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China will always remain 
the builder of world peace, 

a contributor to global 
development, and upholder of 

international order.

President of China

Xi Jinping

Counterterrorism operations underway, Security 
forces kill two terrorist commanders in Bajaur

Palestinians condemns US over pro-settlement efforts

The Asian Telegraph

 CPEC will surely play a more 
positive role in achieving the 
regional economic prosper-

ity: Zhao Lijian
  China hails Gwadar Port’s significant 

role in regional trade cooperation 
BEIJING

Expressing happiness over start of interna-
tional transit activities at the Gwadar Port, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry’s Spokesperson Zhao 
Lijian on Tuesday said that China supported the 
greater role of the port, an important component 
of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) flag-
ship project, in the regional cooperation on trade 
and goods. “We are glad to see the new progress. 
We support the Gwadar Port’s greater role in 
the regional cooperation on trade and goods,” 
he said during his regular briefing held here. 
The international transit activities have started 
with arrival of first fish cargo at the Gwadar 
port for onward shipment to China. In the com-
ing days, more vessels containing international 
cargo, including LPG, steel pipes, DAP fertilizer 
for transit to Afghanistan is scheduled to arrive 
at the Gwadar Port. Zhao Lijain informed that 
during his posting as deputy head of mission at 
the Chinese Embassy in Islamabad, he visited 
the Gwadar port for six times, adding, “From its 
building and use, I am quite impressed by the 
achievements in the Gwadar Port.Xinhua

  US political transition, Biden forges ahead with building 
team after Trump clears way 

Bureau Reporter
WILMINGTON

U.S. President-elect Joe Biden on Tuesday 
began a new phase in his transition to the 
White House after the Trump administra-
tion gave the Democrat access to critical re-
sources that will enable him to take the reins 
of power in January. The General Services 
Administration’s announcement on Monday 
that it would formally recognize Biden’s 
transition came after weeks of the president 
falsely claiming that the Nov. 3 election had 
been marred by widespread voter fraud. 
Critics have said the president’s refusal to ac-
cept the results undermined U.S. democracy 
and undercut the next administration’s ability 
to fight the novel coronavirus. While Trump 
stopped short of conceding, it was the closest 
he has come to acknowledging that it is time 
to hand over power to Biden, who will take 
office on Jan. 20. The GSA announcement will 
allow the president-elect to access millions of 
dollars in funds and focus on putting together 
a leadership team. It also paves the way for 
Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris 
to receive regular national security briefings 
that Trump also gets. On Tuesday, Biden and 
Harris are expected to formally introduce their 
appointments to critical national security 

and foreign policy positions in Wilmington, 
Delaware. Two Trump administration officials 
said the Biden agency review teams could 
begin interacting with Trump agency offi-
cials as soon as Tuesday. U.S. President-elect 
Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Senator 
Kamala Harris answer questions from report-
ers following an online meeting with members 
of the National Governors Association (NGA) 
executive committee in Wilmington, Delaware, 
U.S., November 19, 2020. REUTERS/Tom 
Brenner. The Biden transition team said 
meetings would begin with federal officials 
on Washington’s response to the coronavirus 
pandemic, along with discussions of national 
security issues. Biden on Monday tapped 
trusted aide Antony Blinken to head the State 
Department and John Kerry, a former U.S. sen-
ator, secretary of state and 2004 Democratic 
presidential nominee, to serve as his special 
climate envoy. Biden, who plans to undo 

many of Trump’s “America First” policies, also 
named Jake Sullivan as his national security 
adviser and Linda Thomas-Greenfield as U.S. 
ambassador to the United Nations - both with 
high-level government experience. He is likely 
to tap former Federal Reserve Chair Janet 
Yellen to become the next Treasury secretary, 
according to two Biden allies, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to discuss a personnel 
decision that was not yet public. On Monday 
evening, Sue Gough, a spokeswoman for the 
Pentagon, said that the Department of Defense 
had been contacted by the Biden-Harris team. 
“DoD is prepared to provide post-election ser-
vices and support in a professional, orderly, 
and efficient manner that is befitting of the 
public’s expectation of the Department and 
our commitment to national security,” Gough 
said. While Trump on Monday said he backed 
GSA Administrator Emily Murphy’s decision, 
he and his advisers vowed to continue fighting 
the election results. “Our case STRONGLY con-
tinues, we will keep up the good ... fight, and 
I believe we will prevail! Nevertheless, in the 
best interest of our Country, I am recommend-
ing that Emily and her team do what needs to 
be done with regard to initial protocols, and 
have told my team to do the same,” Trump said 
on Twitter. APP

CTD Lahore foils ter-
rorist attack; kill ‘suicide 

bomber’
BEIJING/MANILA 

Two terrorist command-
ers have been killed in an en-
counter with security forces 
in Bajaur District. According 
to ISPR, a major terrorist net-
work was neutralized when 
security forces conducted in-
telligence-based operation on 
a hideout near village Tangi, 
Bajaur District. During close 
encounter, terrorist command-
ers Zubair and Aziz-ur-Rehman 

alias Fida were killed. These 
terrorists were involved in ter-
rorist activities in Bajaur and 
Karachi. They were involved 
in a number of terrorist inci-
dents against law enforcement 
agencies, government officials 
and innocent civilians. The net-
work was coordinating terror-
ist activities in various areas 
of Pakistan and receiving di-
rect orders from their RAW 
sponsored leadership from 
across the border. The Counter 
Terrorism Department (CTD) 
on Tuesday foiled a terrorist 
attack on CTD police station 
Burki Road in Lahore, killing a 
suicide bomber. According to 
the CTD spokesman, the ter-
rorist opened fire when he was 
asked to identify himself during 
his attempt to enter the police 
station. The security official 
retaliated, killing the attacker 
on the spot. The attacker wore 
a suicide jacket, and carried 
two hand grenades, as well as 
a pistol. Bomb Disposal Squad 
was called to defuse the suicide 
jacket.

Corps commanders’ 
reviewed geo strategic, 
regional and national 
security environment

Corps commanders’ Conference ex-
presses concern over Indian state-
sponsored terrorism in Pakistan

Islamabad
Corps commanders’ Conference has showed 
serious concern in the wake of irrefutable evi-
dence of Indian state sponsored terrorism and 
efforts to destabilize Pakistan and expressed 
strong will, resolve and determination to defend 
the motherland against any misadventure. Ac-
cording to ISPR, the 237th Corps Commanders’ 
Conference was held at General Headquarters 
in Rawalpindi on Tuesday with Army Chief Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa in the chair. The Forum 
reviewed geo strategic, regional and national 
security environment and discussed internal 
security, situation along borders, Line of Control 
and atrocities in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir. The forum also took a comprehen-
sive overview of the positive progress in Afghan 
Peace Process. The conference emphasized Indi-
an efforts to sabotage China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, involvement in financing and training 
of terrorist organizations for fomenting unrest in 
Pakistan, especially in Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
Gilgit Baltistan and Balochistan are an affront to 
peace and security in the region. Deliberating 
upon recent surge in Cease Fire Violations by the 
Indian Army, the Army High Forum resolved to 
take all measures necessary to protect innocent 
population living along LOC from Indian firing 
deliberately targeting civil population. Corps 
commanders’ Conference also deliberated upon 
the COVID-19 situation and measures required 
to confront the pandemic in the wake of 2nd 
wave. Addressing the Conference the Army Chief 
directed all commanders to ensure measures to 
support the national effort. He said that Pakistan 
Army with support of state institutions and the 
nation is fully prepared to thwart all internal and 
external challenges.  

Pakistan, AJK artists to promote 
Kashmiri culture 

KARACHI
Chairman, Kashmir Committee, Shehryar Khan 

Afridi on Tuesday said artist communities of Pakistan 
and Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) would work 
closely to help preserve and protect true cultural 
heritage of Kashmir. Addressing the participants of 
an informal meeting of Karachi-based members of 
the newly constituted Cultural Advisory Board of the 
committee here, Shehryar Afridi said Kashmiri cul-
ture was being destroyed by the Indian Occupational 
regime of Jammu and Kashmir but Pakistani artists 
from cinematic, television and literary spheres would 
work with the Kashmiri artists to foil Indian designs. 
“Modi regime is trying to harm the identity and pride 
of the Kashmiri nation. For this objective, the occupa-
tion forces are using tools of oppression including 
youth killings, torture, rape and Indian cultural inva-
sion to help their design of Kashmiri genocide. We 
won’t let India do it,” he said. Afridi said the occupa-
tional regime in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir was also trying to damage Kashmiri culture 
by massive demographic change through issuance of 
domicile to non-residents and also by opening wine 
shops and destroying mosques and shrines in Jammu 
and Kashmir. He said that the Kashmir committee 
stands committed to preserve the Kashmiri culture 
and identity and all necessary steps would be taken 
to restore pride of Kashmiris.  Shehryar Khan Afridi 

said rather convening a meeting in Islamabad, he had 
decided to visit all the four provincial capitals and 
Muzaffarabad to meet the members of the advisory 
board in their home towns first. “Once we hold meet-
ings in provincial and Azad Kashmir capitals, we will 
convene a mega event in the National Assembly to 
send a strong message to the occupational regime 
of India and the world that Pakistan and its artists 
stand by Kashmiris shoulder to shoulder.” He said 
soon meetings of the advisory boards of Lahore, 
Islamabad, Peshawar, Quetta, Gilgit Baltistan and 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir chapters would be due to 
take place next month. Chaired by Shehryar Khan 
Afridi, the meeting was attended by accomplished 
names from the spheres of sports and media, includ-
ing the likes of Squash legend Jahangir Khan, Actors 
Humayon Saeed, Fahad Mustafa, Adnan Siddiqui, 
Bilal Ashraf, Ali Rahman Khan, Sarwat Gillani and 
Dr. Fahad Mirza, singer Shehzad Roy and a host of 
other well known faces. VoM

“Modi regime is trying to harm the identity and pride of the 
Kashmiri nation: Shehryar Afridi

AMMAN
Palestinian officials have downplayed 

the effectiveness of a statement by US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo during 
his recent visit to Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank. The statement included a 
move to allow products made in the oc-
cupied territories to be labeled “Made in 
Israel,” a clear contradiction to recent UN 
Security Council resolutions and efforts 
by the EU to reject such labeling. Nasser 
Al-Kiddwa, former Palestinian envoy to 
the UN, told Arab News that the US efforts 
are “dangerous,” despite being ineffective. 
“This is a dangerous move even though 
it will not have much of an effect and is 
reversible,” he said. In harsh comments, Al-
Kiddwa said that, while President Donald 
Trump’s administration is keen to help 
Israelis and settlers, the country’s efforts 
constitute helping Israel “commit a war 
crime.” “While the Trump team wants to 
support settlements and settlers, their ac-
tion makes the US an accomplice in a war 
crime,” he said. Al-Kiddwa said the Pompeo 
statement violates UN Council Resolution 
2334, which calls for differentiating be-
tween the West Bank and Israel. He said 
it was also a clear violation of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. Jamal Dajani, a lec-
turer at San Francisco State university, said 

the Trump administration is not “recogniz-
ing the reality on the ground,” but rather 
creating its own fictitious reality by imple-
menting Benjamin Netanyahu’s settler-
colonial vision. US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo’s statement violates UN Council 
Resolution 2334, which calls for differen-
tiating between the West Bank and Israel. 
Nasser Al-Kiddwa, Former Palestinian 
envoy to UN Dajani, who previously served 
as director of strategic communications 
and media in the Palestinian prime min-
ister’s office, said the “true reality on the 
ground” is that Area C in the West Bank is 
an internationally recognized occupied ter-
ritory. He added that the presence of Israeli 
colonial settlements in the region is a vio-
lation of the Fourth Geneva Convention, 
which states: “The Occupying Power shall 
not deport or transfer parts of its own ci-
vilian population into the territory it oc-
cupies.” Al-Kiddwa, who is a member of 

the Fatah Central Committee, told Arab 
News that the US action will not alter the 
international consensus. “This is a biased 
administration that does not care about in-
ternational law or the future of the region.” 
He called on the newly elected administra-
tion in the US to reverse the decision. “As 
a world citizen, I believe that the new ad-
ministration must reverse all the decisions 
that were carried out without coordination 
with the US Congress, which are in clear 
violation of the way things are carried out,” 
he said. Wadie Abunassar, a Haifa-based 
political analyst and the director of the 
International Centre for Consultations, 
told Arab News that the Trump adminis-
tration has ignored the more than 7 million 
Palestinians to the west of the Jordan River. 
“This administration repeatedly damaged 
US chances to be perceived as an honest 
broker by the vast majority of Middle 
East residents. The US would do well by 
respecting international law and encour-
aging Israel to do so.” Senior Palestinian 
officials contacted by Arab News said that 
the gifts being bestowed on the Netanyahu 
government will not change anything on 
the ground. “Trump and Pompeo are play-
ing in lost time and their actions will not 
change anything regarding the occupied 
territories.” Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s initiative, to set up shelter 
homes for providing basic amenities of life to low in-
come labours, who, otherwise, had to spend their nights 
at footpaths or in the open while braving the harsh 
weather conditions, is a giant step forward in establish-
ing the state of Madina – a model of perfection where 
protecting the rights of vulnerable is government’s pri-
mary responsibility. Indeed, for the first time in history, 
a government is taking care of its people like this. Shel-
ter homes serving millions of non resident daily wage 
earners and their dependents with dignity by providing 
them residential and food services at par with the one-
star hotels free of cost. This project is one of the best 
steps taken by PTI considering it as responsibility, not 
a favour by ending all forms of exploitation as prom-
ised in the manifesto of ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI). All and sundry should encourage these steps as 
it’s a hope for the poor that someone is there to facilitate 
them, someone to take care of them. A sum of Rs 49.5 
million per annum has been allocated for each Panah 
Gah. The donations were also being accepted. Around 
150 shelter homes were running across the country, 
which are being equipped with modern facilities. Ac-
cording to latest data, more than 144,609 destitute have 
benefited from the Panah Gahs, while 16,566 persons 
provided shelter, 128,048 provided meals in the Panah 
Gahs (Shelter homes) from September 1 to date. In Oc-
tober some 67,046 people have benefited from Panah 

Gahs, meal was provided to 58,716, shelter provided to 
8,330. In last 24 hours, total beneficiaries were 2,891, 
meals provided to 2,597 and shelter to 384 homeless 
persons. Panah Gah portrays PM’s philosophy of affec-
tion and care towards the unprivileged populace of the 
country. PTI government has launched flagship project 
of Shelter Homes in the country to provide roofs to 20 
million homeless people from out of a total of 220 mil-
lion population according to 2017 census. According to a 
document of Physical Education, Development & Peace 
(PDP) Foundation, there are 20 million people without 
housing across the country and majority of them is living 
in big cities. During his visit to the first remodeled Shel-
ter Home (Panagah) in Tarlai area of the Federal Capital, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan said the civilized nations are 
recognized not by the luxurious lifestyle of the elite class 
rather through the living conditions of the poor. The 
democratic performances are measured through wel-
fare programs and the wellbeing of the poor. In contrary, 
past government did not pay heed on providing accom-
modation and meal facilities to deserving population 
of the country. PML-N government squandered billion 
of rupees on white elephant projects included metro, 
orange line train, Laptop scheme and others. While the 
plight of the poor continued to deteriorate during their 
entire tenure. The shelter homes are being run on build, 
run and handover basis in collaboration with charity or-
ganisations and private sector to sponsor under corpo-

rate social responsibility (CSR). Transparent and simple 
procedures have been devised for accepting donations. 
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM) has been tasked to remodel, 
rehabilitate the existing shelter homes and establish ne-
wones in phases to provide valued temporary/overnight 
stay with two time meals to the needy individuals seek-
ing bed and breakfast in pursuit of employment. In the 
first phase, the existing and new Panah Gahs in Islam-
abad Capital Territory (ICT) were being renovated. PBM 
has finalized a plan to set up five each shelter homes in 
Sindh and Balochistan, and eight each in Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa by January 31,2021. Today, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has also approved the formation 
of the National Intelligence Coordination Committee 
(NICC). After at least two rounds of meetings, the intel-
ligence agencies submitted the proposal to the PM for 
approval. It would serve to coordinate over two dozen 
intelligence organizations in the country. The NICC will 
be led by the director-general of the Inter-Services Intel-
ligence (ISI), who would function as its chairman. Na-
tional Counter Terrorism Authority would also be part 
of the new structure, DAWN reported. The formation of 
this committee aims at clarifying the role of respective 
agencies, improving their coordination, and optimising 
their capabilities. The first meeting of NICC is likely to 
take place next week. This is not the first time that this 
committee was formed. Previously, there have been 
multiple attempts at developing this coordination.VoM

 PM underscores Shelter homes- a leap forward towards a welfare state
PM approves formation of National Intelligence Coordination Committee for spy agencies

Indian Government has 
escalated its anti-Pakistan 

campaign: FO 
Pakistan condemns missile 

attack by Houthi militants in 
Jeddah

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan says it will continue exposing India and 
not let the world community be misled by its 
propaganda. Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid 
Hafeez Chaudhri in a statement today (Tuesday) 
urged the world community, including the United 
Nations counter-terrorism mechanisms, to act on 
the Dossier presented by Pakistan with incontro-
vertible evidence of Indian state-sponsorship of 
terrorism. Regarding the reported briefing to a 
group of foreign envoys at the Indian Ministry of 
External Affairs on the so called attempted  terror-
ist attack in Nagrota district in Indian Illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K), the spokes-
person said  the Indian Government has escalated 
its anti-Pakistan campaign, marked by false nar-
ratives, concocted evidence, and orchestration of 
false flag operations. He said the purported brief-
ing by the Indian Ministry of External Affairs is yet 
another attempt to mischievously implicate Paki-
stan in some alleged planned attack in IIOJ&K. Za-
hid Hafeez Chaudhri said the completely baseless 
and unsubstantiated Indian allegations are noth-
ing but a reflection of desperate efforts on India’s 
part to salvage its false terrorism narrative against 
Pakistan and to divert international attention from 
its state-terrorism in IIOJ&K and state-sponsorship 
of terrorism against Pakistan. The Spokesperson 
said Pakistan has been consistently sensitizing the 
international community regarding the possibility 
of India undertaking a false flag operation with the 
intention to implicate Pakistan and jeopardizing 
regional peace and security. He said we once again 
forewarn the world community in this regard. VoM



Wednesday November 25, 2020

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Editor-in-Chief: Amna Malik
Editor: Muhammad Hassam

Assistant Editor:Syed Mushahid Naqvi
Phone: + 92 51 2814017 Offce # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee 

Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

 Role of OIC in combat-
ing Islamophobia

I slamic world is currently facing escalated islamophobia. Anti-Islam lob-
byists have dispatched a heinous campaign to sabotage the promptly 
growing influence of Islam by comparing it with terrorism and bigotry. 
Therefore, Islam, its founder, and its followers are repeatedly exposed to 
constant criticism by the Islamophobes. Over the last couple of decades, 
Islamophobia transformed, no longer a spontaneous expression of emo-

tions, it transformed into an ideology that discovered its way into the political 
agendas of extremist groups, seeking to make political gains by promoting scorn 
against Islam and Muslims. The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the 
second-largest organization after the United Nations with a membership of 57 
states spread over four continents. The Organization is the aggregate voice of the 
Muslim world. It aims to safeguard and secure the interests of the Muslim world 
in the spirit of promoting worldwide harmony and peace among individuals of 
the world. The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has played a successful 
role in uniting the Muslim world and safeguarding its interests, it is the OIC man-
date to bind together and protect the interests of the Muslim world, that part has 
been played well by OIC at the regional and international level. OIC convinced the 
UN and EU to condemn the nefarious exercises against Muslims. OIC directorate 
presented its concerns over the celebration of ‘Islamo-Fascism Awareness Week’ 
in the US. OIC has sponsored several resolutions to introduce legislation against 
Islamophobia and the defamation of religion. Secretary-General of OIC submitted 
his concerns over the burning of Holy Qur’ān Day in US, on which the political, 
administrative, and military elite of US did efforts to stop the act and condemned 
it. OIC took the initiative of launching ‘Istanbul Process’ to mitigate religious in-
tolerance. OIC also took initiative and issued (2006) a trilateral joint statement 
(secretary generals of OIC, UN and EU High Representative for Common Foreign 
and Security Policy) against blasphemous acts of making cartoons of Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW). OIC convinced the UN to make Islamophobia part of its special 
report of UN Human Rights Council on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Radical 
Discrimination and Xenophobia in 2007 and the list goes on. 

Middle East geopolitical 
realignment

A mid escalated hostility and intensified geopolitical intrigue, Middle 
Eastern quagmire takes another stride with the realignment of 
interstate alliance system.in account to this, Israeli media claims 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu secretly visited to Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday to meet Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman (MBS) and the US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, how-

ever, KSA has officially denounced the news, leaving the looming prevalent anxious-
ness all around globe. It is pertinent to highlight that Israel has initiated a regional 
drive of normalization of ties with the regional states. Israel seems determined to 
coax the Gulf real powerhouse to follow the footprints of United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Sudan and Bahrain respectively. Earlier, Riyadh rapprochement plausibility 
was juncture with precondition of “Palestinian desirable statehood objectives.” 
The news gave shock waves to the entire Muslim community across the world 
due to religious affinity with Palestine and ideological aspirations from Riyadh. 
Given the presumptions of KSA-Israel ties normalizations, it would be a resound-
ing diplomatic triumph for Israel and the US while Iran may face major setback 
because the Riyadh [vary] anticipation originates from the balance of power equa-
tion vis-à-vis Tehran. The future of OIC may face grim consequences with major 
actors pursuing the new normal approach of reconciliation towards anti-Muslim 
hardline regimes. The regional bloc may reshape with following Riyadh and Tehran 
led alliance respectively, putting a filching dividing line based on sectarian divi-
sion. The simmering vulnerabilities would create opportunities for the western 
regimes to keep their arms industry running through increasing regional exports 
and putting the peace at stake.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Tehran-Riyadh Binary and Biden’s Game Plan

Biden wrote an article in April, titled “Why 
America must lead again: Rescuing USforeign 
policy after Trump” where he succinctly 
defined his game plan for the American 
Internationalism. In his article, he also drew 
contours of a revision of prevalent US for-

eign policy in the Middle East region, expressing his dis-
satisfaction with the Saudi policy and a reassessment of 
US relations with the authoritarian regimes like Saudi 
Arabia and Iran. He also delineated an ample focus on 
the issue of human rights and climate change; both affect-
ing the superpower’s relations with regional economies.
While electioneering, Biden said in an interview that he 
would make Saudi Arabia pay the price for its killing of 
Jamal Khashoggi. This statement could be observed in 
the light of his unwavering support for the human rights, 
which over the period are under question and severe 
mistrust, but if this notion of liberalism is incorporated 
in the Biden’s foreign policy towards the Middle Eastern 
region, then it will have implications for the KSA and its 
archrival Iran. Both powers are embroiled in Yemen and 
Syrian Wars and under a probe by renowned human 
rights organizations for violation of basic norms such as 
freedom of speech. Similarly, in his pre-election speeches 
he had a razor-sharp focus on the climate change and 
repudiated Trump’s withdrawal from the Paris Accord. 

President-elect shared his vision of a transition from oil 
to renewable and clean energy, and if he conformed to 
the same policy after taking charge of the office, there will 
be economic implications for Middle East, especially for 
KSA.Biden administration will be a challenge rather than 
opportunity for Iran and the 2021 Presidential election 
will be decisive for the long-term US policy towards Iran. 
As Biden had already hinted about the revival of JCPOA 
and mocked Trump for his Middle East policy, there are 
chances that Biden administration will go soft on Iran. As 
we have seen in past, democrats have made the optimal 
use of multilateral mechanisms and international regimes 
to contain Iran. In case of JCPOA, there are prospects that 
the Biden Administration will employ pressure tactics and 
use its European and Middle Eastern partners to contain 
Iran and balance the regional strategic calculus. It will be 
a policy of sticks and carrots for Iran as he said that we 
are offering Tehran a credible path back to diplomacy but 
if the country returns to strict compliance. While stressing 
that he will prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon, 
he said that“As president, I will renew our commitment 
to arms control for a new era. The historic Iran nuclear 
deal that the Obama-Biden administration negotiated 
blocked Iran from getting a nuclear weapon. Yet Trump 
rashly cast the deal aside, prompting Iran to restart its 
nuclear program and become more provocative, raising 
the risk of another disastrous war in the region…Tehran 
must return to strict compliance with the deal.”There 
are also a prospect of revision and modification in the 
JCPOA by Biden administration and they may offer added 
compensations like sanctions-relief to the Iran for pursu-
ing the deal but the Republican control over Senate will 
be an obstacle in furnishing any relief to Iran.In order 
to reverse the damages of Trump administration, the 
new government will choose different paths towards 

the Iran, KSA and Palestine, which will ultimately have 
implications for Israel. If the Biden administration chose 
to restore the damages of Trump, it will have long-term 
negative impacts on Israel.  However, as Biden said before 
elections that, “We need to sustain our ironclad commit-
ment to Israel’s security.” This shows that the in order to 
protect the only democracy in Middle East, which is also 
a strategic partner of US, the Biden administration will 
pursue its old policy of cooperation with Israel and its 
newfound partners of Arabian Gulf.  While looking at the 
strong Zionist lobby in Washington, the chances of revi-
sion of Palestine-Israel peace agreements are also bleak, 
meaning that the region will remained predominated by 
the power struggle between “axis of resistance” and Israeli 
backed Arabian Gulf nations. It is less likely that Biden ad-
ministration will be choosing sides in this Tehran-Riyadh 
binary, because at one end, Biden stood fast against the 
human rights question for which both Iran and KSA are 
under probe while on other hand, he unequivocally sup-
ported tackling the menace of terrorism where Tehran 
and Riyadh are embroiling in Syria and Yemen. As per 
predictions of political pundits, the new administration 
will pursue more or less similar policy towards Middle 
East and as it happens, the new administration of US will 
side with KSA due to its influence on Arabian Gulf nations 
and GCC, and its far-fetched economic ties.

Mark Says Episode 400 Is a ‘Reward’ for the Fans: ’NCIS’
BEVERLY HILLS

CBS’ long-running procedural celebrates the 
landmark milestone Tuesday with a special epi-
sode that reveals Gibbs’ introduction to NCIS 
and his very first meeting with Ducky. Titled 
“Everything Starts Somewhere,” the flashback-
heavy hour features Mark Harmon’s real-life 
son, Sean, stepping into young Gibbs’ shoes and 
Adam Campbell playing the youthful Brit.‘NCIS’ 
Star Mark Harmon Says the Cast Is Working to 
‘Protect Each Other’ Amid COVID-19 (Exclusive)
his video is unavailable because we were unable 
to load a message from our sponsors.If you are 
using ad-blocking software, please disable it and 
reload the page.‘NCIS’ Star Mark Harmon Says 
the Cast Is Working to ‘Protect Each Other’ Amid 
COVID-19 (Exclusive)“The fanbase of this show 
should like this episode. I know when [showrun-
ner] Steve Binder wrote it, it was something he 
had in mind to, in some ways, reward the audi-
ence a little bit -- people who have been tracking 
this show for as long as they had and highlighting 
those two characters,” star and executive producer 
Mark Harmon exclusively told ET’s Kevin Frazier. 
“So much of what I do here is based on getting 
a script and reading it and then trying to attack 
it as it is as a script. The fact that we had a lot 
of months to think about the 400th episode with 
how it ended last year for us here, four shows 
short, think everybody was pleased to come back 
and try to lock into what this show was and is, 
and what we are trying to do.”Harmon, 69, spoke 
with pride discussing his son returning again to 

play young Gibbs. Though father and son don’t 
share a scene together in the 400th, Harmon said 
“there’s pride involved in” having his son involved 
in a small part of the show’s history. (Sean has 
appeared in half a dozen episodes as young Gibbs 
since season 6.)“I always think back to the first 
time they talked about doing a young Gibbs thing 
here, and Sean was just out of school at that point. 
A director named Tony Wharmby said, ‘Can he 

come in and read?’ And on his own he did and I’m 
proud of him taking his work seriously and how 
he approaches being an actor -- not just on this 
show, [but] just what he has chosen to try to do 
in his life’s work,” Harmon said, before marveling 
over both of his sons. “I’m proud of both our boys, 
and they work hard at what they do and I’m proud 
that they get up in the morning and try to do that 
every day.”

NASA and SpaceX “Go” for Dec. 5 Cargo 
Resupply Launch

LONDON
NASA and SpaceX managers conducted 

a Flight Readiness Review (FRR) Monday, 
Nov. 23, for SpaceX’s 21st Commercial 
Resupply Services (CRS-21) mission to 
the International Space Station.To en-
able additional time to evaluate flight 
data from Crew-1 and close out certi-
fication work ahead of this first flight 
of the cargo version of Dragon 2, teams 
are now proceeding toward a planned 
liftoff at 11:39 a.m. EST on Saturday, 
Dec. 5, from Launch Complex 39A at 
the agency’s Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida, with the Dragon spacecraft ar-
riving to autonomously dock at the or-
biting laboratory on Sunday, Dec. 6, at 

approximately 11:30 a.m.The science to 
be delivered on this mission includes a 
study aimed at better understanding the 
effects of microgravity on cardiac func-
tion in human heart tissue, research into 
how microbes could be used for biomin-
ing on asteroids, and a tool being tested 
for quick and accurate blood analysis 
in microgravity. The first commercially 
owned and operated airlock on the space 
station, the Nanoracks Bishop Airlock, 
will arrive in the unpressurized trunk 
of the Dragon spacecraft. Bishop will 
provide a variety of capabilities to the 
orbiting laboratory, including CubeSat 
deployment and support of external 
payloads.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

The European Union (EU) is providing €10 million 
to significantly boost UNHCR’s assistance for Afghan 
refugees and their host communities in Pakistan. 
The funding will focus on mitigating the short and 
medium-term impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
With this funding, UNHCR will expand its health 
response as well as improve water, sanitation 
and hygiene (WASH) facilities in refugee and 
host communities. Another important compo-
nent of the new project will be implementing 
activities that help protect and empower vul-
nerable Afghan refugees and host communi-
ties, including through livelihood opportunities.  
The three-year project will be implemented across 
the country and is expected to benefit some 370,000 
Afghan refugees and Pakistani host communities.   
The Ambassador of the EU Delegation to Pakistan, 
H.E. Ms. Androulla Kaminara, and UNHCR’s 
Representative in Pakistan, Ms. Noriko Yoshida, 
signed the agreement at a ceremony on Monday.   
The agreement coincides with the quadren-

nial Afghanistan Conference held in Geneva, 
which is intended to present an important op-
portunity for the Afghan Government and the 
international community to commit to common 
objectives for promoting sustainable develop-
ment, prosperity and peace in Afghanistan. 
At the signing ceremony, Ms. Kaminara said: “As 
the world faces a second surge of COVID-19, it is 
clearer than ever that we must assist the most vul-
nerable and the most in need. We are glad to part-
ner with UNHCR in assisting the Afghan refugee 
community, which is generously hosted in Pakistan, 
as well as the Pakistani host communities.” 
Placing the support for refugees in a larger 
political context, the Ambassador under-
lined: “The European Union has reaffirmed its 
strong support to an Afghan-led and Afghan-
owned peace process which ultimately would 
ensure safety, fundamental rights and pros-
perity for all Afghans and allow refugees to re-
turn to their homeland in safety and dignity.” 
The UNHCR Representative in Pakistan, Ms. 
Yoshida, welcomed the EU’s contribution and said 

such support amid the current COVID-19 pandemic 
demonstrates the EU’s commitment to “leaving 
no one behind”. “This support is truly significant. 
At a time when it is most urgently needed, the 
EU will help make a difference in the lives of so 
many refugees and Pakistani host communities 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic,” she said. 
She said that UNHCR’s overall emergency re-
sponse is in support of efforts by the Government 
of Pakistan to prevent and respond to the COVID-
19 pandemic. She added that UNHCR has been 
advocating for the inclusion of refugees in the 
Government’s COVID-19 Prevention and Response 
Plan.Since July 2018, the EU has contributed €37 
million from its development budget and €10 mil-
lion from its humanitarian resources to support 
Afghan refugees and their host communities, in 
particular through UNHCR’s regional programmes.
In May 2020, the EU announced a €150 million 
package to support Pakistan’s efforts in addressing 
the short-term and long-term public health and so-
cio-economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, in-
cluding this new funding of €10 million for UNHCR.  

EU provides €10 million support for refugees and Pakistanis impacted by COVID-19  

November-25-1950

The so-called “storm of the cen-
tury” hits the eastern part of the 
United States, killing hundreds 
and causing millions of dollars in 
damages, on November 25, 1950. 
Also known as the “Appalachian 

Storm,” it dumped record amounts of snow in 
parts of the Appalachian Mountains.Forming 
over North Carolina just before Thanksgiving, 
the storm quickly moved north, striking western 
Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio and West Virginia. 
These areas were blanketed with several feet 
of snow for several days and travel was impos-
sible for nearly a week in some places.An ac-
companying windstorm covered a far greater 
area. New York City recorded a 94 mile-per-
hour wind gust. At Bear Mountain, just north 
of the city, a 140 mph gust was recorded. The 
winds throughout New England were of hur-
ricane-like force. In addition, high tides and 
wind-driven surf battered the coastline. On the 
south edge of the storm, record low tempera-
tures were recorded in Tennessee and North 
Carolina even without the wind chill. In Mount 
Mitchell, North Carolina, a temperature of 26 

degrees below zero was recorded.The storm 
was unique, however, because it featured not 
only extremely strong winds and heavy snow, 
but both record high and low temperatures. In 
Pittsburgh, 30 inches of snow fell in a blinding 
snowstorm. Further north, Buffalo saw no snow, 

but experienced 50 mile-per-hour winds and 
50-degree temperatures. Paul Kocin, a Weather 
Channel expert, has said that this storm “had 
the greatest contrast of weather elements in 
probably any storm, including the 1993 March 
Superstorm.”

“Storm of the century” hits eastern U.S.
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Trevor Noah to host 
2021 Grammy Awards

NEWYORK
Comedian Trevor Noah will host the 2021 
Grammy Awards.The Daily Show presenter 
was announced as the person set to take 
the reins for the 63rd edition of the music 
prizegiving on 31 January, bosses at the 
Recording Academy announced on Tuesday.
It will be the South African funnyman’s first 
time hosting the ceremony, taking over from 
last year’s host Alicia Keys.In a statement, he 
said: “Despite the fact that I am extremely 
disappointed that the Grammys have re-
fused to have me sing or be nominated for 
best pop album, I am thrilled to be hosting 
this auspicious event.“I think as a one-time 
Grammy nominee, I am the best person to 
provide a shoulder to all the amazing art-
ists who do not win on the night because I 
too know the pain of not winning the award! 
(This is a metaphorical shoulder, I’m not 
trying to catch Corona). See you at the 63rd 
Grammys!”Noah’s hosting gig was announced 
hours before the Grammy nominees were re-
vealed on Tuesday.The ceremony will air on 
U.S. network CBS, with details of the event 
and how it will be affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic yet to be decided.VoM

EXC Mario weighs in on 
sister I’m A Celeb stint

NEW YORK
Giovanna Fletcher has swiftly become a fan fa-
vourite on I’m A Celeb. So naturally, her brother 
Mario Falcone has been tuning in avidly and while 
he delightedly affirmed that she is ‘smashing it’ 
he did admit he is struggling to watch certain 
moments with his sibling and her campmates. 
The former TOWIE star, 32, spoke exclusively to 
MailOnline about I’m A Celeb, and noted that he 
has taken issue with ‘immature’ EastEnders star 
Shane Richie, who he claims was ‘pushing his sis-
ter’s buttons’ during Monday’s episode. He said: 
‘It’s not very nice, when you see people pushing 
her buttons... maybe the way that Shane was last 
night, it doesn’t sit well with me, especially when 
he’s the older guy in the group, he should be a 
bit more mature’. After Giovanna was elected one 
of the chefs in the latest challenge, Mario com-
mended her ability to remain her composure 
when she was being watched by her co-stars and 
praised her for ‘not snapping’. For the first time 
since I’m A Celeb’s launch earlier this month, ten-
sions seemed to simmer last night as the group 
have been separated and given different roles. 
Mario noted that as Giovanna is chef one of the 
scenes saw a lot of  the stars vying around her, yet 
she managed to remain calm and composed. VoM

Rihanna: I’m glad Adele is 
‘so confident and content’

LONDON
The ‘We Found Love’ hitmaker has heaped 
praise on her pal for her seven stone weight 
loss, and is thrilled she made such a big trans-
formation for herself.She said: “Adele looked 
incredible before the transformation and she 
looks incredible now but you can see how happy 
she looks. It’s obvious the transformation was 
for her and not to impress anybody - and I am 
just happy that my friend looks so confident and 
content.”Rihanna and Adele have been friends 
for years and in 2018, the ‘Someone Like You’ 
singer penned a sweet message in support of 
Rihanna after she made the Time 100 list.She 
wrote: “I actually can’t remember the first time 
I met Rihanna; I was probably numb from the 
shock of it. She is one year older than me, but 
I feel like she’s been around forever. The pro-
gression of her superstardom feels steady, well 
deserved and extremely natural. She burst onto 
the scene with the absolute banger that is ‘Pon 
de Replay’ in 2005, so young and breathtakingly 
beautiful. But the first time it felt like she made 
everyone sit up was with ‘Umbrella.’VoM

Bureau Reuter
CAPE TOWN

After an unhappy stay in England, Filip 
Kiss has no regrets at all about moving to 
Saudi Arabia. The midfielder arrived at 
Al-Ettifaq in 2017 and after three years 
in Dammam believes that, if he stays 
three more, he can help the team to a 
first league title since 1987.Not many 
foreign players last that long but the 
Slovakian international has no intention 
of leaving yet. “In order to beat teams 
like Al-Hilal and Al-Nassr then you have 

to work really hard with a certain philos-
ophy and need more than one season,” 
Kiss told Arab News. “In two or three 
years, winning the title is possible but 
we have to stay patient and get the right 
players. Let’s see what the future will 
bring but I hope we can win while I am 
still here.”Fans shouldn’t get too excited 
this season as the 30 year-old points 
out that the team that finished eighth in 
the last campaign have been too incon-
sistent in the past and only now, under 
head coach Khaled Al-Atwi is the right 
man in place for the right length of time.
“We needed stability,” Kiss said. “We 
have changed so many coaches since 
I came here. I think that finally we are 
on the right path. We kept our coach 
for the whole season and he is work-
ing with us now in his second sea-
son and this is really positive.” He 
believes a top four or five finish is pos-
sible. “We will need some luck with 

all the players staying fit as much as 
possible. We are on the right path.”
Kiss seems to be on the right path now 
after his move from Europe. “I was 
playing in Norway and the offer came 
but we were still playing in the Europa 
League.” A loss to Poland’s Lech Poznan 
helped to make up his mind. “Then I 
felt it was the right time to move but I 
had a long contract and I was captain 
so there had to be a transfer fee and 
Ettifaq was willing to pay.”It has been 
far from easy. “Many good players who 
came here from top leagues in Europe 
find it harder than they expected.” The 
weather is the big difference especially 
in the summer. “The first and last four 
or five games of the season are re-
ally hot and humid especially here in 
Dammam and this affects the tempo 
of the game and training is also really 
difficult. In winter it is perfect and the 
quality of the games is getting better.”

Staff Report
LAHORE

Pakistan have invited Afghanistan s 
national cricket team on a recognised 
tour for the first time, officials said 
Tuesday, following a visit to Kabul by 
Prime Minister Imran Khan -- one of 
the game s greatest players.“We ll try to 
look for a possible window for this tour 
-- and if not 2021, we ll definitely try 
to plan a series in 2022 season,” said 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chief ex-
ecutive Wasim Khan.“A cricket series 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan 
could be a harbinger of love and peace 
between the two countries,” he told 
AFP.An Afghan national side toured 
Pakistan in May 2011, although they 
only played a second-string side and 
matches were not given first-class 
status.Pakistan premier Khan visited 
Afghanistan on Thursday, where he 
vowed to help reduce spiralling vio-

lence and push for a ceasefire between 
the Taliban and Afghan forces.Before 
entering politics, the Oxford-educated 
Khan was one of the world s leading 

cricketers -- a destructive all-rounder 
with a devastating ability to swing the 
ball and brutally attack the opposition 
s bowling.

Benchmark index rises 230.84 points 
to settle at 39,863.36

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Pakistan Stock Exchange turned bullish on 
Tuesday as market participants welcomed the 
status quo maintained by the State Bank in the 
monetary policy announcement a day ago.As a 
result, the KSE-100 index climbed 231 points 
and inched closer to the 40,000-point mark.
In line with market expectations, the State 
Bank of Pakistan left its key policy rate un-
changed, which was cherished by stock inves-
tors.Additionally, the international oil prices 
climbed to near pre-Covid levels, which acted 
as a positive trigger and enticed investors to 
accumulate oil sector stocks. Consequently, 
both oil-related sectors at the Pakistan bourse 
closed the session entirely in the green.On 
the other hand, a selling spell in the cement 
sector wiped off the gains and restrained 
the market from posting an extraordinary 
increase.Earlier, stock trading began with a 
spike and the KSE-100 index maintained the 
upward momentum till midday. Afterwards, 
a selling spree emerged, pulling the market 
down.Strong investor optimism following the 
status quo in the monetary policy helped the 
market advance in final hours.At close, the 
benchmark KSE-100 index recorded an in-

crease of 230.84 points, or 0.58%, to settle at 
39,863.36 points.Arif Habib Limited, in its re-
port, stated that the market traded in the posi-
tive zone, even though the government had 
announced a lockdown and school closure on 
Monday.“A consistent increase in international 
crude oil prices helped exploration and pro-
duction stocks stage a comeback; banks and 
oil and gas marketing companies also traded 
positively for most part of the session,” it said.
The cement sector saw selling pressure, which 
came on the back of anticipation of a slow 
growth in cement dispatches due to winter 
season. Stocks of the cement sector traded at 
a discount of 12-18% from their respective re-
cent peaks.By the end of the session, renewed 
buying interest was seen in the cement sec-
tor, which pushed the index up by 231 points. 
Trading volumes remained below 200 million 
shares, the report said.JS Global analyst Maaz 
Mulla said Pakistan Stock Exchange showed 
some signs of a recovery as the KSE-100 index 
hit intra-day high of +389 points and closed 
at 39,863, up 231 points.“The positive im-
pact came mainly due to the decision of the 
Monetary Policy Committee to keep the policy 
rate unchanged at 7%,” he said.A total of 175 
million shares were traded in the day. Top con-
tributors to the total volume were Unity Foods 
(+2%), TRG Pakistan (+1.7%), Maple Leaf 

Cement (-0.9%), Hum Network (+6.7%) and 
Pakistan Refinery (+1.4%) with a cumulative 
65 million shares changing hands.“However, a 
rapid increase in coronavirus cases can be a 
threat to the economy as it may lead to a lock-
down,” the analyst said. “The government of 
Sindh has restricted working hours from 6am 
to 6pm for local markets.”Pakistan Oilfields 
(+2.2%), Oil and Gas Development Company 
(+1.2%) and Pakistan Petroleum (+0.8%) from 
the exploration and production sector moved 
higher as crude oil prices rose in the inter-
national market.Moreover, steel and refinery 
sectors saw some recovery where Aisha Steel 
Mills (+4.7%), Amreli Steels (+0.4%), Mughal 
Iron and Steel (+2.6%), Attock Refinery 
(+0.7%) and National Refinery (+1.3%) closed 
in the green.

Bureau Report
China

Global airlines will end the year losing 
more than $100 billion... and even touching 
as much as $118 billion, according to the lat-
est forecasts from International Air Transport 
Association (IATA). That’s against the $84 bil-
lion it had projected earlier.“We’ve been forced 
because of the very disappointing second-half 
of this year (and) the very weak restarts of 
the industry,” said Brian Pearce, IATA’s Chief 
Economist during a webinar. The industry 
body now expects airlines to lose another $38 

billion in 2021, compared to its previous fore-
cast of just $15 billion. Although a significantly 
reduced amount, it is still “much more than 
what the industry lost in the previous crises 
of 9/11 and the global financial crisis,” said 
Pearce. “The news on the vaccine makes us 
more confidence in our baseline forecasts for 
travel rebounding later next year,” said Pearce. 
“Airlines could stop burning through cash; by 
the end of next year they may, at an industry 
level, get to being cash positive by the fourth 
quarter of 2021.” However, by the end of next 
year, airlines will have burned another $18 
billion of cash to keep their operations going, 
said Pearce. “There’s a gap between where 
they are today and that more improved po-
sition towards the end of next year - that’s 
a problem.”That might be too late for some 
airlines. “The average airline had eight or 
nine months of cash left from the middle of 
the year, so that would last until the end of 
the first quarter,” said Pearce. “It’s really not 
until the fourth quarter that we’d expect to see 
the revenue situation substantially improved.” 

Passenger numbers are expected to rise to 2.8 
billion in 2021. That would be 1 billion more 
than in 2020, but still 1.7 billion travelers 
short of 2019’s. Cargo will continue to per-
form well, partly due to the role it will play 
in upcoming vaccine distribution. IATA ex-
pects volumes to grow to 61.2 million tonnes 
next year, matching the 61.3 million tonnes 
in 2019.“A continued capacity crunch due to 
the slow reintroduction of belly capacity from 
passenger services combined with a higher 
proportion of time- and temperature-sensitive 
cargo will see a further 5 per cent increase in 
yields,” said IATA. As a result, cargo revenues 
will hit a historic high of $139.8 billion. The 
only thing that has enabled airlines’ journey 
so far is government aid, namely $173 billion 
in direct or indirect state support. But, that 
has come at a huge cost. The debt load has 
now ballooned to $651 billion, said IATA’s CEO 
Alexandre de Juniac, who urged governments 
to fund airlines in other forms. “Bridging air-
lines to the recovery is one of the most impor-
tant investments that governments can make.

Airlines worldwide will lose up to $118 billion 

China’s insurance 
AMCs, PE fund man-
agers register prod-
ucts worth nearly 

650 bln yuan
Bureaau Report

BEIJING
The value of products reg-

istered by China’s insurance 
asset  management compa-
nies (AMCs) and private eq-
uity (PE) fund managers in 
the first 10 months of 2020 
totaled 648.72 billion yuan 
(about 98.61 billion U.S. dol-
lars), up 47.15 percent year 
on year, official data showed.
The number of products reg-
istered by 31 AMCs and 10 
PE fund managers rose 66.14 
percent year on year to 314 
during the period,  accord-
ing to the Insurance Asset 
Management Association of 
China.Among the total ,  291 
were registered for debt in-
vestment plans and nine for 
equity investment plans, with 
the fund size reaching 504.78 
bill ion yuan and 20.02 bil-
l ion yuan, respectively,  the 
association said.A total  of 
14 insurance PE funds were 
established in the Jan.-Oct . 
period,  with the fund size 
reaching 123.92 billion yuan.
By the end of October, China’s 
insurance AMCs and PE fund 
managers registered 1,647 
products, with the fund size 
totaling nearly 3.83 trillion 
yuan, according to the asso-
ciation. Enditem

Bureau Report
SYDNEY

International travelers will need to be vacci-
nated against COVID-19 to fly with Australia’s 
Qantas, the company has said, the first major 
airline to suggest that such rules could become 
common across the industry.Qantas CEO Alan 
Joyce said late Monday the Australian flag 
carrier would implement the measure once a 
coronavirus vaccine was made available to the 
public.“We are looking at changing our terms 
and conditions to say for international travel-
ers that we will ask people to have a vaccina-
tion before they can get on the aircraft,” he told 
Channel Nine.“Whether you need that domesti-
cally, we will have to see what happens with 
COVID-19 in the market but certainly, for inter-
national visitors coming out (to Australia) and 
people leaving the country, we think that is a 
necessity.”Joyce predicted the rule would likely 
become standard practice around the world as 
governments and airlines currently consider the 
introduction of electronic vaccination passports.
Another major regional airline, however, said 
that it was too early to comment on what travel 
requirements might be when a vaccine becomes 
widely available.“We don’t have any concrete 

plans to announce at this point on the vaccine 
as it is still in development and will take time 
to distribute,” a Korean Air representative told 
AFP.Vaccination entry requirements are already 
widely used around the world, with many coun-
tries demanding travelers show they have been 
inoculated against yellow fever if they are com-
ing from regions where that disease is endemic.
The International Air Transport Association 
(IATA) announced late Monday it was in the 
“final stages” of developing a digital health 
pass that it says can be used to record COVID-
19 tests or vaccinations and will “support the 
safe reopening of borders.”“We are bringing this 
to market in the coming months to also meet the 
needs of the various travel bubbles and public 
health corridors that are starting operation,” 
IATA director general and CEO Alexandre de 
Juniac said.Australia’s borders have effectively 
been closed since March to curb the spread of 
the virus, which has already claimed more than 
a million lives worldwide.The country has even 
limited the numbers of its own citizens allowed 
to return each week, leaving tens of thousands 
of Australians stranded overseas.The global 
airline industry has come under huge pressure 
from restrictions aimed at slowing the spread 

of the novel coronavirus.Qantas has grounded 
more than 200 planes and fired 8,500 staff as 
it attempts to offset a $1.9 billion loss caused 
by the collapse in demand for air travel.A slew 
of other carriers has collapsed because of the 
pandemic, including Virgin Australia, Chilean-
Brazilian airline LATAM and Britain’s Flybe.
The IATA said in October that after a predicted 
66 percent drop in global air traffic this year, 
airlines’ revenues are expected to be down by 
46 percent in 2021 compared to 2019.Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison has said Australia is 
seeking to create “travel bubbles” with other 
countries that have curbed the spread of the 
virus.

Qantas to require COVID-19 vaccine on international flights

Bureau Report
Finland

Saudi Arabia’s Diriyah track will host Formula E’s first all-elec-
tric night race as part of the 2020/21 ABB FIA Formula E World 
Championship calendar. Always focused on innovative, sus-
tainable solutions, Formula E will light the track with low con-
sumption LED technology powered by fully renewable energy.
Formula E confirmed that the all-electric ABB FIA Formula E World 
Championship will literally light up the streets of Diriyah as it re-
turns to the historic desert surroundings of the UNESCO World 
Heritage site for the third year in a row.Set for a spectacular double 
header in the dark, the first sport to have net zero carbon since 
inception will once again use its platform to share a positively 
charged call-to-action, reminding fans that even the most intense 
and unpredictable racing can take place without the environment 
paying the price.Lighting the track with the latest low consump-
tion LED technology will reduce energy consumption by up to fifty 
percent compared to non-LED technologies. The remaining energy 
needed to power the floodlighting will be fully renewable provided 
by high performing low-carbon certified hydrogenated vegetable 
oil made from sustainable materials.With a founding purpose to 
counteract climate change, Formula E’s commitment to deliver 
better futures through racing drives its ongoing environmental, 
economic and social sustainability initiatives around the world.
Saudi Arabia is the perfect partner on this mission, as it embraces 
its own sustainability journey as part of Vision 2030.   The Diriyah 
E-Prix will run at 17:00 GMT (20:00 local time) on February 26 
and 27. It follows the debut of the 2020/21 ABB FIA Formula E 
World Championship in Santiago, Chile with two races on January 
16 and 17. Alberto Longo, co-founder and Chief Championship 
Officer of Formula E, said: “We are very proud to partner with 
Saudi to create Formula E’s first ever night race. I am confident 
the race will be spectacular and lead to a style of competitive ac-
tion we haven’t seen before. As with everything we do, our first 
thought was about how to bring our sporting vision to life in a 
sustainable way. 

Stable interest rate lifts KSE-100 index

Filip Kiss and Al-Ettifaq ‘on right path’ to Saudi league title

Formula E to electrify Saudi 
streets with Diriyah night race

Pakistan invite Afghan neighbours on first official tour
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LONDON/HONG KONG
Stocks, oil and risk currencies, includ-
ing bitcoin, gained on Tuesday as U.S. 
President-elect Joe Biden got the formal 
go-ahead to begin his transition to the 
White House. The world’s most popu-
lar cryptocurrency rose 3% to near its 
record high, leading a surge in risk ap-
petite as the European STOXX 600 index 
climbed 0.6% and Brent crude rose to 
its highest level since March at $46.52 
a barrel. Safe-haven assets such as gold 
fell. After weeks of legal challenges to the 
election results, U.S. General Services Ad-
ministration chief Emily Murphy wrote 
to Biden on Monday informing him the 
formal handover process could begin. 
President Donald Trump tweeted that he 
had told his team “do what needs to be 
done with regard to initial protocols”, an 
indication he was moving towards a tran-
sition. “Markets have been constrained 
by very high levels of uncertainty on the 
U.S. political front and around vaccines 
for weeks, so with those two going away 
investors are considering the prospect of 
a return to normality in 2021,” said Em-
manuel Cau, head of European equity 
strategy at Barclays. Reports that Biden 
plans to nominate former Federal Re-
serve Chair Janet Yellen to become the 
next Treasury Secretary further boosted 

U.S. stocks on expectations she would 
pursue more conventional policies than 
the departing Steven Mnuchin.  Futures 
for the S&P 500 rose 0.8% in European 
trading hours, putting the 49-country 
MSCI world stocks index on course to 
set a record high later. Later on Tuesday, 
Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala 
Harris are expected to formally introduce 
their appointments to critical national 
security and foreign policy positions in 
Wilmington, Delaware. Japan’s Nikkei 
jumped 2.5% to its highest level since 
May 1991 overnight, with energy, real 
estate and financial shares leading the 
advance. Asia-Pacific shares outside Ja-
pan had ticked up 0.4%. Australia’s S&P/
ASX 200 was 1.26% stronger, touching 
its highest level in almost nine months, 
with energy stocks leading the pack 
there. Chinese blue chips were an out-
lier among positive Asian shares, edging 

down 0.6%, as investors booked profits 
following recent strong gains. AstraZen-
eca and Oxford University said on Mon-
day that their COVID-19 vaccine, which 
is cheaper to make, easier to distribute 
and faster to scale up than its rivals, 
could be as much as 90% effective. The 
progress made on COVID-19 vaccines 
helped drive risk appetite, as investors 
looked past short-term economic pain 
from the pandemic to a brighter 2021. 
The South African rand and the Russian 
rouble extended this week’s winning run. 
MSCI’s index of emerging markets equi-
ties held the 32-month high reached in 
the previous session. The New Zealand 
dollar was also among the currency gain-
ers, rising as much as 0.9% to a two-year 
high of $0.6986 as its central bank said 
house prices, which have been climbing 
higher this year, could be included in its 
inflation basket.The euro was gaining to-
wards $1.19 again and the dollar index, 
which tracks the dollar against a basket 
of six major currencies, nudged down to 
92.242. Bitcoin broke past $19,000 for 
the first time in nearly three years, as 
demand for assets perceived as resistant 
to inflation grows. Also spurred on by 
the vaccine hopes, oil reached levels not 
seen since before the coronavirus pan-
demic began to spread in March. Reuters

GENEVA 
Britain said it will pledge $227 
million in annual civilian and 
food aid for Afghanistan at a 
conference on Tuesday in Ge-
neva where officials from about 
70 countries and humanitarian 
organizations will pledge bil-
lions of dollars for the war-torn 
nation. Dependent on foreign 
aid, Afghanistan is at risk of re-
ceiving between 15 percent and 
20 percent less funding than 
it received at the previous do-
nor conference four years ago, 
diplomats say, as governments 
are under intense pressure 
to make savings as they ramp 
up spending to help their own 
economies recover from impact 
of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Withholding funds at this point, 
diplomats say, could at least 
provide foreign governments 
with some leverage to inject a 
greater sense of urgency into 
peace talks between the Afghan 
government and Taliban repre-
sentatives that began in Qatar 
in September. Britain, a country 
with a long and difficult history 

of involvement in Afghanistan, 
is the country’s third largest bi-
lateral donor, and the amount 
being pledged in Geneva will be 
slightly higher than it pledged 
at the last donor conference 
in Brussels four years ago. The 
statement issued by the UK Mis-
sion to the United Nations and 
World Trade Organization in 
Geneva said $207 million would 
be pledged to support peace 
and stability in Afghanistan and 
“improve access to education 
and vital infrastructure.” Britain 
would “also announce an extra 

$20 million to the United Na-
tions’ World Food Programme” 
for Afghanistan. The latest mon-
etary commitment is separate 
from the $93.32 million secu-
rity pledge for Afghan forces for 
2021, which Britain announced 
last month. In Brussels in 2016, 
Britain had pledged a total of 
$1 billion for four years, which 
translated into 187.5 million 
pounds annually. At the Brus-
sels conference, Afghanistan ob-
tained total pledges of $15.2 bil-
lion for 2017 to 2020, equivalent 
to $3.8 billion a year. Reuters

LONDON
Pakistan exports to the United Kingdom 
(UK), during the month of October 2020, 
registered at US $ 200 million as compared 
to US $ 154 million realized in the corre-
sponding month of last year showing an 
increase of 30 percent. According to Eco-
nomic Trade and Investment Wing of Paki-
stan High Commission London, Pakistan 
imports from the UK in October 2020 stood 
at US $ 48 million compared to the imports 
of US $ 62 million in the corresponding 
month of last fiscal year showing a negative 
growth of (-23 percent). The officials fur-
ther said that total trade volume between 
Pakistan and the UK during October 2020 
stood at US $ 248 million compared to US $ 
216 million achieved the same month of Oc-
tober 2019 depicting an increase of 15 per-
cent. Similarly, the balance of trade between 
the two countries during the month of Oc-
tober 2020 registered at US $ 152 million 
compared to US $ 92 million in the same 
period of 2019 indicating an increase of 65 
percent. They added that all major export 
categories during the month of October 
registered remarkable increase in the UK 
markets despite COVID-19 pandemic and 
suppressed demand and reduced global 
imports. The chapters, they said, which reg-

istered increased included Home textile (27 
percent), Apprael non-nitted or crotched 
(16 percent) and Articles of apprael,  They 
said that chapters where Pakistan’s exports 
registered decline during the month of Oc-
tober 2020 were Articles of leather (19 per-
cent), Toys, games, sports requisites (4 per-
cent)and Edible , fruit, nuts, peel of citrus 
fruits, and melons (48 percent). They said 
that imports into Pakistan from the UK re-
corded considerable decline 0f 23 percent 
which helped Pakistan further improve its 
trade balance with the UK by 65 percent. 
Pakistan’s Exports to the United Kingdom 
(UK) during the July-September 2020-21, 
despite COVID-19 stood at US $ 465 million 
as compared to US $ 414 million achieved 
same period of the last fiscal year, depicting 
an increase of 12 percent. Pakistan imports 
to the UK during the period July-September 
2020-21 also registered US $ 152 million as 
compared to US $ of 168 million achieved in 
the corresponding period of last fiscal year 
registering a decrease of Minus (-10) per-
cent. Similarly, the bilateral trade volume 
during July-Sept 2020-21 registered at US $ 
617 million as compared to US $ 582 mil-
lion achieved in the same period of last fis-
cal, depicting an increase of 6 percent.  APP

UNITED NATIONS 
Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser 
says further removing trade bottlenecks 
between Pakistan and Afghanistan would 
ensure bright future for our next genera-
tion.He was chairing the 5th meeting of Ex-
ecutive Committee of Pak-Afghan Parlia-
mentary Friendship Group in Islamabad. 
He said that the cultural, religious and 
historic affinities existed on either side 
of the border. He said that Pakistan seeks 
further enhancement of cooperation with 
Afghanistan for economic and regional 
development. Speaking about the recom-
mendations of the Executive Committee 
of the Pak-Afghan Friendship Group, the 
Speaker said that majority of the recom-
mendation on visa and Pak-Afghan Trade 
and Investment have been implemented. 
He said that signing of MoUs on long-term 
trade and investment agreements be-
tween the two countries will further boost 
trade and investment. Ambassador of Af-
ghanistan Nahibullah AliKhel said that his 
country also attaches great importance to 
its fraternal relations with Pakistan. He 
said that Afghanistan values Pakistan’s 

efforts to bring peace to the region. He 
acknowledged that excellent trade oppor-
tunities exist between the two countries 
that would be further utilised for mutual 
benefit. He also expressed his gratitude to 
the Speaker Asad Qasier for his efforts to 
address impediments in visa access and 
bilateral trade. He said that Parliament 
can play an important role in further 
strengthening relations between the two 
countries. He termed the recent visit of the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan to 
Afghanistan, an important milestone in 
bringing the two countries more closely.

Government vows smooth 
provisions of Ehsaas Kafaalat 

tranche of July-Dec 

KHARTOUM
Sudan’s government on Tuesday denied having infor-
mation about the visit of an Israeli delegation to Khar-
toum announced the day before by an official from Tel 
Aviv. “The cabinet is not aware of an Israeli delegation 
and we have no confirmation that this visit took place,” 
government spokesman Faisal Mohammed Saleh told 
AFP. “We also have no information on a Sudanese del-
egation visiting Israel.” On Monday, a senior Israeli of-
ficial said the state had sent a delegation to Sudan — 
the first such visit since last month’s announcement of 
an agreement to normalize relations between the two 
countries. Israeli army radio also reported Monday 
that a trip was underway. The Israel-Sudan pact has 
yet to be formally signed. “We have a pre-existing deal 
that normalization with Israel should be approved by 
the transitional parliament,” said Saleh. Prior to that, 
“there should not be any form of communication 
with Israel,” he added. Sudan has yet to form a parlia-
ment since the April 2019 ouster of former president 
Omar Al-Bashir following mass protests against his 
rule. The country has embarked on a rocky transi-
tional period that saw the post-Bashir government 
seeking to turn the page on its status as an interna-
tional pariah. Sudan was the third Arab country this 
year to announce a normalization deal with Israel, 
after the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
The arrangements for releasing Ehsaas Kafaalat 
tranche for the period of July- December 2020 
nationwide this week were being finalized. Ehsaas 
Kafaalat is the government’s flagship social protection 
programme through which it gives cash stipends of 
Rs. 2,000 monthly and bank accounts to the most 
deserving and poorest women across the country. 
Beneficiaries of the Kafalaat program are the destitute 
women with no other source of livelihoods. According 
to an official source, the arrangements for releasing 
Kafaalat payments to the beneficiaries were being 
finalized across the country with partnering banks- 
Habib Bank Limited (HBL) and Bank Alfalah Limited. 
The Kafaalat beneficiaries would be served through 
biometrically enabled payment operations being 
initiated in the entire country with release of this 
tranche. Ehsaas Kafaalat beneficiaries now have the 
choice of going to, a biometrically enabled ATM, a 
biometric retail shop or any biometrically enabled 
branch of the relevant banks. Under Ehsaas, HBL serves 
cash disbursals in Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan 
and Bank Alfalah across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit 
Baltistan and Azad Jammu and Kashmir. Both banks 
are enhancing services across the country to ensure 
that women have easy access to their payments in a 
decent manner. The Ehsaas digital payment system 
would enable women to go to biometric ATMs 
and branches of banks, empowering them through 
financial inclusion. Kafaalat beneficiary women have 
been urged to withdraw cash through ATM machines 
of designated partner banks, wherever possible. It 
would not just protect them from corrupt financial 
mistreatment, but bank branches and ATMs also serve 
them with a receipt detailing transparent record of 
available cash balance in their saving accounts. Special 
Assistant to the Prime Minister on Social Protection 
and Poverty Alleviation, Dr. Sania Nishtar, who is 
heading Ehsaas program, had held several meetings 
with the bank officials and conducted field visits to 
ensure that the beneficiaries of the program may not 
face any hassle in receiving their payments through 
ATMs. It is also pertinent to mention here that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan had granted approval to increase 
the number of Ehsaas Kafaalat beneficiaries from 
4.6 million to 7 million recently. The new deserving 
households will be identified after completing due 
diligence as per Ehsaas Kafaalat Policy. A poverty 
survey and analysis of the data is in the process of 
being completed phase wise across the country. Also, 
an option of Ehsaas registration desks has been built 
at the Tehsil levels in each district to include any 
missing households. Opening of registration desks is 
linked to the completion of poverty survey in that 
particular district. VoM

UNITED NATIONS     
Pakistan has called on the United Nations Secu-
rity Council to prevent India from carrying out its 
“criminal colonial project” to convert occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Muslim majority into a mi-
nority, saying it was the 15-member body’s “direct 
responsibility” to do this under the UN resolutions. 
In a letter addressed to the Security Council Presi-
dent for the month of November, Ambassador Inga 
Rhonda King of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi drew 
her attention to what he called “highly concern-
ing developments” in the Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) — grave human 
rights violations, illegal demographic changes and 
escalating threats to peace and security. The letter 
was handed over to Ambassador King, the Council 
president, by Pakistan’s Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations, Munir Akram, at UN Head-
quarters in New York on Monday evening. It will be 
circulated as an official document of the Security 
Council under agenda item: “India-Pakistan Ques-
tion”. The foreign Minister said that since India’s il-
legal annexation of Kashmir on 5 August 2019, New 
Delhi has been implementing a well-planned strat-
egy of military occupation, land confiscation, influx 

of non-Kashmiris, and creation of alien settlements 
in the disputed territory. “Besides the continued 
military siege and communications blockade for 
more than fifteen months, extra-judicial killings of 
innocent civilians in fake encounters and collective 
punishment for Kashmiri communities, the present 
RSS-inspired Indian Government has accelerated 
its illegal steps to institute demographic changes 
in IIOJK,” the letter said. The Indian Government, 
it said, has issued more than 2 million ‘domiciles’ 
to non-Kashmiri settlers, and simplified the pro-
cedures, with government officials being fined for 
failing to grant a domicile within 15 days. Among 
other things, India revoked and amended a series of 
laws meant to provide fundamental protections to 
the people of Kashmir, allowing “citizens of India” 
to purchase non-agricultural land there without 
ever having held residency or domicile of the occu-
pied territory. Indian occupation forces have been 
permitted to designate certain lands as ‘strategic 
areas’ and bring them under their use for ‘develop-
ment’ purposes, enabling them to construct more 
cantonments and military colonies to settle serv-
ing and retired Indian military officials in Kashmir, 
the letter said. In Indian illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJ&K), posters have appeared at 

several districts, persuading people not to partici-
pate in the upcoming District Development Council 
(DDC) elections which are aimed at furthering the 
occupation and hoodwinking the world on existing 
grave situation of Kashmir. “There is only one way 
and that is to continue the struggle for Freedom,” 
the posters read, saying that India was hell bent to 
eradicate real identity of Kashmiris through differ-
ent malicious tactics. The posters issued by Sada-i-
Mazloomaan Jammu and Kashmir and pasted on 
walls, pillars and electric polls in various districts 
said that Kashmiris would continue their struggle 
till they get freedom from Indian occupation. The 
posters also warn Kashmiris that India was con-
verting the Muslim majority status of occupied 
Kahsmir into minority following the Hindutva ide-
ology, the ultimate objective of which is to snatch 
real identity of Kashmiris. “India wants eradicate 
Islamic civilization on our land and replace it with 
Hindutva,” the posters read adding that India had il-
legally occupied Kashmir in 1947 and now its iden-
tity was being trampled under feet. The messages 
conveyed though these posters urge people to keep 
in mind the sacrifices of Kashmiris before thinking 
about participating in these elections, which are 
aimed at further strengthening the occupation.VoM
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Enactment of ordinance 
approved by Federal 

Cabinet approves to award 
strict punishment to 

perpetrators of rape cases
Islamabad

The federal cabinet has approved in prin-
ciple the Anti-rape (investigation and trial) 
Ordinance and Pakistan Penal Code (Amend-
ment) Ordinance 2020. Giving detailed about 
decisions taken by the federal cabinet, which 
met in Islamabad today (Tuesday) with Prime 
Minister Imran Khan in the chair, Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Syed Shibli Far-
az, while talking to media in the federal capi-
tal today (Tuesday), said the Prime Minister 
directed to the Law Ministry to finalize provi-
sions of the proposed Ordinance. The Minister 
said acts of gang-rape has also been inserted 
in the proposed law in which harsh punish-
ments, including death penalty, have been 
suggested to give exemplary sentences to the 
offenders of rape. He said the law will be a de-
terrent against incidents of rape.  Syed Shibli 
Faraz said The Cabinet approved in principle 
the establishment of a Special Technology 
Zones Authority to promote technology in the 
country. He said Special technology zones will 
be set up initially in Peshawar, Islamabad, La-
hore and Haripur. The Cabinet also approved 
the establishment of these zones in Karachi 
and Quetta. The Economic Affairs Division 
informed the Cabinet that at present the re-
payment of 1.7 billion dollars to 2 billion dol-
lars of loans taken during the period of May to 
December this year has been extended by the 
G-20 countries. The Cabinet authorized the 
Secretary Economic Affairs Division to enter 
into agreements for debt rescheduling with 
16 G-20 countries. Speaking on the occasion, 
Minister of Industries and Production Ham-
mad Azhar said the government imported 
around 1,25,000 tons of sugar due to which a 
decline of 10 to 12 rupees per kilogramme at 
the ex-mill price of the commodity has been 
witnessed in last ten days. He said the im-
ported sugar is being provided at the rate of 
around 81 rupees per kilogramme at facilita-
tion centers in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, whereas the commodity is available at 
4000 Utility Stores, across Pakistan at 68 ru-
pees per kilogramme.To another question, the 
Minister said reforms are essential to reduce 
the losses of national institutions. He said it is 
necessary to expedite administrative reforms 
and to ensure efficient utilization of all avail-
able resources in a transparent manner. VoM. 
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Biden transition and vaccine hopes drive up stocks, oil and bitcoin




