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We don’t need a weakened 
government but a strong 

government that would take 
responsibility for the rights of the 
individual and care for the society 

as a whole

Russian President

Vladimir Putin

 Pak-China partnership to be further diversified 
in foreseeable future: Ambassador Haque

Turkey sentences hundreds to life in prison for plotting 
to overthrow President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in 2016

The Asian Telegraph

43 Chinese apps ban by 
India is glaring violation 
of market principles and 

WTO rules: China 
ISLAMABAD

China expressed “grave concerns” after India 
banned another 43 Chinese apps, the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said 
at a regular press briefing on Wednesday. The de-
cision clearly violated the market principles and 
rules of the World Trade Organization, seriously 
damaging the legitimate rights and interests of 
Chinese enterprises, noted Zhao. Zhao’s remarks 
came after India on Tuesday blocked access to 
43 mostly Chinese mobile apps, including Ali-
baba Group Holding Ltd’s e-commerce app Aliex-
press. A few dating apps were also added to the 
block list. A statement issued by India’s Ministry 
of Electronics and Information Technology cited 
these apps as a threat to the country’s “sover-
eignty and integrity.” India has imposed bans on 
around 200 apps this year, claiming risks to its 
national security.  It forbid access to 59 mostly 
Chinese mobile apps including Bytedance’s Tik-
Tok and Tencent’s WeChat following border skir-
mishes that erupted between the two countries 
in June, before moving to prohibit another 47 
apps in July and over 100 Chinese mobile apps, 
including wildly popular mobile game PUBG, in 
September. On the same day, the spokesperson of 
the Chinese Embassy in India, Counselor Ji Rong 
also responded to India’s decision. “We firmly op-
pose the Indian side’s repeated use of ‘national 
security’ as an excuse to prohibit some mobile 
apps with Chinese background,” Ji said.  Xinhua

Oil rally stalls on signs of more supply, demand doubts
Earlier, rally driven 

by optimism Covid-19 
vaccines will revive fuel 

demand
Bureau Reporter

LONDON
Oil slipped from seven-month 

highs on Thursday as signs of 
growing supplies helped to halt 
a rally driven by optimism that 
Covid-19 vaccines will revive fuel 
demand. Brent futures had risen 
to nearly $50 a barrel this week 
after three major pharmaceutical 
companies announced progress 
on vaccines that could start to be 
rolled out before the end of the 
year. But Brent was down $0.81, or 
1.7%, at $47.80 a barrel by 1256 
GMT on Thursday, having dropped 
as much as $1. The contract had 
gained about 1.6% in the previous 
session. West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude fell $0.75, or 1.6%, 
to $44.96 after gaining 1.8% on 
Wednesday. “Despite a number of 
strong fundamentals rallying the 
markets, especially vaccine de-
velopment supporting oil, bear-

ish concerns remain,” said Avtar 
Sandu, senior commodities man-
ager at Phillip Futures. Lockdowns 
as the Covid-19 pandemic wors-
ens, rising number of rigs em-
ployed in the United States and 
increased production from Libya 
are risk factors for bulls, he said. 
US President-elect Joe Biden has 
urged people to forgo big family 
gatherings, wear protective masks 
and maintain social distancing 
for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
But Americans are defying pleas 
from officials to stay at home. The 
United States has recorded 2.3 
million new infections in the past 
two weeks. While fuel demand 
has fallen with the second round 
of lockdowns, non-compliance 

has translated in a smaller-than-
expected fall in European demand, 
according to Rystad Energy. “The 
restrictions currently imposed in 
Europe – had they been adhered 
to widely – should have resulted 
in a 20% to 30% drop in activity. 
Instead, as our real-time measure-
ments show, we observe a drop of 
only around 12%,” Rystad said in 
a note. Investors are also awaiting 
next week’s Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries’ 
(OPEC) meeting. OPEC and al-
lies including Russia are lean-
ing towards delaying next year’s 
planned increase in oil output 
to help the market weather the 
second wave of Covid-19 and ris-
ing Libyan output, three sources 
close to OPEC+ said. “Tomorrow 
(Friday) traders will start po-
sitioning themselves for next 
week’s OPEC+ meeting. The con-
sensus among analysts is a three-
month extension in the current 
ceiling, anything less than that 
will trigger a sharp sell-off,” said 
Tamas Varga, analyst at PVM Oil 
Associates. Reuters

Pakistan to participate in 17th 

China-ASEAN Expo at China 
BEIJING

Pakistan Ambassador to China Moin ul 
Haque has lauded the holding of China 
Overseas Investment Fair and said that it 
was a very important event which took 
place in this COVID-19 pandemic year. 
“This is my first time to join COIFAIR and 
I am really delighted to be here. The China 
Overseas Investment Fair has developed 
into a very international and important 
event over the years,” he said in an interview 
with China Economic Net while attending 
the fair. Since next year marks the 70th an-
niversary of Pakistan-China diplomatic ties, 
Mr. He Zhenwei, Secretary General of China 
Overseas Development Association (CODA), 
invited Pakistan to be a special guest for the 
13th China Overseas Investment Fair, he 
added. Moin ul Haque also floated idea of 
diversified cooperation between both coun-
tries, especially the cultural one. Cultural 
exchanges are of great pith and moment to 
countries besides political and economic 
cooperation and exchanges, he noted. And 
he hoped that the introduction of Pakistani 
film Parwaaz Hai Junoon to China is just a 
beginning and that more cultural products 
from Pakistan will come to China in days to 

come and vice versa. “Not only screenings, 
but also producing movies are in need to 
be taken into account. Animation movie is 
a new trend in Pakistan. We would like to 
promote cooperation in joint ventures of 
animated movies between Pakistan and 
China,” he further mentioned. COIFAIR is 
an annual international conference jointly 
launched by China Overseas Development 
Association and China Development Bank 
in 2009. COIFAIR is scheduled to be held 
in Beijing every year, and has been suc-
cessfully held for 12 consecutive sessions. 
Its main purpose is to build an interna-
tional platform for Chinese enterprises to 
exchange information, interact and carry 
out investment cooperation with other 
countries around the world. Pakistan will 
participate as a special partner in the 17th 
China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) in Nanning, 
Guangxi province, China from November 
27-30, said Gao Feng, spokesperson of the 
Chinese Ministry of Commerce. “We have 
invited Pakistan to participate as a special 
partner in this important event along with 
10 ASEAN countries,” he said at a press 
conference on Thursday. He informed that 
President Dr. Arif Alvi will deliver a special 
message through video link, together with 
the leaders of China and ASEAN countries 
at the inaugural ceremony. Xinhua

Kashmir dispute remains 
imperative agenda of 
OIC, Pakistan reject 

Indian propaganda and 
disinformation campaign
OIC CFM summit: Pakistan to spot-
light on the issues of Islamophobia, 

coercive Indian policies
Islamabad

Pakistan states that reports of exclusion of Kashmir 
crisis from OIC agenda are baseless. Such irrespon-
sible speculations are part of false Indian propagan-
da and disinformation campaign. Jammu and Kash-
mir dispute remains a permanent item on the OIC’s 
agenda. The Organization has been unambiguously 
pronouncing itself on the issue for decades, through 
a succession of Summit as well as CFM Resolutions. 
In the aftermath of India’s illegal and unilateral ac-
tions of 5 August 2019, the OIC has been actively 
seized of the matter. In a series of pronouncements, 
issued from time to time, the OIC General Secretariat 
has called for settlement of the Jammu and Kashmir 
in accordance with the relevant UN Security Council 
Resolutions. The OIC Contact Group on Jammu and 
Kashmir has also met thrice in past 15 months. The 
Contact Group last met at the level of Foreign Min-
isters in June this year. The Final Communique of 
that meeting called upon India to rescind its illegal 
actions and stop egregious human rights violations 
in the illegally occupied territory. The CFM Session 
in Niger that starts tomorrow forms the first such 
meeting after India’s illegal and unilateral actions 
of 5 August 2019. It is expected that the Session 
would reiterate its strong support to the Kashmir 
Cause. Let me confirm that the Jammu and Kashmir 
dispute continue to be amongst the longest stand-
ing items on the OIC agenda. Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi has arrived in Niger to represent 
Pakistan at the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers’ 
meeting beginning on Friday. The Foreign Minister 
and President Azad Kashmir Sardar Masood Khan 
will address the meeting and apprise the partici-
pants about the grave human rights situation in In-
dian.VoM

 Britain offers its assistance to 
Pakistan in mitigating the reper-
cussions of the ongoing pandemic  

KARACHI

Pakistan and the European Union (EU) to further strengthen 
bilateral cooperation in diverse fields through collaborative en-
gagements. The areas of cooperation’s were discussed during 
a virtual meeting last evening between Ambassador Zaheer A 
Janjua, Pakistan’s envoy to the European Union, Luxembourg 
and Belgium and Mr Nicola Procaccini, Member of the 
European Parliament and Chair of the European Parliament’s 
Delegation for Relations with South Asia. Says a press release 
received here today from Brussels. While expressing satisfac-
tion on the upward trajectory of relationship between the 
European Union and Pakistan, Ambassador Janjua said that 
the recently held 5th round of Pak EU Strategic Dialogue as 
well as the 6th round of Pakistan-European Union Political 
Dialogue are reflective of continued engagements between the 
two sides. Ambassador Janjua briefed MEP Procaccini about 
the existing collaboration between the two sides especially in 
trade, investment, education, science & technology, people-
to-people contacts, human rights and development coopera-
tion. Underscoring the importance of the mutually-beneficial 
GSP Plus, Ambassador Janjua hoped that Pakistan and the 
European Union will continue to work together to mitigate 
the negative effect, of COVID 19 pandemic on Pak - EU trade, 
especially Pakistan’s exports to the EU. The EU is a traditional 
friend of Pakistan and a major trading and investment part-
ner. The relations between the two sides are pursued through 

regular high-level engagements, robust institutional arrange-
ments and structured dialogues. British High Commissioner, 
H.E Dr. Christian Turner called on the Adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Finance and Revenue Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh in 
Islamabad today. The Adviser exchanged views with the High 
Commissioner on matters of common interest. The Adviser 
briefed him about the measures taken by the Government to 
lessen the adverse economic impact and protect vulnerable 
segments of the society during the coronavirus pandemic. The 
Adviser shared the economic outlook for Pakistan with the 
High Commissioner and highlighted that Pakistan has regis-
tered an upward trend in foreign remittances, FDI, tax collec-
tion and had a current account surplus during the first quarter 
of FY 2020-21. He also explained that owing to the strategy of 
smart lockdown, the economy has started to recover pace. The 
High commissioner offered to provide all possible help from 
the British Government for the people of Pakistan in mitigating 
the socio-economic impact of the pandemic. VoM

Pak-EU vows to diversify bilateral cooperation through 
manifold collaborative engagements

ANKARA
A Turkish court has jailed 337 former pilots 

and other suspects for life over plot to over-
throw President Recep Tayyip Erdogan in a 
failed coup attempt four years ago, a court 
document obtained by AFP news agency 
showed on Thursday. Nearly 500 defend-
ants were accused of carrying out the at-
tempt to overthrow the government on July 
15, 2016, from an airbase near the capital 
Ankara. More than 250 people were killed 
in the attempt as rogue soldiers comman-
deered warplanes, helicopters and tanks in 
a bid to take control of key state institutions. 
The trial was the highest-profile of dozens 
of court cases targeting thousands of people 
accused of involvement in the coup attempt, 
which Ankara blamed on the supporters of 
the United States-based Muslim preacher and 
businessman, Fethullah Gulen. Anadolu and 
other agencies said at least 25 F-16 pilots 
were given aggravated life sentences – the 
most severe punishment in Turkish courts 
– meaning there is no possibility of parole. 
Former air force commander Akin Ozturk 
and others at the Akinci airbase near Ankara 
were accused of directing the coup and 
bombing government buildings, including 
Parliament, and attempting to kill Erdogan. 

Turkey’s then-military chief and now defence 
minister Hulusi Akar and other command-
ers were held captive for several hours at 
the base on the night of the coup. Four ring-
leaders, dubbed “civilian imams” over ties to 
Gulen’s network, were given 79 aggravated 
life sentences for charges of attempting to 
assassinate the president, murder, and seek-
ing to overthrow the constitutional order, 
Anadolu said. In this July 16, 2016 photo, 
pro-government people stand atop tanks 
abandoned by Turkish army officers against 
a backdrop of Istanbul’s iconic Bosporus 
Bridge [File: Emrah Gurel/AP] Al Jazeera’s 
Sinem Koseoglu, reporting from Istanbul, 
said there were 10 civilians in this trial. 
“They were present at Akinci airbase where 
the F-16 that killed the civilians took off from. 
Prosecutors said these civilians were civil 
imams of the Gulen movement. They claim 

they were taking orders from Gulen and 
passing the order to the military personnel,” 
she said. Gulen, 79, who was once an ally of 
Erdogan and has denied any role in the coup, 
was one of the six defendants being tried 
in absentia. A total of 475 people were on 
trial, 365 of them in custody. Turkey, a NATO 
member and candidate for European Union 
membership, declared a state of emergency 
after the failed coup and carried out a large-
scale crackdown which alarmed Ankara’s 
Western allies. Some 292,000 people have 
been detained over alleged links to Gulen, 
nearly 100,000 of them jailed pending trial, 
Anadolu cited interior minister Suleyman 
Soylu as saying. Some 150,000 civil servants 
were sacked or suspended after the coup, 
with some 20,000 expelled from the military. 
Courts have handed down more than 2,500 
life sentences. Four years on, police opera-
tions targeting suspects accused of links to 
Gulen continue on a regular basis. There have 
been 289 trials into the failed overthrow and 
10 continue, Anadolu reported. The govern-
ment has said the crackdown was needed 
given the security challenges which Turkey 
has faced to root out a network of Gulen sup-
porters deeply embedded in the state appa-
ratus. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has di-
rected to simplify the NOC procedure 
and approval process for provision 
of new electricity connections. He 
was presiding over weekly meeting 
of the National Coordination Com-
mittee on Housing, Construction 
and Development in Islamabad on 
Thursday. The Prime Minister said 
presently, there is no shortage of 
electricity in the country and hence, 
there is no justification of delay in 
provision of new connection.He said 
the government is aimed to provide 
shelter to people, therefore facilities 
and simple procedures should be 
ensured. The Prime Minister made 
it clear that since the current proce-
dure is creating difficulties for con-
struction sector, long process of ap-
provals for utility connections must 
be simplified. Imran Khan directed 
that no additional burden should be 
put on those, who intend to get loan 
on easy instalments for the con-
struction of their homes under Naya 

Pakistan Housing Scheme. Brief-
ing the meeting about residential 
project of Pakistan Quarters, being 
undertaken, in Karachi, Secretary 
Housing and Works said 600 apart-
ments will be constructed under 
this project. On this occasion, the 
Prime Minister directed to provide 
facilities to overseas Pakistanis, who 
intend to invest in Pakistan.  The 
meeting was informed that an on-
line mechanism is being formulated 
for NOC required to get new gas con-
nections. Special Assistant on Over-
seas Pakistanis Syed Zulfiqar Abbas 
Bukhari called on Prime Minister 
Imran Khan in Islamabad on Thurs-
day. Construction Project of 1500 
houses under workers welfare fund 
was discussed in detail during the 
meeting. This project will provide 
affordable and low-price residential 
houses with all basic facilities and 
will be inaugurated in January next 
year. Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Wednesday said the Government 
of Pakistan remained fully commit-

ted to play a leadership role in ad-
dressing the issue of climate change 
and making a shift towards a “clean 
and green” Pakistan through a well-
articulated climate change agenda 
consisting of a number of on-the-
ground flagship initiatives. The 
prime minister, in an article which is 
part of the ‘World Economic Forum’s 
Country Strategic Dialogue on Paki-
stan 2020’, titled “Leading by doing”, 
said climate change was undoubt-
edly, the most threatening issue of 
the time and an issue without a vac-
cine. “There is no short-cut solution 
to enhanced, cooperative and coor-
dinated global climate action. Paki-
stan stands ready and committed to 
not only play its role in furthering 
global efforts to combat this men-
ace but also lead the way with real 
on-the-ground solutions,” he added. 
The prime minister said climate 
change is one of the defining global 
challenges faced by our generation. 
It has far-reaching adverse econom-
ic, social and political impacts. VoM

PM directs to simplify the electricity mechanism and provision of 
affordable residential scheme to the public

Pakistan fully determined to play leading role in managing climate change: PM

Pakistan urges an 
immediate end to the 

unilateral coercive 
sanctions at UN 

UN chief to examine 
Pakistan’s dossier on India’s 

terrorism: Spokesman 
UNITED NATIONS

Pakistan has urged world’s powerful states to end 
the use of unilateral sanctions, saying such mea-
sures intensify food and health insecurities as well 
as destabilize the lives and livelihoods of millions 
of people in the targeted countries. “We believe 
that unilateral coercive measures are contrary to 
the purposes and principles and the UN Charter 
and goes against the basic norms of international 
law, multilateralism and international relations,” 
Ambassador Munir Akram told an informal meet-
ing of the Security Council on Wednesday. The 
meeting on “End Unilateral Coercive Measures 
(UCMs) Now” was convened by five members of 
the 15-member Council — China, Russia, South 
Africa, Niger and Saint Vincent and Grenadines 
— under the format of Arria formula, which is 
named after a former Venezuelan ambassador to 
the UN, Diego Arriva. It is a very informal consulta-
tion process which affords members of the Secu-
rity Council the opportunity to hear persons in a 
confidential, informal setting. The Pakistani envoy 
said that unilateral sanctions generally ignored 
humanitarian impacts, despite contrary claims by 
those applying them. “They also seriously impact 
the ability of sanctioned States to utilize their full 
potential to realize globally agreed targets and 
frameworks such as on sustainable development 
and climate change,” he said.  “The assumption 
that one actor, or a small group of actors, can be 
allowed to unilaterally employ coercive methods 
– often on the whims of their governments. VoM
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Sustainable development 
goals regarding education

E ducation is a fundamental human right and is indispensable for the 
achievement of sustainable development. We are only able to em-
power girls, combat climate change, fight inequality and end extreme 
poverty if all stakeholders, including business, commit themselves 
to advancing the education goal. While education needs globally are 
immense, companies can leverage their resources and core compe-

tencies to support governments in delivering on their promise of education for 
all. Strong leadership by business can help unlock the necessary investments to 
ensure quality learning opportunities for all children and adults.Since 2000, there 
has been enormous progress in achieving the target of universal primary educa-
tion. The total enrolment rate in developing regions reached 91 percent in 2015, 
and the worldwide number of children out of school has dropped by almost half.
There has also been a dramatic increase in literacy rates, and many more girls are 
in school than ever before. These are all remarkable successes.The Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) are a set of 17 goals and 169 targets unanimously 
adopted at the United Nations General Assembly Summit in September. Goal 4 
is all about quality education and Transforming our world. The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development is to“Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”, and its associated targets, the 
world have set a more ambitious universal education agenda for the period from 
2015 to 2030. Every effort must be made to guarantee that, this time the goal and 
targets are achieved. When the targets related to these sustainable development 
goals of education are discussed, they are very much evident. With regards to 
Pakistan the attainment of this particular goal needs more focus and importance 
since things aren’t very encouraging.  Though some efforts been made but they 
are not enough to cope up with the global challenges

Pakistan a heaven on 
Earth

P akistan is land of beautiful people and places. Therefore it has huge 
potential and attraction for tourists around the world. Covid 19 its 
own impacts on Tourism sector. National tourism policy was promul-
gated in 1990. It stressed on the government to ensure preservation 
of environment and ecology. It argued that market forces cannot 
be expected to ensure environmental degradation. It proposed 

launching of educational programmes for creating awareness and conservation 
efforts. After a gap of 11 years, the government had announced tourism policy 
2001 with major highlight: tourism shall continue to be treated as industry. Year-
round tourism will be promoted. Efforts will be made for qualitative improvement, 
development in environment, human resources, tourist services, and the tourist 
product. Federal and provincial governments will be asked to bring all legisla-
tion in consonance with demand of the tourist industry. It will stimulate private 
sector involvement in tourism through provision of industry support constructs.
Other than the policies and organisations, the country has a Tourism Master Plan 
2002. Prepared jointly by United Nations Development Programme, the WTO, and 
the government of Pakistan, the master plan had enumerated among the others, 
several constraints, “which must be overcome to ensure the sustainable develop-
ment of tourism services:” Lack of awareness amongst the general public about 
the structure, impact and benefits of tourism. Limitations on adequately trained 
personnel in all sectors Outdated regulations and over-regulation of tourist ser-
vices and facilities in certain areas and a lack of regulation in other areas Lack of 
investment in tourist facilities and services by both national and provincial authori-
ties and few incentives for private investors Limited and outdated infrastructure 
all over the country. If we talk about few of the  happenings in recent past,  FIA 
made an announcement and  According to the issued stuff, tourists will be given 
multiple entry 30-days visas. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Rejuvenating Af-Pak bilateral Relations

Despite ideological affinities, geographical 
proximities and cultural assimilations 
Pakistan and Afghanistan bilateral ties 
remains subtle due to turbulent inter-
vening imperatives. However, both the 
states took initiative to mend the ties 

through broadening the prospects of collaboration 
history vindicates that, the Afghan imbroglio is linked 
to the internal disabilities of Afghanistan. The Taliban 
are not the national resistance movement that some 
of us believe, they just happen to be a major player 
in one of the eternal struggles for Power. There are 
conflicts within the conflict in Afghanistan which au-
tomatically brought external players to plays its own 
noxiousness.Recent visits of both countries’ high pro-
files Afghanistan peace chief Abdullah Abdullah and 
now Pakistani PM Imran khan aimed at mending the 
often fraught ties between the two neighboring coun-
tries and making new bonhomie in the trilateral Afghan 
peace negotiations. Pakistan played a vital role in the 
peace settlement process, Kabul knew that Pakistan has 
been keeping its exerting influence on the major fight-
ing group in Afghanistan the “Afghan Taliban “.Taliban 
hardcore policy towards Ashraf Ghani & increased fear 
of the existing Ghani government has also melted the 
ice-berg between two neighbors. There is a growing 

fear spiraling up, that Afghan collapse would adversely 
affect the entire region generally and Pakistan - par-
ticularly. This may pave the way for the power vacuum 
left after the disintegration of the Soviet Union - which 
left us to cope with the detritus of the war, and led 
to Al Qaeda’s preponderant influence in Afghanistan 
and then the tragic event of 9/11.Pakistan and the US 
wishing similar objectives to find out another way to 
the decades-long Afghan war, the ultimate way to peace 
is negotiation and table talks, Pakistan excellently en-
gaged both parties which was finally concluded by both 
Taliban and the US. In the long term Pakistan shouldn’t 
act as a bilateral actor, rather expedite its multilateral 
role with other involved entities for a durable Afghan 
peace process.We need to treat Afghanistan as an op-
portunity that its stabilization would enhance our 
stability and look upon the Taliban as a challenge not 
an asset like the past. If the Taliban won forcefully or 
through a political mechanism it will be a bad option, 
if they lost it will be worse. For Pakistan we have to 
engage all Afghans, political stakeholders to shun their 
traditional rivalries and internal antagonism that is the 
main bed-rock to the peace in Afghanistan. Pakistan has 
a huge stake in successful talks, Pakistan may play its 
part to convince the international community for the 
long term peace, financial support & rehabilitation ef-
forts. The world shouldn’t ignore Afghanistan’s socioec-
onomic problems.Both countries shared some common 
economic and political barriers, to expand their trade 
and security apparatus. for Pakistan Without peaceful 
Afghanistan, access to the oil-rich Central Asian states, 
convergence of alliance among regional countries 
Pakistan -China, Russia and Iran, and Pakistan China 
economic corridor are not only a dream but a seri-
ous Geo- strategic issue for Pakistan in case of chaotic 

Afghanistan. In the recent dialogue, Pakistan eased Visa 
restrictions for Afghanistan and increased the number 
of days their border crossing will remain open for pe-
destrians, a long standing afghan demand. Proper bor-
der management, curbing Militants infiltration across 
the border, and Afghanistan access to the Arabian ocean 
connects some dots. Afghan transit trade-routes pass-
ing through Pakistan wouldn’t be dealt with security 
perspective rather than an economic one.History is the 
bin of past experiences, both countries shared hun-
dreds of Km long borders, peace in Afghanistan is the 
key to regional peace. Pakistan’s security and economic 
concerns are directly linked with unstable Afghanistan. 
Both states must realize the fact that peaceful coex-
istence is not surely possible without a trust-building 
mechanism and wider diplomatic tranquility in Kabul 
and Islamabad. Now it’s the need of hours to expedite 
trust-building measures, which perpetually harming 
both country’s bilateral relations. No one would come 
to rescue, that is Pakistan and Afghanistan to decide 
either to live peacefully or to be a historical foe’ in the 
region, choice is vividly clear. 

David enjoyed working with Courteney on new Scream movie
BEVERLY HILLS

David Arquette enjoyed the “heart and emotion” 
of working with his ex-wife Courteney Cox as they 
revisited the Scream franchise.The pair found love 
on the set of the 1996 horror film and married 
three years later, and though they split in 2010, 
the stars have remained friends and jumped at the 
chance to team up again for the latest instalment 
in the hit series, which also features another origi-
nal star, Neve Campbell.David has admitted it was 
great to be back on set with his former spouse and 
the mother of his teenage daughter, Coco.“It was re-
ally great to work with Courteney and Neve again, 
there’s so much history...,” he told The Injustice of 
Our Youth podcast. “There’s a lot of heart and emo-
tion attached to it, and just love. It was great to be 
able to revisit these characters again... I think it’s 
going to excite people.”Filming wrapped last week, 
and the 49-year-old admitted it was “sad” shoot-
ing without original Scream director Wes Craven, 
who passed away in 2015.“We felt his energy on 
the set and we missed him a lot,” he shared. “So it 
was kind of sad that way.”Friends star Courteney 
marked the end of the shoot by sharing throwback 
snaps of her with Craven and new photos with di-
rectors Matt Bettinelli-Olpin and Tyler Gillett and 
co-star Neve on Instagram.“Scream just wrapped. 
This all started 25 years ago directed by the be-
loved Wes Craven. Walking back on the set 25 
years later, I wasn’t sure what to expect. What I 
found was an incredible new cast and two uber 
talented directors. I’m sure Wes will be so proud,” 
she wrote in the caption.

Follow Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich in Real 
Time As It Orbits Earth

LONDON
With NASA’s Eyes on the Earth web-

based app, you can tag along with the U.S.-
European satellite as it orbits the globe, 
gathering critical measurements of our 
changing planet.When Sentinel-6 Michael 
Freilich was encapsulated in the payload 
fairing of a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, it was 
the last time human eyes would have a 
close-up look at the satellite. But now that 
the spacecraft is in orbit after launching 
from Vandenberg Air Force Base in cen-
tral California on Nov. 21, NASA’s Eyes 
on the Earth is keeping track.The app 
provides a 3D visualization of the sea-
level-monitoring satellite, letting you see 
where it is right now as it glides over the 
cloud-covered globe. Rendered in stun-
ning detail, the spacecraft’s avatar even 
includes the instruments it will use to 
measure sea level height and gather at-
mospheric data. With the click of a mouse, 
you can rotate the satellite to see it from 
any angle, watch it fly above Earth in real-
time, or speed it up to see its entire five-
and-a-half-year mission unfold over a few 
minutes.“What we create for Eyes is an en-
gineering model of the real thing. You can 
get lost in the detail – not just in how the 
sunlight reflects off the spacecraft’s solar 

panels but how you can track its exact lo-
cation in orbit,” said Jason Craig, visuali-
zation producer at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Southern California. “We 
have data streaming from space missions 
near and far, and we’ve put that data to 
work. Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich is only 
the latest spacecraft to be added to the 
growing number of missions.”As a bonus, 
the Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich satellite 
model has also been added to the Webby 
award-winning Eyes on the Solar System. 
The web-based application has custom-
izable pop-up menus that allow you to 
zoom in and out to see where Sentinel-6 
Michael Freilich is in comparison with 
other Earth-observing satellites. You can 
even put it side-by-side with other space-
craft orbiting other planets.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

The 47th Annual General Meeting of 
Pakistan Squash Federation (PSF) was 
held on 26th November, 2020 at Air 
Headquarters,  Islamabad.  Air Chief 
Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan, Chief of 
the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force who is 
also President PSF, presided over the 
meeting. Squash legends, representatives 
of provincial squash associations, affili-
ated members and Pakistan Sports Board 
were also present during the meeting. 
Addressing the general council members, 
President PSF thanked them for their par-
ticipation and offered whole hearted sup-
port of PAF as well as PSF for the promotion 
of Squash. He directed provincial associa-
tions & member departments to involve 
themselves in promoting squash by holding 
regular training camps and tournaments 
along with encouraging young players 
through different campaigns, sponsorship 

and scholarship programmes. He also urged 
the players to focus on the game and im-
prove physical& mental strength for better 
results at national and international levels. 
The performance evaluation of provin-
cial associations for the year 2019-2020 
was also carried out by the general 
council. The Punjab Squash Association 
was awarded Winner’s  Trophy for 
Pride of Performance; whereas,  KP 
Squash Association stood runners up. 
Elections of Vice Presidents were also 
held during the Annual General Meeting. 
The house unanimously elected Mr 
Qamar Zaman and Mr Adnan Asad as Vice 
President of PSF for the next 04 years pe-
riod.The meeting concluded with the hope 
to revive Pakistan’s ascendancy in the in-
ternational arena of Squash and that all 
provincial associations & affiliated depart-
ments would put in their best to generate 
adequate funds to sponsor their respective 
players.

Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan Presided Over The 47th Annual General Meeting Of  PSF At Air HQ
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A n unusual storm system fi-
nally dissipates over England 
after wreaking havoc on the 
country for nearly two weeks. 
Featuring hurricane strength 
winds, the storm killed some-

where between 10,000 and 30,000 people. 
Hundreds of Royal Navy ships were lost to the 
storm, the worst in Britain’s history.The unu-
sual weather began on November 14 as strong 
winds from the Atlantic Ocean battered the 
south of Britain and Wales. Many homes and 
other buildings were damaged by the pound-
ing winds, but the hurricane-like storm only 
began doing serious damage on November 
26. With winds estimated at over 80 miles 
per hour, bricks were blown from some build-
ings and embedded in others. Wood beams, 
separated from buildings, flew through the 
air and killed hundreds across the south of 
the country. Towns such as Plymouth, Hull, 
Cowes, Portsmouth and Bristol were devas-
tated.However, the death toll really mounted 
when 300 Royal Navy ships anchored off 
the country’s southern coast—with 8,000 

sailors on board—were lost. The Eddystone 
Lighthouse, built on a rock outcropping 14 
miles from Plymouth, was felled by the storm. 
All of its residents, including its designer, 
Henry Winstanley, were killed. Huge waves on 
the Thames River sent water six feet higher 
than ever before recorded near London. More 

than 5,000 homes along the river were de-
stroyed. The author Daniel Defoe, who would 
later enjoy worldwide acclaim for the novel 
Robinson Crusoe, witnessed the storm, which 
he described as an “Army of Terror in its fu-
rious March.” His first book, The Storm, was 
published the following year.

Freak storm dissipates over England
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Bobby Jr. remembered by 
friends and family

NEWYORK
Bobby Brown Jr.’s loved ones have been paying 
tribute following his death last week.The son 
of singer Bobby Brown and his former partner 
Kim Ward was found dead last Wednesday 
(18.11.20) at his home in Los Angeles aged just 
28 and friends and family have been remem-
bering “a talented artist gone way too soon”.
ames Worthy, a longtime friend and producer 
for Bobby Jr., explained how he focusing on his 
music before his death.Worthy told PEOPLE 
magazine: “He hit me up the other day about 
music. He was on a roll with this album. He was 
all about his music right now.“We inspired each 
other. We helped each other grow musically. 
He was someone I loved and held dear to me. I 
can’t believe he’s gone.”Eddie Ray – the fiance 
of Bobby Jr.’s older sister La’Princia – explained 
how he could “put a smile on everyone’s face”.
He said: “My brother could walk – better yet 
moon-walk – into any room and put a smile on 
everyone’s face. He had that much of a good 
vibe.“He loved everyone, and everyone loved 
him. He was about to lead a new charge in 
music with two new songs that were slated to 
drop soon.VoM 

Swift confirms boyfriend 
is mystery co-writer

NEW YORK
Taylor Swift has revealed a mystery co-writer 
named William Bowery, who is credited on her 
latest album Folklore, is in fact her boyfriend Joe 
Alwyn.“William Bowery is Joe,” the US singer re-
veals in a new film on Disney+, which sees her 
performing songs from the album and discussing 
its creation.The mysterious Mr Bowery is cred-
ited as co-writer on the songs Betty and Exile.
Fans had speculated that it could be a pseudo-
nym for the English actor, who has been with 
Swift for three years.The 30-year-old surprised 
her fans in July when she announced the release 
of Folklore, which she recorded in isolation dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.In Folklore: The 
Long Pond Studio Sessions, released on Disney+ 
on Wednesday, the singer discusses the songs 
on her eighth studio album with producers Jack 
Antonoff and Aaron Dessner.During the film, she 
admits there has been “a lot of discussion about 
William Bowery and his identity”.Antonoff and 
Dessner were already in on the secret. “William 
Bowery is Joe, as we know,” she told them. ”Joe 
plays piano beautifully and he’s always just play-
ing and making things up and kind of creating 
things. ”He was just singing it the way that the 
whole first verse is and so I was entranced and 
asked if we could keep writing that one,” Swift 
explains.

Megha and other who 
opened their miscarriages

LONDON
Meghan Markle and other celebs who opened 
up about their miscarriagesAccording to re-
search, 10-20% of known pregnancies end in 
miscarriage. Despite its frequency, the subject 
is still considered taboo to discuss in public. 
However, several celebrities have opened up 
about their experiences having one or mul-
tiple miscarriages.Meghan Markle is the lat-
est, having penned a heartbreaking account 
of her miscarriage in the New York Times. 
The Duchess of Sussex said she felt a sharp 
pain while holding her son Archie, then she 
dropped to the floor and hummed a lullaby 
to keep them both calm. “I knew, as I clutched 
my firstborn child, that I was losing my sec-
ond,” she wrote.Markle added, “Losing a child 
means carrying an almost unbearable grief, 
experienced by many but talked about by few.” 
In this gallery, we look at stars who broke the 
silence and talked publicly about their experi-
ence with miscarriage and infant loss. Find 
out what they had to say.VoM

Bureau Reuter
DOHA

Andres Iniesta scored his first goal in 
the Asian Champions League as Vissel 
Kobe powered their way to the last-16 
with a dominant 3-1 win over Fabio 
Cannavaro’s Guangzhou Evergrande 
in their Group G clash on Wednesday.
The Spain and Barcelona legend fired 
a right-footed shot from the center of 
the box in the 84th minute to help the 
Japanese side consolidate their position 
at the top of their group with two wins 

from as many matches.They are now five 
points ahead of Guangzhou and Suwon 
Samsung Bluewings and assured of a 
spot in the knockout phase after the 
group was reduced to three teams follow-
ing Malaysian side Johor Darul Ta’zim’s 
withdrawal from the tournament.
In another match on Wednesday, 
Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors pipped 
Sydney FC 1-0 in Group H with Na 
Sung-eun scoring in the 44th minute.
It was the Australian side’s third defeat 
in four matches while Jeonbuk revived 
their hopes with their first victory.
Iniesta, who was declared MVP of the 
match, had been an influential presence 
for Vissel Kobe throughout the encounter 
with his quick thinking and crisp passing, 
and that reflected in their first goal in the 
44th minute at the Khalifa International 
Stadium.The Spanish veteran dashed 
his way up on the left flank to control a 
long diagonal pass and after advancing 

further turned around near the goal-
line to tap the ball onto the path of the 
advancing Kyogo Furuhashi who struck 
with a clean, low shot from close range.
Furuhashi’s personal joy at scoring lasted 
only 10 minutes as the forward first 
conceded a corner and then watched in 
horror as his attempted clearance from 
the resultant kick found his own net to 
give Guangzhou the equalizer. Cannavaro 
made three substitutions in a desperate 
bid for victory after having drawn their 
opening game against Suwon Samsung 
Bluewings. But although the two-time 
champions enjoyed a couple of brief 
purple patches during which they had 
the Kobe defence under pressure, the 
goal they were looking for never mate-
rialized. Vissel Kobe regained the lead 
in the 74th minute when Douglas, who 
had just come in five minutes prior, took 
advantage of a great back-heel from 
Daigo Nishi and blasted the ball home.

Staff Report

LAHORE
Pakistan’s cricket tour of New Zealand 
was in the balance Thursday after six 
squad members tested positive for 
COVID-19 and the team received a “final 
warning” for flouting quarantine rules.
New Zealand health authorities revoked 
the Pakistan players’ ability to train 
while in isolation at their Christchurch 
hotel, making clear they would not 
tolerate risky behavior in a country 
that has largely eradicated the virus.
“It is a privilege to come to New Zealand 
to play sport, but in return teams must 
stick to the rules that are designed 
to keep COVID-19 out of our com-
munities,” director-general of health, 
Ashley Bloomfield, said in a statement.
The health ministry said Pakistan’s 
53-member tour party, led by skipper 
Babar Azam, tested negative before leav-

ing Lahore and were swabbed again 
after arriving for a spell of managed iso-
lation on the South Island on Tuesday.
Six tests came back positive and those 
affected were moved into stricter 
quarantine, it said, with New Zealand 
Cricket adding that four cases were new 
and two were regarded as “historical.”
“While this is disappointing for the 
Pakistan squad, the testing outcomes 
and the actions taken show the gov-
ernment system is working,” NZC said.
Bloomfield said CCTV showed 
members of the tour party breach-
ing social distancing protocols.
“The team as a whole has been is-
sued with a final warning,” he said.
“It’s important to note that all incidents 
of breaches occurred within the facil-
ity and there is no risk to the public.”
The West Indies cricket team were also rep-
rimanded by New Zealand health authori-
ties for similar breaches earlier this month 

when they were in managed isolation.
New Zealand has largely eradicated 
community transmission of coronavi-
rus recording just 1,684 cases and 25 
deaths in a population of five million.
Aggressive testing, snap lockdowns and ef-
fective contact tracing mean domestic life 
has largely returned to normal. “Our focus 
is on keeping the rest of the squad and 
our staff safe,” he said. “For that reason, 
all other team members must remain in 
their rooms while investigations continue.”

Benchmark index gains 653.49 points 

to settle at 41,031.03
Bureau Report

KARACHI
The Pakistan Stock Exchange continued its 

upward march for the third successive session 
as the KSE-100 index gained over 650 points 
in a modest rally on Thursday.The three-day 
bull-run cumulatively added close to 1,400 
points to the benchmark index.Oil sector 
stocks remained under the limelight in early 
trading, however, investor excitement died 
down later after international crude oil prices 
fell. Still both oil-related sectors managed to 
close the session entirely in the positive zone.
Investors’ concern over rising Covid-19 cases 
seemed to have largely subsided after the gov-
ernment announced new measures to curb the 
second wave of Covid-19 in the country and 
market participants got much-needed clar-
ity with respect to the economy.The KSE-100 
index spiked over 400 points within the first 
few minutes after the start of trading and the 
uptrend continued for the rest of the session. 
Index-heavy sectors including automobile, ce-
ment, fertiliser and chemical attracted modest 
investment and helped the market rise past 
41,000 points.At close, the benchmark KSE-
100 index recorded an increase of 653.49 

points, or 1.62%, to settle at 41,031.03 points.
In its report, Arif Habib Limited stated that 
the market followed the momentum shown 
on Wednesday and added another 750 points 
during the session. It closed up by 653 points.
The index was again led by exploration and 
production stocks in the beginning but follow-
ing the dip in international crude oil prices, 
such stocks reversed trend.Cement sector 
stocks rebounded well with Pioneer Cement 
and Maple Leaf Cement hitting their upper cir-
cuits. After a lull, observed in the past week or 
so, the cement sector performed well with con-
siderably high volumes.Banking sector stocks 
remained range bound and did not show any 
excitement, be they prices or volumes.Overall 
volumes grew further to 388 million shares as 
compared to below 200 million in the past sev-
eral sessions, the report said.JS Global analyst 
Maaz Mulla said the stock exchange continued 
its recovery trend where the KSE-100 touched 
intra-day high of +750 points and closed at 
41,031 (up 1.6%).The main reason for the 
bull-run was the rise in international market, 
which bounced back on hopes of Covid-19 
vaccines. A total of 389 million shares were 
traded during the day.Top contributors to the 
total volume were Unity Foods (+7.1%), TRG 
Pakistan (+5.6%), Maple Leaf Cement (+7.4%), 
Fauji Fertiliser Bin Qasim (+11.4%), Hum 

Network (-0.2%) and Pakistan International 
Bulk Terminal (+4.2%) with a total 174 million 
shares changing hands.Cement stocks rallied 
among which Pioneer Cement (+7.5%), Maple 
Leaf Cement (+7.4%), Lucky Cement (+2%), 
DG Khan Cement (+4.6%) and Cherat Cement 
(+6.7%) were the major movers.In the steel 
sector, Amreli Steels (+3.6%), Aisha Steel Mills 
(+1.6%), International Steels (+2.4%) and 
Agha Steel (+2%) moved higher compared to 
their previous day’s close.The textile sector 
also enjoyed the upward trend where Nishat 
Mills (+2.4%), Interloop Limited (+2.3%), 
Gul Ahmed Textile Mills (+2%) and Nishat 
Chunian (+1.9%) remained in the green terri-
tory. “Moving forward, we expect the market 
to remain bearish due to political uncertainty 
and global rise in corona cases.

Bureau Report
Jeddah

The Capital Market Authority (CMA) identi-
fied some cases suspected of manipulations, 
fraud and scam of the capital market rules 
and its executive regulations, amid the price 
fluctuations of some stocks.The Saudi market 
regulator is finalizing the required paperwork 
to take the necessary regulatory measures with 

regard to those violators, including their refer-
ral to the Public Prosecution.The CMA pointed 
out that it is keen to enforce the stock market 
executive regulations and protect the market 
from illegal practices.Therefore, the market 
regulator urged all participants and investors 
not to be misguided by any unjustified stock 
gains, rumors, or unreliable information pub-
lished by unauthorized persons, who seek to 

mislead investors and use investors’ money to 
their advantage.The market regulator called 
on all investors to get information from their 
reliable resources, so that they can make the 
right decision, based on the accurate informa-
tion available on all listed companies, their fi-
nancial statements, the current and expected 
operational efficiency, and the accurate disclo-
sures from authorized channels.The CMA also 
highlighted the importance of disregarding 
rumors and keeping away from illegal deal-
ings, as such untrue statements and dealings 
could lead investors to incur losses or become 
legally accountable.Investors can obtain reli-
able information from the announcements 
and disclosures of listed companies, as well as 
the websites of the CMA and the Saudi Stock 
Exchange (Tadawul), the market regulator 
added.The CMA urged all investors to exercise 
caution and study risks if they plan to start in-
vestment in listed companies.It also called on 
market participants to report any violations 
of the capital market law and its executive 
regulations

Middle East airlines set to lose over $7b in 2020, says IATA

Dubai real estate 
fund ENBD REIT 

pays lower interim
Bureaau Report

Dubai
 The real estate fund ENBD REIT 

is shelling out lower interim divi-
dends for the April to September 
period, reserving cash for future 
property acquisitions. The latest 
dividend will be $4.85 million 
(or $0.0194 a share) and which 
is 4.9 per cent lower than what 
was paid in the six months up to 
March 31, 2020.It was also done to 
“accommodate a cash reserve for 
navigating adverse market condi-
tions”, the fund manager said in a 
statement. (The latest dividend 
represents 80 per cent of the net 
rental income generated by assets 
in its portfolio.)The proposed in-
terim dividend is subject to a 
share capital reduction approved 
by shareholders at the last AGM 
(annual general meeting) in July 
and is pending approval from DIFC 
Courts. Anthony Taylor, Head of 
Real Estate at Emirates NBD Asset 
Management, said in a statement, 
“As we face significant pressure 
on valuations and rental income – 
resulting directly from the impact 
of the pandemic on the local busi-
ness environment – we remain 
focused on managing down oper-
ating costs while at the same time 
upgrading our assets to enhance 
leasability.” Current occupancy re-
mains “stable” at 76 per cent as of 
September 30 as compared to 82 
per cent for March 31. “The lower 
blended occupancy rate reflects 
softer occupancy at the REIT’s 
residential assets – in particular 

Bureau Report
Abu Dhabi

The Red Sea Development Co. (TRSDC) 
signed more than 500 contracts for a 
total value of $2 blln so far, out of which 
70 percent were awarded to local compa-
nies, Ahmed Ghazi Darwish, Chief of Staff 
at TRSDC, told Argaam in an exclusive.
He further added that construction of the 
base camp at the Red Sea project started in 
February 2019, noting that the developer 
seeks to have Saudi companies as partners 
in the project success.The public-private 
partnership (PPP) initiative is in final 
stages, the official explained, adding that 
new partnerships, which will provide util-
ity services including water, electricity and 
waste treatment, will be unveiled by the end 
of the year.TRSDC signed an agreement with 
Saudi-based Nesma & Partners Contracting 
Co. Ltd. and Almabani General Contractors 
for the airside infrastructure works contract 
for the mega Red Sea tourism project’s in-
ternational airport, Darwish pointed out.
The company contracted Saudi Al-Majal 
Al-Arabi Holding Group to build accom-
modation for workers and Saudi Arabian 

Real Estate Infrastructure Co. (Binyah) to 
construct a 77-kilometer (km) road net-
work at the Kingdom’s upcoming tourist 
destination.Moreover, Dubai-based DuBox 
Precast Products Industrial, a subsidiary 
of Amana Contracting Group, was awarded 
by TRSDC a contract to build a factory in 
Rabigh to transport manufactured products 
to the project site. The factory provided 
many job opportunities for nationals in the 
province.Darwish said TRSDC is planning to 
raise SAR 15 billion finance from five Saudi 
banks, regarding which the details will be 
revealed soon. He also affirmed that tourism 
will be the second important sector after 
oil and will create jobs, as well as contrib-
ute to the Kingdom’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP).“Job opportunities account for 
10 percent of the global tourism industry, 
compared to 3.4 percent in the Kingdom, 
thanks to Umrah and Hajj seasons,” the 
official noted.Tourism will be a key con-
tributor to the economic growth of Saudi 
Arabia, Darwish added, noting that mega 
projects, including NEOM, Qiddiya and The 
Red Sea support Vision 2030, overseen by 
the Public Investment Fund (PIF).The Red 

Sea Project aims to make a great impression 
in the tourism sector, as the project looks 
to attract one million visitors by the end of 
2030.Darwish also confirmed that TRSDC 
is coordinating with environmental experts 
to determine the viability of construction 
and development of some islands to pre-
serve wildlife and the environment.There 
are more than 90 islands, out of which 22 
will be developed, while nine others will be 
nature reserves.Finally, Darwish said the 
COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the project 
implementation, highlighting that there has 
been a renewed focus on the work and sign-
ing of new contracts.

Red Sea Development Co. signs $2bn in new contracts, 70% to 

Bureau Report
London

Boxing great Mike Tyson says he has learned to protect 
that “kid always in me” as he prepares to return to the ring 
for an exhibition bout with Roy Jones Jr.  on Saturday.The 
54-year-old former world heavyweight champion is due 
to fight for the first time in 15 years when he meets the 
four-division world champion, 51, at the Staples Center 
in Los Angeles.“Iron Mike,” speaking to boxing promoter 
Eddie Hearn on his BBC podcast “No Passion, No Point,” 
said he did not want to think about where he would be 
without the sport.The American, jailed in 1992 for rape, 
also paid tribute to his late trainer Cus D’Amato for giving 
him moral guidance. “That kid is always in me,” he said. 
“Now I know how to treat him, how to protect him. I wasn’t 
protecting him when I was going to jail and all this crazy 
stuff.“The best thing that can happen to any young man or 
woman is to have a diligent role model that cares about 
them.“The feelings have to be mutual. Your objective has 
to be to make them happy — to be the man they need you 
to be.“Just think where I would be without boxing. I don’t 
even want to think about where I would be without this 
beautiful sport.”Tyson terrorized the heavyweight division 
from 1986 to 1990 but he says becoming the youngest-ever 
world champion aged 20 came too early for him. Apart from 
his prison term he battled drugs and lost the fortune he 
earned in the ring.“The best time of my life was probably 
right before I won the title,” said Tyson. “When I won the 
title it got tricky. It wasn’t the right time for me. “I had 
too many emotional vampires around me.”Both men have 
rejected criticism that Saturday’s pay-per-view bout, which 
will be staged over eight two-minute rounds, is a “circus 
act.” Tyson said he would bear no resemblance to the man 
who was beaten by Irish journeyman Kevin McBride in his 
last fight in Washington in 2005.

KSE-100 soars past 41,000 in modest rally

Iniesta fires Japan’s Vissel Kobe into last 16

Tyson says ‘kid’ under control 
as he prepares for Jones bout

Pakistan cricketers positive for COVID-19 in New Zealand
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LONDON 
Global stocks held near record highs on 
Thursday, while the rally in European 
stocks paused, as recent vaccine progress, 
Joe Biden’s U.S. presidential election win 
and hopes for further stimulus kept mar-
kets bullish. World equities are having their 
best month on record in November, boost-
ed by a slew of positive vaccine announce-
ments and hopes that Biden’s administra-
tion will deliver more economic stimulus 
and political stability. The MSCI world eq-
uity index, which tracks shares in 49 coun-
tries, rose to a record high on Wednes-
day and held close to it on Thursday, up 
0.1% on the day at 1142 GMT, as markets 
shrugged off the latest rise in U.S. jobless 
claims. Europe’s STOXX 600, which is also 
having its best month on record, up 14.4% 
in November, was down 0.1% on the day . 
“The market’s very much looking forward 
to 2021 and the time when vaccines will 
be rolled out and economic activity can get 
back to normal,” said Kiran Ganesh, a multi-
asset strategist at UBS. Ganesh said that the 
equities rally is “particularly driven by the 
rotation trade away from large caps and 
towards small caps, away from the U.S. and 
towards Europe, and away from technolo-
gy and towards some of the cyclicals.” Mar-
kets also took a boost from minutes from 
the U.S. Federal Reserve’s Nov. 4-5 meeting, 

which showed that officials discussed how 
the central bank’s asset purchases could 
be adjusted to provide additional support 
to the economy. The minutes said policy-
makers may give new guidance about its 
bond-buying “fairly soon”. “2021 is going to 
be a year of economic catch-up,” said Samy 
Chaar, chief economist at Lombard Odier. 
“When you keep the pandemic contained 
and under control, economic activity catch-
es up very quick.”. The U.S. dollar slipped 
overnight, then recovered during the Eu-
ropean session. Versus a basket of curren-
cies, it was flat on the day at 92.056 at 1153 
GMT, having touched its lowest in nearly 
three months in early London trading . It 
also lost out versus the safe-haven Japa-
nese yen, down 0.2% on the day at 104.24 
at 1154 GMT. U.S. markets were closed for 
Thanksgiving on Thursday. Biden urged 
Americans to avoid big family gatherings 
and to wear protective masks and maintain 
social distancing as COVID-19 cases soar. In 

France and Germany, consumer confidence 
plunged in November under new lockdown 
restrictions, challenging the idea of a quick 
return to normal in the euro zone’s two 
biggest economies. German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel told parliament that lockdown 
measures will be in place until at least the 
end of December and possibly longer. The 
euro was down 0.1% against the dollar, at 
$1.1902 at 1159 GMT. Euro-sterling was up 
0.2% at 89.12. UK investors were watching 
trade talks between Britain and the Euro-
pean Union, with little more than a month 
until the status-quo transition period ends 
on Dec. 31. Britain’s finance minister said 
on Thursday that “it’s clear what the shape 
of the deal looks like” but that the United 
Kingdom would not sign a deal at any cost. 
The UK announced this week new restric-
tions on activity that will apply after the 
month-long lockdown ends on Dec. 2. Lon-
don’s FTSE 100 was down 0.5%. Euro zone 
government bonds were little changed, 
with Germany’s benchmark Bund yield at 
-0.576%.  Oil prices slipped, stalling a rally 
which saw futures hit their highest in near-
ly eight months on Wednesday. Oil prices 
slipped, stalling a rally which saw futures 
hit their highest in nearly eight months on 
Wednesday. Gold prices picked up as inves-
tors bet that the grim U.S. economic data 
would lead to further stimulus. Reuters

UNITED NATIONS 
More than 3 million people across 
Syria require assistance through 
what is likely to be an “incredibly 
hard” winter, the acting deputy UN 
emergency relief coordinator told 
the Security Council on Wednesday. 
Against the backdrop that 6.7 mil-
lion people in Syria are internally dis-
placed, a third of whom lack proper 
shelter and live in damaged buildings, 
or public spaces like schools or tents, 
Ramesh Rajasingham, acting assis-
tant secretary-general for humani-
tarian affairs, told council members 
online that “winter weather is prov-
ing to be incredibly hard for those 
without adequate shelter” or “basics 
like fuel for heating, blankets, warm 
clothes and shoes.” Turning to the 
economic crisis, Rajasingham noted 
that between the devaluation of the 
Syrian currency and increasing food 
prices, people are “increasingly un-
able to feed their families.” “Today an 
estimated 9.3 million people in Syria 
are food insecure -- that’s 1.4 mil-
lion more people than a year ago and 
more than at any other time during 
the crisis,” he said. “About one million 
of them are severely food insecure -- 

twice as many as last year -- and we 
expect this number to increase.” On 
protecting civilians, the UN official 
noted that some areas of the coun-
try that had been temporarily spared 
fresh violence are now seeing its re-
turn, with significant consequences 
for their human rights and well-
being. At least eight civilians were 
reportedly killed and at least 15 oth-
ers were injured because of shelling 
and airstrikes in the northwest this 
month, including two aid workers 
on their way to a UNICEF (UN Chil-
dren’s Fund)-supported child-friend-
ly space, according to Rajasingham. 
Over the past two months, at least 
six humanitarian workers had been 
killed and others injured. “The risks 
our humanitarian colleagues are tak-

ing every day are simply unaccept-
able,” he said. “Humanitarian work-
ers must be able to deliver assistance 
without fear of attack.” Citing “in-
consistent” humanitarian access, the 
deputy relief chief maintained that 
already devastated health facilities 
are being further impacted by gaps in 
medical assistance in northeast Syria. 
“Let me be clear: Health services are 
extremely weak across the country 
and are being stretched to new ex-
tremes under the public health im-
pact of COVID-19,” he noted. “Gaps in 
assistance and shortages of medical 
supplies and personnel are prevalent 
everywhere.” Humanitarian agencies 
throughout the country have col-
lectively reached some 7.4 million 
people with assistance each month 
“to stave off an even worse situation,” 
he said. “This would be impossible 
without the extraordinary commit-
ment and endurance of our front-line 
colleagues, who are overwhelmingly 
Syrian and are themselves directly 
affected by the crisis,” said Rajasing-
ham. “They are delivering aid under 
the most difficult of circumstances, 
at great personal risk. They must be 
protected.” Reuters

A NKARA
A joint mechanism should be evolved 
to remove hurdles present in the way 
of bilateral trade between Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan as well as other re-
gional countries, said Sarhad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) 
President Sherbaz Bilour. During a 
meeting with Uzbekistan Railways, 
Coal and Mineral Deputy Chairman 
Khayitboy A Omonov on Wednesday, 
he highlighted that the two coun-
tries possessed ample potential to 
enhance mutual trade and economic 
relations. In this regard, he called for 
joint efforts to remove problems im-
peding bilateral trade between the 
two countries. The SCCI chief urged 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan to initiate 
joint ventures, bilateral agreements 
and programmes to fully exploit 
the potential and opportunities. He 
was of the view that taking advan-
tage from each other’s experiences 
would be beneficial for strengthen-
ing the economies and trade of both 
the countries. The participants of the 
meeting agreed to exchange trade 

delegations, organise exhibitions 
and business- to-business meetings 
and benefit from each other’s expe-
riences.  The Uzbek envoy said his 
country wanted to deepen bilateral 
trade and economic relations with 
Pakistan further. “However, both 
countries should undertake serious 
measures in this regard,” he stressed. 
SCCI Senior Vice President Manzoor 
Elahi, Vice President Junaid Altaf and 
former president Faiz Muhammad 
Faizi identified the bottlenecks that 
were impeding trade relations be-
tween Pakistan, Uzbekistan and cen-
tral Asian countries. They underlined 
the importance of joint efforts and 
strategy to address all the hurdles. 
“Growth of bilateral trade volume 
between Pakistan and other regional 
countries is the need of the hour and 
it can also help improve the economy, 
reduce trade deficit and enhance ex-
ports,” they said. Earlier, SCCI office 
bearers pointed out impediments 
and problems in the way of bilateral 
trade and gave a number of propos-
als to address them amicably.VoM

Pakistan pledges extended bilateral 
cooperation with Niger: FM

BEIJING
Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser 
has said Pakistan greatly values its rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia. He was talking to 
Saudi Ambassador to Pakistan Nawaf Bin 
Saad Al-Maliki who called on him in Islam-
abad today (Thursday). The Speaker said 
Pakistan is proud of its long-lasting rela-
tionship with the Kingdom. He said Saudi 
Arabia has always open heartedly extended 
support for the development of Pakistan. 
He said there are vast opportunities of co-
operation between the two countries in dif-
ferent sectors. Asad Qaiser also stressed for 
greater parliamentary exchanges between 
the two countries. In his remarks, the Saudi 
Ambassador said the bond of friendship is 
strengthening between Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia with each passing day. He said expa-
triate Pakistanis in Saudi Arabia are play-
ing an important role in the development 
of the Kingdom. He assured Saudi Arabia’s 
continued cooperation for social sector of 
Pakistan.  Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 

Qureshi has said Pakistan is determined for 
bilateral cooperation with Niger in various 
fields including education, trade, and invest-
ment sectors. He was talking to a delegation 
of heads of Niger’s universities, which called 
on him in Niger today. The Foreign Minister 
said that measures will be taken to provide 
education opportunities to the students of 
Niger in Pakistan.   The delegation thanked 
the Foreign Minister for his offer of facili-
tating Niger’s students in Pakistan. VoM

PSCC gives priority 
introducing Pakistani 

industries and Brands in 
China: Li Hongwu 

BEIJING
China and Russia on Tuesday agreed to advance 
energy cooperation, eying for more pragmatic out-
comes and a higher level of bilateral relations. That 
came at the 17th meeting of the China-Russia En-
ergy Cooperation Committee co-chaired by Chinese 
Vice Premier Han Zheng and Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexander Novak via video link. Hailing the 
sound momentum of energy cooperation thanks 
to the interest and promotion of the two countries’ 
leaders, Han, also a member of the Standing Com-
mittee of the Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of China Central Committee, said energy co-
operation between the two sides have shown strong 
resilience and vitality in spite of the ravaging CO-
VID-19, as indicated by a radical increase of energy 
trade and the steady progress in major projects. 
Han urged the two countries to actively promote 
cooperation in major projects of strategic impor-
tance, to translate the high-level strategic relation-
ship into more mutually beneficial cooperation 
outcomes in the energy sector. Han also called for 
cooperation in new areas including energy equip-
ment, renewable energy, hydrogen energy, as well 
as increasing the use of currencies of the two coun-
tries in energy trade and project financing. Xinhua

ISLAMABAD 
In a media briefing on features and achievements of the 
CAEXPO, Wang Lei, Secretary General of the Expo Secretariat 
said that they would unite all parties to help build a road to 
cooperation and they invited Pakistan as a special partner 
to expand Belt and Road community. Setting up Pakistani 
Brands and introducing Pakistani industries to China is their 
priority, said Li Hongwu President Pakistan Sichuan Chamber 
of Commerce (PSCC), according to a report published by 
Gwadar Pro. hengdu and Lahore are sister cities. We have 
applied for the opening of direct flights between Chengdu and 
Lahore. We are also preparing to set up a Pakistan Pavilion 
in Chengdu.” Regarding the post-epidemic cooperation 
opportunities between Pakistan and Sichuan, Li Hongwu 
said. The industrialization and the development of smart 
cities in Pakistan can also bring a lot of potentials. Pakistan 
Sichuan Chamber of Commerce (PSCC) was established in 
September this year. According to Li Hongwu, the Chamber 
of Commerce provides services for enterprises like a 
babysitter. “We negotiate with Pakistan local government 
and landowners. We choose the site to build the industrial 
park. Because we purchase in bulk and construct the factories 
in bulk, the price is more affordable. We also cooperate with 
Chinese state-owned enterprises in Pakistan. All these efforts 
help avoid legal risks. We also integrated a lot of professional 
companies, including logistics companies, security companies, 
and law firms who are familiar with Pakistan finance and 
taxation.” “Every Chinese enterprise will encounter a lot of 
trouble while starting their business in Pakistan, like taxation 
and customs clearance. If we are not familiar with Pakistan’s 
local laws and regulations, we will take a lot of detours and 
pay a lot of unnecessary costs,” said Ye Ming, the executive 
president of Pakistan Sichuan Chamber of Commerce as 
well as the general manager of a member company. “For 
example, our tax cost was relatively high in the past. But 
with the information provided by the Chamber of Commerce 
and communication between the member companies, we 
can reduce our tax burden reasonably.” “The strength of 
one company is too weak. Through gathering the demands 
of entrepreneurs and integrating resources, the chamber 
of commerce can negotiate with the government or the 
chamber of commerce in Pakistan, which can deepen the 
cooperation among the companies of the two countries, ” 
he said. “Pakistani people are very smart and industrious. 
After training, their skills are improved rapidly.” Ye Ming plans 
to hire local people to be the company’s full-time technical 
maintenance personnel, which can both solve the problem 
of employment in Pakistan and save the company’s costs.” 
Making better use of Pakistan labor is not only an aim of one 
Chinese company within the chamber of commerce. “Pakistan 
has a large population.With professional training, we want to 
bring a lot of advanced industries in Pakistan and do entrepot 
trade,” said Li Chengwu. VoM

ISLAMABAD  
Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri has said that recognition of Israel is not 
under consideration.    Addressing weekly news 
briefing in Islamabad today, he reiterated that 
there is no change in Pakistan`s principled posi-
tion on the issue. He said the Prime Minister has 
made it clear that unless a just settlement of the 
Palestine issue, satisfactory to the Palestinian 
people, is found, Pakistan cannot recognize Israel. 
Referring to the dossier Pakistan has recently pre-
sented on India’s sponsorship of terrorism, the 
spokesperson called upon the UN counter-ter-
rorism bodies to proceed on the basis of evidence 
provided by Pakistan and urge India to renounce 
use of terrorism as an instrument of state policy. 
He said the world bodies should also urge India 
to dismantle the infrastructure of terrorism it has 
established to inflict terrorism on Pakistan, and 
stop the use of other countries’ soil for its terror-
ist activities directed against Pakistan. Respond-
ing to a question, the Foreign Office Spokesperson 
said Pakistan looks forward to working with the 
US new administration to further strengthen bi-
lateral ties and to continue partnership to achieve 
peace, stability, and prosperity in the region. He 

said Pakistan would also welcome resumption 
of structural dialogue with the United States. An-
swering another question, Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri 
expressed the hope that the US administration 
will take notice of the grave human rights viola-
tions in Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
and the international community will force In-
dia to ensure implementation of UN Resolutions 
to resolve the longstanding issue. Replying to a 
question regarding China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, the spokesperson said CPEC is a trans-
formational project and is positively contributing 
to Pakistan’s economy, national development, and 
regional growth. He said Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and Chinese President Xi Jinping, in their 
meetings, reached consensus on further promot-
ing and expanding CPEC as a High-Quality Dem-
onstration Project of Belt and Road Initiative. He 
said we are in consultations with China on further 
expanding CPEC and making it a centrepiece for 
regional connectivity and prosperity. He said 
post-COVID 19 world, CPEC and BRI would be-
come hub for regional growth and trade. He said 
we welcome third countries to invest in CPEC’s 
Special Economic Zones. Pakistan has lodged a 
strong protest with India over its recent ceasefire 

violations on the line of control which resulted in 
the martyrdom of an innocent civilian. The Indian 
Chargé d´Affaires was summoned to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs today to register the protest. 
Condemning the deplorable targeting of innocent 
civilians by the Indian occupation forces, it was 
underscored that such senseless acts are in clear 
violation of the 2003 Ceasefire Understanding, 
and are also against all established humanitarian 
norms and professional military conduct. These 
egregious violations of international law reflect 
consistent Indian attempts to escalate the situ-
ation along the LoC and are a threat to regional 
peace and security. It was added that by raising 
tensions along the LoC and the WB, India can-
not divert attention from the grave human rights 
situation in the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir (IIOJ&K).  The Indian side was called 
upon to respect the 2003 Ceasefire Understand-
ing, investigate this and other such incidents of 
deliberate ceasefire violations and maintain peace 
along the LoC and the WB. The Indian side was 
also urged to allow the United Nations Military 
Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) 
to play its mandated role as per the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC) Resolutions.  VoM
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 Naya Pakistan-Easy 
Destinations, Rural Access 

Program’2nd phase 
launched in Lahore

Islamabad
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan inaugurated the 
second phase of “Naya 
Pakistan-Easy Destina-
tions, Rural Access Pro-
gram” during his visit to 
Lahore. Under this proj-
ect, 154 roads having 
1076 kilometers length 
will be constructed 
across province with a 
cost of 14 billion rupees.  
The Provincial Steering 
Committee will strictly 
observe and monitor the 
project while funds will 
be allocated based on 
the Human Development 
Index and the length of 
roads. The project will 
be completed with ra-
tio of 70 percent repair 
work and 30 percent 
new roads. Speaking on 
the occasion, the Prime 
Minister emphasized 
the importance of infra-
structure for the devel-
opment of rural areas 
and access of agricultur-
al commodities to mar-
kets terming the project 
as an important mile-
stone. Imran Khan also 
attended a ceremony of 
signing an agreement 
between Punjab Govern-
ment and Asian Develop-
ment Bank regarding fi-
nancial assistance worth 
40 billion rupees. This 
amount will be spent for 
development projects 
related to drainage, san-
itation and solid waste 
management in two ma-
jor districts of Punjab, 
Sahiwal and Sialkot. VoM

Global Market
World shares hold close to record highs; U.S. markets close for Thanksgiving




