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Democracy is like a streetcar. 
When you come to your stop, you 

get off.

President of Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

The Christian community played a vital role in the 
development and prosperity of the country: Shibli

Fresh outrage in US ignites as Police shoots 
unarmed Black man

The Asian Telegraph

‘Faith, unity and discipline 
shall always remain 

guiding principles of our 
great nation: COAS  

Rawalpindi
On the occasion of Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah’s 145 birth anniversa-
ry, Chief of the Army Staff 
(COAS) General Qamar Ja-
ved Bajwa reiterated that 
no power on earth could 
undo Pakistan.  The army 
chief said that the nation 
was celebrating the birth 
anniversary “with great 
reverence and commit-
ment upholding his mes-
sage of hope, courage and 
confidence”.”Faith, unity 
and discipline shall always 
remain guiding principles of 
our great nation.” He added 
that Jinnah had a firm faith 
in God and Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH) which guided 
him through a long journey 
comprising of ordeals, de-
ceptions and dejections but 
culminating in grandeur, 
décor and eternity. 

Russia expects to support an increase in oil production by OPEC+
Novak says Russia backs 

OPEC+ 500,000 bpd oil output 
hike from February

Bureau Reporter
MOSCOW 

Russia expects to support an 
increase in oil production by 
the group, known as OPEC+, 
of another 500,000 barrels 
per day (bpd) from February 
at next month’s summit of 
the leading global oil produc-
ers,  Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexander Novak 
said. Russian Energy Minister 
Alexander Novak speaks dur-
ing a joint press conference 
with Saudi Energy Minister, 
Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman al-
Saud (not pictured) at the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia December 19, 2020. Oil 
prices are trading above $50 
per barrel, after coming under 
pressure this week from con-
cerns new fast-spreading vari-
ants of the coronavirus will 
lead to reduced fuel demand. 
In comments, cleared for pub-
lication on Friday, Novak also 

said that Moscow views an oil 
price between $45 and $55 per 
barrel as the optimum level 
to allow for recovery of its oil 
production, which has been 
significantly reduced as part of 
the OPEC+ supply deal. Russia, 
other leading oil producers 
and the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
a group known as OPEC+, agreed 
to reduce output to support the 
global oil market as the COVID-
19 pandemic has weakened fuel 
demand. Since the agreement 
on a record global supply cut in 
April, OPEC+ has progressively 
reduced the cuts and is expected 
in January to release an extra 
500,000 bpd into the market. 

The group holds its next online 
summit on Jan. 4, when it is ex-
pected to discuss whether to 
release another 500,000 bpd in 
February. “If the situation stays 
normal and stable, we will sup-
port this position (increase by 
500,000 bpd),” Novak told re-
porters at a briefing held in the 
government’s headquarters. He 
said Russia supported a gradual 
production rise to avoid jolting 
the market. OPEC+ had initially 
agreed to increase its produc-
tion by 2 million bpd starting 
from January, but decided on 
a smaller increase at its meet-
ing earlier this month. Novak 
said earlier this month the cu-
mulative output increase by 
the OPEC+ group will reach a 
planned 2 million bpd by April, 
barring any unforeseen events. 
OPEC+ agreed to cut its com-
bined output by an unprece-
dented almost 10 million bpd, 
or 10% of global pre-crisis de-
mand, in April. Of that, Russia 
pledged to cut more than 2 mil-
lion bpd. Reuters

PDM pursuing non-democratic 
agenda of destabilizing an 

elected Govt: Shibli
Islamabad

Minister for Information and Broadcasting 
Senator Shibli Faraz says the government is 
taking steps to promote interfaith harmony 
in the country.In his message with regard to 
Christmas, he said the Christian community 
played a vital role in the development and pros-
perity of the country.He said all the minorities 
have equal rights in Pakistan.Prime Minister’s 
Special Representative on Religious Harmony, 
Maulana Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi has said it is 
responsibility of the government to take care 
of the rights of all the minorities living in the 
country. Talking to a delegation led by Chairman 
National Minorities Commission Chela Ram 
Kewlani, he said faith in the prophets of Allah in-
cluding Hazrat Essa (A.S) is basic part of our be-
lief in Islam. Maulana Tahir Ashrafi announced 
that joint sitting of the leadership of different 
religious schools of thought will be held in 
Islamabad during second week of next month. 
He said propaganda which is being carried out 
by Indian lobbies on the issue of religious free-
dom violation in Pakistan has been exposed as 
minorities living in Pakistan have more rights as 
compared to India and otherHafiz Tahir Ashrafi 
also stated that ‘Kelash Community’ is very re-
spected in Pakistan and he will personally visit 

Chitral to address the issues of this community. 
Chairman National Minorities Commission Dr 
Cheela Ram, speaking on this occasion, lauded 
the government’s efforts to facilitate minorities. 
Christian community in Pakistan celebrated 
Christmas festival like elsewhere in the world 
on Friday. Special ceremonies were held in 
Churches across the country in which prayers 
were also be held for the solidarity and prosper-
ity of Pakistan. In his message on the occasion of 
Christmas, the President Dr. Arif Alvi felicitating 
the Christian community said as a Messenger of 
Allah, Jesus Christ (PBUH) is venerable not only 
to Christians but also to Muslims. He said that all 
citizens of the country enjoy the freedom of reli-
gion and worship under the constitution. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, in his message, said the 
Government is dedicated to preserve the sanc-
tity of existence and equality of opportunities 
enjoyed by all Pakistanis including minorities. 
He said that minorities are actively contribut-
ing to the development and prosperity of the 
country without any hindrance.Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi says all the minorities 
enjoy equal rights in Pakistan and the constitu-
tion of Pakistan is protector of their rights. In his 
message on the occasion of Christmas, he said in 
the neighboring country India, which claims to 
be secular and a champion of human rights, the 
minorities are being treated with discriminatory 
behaviour. APP

President calls upon 
children to study life of 

Quaid-e-Azam
President reiterates nation’s pledge to 
follow Quaid’s ideals to make Pakistan 

strong, prosperous country
ISLAMABAD 

President Dr Arif Alvi has urged the children to ex-
cel in every field of knowledge and skills by adher-
ing to the principles of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah and make the country rise. Addressing a 
ceremony in connection with Quaid’s birthday in 
Islamabad on Friday, he said great countries are 
built by strong and disciplined nations, which are 
committed to grow in every sphere of life with hard 
work, commitment and sincerity of purpose. The 
President called upon the children to study the life 
of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah as to how 
selflessly he struggled hard for the creation of Paki-
stan. The President urged the parents and teachers 
to help build strong character of the young gen-
eration right from their earlier age as they would 
turn out to be the next leaders of this country. He 
recalled the address of the Quaid-e-Azam on 11th 
of August 1947, wherein he promised that the 
minorities would be fully able to pursue their re-
ligions freely without any fear or persecution and 
the State should ensure the sanctity of places of 
worships like mosques, temples and churches. He 
said Quaid-e-Azam believed in justice for all and al-
ways stood for the oppressed and those who were 
weak and were being exploited. Resident Dr Arif 
Alvi said that all citizens of Pakistan enjoyed free-
dom of religion and worship under country’s con-
stitution and the government’s policies too were 
focused on creating harmony and cohesion among 
people of all faiths. “All citizens of the country en-
joy the freedom of religion and worship under the 
Pakistani constitution. Being equal citizens of the 
state, the government empowers them to develop 
their abilities to their fullest extent,” On this day, we 
pay tribute to Jesus Christ (PBUH) who was a sym-
bol of peace, brotherhood and respect for entire 
humanity. He not only healed the ailing humanity 
but preached the divine values of tolerance, love 
and compassion. VoM

China congratulates Pakistani award-
winning employees working on CPEC

BEIJING
China congratulated the 18 Pakistani award-winning em-

ployees working on CPEC projects including the Gwadar Port, 
energy and infrastructure. They were awarded in recognition 
of their contributions despite the challenge of Covid-19 pan-
demic. The Awarding ceremony for Outstanding Pakistani 
Staff of CPEC projects was held online this week. According 
to Mr. Wang Wenbin, the spokesperson of the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry, the CPEC is an important pilot project of the Belt and 
Road Initiative. Since its launch in 2013, it has maintained a 
positive momentum of development, making concrete contri-
butions to Pakistan’s national development and regional con-
nectivity. China will work together with Pakistan to build CPEC 
into a demonstration project of high quality BRI development 
and deliver greater benefit to the people in both countries 
and the rest of the region, the spokesperson added. The CPEC 
projects have achieved major progress despite the adversity 
challenge brought by COVID-19 pandemic. This was stated 
by Chinese Ambassador Nong Rong earlier on Monday at the 
online Awarding Ceremony. Asim Saleem Bajwa, Chairman 
CPEC Authority also attended the event and spoke about the 
important achievements of the CPEC during the recent years 
through joint efforts of the two governments. The ambassador 
noted that the CPEC staff has supported Pakistan’s drive in 
the fighting against COVID-19, ensuring economic stability, 
and well-being of the people. It has also continued to train 
high-quality talents for the country. They are outstanding 
representatives of Pakistani staff in all fields of CPEC coop-

eration and demonstrate the diversification of China-Pakistan 
cooperation in the new era, he added. The ambassador added, 
during the past 5 years since President Xi Jinping’s visit to 
Pakistan, the CPEC has achieved great success and made tre-
mendous contributions to the development of Pakistan and 
regional connectivity under the joint efforts of the govern-
ments, enterprises, and all walks of life from both countries. 
The SEZ will facilitate the potential investors from China and 
other countries to either start new enterprises or transfer 
their facilities to Pakistan, and all documentation process and 
other formalities will be done through one-window opera-
tion,” he said. the country’s federal government has approved 
4.3 billion rupees (some 26.82 million U.S. dollars) fund to 
construct a dedicated grid for the SEZ which would provide up 
to 250 megawatts of electricity at zero point of the project to 
be completed by 2023, and an additional 429 million rupees 
(2.67 million U.S. dollars) supply of up to 15 mmcfd gas at the 
doorstep of the project which was scheduled to be completed 
by December 2021. VoM

CPEC is an important flagship project of the 
Belt and Road Initiative: Wang Wenbin

Once again officers see a 
Black man and conclude 

that he’s criminal and 
dangerous

WASHINGTON
The fatal shooting of an unarmed 

Black man by police in Columbus, 
Ohio — the US city’s second such 
killing this month — sparked a 
fresh wave of protests on Thursday 
against racial injustice and po-
lice brutality in the country. Andre 
Maurice Hill, 47, was in the garage 
of a house on Monday night when he 
was shot several times by a police 
officer who had been called to the 
scene for a minor incident. Seconds 
before the gunfire, bodycam foot-
age shows Hill walking towards the 
policeman holding a cell phone in 
his left hand, while his other hand 
cannot be seen. Columbus police 
chief Thomas Quinlan announced on 
Thursday that he was moving to fire 
the officer, Adam Coy, on allegations 
of “critical misconduct”. “We have 
an officer who violated his oath to 
comply with the rules and policies 

of the Columbus Division of Police,” 
Quinlan said in a statement. “This vi-
olation cost an innocent man his life.” 
According to local media reports, Coy 
had previously received complaints 
of excessive force. Coy and his col-
league waited several minutes be-
fore approaching Hill, who was still 
alive, but died later. Hill, the second 
African-American killed by police in 
Columbus in less than three weeks, 
was not carrying a weapon. Casey 
Goodson Jr, 23, was shot several 
times on December 4 while return-
ing home. His family has said he was 
holding a sandwich which law en-
forcement mistook for a gun. Several 
dozen protestors gathered Thursday, 
waving Black Lives Matter signs and 
calling for justice for people killed 
in police shootings. The killings in 

Columbus come after a summer in 
which the US was rocked by historic 
protests against racial injustice and 
police brutality, sparked by the May 
killing of African-American man 
George Floyd. Floyd, also unarmed, 
suffocated beneath the knee of a 
white police officer in Minneapolis. 
Horrified passers-by filmed his 
death, with the footage swiftly going 
viral. “Once again officers see a Black 
man and conclude that he’s criminal 
and dangerous,” said lawyer Ben 
Crump, who defends several fami-
lies of police brutality victims in-
cluding Floyd’s, on Wednesday. He 
denounced a “tragic succession of of-
ficer-involved shootings.” Columbus 
Mayor Andrew Ginther said he 
was “outraged” by Hill’s death. He 
was “known to the residents of the 
home where his car was parked on 
the street,” he said Wednesday at a 
press conference, describing him as 
a “guest... not an intruder.” Ginther 
said he was “very disturbed” that the 
two police officers did not give first 
aid to Hill and called for Coy’s “im-
mediate termination.” Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan while paying rich 
tribute to Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah for his role in the creation of Pakistan has 
urged the nation to pay a befitting homage to 
“our great Quaid” by following his footsteps in 
all walks of lives. “Let us live the Quaid’s ideals 
of Unity, Faith and Discipline with a renewed 
national spirit so that we make this country rise 
above all seen and unseen challenges,” he said in 
a message on the occasion of the birth anniver-
sary of the founder of nation. The Prime Min-
ister said, “On this eventful day when Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was born, a proud 
nation was destined to come into being. “I feel 
blessed to have opened my eyes in a free envi-
ronment bestowed upon us by God through his 
chosen personality who was none other but our 
beloved Quaid,” he added. The Prime Minister 
said that Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
had a vision for the Muslims of the subcontinent 
which got translated in the shape of Pakistan. 
“Therefore, there is no other pleasure more real 
to us as a nation than the commemoration of 
his birthday. As a prime representative of whole 

nation, I owe immense gratitude, love and devo-
tion towards my beloved leader Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah,” he added. The Prime 
Minister said that in the modern history of man-
kind, there were a few people who garnered 
such a wide popularity as our Quaid did. “His 
determination to carve a nation out of chaos 
and relentless deprivation was miraculous and 
insuperable against all odds and challenges”, he 
added.. The Prime Minister said that Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah had a firm faith in 
God and His Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) which 
guided him through a long journey comprising 
of ordeals, deceptions and dejections but cul-
minating in grandeur, décor and eternity. “He is 
a role model not merely for us but for Muslims 
of whole world because of the universal vision 
he instilled in the creation of Pakistan.With 
the adorable actions which spoke louder than 
words, he became an actual prototype of hon-
esty and righteousness,” he added. The Prime 
Minister said, “We trace not a single discourse 
by our beloved Quaid on the innumerable sac-
rifices he made for the cause of his nascent na-

tion rather it is only through his actions that we 
learn of all those grieving losses he personally 
went through.” “Together, let us beseech Allah 
that He grants us strength to realize our des-
tiny of becoming the strongest nation on earth 
as rightly visualized by our Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah,” he maintained. Chairman 
Senate Standing Committee on Information and 
Broadcasting, Senator Faisal Javed says the gov-
ernment is committed to make the country as 
Quaid’s real Pakistan under the dynamic lead-
ership of Prime Minister Imran Khan. Address-
ing a ceremony in connection with Quaid’s birth 
day in Rawalpindi on Friday, he said we can 
make the country strong only through elimi-
nating corruption and money laundering from 
the society. Senator Faisal Javed said those who 
looted the national exchequer could not hood-
wink the people now. He said the incumbent 
government, under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, will rid the country of 
these political impurities. The Chairman Sen-
ate Standing Committee said Health Cards will 
be issued to the artist community soon. VoM

PM urges nation to pay homage to great Quaid by following his 
footsteps 

Political leadership expresses commitment to make country as Quaid’s real Pakistan

Pak-Egypt expresses 
commitment to expand 

sphere of bilateral 
engagement   

 FM underscores Economic diplomacy 
important part of diplomatic priorities 

Islamabad
Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi held a telephonic conversation with 
the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Mr. Sameh Has-
san Shoukry, today. The Foreign Ministers dis-
cussed ways to further strengthen and diversify 
bilateral relations and enhance collaboration in 
multilateral organizations. They also discussed 
regional developments and global issues of mu-
tual interest. Foreign Minister Qureshi briefed 
his counterpart on developments in IIOJK, and 
underlined the need for the international com-
munity to take steps to address the grave situa-
tion. In this regard, he thanked Egypt for cooper-
ation during the 47th Session of the OIC Council 
of Foreign Ministers in Niamey, in November 
2020. The two Foreign Ministers agreed to con-
tinue engaging on regional and global issues 
and working to enhance Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi says economic diplomacy 
is an important part of our diplomatic priori-
ties. Chairing an important meeting regarding 
economic diplomacy in Islamabad today (Fri-
day), he said establishment of the Economic 
Diplomacy Division will be implemented soon.  
The Foreign Minister also stressed the need for 
harmonizing the diplomacy as per the modern 
requirements. He said use of latest technology is 
need of the hour which will be ensured in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  During the meet-
ing, various aspects related to the promotion of 
economic diplomacy came under consideration. 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi says 
all the minorities enjoy equal rights in Pakistan 
and the constitution of Pakistan is protector of 
their rights .In his message on the occasion of 
Christmas, he said in the neighboring country 
India, which claims to be secular and a cham-
pion of human rights, the minorities are be-
ing treated with discriminatory behavior. VoM



Saturday December 26, 2020

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Editor-in-Chief: Amna Malik
Editor: Muhammad Hassam

Assistant Editor:Syed Mushahid Naqvi
Phone: + 92 51 2814017 Offce # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee 

Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

  Modi’s Political Stunt

A mid the peaceful turned violent farmers’ protests in India, Indian 
Prime Minister Modi yet again played a political stunt by an un-
scheduled visit to a Sikh temple showcasing his support for the 
prominent Sikh leaders of the farmer’s protests. In the photo-
graphs taken, Modi was seen kneeling in respect and having pic-
tures taken with the visitors, while the community is leading a 

massive protest across the country against his very own updated farm reforms. 
The public knows that Modi’s surprise visit was no other than a political stunt 
to make sure his governance isn’t compromised. Sikhs in India and abroad have 
protested against the latest measures to liberate agriculture markets that they fear 
would disintegrate farm incomes by giving a more prominent say to profit pursu-
ing private com panies, rather than guaranteeing a base value like in government-
controlled discount markets. India’s Farmers have long been a crucial voting block 
for parties, and the controversy has certainly divided the parties. But the row is 
partly also the result of how the two bills were passed. Despite repeated requests 
from the opposition, the governing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has refused to 
extend the debate over the, or refer it to a special committee, where members 
could discuss it and refine it further.Moreover, India is a secularized country, one 
which incorporates people of different ethnicities, and for someone to become 
a Prime Minister of such a country; they must have two important identities of 
secularism and social justice. In the case of Modi, his hatred towards any other 
community except for Hindus cannot be ignored because Modi represents India’s 
BharatiyaJanta Party (BJP) which has a prominent Hindutva ideology. Which be-
came a basis for several Sikh suicides and murders. And by using that very ideology, 
India’s leader is now attempting to restyle the country towards autocracy. When 
the BJP stands for elections, it does not merely stand against other parties on 
policy grounds. It stands to challenge the secular constitutional order on which 
the Indian Republic was founded.

Afghan Peace Process

A fghan Peace Process is in a crucial stage as several developments 
outside and within Afghanistan are likely to have an impact on 
negotiations. A new administration entering the White House 
in January, and it is still unclear if Joe Biden will proceed with 
Donald Trump’s policy of a negotiated settlement and pulling 
American troops out of Afghanistan, or embrace an alternative 

path. Moreover, there is minimal progress in peace talks between the Afghan gov-
ernment and the Taliban, however, the way that negotiations are proceeding is in 
itself positive. This is particularly evident because both sides continue to talk about 
peace and make war simultaneously. Considering all these factors, For Pakistan, 
there are different advantages of encouraging peace in Afghanistan. The recent visit 
to Pakistan by a Taliban delegation carries much weight.On Friday, the delegation 
representing the Doha-based Taliban Political Commission driven by Mullah Abdul 
Ghani Baradar met Prime Minister Imran Khan in Islamabad. Both sides talked 
about advancement on the Afghan peace process, the Prime Minister emphasized 
the fact that there is “no military solution for the conflict in Afghanistan”. Almost 
twenty years after the US invaded Afghanistan, and the Taliban waged war against 
foreign forces, this fact is evident. For now, it is the responsibility of the Afghan 
government and the Taliban to take the peace process forward and achieve a solu-
tion. This will be strenuousbut a genuine negotiated settlement is the only way 
for Afghanistan to experience stability and peace.Foreign forcesmust help along 
the way by not meddling in its internal affairs and encouraging dialogue between 
Afghan groups, it is the nation’s inner stakeholders, the government, the Taliban, 
and ethnic/tribal leaders, who hold the key to peace. That’s why Kabul and the 
Taliban must invest efforts to make the peace process succeed, or risk broadening 
Afghanistan’s war.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Are we obeying International Humanitarian law?

“Charity is incumbent on each person every 
day. It is acting justly between two persons, say-
ing a good wood, every step you take to do the 
prayer, removing a harmful thing, and showing 

the way”.          (The Holy Prophet PBUH)

I nternational humanitarian law forms a major 
part of public international law an comprises 
the rules which in times of armed conflict 
seek to protect people who are not or are no 
longer taking part in the hostilities and to 
restrict the methods and means of warfare 

employed. The expressions, international humani-
tarian law, law of armed conflicts or law of war, may 
be regarded as equivalents. International organi-
zations, universities and ever states tend to favour 
international humanitarian law, whereas the other 
two expressions are more commonly used by the 
armed forces.International humanitarian law, the 
law of armed conflict or law of war are combination 
of two types oflaw. First one is the “Law of Geneva” 
which is designed to safeguard military person-
nel who are no longer  taking part in the fighting 
and people not actively involved in hostilities like 
civilians. Second one is the “Law of Hogue” which 
establishes the rights and obligations of belliger-
ents in the conduct of military operations and limits 

the means of harming the enemy.The both types of 
international humanitarian law draw their names 
from the cities where each was initially codified.
With the adoption of the additional protocols of 
1977 which combine both branches (types) that dis-
tinction is nowmerely havehistorical perspectives.  
International humanitarian law can be classify or 
rank in various branches like:Refugee law, Human 
Rights Law, Law governing the peaceful settlement 
of conflicts, Maritime law,Environmental Law and 
law governing diplomatic relations. These were the 
few well known branches, there are many others as 
well.We are discussing the definition, branch and 
the laws on which international humanitarian law 
is based but the more important thing is the reason 
or circumstances behind the establishment of in-
ternational humanitarian law. History witness that 
there were rules based on customs that regulated 
armed conflict, then bilateral treaties drafted in 
varying degree of detail gradually came into force. 
The belligerents sometimes ratified them after the 
fighting was over. There were also regulations which 
states issued to their troops. The law then applica-
ble in armed conflicts was thus limited in both time 
and space in that it was valid for only one battle or 
specific conflict. All these reasons led to the forma-
tion of a Humanitarian law.The purpose of inter-
national humanitarian law is to limit the suffering 
caused by war, protecting and assisting its victims 
as for possible. It regulates only those aspects of 
the conflict which are of humanitarian concern.At 
the end of 2003, almost all the world’s states to be 
precise were party to Geneva conventions means 
were bound to follow the rules of international 
humanitarian law.There may raise a question that 

many of the people from civil society talks about  
human rights, so what is this humanitarian law to 
cope with? Actually both are complementary as to 
protect lives, Health, and dignity of individuals but 
Humanitarian law applies in situations of armed 
conflicts whereas human rights or at least some 
of them protect the individuals at all times. There 
may be many other laws to protect humanity among 
countries internally but the real thing is the imple-
mentation element whether they are human rights 
or Humanitarian law.If we look into the past the first 
world war   witnessed the use of methods of warfare 
which were   not completely new and were deployed 
on an unprecedented scale. The second world war 
(1939-1945) saw civilians and military personnel 
killed in equal numbers as against a ratio of 1:10 
in the first world war. Presently we see the pathetic 
condition in Afghanistan, IRAQ, Palestine, Libya , 
Indian occupied Kashmir and many other countries 
but the common thing which can be clearly observed 
is the Islamic aspect as the violations are  just been 
practiced in Islamic countries. In some cases the in-
ternal elements of a country are the reasons for this 
violation, most commonly in the countries which are 
under this new trend of “Democratic Revolution”, 
But the countries like, IRAQ, Afghanistan, Kashmir, 
Palestine are facing the prejudice behaviourby those 
who rank themselves as the most civilised people.

Harry Styles includes surprise celebrity guest in new music video
LONDON

Harry Styles is about to drop his music video 
for Treat People With Kindness, and it in-
cludes a cameo from none other than beloved 
actress Phoebe Waller-Bridge.It’s a collabora-
tion that has fans incredibly excited.A trailer 
for the music video dropped today, causing 
both One Direction fans and lovers of the show 
Fleabag to join forces. In the black and white 
promo, Harry is seen standing on top of a din-
ing table as he serenades Phoebe.No news on 
when the actual film clip with actually drop, 
but we can assume it’ll be just in time for it 
to be a Christmas miracle. It comes after the 
star defended himself over comments from 
US commentator Candace Owens who said 
he wasn’t “manly” for wearing a dress on a 
magazine cover.Styles shared a photo of him-
self in another feminine outfit on Instagram 
with the caption “bring back manly men”.
Candace initially said that Styles wearing a 
dress on the cover of US Vogue’s December 
issue was an “outright attack” on masculinity 
in western society.“There is no society that 
can survive without strong men. The east 
knows this. In the west, the steady feminisa-
tion of our men at the same time that Marxism 
is being taught to our children is not a coinci-
dence,” Owens wrote on Twitter.“It is an out-
right attack. Bring back manly men.” “Mining 
pictures on the internet of men in dresses is 
not going to suddenly make me attracted to 
men in dresses,” Owens said in defence.“I’m 

impervious to woke culture. Showing me 50 
examples of something won’t make it any less 
stupid.”The Watermelon Sugar star received 
hundreds of thousands of positive comments 
after posting his retaliation.“A real man will 
eat a banana and make direct eye contact with 
you,” fashion author Derek Blasberg com-

mented on the post.Designer Marc Jacobs also 
commented, leaving three black hearts on the 
post.Owens also left comments on the post, 
writing: “Thank God you agree. Harry Styles 
promoting Candace Owens.”“He looks great! 
He just doesn’t look masculine,” she said in 
another comment.

NASA Helps Bring Airport 
Communications into the Digital Age

CALIFORNIA
Some of the best entertainment at the 

airport is all the action outside the win-
dow. Loaded luggage carriers zip past 
on their way to planes. Fuel trucks come 
and go. Catering trucks restock galleys. 
During winter, de-icing crews and snow-
plows add to the bustle.This organized 
chaos is overseen by the ground-control 
managers as part of an airport-wide ef-
fort to ensure the safety of all ground op-
erations. And as air travel has increased, 
the challenge of keeping track of all the 
moving parts has only grown.However, a 
digital, wireless airport communications 
system developed in part by NASA is now 
poised to change the game.For decades, 
airports have relied mainly on voice 
communications over unsecured radio 
frequencies, with landline phone calls 
as the only secure backup option. Going 
forward, the Aeronautical Mobile Aircraft 
Communication System (AeroMACS) will 
allow Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) staff in control towers to send 
safety-critical information digitally and 
securely – and should lead to shorter wait 
times on the tarmac. Just how far airport 
technology had fallen behind became too 
obvious to ignore when consumer cel-

lular service became widely available.
Passengers on the tarmac have high-speed 
data connections on their phones, “but the 
bandwidth available to a pilot on the flight 
deck for communications is under kilobits 
per second,” said Declan Byrne, president 
of the Worldwide Interoperability for 
Microwave Access (WiMAX) Forum.The 
forum, an independent industry group 
established to support and advocate for 
the adoption of AeroMACS technology, 
also certifies the new hardware created 
for airports. The FAA and other air-traf-
fic-control authorities around the world, 
along with NASA, participate in the forum.
AeroMACS will eventually phase out the 
use of voice communication as the pri-
mary method of information sharing for 
airport ground operations. 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Mexico has received an initial shipment 
of 3,000 doses of the US-German Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine.The country has one of the 
highest pandemic death tolls in the world, 
behind only the US, Brazil and India.A short 
time later on Thursday, Chile and Costa Rica 
also began administering Pfizer-BioNTech. 
Argentina also plans to start inoculations 
in the next few days but has chosen the 
Russian-produced vaccine Sputnik V for 
its initial phase, with a delivery of 300,000 
doses arriving in the capital Buenos Aires 
on Thursday morning.Brazil, which has re-
corded the highest number of deaths in the 
region, is not due to start until mid-Febru-
ary despite a recent surge in the number of 
cases.President Jair Bolsonaro says he is not 
planning to be inoculated. He believes he 
has developed immunity against coronavi-
rus as he tested positive earlier this year. In 
Mexico, María Irene Ramirez, 59, the head 

of the intensive care unit at Ruben Leñero 
Hospital in Mexico City, was the first to vol-
unteer to be vaccinated.“We are afraid, but 
we have to move on... and I want to stay in 
the line of fire,” she said afterwards, accord-
ing to El Universal newspaper. The first 3,000 
doses - of 34 million purchased - arrived in 
Mexico on Wednesday from Belgium, where 
they are being manufactured.Footage of 
the launch was broadcast during President 
Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s televised 
morning news conference.The Mexican gov-
ernment says it wants to vaccinate all health 
workers fighting the pandemic by the end 
of the first quarter of 2021.The country has 
recorded more than 1.3 million infections 
so far, with at least 121,000 Covid-related 
deaths, according to Johns Hopkins univer-
sity. Chile has had nearly 600,000 confirmed 
cases and more than 16,300 deaths; Costa 
Rica - nearly 163,000 cases and over 2,000 
deaths; and Argentina - nearly 1.6 million 
cases and more than 42,300 deaths.Chile’s 

President, Sebastian Piñera, described the 
start of his country’s national coronavirus 
immunisation programme as a moment of 
hope and excitement. Argentina’s health au-
thorities earlier this week had given Russia’s 
Sputnik V vaccine “emergency” authorisa-
tion - the first Latin American nation to 
do so.On Thursday, the first 300,000 doses 
were flown in from Moscow to Buenos Aires. 
Argentine President Alberto Fernández has 
pledged to get a Sputnik V jab to prove the 
vaccine is safe after criticism in the West and 
in Russia itself that it was registered even 
before large-scale clinical trials.“There was 
some scepticism, but as we always say we 
do not want to get entangled in any type of 
discussion other than preserving the health 
of Argentines,” said cabinet minister Santiago 
Cafiero.Russia has rejected the criticism, ac-
cusing the West of attempting to get rid of a 
rival on the world’s lucrative vaccine market.
Argentina has so far reported more than 1.5 
million infections, with more than 42,000 

Covid
Mexico, Chile and Costa Rica begin mass vaccination
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Eight months after the United States 
enters World War I on behalf of the 
Allies, President Woodrow Wilson an-
nounces the nationalization of a large 
majority of the country’s railroads 
under the Federal Possession and 

Control Act.The U.S. entry into the war in April 1917 
coincided with a downturn in the fortunes of the na-
tion’s railroads: rising taxes and operations costs, 
combined with prices that were fixed by law, had 
pushed many railroad companies into receivership 
as early as late 1915. A year later, in a last-minute 
bill passed through Congress, Wilson had forced the 
railroad management to accept union demands for 
an eight-hour work day. Still, many skilled workers 
were leaving the cash-poor railroads to work in the 
booming armaments industry or to enlist in the war 
effort.By the end of 1917, it seemed that the existing 
railroad system was not up to the task of supporting 
the war effort and Wilson decided on nationalization. 
Two days after his announcement, the United States 
Railroad Administration (USRA) seized control. 
William McAdoo, Wilson’s secretary of the treasury, 
was appointed Director General of Railroads. The 
railroads were subsequently divided into three di-
visions—East, West and South. Passenger services 

were streamlined, eliminating a significant amount 
of inessential travel. Over 100,000 new railroad cars 
and 1,930 steam engines were ordered–designed to 
the latest standards–at a total cost of $380 million.In 
March 1918, the Railroad Control Act was passed into 
law. It stated that within 21 months of a peace treaty, 

the railroads would be returned by the government 
to their owners and that the latter would be compen-
sated for the usage of their property. Consequently, 
the USRA was disbanded two years later, in March 
1920, and the railroads became private property 
once again.

U.S. government takes over control of nation’s railroads
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William and Kate wish for ‘bet-
ter 2021 Christmas message

NEWYORK
Prince William and Kate Middleton have assured peo-
ple feeling isolated or grieving on Christmas Day they 
are not alone.The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
issued a tribute to those who are enduring a dif-
ficult festive season.The coronavirus pandemic has 
wrought havoc and heartbreak on people’s lives in 
the UK and around the world.In a sombre message, 
the royals said wishing people a Merry Christmas 
‘didn’t feel right this year’ as they shared their hopes 
for a ‘better 2021.’The couple’s tribute acknowledged 
people will spend today alone, ill, grieving, or working 
on the pandemic frontlines.Their Kensington Royal 
official account also tweeted pictures of people work-
ing through the festive season, paying tribute to those 
struggling as well as the Christmas Day workforce.
Their message said: “This Christmas our thoughts are 
with those of you who are spending today alone, those 
of you who are mourning the loss of a loved one, and 
those of you on the frontline who are still mustering 
the energy to put your own lives on hold to look after 
the rest of us.”William and Kate added: “Wishing a 
merry Christmas doesn’t feel right this year, so instead 
we’re wishing for a better 2021.“For those struggling 
today, there is support available: @GiveUsAShout @
MindCharity @samaritans @theCALMzone.”The 
Cambridges are spending Christmas Day apart from 
the rest of the royal family this year, in keeping with 
the UK’s coronavirus restrictions. VoM

Ariana spreads holiday 
with children’s hospital 

NEW YORK
Newly-engaged Ariana Grande spread some holi-
day cheer at UCLA Mattel Children’s Hospital by 
donating gifts to patients and their families.Ariana 
and her new fiance Dalton Gomez scoured a gift 
list to choose presents for each age and develop-
mental level for patients across both of the hos-
pital’s locations in Westwood and Santa Monica, 
California, while patients and staff were also 
treated to meals and pizza.“Our patients are in 
love! Especially our Ariana Grande ‘superfans” 
in the house,” Kelli Carroll, director of the Chase 
Child Life program at UCLA Mattel Children’s 
Hospital, said in a statement. “We are thankful 
for all our wonderful partners who have donated 
in the past couple of weeks, including Ariana 
Grande, and for serving the needs of our hospital-
ised children. ”This pandemic may have changed 
how we do things, but we look for the same result 
– to alleviate the stresses of hospitalisation and 
bring joy to our kids.” Ariana announced her en-
gagement to real estate beau Dalton last weekend, 
while also showing off her stunning diamond and 
pearl engagement ring in the process.VoM

Cressida Bonas organised wed-
ding in two weeks

NEW YORK
The 31-year-old actress married Harry 
Wentworth-Stanley in an intimate ceremony in 
July after the coronavirus pandemic put paid to 
their original plans, and despite a series of mishaps 
- including getting lost on her way to the church, 
rain, stepping in a puddle as she got out of the car, 
and a stye on her eye - and restrictions including 
no singing allowed at the service, Cressida still 
had her dream day.She wrote in an article for The 
Spectator: “I had a lockdown wedding. A 30-per-
son, socially-distanced, sanitised church service 
was organised in under two weeks. Restrictions 
meant no hymns, no wind instruments and no 
speaking too loudly. A disappointment for a musi-
cal family.“Not what we’d envisaged, but a more 
intimate and special day than we could ever have 
imagined. Imperfect yet perfect — a day we will 
never forget..“I saw Harry’s face, and everything 
fell into place. The Covid regulations, the uncer-
tainty, the plans that got turned upside down, all 
were gone when I took Harry’s hand.”But the “only 
sad part of an otherwise happy day” was that all 
of her family couldn’t be present because the cou-
ple - who have 22 siblings between them - were 
restricted to a guest list of just 30.VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

Islamabad United, the winner of the 
first and third edition of Pakistan Super 
League (PSL), has announced today that 
Johan Botha will be the head coach of the 
franchise for the sixth edition of the tour-
nament. Botha had previously worked as 
the fielding coach for Islamabad United in 
PSL 2.The former South African interna-
tional played over a hundred matches for 
his national team, including 21 games as 
the captain of the Proteas. He took 126 
wickets in his international career and 
played over 200 T20 matches in leagues 
all around the world including the Big 
Bash, Indian Premier League (IPL), the 
Caribbean Premier League and in South 
Africa. Since retiring from international 
cricket he has been part of the coach-
ing staff at Islamabad United prior to 
taking the Head Coach role at Guyana 
Amazon Warriors in the CPL. Regarding 

his appointment Botha said: “I am very 
happy to be back at Islamabad United, 
the franchise where I got my first taste 
of the Pakistan Super League at PSL 2.  
Since then I have had different experi-
ences at the PSL as well as a range of 
coaching stints at various tournaments 
around the world. My plan is to bring all 

these experiences together and hope-
fully create another memorable PSL for 
Islamabad United.” Ali Naqvi, the owner 
of the franchise, said, “Johan was part of 
our team back in 2017 and his subse-
quent success across the world in T20 
leagues would not be a surprise to any-
one who had seen him work back then. 

Staff Report
LONDON

The Argentine had to come off as soon 
as the second half got underway in 
Sunday’s 2-0 home loss and the 24-year-
old will miss the festive fixtures when 
Spurs play three times in seven days.

But midfielder Tanguy Ndombele is 
available after missing the 3-1 win 
at Stoke City in Wednesday’s League 
Cup quarter-final.“Gio no, he will not 
be fit,” Mourinho told reporters ahead 
of Sunday’s trip to Wolverhampton 
Wanderers.“I don’t know (when he 

will return), he will not be playing in 
this period of Christmas and New Year 
for sure.“Tanguy is fit but he didn’t 
come to Stoke. My decision, but he is 
fit.”Harry Kane has played the full 90 
minutes in the last four matches but 
Mourinho said he will ignore calls to 
rest the striker who has been involved 
in 19 league goals this season.“I hope 
he plays the next match again. It was 
Wednesday, the next match is Sunday,” 
Mourinho added.“A player like him 
that works hard and takes good care 
of himself with a great professional 
life, I believe in three days he will be 
ready to play against Wolves.”Spurs 
were top of the league earlier this 
month but have slipped to sixth after 
picking up one point in their last 
three games.Mourinho said it would 
not get easier even though they are 
facing teams from the bottom half in 
Fulham and Leeds United after Wolves.

Govt to convert a 12-year-old grant 
into equity in a questionable deal

Bureau Report
KARACHI

A cabinet body has approved to sell majority 
stake in a government-owned company to the 
United Kingdom through its controlled entity by 
converting a 12-year-old “grant” into equity in a 
legally questionable manner and despite strong 
opposition from the Ministry of Finance.The 
Economic Coordination Committee of the Cabinet 
on Thursday approved to sell 51% stakes in the 
Pakistan Credit Guarantee Company (PCGC) 
to Karandaaz Pakistan.The UK’s Department 
for International Development and Bill Gates 
Melinda Foundation own the Karandaaz – an en-
tity that is set up to give small loans.The ECC also 
endorsed in principle the Rs739 billion Karachi 
Transformation Plan. The plan did not require 
any vetting of the ECC. The ECC also allowed 
the Water and Power Development Authority 
(Wapda) to float $500 million Eurobond for rais-
ing money for Diamer Bhasha dam.“The ECC also 
approved the change in the shareholding struc-
ture of the PCGC,” the Ministry of Finance said 
in a statement. According to the new structure, 
the shareholding of the government of Pakistan 
in the company has been reduced to 49% from 
the earlier 70%.The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 

has been managing the Credit Guarantee Scheme 
(CGS) for Small and Rural Enterprises in collabo-
ration with the UK’s Department for International 
Development (DFID) since 2010.However, the 
ECC decision is not only legally questionable but 
it has also raised the transparency concerns in 
the deal, according to the sources.The UK had 
provided £50 million as grant or Rs2 billion in 
2008 to support small and medium companies 
in Pakistan. The agreement had been signed 
in July 2008 between the DFID, the Economic 
Affairs Division and the SBP.However, through 
an amendment letter signed in January 2015, 
after closure of the programme, all unspent 
funds were either to be reverted to the DFID or 
be provided to the DFID’s enterprise.“Any clause 
signed subsequently that runs counter to the 
main/primary agreement within the MoU is ab-
initio invalid,” the Ministry of Finance documents 
said.“The DFID intends to become a shareholder 
of the PCGC by utilising the aforesaid grant al-
located for Credit Guarantee Scheme as its own 
equity in the PCGC, including the amount of 
markup on the grant amount,” the August 2020 
office memorandum of the Ministry of Finance 
said.“The Finance Division is of the view that the 
MoU between EAD, SBP and DFID was a grant 
agreement. Grants are one way transactions. 
They may be tied to specific utilisation but are 
not refundable. If they are otherwise, they are not 

a grant,” said the official documents.Yet the ECC 
went ahead with the plan to convert grants into 
equity of a foreign country. The sources said the 
decision to convert grants into equity of a foreign 
country could land the government in trouble.
The UK had provided Rs2 billion equivalent grant 
and the government approved to transfer Rs4.1 
billion worth of shares to the DFID-sponsored 
firm by not only returning the grant money but 
also giving up interest earned on the grant, ac-
cording to the Finance Ministry sources.“In view 
of the Finance Division proprietary rights of the 
grant money and markup earned rest with the 
government of Pakistan and cannot be utilized as 
equity of some other entity,” the Finance Ministry 
documents said.

Bureau Report
Dubai

China has launched an antitrust investigation 
into Alibaba Group and will summon the tech gi-
ant’s Ant Group affiliate to meet in coming days, 
regulators said on Thursday, in the latest blow 
for Jack Ma’s e-commerce and fintech empire.
The probe is part of an accelerating crackdown 
on anticompetitive behavior in China’s booming 
internet space, and the latest setback for Ma, the 
56-year-old former school teacher who founded 
Alibaba and became China’s most famous entre-
preneur.It follows China’s dramatic suspension 
last month of Ant’s planned $37 billion initial 
public offering, which had been on track to be 
the world’s largest, just two days before shares 
were due to begin trading in Shanghai and Hong 
Kong.In a strongly worded editorial, the ruling 
Communist Party’s People’s Daily said that if 
“monopoly is tolerated, and companies are al-
lowed to expand in a disorderly and barbarian 
manner, the industry won’t develop in a healthy, 
and sustainable way.”Shares in Alibaba fell nearly 
9 percent in Hong Kong, their lowest since July, 

while rivals Meituan and JD.com both fell more 
than 2 percent.Regulators have warned Alibaba 
about the so-called “choosing one from two” 
practice under which merchants are required 
to sign exclusive cooperation pacts preventing 
them from offering products on rival platforms.
The State Administration for Market Regulation 
(SAMR) said on Thursday that it had launched a 
probe into the practice. Financial regulators will 
also meet with Alibaba’s Ant Group fintech arm in 
coming days, according to a separate statement 
by the People’s Bank of China on Thursday, cast-
ing another cloud over a potential revival of the 
share sale.The meeting would “guide Ant Group 
to implement financial supervision, fair competi-
tion and protect the legitimate rights and interests 
of consumers,” the statement said.Ant said it had 
received a notice from regulators and would “com-
ply with all regulatory requirements.” Alibaba said 
it would cooperate with the investigation and that 
its operations remained normal.Fred Hu, chair-
man of Primavera Capital Group in Hong Kong, 
an Ant investor, said global markets would watch 
to see whether the moves were “politically moti-

vated” and whether regulators targeted private 
but not state monopolies.“It would be a tragedy if 
the antitrust law should be seen as ‘targeting’ suc-
cessful private tech companies only,” he said.Ma 
has kept out of the public eye since a late October 
forum in Shanghai where he blasted China’s regu-
latory system, accusing it of stifling innovation in 
a speech that stung officials and set off a chain of 
events that led to the shelving of Ant’s IPO.The 
practice of requiring a merchant to sell exclusively 
on one platform, which Alibaba has defended in 
the past, has long been a source of friction.

Dubai sees surge in bank financing, new fintech firms in 2020

Italy’s Eni an-
nounces new 

oil discovery in 
Egypt

Bureaau Report
ISTANBUL

Italian company Eni, which spe-
cializes in exploration and energy, 
on Wednesday announced the dis-
covery of a new oil well in Egypt’s 
Western Desert.The discovery will 
increase the production capacity 
in the Maliha concession area by 
10,000 barrels of oil per day.The 
company said the oil well was in 
the Maliha concession and was in-
vestigated through the Arcadia 9 
exploration well at the main south-
ern Arcadia base, located 1.5 kilom-
eters south of the main Arcadia field 
under production.Eni added that 
two wells were drilled for develop-
ment after the discovery: Arcadia 
10 and Arcadia 11. The two wells 
share the same connection between 
oil and water in the discovered res-
ervoir, Arcadia 9.The Maliha con-
cession is distributed among the 
IEOC subsidiary of Eni with a 38 
percent stake, a 12 percent stake 
for Lukoil and 50 percent for the 
General Petroleum Corporation. Eni 
is classified as a major producer of 
oil and gas in Egypt, with a current 
production rate of hydrocarbons 
around 320,000 barrels of oil equiv-
alent per day.Egyptian Minister of 
Petroleum and Mineral Resources 
Tarek El-Molla recently described 
Eni as a strategic partner for Egypt, 
saying cooperation between the two 
countries was set to grow and that 
there were many upcoming projects 
with Eni.

Bureau Report
JEDDAH

L’Oreal Middle East has put together a new pro-
gram for Saudis called Stretch and Tech, which aims 
to support new graduates.The 145-hour program 
exposes students to the global brand’s digital and 
marketing directions across the company’s major 
divisions.L’Oreal is also offering CV-building work-
shops for university students, as well as business 
talks on the fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG) 
sector and career paths.“Supporting university stu-
dents in developing their careers and enhancing 
their employability is key to us, and we are now 
working on expanding the programs to reach as 
many universities as possible in Saudi Arabia,” said 
Jean-Dominique de Ravignan, the brand’s human 
resources director in the Middle East.In addition 
to universities such as the University of Business 
and Technology, Effat, Dar Al-Hekma and the King 
Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals, L’Oreal 
is pursuing major accredited academies such as 
the Misk Academy and MBSC College to attract 
candidates.“Our strategy across the globe and in 
Saudi Arabia is to always attract both males and 
females to work at L’Oreal, as we offer exciting and 
enriching career opportunities within the differ-
ent functions such as operations, finance, market-

ing, commercial etc.,” De Ravignan said.This year, 
L’Oreal Middle East was named one of the most 
attractive student employers in the UAE and Saudi 
Arabia by the Universum Talent Survey 2020. The 
ranking were drawn from a survey conducted be-
tween October 2019 and April 2020, with over 
13,500 students in 61 universities across the UAE 
and Saudi Arabia. In the Kingdom, L’Oréal Middle 
East jumped 31 rankings from last year to become 
the number two employer among Business and 
Natural science students.In 2019, L’Oreal Middle 
East took in 29 interns who joined their flagship 
fulltime. During the pandemic, student engage-
ment has witnessed a considerable 22 percent 
increase from last year, attracting 16,283 CVs, 
the highest number to date.L’Oreal’s digital trans-
formation began long before COVID-19, through 
utilizing social media platforms to connect with 
audiences and clients alike. “During COVID-19, our 
digital strategy has helped us maintain a gradu-
ate population of 44 (up four from 2019) in the 
region despite the challenges. In total, we hired 19 
new graduates across the GCC (Gulf Cooperation 
Council) this year,” De Ravignan said.L’Oreal fo-
cuses on employee upskilling and career devel-
opment to maintain employee satisfaction.By 
providing workshops and training, employees 

become more empowered through knowledge and 
keeping up to date with the industry’s ever-chang-
ing trends. Aside from that, L’Oreal has allocated 
its first management trainee in the Kingdom, who 
will be rotating between Jeddah and Dubai.It hopes 
to sustain its pandemic momentum and further 
engage students. L’Oreal is also working on a “GCC-
ization” program to expand its regional population.
Remi Chadapaux, regional managing director of 
the Paris-based company, told Arab News in July 
that the Middle East is central to L’Oreal’s global 
strategy. It has been in the region since 1960, and 
now employs 520 people in the GCC region, selling 
around 30 of its own branded products and oth-
ers from its international catalogue of some of the 
best-known names in the beauty business.

L’Oreal launches new program to support Saudi graduates

Bureau Report
MIAMI

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said on Thursday talk of Manchester United 
winning their first Premier League title since 2013 will remain out 
of bounds among  him and his players.The 47-year-old Norwegian 
finds himself now being praised after guiding United into third 
place in the table — five points off leaders Liverpool — hav-
ing been favored for the sack earlier in the season.United could 
move into second if they beat Leicester, who presently occupy 
that place, on Saturday.Solskjaer takes them to the Foxes on the 
back of reaching the League Cup semifinals — where they will 
meet holders Manchester City.“There is noise around Man United 
anyway, so for us it’s about improving as a team, taking one game 
at a time — and we have to, that’s the name of the game,” said 
Solskjaer when asked about the title.“That is the only way that 
you are going to challenge for anything at the end of the season 
anyway so it’s not something that we talk about.”Solskjaer — who 
guided United to three semifinals last season — said being com-
plimented added another factor for him and the players to deal 
with.“The only thing that we talk about and focus on is improving 
day by day and learning, and how to deal with certain situations,” 
he said. Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said on Thursday talk of Manchester 
United winning their first Premier League title since 2013 will 
remain out of bounds among  him and his players.The 47-year-old 
Norwegian finds himself now being praised after guiding United 
into third place in the table — five points off leaders Liverpool 
— having been favored for the sack earlier in the season.United 
could move into second if they beat Leicester, who presently oc-
cupy that place, on Saturday.Solskjaer takes them to the Foxes on 
the back of reaching the League Cup semifinals — where they will 
meet holders Manchester City.“There is noise around Man United 
anyway, so for us it’s about improving as a team, taking one game 
at a time — and we have to, that’s the name of the game,” said 
Solskjaer when asked about the title.“That is the only way that 
you are going to challenge for anything at the end of the season 
anyway so it’s not something that we talk about.”

ECC approves 51% stake sale in state company to UK

Tottenham’s Lo Celso out until new year

Talk of title is for others not 
Solskjaer’s United

Islamabad United appoint Johan Botha as head coach for PSL 6
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Russian rouble climbs to one-
week high, crossing 90 mark 

vs euro
Bureau Report

MOSCOW/ SHANGHAI 
China stocks rose on Friday to post 
weekly gains, as the Brexit deal 
helped lift sentiment and as investors 
cheered Beijing’s continued policy 
support. The blue-chip CSI300 index 
rose 0.8%, to 5,042.01, while the 
Shanghai Composite Index closed 1% 
higher at 3,396.56. The tech-heavy 
start-up board ChiNext firmed 0.7%, 
while the STAR50 index inched up 
0.1%. Leading the gains on Friday, the 
CSI300 materials index and CSI300 
healthcare index jumped 3.2% and 
2.5%, respectively. Britain clinched a 
narrow Brexit trade deal with the Eu-
ropean Union on Thursday, just seven 
days before it exits one of the world’s 
biggest trading blocs in its most sig-
nificant global shift since the loss of 
empire. Also helping soothe worries 
over the country’s corporate bond 
defaults, China’s central bank said it 
will step up its regulation of the bond 
market in line with the law, vowing 
“zero tolerance” towards illegal activi-

ties. For the week, SSEC added 0.1%, 
while CSI300 index firmed 0.8%, hov-
ering near a five-year high, as Beijing 
pledged further support for its econ-
omy. In the annual Central Economic 
Work Conference, a gathering of top 
leaders and policymakers to chart 
the economy’s course in 2021, China 
said it would maintain support for its 
economic recovery, avoiding a sudden 
shift in policy, to help keep growth 
within a reasonable range in 2021. 
Looking into 2021, the Shanghai in-
dex could hit the 4,000-point level 
thanks to China’s solid economic re-
covery and continued policy support, 
Southwest Securities said in a report. 
The brokerage recommended cyclical 
firms and companies in the clean en-
ergy chain as Beijing pledges “carbon 
neutralization”. The Russian rouble 
firmed to a one-week high in light 

trade on Friday, crossing the 90 mark 
against the euro with the help of high-
er oil prices and month-end taxes that 
usually prompt companies convert 
their foreign currency.  At 0706 GMT, 
the rouble was 0.4% stronger against 
the dollar at 73.65, paring losses of 
the past week but trading still far 
away from levels of around 61 seen in 
early 2020 before the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit Russia. Against the euro, 
the rouble added 0.2% to 89.91 . The 
rouble regained ground this week 
thanks to demand related to local tax 
payments, but risks of new sanctions 
against Russia capped its recovery. 
The United States promised to retali-
ate over a massive hacking campaign 
that allegedly involved Russians. It 
is also urging European allies and 
private companies to halt work that 
could help build the Nord Stream 2 
natural gas pipeline and is preparing 
wider sanctions on the Russian proj-
ect in coming weeks. Russian stock in-
dexes were mixed. The dollar-denom-
inated RTS index rose 0.3% to 1,382.2 
points. The rouble-based MOEX 
Russian index was 0.2% lower at 
3,231.3 points, having hit an all-time 
high of 3,318.39 last week.  Reuters

MPs will vote on the deal in Parlia-
ment on 30 December, with the UK 
set to exit existing trading rules on 

31 December
NEW YORK

EU ambassadors have been receiving a 
Christmas Day briefing on the post-Brexit 
trade deal reached with the UK. EU chief 
negotiator Michel Barnier has been updat-
ing them on the agreement, reached after 
months of fraught talks on fishing rights 
and business rules. MPs will vote on the 
deal in Parliament on 30 December, with 
the UK set to exit existing trading rules on 
31 December. The 1,246-page document, 
which includes about 800 pages of annexes 
and footnotes, has been seen by the BBC. 
Labour said it was a “thin agreement” but 
they would back it as the only alternative 
to no deal, meaning it should win approval. 
The European Parliament needs to ratify 
the deal but it is unlikely to do so until the 
new year, meaning its application will for-
mally be provisional until then. Sebastian 
Fischer, a spokesman for the German presi-
dency of the Council of the EU, joked that he 
was looking forward to the EU diplomats’ 
meeting “because nothing is more fun than 
to celebrate Christmas among socially dis-
tanced colleagues”. Meanwhile, French Eu-
rope minister Clement Beaune said it was 
a “good agreement”, adding that the EU had 
not accepted a deal “at all costs”. A 34-page 

summary of the deal has been published on 
the UK government’s website, but not the 
complete text. In a Christmas video mes-
sage, posted on Twitter on Thursday eve-
ning, Prime Minister Boris Johnson bran-
dished a draft copy of the document. Boris 
Johnson holds up a draft of the Brexit deal 
document in video message on Christmas 
Eve 2020. He said: “Tonight, on Christmas 
Eve, I have a small present for anyone who 
may be looking for something to read in 
that sleepy post-Christmas lunch moment, 
and here it is, tidings, glad tidings of great 
joy because this is a deal. European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen de-
scribed it as “fair” and “balanced”, saying it 
was now “time to turn the page and look to 
the future”. The UK “remains a trusted part-
ner,” she added. Struck four and a half years 
after the UK voted to leave the EU, the deal 
will define the future relationship for de-
cades. Goods will continue to be traded free 
of tariffs and quotas and there will be inde-
pendent arbitration to resolve future dis-
putes. It will mean big changes for business, 

with the UK and EU forming two separate 
markets, and the end of free movement. But 
it will have come as a major relief to many 
British businesses, already reeling from the 
impact of coronavirus, who feared disrup-
tion at the borders and the imposition of 
tariffs, or taxes on imports. Labour leader 
Sir Keir Starmer - who campaigned against 
Brexit - said the deal did not provide ad-
equate protections for jobs, manufacturing, 
financial services or workplace rights and 
was “not the deal the government prom-
ised”. But with no time left to renegotiate, 
the only choice was between “this deal or no 
deal,” he added. Ed Davey, leader of the Lib-
eral Democrats, said his party needed to see 
the full text, but would not support a “bad 
deal”. Michel Barnier leaves the EU Commis-
sion for a meeting of the Permanent Repre-
sentatives Committee in Brussels, Belgium, 
on 25 December. Dr Joelle Grogan, senior 
lecturer in law at Middlesex University Lon-
don, told BBC News: “To put this in real con-
text, if I spend the next five days before Par-
liament is recalled on Wednesday spending 
10 hours a day just reading that document, 
I will have a maximum of two minutes and 
30 seconds to fully understand, analyse and 
comment on it.”These were pretty much 
the first words out of the mouth of the EU’s 
chief negotiator, Michel Barnier, as he an-
nounced the just sealed EU-UK trade and 
security agreement on Thursday. Reuters

Development of new energy vehicles 
was the only way for China to become 

a powerful automobile country
ISLAMABAD 

Both China and Pakistan are big stakeholders 
of automobile production and consumption 
and it would be a positive decision for Pakistan 
to promote production of new energy vehicles. 
Visiting professor at Southwest University of 
Political Science and Law, Cheng Xizhong said, 
“With the continuous advancement of the con-
struction of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and Special Economic Zones (SEZs), 
China and Pakistan can carry out close coop-
eration,”. In his article published by China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) on Friday, he opined that Pak-
istan may boldly introduce China’s advanced 
production technology of new energy vehicles, 
gradually accelerate the local production and 
sales of new energy vehicles. Therefore, he 
said, it would help inject new impetus into the 
rapid development of the national economy. 
Referring to media reports, he said federal 
cabinet of Pakistan has granted massive tax ex-
emptions to facilitate promotion of electric ve-
hicles (EVs) in the country. The summary for-
warded by Pakistani Ministry of Industries was 
approved by the cabinet, allowing one percent 

sales tax for locally-made EVs up to 50 kwh 
and light commercial vehicles (LCVs) up to 150 
kwh. The cabinet also capped the duty on im-
port of charging equipment at one per cent. At 
the same time, the EVs would be exempt from 
federal excise duty (FED), whereas import of 
machinery for manufacturing of these vehicles 
would be duty-free. Pakistani government 
has further removed additional customs duty 
(ACD). As per policy, there would be only one 
percent tax on import of EV parts for manufac-
turers. Apart from the tax facilities, Pakistani 
government has also waived registration and 
annual renewal fee for EVs. In October this 
year, Chinese government issued New Energy 
Vehicle Industry Development Plan (2021-
2035). According to the plan, development 
of new energy vehicles was the only way for 
China to become a powerful automobile coun-
try from a big automobile country. It was also a 
strategic measure to deal with climate change 
and promote green development, he shared.
Cheng Xizhong, also a senior fellow of the 
Charhar Institute said that since 2012, China’s 
new energy vehicle industry has made great 
achievements and become one of the impor-
tant forces in the development and transfor-
mation of the world’s automobile industry. APP

China-based Pakistani researcher 
to help Pakistan citrus farmers

BEIJING 
The Pakistani Embassy in China is working on a plan to pro-
mote tourism-related industries between the two countries, 
Gwadar Pro reported on Friday quoting ambassador Moin ul 
Haque, A Chinese website has been set up for this purpose, 
which the ambassador assured will be available soon. In view 
of the long-standing friendly relations between China and 
Pakistan, he added the two countries will work together to 
develop the endless potential of the tourism industry of both 
sides. Ambassador Moin ul Haque delivered a speech via vid-
eo on the Unveiling Ceremony of Qingdao Boutique Tourism 
Promotion Association held on Thursday. He emphasized the 
significance of tourism in strengthening cultural exchanges, 
investment promotion and social and economic develop-
ment between countries on the occasion. He said, “The de-
velopment of tourism plays a vital role in the development 
of China’s rural and remote areas. It is also an indispensable 
part of the task of getting rid of poverty. During the recovery 
period of the epidemic era, its importance has been further 
demonstrated in many countries, including China.” The am-
bassador further stated that Pakistan, as a country with an 
ancient civilization, its beautiful landscape and rich cultural 
diversity is rapidly growing into a major tourist destination in 
the region. Pakistani government is actively promoting related 
tourism construction to attract more international tourists to 

take Pakistan as their preferred tourist destination. He also 
highlighted the investment opportunities for the development 
of tourism infrastructure in Pakistan. Pakistani researcher 
Shahzad Munir who won Chinese national funding wants to 
help Pakistan citrus farmers, says a report published by Gwa-
dar Pro on Friday. “Pakistan is my home country, it is my pri-
ority to transfer our technology there,” said Shahzad who is a 
senior researcher at Yunnan Agriculture University. He and his 
team are working on fighting against the citrus yellow shoot 
and helped a lot of citrus farmers in China enhance their pro-
duction. Shahzad came to China in the year 2015. After get-
ting a Ph.D. degree last year at Yunnan Agriculture University, 
Shahzad stayed in the university as a staff. “This year I am the 
project head and I won three funding. One is from the Yunnan 
government, one is from the Chinese Science Foundation. VoM

Amin Ul Haque, lauded the 
latest exports performance of 

Pakistan’s IT Industry

EU financial assistance 
allows WFP to Support 

Communities Devastated 
by Floods in Sindh

Karachi
Iranian Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif has expressed his 
country’s strong support for the le-
gitimate government of Afghanistan. 
Talking to visiting Afghan President’s 
National Security Adviser, Hamdul-
lah Mohib in Tehran, he also stressed 
the need to increase cooperation 
and interaction between Iran and 
Afghanistan in various political, eco-
nomic and security fields. During the 
meeting, they discussed issues of mu-
tual interest, as well as the Afghan 
peace process and the latest devel-
opments in the region. While on the 
other hand, President of Afghanistan, 
Ashraf Ghani held meeting with US 
acting Defense Secretary Christopher 
Miller in Kabul, today and discussed 
about the Afghan peace process and 
immediate need for a ceasefire. This 
was stated by Presidential Palace’s 
spokesman Sediq Sediqqi in a tweet. 
He said they also discussed the con-
tinued support for the Afghan forces.
Miller’s trip comes as 2500 Ameri-
can troops are withdrawing from Af-
ghanistan by 15th of next month. VoM

Pakistan’s IT sector is the largest 
net services export industry in Paki-

stan’s economy
ISLAMABAD

Information Technology & IT enabled Services (ITeS) export 
remittances comprising of computer services and call center 
services have surged to US $648.940 million at a growth rate of 
38.16% during July-November of FY 2020-21, in comparison to 
US $469.713 million during July-November of FY 2019-20. This 
is the highest growth rate for the FY 2020-21 (July-November), 
achieved by Pakistan’s IT sector since 2018 when growth rate 
for the corresponding period was just 13%. Minister for IT 
& Telecommunication Syed Amin Ul Haque, lauded the latest 
exports performance of Pakistan’s IT Industry. He said that 
the initiative for bringing the IT companies from secondary 
and tertiary cities into the mainstream is well underway for 
ensuring holistic growth of Pakistan’s IT Industry and that 
the PSEB registration fee for IT & ITeS companies, including 
call centers and IT startups, belonging to underserved areas 
of the country have been completely waived in order to boost 
growth of IT industry in the under developed parts of the 
country and thus contribute to organic growth of IT Industry 
across Pakistan. I t’s worth mentioning here that Minister for 
IT Syed Amin Ul Haque has set a target of $5 billion for export 
remittances through information technology and IT-enabled 
Services during the next three years. The PSEB performance 
in just 5 Month of current Fiscal year a great milestone to 
reach the targeted destination. “We are taking all possible 
steps to ensure sustainable growth of Pakistan’s IT industry 
and to ensure close coordination with the IT industry and 
associated stakeholders” Minister IT stated. Incentives to the 
industry include zero income tax on IT and ITeS exports till 
June 2025, tax breaks for the PSEB-registered IT start-ups for 
three years, up to 100 percent foreign ownership of IT and 
ITeS companies, up to 100 percent repatriation of profits for 
foreign IT and ITeS investors, tax holiday for venture capital 
funds till 2024, among other incentives, he added. This growth 
is especially laudable keeping in view the current global 
economic challenges thereby demonstrating the resilience of 
Pakistan’s IT industry eco system and is a tribute to Pakistan’s 
IT industry professionals. Pakistan’s IT sector exports products 
and services to over 100 countries and counts world’s largest 
entities among its regular clients. Pakistan’s IT sector is the 
largest net services export industry in Pakistan’s economy. 
Managing Director, Pakistan Software Export Board, Mr. Osman 
Nasir said that all possible efforts are being made to achieve 
US$5 billion remittances inflow from the country’s IT sector 
by Year2023 as per target set by Minister IT Syed Amin Ul 
Haque. PSEB is working on major new initiatives in Marketing, 
Infrastructure, Capital Availability, Policy and Consulting, HR 
and Business Development. Efforts are underway to extend 
maximum facilitation to the startups in all-important spheres 
including access to funding channels.  VoM

ISLAMABAD   
Maj Gen Retd Ejaz Awan, stated that it is a crime 
and violation of international laws to attack a 
United Nations vehicle. The present regime of 
India is highly influenced by RSS. The contro-
versial policies of present Indian government 
depicts racism and fundamentalism. Entire In-
ternational community knows Indian tactics 
to hide its internal failures in IIOJK. The inter-
nal situation of New Delhi is worsening day 
by day .Farmers are holding protest while mi-
norities are not being given chance to exercise 
their religious obligations. The recent startling 
revelation made by EU-Disinfo Lab indicates 
Pakistan’s stance about Indian involvement in 
false propaganda against Pakistan.Dr. Khurram 
Iqbal- I.R Expert, Pakistan has rightly urged the 
international community to take notice of In-
dia’s malicious agenda to defame Pakistan. India 
has unleashed a multi-dimensional war against 
Pakistan. Islamabad is playing its role by sensi-
tizing the world community regarding India’s 
state terrorism which is posing a serious threat 
to regional peace and security. International en-

vironment is so conducive for India. New Delhi 
is habitual of pursuing aggressive designs to 
impose its hegemony in the region. India under 
the American patronage has become a threat for 
the neighboring countries. The United States tilt 
towards India is further escalating the tension 
in the region. Modi’s fascist policies are heading 
India towards regional isolation. India’s dete-
riorating ties with its neighboring countries has 
exposed India’s failed foreign policy.Dr. Rasheed 
Ahmad Khan, I.R Expert, The world renowned 
leaders have acknowledged Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah’s efforts for a separate land. 
The father of the nation always believed in reli-
gious harmony and urged an independent state 
of Muslims where minorities are free to live and 
perform their religious obligations. The Jinnah’s 
vision was based on inclusiveness and free-
dom. Quai- e-Azam understood the true spirit 
of Islam and promoted the message of religious 
tolerance and love. Quaid-e -Azam was a man of 
principles who always followed guiding princi-
ples of unity, faith and discipline.  Altaf Hameed 
Rao was of the view Kashmir is a nuclear flash 

point between India and Pakistan. India’s stub-
bornness is posing serious threat to regional 
peace and security. Pakistan has always desired 
to resolve the regional issue through negotia-
tions. The global peace is linked with peaceful 
solution of Kashmir dispute. The United Nations 
must take practical steps to resolve the Kashmir 
issue in accordance with the UN resolutions. 
China and Russia can play a key role to resolve 
Kashmir dispute.  Ejaz Ahmed , Billion Tree 
Honey Initiative would help  promote tree plan-
tation and honey production. The incumbent 
government has taken corrective measures for 
a clean environment. Billion Tree Honey Initia-
tive would generate job opportunities for the 
local youth. It is highly important to enhance 
small scale industry. The cottage industry has 
great potential for growth. These industries 
could not develop due to less human resources 
in the past. The private sector must be engaged 
to promote small scale industries. The market 
linkage must be established to give maximum 
profit to the producer. Public private partner-
ship is imperative for economic growth. VoM
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 The unconditional cash sup-
port from the EU has enabled 

the most vulnerable families to 
cover their essential food and 
non-food needs such as medi-

cine, water and shelter repairs
ISLAMABAD

Thanks to a contribution of € 
500,000 from the European Union 
(EU), tens of thousands of families 
in Sindh Province have received 
food and cash assistance from WFP 
in the aftermath of the devastating 
floods that hit the country in August. 
Support from committed donors like 
the EU allowed WFP to reach over 
71,000 people, who were most af-
fected by the disaster, with in-kind 
food assistance by early September. 
The second phase of the response is 
currently underway, aiming to sup-
port 117,000 people. Each family 
will receive PKR 15,000 (EUR 76) in 
cash that will help them meet their 
food and other essential needs. “The 
unconditional cash support from 
the EU has enabled the most vulner-
able families to cover their essen-
tial food and non-food needs such 
as medicine, water and shelter re-
pairs,” said WFP Pakistan Represen-
tative and Country Director Chris 
Kaye. Apart from the food and cash 
assistance, the EU’s support has al-
lowed WFP to produce and dissemi-
nate information packages on nu-
trition and hygiene among mothers 
and children across Sindh Province. 
Another awareness-raising initia-
tive has sensitised communities to 
the importance of precautionary 
measures preventing the spread of 
COVID-19 and dengue. WFP’s emer-
gency response has been coordi-
nated with the Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority (PDMA) of 
Sindh, the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA), and implementing 
partners including ACTED and Sec-
ours Islamique France (SIF). VoM

China stocks post weekly gains on Brexit deal, policy 
support




