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To forgive the terrorists is up to 
God but to send them to Him is up 

to me.

President of Russia 

Vladimir Putin

Veterans’ expulsion over criticism shows 
dictatorship, fascism imposed on JUI-F: Shibli

Brexit trade deal published as UK calls for end to 
‘ugly’ divisions

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan Post moves to 
67th position in World 

Rankings  
Rawalpindi

Pa k i s t a n  Po s t  h a s 
m ove d  u p  by  2 7  p l a c -
e s  f ro m  9 4 t h  t o  6 7 t h 
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i -
ve r s a l  Po s t a l  U n i o n 
( t h e  g l o b a l  o r g a n i z a -
t i o n  o f  p o s t a l  s e r v i c -
e s )  Wo r l d  R a n k i n g s 
2 0 2 0 .  T h e  ra n k i n g  i s 
b a s e d  o n  b e s t  s e r v i c e , 
c o n f i d e n c e  ove r  s e r -
v i c e  q u a l i t y,  re a c h , 
h a rd  wo r k  a n d  d e d i -
c a t i o n .  I n  2 0 1 6 ,  Pa k i -
s t a n  Po s t  wa s  ra n ke d 
9 4 t h  w i t h  2 9  p o i n t s . 
Pa k i s t a n  Po s t ’ s  n e w ly 
l a u n c h e d  d i g i t i z a t i o n 
p ro j e c t  w i l l  t a ke  i t  t o 
n e w  h e i g h t s  i n  p o s t a l 
s e r vc i e  i n  t h e  wo r l d . 
T h e  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  a re 
o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  I n -
d u s t r i a l  S e c t o r  R a n k-
i n g s  h ave  g ra b b e d  t h e 
t o p  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e 
Po s t  S e r v i c e  R a n k-
i n g s .  Vo M

Latest on worldwide spread of the coronavirus
Bureau Reporter

MOSCOW 
 Hungary stole a march on its fellow EU na-

tions as it began vaccinating its people against 
COVID-19 on Saturday, a day ahead of rollouts 
in several other countries including France, 
Germany and Spain as the pandemic surges 
across the continent. The new variant of coro-
navirus linked to a rapid rise in infections in 
Britain has been detected in Sweden after a 
traveller from the United Kingdom became 
ill and tested positive, the Swedish Health 
Agency said on Saturday. More than 4,500 lor-
ries, among a huge backlog of trucks stranded 
for days in the British port of Dover, crossed 
the Channel on Friday after extra troops were 
deployed to step up coronavirus testing, a min-
ister said. Pope Francis in his Christmas mes-
sage said political and business leaders must 
not allow market forces and patent laws to take 
priority over making Covid 19 vaccines avail-
able to all, condemning nationalism and “the 
virus of radical individualism”. France recorded 
its first case of the new variant of coronavi-
rus as the number of cases and deaths from 
COVID-19 mounted, increasing concerns of a 
new wave of the virus hitting the euro zone’s 
second-biggest economy. Russia on Saturday 
approved its main COVID-19 vaccine, Sputnik 
V, for use by people over the age of 60, Russian 

news agencies cited the health ministry as say-
ing. U.S. states, facing a backlog in administer-
ing coronavirus vaccines, are asking medical 
and nursing students, and even firefighters, 
to help give the shots and free up healthcare 
workers battling a raging pandemic at over-
crowded hospitals. The U.S. government will 
require all airline passengers arriving from 
Britain to test negative for COVID-19 within 
72 hours of departure starting Monday amid 
concerns about a new coronavirus variant that 
may be more transmissible. Families across 
Mexico scaled down Christmas festivities to 
avoid the spread of coronavirus, while others 
spent the holiday alone after having lost loved 
ones to the pandemic that has killed more than 
120,000 in Mexico this year. Japan on Saturday 
said it would temporarily ban non-resident for-
eign nationals from entering the country from 
Dec. 28 as it tightens its borders following the 
detection of a new, highly infectious variant 
of the coronavirus. The Philippines approved 

measures on Saturday to slow the spread of 
new, more infectious coronavirus variants, as 
President Rodrigo Duterte warned of a sec-
ond lockdown should cases spike before the 
country gets its first vaccines in May. South 
Korea posted its second-highest daily number 
of coronavirus cases on Saturday as outbreaks 
at a prison, nursing homes and churches con-
tinued to grow, prompting authorities to plead 
for a halt to all year-end gatherings. Sydney 
residents were urged not to head to the shops 
for Boxing Day bargains, while those in some 
northern beach suburbs prepared to re-enter a 
strict lockdown for three days from Sunday as 
the Australian city seeks to stamp out a coro-
navirus outbreak. A fire killed at least seven 
people and injured several others on Saturday 
at a private hospital that was treating corona-
virus patients on the outskirts of the Egyptian 
capital Cairo, local sources and media said. 
Iran has extended a night-time traffic curfew 
to 330 lower-risk cities and towns in an effort 
to sustain a recent fall in the number of new 
coronavirus infections and deaths, state televi-
sion reported on Saturday. Matron Annamarie 
Odendaal has cancelled all staff holiday on the 
COVID-19 ward at the private Arwyp Medical 
Centre in Johannesburg as a second wave of 
the coronavirus threatens to overwhelm South 
Africa’s health system. Reueters

JUI-F senior leaders’ expulsion 
for criticism on Fazlur Rehman 

worst form of dictatorship: Shibli
Islamabad

Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz 
on Saturday said expulsion of vet-
eran leaders from the JUI-F over 
principled criticism on the party 
chief showed that the worst form 
of dictatorship and fascism was 
imposed on Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F). The decision manifested 
to the nation that as to how much 
Maulana Fazl-ur-Rehman was dem-
ocratic, adding that he even could 
not tolerate a little criticism from 
his old colleagues, the minister said 
in a tweet. Shibli Faraz questioned 
the JUI-F leaders, who always cited 

examples of Islam, whether ac-
cording to Islamic teachings such 
treatment was meted to those who 
raised questions (about their lead-
ers’ acts). Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Shibli Faraz says 
expulsion of four senior leaders 
from the JUI-F for their due criti-
cism of party chief Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman is the worst form of dicta-
torship and fascism. In a tweet on 
Saturday, he said this decision shows 
that the JUI-F is under dictatorship. 
The Minister said Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman, who did not tolerate slight 
criticism by his old companions has 
shown people how much democratic 
he really is. He asked whether this is 
the level of freedom of expression in 
the JUI-F. APP

Pakistan rejects Indian 
PM’s claims about 

democracy in IIOJK
ISLAMABAD 

Pakistan has rejected the In-
dian Prime Minister’s prepos-
terous and fallacious claims 
about democracy in the Indi-
an Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir following the 
so-called election of District 
Development Council .  In a 
press release on Saturday, 
Foreign Office spokesperson 
Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri said 
the RSS-BJP brand of democ-
racy only means the muz-
zling of the Kashmiri voice 
and will ,  under the bayonets 
of Indian army guns. He said 
the new chapter that the RSS-
BJP regime is writing in IIO-
JK is one marked by brutal 
military siege since 5 August 
2019, egregious violations of 
human rights in the occupied 
territory, and untold suffer-
ings for the Kashmiri people. 
The spokesperson said false 
Indian narratives can neither 
deceive the Kashmiri people 
nor mislead the international 
community. He said they can’t 
divert attention from the core 
issue of the Kashmiris’  in-
alienable right to self-deter-
mination. The spokesperson 
said rather than resorting to 
diversions and obfuscations, 
India should end its illegal 
occupation and meet its ob-
ligation of holding a plebi-
scite allowing the Kashmiris 
to exercise their right of self-
determination as enshrined 
in the relevant UN Security 
Council resolutions. VoM

BEIJING
Billion Tree Honey Initiative launched by Prime 

Minister Imran Khan this Monday will be an available 
and workable project to alleviate poverty and develop 
the bee products sector as it will lead to broad prospects 
of Pak-China cooperation in this field, said Yang Rong, 
Chairman of China Bee Products Association (CBPA). Rich 
natural and human resources have equipped Pakistan 
favorable conditions to develop the bee products in-
dustry. Most of Pakistan’s land is subtropical, which 
provides a warm climate for vegetating nectariferous 
plants. Meanwhile, mature agriculture and diverse fruit 
plantation also lay a foundation for industrial develop-
ment, Yang analyzed. He said, the development of the bee 
products sector, a typical labor-intensive industry will 
effectively alleviate local poverty in Pakistan. Actually, 
this method has made fruitful achievements in China, 
China Economic Net (CEN) reported on Saturday. A lot 
of Chinese local governments have chosen developing 
apiculture since 2013 and successfully solved poverty 
even led the regions to prosperity. Considering the prob-
lems of employment and rural revitalization, the mature 
experiences of China are also suitable for Pakistan. The 
apiculture in Pakistan is facing the challenges of pest 
and obsolete technology which can be solved under 
Pak-China cooperation. Bee mite has been reckoned 
as one of the biggest menaces of Pakistani agriculture. 
Pakistan tried to import bees and develop apiculture 17 
times, but all of those attempts failed due to bee mite. 
Yang said, “Nowadays, through scientific breeding, drug 

treatment, and the most advanced physical treatment, 
Chinese beekeepers have controlled it very well and at a 
world leading level. We can share all of those techniques 
with Pakistan to improve its apiculture.” “Under CPEC 
agriculture cooperation, we’d love to share other experi-
ences and techniques with our iron brother as well, such 
as scale development of apiculture, vegetating nectar-
iferous plants, scientific payoffs, bee species breeding 
and so on,” he added. China, as the largest bee products 
producer and consumer in the world, has a full range 
of mature solutions to develop apiculture.Pakistan can 
import from China techniques and production modes, 
meanwhile export bee products to the Chinese market 
where bee products including honey, bee milk, bee wax, 
and especially propolis are in great demands. “It will 
stimulate the Pakistani economy, create jobs, and also 
alleviate local poverty,” he said and added, “CBPA will do 
its best to promote Pak-China cooperation in apiculture 
and support Pakistani bee products industry.” VoM

Pak-China cooperation in bee products 
sector will enjoy broad prospects: CBPA

LONDON 
Britain on Saturday published the text 

of its narrow trade agreement with the 
European Union just five days before it exits 
one of the world’s biggest trading blocs in its 
most momentous global shift since the loss 
of empire. The text includes a 1,246-page 
trade document, as well as accords on nu-
clear energy, exchanging classified informa-
tion, civil nuclear energy and a series of joint 
declarations. The “Draft EU-UK Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement” means that from 
2300 GMT on Dec. 31, when Britain finally 
leaves the European Union’s single market 
and customs union, there will be no tariffs 
or quotas on the movement of goods origi-
nating in either place between the United 
Kingdom and the EU. Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson cast the deal as the final implemen-
tation of the will of the British people who 
voted 52-48% for Brexit in a 2016 refer-
endum, while Europe’s leaders said it was 
time to leave Brexit behind. Michael Gove, 
a senior British minister who campaigned 
alongside Johnson to leave the EU, said the 
deal would allow Britain to put some of the 
divisions of the nearly five-year Brexit crisis 
behind it. “Friendships have been strained, 
families were divided and our politics has 

been rancorous and, at times, ugly,” Gove 
wrote in The Times. “We can develop a new 
pattern of friendly cooperation with the EU, 
a special relationship if you will, between 
sovereign equals,” Gove said. The Brexit ref-
erendum exposed a United Kingdom divided 
about much more than the European Union, 
and has fueled soul-searching about every-
thing from secession and immigration to 
capitalism, empire and modern Britishness. 
Such musings amid the political crisis over 
Brexit have left allies puzzled by a country, 
the world’s No. 6 economy and a pillar of the 
NATO alliance, that was for decades touted 
as a confident pillar of Western economic 
and political stability. The two sides finally 
clinched a trade deal on Christmas Eve that 
explicitly recognises that trade and invest-
ment require conditions for “a level play-
ing field for open and fair competition.” If, 
though, there are “significant divergences” 

on rules between the two sides, then they 
can “rebalance” the agreement. Each side 
will have an independent subsidy control 
adjudicator, though it was not immediately 
clear which body would do this in Britain, 
which had insisted on being free of any ju-
risdiction by the European Court of Justice. 
On services, which comprise up to 80% 
of Britain’s economy, the two sides simply 
commit “to establish a favourable climate 
for the development of trade and invest-
ment between them”. On fishing rights, 
Johnson agreed to a 5-1/2 year period to 
phase in new rules on what EU boats can 
catch in British waters, after which there 
will be annual consultations on the EU 
catch. Britain will no longer take part in se-
curity sharing organisations and databases 
such as Europol, Eurojust and SIS-II, though 
there will be some cooperation for the ex-
change of passenger information and DNA, 
fingerprints and vehicle registration data. 
The text includes many detailed annexes 
including on rules of origin, fish, the wine 
trade, medicines, chemicals and security 
data cooperation.EU states are now work-
ing to implement the deal by Jan. 1 through a 
fast-track procedure known as “provisional 
application”. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan says the government will 
ensure universal health coverage in Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtukhwa by the end of next year under the Health 
Card Scheme. He was addressing a ceremony in Chak-
wal on Saturday after performing ground-breaking of 
various development projects. These projects include 
Chakwal University, a five hundred-bed hospital, a Law 
College and the Ring Road. The Prime Minister said 
by next year, every family in Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa will have Health Card, enabling them to get 
free medical treatment up to one million rupees in any 
hospital of the country. He said the government plans 
to build a health system that will ensure basic health 
facility across the country. He said the private sector is 
being encouraged and facilitated to establish hospitals. 
Underlining the importance of education for overall 
development of the country, Imran Khan said the gov-
ernment that plans for the next generations focuses on 
education. He said the country will grow fast if its youth 
is equipped with education and technological skills. Im-
ran Khan said his government is working to reduce the 
debt burden of the country. In this direction, he said, a 
major milestone has been achieved. He said the coun-
try’s Current Account has been in surplus for the last five 

months for the first time in 17 years. Similarly, he said 
fiscal deficit is also being controlled. The Prime Minister 
vowed to make the government’s Ehsaas Program the 
best poverty alleviation program in the world. He said 
he is going to launch another program aimed at ensur-
ing that no citizen sleeps hungry. He said a revolution-
ary local government system will be introduced that will 
empower people at grassroots level. Alluding to the op-
position, Imran Khan said the PDM is undermining the 
country by targeting the institutions in their speeches. 
He regretted that the language being used by the PDM 
leaders is same to that of the Indian propaganda ma-
chine against Pakistan. He said the opposition complains 
of rigging in the last elections, but it neither presented 
any evidence nor did it move any forum in this regard. 
Imran Khan said the previous rulers who looted wealth 
of the country want to build pressure for securing NRO 
on their cases. He said giving them NRO by any govern-
ment will be tantamount to sedition against the country. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Saturday while reiterat-
ing his strict stance of no compromise over opposition’s 
corruption cases, said any NRO (National Reconciliation 
Ordinance) even by any government would be the big-
gest treason. “I have never seen any opposition target-

ing army… just for sake of NRO through blackmailing 
or pressure tactics. If any government gives NRO to 
these thieves, it would be the treason even bigger than 
that by an enemy,” the prime minister said addressing 
a gathering after the groundbreaking of four mega de-
velopment projects worth Rs 15 billion. The event was 
attended by Special Assistant to the PM Shahbaz Gill, 
Punjab ministers Raja Yasir Sarfaraz, Hafiz Ammar Yasir, 
Dr Yasmin Rashid, Special Assistant to the Chief Minister 
Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan, besides political workers and 
notables of the area. The prime minister broke ground 
for Rs 1.45 billion project of University of Chakwal, Rs 
7.7 billion 500-bedded DHQ Hospital, Rs 480 million 
Center of Excellence and Rs 3.87 billion Chakwal North-
ern Bypass. Being constructed over 941 kanals of land in 
Balkasar area, the university will have three campuses. 
The hospital will cover 265 kanals and the center of 
excellence will be built over 42 kanals. To be equipped 
with primary and secondary education, IT labs and 
sports facilities, the center will provide cost-free quality 
education for the children of Chakwal who can not af-
ford private schools fees. The 21.4 kilometer Northern 
Bypass will connect Balkasar Interchange to Mandra-
Chakwal Road easing traffic congestion in the city. VoM

Govt to ensure universal health coverage in Punjab, KP by 2021: 
PM

Any NRO for opposition to be biggest treason: PM

Industrialists meet PM’s 
Advisor, Punjab trade 

minister  
LAHORE

Industrialists and businesspeople of Punjab 
called on Advisor to Prime Minister on Trade 
and Investment Abdul Razaq Dawood and Pro-
vincial Minister for Industries and Trade Mian 
Aslam Iqbal, here at Civil Secretariat on Saturday. 
Problems facing industrialists, industrialisation 
and other issues were discussed during the meet-
ing. Provincial Minister Mian Aslam Iqbal gave a 
detailed briefing on promotion of industrialisa-
tion in Punjab and government’s future strategy. 
Talking to industrialists, Abdul Razaq Dawood 
said, “I am the representative of industrialists in 
Islamabad and I will help solve all their genuine 
problems.” He said that duty on import on raw 
material for industries was being reduced by six 
per cent from January 1, 2021. The reduction of 
import duty on raw materials will benefit the 
industry. He said that industrialists should give 
suggestions for long-term planning of industriali-
sation. State-of-the-art testing lab should also be 
established, he said and suggested that it should 
be given the status of an industrial estate where 
industries are located so that industry could take 
benefit. Dawood said that business community 
should take benefit of the government’s tempo-
rary economic refinance facility for importing 
machinery and the scheme of the federal govern-
ment worth Rs 100 billion would continue till 
March 31, 2021. Provincial Minister for Indus-
tries and Trade Mian Aslam Iqbal said that map-
ping had been done in collaboration with urban 
unit for setting up new industries in Punjab. New 
economic hubs will also be made in the province. 
He said that for the first time in the history of Pun-
jab, four special economic zones are being set up 
in the private sector. The new cement plant would 
bring investment of Rs 6 billion. He mentioned 
that 2,033,000 children have been enrolled in 
TEVTA institutions for technical education, he 
added. Mian Aslam Iqbal said that inspector less 
regime has been prepared and will be introduced 
soon. New industrial estates are also being set 
up throughout the Punjab, he concluded. VoM
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Keep hopes alive
Elizabeth Bowen said: “Autumn arrives in early morn-

ing, But spring at the end of a winter day”

Autumn marks the transition from summer into winter, but people 
usually takes autumn as a season of destruction, sadness and 
melancholy. Some people thinks of this autumn season as end of 
things focusing on the death or loss of what was, but we should 
be  thinking of it as a change, a rebirth, a cycle a fresh star. It actu-
ally the nourishment of the life, a hope for a new and good time 

to come. Our approach should be optimistic as pessimism has disadvantages 
in the form of depression and negativity, but the question is why we people are 
having such behaviours towards Autumn and all the things that may not sound 
very attractive and enchanting, but have positivity and deep philosophy in 
them. The reason is infact our own conventional thoughts for such phenomena. 
We can change our frame of mind by moving ahead with optimistic approach. 
When a year comes to its end we pray for the next one to be very successful, 
full of life and without sorrows and grieves. The same should be the case with 
the things that seems to be unconventional. The actual point of discussion is 
not the Autumn but infact prevailed conventional state of mind.  We Pakistanis 
have a great and rich history, a theoretical base brave people and strong defence 
system headed by one of the strongest Armed Forces in the world then what 
is the actual problem, surely the behaviours of people and the more important 
part is the solution of this behavioural issue and finding the way to cope with 
the issue. What we have to do is to change our approach. If situation is worse 
it doesn’t mean that it would always remain the same. This thought should 
not be only in personal capacity but also for the people around you and most 
importantly for the Mother Land.

The story of struggle by  
Pakistani women

Women in Pakistan now form a relatively greater part of 
Pakistan’s working population and their contribution 
to the country’s economy has ever since been increas-
ing. However men still dominate all the higher posts in 
private and public offices, the trend is now changing 
as women are being encouraged by being awarded 

with promotions for their high quality of work. The mindset of the people 
in the rural class is also changing, there is greater awareness regarding 
the importance of education for both boys and girls and there has been 
an increase in the enrollment of lower income class girls in primary and 
secondary schools. Almost all of the women belonging to the middle class 
families have now started acquiring higher education. The trend of getting 
girls married as soon as they enter their 20s is slowly diminishing because 
today’s men only want to marry women who have acquired a substantial 
level of education. Women in Pakistan also have a major role to play as 
housewives and mothers. They are the ones responsible for the upbring-
ing of their children so they can prove themselves as better citizen and 
further a patriotic Pakistani. Since women have now become educated 
they can teach their children the values and etiquettes of life. Not only 
that, women could now teach their own children at home after they come 
back from school. Previously families had to spend excessive amounts 
of their income to send their children for tuitions because the mothers 
were not educated enough to guide their children academically but now 
with most mothers being educated they could sit with their children and 
help them with their homework. Although there is greater acceptability 
for women in Pakistan’s society, they are still victims of discrimination. 
The gender stereotypes which have existed in the society for years still 
continue to be a barrier for women’s progress in the country but their 
struggle that had started with the passion to get a separate homeland 
now proceeding ahead with an enthusiasm to serve their country, their 
home and their family in order to protect the future if their children and 
most importantly of their motherland.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Government’s plan to fence Gwadar

Reports regarding the government’s plan 
to fence the port town of Gwadar for se-
curity purposes have started a debate. 
Baloch political parties are calling it an 
intrigue and promised to oppose it at all 
forums. This discontent is part of a more 

extensive societal cynicism towards Islamabad driven 
mega economic development projects Balochistan, 
particularly the multibillion-dollar CPEC project. 
The fundamental explanation for building the fence 
in Gwadar is to shield the Chinese-financed projects 
from Baloch separatists, who oppose CPEC. Numerous 
Baloch politicians think the fencing will compel local 
people to move from the strategically significant city. 
Accordingly, the civilian and military elites keep up 
that CPEC will advance economic development and 
address major holes in physical and energy infrastruc-
ture. Pakistan is grappling with an intense economic 
crisis. Specialists state CPEC can surely stir the much 
needed economic activity in the nation. There is no 
gainsay that economic development interventions like 
CPEC, can possibly reduce conflict in influenced zones. 
However, inadequately planned and badly arranged 
economic interventions may demonstrate counterpro-
ductive. This warrants a dispassionate review of the 
state’s methodology towards economic improvement 

in Balochistan. Rebel groups have pursued a separatist 
insurgency in the region for quite a long time, griping 
that Islamabad and the more extravagant Punjab prov-
ince unjustifiably exploit their resources and assets. 
Effective economic development and reconstruction 
endeavors in conflict zones are ordinarily preceded 
by the end of threats and political reconciliation. 
Sustainable economic development can’t adequately 
continue without accomplishing a minimum level of 
peace. Economic development in the midst of conflict 
is loaded with several hazards.It leads to a situation 
where the military expects a more noteworthy role 
in security matters as well as economic develop-
ment interventions. This builds militarization in the 
district, which will undoubtedly make outrage in a 
spot like Balochistan with its long history of local ha-
tred towards security check posts and cantonments. 
The Baloch dread that expanded militarization will 
strengthen suppression and further limit individuals’ 
movement. On the other side, military-driven economic 
interventions make issues of authenticity and local 
ownership. Political components in Balochistan across 
the range have expressed second thoughts about CPEC 
and the related militarization. The nearby populace 
in Gwadar, particularly fishermen, believe they are 
being dislodged and seized in their own territory. The 
fencing of Gwadar will make their worst nightmares 
come true.Also, the non-inclusive, extractive model of 
development pushed by the elites in Islamabad has 
created hatred as well as added to the delegitimisation 
of parliamentary politics and detachment of pro-feder-
ation Baloch political voices. Baloch nationalist parties, 
which advocate peaceful parliamentary methods for 
the resolution of their complaints, have customarily 
been scrutinized by Baloch insurgents for offering au-
thenticity to an ‘ineffective’ parliamentary system. The 

increase in the exploitative way to deal with economic 
development has reinforced the former narrative and 
subverted peaceful, pro-federation political voices in 
the region.Ultimately, a militarized way to deal with 
economic development unintentionally puts off im-
minent investors and foreign governments for whom 
the upgraded safety measures are planned. Pulling in 
private or foreign investment in such a climate will 
undoubtedly be troublesome. The civilian and mili-
tary elites need to understand that mega development 
activities like CPEC can’t prevail without local purchase 
in and proprietorship. Suppression and development 
can’t go hand in hand. Local help can be guaranteed 
by embracing an approach to deal with economic de-
velopment that is conflict sensitive and prioritizes the 
goal of peace building over barely defined economic 
objectives. This, warrants the requirement for political 
reconciliation with Baloch extremists and the reception 
of a more comprehensive, participatory way to deal 
with development. The current political settlement in 
Balochistan is delicate and exclusionary in nature. In 
such circumstances, it is crucial to initially change the 
current settlement and afterward advance economic 
development programs that are pointed toward de-
creasing conflict. But rather than going for political 
reconciliation, the state appears to be keen on utiliz-
ing coercive strategies to manage the situation. The 
security establishment needs to acknowledge that a 
hard methodology alone can guarantee just halfway 
and transitory peace, best case scenario, and that a 
low-level uprising could proceed inconclusively re-
gardless of what safety measures are taken. Complete 
concealment and thrashing of the Baloch rebellion is 
almost inconceivable. Furthermore, low-level violence 
is sufficient to put the state on edge, draw global con-
sideration and disrupt foreign investors.

The good, the fad and the lovely: Games of the year
BEVERLY HILLS

Naughty Dog’s stunning sequel to its 2013 smash 
hit will likely top several ‘Best of’ lists this year. It 
would have been easy for the developer to serve up 
more of the same, with the now-grown Ellie and her 
guardian/father figure Joel continuing to take on the 
monsters (human or otherwise) in the beautifully 
realized post-apocalyptic United States. Instead, we 
got a brave and haunting sequel that took the moral 
grey areas of the first game’s climax and expanded 
on them. At the start, playing as Ellie, you feel con-
fident you’re still the hero of this story; by the end 
— having taken up the role of another young woman 
bent on avenging her father’s death — it’s not clear 
who the hero is, or even if there’s any such thing as 
a hero. All the adrenaline rush of the endless battles 
against dangerous foes is suddenly flipped, and we’re 
left to question the very mechanics of action games 
themselves. Those anonymous victims of our blood-
lust are made human — the grief and terror caused 
by vengeance made startlingly clear. It’s a sobering 
experience, and only very good storytellers could 
have gotten away with making a game this relent-
lessly bleak into something that you want to keep 
playing — something Naughty Dog manages to do by 
ensuring that, throughout the mayhem and murder, 
there are touching moments of truly engaging emo-
tion and intimacy — and even a hint of optimism 
in its downbeat ending. “The Last of Us Part II” is a 
work of art. Square Enix’s 1997 original was deserv-
edly hailed as a game-changer for the RPG genre. That 
meant there was already a huge audience waiting 

for this year’s “reimagining” of Cloud Strife’s journey 
through Midgar. They were rewarded with a game 
that retains all the immersive thrills of the original 
but adds in even more detail, managing to satisfy our 
thirst for nostalgic familiarity while still making it 
feel like something new. Like “The Last of Us Part II,” 
this open-world action game goes beyond the usual 
genre tropes to intelligently deliver an experience 
with some real emotional depth. It also pushes the 
technology of the recently supplanted console gen-
eration to its limits. The game mechanics are superbly 
balanced — allowing you to play as a stealthy silent 
assassin or a full-on mass brawler. The most success-

ful method seemed to be a mix of both. But apart 
from being a brilliant fighting game both aestheti-
cally and practically, it also gives its hero a journey 
of personal growth that lingers long after comple-
tion. Ubisoft’s flagship title is at the point where any 
game bearing the “Assassin’s Creed” name can be 
pretty much guaranteed a place in lists like this. But 
the developer isn’t sitting on its laurels. This latest 
installment in the franchise — set during the Viking 
invasion of England — is a perfect illustration of the 
series’ evolution, with a solider historic base than 
the majority of its predecessors and a slightly slower 
pacing to the action that really pays off. 

Alibaba facial recognition tech specifically 
picks out China’s Muslim Uighur minority

SHANGHAI
Technology giant Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. 

has facial recognition technology which can 
specifically pick out members of China’s Uighur 
minority, surveillance industry researcher IPVM 
said in a report. Alibaba itself said it was “dis-
mayed” a unit developed software which can 
tag ethnicity in videos, and that the feature 
was never intended to be deployed to custom-
ers. The report comes as human rights groups 
accuse China of forcing over 1 million Muslim 
Uighurs into labor camps in the region of 
Xinjiang, and call out firms suspected of com-
plicity. China has repeatedly denied forcing 
anyone into what it has called vocational train-
ing centers, and has also said Xinjiang is under 
threat from Islamist militants. Still, sensitivities 
have prompted caution among Chinese Internet 
firms which often self-censor to avoid running 
afoul of a government which strictly controls 
online speech, and which last month published 
draft rules to police livestreaming. US-based 
IPVM in a report published on Wednesday said 
software capable of identifying Uighurs appears 
in Alibaba’s Cloud Shield content moderation 
service for websites. Alibaba describes Cloud 
Shield as a system that “detects and recognizes 
text, pictures, videos, and voices containing por-
nography, politics, violent terrorism, advertise-
ments, and spam, and provides verification, 

marking, custom configuration and other ca-
pabilities.” An archived record of the technology 
https://perma.cc/9ZUV-UD2F shows it can per-
form such tasks as “glasses inspection,” “smile 
detection,” whether the subject is “ethnic” and, 
specifically, “Is it Uighur.” Consequently, if a 
Uighur livestreams a video on a website signed 
up to Cloud Shield, the software can detect that 
the user is Uighur and flag the video for review 
or removal, IPVM researcher Charles Rollet told 
Reuters. IPVM said mention of Uighurs in the 
software disappeared near the time it published 
its report. Alibaba in a statement said it was 
“dismayed” that Alibaba Cloud developed facial 
recognition software that includes ethnicity as 
an attribute for tagging video imagery, and that 
it never intended the software to be used in this 
manner. The feature was “trial technology” not 
intended for customers.Alibaba did not mention 
Uighurs in its statement.

Islamabad 
On the special instructions of the 

Government of Pakistan,  second PAF 
C-130 aircraft reached Niamey to de-
liver relief goods for flood affected 
people of Niger. The two C-130 aircraft 
have airlifted more than 34,000 lbs 
of relief goods to the brotherly coun-
try. The relief goods were received at 
Niamey by caretaker Foreign Minister 
of Niger H.E Mr. Marou Adamou along 
with numerous government and mili-
tary dignitaries from Niger. Mr. Ahmed 
Ali Sirohey, Ambassador of Pakistan to 
Niger was also present at the occasion 
who reflected over historical bonds 
of trust and amity between  the two 
countries. The PAF transport fleet has 
a rich history of flying humanitarian 
assisstace missions to populace dis-
tressed by natural calamities,  both 
within the country and in other na-
tions, as well.

The Second Consignment of Relief Assistance delivered to Niger from Pakistan  
TAT Special

On December 27, 2007, Benazir Bhutto, a 
former Pakistani prime minister and the 
first democratically elected female leader 
of a Muslim country, is assassinated at age 
54 in the Pakistani city of Rawalpindi. A po-
larizing figure at home and abroad, Bhutto 

had spent three decades struggling to stay afloat in the 
murky waters of Pakistani politics. To many of her sup-
porters, she represented the strongest hope for demo-
cratic and egalitarian leadership in a country unhinged 
by political corruption and Islamic extremism.Born in 
1953 to a wealthy landowning family, Bhutto grew up in 
the privileged world of Pakistan’s political elite, receiving 
degrees from Harvard and Oxford. Her father, Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, founded the populist-leaning Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) in 1967. He then served as president and 
prime minister from 1971 to 1977, when he was ousted 
in a bloodless military coup led by General Mohammad 
Zia ul-Haq and charged with authorizing a political op-
ponent’s murder. Her father’s overthrow and subsequent 
execution in April 1979 thrust a young Benazir Bhutto 
into the political spotlight. She and her mother, Nusrat, 
whom she succeeded in 1982 as the PPP’s chairperson, 
spent several years in and out of detention for protesting 
his arrest and campaigning against General Zia. In August 
1988, Zia died in a plane crash; three months later, Bhutto 
won the general election and formed a government, be-
coming the first woman—and, at 35, the youngest per-

son—to head a Muslim state in modern times. Dismissed 
in 1990 after less than half a term as prime minister, she 
was reelected in 1993 and served again until 1996. Both 
times, she was removed from office by the sitting presi-
dent—Ghulam Ishaq Khan in 1990 and Farooq Leghari 
in 1996—amid charges of corruption and incompetent 
governance. After her second dismissal from office, 
Bhutto and her husband, Asif Ali Zardari, faced allega-
tions of various forms of financial misconduct, including 
accepting multimillion-dollar kickbacks and laundering 
money through Swiss banks. Zardari spent eight years in 
prison, while Bhutto lived in exile in London and Dubai 
with the couple’s three children. In 2007, under pressure 
from Bhutto’s supporters within the U.S. government, 
President Pervez Musharraf granted amnesty to Bhutto, 
Zardari and other Pakistani politicians with pending graft 
charges. On October 18 of that year, despite a spate of 
death threats from Islamic militants, Bhutto returned to 
Pakistan with plans to participate in the 2008 general 
election. On the day of her arrival, she narrowly escaped 
a suicide bomb attack on her convoy that killed at least 
136 people and injured more than 450. On December 
27, 2007, as Bhutto was waving to a crowd at a PPP rally 
in Rawalpindi, a gunman opened fire on her bulletproof 
vehicle. A bomb then exploded near the car, killing more 
than 20 people and wounding 100 others, including 
Bhutto. She was pronounced dead later that night and 
buried the next day in her hometown of Gardi Khuda 

Bakhsh, next to her father’s grave. The exact cause of her 
death remains in dispute: A subsequent investigation by 
Britain’s Scotland Yard ruled that Bhutto died of head in-
juries caused by the force of the explosion, while the PPP 
maintained that she died from gunshot wounds. Bhutto’s 
death sparked widespread violence across Pakistan, with 
riots and demonstrations leading to violent police crack-
downs. The political turmoil caused international fears of 
instability in a nuclear-armed nation already embroiled 
in a fight against Islamic extremists. In the weeks and 
months following Bhutto’s death, Pakistani moderates 
and Western leaders waited anxiously to see who would 
emerge as her successor. Zardari, who had taken the helm 
of the PPP after his wife’s assassination, was elected 
president of Pakistan in September 2008.

December 27, 2007, Pakistani politician Benazir Bhutto assassinated

Maham Tayyeb
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Sarah Ferguson wishes her 
followers ‘happy holidays’

NEWYORK
Sarah Ferguson wished her followers a ‘happy holi-
days’ and ‘virtual hugs’ as she donned a Santa hat in 
for a Christmas message to her 308,000 Instagram 
followers last night. The Duchess of York, 61, wrapped 
up warm in a  black bomber jacket and navy and 
red Gucci scarf as she urged people to spread ‘huge 
amounts of kindness’ and to ‘give everyone a smile’ at 
Christmas in a clip believed to be filmed at the Royal 
Lodge in Windsor. Throwing her arms out before 
blowing kisses to the camera, the royal added: ‘Today 
just give everyone a smile and so much love, every day 
of every moment just give everyone so much love’.   
Keeping her famously red hair tied back so just tufts 
stuck out under her red and white festive headgear, 
the former wife of Prince Andrew looked cosy and 
she posed in front of shrubbery in the brisk December 
weather.The mother-of-two, who shares Princess 
Beatrice and Princess Eugenie with the Queen’s sec-
ond son,  has been spending most of the year at Royal 
Lodge in Windsor with her ex-husband.Andrew and 
Sarah are set to become grandparents for the first 
time in 2021, as their youngest Princess Eugenie, 30, 
is pregnant by her husband Jack Brooksbank. This 
year, the former couple became step-grandparents 
when their eldest Princess Beatrice, 32, tied the knot 
to her long-term partner, Edoardo Mapelli Mozzi, who 
has a four-year-old son from a previous relationship.
VoM

Gigi Hadid teases a glimpse 
of newborn daughter

NEW YORK
Gigi Hadid had quite the year, becoming a mom 
for the first time in September.And the model 
has been enjoying family time with partner Zayn 
Malik and their baby girl during the holidays.She 
teased a glimpse at their newborn daughter with 
daddy Zayn Malik, as they celebrated baby’s first 
Christmas with her famous family on her mom 
Yolanda’s Pennsylvania farm. The 25-year-old 
posted a photo to her Instagram Story of Zayn, 27, 
holding the baby, three months, in a white onesie 
and black, white and red knit booties.She revealed 
that the onesie and matching bib were Gucci, gifted 
from Devon Windsor and husband. Luckily, Gigi’s 
still not showing their firstborn’s face, as the beauty 
would surely be enough to blind her 62million fol-
lowers. She and the former One Direction member 
welcomed their first child in late September, after 
confirming their pregnancy in April. The Vogue 
cover girl announced the news on Instagram, writ-
ing: ‘Our girl joined us earth-side this weekend and 
she’s already changed our world. So in love.’She and 
Zayn have been in an on-again, off-again relation-
ship since late 2015, most recently rekindling their 
romance last November.VoM

Kim celebrates festive weekend 
in part-Arab designed footwear

DUBAI
Jordanian-Romanian entrepreneur Amina 
Muaddi seems to be Kim Kardashian West’s 
go-to footwear designer. Whether she’s 
sporting the brand’s Lupita sandals for an 
at-home photo shoot or celebrating hitting 
190 million followers on Instagram wear-
ing the Holli slingbacks, the “Keeping Up 
With the Kardashians” star often champi-
ons pieces from the celebrity-loved foot-
wear label.This weekend, Kardashian West 
stepped out in Muaddi’s creations once 
again during her family’s Christmas party 
that was held at her eldest sister Kourtney 
Kardashian’s house.The entrepreneur, 
founder of KKW Beauty and Skims, wore the 
Paris-based brand’s glass transparent PVC 
slingback pumps, featuring Muaddi’s sig-
nature flared heels. She matched the foot-
wear with a unique Grinch-inspired gown 
by the Italian fashion house Schiaparelli. 
It featured a strapless green top – with 
built in ab definition – and a silk skirt with 
a thigh-high slit. She finished off her look 
with a slicked-back braid. VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

Shadab Khan will miss the second Test 
against New Zealand in Christchurch 
and the home series against South 
Africa after being advised a six-week 
rest following MRI scans confirmed 
injury to the left thigh.Shadab was di-
agnosed with “high grade full thickness 
tear to the Rectus Femoris muscle”, an 
injury he had sustained during his side’s 
four wickets victory over New Zealand 
in the Napier T20I earlier this week.
eam Doctor Dr Sohail Saleem: “The 
MRI reports have confirmed it is a 
fresh injury and not the one that had 
sidelined him from the Zimbabwe se-
ries last month.“The latest injury will 
be treated conservatively and Shadab 
will undergo a six-week rehabilita-
tion programme during which he will 
have weekly ultrasound scans. After 
the competition of the six-week pe-

riod, the medical panel will access 
and evaluate the injury before mak-
ing a call on Shadab’s return to com-
petitive cricket.”The Christchurch Test 
will be played from January 3-7, while 
the two-Test and three T20I series be-

tween Pakistan and South Africa will 
be played from January 26 to February 
14. Shadab will remain with the side 
in New Zealand, where he has started 
is rehabilitation programme under 
the supervision of the medical team.

Staff Report
LONDON

Liverpool coach Jurgen Klopp moved to 
dismiss speculation over Egypt forward 
Mohamed Salah’s future saying that he 
is happy at the Premier League champi-
ons.The 28-year-old gave an interview 
in Spain last week in which he said 
Barcelona and Real Madrid were top 
clubs and “who knows what will hap-
pen in the future.”This led to specula-
tion over whether he was seeking a new 
longer-term contract beyond 2023 or 
he was upset Trent Alexander-Arnold 
had been given the captain’s armband 
for the Champions League group match 
with Midtjylland.“We do not speak 
about deals — well, not with you (the 
media). Why should we start now?” said 
Klopp at his press conference ahead of 
Sunday’s game with struggling West 
Brom.“Mo is in a good mood, always 
a good moment. He is in really good 

shape and that is the most important 
thing for me.“We did not have pictures 
(from the training ground) this morn-
ing but if we did you would have seen 
him laughing, he enjoyed the session. 
“All the rest is nice for all of you to 
write about but internally, no, nothing 
really.”If Salah is unsettled it has not 
been reflected by his performances on 
the pitch this season.He has scored 13 
goals in as many league games, miss-
ing just one because of COVID-19 iso-

lation. It is his best start to a Premier 
League term, even better than his debut 
campaign when he went on to score 32 
in 38 appearances having registered 
12 goals at the same 14-match stage.
He came off the bench last Saturday 
to score a brace in the 7-0 thrashing 
of Crystal Palace.“I think there are all 
these things to talk about: He didn’t 
start the last game, all the things I heard 
after about what could be the reason 
and then he came on and scored two,” 
said Klopp.“I think in his first season 
he didn’t start against Stoke, came on 
and scored two. He obviously doesn’t 
need a long time.” Klopp said he hoped 
his players would build on their lead 
over their rivals — they presently have 
a four point advantage over Leicester.
The Reds have a hectic schedule over 
the festive period with a home game 
with Newcastle next Wednesday and 
Southampton the following Monday.

Stakeholders hopeful for future 
because clients paid on time prior to 

Covid-19
Bureau Report

KARACHI
The microfinance sector of Pakistan is currently 

undergoing a recovery from the dent endured 
during the Covid-19 lockdown. The sector, which 
had posted a steady growth over the past few 
years, recorded a decline in 2020.The Covid-19 
pandemic was the primary reason behind the 
downturn because business activities came to 
a standstill in the first couple of months follow-
ing the virus outbreak in the country.Industry 
experts claim that the sector is currently in hot 
water as a majority of borrowers have not been 
able to repay loans due to little or no functioning 
of their businesses.“Different banking and non-
banking institutions are able to recover their loans 
but the pace is slow since this sector caters to the 
low-income segment, which normally repays its 
loans on time,” said senior microfinance practi-
tioner Mubashar Bashir.The industry was forced 
to defer the recovery of loans keeping in view the 
financial health of its borrowers and to recoup 
its own losses, it sought help from regulators to 
meet the liquidity shortfall, he said.However, he 
said that the industry should expect a behavioural 

change from the borrowers as there still existed 
several challenges to making recoveries.“The up-
coming few months are challenging and June 2021 
will be crucial for the industry because around 
that time a majority of the borrowers will begin 
repaying their loans,” he said.“There is still a big 
question mark over what could be the ratio of re-
covery at that time.”He added that due to changes 
in weather patterns, farmers, by and large, were 
in huge trouble.The production of cotton crop 
has declined and many growers have suffered 
substantial losses. “Similar is the case with the 
livestock and allied sectors,” he said.According to 
him, small households are also in trouble, which 
are the real customers of the microfinance indus-
try.They normally pay their installments on time 
but now they are delaying payments because of 
the difficulty in making both ends meet. There 
are 11 microfinance banking institutions under 
the supervision of State Bank of Pakistan.On the 
other hand, the number of nonbanking microfi-
nance institutions is around 25.According to in-
dustry experts, the share of banking institutions 
in the total microfinance market currently stands 
at 52% whereas nonbanking institutions enjoy 
the remaining share.As per Pakistan Microfinance 
Network, the number of active borrowers peaked 
during 2019 in this industry with 7.4 million ac-
tive borrowers, who lifted the total loan portfolio 
to Rs302 billion. Since women empowerment 

through microfinance lending is one of the core 
objectives of the sector, female borrowers in 2019 
stood at 3.8 million. In March 2020, the number 
of active borrowers was recorded at 7.1 million 
with a loan portfolio of Rs310 billion.However, 
this number shrank to 6.85 million in September 
this year. Pakistan Microfinance Network Chief 
Executive Officer Syed Mohsin Ahmed said that 
the first wave of Covid-19 had a devastating ef-
fect on the industry.“This is the first time that the 
microfinance industry recorded a contraction 
but we remain hopeful for the future,” he said.His 
hopes were backed by a case study of a western 
African country where another deadly Ebola virus 
outbreak destroyed the sector following a seven-
month lockdown but the industry somehow man-
aged to recover and refinance microenterprises.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Saudi banks witnessed an improvement 
in profitability in the third quarter of 2020 
largely driven by higher lending and lower 
loan loss provisions. However, analysts ex-
pect, Saudi banking sector’s profitability 
to come under pressure in 2021.The com-
bined impact of COVID-19 and oil prices 
had softened Saudi banks’ profitability 
and asset quality since the first quarter 
of 2020, according to rating agency Fitch. 
This has put pressure on the sector’s asset 
quality and profitability, and undermined 
the banks’ standalone credit strength.“We 
expect corporate default rates to increase 
in 2021 as a result of the pandemic and 
lower economic activity, although some 
recovery has been observed since the April 
lockdown,” said Redmond Ramsdale, an 
analyst at Fitch. Saudi banks experienced 
strong loan growth of about 12.7 per cent 
in the first ten months of 2020.According 
to a recent analysis of the third quarter 

bank results by professional services firm 
Alvarez & Marsal (A&M) Saudi Arabia’s top 
10 banks reported an increase in loans and 
advances which grew at a faster pace in the 
third quarter compared to the previous 
quarter. This growth was primarily driven 
by increased credit uptake in consumer and 
credit card segment. “While we have wit-
nessed an overall improvement in profit-
ability this quarter, the near-term outlook 
for Saudi banks looks bearish,” said Asad 
Ahmed, A&M Managing Director and Head 
of Middle East Financial Services.“The Saudi 
government’s announcement to cut budget 
spending by 7.5 per cent in 2021 could 
have a spill-over effect in other sections 
of economy.” Fitch analysts see delayed 
recognition of impairments, a tempering 
of growth and increasing government fis-
cal consolidation measures are key risks.
The sector’s reported asset-quality met-
rics were stable in the first nine months of 
2020, supported by government forbear-
ance measures and high credit growth. This 

will likely be undermined by more corpo-
rate defaults but also delayed asset-quality 
problem recognition from the first quarter 
of 2021 as government support measures 
expire. Banks have been building provisions 
since first quarter 2020 in anticipation of 
weaker asset quality.Fitch expects impact of 
credit quality issues will be less severe at 
retail-focused banks as almost all financing 
is to public-sector employees and salary-
assigned (repayments are deducted directly 
from the borrower’s salary). 

Saudi banks’ profitability pressures to spill over into 2021

Govt removes 
age restriction 
for hiring CEOs

Bureaau Report
ISLAMABAD:

The government has removed 
the restriction on upper age limit 
for appointment of chief executive 
officers (CEOs) of power distribu-
tion companies. Previously, the 
age limit for appointing the CEO of 
a power distribution company was 
62 years.The cabinet had taken up 
the issue of advertisements for 
the position of CEOs in its meet-
ing.The Power Division informed 
the meeting that there were 10 
distribution companies under 
its administrative control, which 
were public sector firms.It stated 
that these companies were being 
headed by general managers/ 
chief engineers on a look-after 
charge basis as a stopgap ar-
rangement on a temporary basis.
It was then proposed that the ap-
pointment of CEOs may be carried 
out on a regular basis.According 
to the Companies Act 2017, the 
board of directors shall carry out 
the recruitment process, includ-
ing advertisement and shortlist-
ing on the fit-and-proper criteria, 
and furnish a panel of at least 
three candidates to the line min-
istry for submission of the case to 
the federal government after due 
deliberations at the level of line 
ministry.The Power Division said 
that it intended to get the recruit-
ment process initiated in accord-
ance with the uniform guidelines 
for the company boards.

Bureau Report
JEDDAH

Around 100 gold and jewellery stores shut 
down in the UAE this year after the pandemic 
struck – and that’s not a bad thing, according 
to the founder of a leading retailer.“Gold stores 
were mushrooming all over – and there were 
retailers who had two or three on the same 
road,” said Joy Alukkas, Chairman and Managing 
Director of the network that bears his name. 
“Our brand too had such locations – it was felt 
then that this the only way to keep growth hap-
pening and the brand name intact.“But COVID-19 
has taught the local gold trade a few lessons… 
and shedding the over reliance on too many 
stores was one.”In recent months, Joyalukkas 
exited six locations in the UAE and more than 
a dozen across the Gulf. There are reportedly 
more than 2,000 gold and jewellery outlets in 
the country. Since July, Dubai’s Gold Souq and 
Meena Bazar – the two hotspots for the city’s 
gold and jewellery business – have seen quite 
a few closures as retailers took a closer look 
at their network needs. Where landlords have 
provided rent deferments or waivers, however 
limited, retailers decided to stick on. (During this 
period, two jewellery retailers from India made 

an entry, including Tata Group owned Tanishq 
with its first standalone store in the UAE.) But 
all those store closures have hurt the workforce 
numbers. Among the many retail categories, gold 
and jewellery had seen the highest number of 
job losses, sources say. Retailers have tried to 
absorb or work around their shifts and annual 
leaves to keep as many on the rolls as possible. 
But the sector is making progress on another 
front. After a horror showing in the first eight 
months, UAE’s gold retailers are seeing shoppers 
return. November was the best month by some 
distance in 2020, helped by Indian festive buy-
ing. December looks promising, though jewel-
lery sales during DSF 2021 is off to a slow start, 
said Alukkas.“Our sales in recent weeks had 
gone back to around 70-75 per cent of what was 
there pre-COVID,” he added. “The doubts that 
were there about job losses, investments, and 
futures are being swept away… gradually.“Gold 
market is settling down, and I think a majority 
of gold retailers will say the same. We don’t have 
the same fears as in June 2020. Yes, concerns 
are there – but there’s also belief that things 
are improving.“Shoppers are now returning 
because they see how gold performed in this 
all-time difficult year.”Gold is up $380 an ounce 

since January 1, 2020, down from the $500 plus 
it had touched in August on way to an all-time 
record of $2,058 an ounce.“Majority of shoppers 
we see today are not coming to exchange their 
old jewellery for new,” said Alukkas. “The vast 
majority – around 80 per cent – are still buy-
ing new collections of investment bars/coins.” 
That the slow rebound in sales is happening 
because of residents is the biggest positive for 
retailers. “Tourists are returning, but for now, 
UAE’s gold and jewellery is entirely driven by 
resident shoppers,” the chairman added. “If we 
can get back to 60-70 per cent levels with their 
help, the return of tourists will speed us towards 
a full recovery.“The UAE’s gold business will get 
there - shoppers are making sure it does.”

AE gold and jewellery sector will emerge stronger from COVID-19-

Bureau Report
LONDON

Slaven Bilic’s sacking by West Brom last week made him 
the earliest managerial departure in a Premier League sea-
son for six years after it took 18 games for Cardiff City to 
dismiss Neil Warnock in 2014.The next sacking may not be 
long in coming with several bosses having serious question 
marks over their futures.The report looks at three bosses 
who could do with some Christmas cheer.Mikel Arteta’s FA 
Cup success last season and then victory over Liverpool in 
the Community Shield suggested the turbulent period for 
Arsenal under his predecessor Unai Emery had been laid to 
rest.However, heading into a tough home clash with highfly-
ing London rivals Chelsea on Saturday the bright new dawn 
has clouded over and the former Gunners captain’s future 
after just over a year in charge is in doubt.The 38-year-old 
Spaniard has overseen their worst start since the 1974/75 
season — they have scored just 12 goals to boot — and lie 
just four points above the relegation zone.It says a lot about 
the gloom surrounding the club the board have inserted 
clauses in the players contracts of a cut in pay should they 
be relegated for the first time since 1912/13 when they were 
known as Woolwich Arsenal.Areta will hope the board keep 
the faith and listened to the sterling defense his former boss 
at Manchester City Pep Guardiola mounted after the Gunners 
lost 4-1 to them in the League Cup on Tuesday.“It’s just a 
question of time and he will do well. Football changes in one 
week so quick,” said Guardiola.Steve Bruce knows all about 
the ups and downs of football management especially after 
Newcastle’s disappointing League Cup quarterfinal exit at 
the hands of second-tier Brentford.The Magpies look reason-
ably comfortable in 12th place in the table.However, with 
a trip to Manchester City on Saturday and then welcoming 
champions Liverpool a few days later the eight points sepa-
rating them from the relegation zone could be whittled away 
such is the volatility of this campaign.

Microfinance sector recoveries stall

Salah is happy at Liverpool, says coach Klopp

Under pressure Premier 
League managers hope for fes-

Shadab Khan ruled out of second New Zealand Test
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Bureau Report
PALM BEACH, Fla/WASHINGTON

Millions of Americans are about to see 
their jobless benefits expire on Saturday 
as U.S. President Donald Trump has so 
far refused to sign into law a $2.3 trillion 
pandemic aid and spending package, in-
sisting that it did not do enough to help 
everyday people. Trump stunned Re-
publicans and Democrats alike when he 
said this week he was unhappy with the 
massive bill, which provides $892 billion 
in badly needed coronavirus relief, in-
cluding extending special unemployment 
benefits expiring on Dec. 26, and $1.4 
trillion for normal government spend-
ing. Without Trump’s signature, about 
14 million people could lose those extra 
benefits, according to Labor Department 
data. A partial government shutdown will 
begin on Tuesday unless Congress can 
agree a stop-gap government funding bill 
before then. After months of wrangling, 
Republicans and Democrats agreed to the 
package last weekend, with the support 
of the White House. Trump, who hands 
over power to Democratic President-elect 
Joe Biden on Jan. 20, did not object to 
terms of the deal before Congress voted it 
through on Monday night. But since then 
he has complained that the bill gives too 

much money to special interests, cultural 
projects and foreign aid, while its one-
time $600 stimulus checks to millions of 
struggling Americans were too small. He 
has demanded that be raised to $2,000. 
“I simply want to get our great people 
$2000, rather than the measly $600 that 
is now in the bill,” the president tweeted 
on Saturday. His refusal to sign prompted 
sharp rebuke from Biden, who called on 
the outgoing Republican president to act 
immediately. “This abdication of respon-
sibility has devastating consequences...
This bill is critical. It needs to be signed 
into law now,” Biden, who is spending the 
holiday in his home state of Delaware, said 
in a statement. Americans face an unprec-
edented holiday season amid a pandemic 
that has killed nearly 330,000 people in 
the United States, with a daily death toll 
now repeatedly well over 3,000 people, 
the highest since the pandemic began. 

Many economists agree the bill’s aid is too 
low but say the immediate support is still 
welcome and necessary. A source familiar 
with the situation said Trump’s objection 
to the bill caught many White House offi-
cials by surprise. His repeated expression 
of discontent over it has dashed hopes 
that he would sign. Trump spent much of 
Thursday and Christmas Day golfing at his 
club in West Palm Beach, Florida. The bill 
has been sent to Mar-a-Lago, his Florida 
residence. On Saturday, Trump remained 
at his Mar-a-Lago club, with minimal staff 
but with members of his family, including 
senior advisers Jared Kushner and Ivanka 
Trump. According to his daily schedule, he 
was involved in “many meetings and calls”, 
although the White House did not provide 
any details on those. He has been sending 
tweets repeating his baseless claims about 
election fraud and accusing his fellow Re-
publicans of abandoning him in his bid to 
overturn the election result, already shot 
down multiple times by U.S. courts. He 
is yet to acknowledge Biden’s Nov. 3 vic-
tory. Trump appeared to be in an isolated 
position on the aid bill as well, with few 
Republican lawmakers voicing support 
for his position. The White House had no 
updates as to whether Trump would sign 
the bill by Monday, an official said. Reuters

Covid-19 pandemic and economic 
fallout have certainly tipped rivalry 

in China’s favour, says think tank 
report
LONDON

China will overtake the United States 
to become the world’s biggest econ-
omy in 2028, five years earlier than 
previously estimated due to the con-
trasting recoveries of the two coun-
tries from the Covid-19 pandemic, a 
think tank said. “For some time, an 
overarching theme of global econom-
ics has been the economic and soft 
power struggle between the United 
States and China,” the Centre for Eco-
nomics and Business Research said 
in an annual report published on Sat-
urday. “The Covid-19 pandemic and 
corresponding economic fallout have 
certainly tipped this rivalry in China’s 
favour.” The CEBR said China’s “skilful 
management of the pandemic”, with its 
strict early lockdown, and hits to long-
term growth in the West meant Chi-
na’s relative economic performance 
had improved. China looked set for av-
erage economic growth of 5.7% a year 
from 2021-25 before slowing to 4.5% 
a year from 2026-30. While the Unit-
ed States was likely to have a strong 
post-pandemic rebound in 2021, its 
growth would slow to 1.9% a year 

between 2022 and 2024, and then to 
1.6% after that. Japan would remain 
the world’s third-biggest economy, 
in dollar terms, until the early 2030s 
when it would be overtaken by India, 
pushing Germany down from fourth 
to fifth. The United Kingdom, current-
ly the fifth-biggest economy by the 
CEBR’s measure, would slip to sixth 
place from 2024. However, despite a 
hit in 2021 from its exit from the Eu-
ropean Union’s single market, British 
GDP in dollars was forecast to be 23% 
higher than France’s by 2035, helped 
by Britain’s lead in the increasingly 
important digital economy. Europe ac-
counted for 19% of output in the top 

10 global economies in 2020 but that 
will fall to 12% by 2035, or lower if 
there is an acrimonious split between 
the EU and Britain, the CEBR said. It 
also said the pandemic’s impact on 
the global economy was likely to show 
up in higher inflation, not slower 
growth. “We see an economic cycle 
with rising interest rates in the mid-
2020s,” it said, posing a challenge for 
governments which have borrowed 
massively to fund their response to 
the Covid-19 crisis. “But the underly-
ing trends that have been accelerated 
by this point to a greener and more 
tech-based world as we move into the 
2030s.” Reuters

China faced a barrage of criticism 
at home and abroad over its initial 

handling of the virus
ISLAMABAD 

China’s ruling Communist Party leaders have 
congratulated themselves on their “extremely 
extraordinary” success in handling the Cov-
id-19 outbreak domestically, ahead of a World 
Health Organization probe into the disease’s 
origins. China faced a barrage of criticism at 
home and abroad over its initial handling of 
the virus, which emerged in the central city of 
Wuhan last December. China’s Politburo, the 
top decision-making body of the Communist 
Party, said late Friday that the party leader-
ship “played a decisive role in leading ... China 
in prevailing over the rare risks and challenges 
this year.” “At the critical moment ... the Party 
Central Committee took a long-term view 
...achieving an extremely extraordinary glory in 
this extremely unusual year,” state news agen-
cy Xinhua reported, citing a statement issued 
after the two-day meeting. China has largely 
curbed the spread of the virus, and was one 
of the only major economies to report growth 
this year. But it has been accused of covering up 
the initial outbreak, and so contributing to the 
virus’ spread internationally. At home, Beijing 

has attempted to stifle criticism by punishing 
at least eight whistleblowers. A Chinese citizen 
journalist who reported on Wuhan’s outbreak, 
Zhang Zhan, has been detained since May and 
is expected to go on trial on Monday. Zhang is 
a former lawyer who travelled to the city in 
February to report on the chaotic initial stages 
of the outbreak, through livestreams and criti-
cal essays widely shared on social media plat-
forms banned in China. The two-day Politburo 
meeting comes shortly before an international 
team of WHO experts is expected to arrive in 
China to investigate the animal origins of Cov-
id-19, during which trip they will visit Wuhan. 
An expert from the team told AFP this week 
that the investigation was “not about find-
ing a guilty country or a guilty authority”, but 
about “about understanding what happened 
to avoid that in the future”. Beijing has recently 
attempted to cast doubts on the origins of the 
virus -- the state-run People’s Daily newspaper 
said in a Facebook post in early November that 
“all available evidence suggests that the coro-
navirus did not start in central China’s Wuhan”. 
China has also tried to enhance its soft power 
push during the pandemic -- promising to 
share its vaccines with developing countries, 
and engaging in “mask diplomacy. Xinhua

BEIJING 
Federal Minister for Interior Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed on Saturday said Prime 
Minister Imran Khan would complete 
his five years constitutional tenure due 
to in time decisions and positive politi-
cal approach. The minister said Imran 
Khan was feeling relax and he would not 
surrender before the opposition as he 
was not scared from any political move-
ment.Talking to a private news chan-
nel, he said the opposition was divided 
about the matter of resignations but 
they were pretending as united in order 
to pressurize the government. He said 
opposition wanted to destabilise the 
country for protecting their personal 
interests but the state would never al-
low them to do so at any cost. Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed very much sure that the 
opposition would take part in the Sen-
ate elections and they would not tender 
their resignations because the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM) was us-
ing resignations just as a political stunt. 
Replying to a question, he said Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam-F chief Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman was only root cause of the pres-

ent situation, however, law would take 
its due course if anybody would violate 
it. Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s politics 
based on a personal vendetta, he said 
and adding that Nawaz Sharif was doing 
wrong politics and the co-chairman of 
Pakistan Peoples Party Asif Ali Zardari 
wanted to get more benefits from cur-
rent situation. He said Shehbaz Sharif ’s 
case was too serious and his politics 
could be ended if his case would be pro-
ceeded in proper manners. To another 
query, he said Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment (MQM) would remain the govern-
ment allied till the last moment. VoM

NAB committed to make 
Pakistan corruption free : 

Chairman NAB

Pakistan’s Armed Forces 
fully prepared to deal 

with any misadventure: 
Naval Chief

China will conduct talks on an invest-
ment pact with the European Union “at 

its own pace”
BEIJING

China will conduct talks on an 
investment pact with the Euro-
pean Union “at its own pace”, its 
foreign ministry said on Friday, 
raising doubts about whether a 
deal can be sealed by year-end. 
Negotiations for the EU-China 
Comprehensive Agreement on 
Investment, which would grant 
European companies greater 
access to the Chinese market, 
have gone on for six years. An 
EU official said last week that 
a deal was close following a 
push from Germany, which 
holds the EU presidency until 
the end of the year and is the 
biggest European exporter to 
China. But the latest comments 
by the Chinese government 
suggest otherwise.  Xinhua

ISLAMABAD
Chairman National Accountability Bureau (NAB) Justice (Retd) 
Javed Iqbal on Saturday said NAB was absolutely committed 
to make Pakistan corruption free as fight against corruption 
was being taken as a national duty. In a statement, he said 
NAB was established to eradicate corruption and to recover 
looted money from corrupt elements. NAB, since its inception 
has recovered Rs. 714 billion directly and indirectly which 
was a remarkable achievement as compared to other anti-
corruption organizations with approximate conviction ratio 
of 68.8 percent, he said. The chairman said “NAB’s faith is 
Corruption free Pakistan”. NAB’s efforts have been appreciated 
by national and international reputed organizations like 
Transparency International Pakistan, World Economic Forum, 
PILDAT and Mishal Pakistan. As per Gillani and Gallop Survey, 
59 percent people have shown trust upon NAB. NAB was the 
focal institution of Pakistan under United Nations Convention 
against Corruption. The convention was ratified by Pakistan 
in the past as it was a pride for Pakistan due to NAB’s efforts. 
He said Pakistan was the only country in the world which 
has signed Memorandum of Understanding with China to 
oversee China Pakistan Economic Corridor projects as well 
as to enhance cooperation for eradicating corruption. He 
directed all NAB officers to double their efforts in nabbing 
corrupt elements and recovery of hard earned looted money of 
the innocent citizens of Pakistan so that the country should be 
on the track of prosperity and development . He said that NAB 
has introduced a new concept of a “Combined Investigation 
Team” where two investigation officers and a legal consultant, 
financial expert, forensic expert under the supervision of 
Additional Director/Case officer and concerned Director are 
working as a team for a fair and transparent inquiries and 
investigations as per law, so that the quality of inquiries and 
investigation of NAB must be improved in all aspects further 
due to collective wisdom as well as establishment of NAB’s 
first Forensic Science Lab which has all facilities of Digital 
Forensics, Questioned Documents and Fingerprint Analysis etc. 
NAB has established its own Pakistan Training and Research 
Academy in which specialized training has been started to 
impart investigation of officers and Prosecutors on modern 
lines to further improve the standard and quality of cases of 
money laundering/white collar crime cases etc. NAB has also 
established an Anti-Money Laundering Cell in Its headquarters. 
NAB was monitoring the performance of all regional bureaus 
to further improve the performance of the bureau. On the 
instructions of Chairman NAB, a special complaint cells have 
been established in NAB Headquarters and all bureaus to listen 
complaints of the business community as NAB has great regard 
for the business community which played a vital role in the 
development of the country. NAB has no affiliation with any 
political party, group and individual. NAB’s affiliation was only 
with the state of Pakistan, he said. Chairman NAB directed all 
Regional Bureaus to respect every person who was visiting 
NAB office and ensure their self respect as per law as terming 
NAB as a friendly organization. VoM

MIRPUR  
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) President Sar-
dar Masood Khan Saturday reminded India, 
fate of Adolf Hitler’s adventurism, and said 
that if random use of force had been the so-
lution of issues, the Nazi dictator would have 
been ruling Europe and the Soviet Union after 
the World War-II. “If brute force was the only 
currency of power, Hitler would have ruled Eu-
rope and part of the Soviet Union after World 
War 2. He did not. Let’s not forget the collec-
tive force of major powers was used to stop 
him,” In a statement issued here, the AJK State 
President advised India to give up the use of 
force, pay attention to the Kashmiris legiti-
mate call for the grant of the right of self-deter-
mination, and resolve the long-standing Kash-
mir conflict through political and diplomatic 
means in accordance with the wishes and as-
pirations of the Kashmiri people. Expressing 
grave concern over reports of the worst tor-
ture against thousands of Kashmiri youth rot-
ting in jails in occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
as well as in India and their brainwashing to 

deter them from the demand of freedom, the 
state president called upon the UN Human 
Rights Council and other international human 
rights organizations to intervene, and ensure 
release of these youth and the political prison-
ers. “We are deeply concerned about the fate 
of the 13,000 boys who were abducted by the 
Indian occupation forces and put in the so-
called “de-radicalisation” camps where they 
are being tortured,” Khan said. He went on to 
say that these are in fact Nazi-like concentra-
tion camps designed to brainwash Kashmiri 
youth demanding freedom, break their will 
and prepare the ground for transfer or exter-
mination of the part of the Muslim population. 
He said that more than 13,000 Kashmiri youth 
were arrested by Indian occupation army af-
ter the history’s worst crackdown in the held 
territory in the wake of August 5, last year 
and their parents and relatives are not being 
allowed to see them nor is any information 
about them being provided to their fami-
lies. “An Indian civil society organization had 
confirmed the arrest of these youth with full 

figures, but the Indian regime has kept mum 
about their whereabouts, trial or release so far, 
which has created doubts about their health 
and security, he added. He maintained that be-
sides detaining thousands of political leaders 
and activists and subjecting them to inhumane 
and degrading treatment, restrictions on the 
internet and curbs on freedom of expression 
are also asphyxiating. Taking exception to the 
statement of the former Indian Army chief and 
the current chief of defence staff Gen Bipin 
Rawat in which he had said that the use of ran-
dom force had become inevitable to resolve 
the Kashmir issue, Sardar Masood Khan said 
that the statement had come from a man who 
had commanded the Indian Army. The state-
ment, he maintained, reveals a highly danger-
ous and disastrous trend, and suggests that 
India has established concentration centres on 
the pattern of Nazir Germany where the Kash-
miri youth are tortured and indoctrinated 
through violence and psychological means to 
compel them to give up their demand for free-
dom and the right to self-determination. VoM
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102 Pakistani, 64 foreign cadets 
pass out at 114th Midshipmen 

Commissioning parade
KARACHI

The 114th Midshipmen Commissioning Parade 
was held comprising 102 Pakistani and 64 Mid-
shipmen from friendly countries at Pakistan 
Naval Academy Pakistan Naval Ship (PNS) RAH-
BAR, here on Saturday. Chief of the Naval Staff, 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi graced 
the occasion as Chief Guest, said a Pakistan Navy 
press release. While addressing the ceremony, 
Chief of the Naval Staff highlighted the techno-
logical strides and recent acquisitions made by 
Pakistan Navy and underscored the responsibility 
and challenges entrusted upon newly commis-
sioned officers. The Admiral said Pakistan was 
a peace loving country and desires to maintain 
amiable and friendly relations with all its neigh-
bours. He underlined that our desire for peace 
and readiness must not be misconstrued as our 
weakness as the Armed Forces of Pakistan were 
fully cognizant of all such nefarious designs and 
stand fully ready to foil them, whatever may be 
the cost. The chief guest advised the newly com-
missioned officers to be grateful to Allah Almighty 
and remain resolute while taking up the sacred 
task of defending the motherland and put in their 
best to live up to the expectations of the nation 
in line with Pakistan Navy traditions. The Naval 
Chief congratulated the commissioning term for 
practically joining proud community of the mari-
time defenders of Pakistan. He also felicitated 
Midshipmen from friendly countries on becom-
ing commissioned officers. Earlier in his welcome 
address, Commandant Pakistan Naval Academy, 
Commodore Sohail Ahmad Azmie highlighted the 
quality training being imparted to Pakistani as 
well as friendly countries’ cadets at Pakistan Naval 
Academy. While addressing the commissioning 
term, comprising one Jordanian, 07 Qatari and 56 
Royal Saudi Naval Forces (RSNF) and 102 Paki-
stani Midshipmen, the Commandant urged them 
to hold fast the ideals of Honour, Duty and Loyalty 
to keep the nation’s interests first and foremost. 
Later, the Chief Guest gave away prizes to the dis-
tinction holders. The prestigious Quaid-i-Azam 
Gold Medal was conferred upon Lt Asad Munir PN. 
Midshipman Muhammad Hassan Jalal claimed the 
coveted Sword of Honour for his overall best per-
formance, whereas, Midshipman Muhammad Us-
man Ahmed Khan clinched Academy’s Dirk. VoM

Trump refuses to budge over aid bill, imperiling jobless 
benefits for millions




