
supply chains that stretch across Europe and beyond 
-- just as the world grapples with the vast economic 
cost of the COVID-19 outbreak. British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson spoke to Irish Taoiseach Micheal 
Martin on Friday evening. Johnson underlined his 
commitment to reaching a deal that respects the 
sovereignty of the UK, according to a UK statement. 
On the major sticking point of fishing, some media 
reports on Friday suggested that Britain had rejected 
an EU proposal on the value of fish quota. Reuters

MIRPUR  
Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJK) President Sardar Masood 
Khan has called upon Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) to intervene to save Kashmiris 
from ethnic cleansing, state terrorism and oppressive 
settler-colonialism of India. While addressing as 
representative of the Kashmiri people in the second 
working session of the 47th OIC Foreign Ministers 
Council in NIAMEY (Niger) on Saturday, he said “The 
Kashmiris were looking towards 1.8 billion Muslims 
and 57 Islamic states for help to rescue them from the 
evil clutches of an aggressor country which is poised 
to eliminate them en-mass, AJK President office said 
Saturday evening. He said that at present, Kashmir 
was burning, the genocide of Kashmiri people was 
on the climax as the people demanding freedom and 
dignity were being massacred, injured, maimed and 
deprived of their eyesight, adding that Kashmiris were 
experiencing the worst Islamophobia in the world. 
The President said the Kashmiri people were being 
illegally arrested in IIOJK, subjected to the worst 
torture. The youth were being kidnapped and forcibly 
disappeared. At present, he maintained that 20,000 
Kashmiris were languishing in different prisons and 
detention camps facing a grave threat to their lives. 
Sardar Masood Khan said that crimes against mankind 
were being committed on an industrial scale in the 
length and cranny of the held territory, and the game 
of death and destruction continues in every street and 
corner. He said that India’s fascist regime was bringing 
Indian citizens from all across the country to the held 
territory, and is unlawfully settling them in order to 
turn occupied Kashmir into its colony. In this way, he 
asserted that a Muslim state was being forcibly turned 
into a Hindu state. While describing the Kashmiris 
as the victims of the worst state terrorism, the AJK 
president said that India’s one million troops were 
perpetrating a reign of terror against the innocent 
subjects of held Kashmir, and were also subjecting the 
citizens of Azad Kashmir to the worst aggression on 
daily basis. “Women, children and old aged citizens 
were martyred, injured or disabled. He said that at 
present, the worst Islamophobia in the world is being 
witnessed in occupied Jammu and Kashmir where 
the Muslims are being eliminated because of their 
ideology and faith. The President Thanked the OIC for 
demanding the cessation of human rights violations in 
occupied Kashmir, lifting of India’s illegal occupation 
and granting the right of self-determination to the 
Kashmiri people for decades together. He pointed out 
that India’s fanatic BJP regime, under its Hindutva 
agenda, had merged occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
into the Indian Union without the consent of Kashmiri 
people, and this action is the flagrant violation of the 
UN Security Council resolutions. VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi says 
Pakistan is committed to forge closer cooperation 
with the United Arab Emirates in diverse fields. 
This he stated during a meeting with UAE Minis-
ter of State Reem Al Hashimi on the sidelines of 
OIC Council of Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Niger. 
The Foreign Minister said Pakistan and the United 
Arab Emirates enjoy fraternal relations based on 
religious and cultural harmony. During the meet-
ing, they discussed matters of mutual interest 
including Pakistan’s participation in Expo and 
exchanged views on bilateral cooperation on vari-
ous issues. It was agreed to enhance mutual ex-
changes to carry forward the process of growing 
bilateral cooperation. While appreciating Foreign 
Minister’s statement at the 47th CFM Session, the 
Emirati Minister of State lauded Pakistan’s ini-
tiative to propose OIC resolution on combating 
Islamophobia. The two sides stressed the impor-
tance of further strengthening of OIC as a united 
and pivotal platform for the Muslim Ummah.   
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi also 
held a meeting with his Niger Counterpart Kalla 
Ankouraou and stressed the need for expanding 
economic and commercial ties between the two 

countries. Thanking Niger for its principled stance 
on the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, the Foreign 
Minister apprised him about the worsening hu-
man rights situation in Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir. He particularly mentioned 
India’s illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August 
last year, and subsequent steps to alter the de-
mographic structure of the occupied territory, in 
violation of UNSC resolutions. Somalian Minister 
of State Balal Mohammad Osman also called on 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi in Niger. 
The two sides discussed a wide range of issues 
with a focus on Pakistan-Somalia relations and 
mutual support at multilateral fora. The Foreign 
Minister said that Pakistan, under its “Engage 
Africa” initiative, attaches high importance to its 
relations with African countries.  Pakistan and Ku-
wait have agreed to enhance cooperation in vari-
ous fields including agriculture and food security. 
The understanding came at a meeting between 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and 
Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Dr Ahmad Nasser Al Mo-
hammad al Sabah on the sidelines of the Council 
of Foreign Ministers of the OIC in Niamey, Niger.  
The two Foreign Ministers agreed to enhance 
contacts at different levels to further strengthen 

bilateral cooperation. Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
said Pakistan and Kuwait enjoy close historical 
and fraternal relations. He underscored Paki-
stan’s desire to transform close political relations 
into a robust economic partnership. Referring to 
the situation in Indian illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir, Shah Mahmood Qureshi thanked 
the government of Kuwait for its consistent sup-
port to Pakistan on the Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute. The Kuwait Foreign Minister highlighted 
his country’s steadfast position on Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute. Foreign Minister Shah Mehm-
ood Qureshi called on Prime Minister of Niger 
Brigi Rafini in Niamey (Saturday) and discussed 
bilateral relations. The Foreign Minister apprised 
the Niger Prime Minister about the latest situation 
in Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir.  
Shah Mahmood Qureshi said Pakistan will extend 
cooperation to Niger in different sectors includ-
ing agriculture, irrigation and infrastructure de-
velopment. He also announced scholarship for 
two hundred students of Niger. Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said Pakistan will also send rice, blan-
kets, tents and medicines for the flood victims 
of Niger. The Prime Minister of Niger thanked 
Pakistan’s cooperation in different sectors. VoM

Pakistan committed to forge closer cooperation with 
UAE: FM

Pakistan, Kuwait agree to enhance cooperation in various fields

Novel coronavirus originated in India, claim 
Chinese researchers

Pakistan must develop capabilities to coun-
ter India

DDC polls not an alternative to Kashmiris 
independence: Mushaal

Brexit negotiations 
restart in person as 

clock ticks down

Those serving humanity 
to be remembered always: 

governor
LAHORE

Punjab Governor Chaudhry Moham-
mad Sarwar Saturday said that only 
those serving the humanity would be 
remembered always. He was speak-
ing at a ceremony held for distribu-
tion of 10,000 jackets among the poor 
children in Sahiwal and Chichawatni 
under the ‘Winter Appeal’ campaign, 
said a release issued by the Governor’s 
House. He said that it was crucial for 
prosperity of the country that the liv-
ing standard of the poor was raised, 
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
government was working for the same 
mission. The Punjab governor visited 
Sahiwal, Chichawatni and Harappa, and 
distributed jackets at Rai Ali Nawaz 
Hospital and Kamirawala Town in Sa-
hiwal, under a campaign, launched by 
the Sarwar Foundation to protect the 
poor children from cold. The school 
jackets were handed over to the dis-
trict officers concerned of the Educa-
tion Department. The governor said 
that there was no dearth of philanthro-
pists in Pakistan. During the first wave 
of corona, Rs 10 billion donations were 
collected and distributed only through 
the Governor’s House, with the support 
of philanthropists and the business 
community. He said that the Sarwar 
Foundation, in collaboration with phi-
lanthropists, launched the ‘Winter Ap-
peal’ programme under which around 
50,000 jackets would be distributed 
among children from vulnerable seg-
ments in the first phase. Responding 
to the media queries, Chaudhry Sarwar 
said that Pakistan had already suffered 
economic losses due to corona and even 
now if corona intensifies, measures 
like lockdown would have to be taken. 
He said Pakistan could not afford an 
unusual pandemic situation; therefore, 
the government was repeatedly asking 
the opposition to abstain from hold-
ing rallies. PTI MNA Rai Murtaza Iqbal, 
Rai Hassan Nawaz, former MPA Sheikh 
Muhammad Chauhan, Former Federal 
Minister Nooraiz Shakoor, former MPA 
Waheed Asghar Dogar, Sahiwal Dis-
trict President Tahrik Insaf Rana Aftab 
Ahmed and District Chairman Over-
seas Commission Tayyab Chaudhry 
and others were also present. VoM

COVID-19 vaccine adoption rates are 
‘wildcard’ for U.S. stock rally




