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“There are two powers in the world; one 
is the sword and the other is the pen. 

There is a great competition and rivalry 
between the two. There is a third power 
stronger than both, that of the women.”

founder of Pakistan

Quaid-i-Azam

China, Pakistan and others declare ETIM 
a serious threat to peace

Pak, Turkey reaffirmed the resolve to further strengthen defence 
cooperation

The Asian Telegraph

Pak-Qatar vows coopera-
tion to improve regional 

security
ISLAMABAD

General Nadeem Raza, Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee, who was on 
official visit to Qatar, called on H.E. Dr. 
Khalid Bin Mohammd Al Attiyah, Min-
ister of State for Defence Affairs. CJCSC 
also held separate meetings with H.E. 
Staff Lieutenant General (Pilot) Ghanim 
Bin Shaheen Al Ghanim, Chief of Staff 
Qatar Armed Forces, and all Chiefs of 
tri-services. During the meetings, both 
sides deliberated upon various areas of 
interest, bilateral cooperation including 
security, counter-terrorism and prevail-
ing regional environment particularly 
with reference to Kashmir and Afghani-
stan. The dignitaries also dilated upon 
measures to enhance the level and scope 
of military engagements between both 
countries and reaffirmed to continue 
to forge deeper strategic ties. Chair-
man JCSC also visited National Security 
Academy and witnessed various facets 
of ongoing training. CJCSC appreciated 
the high standards of training and skills 
being attained. Earlier upon arrival at 
Qatar’s GHQ, Chairman JCSC was given 
Guard of Honour by a smartly turned 
out contingent of Armed Forces of Qatar.

Oil holds above $50 on US stocks draw, Brexit deal hopes
US crude inventories fell 562,000 

barrels in the week to December 18 
to 499.5m barrels

Bureau Reporter
SINGAPORE/SYDNEY/LONDON/MOSCOW

Oil prices edged down on Thursday 
but were holding well above $50 
per barrel in light holiday trade as 
a drop in US stockpiles spurred de-
mand hopes, while hints of an im-
minent Brexit deal underpinned 
investors’ risk appetite.Brent crude 
futures were down $0.4, or 0.8%, to 
$50.80 a barrel at 1100 GMT, while 
US West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude was down $0.36, or 0.75%, to 
$47.76. Both contracts gained more 
than 2% on Wednesday.“Lower US in-
ventories of crude and fuels as well 
as signs of a potential Brexit deal 
which led to weaker US dollar were 
good news,” said Hiroyuki Kikukawa, 
General Manager of Research at 
Nissan Securities.“But lingering wor-
ries over a new variant of the novel 
coronavirus capped gains,” he said, 
adding oil markets were quiet with 
investors in holiday mode.US crude 
inventories fell by 562,000 bar-
rels in the week to December 18 to 

499.5 million barrels, the Energy 
Information Administration (EIA) said 
on Wednesday.Gasoline stocks fell by 
a surprise 1.1 million barrels to 237.8 
million barrels, the EIA said, while 
distillate stockpiles fell by a more-
than-expected 2.3 million barrels to 
148.9 million barrels.Oil prices also 
drew support from news that Britain 
and the European Union were on the 
cusp of striking a narrow trade deal, 
swerving away from a chaotic finale to 
the Brexit split.“Risk appetite among 
investors improved also because of a 

rebound in global equities, which un-
derlined that fears over a new variant 
of the coronavirus have receded a lit-
tle,” said Satoru Yoshida, a commod-
ity analyst with Rakuten Securities.
At least four drugmakers expect their 
Covid-19 vaccines will be effective 
against the new fast-spreading variant 
of the virus that is raging in Britain, 
and are performing tests that should 
provide confirmation in a few weeks.
On the supply side, US energy firms 
this week added oil and natural gas 
rigs for a fifth week in a row.

BEIJING
Representatives from China, Pakistan, 

Kazakhstan and Afghanistan while ad-
dressing the International Seminar on 
Joint Response to Terrorism said that 
the Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement 
terrorist forces pose a serious threat to 
the peace, security and people’s wel-
fare in China, relevant countries and 
the whole region.They emphasized that 
cooperation should be enhanced to fight 
them and safeguard regional and global 
security.The seminar was held yester-
day under the New Circumstances held 
by the CIIS.According to the spokes-
person of the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
Zhao Lijian, Vice Foreign Minister Luo 
Zhaohui delivered a keynote speech.
Chinese academics talked about China’s 
counter-terrorism and de-radicalization 
work. Participants held candid and in-
depth exchange, which helped them to 
build up consensus, enhance mutual 
trust, share experience and promote co-
operation.The Chinese side pointed out 
that non-traditional security threats re-
quire transnational responses. Response 
to non-traditional security issues should 
be based on a coherent and sustain-
able approach; we need a long-term 
view instead of knee-jerk reaction.

Opting for unilateralist and bullying 
practices, a certain country has politi-
cized counter-terrorism and turned it 
into a convenient tool. This has caused 
serious disruption to international 
counter-terrorism cooperation, and we 
all need to be on high alert. In fighting 
terrorism, the world must firmly uphold 
international common understanding, 
adopt effective measures, follow a uni-
fied standard, and eradicate the breed-
ing ground of terrorism.All participants 
hold that the pandemic has complicated 
and aggravated the international coun-
ter-terrorism situation, but the interna-
tional community should always uphold 
multilateralism, strengthen solidarity 
and jointly deal with non-conventional 
security threats including terrorism.
They asserted, we must apply a unified 
standard and reject double standards 
unequivocally. We must defend interna-
tional consensus and reject politicizing 
counter-terrorism or using it as a tool 
for selfish gains.We must adopt com-
prehensive measures to treat both the 
symptoms and the root cause, attach 
importance to preventive counter-ter-
rorism and de-radicalization efforts, 
and eliminate the breeding ground of 
terrorism.

 Pak-china int’l Air 
exercise Shaheed-ix 

concluded with a 
resolve to jointly cope 
with shared security 

challenges
Rawakpindi

The Pak-China Joint Air Exercise “Sha-
heen-IX” culminated at an Operational 
Air Base of PAF.Air Chief Marshal Mujahi-
dAnwar Khan, Chief of the Air Staff Paki-
stan Air Force, was the chief guest at the 
closing ceremony. Chinese Ambassador 
to Pakistan, H.E. Mr. NongRong, also at-
tended the ceremony as guest of honour.
The ceremony commenced with playing 
of national anthems of both countries. 
Expressing his views at the occasion, 
H.E. Mr. NongRong said, “International 
and regional strategic situation is un-
dergoing profound changes with grow-
ing complexity in security environment. 
This calls for the collaboration of our 
two countries and two armed forces in 
maintaining peace and stability and to 
cope with various challenges”. He also 
added that both Air Forces have achieved 
many breakthroughs and new heights in 
diversified battlefield environment dur-
ing this exercise.Addressing the Exercise 
participants, Air Chief Marshal Mujahid 
Anwar Khan said that the existing global 
security scenario coupled with the evolv-
ing dynamics of air warfare, called for 
enhanced partnership between Pakistan 
and China as indeed beyween our Armed 
Forces. He further added that It was 
heartening that with every passing year, 
Pakistan-China friendship became stron-
ger and stronger. VoM

ISLAMABAD
The nation would celebrate the birth anni-
versary of founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah today (Friday) across 
the country with traditional zeal and fervour.
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was 
born on December 25, 1876 in Karachi. The 
birthday is a public holiday and the national 
flag will be hoisted on principal government 
buildings throughout the country.The day 
will dawn with special prayers for the secu-
rity, progress and prosperity of the country. 
Special events will be arranged on the day 
to highlight and promote ideas and views of 
the Quaid-e-Azam.Various activities will be 
held in government and private organizations 
to shed light on Quaid-e-Azam’s lifelong po-
litical struggle and his guiding principles of 
unity, faith and discipline.The celebrations 
would be aimed at educating the youth about 
the Quaid’s vision and Pakistan’s ideology. 
Quran Khawani would be held at the Mazar-
e-Quaid in Karachi while change of guardscer-
emony would also take place.A large number 
of people from all walks of life would visit 
the tomb to pay tribute to Quaid-e-Azam for 
his services he rendered for the creation of 
a separate homeland for the Muslims of the 
Sub continent.Muhammad Ali Jinnah was a 
lawyer and politician and served as leader of 
the All-India Muslim League from 1913 until 
Pakistan’s independence on 14 August 1947, 
and then as Pakistan’s first Governor-General 
until his death on September 11, 1948.Paki-

stan National Council of the Arts (PNCA) will 
hold grand programme titled “MillatkaPas-
ban” aimed to shed light on Quaid’s teach-
ings for youth about what they need to do 
for their country to become a healthy nation.
Moreover, PNCA has scheduled various events 
including cultural, puppet show and national 
songs to celebrate the Quaid’s day with zeal 
and passion. Photographic exhibition will also 
be held to pay homage to Quaid-e-Azam and 
the services he rendered for the creation of 
a separate homeland for the Muslims of the 
Sub-continent.Strict SOPs will be followed 
with participants bound by rules to practice 
social distancing, use face masks and hand 
sanitizers.

Nation to celebrate Quaid-e-Azam’s birth anniversary with 
traditional zeal            

India left embarrassed as 

Turkey closes website pushing 

anti-Pakistan agenda
YEREVAN

The 15th meeting of Turkey-
Pakistan High Level Military Dialogue 
Group (HLMDG) was held in Ankara 
from 22-23 December. General 
SelçukBayraktaro?lu, Deputy Chief of 
Turkish General Staff led the Turkish 
delegation, while Lt. Gen. (Retd) Mian 
Muhammad Hilal Hussain, Secretary 
Defence led Pakistan delegation in 
the talks, says a press release received 
here today from Ankara. During the 
HLMDG meeting, both delegations 
discussed all avenues of mutual co-
operation in military training, educa-
tion, counter terrorism and defence 
industry cooperation including joint 
production and procurement. Both 
sides shared perspectives on pre-
vailing regional environment includ-
ing the Middle East, South Asia and 
Afghanistan. The two sides reaffirmed 
the resolve to further strengthen de-
fence cooperation. The meeting also 

took stock of the progress that has 
been made since the last HLMDG 
meeting held in Pakistan in April last 
year. The HLMDG is the highest level 
of institutional mechanism between 
Pakistan and Turkey, mandated to 
charter policies and action plans to 
promote ties in the defence field. 
The next session of Pakistan-Turkey 
HLMDG meeting will be held in 
Pakistan in 2021. Lt. Gen. (Retd) Mian 
Muhammad Hilal Hussain separately 
called on Minister for National Defence 
of Turkey HulusiAkar, Chief of Turkish 
General Staff General Ya?arGuler, Head 
of Presidency of Turkish Defence 
Industries Prof. Dr. Ismail Demir and 

CEO of Turkish Aerospace Industries 
(TAI) Dr. TemilKotil. Pakistan del-
egation also visited defence indus-
try firms including Baykar (UAV 
OEM), ASELSAN, HAVELSAN and TAI.
India left embarrassed as Turkey 
closes website pushing anti-Pakistan 
agenda. India was once again left em-
barrassed on Thursday after Turkish 
authorities closed down a website 
being operated by India to spread 
anti-Pakistan propaganda. This was 
revealed by Abdul Akbar, a diplomat 
at the Pakistan Embassy at Ankara. 
Taking to Twitter, Akbar disclosed 
that the website, www.hamsvasser.
com has been “closed” by Turkish au-
thorities after it was found defaming 
Pakistan. India was once again left em-
barrassed on Thursday after Turkish 
authorities closed down a website 
being operated by India to spread 
anti-Pakistan propaganda. This was 
revealed by Abdul Akbar, a diplomat 
at the Pakistan Embassy at Ankara. 
Taking to Twitter, Akbar disclosed that 
the website, www.hamsvasser.com has 
been “closed” by Turkish authorities 
after it was found defaming Pakistan.

TURBAT 
Chief of Army Staff General Qamar JavedBa-
jwa called on Prime Minister Imran Khan in 
Islamabad today (Thursday).Director General 
ISI Lt. General Faiz Hamid was also present 
on the occasion.Professional matters pertain-
ing to Pakistan Army and external and inter-
nal security situation were discussed.Concern 
was expressed over continuous human rights 
violation in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir.Ceasefire violations and frequent 
provocative measures from Indian forces 
along Line of Control came under discussion.
It was resolved that defence of the motherland 
will be ensured with the support of entire na-
tion at all costs.Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has stressed the need to revise the master 
plans of major cities to address the problems 
arising from the growing urban population.
He was chairing a weekly meeting of the Na-
tional Coordination Committee on Housing, 

Construction and Development in Islamabad 
today (Thursday).The Prime Minister directed 
to adopt modern and international standard 
methods for master plans.He said the master 
plan will not only help in providing better 
facilities to the citizens but also prevent mis-
use of space allotted for civic amenities and 
other purposes.The meeting was informed 
that mapping is underway in Islamabad, La-
hore, Karachi, Peshawar and Quetta and data 
has been collected from other small towns 
and rural areas which is being digitized.This 
process will eliminate problems in determin-
ing the actual ownership of the land and will 
help in better planning.The Prime Minister 
directed all the Provincial Chief Secretaries 
to provide the Provincial Land Records to the 
Surveyor General as soon as possible so that 
the mapping process could be completed. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan says funds sent 
by overseas Pakistanis through Roshan Digi-

tal Accounts created by State Bank of Pakistan 
have crossed 200 million dollars yesterday.In 
a tweet on Thursday, he said the pace is accel-
erating as first 100 million dollars came in 76 
days and the next 100 million dollars came in 
only 28 days.The Prime Minister said that he 
wants to thank our great asset, Overseas Paki-
stanis. While, a meeting of the Monetary and 
Fiscal Policies Coordination Board was held 
in Islamabad on Thursday with Minister for 
Finance and Revenue Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh 
in the chair     The meeting was informed that 
the timely actions taken by the Government 
have mitigated the severe impact of pandemic 
on economy.Governor State Bank Reza Baqir 
briefed that Monetary Policy paved way for 
economic recovery during first quarter of cur-
rent fiscal year.The Deputy Chairman Planning 
Commission said Large Scale Manufacturing 
and Housing Sectors have started showing 
signs of growth and improvement.

PM, COAS reiterates commitment to ensure 
utmost national security, sovereignty

PM urges for revamped master plans of major cities

Govt committed to ensure re-
ligious freedom, equal rights 

of minorities: President
ISLAMABAD

President DrArifAlvi Wednesday said that 
all minorities in Pakistan enjoyed complete 
religious freedom and equal rights and the 
government was committed to ensure all 
steps in this regard.Addressing a Christmas 
function at Aiwan e Sadr, the president said 
Islamic teachings and Constitution of Paki-
stan had guaranteed the religious rights of 
all minorities.The country’s constitutional 
articles were very clear about their rights, 
he said.The president said the founder of 
Pakistan, Quaid e Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah in his historic speech of August 11, had 
in a much elucidated manner pronounced 
the religious freedom and equal rights of all.
For many, the same reference in his speech 
was a sort of agreement reached with all mi-
norities.The president said the incumbent 
government had already resolved under 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s promise of 
equal treatment of all minorities. The prime 
minister had resolved to show to the world 
how minorities were treated in Pakistan, he 
added. The president cited unmatched prec-
edents set up in Riasat e Madina by the Holy 
Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (Peace Be Upon 
Him) with regard to treatment of people of 
different faiths.“It is the duty of all to ensure 
these principles of equity and inter-faith 
harmony,” he stressed.The president further 
said contrary to such treatment in Pakistan, 
they witnessed the alarming situation in 
their neighborhood where religious minori-
ties were deprived of citizenship on basis of 
religious discrimination.The president said 
under Ehsaasprogramme, minorities were 
also supported under a transparent manner. 
The president while extending felicitations 
to Christian community appreciated role of 
Pope for raising voice for the Palestinians 
and issues like inequality of wealth.
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  A Glimpsefrom a sis-
ter’s eye

T he world has seen many a great day,
But not one like the “Quaid-I-Azam Day”
Many great events have cometo pass
Time has seen them plenty
But it has seen less of a great event
Like the Day graced by Jinnah the Exalted…

Max Weber defines Charisma as a certain quality of an individual personality 
by virtue of which he is set apart from ordinary men and treated as endowed 
with supernatural, super human or at least specifically exceptional qualities on 
the basis of which an individual concerned is treated as leader.Quaid the great 
charismatic leader of sub continent was not only a person who guided the whole 
nation but he himself was a way forward towards prosperity and success of the 
Muslims of sub continent. Being a true leader to his people he had not only led 
them politically and strategically but also had provided them a vision.Pakistan and 
Quaid-e-Azam are the two words that occur always together in the history of sub 
continent. In other words both have become necessary for each other. Pakistan is 
the name and Quaid is the soul. Pakistan was the aim and Quaid was the seeker. 
Pakistan was the idea with complete ideology and the Quaid was the animator 
but along with all these necessary elements in personal life he was a brother as 
well. A very loving and supportive brother. He himself used to say Fatima Jinnah 
is a constant source of help and encouragement to me. In the days when I was 
expecting to be taken as a prisoner by the British government. It was my sister 
who encouragement me and said hopeful things when revolution was staring me 
in the face. Her constant care is about my health.

How To Promote
Gender Mainstreaming

G ender Mainstreaming is the process of assessing the implications 
for Women and Men for any planned action, including legislation, 
policies or programmes in any area and at all levels. Gender refers 
to the socially constructed roles and relationships, attitudes behav-
iours, values relative power etc. Gender is relational and refers not 
simply to women and men but to the relationship between them. 

In many societies the perception of women empowerment may have some au-
thenticity because in those societies men already enjoys the benefits of Gender 
Mainstreaming as there is no other Gender to share the enjoyment  or if there is 
some sharing elements then they are not in a high number as to maintain equality. 
Gender equality has been recognized as a human right since the establishment of 
the United Nations but if we named one creator of such idea then that is no one else 
but our Holy book of Quran, which is infact a complete code of life.This is not an 
assumption but a reality and this reality clearly seen in underdeveloped societies 
where women are treated as inferior creature. If we have a look of the several sec-
tors of society like education, health, employment and many other women rights 
are being exploit there as well. Women are participating in politics and also have 
a reach to the decision and policy makers but they are not the part of the process. 
There are many other exploitation to be observed and discuss but can in such type 
of atmosphere“Gender Mainstreaming” can be flourished. Ofcourse it is even dif-
ficult to talk about that in such situation, , so Gender equality should be there in 
society that describes the concept that all human beings both women and men are 
free to develop their personal abilities and make choices without the limitations 
set by stereotypes, rigid Gender roles or prejudices and this Gender equality can 
surely be path towards the Gender Mainstreaming and Ofcourse to practice it.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Quaid’s Pakistan

It’s that time of the year when we celebrate the 
existence of a man of intelligence, principles, 
wit, courage, humane brilliance, and politi-
cal vision. With 25th December knocking at 
our doors. We should be ready with inspiring, 
appealing and nicely wrapped presents for 

Jinnah’s 145th birthday. What national victories, as 
a nation, will we proudly present to the founding 
father of the nation? Perhaps, a lot to be proud of 
where we have escalated since September 11, 1948, 
the agonizing day when father of nation left us for 
the immutable stay.Pakistan was not fortunate 
enough to enjoy the leadership of Quaid-e-Azam 
for long. But before going, he handed over his vi-
sion of how Pakistan should be made. His vision 
delineated a democratic state, which should mirror 
the incredible standards of human advancement, 
freedom, equality, fraternity, and Islamic values of 
fairness of manhood, equity, fellowship and social 
justice, invigorating not only as the state but also 
as an integrated and powerful country established 
on patriotism, and not provincialism, religious and 
sectarian redirections, or bigotry.Quaid-e-Azam 
will be all-glad for his country to have developed 
from around 33.7 Million in 1947 to 208 Million 
in 2020, making us the fifth largest in the world.

Although, he would be downhearted about his 42 
Million people of East Pakistan.What may upset 
him more would be our 154th positioning among 
189 nations on the UN’s Human Development Index 
(HDI) demonstrating that we are still striving in 
education, health, living standards, climate and pol-
lution.His addresses to the Constituent Assembly 
of Pakistan in Karachi on August 11, 1947, and 
Dhaka address on March 21, 1948, would remind 
us that he requested the governments to act “so 
the life, property, and religious beliefs of its peo-
ple are completely ensured by the state, entirely 
and exclusively focus on the prosperity of indi-
viduals, the government’s only aim should be to 
serve people, and devise ways for their welfare and 
betterment.”Jinnah’s delights would be noticeable 
to see Pakistan as an atomic force, the sixth-largest 
military of the world, 33rd biggest zone (in spite of 
losing East Pakistan), and fourth-largest irrigated 
land, first in sports and surgical industry, fifth-larg-
est human capital.Wistfully, his delights are prob-
ably going to blur to see we are still striving with 
basic necessities such as schooling, food, living and 
the wellbeing of his people in Pakistan.Religious 
equality has been the hallmark of Quaid’s vision, 
and we are doing well in these areas.Also, Quaid-
e-Azam was a genuine advocate of gender equality 
he said that no nation can rise to the height of glory 
unless their women are side by side with them as 
comrades in every sphere, and today Pakistani 
women have excelled in every dimension of life, 
he would be gleeful that to a large extent his vision 
has manifested into affairs of the state.We must fol-
low his political ideals “unity, faith and discipline”, 
his values of social freedom, freeplay, fraternity, 

his foundation governance principles of social jus-
tice, welfare and equality established on Islamic 
principles, and the democratic creeds implanted in 
the constitution of Pakistan. This year on 25th Dec 
Pakistan National Council of Arts (PNCA) will hold 
a grand function titled as “MilatkaPasban”, aimed to 
shed light upon Quaid’s teachings for the youth of 
Pakistan regarding what needs to be done for the 
country to become a healthy, progressive nation 
and walk with pride in the comity of nations.We 
need to focus on the well-being and honourable liv-
ing of Pakistanis, exponentially improving HDI,and 
lowering poverty levels and make Pakistan as he 
envisioned, be simply Jinnah’s Pakistan; today, to-
morrow and ever.

‘Wonder Woman 1984’
Gal Gadot Battles Greed, Desire and an Unwieldy 3rd Act

LONDON
A floppy-haired con artist, known for his TV pres-

ence in which he pretends to be a successful busi-
nessman, gets his hands on the ultimate power, and 
then when he proves incapable of wielding it, he’d 
rather destroy the world than acknowledge his own 
petty inadequacies. It’s a wild fantasy scenario, to be 
certain, but it provides the satirical underpinnings 
for “Wonder Woman 1984” to mock the rapacious 
greed of the Reagan era and its ongoing reverbera-
tions into the 21st century.The film’s wickedly pun-
gent social satire must occasionally step aside for 
superheroics, of course. And while the reteaming of 
Gal Gadot and director Patty Jenkins provides the 
expected thrills and excitement, this sequel shares 
the significant flaw of its predecessor: Both films 
graft an unwieldy and effects-heavy finale onto a 
movie that had managed to create relatable charac-
ters and situations, even when both are larger than 
life. Jenkins’ two “Wonder Woman” movies are two 
of the best superhero sagas of the current wave, but 
they both give way to the verge-of-destruction light 
show that is so often the go-to third act for films like 
this.It’s 1984, and so of course we begin in a mall, 
where Wonder Woman (Gadot) foils a robbery of a 
jewelry store that’s actually a front for antiquities 
smugglers. (She does so while disabling the security 
cameras because, per “Batman v. Superman: Dawn 
of Justice,” the Amazon princess has been operat-
ing under the radar and off the grid following her 
WWI adventures in the previous film.) One of the 
recovered items makes its way to the Smithsonian, 

where Wonder Woman’s alter ego Diana Prince 
is employed. Diana befriends nerdy gemologist 
Barbara Minerva (Kristen Wiig), who discovers that, 
according to legend, the gemstone has the power 
to grant wishes. Barbara wishes to be strong and 
confident, like Diana, and Diana wishes for the re-
turn of her beloved Steve (Chris Pine), whose death 
seven decades ago she is still mourning.The stone 
is also of great interest to the Smithsonian’s newest 

donor, the flashy Maxwell Lord (Pedro Pascal), who 
peddles oil shares to the masses via his TV commer-
cials even though his entire enterprise is a pyramid 
scheme. The stone does indeed grant wishes, turn-
ing Barbara into a sexy powerhouse, transforming 
Lord into a financial titan, and bringing Steve back 
to life in someone else’s body. (Hallmark Channel 
veteran Kristoffer Polaha plays the vessel for Steve’s 
reincarnation.)

NASA’s Webb Sunshield Successfully 
Unfolds and Tensions in Final Tests

CALIFORNIA
The sunshield protects the telescope and 

reflects light and background heat from the 
Sun, Earth and Moon into space. The ob-
servatory must be kept cold to accomplish 
groundbreaking science in infrared light, 
which is invisible to human eyes and felt as 
heat.In the sunshield’s shadow, Webb’s in-
novative technologies and sensitive infrared 
sensors will allow scientists to observe dis-
tant galaxies and study many other intrigu-
ing objects in the universe.Maintaining the 
sunshield’s shape involves a delicate, compli-
cated process.“Congratulations to the entire 
team. Due to Webb’s large size and stringent 
performance requirements, the deployments 
are incredibly complex. In addition to the re-
quired technical expertise, this set of tests 
required detailed planning, determination, 
patience and open communication. The 
team proved that it has all these attributes. 
It’s amazing to think that next time Webb’s 
sunshield is deployed it will be many thou-
sands of miles away, hurtling through space,” 
said James Cooper, Webb’s sunshield man-
ager at Goddard.The Kapton® polymer-
coated membranes of Webb’s sunshield were 
fully deployed and tensioned in December 
at Northrop Grumman in Redondo Beach, 
California. Northrop Grumman designed the 

observatory’s sunshield for NASA.During 
testing, engineers sent a series of commands 
to spacecraft hardware that activated 139 ac-
tuators, eight motors, and thousands of other 
components to unfold and stretch the five 
membranes of the sunshield into its final taut 
shape. A challenging part of the test is to un-
fold the sunshield in Earth’s gravity environ-
ment, which causes friction, unlike unfolding 
material in space without the effects of grav-
ity. For launch the sunshield will be folded 
up around two sides of the observatory and 
placed in an Ariane 5 launch vehicle, which 
is provided by the European Space Agency.
In this test, two pallet structures that hold 
the sunshield upright folded down, then 
two huge “arms” (known as the Mid-Boom 
Assembly) of the sunshield slowly telescoped 
outward.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Ambassador of the Republic 
of Turkey to Pakistan 
Ambassador Ihsan Mustafa 
Yurdakul has inaugurated the 
Pak-Turk Friendship Square 
on Murree Road to express 
Pakistan Turkey friendship. 
C h a i r m a n  R a w a l p i n d i 
Development Authority (RDA) 
Tariq Mehmood Murtaza, 
Director General RDA Chaudhry 
Maqbool Ahmed, MD WASA 
Raja Shaukat Mehmood, 
Country Head of TIKA Ghokhan 
Umut, General Secretary 
of Turkish Organization 
IHH-NL Akhlaq-ur-Rehman, 
Deputy Director Finance RDA 
Muhammad Junaid Taj Bhatti 
and other officials of RDA 
were present on the occasion.  

On the occasion, Chairman 
R DA  Ta r i q  M e h m o o d 
Murtaza thanked the Turkish 
Ambassador and said that this 
monument would be a reminder 
of strong Pak-Turkish friendship. 
He said Prime Minister 
Imran Khan wished to fur-
ther strengthen relations with 
Muslim countries. In this regard, 
we are continuing our efforts 
to bring the people of Muslim 
countries closer to each other. 
The RDA’s Pak-Turkish memo-
rial project is also a link to this, 
Chairman RDA said. He further 
said that both the countries are 
working together for the welfare 
of the people. The main agenda 
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) government is to improve 
the lives of the people, he added.  
The Turkish Ambassador to 

Pakistan thanked the Chairman 
RDA for constructing the 
Turkish Friendship Square. 
He said that this monument 
would be a reminder of Pak-
Turkish friendship. Pakistan 
and Turkey are brotherly coun-
tries. Turkey is working on 
various projects to bring pros-
perity to Pakistan, he added.  
On this occasion, DG RDA 
Chaudhry Maqbool Ahmed 
thanked the Turkish Ambassador 
for inaugurating Pak-Turk 
Friendship Square. He said that 
both the countries helped each 
other in the most difficult times. 
Pakistan was keen to enhance 
its relations with Turkey to an 
even higher level, he said. He 
expressed his desire to start 
various projects in Turkey’s col-
laboration with RDA.

Turkish Ambassador Ehsan Mustafa inaugurates Pak-Turkish Friendship Square

December-25-1941

White Christmas,” written by the 
formidable composer and lyr-
icist Irving Berlin receives its 
world premiere on December 
26, 1941 on Bing Crosby’s 
weekly NBC radio program, 

The Kraft Music Hall. It went on to become one of the 
most commercially successful singles of all time, and the 
top-selling single ever until being surpassed by Elton 
John’s “Candle in the Wind 1997.”“White Christmas” 
took its first steps toward becoming a bedrock standard 
in the American songbook when Crosby first performed 
it publicly on Christmas Day, 1941. The song’s success 
couldn’t have surprised Berlin, who despite having 
already written such songs as “Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,” “Cheek To Cheek” and “God Bless America,” had 
raced into his Manhattan office in January 1940 and 
asked his musical secretary to transcribe “The best 
song I ever wrote…the best song anybody ever wrote.” It 
was nearly two years later, however, that Crosby finally 
premiered the song on live radio, and a year after that 
that Crosby’s recording of “White Christmas” became 
a smash pop hit.Crosby’s October 1942 recording of 
“White Christmas” received heavy airplay on Armed 
Forces Radio as well as on commercial radio during 
its first Christmas season, becoming an instant #1 pop 

hit. It also returned to the Hit Parade pop chart in every 
subsequent Christmas season for the next 20 years. 
Unlike other perennial holiday hits, however, “White 
Christmas” strikes a mood that isn’t necessarily jolly. As 
Jody Rosen, author of the 2002 book White Christmas: 
The Story of an American Song, told National Public 
Radio, “It’s very melancholy….And I think this really 
makes it stand out amongst kind of chirpy seasonal 
standards [like] ‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer’ 

or ‘Let It Snow.’….I think that’s one of the reasons why 
people keep responding to it, because our feelings over 
the holiday season are ambivalent.” This was certainly 
true of the immigrant Russian Jewish songwriter Irving 
Berlin. Though he did not celebrate Christmas, it was 
a day that held special meaning to Berlin, who had 
spent each Christmas Day visiting the grave of his late 
son, Irving Berlin, Jr., who died at just 3 weeks old on 
December 25, 1928.

Bing Crosby introduces “White Christmas” to the 
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Britney Spears’ boyfriend 
reveals coronavirus test

NEWYORK
The 26-year-old fitness model credited his “healthy 
lifestyle” with helping him deal with the respira-
tory illness, as he revealed he had just one day of 
“common cold symptoms” after his positive test.
Writing on Instagram this week, he said: “2020 has 
been a crazy/twisted year for all of us. Recently I 
tested positive for Covid-19, I was lucky enough to 
catch the news before being around and infecting 
my loved ones (friends, family, significant other).“I 
quickly isolated myself and started my quarantine 
process alone.“This is where my healthy lifestyle 
helped a lot, I only had 1 day of common cold 
symptoms day 2 after testing positive but 24 hours 
later I was perfectly normal. I continued my work-
outs and clean nutrition at home as usual.”Sam - 
who has been dating the ‘Toxic’ hitmaker since 
2016 - revealed he “tested negative twice” after 
being in quarantine for 10 days, and insisted he 
wanted to “inspire” his social media followers to 
take care of their own bodies. He continued: “10 
days later I was no longer contagious, and tested 
negative twice and was cleared by doctors to end 
quarantine and return to my loved ones.“I spend 
a lot of time cleansing And thinking about how 
important our health is in General even outside 
of Covid, at the end of our lives one of the most im-
portant things will be health, I will continue to do 
my best and inspire you guys to also live a healthy 
lifestyle. (sic)”VoM

 Britney Spears marks 
Christmas early with her sons

NEW YORK
The ‘Toxic’ hitmaker was reportedly thrilled 
that she got a chance to see Jayden and Sean on 
Monday and Tuesday this week as they are set to 
spend the festive season with their father.Kevin 
Federline - who has primary custody of both 
children - is set to host the kids on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day, TMZ reports, as they 
take it in turns after Britney had the children 
last Christmas.Meanwhile, Britney is currently 
locked in a legal battle against her father, Jamie 
Spears, to have him permanently removed from 
her conservatorship, as she no longer wants him 
to have control over her life, as he has done since 
her conservatorship began following her public 
breakdown in 2008.And her dad recently claimed 
he hasn’t spoken to his daughter since August and 
he “misses her”.He said: “I love my daughter and 
I miss her very much. When a family member 
needs special care and protection, families need 
to step up, as I have done for the last 12-plus 
years, to safeguard, protect and continue to love 
Britney unconditionally. VoM

Mariah Carey cherishes gifts 
from twins

NEW YORK
Nick Cannon – is all she needs when it comes to 
presents.However, that doesn’t mean she doesn’t 
love receiving gifts.She said: “For me, just the kids’ 
love is all I really need. They make me things and I 
save everything. But that doesn’t mean I don’t want 
things bought from the shop. I love that too.”The 
50-year-old star celebrates Christmas in Aspen, 
and she and her loved ones go through the same 
rituals and traditions every year.She explained to 
Closer magazine: “When I get off the plane, our 
drivers have ‘All I Want For Christmas…’ play-
ing, we have hot cocoa and some butterscotch 
schnapps. Then we’ll go through the woods on 
a two-horse open sleigh.“We do a tree in the 
bedroom, then I do a big tree in the living room 
with decorations I’ve had for years.“Gold lights 
with off-white light, angels wearing white, and 
butterflies.“We also do another tree in the family 
room area and call that the Charlie Brown tree.“It’s 
a sad little tree that we decorate with Polaroid pic-
tures of ourselves.”Mariah has been open about her 
difficult childhood, so Christmas has always given 
her a time for the fun and happiness she craved. 
She said: “Christmas represented so much for me, 
but these people always screwed it up.VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

Former Pakistan captain Inzamamul 
Haq believes that Pakistan will find 
things difficult during the upcoming two-
match Test series against New Zealand 
especially due to the absence of, skip-
per and star batsman, Babar Azam.
While talking to media in Lahore, 
Inzamam cited examples of India and 
West Indies, who were comprehensi-
bly beaten by New Zealand at home, 
while warning the Men in Green.  
“It will be difficult for Pakistan because 
he [Babar Azam] is the captain and 
main player of the side,” said Inzamam. 
“Pakistan team are heading into the 
Test series after playing the T20I series 
and also winning the last match. So, I’m 
hopeful that the team will put up a good 
show.” He also opened up on the sudden 
retirement of pacer Mohammad Amir, 
from international cricket, after reserva-

tions with Pakistan team management
“Amir is a good player and his absence his 
affect the side. But we have other bowlers 
as well, who are doing well,” he said. “Such 
incidents should not take place in Pakistan 
cricket and this is more important for me 
as compared to how it affects our bowling 
strength. A player should not leave cricket 

in such a manner, after having served 
Pakistan cricket, as it doesn’t look good.”
“If Amir had any issues with Waqar 
[Younis], he should have talked with 
Misbah [ul Haq] and if that didn’t work 
he should have approached the PCB. If 
the issue remained after this, then he had 
the right to take such a decision,” he said. 

Staff Report
LONDON

Chelsea winger Hakim Ziyech will 
miss Saturday’s Premier League 
encounter at Arsenal due to a 
muscle problem while defenders 
Ben Chilwell and Reece James are 

doubtful after picking up knocks, 
manager Frank Lampard said.
Ziyech joined Chelsea from Ajax 
Amsterdam during the close-
season for a reported 40 mil-
lion euros ($48.81 million) but 
the 27-year-old missed the start 

of the campaign through injury.
The Morocco international has 
not played since Chelsea’s 3-1 
win over promoted Leeds United 
on Dec. 5.“Ziyech won’t be fit for 
Arsenal... he’s got another mus-
cle injury. You have to wait for 
it to recover,” Lampard told a 
news conference on Wednesday.
“It’s not a long-term concern, we 
hope to have him back within 
the next week or so, and hope-
fully offering what he was before.”
Chilwell  and James both suf-
fered knocks in the past week and 
are doubtful for the clash at the 
Emirates Stadium as well as the 
visit of Aston Villa two days later.
“I can’t give you an answer at the 
moment. I’m not sure if they’ll be 
fit for either game,” Lampard added.
Lampard’s side are fifth in the league 
with 25 points from 14 games.

Benchmark KSE-100 index rises 
180.76 points to settle at 43,087.70

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Investors’ sentiment remained bullish at the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange on Thursday as the 
benchmark KSE-100 index gained 329 points 
ahead of a long weekend.During the session, 
the country achieved the milestone of $200 
million worth of inflows into Roshan Digital 
Accounts and the news mainly fueled the mar-
ket’s uptrend. On the back of investor optimism, 
index-heavy automobile, cement and financial 
sectors closed with handsome gains.Foreign 
institutional investors, however, divested over 
Rs2 billion worth of shares, thus capping gains.
Earlier, trading began with a jump and the KSE-
100 index managed to climb over 500 points 
in initial hours. However, profit-taking by mar-
ket participants erased some of the gains but 
encouraging progress on the Roshan Digital 
Account initiative helped the index end the day 
on a positive note.At close, the benchmark KSE-
100 index recorded an increase of 329.07 points, 
or 0.76%, to settle at 43,416.77 points.A report 
of Arif Habib Limited stated that the last day 
of rollover week ended with fanfare, adding a 
total of 544 points during the session and end-
ing with a rise of 329 points.On a weekly basis, 

the KSE-100 index gained 450 points after losing 
1,200 points in first two sessions of the week.An 
overnight jump in international crude oil prices 
helped exploration and production stocks make 
a decent recovery, however, profit-booking kept 
the price increase in check.The cement sector 
performed comparatively better on the back 
of healthy cement dispatches, which was aided 
by consistent buying interest in banking sector 
stocks from local investors, the report said.JS 
Global analyst Maaz Mulla said the benchmark 
KSE-100 index closed positive by 329 points, 
after hitting a high of +544 points. It ended trad-
ing at 43,417.The market remained bullish with 
cement being the major sector where Cherat 
Cement (+7.3%), Pioneer Cement (+6.6%), 
Gharibwal Cement (+4.9%) and Lucky Cement 
(+3.6%) touched the upper circuit.Moreover, 
oil prices in the international market gained 
ground, showing signs of recovery in global 
markets. Oil and Gas Development Company 
(+0.7%) and Pakistan Petroleum (+0.6%) were 
in the green zone.Top contributors to total vol-
umes were Unity Foods (+6.6%), TRG Pakistan 
(+7.5%), Maple Leaf Cement (+3.4%), Azgard 
Nine (0%), Pakistan Refinery (+2.1%), Power 
Cement (+4.5%) and Fauji Cement (+2.6%), 
with a total of 198 million shares changing 
hands.Moreover, HBL (+0.1%), Lucky Cement 
(+3.6%), MCB (+0.4%), Hubco (+0.6%), Oil and 

Gas Development Company (+0.7%) and UBL 
(+0.9%) were the top movers.“Moving forward, 
we expect the market to remain bullish and rec-
ommend investors to buy on dips,” the analyst 
added.Overall, trading volumes soared to 570.6 
million shares compared with Wednesday’s 
tally of 378.9 million. The value of shares traded 
during the day was Rs25.5 billion.Shares of 402 
companies were traded. At the end of the day, 
232 stocks closed higher, 150 declined and 20 re-
mained unchanged.Unity Foods was the volume 
leader with 46.9 million shares, gaining Rs1.76 to 
close at Rs28.51. It was followed by TRG Pakistan 
with 37.3 million shares, gaining Rs5.47 to close 
at Rs78.42 and Maple Leaf Cement with 34.7 mil-
lion shares, gaining Rs1.44 to close at Rs43.38.

Bureau Report
Dubai

While Dubai’s economy is expected to contract 
by 6.2 percent in 2020, with the travel and hos-
pitality sectors hit hard by the coronavirus pan-
demic, the emirate saw a surge in bank financing 
for the transport, storage and communications 
sectors, and strong growth in the establishment 
of new financial technology (fintech) companies 
licensed to operate.“Our leadership’s directives 
were focused on ensuring that the short-term 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic does not 
translate into a long-term economic hardship 
that would inflict lasting damage on people and 
businesses by way of job losses and bankrupt-
cies,” Sami Al-Qamzi, director general of Dubai 
Economy, said in a statement.According to a 
report by Dubai Economy, economic growth in 
the emirate during the first half of 2020 declined 
by 10.8 percent, and is forecast to contract by 
6.2 percent for the full year.Due to the COVID-
19 lockdown, global travel restrictions had a 
big impact on the hotels and restaurants sector, 
which contracted by 20 percent, followed by the 

transport and storage sector (down 11 percent) 
and the retail and wholesale trade sector (down 
9 percent). Throughout the pandemic, Dubai’s 
government launched four stimulus packages 
designed to support the local business com-
munity and reduce the economic impact of 
COVID-19. These support packages were val-
ued at around 6.8 billion UAE dirhams ($1.85 
billion).“According to a recent study by Dubai 
Economy, Dubai’s stimulus packages contributed 
to reducing the economic impact of the crisis 
by limiting the expected economic contraction 
to 6.2 percent in 2020, a decline that is in line 
with the growth outlook of countries around the 
globe as reported by the International Monetary 
Fund,” Dubai Economy said in a report issued by 
WAM, the UAE state news agency.Al-Qamzi said: 
“These efforts include investment in healthcare 
and food security that will not only reduce the 
likelihood of future shocks, but also contribute to 
enhancing the Emirate’s resilience against such 
shocks.”According to the Dubai Statistics Centre, 
activity in the hospitality and food services sec-
tor decreased by 34.6 percent in the first half of 

the year compared to the same period in 2019. 
Real estate, a key pillar of Dubai’s economy, saw 
activity down 3.7 percent.The financial sector 
reported more positive figures, with activity up 
1.4 percent. The Dubai International Financial 
Centre (DIFC) added 310 new companies during 
the first half of 2020, up 25 percent compared to 
the same period last year, bringing the number 
of active companies in the free zone to 2,584.
Businesses in the emirate also enjoyed support 
from the banking sector, with the amount of 
credit distributed to residents up 5.5 percent by 
the end of the first six months of 2020 compared 
to the same period last year.

Dubai sees surge in bank financing, new fintech firms in 2020

Turkey’s cen-
tral bank raises 
interest rate to 

17%
Bureaau Report

ISTANBUL
Turkey’s central bank raised 

the benchmark interest rate on 
Thursday for a second time in a 
row under its new chief.The bank 
announced after its Monetary 
Policy Committee meeting that 
it was raising the one-week repo 
rate — the rate by which it lends to 
commercial banks — by 200 basis 
points to 17 percent. The decision 
follows the November hike of 475 
basis points.A bank statement 
said the hike was enacted “to im-
plement a strong monetary tight-
ening, in order to eliminate risks 
to the inflation outlook, contain 
inflation expectations and restore 
the disinflation process as soon 
as possible.”Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan ousted 
the previous central bank chief in 
November, after the lira dipped to 
record lows and appointed Naci 
Agbal, a former finance minis-
ter, to the post.The former chief, 
Murat Uysal, had reduced interest 
rates from 2018 highs, in line with 
Erdogan’s aversion to high rates.
Markets have responded positively 
to Agbal and his promise for more 
orthodox, tighter policy. The lira 
has strengthened against the dol-
lar since then, following a months-
long plunge due to concerns over 
the management of the economy 
and central bank reserves, the 
COVID-19 pandemic and diplo-
matic tensions.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Should Chinese regulators determine Jack Ma’s 
Alibaba Group to be a monopoly, they ought to 
look directly to Beijing for an explanation as to 
how it happened.On Thursday, China announced 
an investigation into alleged monopolistic prac-
tices at the Hangzhou-based e-commerce giant. 
Ant Group is also in the crosshairs, as the central 
bank and the banking watchdog will separately 
summon Ma’s fintech affiliate to a meeting.The 
swift share price reaction, which saw Alibaba 
drop as much as 7.9% in Hong Kong trading, in-
dicates investors take these two probes seriously.
Yet, Alibaba’s 20-year rise to supremacy is due in 
no small part to government policies, which pro-
tected and coddled the now-booming internet sec-
tor. Under the guise of national security, successive 
leaders have implemented censorship, foreign-
ownership restrictions and other limitations that 
stamped out competition from overseas.For years, 
companies such as Baidu, Alibaba and Tencent — 
collectively known as BAT — were feted as ex-
amples of China’s innovation and modernisation. 
Not to take anything away from their respective 
founders, who built incredible businesses from the 
ground up, but not having to deal with the likes 

of Microsoft, Google, Amazon.com and Facebook 
gave them a protective shield. Meanwhile an at-
mosphere of leniency during their nascent devel-
opment phases helped incubate these companies 
into the giants they would later become. Beijing 
allowed and encouraged this to happen.But now 
the Alibaba empire is too big, and China wants to 
clip its wings. The move is not unexpected. Ant’s 
November initial public offering, which would 
have been the world’s biggest, was pulled at the 
last minute and weeks after Ma gave a speech in 
Shanghai criticising regulators. It is likely other 
companies will face similar scrutiny.Beijing seeks 
to better regulate and guide development of the 
platform economy, China’s government mouth-
piece, the People’s Daily, wrote soon after the 
probes were announced, referring to the structure 
where companies offer multiple services through 
the same app or website. This move does not re-
flect any change in attitude towards supporting 
and encouraging the sector, the paper wrote, but 
combating monopolies has become an urgent 
issue as resources flow to the top.It is tempting 
to compare this development to similar moves in 
the US and Europe, where all the big names are 
now under the shadow of antitrust probes. The 
differences are huge. US regulators can only wish 

they had the power to stymie names like Google, 
Facebook or Amazon. But the laissez-faire struc-
ture there means the best Washington can do is 
wait for a company to become large enough to 
be called a monopoly, and then step in to stifle or 
break it up. In China, the strong arm of govern-
ment is everywhere — both explicit and implicit 
— with executives forced to walk a fine line be-
tween being close to officials, and being too close. 
Mainland companies have become the nation’s 
greatest cheerleaders and, at times, their worst 
villains.Whether Alibaba is formally determined to 
have engaged in monopolistic practices may end 
up being irrelevant. The mere prospect of being 
reined in is enough to force executives into action, 
and contrition.

China wants to clip the wings of Alibaba empire

Bureau Report
MIAMI

Andre-Pierre Gignac scored a late winner as Mexico’s Tigres 
UANL came from behind to end their long wait for a CONCACAF 
Champions League crown with a 2-1 final victory over Los Angeles 
FC on Tuesday.Former Marseille and France international striker 
Gignac swept home the winner six minutes from time at Orlando’s 
Exploria Stadium to complete a dramatic come-from-behind win 
for the Liga-MX side.The victory marked the end of years of frus-
tration in the tournament for Tigres, who had been beaten in the 
final three times since 2016.“We lost it almost three years in a 
row and I think the club deserved to finally win it,” Gignac said 
afterwards.The Mexican side will now advance to the FIFA World 
Club Cup in Qatar next February following the win.“We finally 
achieved an international title,” added Gignac, who was named 
tournament MVP and Golden Boot winner.“I always wanted to win 
it even though some say it is not worth much. It is worth going to 
a Club World Cup, and it is worth playing against the best teams 
from each continent. Today it is Tigres’ turn.”Tigres win extends 
Mexico’s proud record in the competition. Mexican clubs have won 
the title for the last 15 editions.But the loss shattered Los Angeles’ 
dreams of becoming the first side from Major League Soccer to 
be crowned kings of club football in the North America, Central 
America and Caribbean (CONCACAF) region since Los Angeles 
Galaxy managed the feat in 2000.The defeat was even harder to 
swallow as the MLS side had appeared to be in total control for 
long periods of the second half after Uruguayan striker Diego Rossi 
fired them into a 61st-minute lead.Los Angeles captain Carlos Vela 
then missed a golden chance to double the MLS club’s lead soon 
afterwards, taking too long to get his shot off and allowing Tigres 
to block from close range.At that point, Los Angeles looked by far 
the likelier winners against a Tigres side who had barely managed 
a shot on goal throughout.But the Mexican club were gifted a way 
back into the match when a defensive mix-up involving goalkeeper 
Kenneth Vermeer saw Los Angeles needlessly concede a corner 
with just under 20 minutes left.

Bulls maintain hold, lift KSE-100 by 329 

Chelsea’s Ziyech out of Arsenal clash

Tigres finally taste victory in 
CONCACAF Champions League

Inzamam warns Pakistan ahead of New Zealand Tests
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LONDON/NEW YORK
The S&P 500 ended higher at the close of a short-
ened session on Thursday as investors headed 
into the long Christmas weekend with hopes 
that an imminent stimulus agreement, a Brexit 
deal, and the ongoing vaccine rollout will spell 
brighter days in the coming year. All three ma-
jor U.S. stock indexes ended in positive territory.
For the holiday-shortened week, the S&P 500 edged 
lower, the Dow eked out a ominal gain and the Nas-
daq advanced.While stocks tend to perform well in 
the closing days of December, a phenomenon known 
as the Santa Claus rally, the resurgent pandemic and 
upcoming Senate runoffs in Georgia have clouded 
the outlook this year.The U.S. House of Representa-
tives blocked President Donald Trump’s attempt to 
change a $2.3 trillion coronavirus relief and gov-
ernment spending package after Trump insisted 
on $2,000 direct payments to Americans.The move 
cast doubt as to whether the package passed by 
Congress on Monday would be signed into law and 
raised the threat of a partial government shutdown.
If (stimulus) doesn’t get passed in some form or 
another it could mean severe consequences for 
the unemployed,” said Peter Cardillo, chief mar-
ket economist at Spartan Capital Securities in New 
York. Britain reached a trade deal with the European 
Union after months of negotiations, just days before 
leaving one of the world’s largest trading blocs.“(The 
Brexit deal) might be acting as a buffer for the mar-
ket in the sense that it’s counteracting the negativ-
ity of the stimulus bill being stalled,” Cardillo added.

More than one million Americans have now been 
vaccinated against COVID-19 even as the pandemic 
continues to rage in the United States and political 
leaders moved to guard against a more contagious 
variant of the disease sweeping across Britain.The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 70.04 points, 
or 0.23%, to 30,199.87, the S&P 500 gained 13.05 
points, or 0.35%, to 3,703.06 and the Nasdaq Com-
posite added 33.62 points, or 0.26%, to 12,804.73.
Ten Of the 11 major sectors of the S&P 500 posted 
gains, led by real estate. Energy was the lone loser.
Shares of Alibaba Group dropped 13.3% on news that 
China had launched an investigation into the com-

pany as part of its antitrust crackdown. American 
Airlines Group Inc said it was moving forward with 
plans to recall furloughed workers, even as forthcom-
ing payroll protections, part of the stimulus pack-
age, was called into doubt. Its shares dipped 1.4%
Moderna Inc said that it expects its corona-
virus vaccine to be effective against a new 
variant of the disease discovered in Brit-
ain. Even so, its shares closed down 5.3%.
Altimmune Inc slipped 9.3% after the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration issued a clinical hold on 
the company’s application to begin human test-
ing of its single-dose COVID-19 vaccine, AdCOVID.

WASHINGTON
The UN Human Rights Office warned 
that the pardons would serve to 
embolden others to commit simi-
lar crimes.Slatten, Slough, Liberty 
and Heard were among 19 Black-
water private security contractors 
assigned to guard a convoy of four 
heavily-armoured vehicles carrying 
US personnel on 16 September 2007.
According to the US justice depart-
ment, at about noon that day several 
of the contractors opened fire in and 
around Nisoor Square, a busy round-
about that was immediately adjacent 
to the heavily-fortified Green Zone.
When they stopped shooting, at least 
14 Iraqi civilians were dead - 10 men, 
two women and two boys, aged nine 
and 11. Iraqi authorities put the toll 
at 17.US prosecutors said Slatten was 
the first to fire, without provocation, 
killing Ahmed Haithem Ahmed Al Ru-
biay, an aspiring doctor who was driv-
ing his mother to an appointment.The 
contractors said they mistakenly be-
lieved that they were under attack.The 
incident caused international outrage, 
strained relations between the US and 
Iraq, and sparked a debate over the 
role of contractors in warzones.It was 

one of the worst incidents in a conflict 
which never lost its ability to shock. A 
couple of days afterwards, the wreck-
age of a dozen or so cars was still ly-
ing around and there were patches 
of dry blood on the ground.The story 
told to me by eyewitnesses followed 
a familiar pattern: in the heavy traf-
fic a frightened and inexperienced 
driver ignored warnings to stop, and 
carried on towards a convoy of Ameri-
can officials protected by Blackwater 
agents.Several witnesses insisted that 
the contractors had panicked and 
opened fire indiscriminately. Among 
those who died was a nine-year-old 
boy who was sitting in the back of his 
father’s car and was hit in the head.
Again and again during the war in 
Iraq I witnessed lesser versions of the 
Nisoor Square incident, when Ameri-
can soldiers and contractors assumed 
they were being fired on, and retali-
ated in devastating and often uncon-
trolled fashion.But Nisoor Square had 
a particularly powerful effect on Iraqi 
opinion which persists to this day.
By pardoning the four men involved, 
President Trump has reignited the 
hatred and resentment caused by the 
incident.

MIRPUR 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) Presi-
dent Sardar Masood Khan on Thursday 
said that callous and the discriminatory 
treatment meted out to the Muslims in 
India and Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir on the basis of their religious faith 
once again proved that father of the na-
tion, Quaid Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
was right to demand a separate coun-
try for Muslims of the subcontinent.
In his message on the 144th birth an-
niversary of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah, falling on Friday, AJK President 
said “ the Muslims of India and Kashmir 
are facing the worst prejudice and dis-
crimination under Hindutva ideology and 
it had once again justified Quaid-e-Azam’s 
demand for a separate homeland for Mus-
lims on the basis of two- nation’s theory.”
He urged the people to follow Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s principles 
to take the country on the path of prog-
ress and prosperity and to liberate Kash-
mir from the brutal foreign occupation 
to materialize the dream of Quaid Azam.
Paying homage to father of the nation, 
AJK President said it was exemplary 

leadership, audacity, statesmanship, lofty 
vision and perseverance to the cause of 
Muslims of the sub-continent that made 
it possible for us to be citizens of an in-
dependent and sovereign Islamic state.
He said that Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah after hectic democratic and law-
ful struggle against the British empire and 
Hindu leadership of Indian National Con-
gress liberated the Muslims of Sub-conti-
nent and we need today same dedication 
and spirit to make the country strong and 
stable and liberate Kashmir from Indian 
occupation in order to complete Pakistan.
The AJK President said that Quaid-e-Azam 
faced numerous difficulties and went 
through severe trials but his visionary and 
dynamic leadership stood firm against all 
odds and finally succeeded in achieving 
the destination in the shape of Pakistan.
Masood observed that our elders real-
ized the dream of a separate homeland 
and their historic struggle and great 
sacrifices in this regard could never be 
forgotten. It is now our sacred duty to 
make the country stronger and pros-
perous and work for the liberation of 
Kashmir to complete their mission.

BEIJING
“Chinese success in rural development is 
worth emulating for developing countries 
like Pakistan which are striving for nation-
al development and socio-economic progress.
It has inspired us with a new hope that poverty is not 
ordained in man’s destiny and that it can be uprooted 
by dispassionate, concerted and sustainable efforts,” 
MoinulHaque, Pakistani ambassador to China, said 
while addressing the BRI Beautiful Village Forum held 
in Longnan, Gansu province, according to Gwadar Pro.
He believed that rural development is facing a se-
ries of issues such as massive urbanization, in-
equality and environmental degradation imperil-
ing prospects of future growth which led to low 
productivity, poor rural infrastructure, digital ex-
clusion and meagre access to financial markets.
These factors disempower and discourage rural youths 
and trigger waves upon waves of migration to big cit-
ies, thus further complicating the governance task.
To solve those problems, he mentioned the impor-
tance of digital agriculture, technology and tourism.
Haque also highly spoke of China’s achievements 
in revitalizing the countryside. “China’s peaceful 
rise and its economic achievements are indebted 
to a remarkable feat of development and pros-

perity with no precedent in the annals of history.
In particular, bringing out 800 million peo-
ple from the web of poverty is a success story 
and an enduring service to humanity,” he said.
“In this journey China’s main focus has been to 
upgrade and develop its rural areas. Along with 
the deepening of the rural reform, the poverty al-
leviation and development in rural China have 
witnessed its shift from a relief-oriented to a 
development-oriented strategy,” Haque added.
The per capita disposable income of rural residents 
in China rose from 8,296 yuan in 2013 to 16,021 
yuan in 2019, and the income gap between urban 
and rural residents has been narrowing year by year.
Meanwhile, by 2020, China has accelerated the 
formation of rural ecological civilization sys-
tem, achieved the phased targets for pollu-
tion prevention and control, and generally im-
proved the quality of the ecological environment.
Nearly 100 guests from more than 20 coun-
tries participated in the forum through a com-
bination of online and offline approaches.
Ten individuals and one group from 10 countries, in-
cluding two from Pakistan and one from each of the 
other 9 countries, were awarded the Silk Road Friend-
ship Award, Gwadar Pro reported here on Thursday. .

Muhammad Shahbaz, one of the Pakistani award win-
ners, Doctor of Medicine, told Gwadar Pro that he 
has been working to build the Pak-China health cor-
ridor so that it can improve health care in Pakistan.
At the award-giving ceremony, his conceptions in inter-
national health cooperation were praised and he was 
evaluated as the founder of BRI Health Corridor proj-
ect and the person who is fulfilling the dream of health 
care available and accessible to everyone in Pakistan.

CPEC economic zone to 
generate 1 bln USD investment 

in Pakistan’s Sindh province
The SEZ will facilitate the potential inves-

tors from China and other countries to 
either start new enterprises or transfer 

their facilities to Pakistan
ISLAMABAD

Special Economic Zone (SEZ) to be developed 
under the framework of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) in Pakistan’s Sindh 
province will generate 1 billion U.S. dollars 
investment and provide 100,000 direct and 
i n d i re c t  j o b s  fo r  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  C h i e f 
Executive Officer of Sindh Special Economic 
Zones Management Company (SEZMC) said on 
Wednesday.Speaking at a pre-bid conference of 
the SEZ in Sindh’s capital city Karachi, the Chief 
Executive Officer Abdul AzeemUqaili said the total 
development cost of the Dhabeji SEZ is estimated 
at 120 million U.S. dollars and it is being developed 
under public private partnership mode through 
an international competitive bidding process.The 
conference was largely participated in person 
and through video link by government officers, 
potential investors representing multi-national 
and local companies.hoto taken on Oct. 21, 2019 
shows a view of a power plant in Hub, Pakistan. 
(Xinhua/Ahmad Kamal)Despite the outbreak of 
COVID-19, the provincial government received a 
huge response and many bids are expected to be 
submitted from potential investors till February 
next year which has been fixed as the final month 
for submission of bids from developers and the 
agreement would be signed on March 9, 2021, 
according to a statement by the SEZMC.The SEZ 
will facilitate the potential investors from China 
and other countries to either start new enterprises 
or transfer their facilities to Pakistan, and all 
documentation process and other formalities will 
be done through one-window operation,” he said.
Uqaili said the country’s federal government has 
approved 4.3 billion rupees (some 26.82 million 
U.S. dollars) fund to construct a dedicated grid for 
the SEZ which would provide up to 250 megawatts 
of electricity at zero point of the project to be 
completed by 2023, and an additional 429 million 
rupees (2.67 million U.S. dollars) supply of up to 
15 mmcfd gas at the doorstep of the project which 
was scheduled to be completed by December 
2021. VoM

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan has urged the international commu-
nity to take a serious look into the malicious 
Indian propaganda that not only aims to de-
fame Pakistan, but also politicizes interna-
tional forums and imperils peace and security.
Addressing a weekly news conference in Is-
lamabad on Thursday, Foreign Office Spokes-
person Zahid HafeezChaudhri said the 
global exposes of India’s anti-Pakistan propa-
ganda and disinformation campaign continue, 
to the embarrassment of the BJP government.
He said the imposition of a fine on Repub-
lic Bharat TV by the British media regu-
lator Ofcom, on account of anti-Pakistan 
hate show by Arnab Goswami, is yet an-
other manifestation of the BJP govern-
ment’s well-known smear campaign against 
Pakistan through state-controlled media.
He said the action taken by Ofcom, along 
with the report by EU DisinfoLab, cor-
roborates our long-held position about In-
dia’s incurable obsession with Pakistan.
Zahid Hafeez urged Indian government to 
eschew the use of false propaganda as an 
instrument of state policy. He said by now 
India must have realized that such ploys of 
spreading misinformation are doomed to fail.
Strongly condemning the unabated Indian state-

terrorism and extra-judicial killings of innocent 
Kashmiris, the Spokesperson called upon the 
international community to take immediate 
cognizance of the aggravating situation in In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.
He said that in attempts to divert world atten-
tion from its internal failings and grave human 
rights violations in IIOJ&K, India continues to 
escalate tensions along the Line of Control.
He said the international community must 
advise India against any irresponsible act 
and to desist from any action that would 
jeopardize regional peace and stability.
Zahid Hafeez said that despite our repeated calls, 
the Indian government has failed to provide a 
satisfactory response with regard to the death of 
11 Pakistani Hindus under mysterious circum-
stance in Jodhpur, India on 9 August this year.
Reminding the Indian government of its obliga-
tions, he urged the Indian government to: carry 
out a comprehensive investigation into the 
tragic incident and inform us of the progress.
To a query, Zahid HafeezChaudhri said Indian 
military buildup under the BJP regime is threat 
to regional peace.  He said Pakistani forces are 
fully ready to deal with any misadventure by 
Indian side.To another question, he said rec-
ognition of Israel is not under consideration  

all speculations in this regard are baseless.
He said for Pakistan recognition of Israel is impos-
sible without the resolution of Palestine issue.
Answering a question, the spokesperson said 
Pakistan’s relations with Russia remained 
an important priority for Pakistan’s Foreign 
Policy. He said the two country have made im-
portant progress in the development of strong 
bilateral relations covering various important 
fields including economy and trade. While in 
Kashmir valley, In Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir, Indian troops launched 
a massive cordon and search operation in So-
pore area of Baramullah district on Thursday.
The locals told media that they also heard sev-
eral gun shots from Indian troops.Meanwhile, 
Indian troops during house raids arrested 
over a half dozen youth in Pulwama district.
On the other hand, political experts and ana-
lysts have said that BJP’s communal, hege-
monic, anti-Muslim and anti-Kashmiri policies 
have not only increased the hatred against the 
party among the Kashmiris, but also strength-
ened the resistance movement in the territory.
In their separate interviews in Srinagar, they 
said the result of so-called District Develop-
ment Councils elections in the held territory 
reflect rejection of the BJP by the Kashmiris.

Pakistan condemns escalated Indian state 
terrorism in IIOJ&K: FO

Pak recognition of Israel is impossible without the resolution of Palestine issue: FO

Global Market
Wall Street closes with a modest gains on Brexit deal, stimulus hopesUN condemned Trump’s pardons for 

Blackwater guards jailed over Iraq killings

AJK President urges for following footsteps of Quaid-e-
Azam; Pays rich tributes to father of the nation

               Beijing’s triumph in rural development worth emulating for 
Pakistan: Ambassador Haque

 kashmiris foil indian 
propaganda about DDC 

polls: shehryarafridi
Palestine

Chairman Kashmir Committee, Shehryar 
Khan Afridi on Wednesday said people of In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK) had foiled Indian propaganda about 
DDC (District Development Councils) elec-
tions 2020 as Delhi used ‘staged’ polls to legit-
imize its occupation valley. “Kashmiris foil In-
dian propaganda about LG polls. As Delhi uses 
‘staged’ polls to legitimise its occupation of 
valley, Kashmiris say ‘its all facade’,” he tweet-
ed while commenting on a foreign media re-
port. According to the Financial Times report, 
the New Delhi cast polls as per its move to 
tighten control in the Muslim-majority region. 
The Daily was the part of a small delegation of 
international media invited to visit IIOJK last 
weekend on a tightly controlled, government-
organised trip to cover the election. Foreign 
journalists had been barred from reporting 
in the region. Modi’s government last year 
stripped IIOJK of its special status as a state 
and placed it under New Delhi’s direct rule 
as a so-called “union territory”. On Monday, 
the night before results were to be counted, 
one of the biggest political groups in Kashmir, 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) said some 
of its senior leaders were detained. A local 
government official said about 40 politicians 
and activists were held by police on security 
grounds, the report added. Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Senator ShibliFaraz 
says India has become a hub of terrorism and 
extremism. In a tweet on Thursday, he said 
the notice of Ofcom, the UK’s regulator for the 
communications services, is a manifestation 
of India’s disgrace at the global level. He said 
Ofcom has exposed Indian Channel Republic 
TV’s hate narrative against Pakistan. He said 
disinfo lab earlier unmasked the Indian busi-
ness of lies.Prominent international daily the 
New York Times reports that despite India’s 
false claims of normalcy in Kashmir, the ter-
ritory struggles under heavy-handed rule 
creating a climate of fear and uncertainty. In 
a report, the paper notes that the local elec-
tions in Kashmir were being propounded as 
a sign of democracy in the territory but the 
reality remains different as nothing in Kash-
mir is normal. The paper points out that many 
prominent Kashmiri politicians and activ-
ists remain in detention, internet and mobile 
phone services blocked.VoM




