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Pakistan condemns terrorism in 
all its forms and manifestations. 

We stand in solidarity with 
Afghan nation in this hour 
of grief and reiterate our 

commitment to a peaceful, 
stable and prosperous 

Afghanistan

Foreign Minister

Shah Mehmood Qureshi

‘Pakistan hands dossier on Indian 
terrorism to UN chief’

Turkey, Russia discuss engaging other parties in 
Nagorno-Karabakh cease-fire efforts

The Asian Telegraph

President emphasizes 
need for digitalization 

of Parliament 
Digitalization of Parliament to 
ensure efficient secretariat and 

Committee management
ISLAMABAD

President Dr Arif Alvi has underscored the 
need for digitalization of Parliament to ensure 
efficient secretariat and Committee manage-
ment as well as decision making. He said that 
it was essential to incorporate Information 
Technology (IT) into both Houses of Parlia-
ment that would enhance its efficiency and 
would help establish effective monitoring and 
control system over legislative business. He 
stated this while chairing a meeting on Presi-
dent’s Initiative for Cyber-Efficient Parlia-
ment, at Parliament House, today. The meet-
ing was attended by Chairman Senate, Senator 
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani, Speaker National 
Assembly, Mr. Asad Qaisar, Minister for IT and 
Telecommunication (IT&T), Syed Amin-ul-
Haq, Secretary IT&T, Mr. Shoaib Ahmad Sid-
diqui, Secretary Senate, Syed Pervez Abbas, 
Secretary National Assembly, Tahir Hussain 
and Executive Director, National Information 
Technology Board (NITB), Mr. Shabahat Ali 
Shah. The President was briefed about the 
initiatives taken by the relevant organiza-
tions for automation of Parliament. He asked 
the concerned stakeholders to take steps for 
digitalization of Parliament by June 2021. 

China’s poverty reduction admirable model for world: 
Pakistani expert

China has removed all 
its 832 impoverished 
counties nationwide 
from the poverty list

Bureau Reporter
BEIJING

China’s poverty alleviation 
achievements “gave a hope to the 
developing countries in rest of 
the world including Pakistan to 
look up to a model to follow,” a 
Pakistani expert has said. “China 
had set the target of poverty alle-
viation in 2020, and the admirable 
thing is that it achieved it despite 
pandemic,” said Ghulam Samad, 
senior research specialist at the 
Central Asia Regional Economic 
Cooperation Institute. According 
to a report from the International 
Monetary Fund, the global econ-
omy is projected to contract by 
4.4 percent in 2020, while China’s 
economy is expected to grow by 
1.9 percent, the only major econ-

omy to register positive growth in 
the pandemic-hit year. “There is 
a lot for the world to learn from 
the Chinese experience of poverty 
alleviation,” said Samad, stressing 
particularly “the sincerity of the 
leadership to the cause of serv-
ing people and making their life 
better, and formation of a com-
prehensive strategy and policy to 
achieve it.” China’s great success in 
poverty alleviation and its expand-
ing economy, the Pakistani expert 
summarized, lies in bridging “the 

gap between the rich and poor” 
and “providing basic necessities to 
all people of the country.” Days ago, 
with the final nine counties shak-
ing off poverty, China has removed 
all its 832 impoverished counties 
nationwide from the poverty list, 
a globally significant milestone of 
poverty reduction for the world’s 
most populous country. “The lives 
of people get a lot better when the 
leadership work for them and ful-
fill the promises made to the pub-
lic,” Samad said. Xinhua

Antonio Guteress assures 
envoy Munir Akram that 

he would review evidences 
against India

BEIJING/MANILA 
P a k i s t a n ’ s  A m b a s s a d o r 

M u n i r  A k r a m  h a s  h a n d e d 
o v e r  t h e  d o s s i e r  o n  I n d i a n 
s t a t e - s p o n s o r e d  t e r r o r i s m 
t o  U N  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l 
A n t o n i o  G u t e r r e s ,  T h e 
E x p r e s s  Tr i b u n e  h a s  l e a r n t . 
S o u r c e s  p r i v y  t o  t h e  d e v e l -
o p m e n t  t o l d  T h e  E x p r e s s 
T r i b u n e  t h a t  e n v o y  A k r a m 

m e t  G u t e r e s s  a t  U N  h e a d -
q u a r t e r s  i n  N e w  Yo r k  o n 
T u e s d a y  a n d  b r i e f e d  h i m 
a b o u t  t h e  I n d i a n  i n v o l v e -
m e n t  i n  t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t i e s 
i n  P a k i s t a n .  T h e  c o u n -
t r y ’ s  t o p  d i p l o m a t ,  S h a h 
M a h m o o d  Q u r e s h i ,  a n d 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  s p o k e s p e r -
s o n ,  M a j o r  G e n e r a l  B a b a r 
I f t i k h a r,  h a d  p r e s e n t e d  t h e 
d o s s i e r  e a r l i e r  t h i s  m o n t h 
d e t a i l i n g  I n d i a ’ s  i n v o l v e -
m e n t  i n  t e r r o r  a t t a c k s  i n 
P a k i s t a n  d u r i n g  t h e  m e d i a 
c o n f e r e n c e .  M u l t i p l e  v i d e o 
c l i p s  a n d  a u d i o  c l i p s ,  a l o n g 
w i t h  d o c u m e n t s ,  w e r e  p r e -
s e n t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  m e d i a 
c o n f e r e n c e  o f  I n d i a n  h a n -
d l e r s  a n d  t e r r o r i s t s  c o m m u -
n i c a t i n g  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d 
I n d i a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  h a n d l e r s 
p a s s i n g  o n  i n s t r u c t i o n s 
t o  t e r r o r i s t s  i n  P a k i s t a n . 
A m b a s s a d o r  A k r a m  t o l d  t h e 
U N  c h i e f  t h a t  I n d i a n  i s  i n -
v o l v e d  i n  o r c h e s t r a t i n g  t e r -
r o r i s t  a t t a c k s  i n  P a k i s t a n 
a n d  d e m a n d e d  h i m  t o  t a k e 
n o t e  o f  t h i s .

CPEC is a manifestation of 
China’s special relationship 

with Pakistan
Gwadar is going to become a hub 
of economic activities with Middle 

East and North Africa
Islamabad

Minister for Information and Broadcasting Shibli 
Faraz says China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
project is a win-win project of China-Pakistan 
economic cooperation. Addressing a seminar on 
CPEC in Islamabad on Wednesday, he said besides 
diversifying Chinese supply lines CPEC will prove 
to be catalyst for socio-economic development of 
Pakistan. The Minister said CPEC is a game chang-
er project not only for Pakistan, but also for the 
entire region, based on the idea of shared devel-
opment. He said CPEC is a manifestation of China’s 
special relationship with Pakistan. He said under 
this project, Gwadar is going to become a hub of 
economic activities with Middle East and North 
Africa. He said major initiatives of CPEC include 
construction of road networks, extending from 
Gwadar Port to Khunjerab Pass, up-gradation of 
ML-1, power projects of 10,000 megawatts and 
Gwadar-Nawabshah pipeline to transport gas 
from Iran. Shibli Faraz said CPEC is estimated to 
generate six to eight billion rupees per annum 
just in taxes as roads and bridges toll. He said 
overall, 2.3 million jobs are expected to be created 
between 2015-2030 results in more than 2.5 per-
cent annual rise in GDP. The Minister said CPEC 
has made a remarkable progress in the first phase. 
He said majority of the projects planned in the 
construction, infrastructure and energy sectors 
have been carried out successfully and many are 
in the execution stage. He said the second stage 
will further focus on industrialization, agriculture, 
modernization and socio-economic development. 
Shibli Faraz said the projects in the existing and 
newly established areas will enhance the capac-
ity of Pakistan ultimately improving the economic 
competitiveness of Pakistan. He said it is dispens-
able to counter the negative propaganda aimed at 
the success of the projects and bilateral ties. VoM

Increasing attacks in Afghanistan 
target to hamper peace process

KARACHI
P a k i s t a n  o n  We d n e s d a y  c o n -

d e m n e d  b l a s t s  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n’ s 
c e n t r a l  B a m iya n  c i t y  a n d  s a i d 
that  the spike in  attacks  in  publ ic 
places in  Afghanistan is  an attempt 
o f  t h o s e  wh o  wa n t  to  h a r m  t h e 
c o u n t r y ’ s  p e a c e  p ro c e s s .  A fgh a n 
off ic ia ls  said  that  17 people  were 
ki l led and nearly  50 were injured 
in  the twin blasts  on Tuesday at  a 
market  p lace  in  Bamiyan,  a  re la-
t ive ly  p e a c e f u l  a re a  i n  t h e  wa r -
shattered country.  The  Pakistani 
foreign ministry said that  Pakistan 
h a s  n o te d  w i t h  c o n c e r n  t h a t  a s 
t h e re  i s  p ro g re s s  i n  t h e  A fgh a n 
peace process ,  the  increased ter-
rorist  attacks  on c ivi l ian targets , 
i n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u -
t ions and publ ic  spaces  are  aimed 
at  undermining the peace ef forts . 
“We,  therefore ,  continue to  under -
l ine  the need to  be vigi lant  about 
t h e  d e s i g n s  o f  t h e  s p o i l e r s ,”  t h e 
fore ign  minist ry  s a i d  i n  a  s t a te -
ment .  “Pakistan strongly condemns 
blasts  in  Bamiyan c i ty,  which re-

sulted in  loss  of  precious  human 
l ives  and injuries  to  several  oth-
ers .  We convey our  deepest  con -
dolences  to  the bereaved famil ies 
a n d  p ray  fo r  s p e e dy  re c ove r y  o f 
those  in jured in  these  gruesome 
a t t a c k s ,”  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  s a i d .  I t 
added that  Pakistan condemns ter-
rorism in  a l l  i ts  forms and mani-
festat ions and that  Pakistan stands 
in  sol idarity  with Afghan nation in 
this  hour of  grief  and reiterates  i ts 
commitment  to  a  peaceful ,  s table 
and prosperous Afghanistan.

Pakistan strongly condemns terrorism in all its forms and 
manifestations: FO

ANKARA
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan 

said on Wednesday he and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin had dis-
cussed the possibility of involv-
ing other countries in efforts to 
maintain a cease-fire in Nagorno-
Karabakh. Azerbaijan and Armenia 
signed a Russia-brokered cease-
fire on Nov. 10 that halted six 
weeks of clashes in the mountain 
enclave, which is internationally 
recognized as part of Azerbaijan 
but is mainly populated by ethnic 
Armenians. Russian peacekeepers 
have been deployed in the enclave 
under the cease-fire deal, which 
locked in Azeri advances. Turkey 
has no peacekeepers there but has 
signed an agreement with Russia 
to set up a joint center to monitor 
the cease-fire. “We have the op-
portunity to develop and expand 
this more. We discussed these de-
velopment and expansion efforts 
with Mr.Putin too,” Erdogan said. 
He said the process of maintain-
ing the cease-fire could be taken 
“to a different level” if other coun-

tries in the region were involved 
but did not name any in his public 
comments. Turkey and Russia have 
been holding talks on the param-
eters of the monitoring center, but 
a Turkish source told Reuters the 
two were at odds over Ankara’s 
wish to set up an independent 
military observation post on Azeri 
territory. Turkey has long backed 
its ethnic Turkic kin in Azerbaijan 
over Nagorno-Karabakh, and criti-
cized the co-chairs of the so-called 
Minsk Group of the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation se-

curity and rights watchdog for not 
resolving the conflict in decades 
of mediation. The Minsk Group 
includes France, Russia and the 
United States. France, whose popu-
lation includes between 400,000 to 
600,000 people of Armenian origin, 
wants international supervision 
of the cease-fire because of con-
cerns that Russia and Turkey may 
cut Western powers out of future 
peace talks. Erdogan said “discom-
fort” voiced over the agreement by 
some co-chairs of the Minsk Group 
“has no worth whatsoever.”

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Wednesday 
said there was no pressure from any quarter 
to recognise the state of Israel as founder 
of the nation Muhammad Ali Jinnah said in 
1948 that no headway could be made in this 
regard unless Palestinians were given their 
due rights. The statement comes weeks af-
ter he had revealed in an interview that he 
has been “under pressure” to recognise Isra-
el. However, he clarified that Islamabad will 
never establish relations with the “Zionist” 
state until a just settlement of the decades-
long Palestinian issue. In an interview with 
a private TV channel earlier this month, PM 
Imran had refused to name the countries 
that have been pressuring him to recognise 
Israel. Earlier in the day, the foreign office 
had also dismissed the “baseless specula-
tions” that the country is contemplating to 
normalise its ties with Israel. Both state-
ments came amid speculative media reports 
triggered by a reported ‘secret meeting’ be-
tween Saudi Crown Prince Muhammad bin 
Salman and Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu in the kingdom, which was 
later rejected by Riyadh. The premier, while 
speaking to the media in Lahore today, said 
that his government’s biggest achievement 

to date was a “successful foreign policy”. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has said the 
government is committed to remove all im-
pediments in the way foreign investments in 
Pakistan to industrialize the country. Speak-
ing at Country Strategy Dialogue on Paki-
stan organised by World Economic Forum 
through video link, he said we are dealing 
with all the problems like bureaucratic red-
tapism to encourage foreign investors to in-
vest in Pakistan. The Prime Minister said to-
day’s Pakistan is all about wealth creation, 
where everyone will be welcomed to come 
and invest to industrialize our country. He 
said it will definitly help lift poor people 
out of poverty. Imran Khan said his govern-
ent believes in facilitating and encouraging 
public-private partnership to improve gov-
ernance and strengthen economy. He said 
Pakistan is a huge market of 220 million 
people with majority young population.  In 
another commitment, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has appealed the nation to strictly ad-
here to Standard Operating Procedures and 
precautionary measures to prevent spread 
of Covid-19 pandemic. Talking to media 
in Lahore on Wednesday evening, he said 
pressure on hospitals as well as on Paki-
stan’s economy will mount if SOPs are not 

followed in letter and spirit. He said with 
the blessing of Almighty Allah, the nation 
not only successfully overcame economic 
problems, but also contained spread of the 
Coronavirus during the first wave of the 
pandemic. He said all this happened due to 
the complete support from the people, espe-
cially, Ulema. He said Pakistan was the only 
Muslim country in the world, which did not 
close its mosques as Ulema played a pivotal 
role in observing SOPs in mosques. He urged 
people to make it mandatory for themselves 
to wear face mask, which is the easiest way 
to prevent spread of Coronavirus. The Prime 
Minister said the government has decided 
not to close factories and other sources of 
earning in order to save people’s lives from 
COVID-19 and the hunger. He said today 
Faisalabad’s textile industry is running with 
full capacity and contributing in enhancing 
Pakistan’s exports.   Answering a question, 
Imran Khan said we have postponed our 
public rallies to avoid spread of the conta-
gion. He said the government will not allow 
anyone, including the opposition, to endan-
ger people’s lives by holding public rallies. 
He said they will not get any NRO by orga-
nizing mass gatherings and they should re-
frain from jeopardizing people’s lives. VoM

No pressure from any quarter to recognise the state of Israel: PM Imran
PM said govt to ensure smooth foreign investments to industrialize the country

Indian state terrorism 
escalates in IIOJ&K 
Fascist Modi regime 

promoting anti- Muslim 
agenda through malpractices 

of draconian laws 
ISLAMABAD

In Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJ&K), Indian state terrorism 
continues to take heavy toll on Kashmiris 
for the past over seven decades. An ana-
lytical report released by Kashmir Media 
Service, today, said India has intensified its 
oppression since 5 August 2019 in IIOJ&K. 
t said that 256 Kashmiris killed since 5 Aug, 
last year to 31 October 2020 in the occu-
pied territory. The report said that 95,709 
Kashmiris murdered by Indian troops from 
January 1989 when the present phase of 
freedom struggle started in the territory to 
31 October 2020. The Modi-led fascist In-
dian govt has taken number of brutal steps 
including abrogation of Article 370 and in-
troduction of land and domiciles laws dur-
ing the past one year to carry forward its 
Hindutva agenda in IIOJ&K. In another step 
towards advancement of BJP’s anti-Muslim 
agenda in Indian illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir, the Indian government has 
announced to post officers from eighteen 
All India Services in the territory. Accord-
ing to Kashmir Media service, RSS and BJP 
goons are also being sent to the territory 
in the garb of experts to look after the pro-
cess of demography change. Meanwhile, in 
their statements today, the Kashmiri Hur-
riyat leaders urged the international com-
munity to put pressure on India to honor 
international commitments and resolve the 
Kashmir dispute as per UN resolutions and 
aspirations of the Kashmiri people. VoM
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Pakistan Strategy Day
World Economic Forum (WEF) acknowledging the success of strategy employed 

by the Pakistani government to combat the spread of pandemic has announced to 
mark the Nov 25, as Pakistan Strategy Day. PM Imran Khan will chair the Country 
Strategy Dialogue and interact with President WEF BørgeBrende and leadership 
of the global business community. This is the second time in 2020 that WEF is 
considering Pakistan’s participation for the country-specific dialogue and it shows 
the country’s positive economic trajectory and its commendable resilience to 
the myriad of challenges including the Covid pandemic, stated by the Foreign 
Office. This will highlight the coordinated efforts of the incumbent government 
to curb the spread of novel coronavirus and ultimately adds the country in the 
list of role models for its policies to contain the pandemic. Previously, the WHO 
Director-General DrTedrosAdhanomGhebreyesus listed Pakistan among seven 
countries having effective pandemic handling policies because Pakistani authorities 
used their health infrastructure, especially the polio campaigning teams, to track, 
monitor, and tackle the COVID-19. Moreover, numerous ministers will be speak-
ing at the WEF session to enlighten about the successful prevalence of economic 
activities abiding SOP’s in the country amidst the pandemic. Events like these act 
as the chance to propagate the positive image of the country in the international 
arena and attract investments in these hard times. PM Khan has been vocal about 
the deteriorating economic conditions of the country in the past 30 years and 
pledged to elevate it with good governance and avoiding conflicts. This invitation 
by the supranational economic regime is an epitome of his administration’s good 
governance, and a recognition by the international community towards his vision 
of forging a welfare state. Now it is the responsibility of the citizens to abide by 
the directives of the government to upkeep this leading image of the country in 
the international grounds.

Violence against 
Women

Johan Galtung succinctly puts is “when one husband beats his wife, there is a clear 
case of personal violence, but when one million husbands keep one million wives 
in ignorance, there is structural violence.” November 25 is the day designated by 
the UN General Assembly resolution passing in 2000, as an International Day for 
the elimination of violence against women. Despite the myriad efforts of UN and 
national governments, the risks of violence against women are high and prevalent 
in all societies. According to WHO, intimate partner violence and sexual violence is 
a major public health problem and a violation of women’s human rights and about 
1 in 3 (35%) of women worldwide have experienced it. The case of Pakistan, an 
Islamic and a developing nation, is miserable and according to the Global Gender 
Gap Index, the country ranks 151 out of 153 countries in the list. According to 
White Ribbon Pakistan, 4,734 women faced sexual violence between 2004 and 
2016. Over 15,000 cases of honour crimes were registered. There were more than 
1,800 cases of domestic violence and over 5,500 kidnappings of women during 
this period. More than 51,241 cases of violence against women were reported 
between January 2011 and June 2017. Conviction rates, meanwhile, remain low, 
with the accused in just 2.5% of all reported cases ending up being convicted by the 
courts. On top of it, all these stats are just the tip of the iceberg because the cases 
hardly get registered due to structural and cultural barriers. There is a complicated 
investigation procedure, lack of appropriate punishments for the perpetrator 
and action taken on the reported cases is much lower, which ultimately create a 
discouraging environment for the women and girls to report the abuses they have 
suffered. As per UN Women, only 40 per cent of women seek the help of any sort 
after experiencing violence. To empower the other gender, governments should 
make violence reporting easier and keep a track on the progress of registered 
cases; involve NGOs; legislate to provide equity rather than equality, and most 
importantly make public places safer for women.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Israel Normalization drive

The “hullabaloo” of Israel recognition has 
caught the attention of the global world and 
it is also giving shockwaves to the Muslim 
community that has been a staunch propo-
nent of the Palestine cause ever since the be-
ginning of the conflict between two states. 

Amid the embroiling turmoil and escalated hostility in 
Palestine, the reported news about the KSA-Israel head 
of states have been disseminating in the print, electronic, 
and social media all across the globe. Israeli media claims 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu along with his intel-
ligence agency Mossad chief secretly visited Saudi Arabia 
on Sunday to meet Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman (MBS) and the US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
albeit, the KSA has refuted the reports, after this news, 
on the very next Israel exempted KSA from Covid quar-
antine countries list. Notwithstanding the authenticity of 
this significant development, it is evident that the Middle 
Eastern geopolitical architecture already transforming 
with the realignment of ties between the regional states 
at the inter-state level. Israel makes inroads to the entire 
Middle East through the normalization of ties with the 
numerous regional states. Evidently, in the recent past, 
it has fostered ties with the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Sudan, and Bahrain respectively. Although Riyadh has set 
a “Palestinian desirable statehood objectives” precondi-

tion for the normalization of ties Israel and the US seems 
much proactive to coax the Gulf real powerhouse in their 
favor and bringing a paradigm shift in the regional geopo-
litical sphere and further consolidating their regional pos-
ture. Given the presumptions, the KSA-Israel diplomatic 
rapprochement stems from the KSA regional insecurities 
vis-a-vis its dynamics of relations with Iran. Furthermore, 
the strategy of arms exports from western regimes and 
proxy warfare tactics have not produced desirable gains. 
This political development may pose heinous challenges 
to Tehran that already grabbling with the protracted mul-
tifaceted embargos imposed by the US. The balance of 
power between KSA and Iran may witness an irrecon-
cilable shift towards Riyadh. It is pertinent to highlight 
that the Muslim community around the world holds ir-
replaceable ideological affinity with Riyadh and KSA-Israel 
smooth bilateral relations would bring grave apprehen-
sions and impassive setbacks. The other states having cor-
dial ties with the KSA might be caught between two stools 
as it holds immense influence on the majority of Muslim 
states due to its edge of economic prowess but it may lose 
its considerable posture amongst the ant- Israel Muslim 
bloc whilst allowing Tehran a slightopportunity to set the 
environment for plausible reengagement. With growing 
insecurities, Tehran might pursue more coercive and tacti-
cal options to contain the trio. The regional geopolitical 
architecture would further fragment on the sectarian ide-
ological affinities driven by Tehran and Riyadh. Herein, the 
pro-Palestine narrative would further be entangled into 
ambiguous configurations and Israel might able to pursue 
its covert agendas. The admonishments will allow the US 
to further expand its regional sphere of influence. Iran has 
been standstill to date but newly emerging alignment will 
offer the US opportunities to outweigh Tehran concern-
ing its regional ambitions. In the context of Pakistan, The 

thaw has also placed Islamabad in an irresolute position. 
It holds harmonious ties with the KSA and such develop-
ments would also impact its stance over the dynamics of 
relations with the respective states. In the aftermaths of 
fresh reports, Pakistan has categorically cleared its nar-
rative. The Foreign Office assured that Pakistan was not 
reconsidering its Israel policy and further elaborated that 
said that Prime Minister Imran Khan’s statements in this 
context have been clear and unequivocal. Not recognize 
Israel until a “just settlement of the Palestinian issue” is 
found. For just and durable peace, it is mandatory to have 
a two-state solution is aligned with principles of United 
Nations and Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
resolutions, with the pre-1967 borders and Al-Quds Al-
Sharif as the capital of a viable, independent, and con-
tiguous Palestinian State,” Following the reports, some 
prominent media personalities conjectured if Pakistan 
too would reconsideration its policy concerning Israel. In 
this milieu, there have been reports of urgency from sister 
states but Pakistan prioritized ideological assimilation 
with Palestine cause. Such persuasion would also impact 
the “Kashmir conflict, therefore the decisions of defining 
the future course of action must not prelude with our for-
eign policy compulsions but our categorical narratives 
over the two major conflicts and also the state interests. 

Kylie to join global superstar Dua at huge Studio 2054 virtual concert event
BEVERLY HILLS

Dua Lipa has announced that fellow pop su-
perstar Kylie Minogue will join her for a spe-
cial online live-streamed concert event.Called 
Studio 2054, the virtual gig will be broadcast live 
around the world from a massive warehouse this 
Saturday (Nov 28), Australian time.The British 
hitmaker told Sunrise it was “amazing” that she 
would be performing with an artist who she had 
“listened to for such a massive part of my life.” 
“She’s been such an inspiration to me and to 
get to share the stage with her is really, really 
exciting.”“I feel like she’s sound tracked so many 
of my birthday parties!” As well as performing 
hits from her latest album Future Nostalgia, a 
press release said fans can expect to see Lipa 
“move through custom-built sets, surreal tv 
shows, roller discos, ecstatic raves, trashy rocker 
hangouts, voguing ballrooms and diva style 
dressing rooms”.“My tour has been postponed 
now twice and I’ve been dying to perform the 
songs from Future Nostalgia so badly,” she said.
Lipa described Studio 2054 show as a being like 
a “seamless music video.”“We go from an ‘80s tv 
studio into a disco roller rink into a New York 
rave club.”Watch Dua Lipa perform her smash-
hit ‘Don’t Start Now’ for Sunrise on Hamilton 
Island below The Studio 2054 concert will also 
feature a host of surprise superstar guests and 
a performance of Dua’s new duet Prisoner with 
Miley Cyrus.Studio 2054 can be live streamed 
from 8PM AEDT on Saturday 28 November with 
tickets available now.

NASA Centers Collaborate to Advance Quiet 
Supersonic Technology During Pandemic

LONDON
Two NASA centers on opposite sides of 

the countries are finding new ways to work 
together to support the agency’s mission 
to develop quiet supersonic technology, in 
spite of thousands of miles of distance and 
a global pandemic.Using their available labs, 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida is build-
ing tools in collaboration with Armstrong 
Flight Research Center in California, which 
NASA will use in support of the X-59 Quiet 
SuperSonic Technology X-plane, or QueSST.
Flying at faster-than-sound speeds over 
communities around the U.S., the X-59 will 
demonstrate technology to reduce the loud 
sonic booms, typically heard below aircraft 
flying at supersonic speeds, to a quieter 
noise similar to a car door closing in the 
distance. The X-59 will demonstrate to 
regulators through collected data that quiet 
supersonic flight is possible.However, be-
fore the X-59 begins community overflights, 
NASA researchers need to validate the 
X-plane’s acoustic signature through tests.A 
project under NASA’s Aeronautics Research 
Mission Directorate called SCHAMROQ, 
which stands for Schlieren, Airborne 
Measurements, and Range Operations for 
QueSST, is preparing the tools and test tech-
niques to execute these tests at Armstrong. 

When a reduced capacity to develop these 
tools materialized during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Armstrong turned to Kennedy to 
provide a helping hand, and to help ensure 
the project’s progress. “It’s neat working 
with a space center,” said Matthew Moholt, 
deputy project manager for SCHAMROQ. 
“Their willingness and eagerness to help 
out a sister center is welcomed and ap-
preciated. When you have another center 
willing to help out and do critical work 
that’s critical to your schedule, that’s really 
significant.”During supersonic flight, planes 
create shockwaves that merge together as 
they travel through the air to produce the 
sonic boom. Moholt says SCHAMROQ aims 
to build and test multiple tools to help re-
searchers observe and validate these same 
shockwaves during quiet supersonic flight.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

While discussing on the illicit drug con-
trol, Federal Minster Azam Swati said that 
the problem of drugs is more related to 
mindset than law and order.  He said that 
the Ministry of Narcotics Control is work-
ing proactively on Drug Demand Reduction 
and is particularly focusing on the youth. 
Federal Minister Azam Swati said syn-
thetic drugs are the biggest challenge. 
There are over 500 synthetic drugs, which 
are sometimes camouflaged in the form 
of confectioneries and other food items.  
Federal Minister Azam Swati said the 
Ministry is making all-out effort to make 
the drug control better on the borders, 
so that no illicit drug can come into 
Pakistan. All the LEAs are on board in this 
regard, he said. Federal Minister Azam 
Swati said the government has success-
fully reduced the production of drugs 
in the country and now it is negligible.  

“We have achieved great success in the 
recent past”, Federal Minister Azam Swati 
said. He told the Egyptian Ambassador 
that the information-sharing mechanism 
among the LEAs and with other countries 
has been improved, due to which we were 
able to bring drug traffickers and ped-
dlers to the book. He said that his aim 
is to eliminate this menace at its source. 
During the meeting, Egyptian Ambassador 
expressed his desire to improve collabo-
ration and coordination between the two 
countries. Federal Minister Azam Swati said 
that the MoU between Pakistan and Egypt 
on drug control will be revisited and will be 
improved according to the need of the times.  
Federal Minster Azam Swati said that 
Pakistan and Egypt enjoy close fraternal re-
lations deeply rooted in our shared religion, 
values and culture. “Egyptian people are very 
close to my heart”, he said. He expressed that 
in his opinion we are failing because of disu-
nity among the Muslim countries.

Federal Minister for Narcotics  was called on by Egyptian Ambassador H.E. Mr. Tarek Mohammed Dahroug 

November-26-1941

Adm. Chuichi Nagumo leads the 
Japanese First Air Fleet, an aircraft 
carrier strike force, toward Pearl 
Harbor, with the understanding that 
should “negotiations with the United 
States reach a successful conclusion, 

the task force will immediately put about and return 
to the homeland.”Negotiations had been ongoing for 
months. Japan wanted an end to U.S. economic sanc-
tions. The Americans wanted Japan out of China and 
Southeast Asia-and to repudiate the Tripartite “Axis” 
Pact with Germany and Italy as conditions to be met 
before those sanctions could be lifted. Neither side 
was budging. President Roosevelt and Secretary of 
State Cordell Hull were anticipating a Japanese strike 
as retaliation—they just didn’t know where. The 
Philippines, Wake Island, Midway—all were possibil-
ities. American intelligence reports had sighted the 
Japanese fleet movement out from Formosa (Taiwan), 
apparently headed for Indochina. As a result of this 
“bad faith” action, President Roosevelt ordered that 
a conciliatory gesture of resuming monthly oil sup-
plies for Japanese civilian needs canceled. Hull also 
rejected Tokyo’s “Plan B,” a temporary relaxation of 
the crisis, and of sanctions, but without any conces-

sions on Japan’s part. Prime Minister Tojo considered 
this an ultimatum, and more or less gave up on diplo-
matic channels as the means of resolving the impasse.
Nagumo had no experience with naval aviation, having 
never commanded a fleet of aircraft carriers in his life. 
This role was a reward for a lifetime of faithful service. 
Nagumo, while a man of action, did not like taking un-

necessary risks—which he considered an attack on 
the American naval base at Pearl Harbor to be. But 
Chief of Staff Rear Adm. Isoruku Yamamoto thought 
differently; while also opposing war with the United 
States, he believed the only hope for a Japanese vic-
tory was a swift surprise attack, via carrier warfare, 
against the U.S. fleet. 

Japanese task force leaves for Pearl Harbor
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Coco Rocha gives birth to 
third child

NEWYORK
Coco Rocha has given birth to her third child.
The 32-year-old model and her husband 
James Conran welcomed daughter Iley Ryn 
- a sibling for Ioni, five, and Iver, two - into 
the world on Sunday (22.11.20), in New York, 
with the tot weighing in at 7lbs 10oz, and the 
family couldn’t be happier.Coco told People 
magazine: “James and I are so thankful to 
have had a safe delivery and to finally bring 
baby Iley home to her big sister, Ioni, and big 
brother, Iver.“It was love at first sight for eve-
ryone, and we’re all excited to bunker down 
and cuddle up as a family this winter.”Coco 
confirmed her pregnancy in July and revealed 
at the time she was expecting another girl, 
much to Ioni’s delight.She said at the time: 
“We are having a girl and big sister is so ex-
cited. She loves having a baby brother but 
she’s like, ‘I got one of those. So let’s get an-
other one, another version.’“She wants to do 
all the mommy stuff. It’s going to be like hav-
ing a baby doll.”Coco previously explained she 
wanted to find a “special name” for her third 
child that echoes the way she and James had 
chosen the monikers of their older kids.VoM

Joey King sued

NEW YORK
Joey King is being sued over a car crash.The 
‘Kissing Booth’ actress is the subject of legal ac-
tion from Parviz Mohammady, who alleged she 
merged into his lane and collided with his vehicle 
when he was driving in Los Angeles in February, 
and has failed to respond to his communications 
since.The man’s attorney, Kamelia Jalilvand, told 
TMZ her client was driving northbound when 
Joey pulled out of a metered parking spot and 
straight into Parviz’s car, and the crash not only 
damaged the right side of his vehicle, but caused 
a tear in his shoulder, and a pre-existing condi-
tion meant the injury was worse and ultimately 
required surgery.Although the pair exchanged in-
surance information at the scene, Parviz claimed 
he still hasn’t been compensated for the damage 
caused by the crash.The lawyer said: “Due to the 
collision, Mr. Mohammady sustained significant 
injuries, which necessitated surgical interven-
tion. We hope that through the lawsuit, Ms. 
King will accept responsibility and compensate 
our client for his damages.”The man is suing 
for unspecificed damages.A spokesperson for 
the actress has yet to respond.Meanwhile, Joey 
used her Comedy Movie Star win at the People’s 
Choice Awards earlier this month to announce 
‘The Kissing Booth 3’ will be released next sum-
mer.Speaking as she accepted the honour, she 
said: VoM

Duchess reveals she had 
miscarriage in the summer

LONDON
The Duchess of Sussex has revealed that she had 
a miscarriage in July, giving a personal account 
of the traumatic experience in hope of help-
ing others.Meghan described the miscarriage 
n an opinion piece in the New York Times on 
Wednesday. She wrote: “I knew, as I clutched my 
firstborn child, that I was losing my second.”The 
former Meghan Markle and husband Prince 
Harry have an 18-month-old son, Archie.The 
duchess, 39, said she was sharing her story to 
help break the silence around an all-too-com-
mon tragedy.“Losing a child means carrying an 
almost unbearable grief, experienced by many 
but talked about by few,” she wrote.“In being 
invited to share our pain, together we take the 
first steps toward healing.”In a startlingly inti-
mate account of her experience, the duchess 
described how tragedy struck on a “morning 
that began as ordinarily as any other day: Make 
breakfast. Feed the dogs. Take vitamins. Find 
that missing sock. Pick up the rogue crayon that 
rolled under the table. Throw my hair in a po-
nytail before getting my son from his crib.VoM

Bureau Reuter
CAPE TOWN

Lewis Hamilton heads into Sunday’s 
Bahrain Grand Prix as the most suc-
cessful driver in Formula One his-
tory, and now a seven times world 
champion, but the Briton will not be 
slowing down as he aims to round 
out a record-breaking season in style.
The Mercedes driver clinched the 
title at the previous race in Turkey to 
equal Michael Schumacher’s record 
seven, having already surpassed the 

Ferrari great’s tally of 91 race wins.
With three races to go and 10 wins 
from 14, Hamilton is on course for 
his most successful campaign yet and 
can become only the third driver after 
Schumacher and Sebastian Vettel to 
win 13 times in a season.“Now it’s a 
bit more chilled but I still have three 
races ahead of me that I want to win,” 
said Hamilton, who has not previously 
won more than 11 races in a single year.
Hamilton has won three times 
around the 5.4km Sakhir desert 
track, including last year after a loss 
of power robbed Ferrari’s Charles 
Leclerc of an almost certain victory.
With Mercedes dominant, the Briton 
is favourite again but team mate 
Valtteri Bottas will be out to stop him.
Bahrain marks the start of a whirl-
wind floodlit Middle Eastern triple-
header that wraps up the season.
A second race, the Sakhir Grand Prix, fol-

lows at the same venue but around the 
shorter outer circuit a week later before 
the finale at Abu Dhabi’s Yas Marina
While the titles are already decided, 
other battles are still being fought.
Mexican Sergio Perez, Leclerc 
and Australian Daniel Ricciardo 
are separated by just four points 
in the battle for fourth overall.
Racing Point, McLaren, Renault 
and Ferrari, separated by just 
24 points, are fighting for third 
in the constructors’  table .
There could also be a flurry of driver 
announcements. Thailand’s Alexander 
Albon is yet to be confirmed along-
side Max Verstappen at Red Bull with 
Perez and Germany’s Nico Hulkenberg 
in the frame as potential replacements.
Japanese Formula Two racer Yuki 
Tsunoda looks set to replace Russian 
Daniil Kvyat alongside Pierre Gasly 
at Red Bull-owned AlphaTauri.

Staff Report
LAHORE

Pakistan head coach Misbah-ul-Haq 
along with star leg-spinner Yasir 
Shah have been nominated for the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) 
Awards of the Decade.Misbah was 
nominated for the ICC’s Spirit of Cricket 
Award of the Decade whereas Shah was 
nominated for the prestigious category 
of Men’s Test Player of the Decade.
The former captain has been nomi-
nated in the Spirit of Cricket category 
whereas the 34-year-old has been 
nominated in the Men’s Test Players of 
the Decade category.Yasir is one of the 
only two Pakistan players nominated 
across the 10 categories, which also 
award the most impactful players in 
women s cricket and those belonging 
to Associate members.Pakistan s spin 
spearhead Yasir made his first-class 
debut in 2002 but had to wait 12 years 

before being drafted into the Test side 
after Saeed Ajmal copped a ban for an 
illegal bowling action.Yasir s unparal-
leled success in such a short period of 

time saw him break the longstanding 
record held by pre-World War II spin-
ner Clarrie Grimmett to become the 
fastest to 200 Test wickets in 33 games.

Benchmark index gains 514.18 points 

to settle at 40,377.54
Bureau Report

KARACHI
Stocks remained in the green on Wednesday 

with the benchmark KSE-100 index jumping 
over 500 points, following a rally in explora-
tion and production sector stocks and a signifi-
cant recovery in rupee against the US dollar.
Pakistan’s currency appreciated by a notable 
Rs0.95, or 0.59%, to Rs160.08 against the US 
dollar in the inter-bank market on Tuesday 
compared to the one-month low hit a day ago.
Stocks rebounded with a vengeance in the last 
two days, an uptick in global oil prices en-
ticed market participants at the local bourse 
to renew investments and assume fresh posi-
tions.  Moreover, bull-run in global equity mar-
kets further encouraged investment in local 
scrips.The KSE-100 index soared as soon as 
trading began and maintained uptrend till the 
end of the session. The trading session also 
saw the index cross the 40,000-point mark. 
Index-heavy sectors including banks, textile 
and fertiliser posted substantial gains.At close, 
the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded an 
increase of 514.18 points, or 1.29%, to settle 
at 40,377.54 points.Arif Habib Limited, in its 
report, stated that the exploration and produc-

tion sector stocks strengthened the market 
sentiment.The KSE-100 index closed higher, 
with Oil and Gas Development Company 
(OGDC) and Pakistan Petroleum (PPL) touch-
ing an upper circuit at close.“Crude oil prices 
increased significantly overnight and main-
tained the momentum during the trading 
session, which helped investors particularly 
concerned with decline in cement dispatches 
to switch to better alternative,” it said, adding 
that banks, textile and fertiliser sector stocks 
also contributed to the positive momentum.
The cement sector, however, continued the 
downturn and traded below last day’s closing 
price throughout the entire session.Sectors 
contributing to the positive performance in-
cluded exploration and production (+280 
points), banks (+93 points), technology (+78 
points), oil and gas marketing companies (+31 
points) and fertiliser (+25 points).Individually, 
stocks that contributed positively to the index 
included Pakistan Petroleum (+93 points), Oil 
and Gas Development Company (+90 points), 
Pakistan Oilfields (+68 points), Systems 
Limited (+41 points) and TRG Pakistan (+34 
points).Stocks that contributed negatively were 
Hubco (-23 points), Lucky Cement (-17 points), 
Fauji Cement (-9 points), Engro Fertilizer (-8 
points) and Abbott Laboratories (-6 points).JS 
Global analyst Maaz Mulla said Pakistan Stock 

Exchange continued to recover as the KSE-
100 index hit intraday high of +568 points 
and closed at 40,378, up 1.3%.“The bull run 
can be attributed to a rise in international 
crude oil prices due to which OGDC(+6.6%), 
PPL (+7.3%) and POL (+6.2%) from the ex-
ploration and production sector closed much 
higher than their previous day close ,” he said.A 
total of 242 million shares were traded in the 
day. Top contributors to the total volume were 
Unity Foods (+1.7%), TRG Pakistan (+6.2%), 
Hascol Petroleum (-4.1%), Fauji Fertilizer Bin 
Qasim (+2.5%) and Oil and Gas Development 
Company (+6.6%) with a cumulative 71 million 
shares changing hands.Investor’s interest was 
seen in the technology sector where Systems 
Limited (+7.4%), Netsol (+7.5%), TRG Pakistan 
(+6.2%) and AVN (+5.4%) closed in the green.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Middle East’s airlines will lose $7.1 billion this 
year as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
cripple global air travel, according to the latest 
forecasts from the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA). It had previously estimated 
losses of $4.8 billion for carriers in the region.
The much-anticipated industry recovery that 

was expected in the second half of 2020 has 
not happened yet, said Muhammad Ali Albakri, 
Regional Vice President Africa and the Middle 
East, IATA.Airlines in the regional will collec-
tively lose $3.3 billion in 2021. Although a “lot 
better than 2020, it’s still a loss,” said Albakri. 
“For every passenger the Middle Eastern airlines 
carry, they will be losing $68.” The pandemic 
has put 1.8 million jobs at risk in the Middle 

East air transport sector, said Albakri. “We have 
seen tens of thousands of jobs that have been 
eliminated over the last few months, and more 
to come.”“$115 billion dollars-worth of GDP, 
supported by the air transport industry is at 
risk,” said Albakri. This “cannot be substituted 
by any other industry other than air travel and 
tourism.” “The emirate of Dubai… put together 
policies, guidelines rules and regulations to fight 
the epidemic, but also to open up their skies, 
open up the borders and allow free movement 
of passengers and goods, and they have success-
fully done so,” said Albakri.Dubai has removed 
several travel restrictions in recent months 
including compulsory quarantine. As a result, 
passenger traffic at Dubai International Airport 
is now slowly inching back to levels seen before 
the pandemic.“This is what happens when coun-
tries adapt proper scientifically-based measures 
to fight the virus, but also a balanced approach 
to open up the sector and allow free movement,” 
said Albakri. “Beyond any doubt, opening bor-
ders and allowing air travel to resume does not 
add to the number of cases.”

Middle East airlines set to lose over $7b in 2020, says IATA

Emirates returns 
Dh6.3b to customers 

in COVID
Bureaau Report

Dubai
E m i r a t e s  o n  We d n e s d a y 

s a i d  i t  p r o c e s s e d  n e a r l y 
1 .7  mi l l ion  refund requests 
ove r  t h e  s e ve n - m o n t h  p e -
r i o d  s t a r t i n g  A p r i l .  T h i s 
re s u l te d  i n  t h e  a i r l i n e  re -
t u r n i n g  D h 6 . 3  b i l l i o n  r e -
f u n d s  to  i t s  c u s to m e r s . O u t 
o f  t h i s  a m o u n t ,  D h 4 . 7  b i l -
l i o n  wa s  re f u n d e d  t o  c u s -
t o m e r s  w h o  h a d  b o o k e d 
d i r e c t ly  w i t h  t h e  a i r l i n e , 
a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  w a s 
re t u r n e d  v i a  t rave l  a g e n -
c i e s . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  E m i ra t e s 
m a n a g e d  ove r  1 3 0 , 0 0 0  re -
funds-re lated  queries  from 
customers  and travel  agency 
p a r t n e r s  a n d  m a d e  s t a t u s 
changes  to  nearly  4  mi l l ion 
f l ight  coupons .  “ In  the  early 
m o n t h s  o f  2 0 2 0 ,  COV I D - 1 9 
m a s s ive ly  d i s r u p te d  t rave l 
around the  world  and led  to 
an  unprecedented volume of 
refunds  requests  across  the 
av i a t i o n  a n d  t rave l  i n d u s -
try,  inc luding  at  Emirates ,” 
s a i d  T i m  C l a r k ,  P re s i d e n t , 
E m i ra te s  A i r l i n e .“ E m i ra te s 
h a s  n ow  c l e a re d  o u r  b a c k-
l o g  o f  r e f u n d s  -  w e  s t i l l 
h a v e  h i g h e r  v o l u m e s  o f 
re f u n d s  a n d  f l i g h t  c o u p o n 
c h a n g e  re q u e s t s  c o m p a re d 
to  pre-pandemic  t imes ,  but 
we  n o w  h ave  t h e  c a p a b i l -
i ty  to  manage  these  within 
a  7 - d a y  t u r n a r o u n d ,”  h e 
added.

Bureau Report
RIYADH

The Council of Ministers on Tuesday ap-
proved a new law which includes changing 
the name of the Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Authority (SAMA) to the Saudi Central Bank.
Under the legislation, the new Saudi Central 
Bank will be linked directly to the monarch 
and will enjoy full financial and managerial 
independence.The Saudi Central Bank Law 
set out three core objectives for the new in-
stitution namely, to maintain cash stability, 
boost confidence and trust in the financial 
sector, and support economic growth.The 
new legislation states that the central bank 
is responsible for setting and managing mon-
etary policy and it outlines the relationship 
between the bank, the government, and other 
international important organizations and 
bodies. It also sets a framework to govern the 
bank’s operations and decisions.Fadhel Al-
Buainain, an economic expert and member of 
the Shoura Council, said one of the important 
aspects of the Saudi Central Bank Law was 
that it was linked directly to the king.“This 
enhances its full independence with respect 
to setting the monetary policy and the bank’s 

relationship with the government and global 
organizations,” he added.The law states that 
the abbreviation SAMA, which was estab-
lished in 1952, would remain unchanged due 
to its historical importance domestically and 
internationally.“The fact that the bank will 
keep the SAMA abbreviation unchanged is 
important and reflects a wise decision be-
cause the abbreviation is widely-known,” 
Al-Buainain said.While the SAMA acronym 
will remain, Hassan Alwatban, an economic 
consultant, outlined the differences between 
the monetary authority and the central bank.
For the central bank to perform its duties 
properly, he said it needed to be fully inde-
pendent when it came to decision-making, 
especially decisions related to managing 
state funds.Another difference was that the 
president of the central bank would not be 
under the state’s authority and their nomi-
nation would be made by a legislative au-
thority. The government or state could not 
appoint or remove the president except by 
the most supreme judiciary authority.Thirdly, 
he added, a government agency could not in-
terfere in the bank’s affairs because the bank 
enjoyed full monetary power.Alwatban told 

Arab News: “Therefore, changing the mon-
etary authority to a central bank is healthy 
for the national economy.“The tasks of the 
Ministry of Finance, which is responsible 
for financial policies, will be set apart from 
the tasks of the central bank, which is re-
sponsible for setting the monetary policies. 
Before the change, the tasks of the Ministry 
of Finance and SAMA overlapped.“Besides, 
the Ministry of Finance was in charge of the 
financial policy and the monetary policy at 
the same time, a fact that made SAMA focus 
on serving the banks’ interests more than fo-
cusing on serving the interests of citizens,” 
he added.

SAMA to become Saudi Central Bank, with full independence

Bureau Report
Finland

AC Milan striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic said on Wednesday 
that he missed playing for Sweden and hinted that he may 
be open to a return to the national side for next year’s 
Euros.The 39-year-old, who retired from international 
football after the World Cup in 2016, opened the door for 
a return after being awarded Sweden’s Footballer of the 
Year award for an astonishing 12th time.“If you ask me I’ll 
be honest: yes, I miss the national team,” he told Swedish 
daily Aftonbladet. “It’s no secret. The one who does not 
miss it, he has already finished his career. And I have not 
finished my career.”Ibra, who scored 62 goals in 116 inter-
nationals, has been in impressive form for AC Milan since 
his summer move, heading the Serie A scoring charts with 
10 goals already this season.He was more opaque, how-
ever, when asked directly how would he respond if coach 
Janne Andersson called him.“Give me time, I have to think 
about it,” said Ibrahimovic.Without him, Sweden qualified 
directly for the Euros where they will face Spain, Poland 
and Slovakia there. But a poor Nations League campaign 
which produced one win and five losses, and resulted in 
relegation from the A Group has rekindled thoughts of an 
Ibrahimovic return.In November, he posted an old photo 
of himself on social media, wearing a Sweden shirt and 
the captain’s armband with the phrase “Long time no see”.
Andersson appeared less enamoured of the idea when he 
was also cornered by Aftonbladet.“I’m pretty annoyed,” said 
Andersson. “He told me in 2016 that he wanted to retire 
and I respected his choice. So now it’s up to him. If he 
wants to be involved in the national team again, to change 
his mind, he must say it clearly. In this case, it will be up 
to me to decide.“I would be lying if I said I was surprised. 
I’m impressed and struck by how he continues to have that 
hunger on the pitch, that quality in everything he does.He’s 
a great athlete, by far the best Swedish player of all time. 
What he does is amazing, I can only congratulate him.”

Oil companies drive stocks upwards

No slowing down for record-breaking Hamilton

Ibra hints at Sweden returnMisbah, Yasir Shah nominated for ICC ‘Awards of the 
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NEW YORK
Stocks edged back from record highs 
on Wednesday as Wall Street bumped 
up against underwhelming economic 
data, while oil continued to rise and 
the dollar weakened ahead of com-
ments from the Federal Reserve. The 
U.S. dollar has lost some of its safe-
haven luster as traders turn to risk-
ier assets, including some funded in 
other currencies, following positive 
news about a COVID-19 vaccine and 
a seemingly normalizing U.S. transi-
tion of power. Former Fed Chair Janet 
Yellen’s reported nomination to Trea-
sury Secretary has emboldened those 
risk bets and further weighed on the 
dollar. “From here, the Fed will prove 
a mere auxiliary to maximize fiscal 
impact by ensuring cheap funding,” 
said John Hardy, head of FX strategy 
at Saxo Bank. “The long-term impli-
cations of the Yellen nomination are 
distinctly dollar negative.” Minutes 
from the most recent Fed meeting 
are due later in the session. The dol-
lar index fell 0.076%, with the euro 
up 0.14% to $1.1905. The Japanese 
yen strengthened 0.13% versus the 
greenback to 104.31 per dollar, while 
sterling was last trading at $1.3363, 
up 0.05% on the day. On Wall Street, 

a surprise jump in weekly jobless 
claims added to signs the recovery in 
the labor market was stalling as the 
United States battled a new wave of 
COVID-19 infections. MSCI’s broad-
est gauge of world stocks was last 
trading down 0.12%, after renewed 
demand for shares earlier pushed it 
to a record high of 622.12. The rally 
in global stocks is set to continue 
for at least six months, a Reuters 
poll forecast on Wednesday. But on 
Wednesday the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 141.76 points, or 0.47%, 
to 29,904.48, the S&P 500 lost 11.17 
points, or 0.31%, to 3,624.24 and the 
Nasdaq Composite added 3.45 points, 
or 0.03%, to 12,040.23. “The ques-
tion is, who wins the battle: the vac-
cines, or the rising cases in the short 
term?” said Christopher C. Grisanti, 
chief equity strategist at MAI Capi-

tal Management. Optimism around 
vaccine developments and expec-
tations of a recovery in corporate 
confidence and profitability should 
also push European stocks to near 
record highs next year, a separate 
Reuters survey found. On Wednesday 
the pan-European STOXX 600 index 
lost 0.09% while Japan’s Nikkei rose 
0.50% after touching a 29-year high. 
MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pacific 
shares outside Japan closed 0.59% 
lower, with Chinese shares capped 
by worries about rising debt defaults. 
The job market data weighed on 
Treasury yields. Benchmark 10-year 
notes last rose 7/32 in price to yield 
0.8586%, from 0.882% late on Tues-
day. Oil continued to rise beyond pre-
pandemic levels on bets for a speedy 
recovery in energy demand. “Crude 
oil prices are trading at their highest 
levels since early March, supported 
by positive market sentiment as a 
result of vaccine news and strong oil 
demand in Asia,” said UBS oil analyst 
Giovanni Staunovo. “We maintain our 
bullish outlook for next year and tar-
get Brent to hit $60 per barrel at the 
end of 2021,” he added. U.S. financial 
markets will be closed on Thursday 
for the Thanksgiving holiday. Reuters

JEDDAH 
Following Monday’s Houthi at-
tack on an oil facility in Jeddah, 
the Kingdom urged the UN Secu-
rity Council to “stop the threat” 
to global energy security, Yemen’s 
political process, and regional sta-
bility. In a letter to the 15-member 
body, Saudi Ambassador to the 
UN Abdallah Al-Mouallimi said 
the Kingdom would “spare no ef-
forts” to protect its territory and 
citizens. “It has been identified 
that the Houthi militia, backed 
by Iran, is responsible for the ter-
rorist attack,” Al-Mouallimi wrote 
in the letter. Expressing concern 
over the attack, the International 
Energy Agency (IEA) said the Jed-
dah attack is a “reminder of the 
need to remain vigilant for threats 
to energy security.” Dr. Hamdan 
Al-Shehri, a political analyst, told 
Arab News that the global con-
demnation of the attacks on Saudi 
oil installations is “merely words 
on paper,” adding: “The Iranian-
backed Houthis must be stopped.” 
He called on the international 
community to follow in the foot-
steps of the US by designating the 

militia a terrorist organization. 
The analyst said that while the 
UN continues to seek a solution to 
the problem, “we continue to see 
these attacks backed by Iran and 
executed through Sanaa.” Saudi 
Aramco said on Tuesday that a 
Houthi strike on its plant in Jed-
dah tore a hole in an oil tank, trig-
gering an explosion and fire in 
another assault on the Kingdom’s 
energy infrastructure. The roof of 
the tank suffered “major damage,” 
said Abdullah Al-Ghamdi, manag-
er of the North Jeddah Bulk Plant. 
The manager said distribution 

from the plant, which provides re-
fined products including jet fuel to 
the country’s west, was restored 
within three hours even though 
the damaged tank remained out 
of action. Meanwhile, the Arab co-
alition said it had destroyed five 
mines laid by the Houthis in the 
Red Sea. The mines were of the 
Iranian-made “Sadaf” type. The 
coalition had destroyed a total of 
about 163 sea mines left by the 
Houthis. “The Houthis continue to 
pose a threat to maritime security 
and regional stability,” Al-Shehri 
said. APP

A NKARA
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan said 
on Wednesday a jailed Kurdish leader has 
“blood on his hands”, scotching any hopes 
that a reform plan could lead to wider lib-
erties for the opposition and dissidents. 
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan ad-
dresses members of his ruling AKP dur-
ing a meeting at the parliament in Ankara, 
Turkey, November 25, 2020. Presidential 
Press Office/Handout via REUTERS Erdo-
gan promised a slate of judicial and eco-
nomic reforms two weeks ago, leading to 
expectations of the possible release of poli-
ticians, including Kurdish ones, and human 
rights advocates from jail. Former deputy 
prime minister Bulent Arinc, a founder of 
Erdogan’s AK Party some two decades ago, 
added to that speculation with a call for 
the release of Selahattin Demirtas, former 
leader of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Party. His comments drew a strong 
rebuke from Erdogan, and on Wednesday 
the president said: “It offended me that he 
suggested everyone read the book writ-
ten by a terrorist,” Erdogan said, referring 
to Arinc urging people to read Demirtas’ 
book to understand Turkey’s Kurdish is-

sue. “There is no Kurdish issue in this 
country,” Erdogan said. Demirtas, he said, 
defends “terrorism” and has the “blood 
of thousands of Kurds on his hands”. As 
well as closing the door on some specula-
tion over the direction of the reforms, the 
president said the AKP and his smaller 
Nationalist Movement Party coalition part-
ners - staunch defenders of military action 
against Kurdish militants - would carry 
them out together. The Turkish media has 
been rife with rumours of friction within 
the coalition. The MHP takes a hardline 
view regarding the Kurdish movement so it 
would be against any reforms seen as sym-
pathetic to the HDP. Demirtas has been in 
prison for more than four years on charges 
related to violent protests against the Turk-
ish army’s inaction during a militant attack 
on the Syrian Kurdish town Kobani. Erdo-
gan also defended the removal of dozens of 
elected HDP mayors from duty in the coun-
try’s mainly Kurdish southeast. The HDP, 
which Demirtas chaired between 2014 
and 2018, says the government has ap-
pointed caretaker mayors to 59 out of a to-
tal of 65 municipalities that the party won 
in local elections in March 2019. Reuters

GB CEC notifies names of candi-
dates returned to GB Assembly

BEIJING
The maiden session of newly elected Gilg-
it-Baltistan Assembly will be held in Gilgit 
today (Wednesday). Speaker Fida Muham-
mad Nashad will preside over the session, 
in which newly elected members will take 
oath. Later, the members will elect Chief 
Minister, Speaker and Deputy Speaker. 
Speaker Fida Muhammad Nashad will pre-
side over the session, in which newly elected 
members will take oath. Later, the members 
will elect Chief Minister, Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker. Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 
Gilgit-Baltistan Raja Shahbaz Khan has no-
tified the names of candidates returned to 
GB Assembly as a result of general election 
2020.Notification in this regard has been 
issued. According to notification PTI got-
ten seats, PPP Three, PML-N two and JUI 
(F) one and independent candidates won 
seven seats. The returned candidates in-
clude  GBA 1 Amjad Hussain, GBA 2 Fatehu-
llah Khan,  GBA 3 Syed Sohail Abbas, GBA 

4 Amjad Hussain, GBA 5 Javed Ali Manwa, 
GBA 6 Abdullah Baig, GBA 7 Raja Muham-
mad Zakria Khan GBA 8 Muhammad Ka-
zim, GBA 9 Wazir  Muhammad Saleem GBA 
10 Nasir Ali Khan, GBA 11 Syed Amjad Ali, 
GBA 12 Raja Muhammad Azam Khan, GBA 
13 Khalid Khorsheed, GBA 14 Shams-ul-Haq 
Lone, GBA 15 Haji Shah Bag, GBA 16 Muham-
mad Anwar, GBA 17 Rehmat Khaliq, GBA 18 
Gulbar Khan, GBA 19 Nawaz Khan Naji, GBA 
20 Nazir Ahmed GBA 21 Ghulam Muham-
mad GBA 22, Mushtaq Hussain, GBA 23 Ab-
dul Hameed GBA 24 Muhammad Ismail. VoM

Pakistan Army promoted Six 
Major Generals to rank of 

Lieutenant General

BEIJING
A symposium was held in Beijing on Wednesday 
to offer business integrity and compliance train-
ing for Chinese enterprises participating in the 
Belt and Road Initiative. Attendees studied and 
discussed the latest practices in and require-
ments for business integrity and compliance, risk 
management, and domestic and overseas experi-
ence, among other topics. The event, the third of 
its kind, was held at Tsinghua University and was 
organized by China’s National Commission of 
Supervision, the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime, the International Anti-Corruption 
Academy, and the Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank. A business integrity and compliance 
initiative for the Belt and Road was launched at 
the event by over 60 centrally-administered state-
owned enterprises (SOEs), local SOEs and private 
enterprises deeply engaged in the Belt and Road 
Initiative. Enterprises at the event pledged to play 
an exemplary role in honoring integrity and com-
pliance commitments. Participating international 
organizations praised China for attaching great 
importance to related training, and vowed to fur-
ther cooperate with China in promoting corporate 
honesty in the Belt and Road Initiative. Xinhua

ISLAMABAD 
Six major generals of the Pakistan Army were 
promoted on Wednesday to the rank of lieutenant 
general, a statement issued by the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) Director General Major 
General Babar Iftikhar said. According to the 
spokesperson for the military’s media wing, the 
approval for promotions was given in a promotion 
board meeting held at the General Headquarters 
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi, presided over by Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa. 
Those promoted include former DG ISPR Major 
General Asif Ghafoor, Major General Akhtar Nawaz, 
Major General Sardar Hassan Azhar Hayat, Major 
General Salman Fayyaz Ghani, Major General 
Sarfraz Ali and Major General Muhammad Ali, 
the DG ISPR stated in a tweet. The army also 
announced new postings and appointments among 
the top brass. Lieutenant General Nadeem Ahmed 
Anjum was appointed Commander Karachi Corps. 
Lt Gen Muhammad Abdul Aziz was appointed 
Lahore Corps commander and Lt Gen Muhammad 
Waseem Ashraf was appointed commander 
Multan Corps – one of the military’s premier 
strike corps. Lt Gen Khalid Zia was appointed as 
Bahawalpur Corps commander. Lt Gen Sarfraz Ali 
was appointed Commander Southern Command, 
encompassing Balochistan and other southern 
parts of the country. Lt Gen Muhammad Ali was 
appointed as the new commander of the Army 
Strategic Forces Command (ASFC). Lt Gen Asif 
Ghafoor was posted as the new Inspector General 
Communication & Information Technology. Lt 
Gen Syed Muhammad Adnan was posted as 
Inspector General Training & Evaluation and Lt 
Gen Sardar Hassan Azhar Hayat was posted as the 
new Military Secretary. Lt Gen Majid Ehsan was 
posted as Inspector General Arms. In June, Nigar 
Jouhar made history by becoming the first female 
officer to be promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
general owing to her spectacular performance 
in different leadership and administrative roles. 
She said that Pakistan Army believes in merit and 
her appointment to the rank of lieutenant general 
last month is a reflection of meritocratic system 
being followed in the institution. The first female 
lieutenant general added she is proud to be the 
part of Pakistan Army and that her institution is 
assisting the civil administration in all possible 
ways to fight the Covid-19 outbreak in the country. 
At present, Nigar is serving as commandant Pak-
Emirates Military Hospital, Rawalpindi. She is 
also a recipient of Tamgha-e-Imtiaz (Military) 
and Fatima Jinnah Gold Medal for her meritorious 
services in Army Medical Corps. 

UNITED NATIONS     
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has 
written another letter to the President UN Secu-
rity Council (UNSC) and the Secretary General, 
updating them on the grave situation in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K). 
The Foreign Minister’s letter highlights the gross 
and systematic violations of human rights tak-
ing place in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir along with the threat posed to peace and 
security by India. It focuses, in particular, on the 
illegal demographic changes being undertaken 
in the occupied territory by India, in violation of 
UN Security Council resolutions, the UN Charter 
and international law including the 4th Geneva 
Convention. In the letter, the Foreign Minister has 
apprised the Security Council of India’s implemen-
tation of an elaborate strategy of military occupa-
tion, land confiscation, influx of non-Kashmiris, 
and creation of alien settlements in IIOJ&K. The 
letter also underscores the indiscriminate and 
unprovoked ceasefire violations by India across 
the Line of Control and the Working Boundary, in-
cluding deliberate targeting of civilian populated 
areas. Over 2,700 ceasefire violations committed 
by India this year have resulted in the death of 25 

innocent people and serious injuries to more than 
200 civilians. The Foreign Minister has called on 
the Security Council to prevent India from perpe-
trating its criminal colonial project to change the 
demographic structure of the disputed territory 
and to secure the implementation of its own reso-
lutions which recognize the Kashmiris’ legitimate 
right to self-determination through a free and im-
partial plebiscite under UN auspices. Foreign Min-
ister Shah Mehmood Qureshi will lead Pakistan’s 
delegation to the 47th Session of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers of OIC beginning in Niger from 
Friday. During the two-day session, the council of 
foreign ministers will discuss a wide range of is-
sues confronting the Muslim world with particular 
focus on combating Islamophobia and defamation 
of the religions; Palestine; Jammu &Kashmir dis-
pute; situation of Muslim communities and minor-
ities in non-OIC states. The Council will also hold a 
brainstorming session on “Security and Humani-
tarian Challenges Confronting African Sahel States 
Members of the OIC.” During the visit, the Foreign 
Minister will highlight aggravating human rights 
and humanitarian situation in Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJ&K) in the wake of 
India’s illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August 

2019 and subsequent measures to change the de-
mographic structure of the occupied territory. The 
Foreign Minister will also highlight rising incidents 
of Islamophobia and hate speech against Muslims 
and emphasize the need for unity of the Islamic 
world to combat the scourge of Islamophobia and 
promote inter-faith harmony. On the sidelines, the 
Foreign Minister will hold bilateral meetings with 
his counterparts and heads of delegations of mem-
ber states. Earlier in a video message, Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi said the meeting will deliberate 
upon the challenges faced by the Muslim Ummah 
and other important issues. He said he will pres-
ent Pakistan’s stance on the changes taking place 
on the international landscape. The Foreign Minis-
ter said the Muslims are perturbed over the rising 
incidents of Islamophobia. He said Pakistan has 
a very categorical and clear stance on the matter. 
Alluding to the Indian atrocities in the illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir and Indian state ter-
rorism in Pakistan, the Foreign Minister said this 
is the appropriate forum to highlight the Indian 
atrocities against innocent Kashmiri people.  The 
Foreign Minister said that on the sidelines of the 
meeting, he will also hold bilateral meetings with 
his counterparts from the Islamic countries. VoM
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MoHR launches Activism 
Campaign against Gender 

Based Violence
Islamabad

The Ministry of Human Rights is launching a 
16 Days of Activism Campaign on women’s 
fundamental rights through a series of short 
informational videos covering important top-
ics including sexual harassment, rape, the 
marriage contract, filing an FIR and women’s 
inheritance. The films have been developed 
in collaboration with the National Commis-
sion on the Status of Women (NCSW) and 
Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy (SOC) Films. The 
Films will be available in Urdu, Sindhi, Pushto, 
Punjabi & Balochi languages. The films will be 
broadcast widely across social media through 
live watch parties that will be conducted 
through-out the 16 days of activism from 25th 
November 2020 to 10th December 2020. The 
films will also be disseminated to numerous 
universities and colleges across Pakistan, as 
well as amongst the Civil Society to increase 
outreach. Several engaging radio shows are 
also being conducted with leading lawyers 
and human rights experts, to generate greater 
awareness around these issues and stimulate 
discussion and dialogue at the grassroots 
level. The Ministry of Human Rights is also 
launching the 1099 Helpline APP which has 
been developed in collaboration with UN 
Women, to streamline and strengthen griev-
ance redressal mechanisms against human 
rights violations, particularly with regards 
to Gender Based Violence and Child Abuse. 
The 1099 Helpline APP is already available 
for download on the Google Playstore, and 
will be available on the apple store as well 
early next month. Since the helpline itself was 
launched in November 2018, it has received 
over 450,000 calls, 49% of which were re-
lated to Women’s rights. The APP will pro-
vide an alternate and effective mechanism 
to launch and track complaints related to hu-
man rights violations. Federal Secretary for 
Human Rights, Rabiya Javeri Agha gave the 
welcoming remarks at the event. She said, 
“The Ministry of Human Rights has placed 
an emphasis on strengthening grievance re-
dressal mechanism to end violence and ex-
ploitation of women and girls in Pakistan. The 
launch of our 1099 helpline app is another 
important step towards strengthening these 
mechanisms. The Ministry is committed to 
raise awareness among Women and educate 
them on their fundamental rights. The short 
films developed on topics that impact women 
are aimed at fulfilling this mandate. ” Deputy 
Head of European Union Delegation, VoM

Global Market
Stocks dip on U.S. jobs data, oil climbs further




