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Pakistan attaches great 
importance to its cordial relations 
with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

and wants to further expand 
bilateral ties with the brotherly 

country for the mutual benefit of 
the two sides

President of Pakistan

Dr Arif Alvi

China “resolutely opposes” any form of 
exchanges between U.S. and Taiwanese officials

Middle East realignment, Israeli PM flew to 
Saudi Arabia, met crown prince: reports

The Asian Telegraph

U.S pulls out from Open 
Skies Treaty, Russia hopes 
remaining parties adhere 

commitments
WASHINGTON

The United States said on Sunday that it officially 
withdrew from the Open Skies Treaty, in yet another 
move to abandon a major international arms control 
agreement. “Today marks six months since the United 
States submitted our notice of withdrawal from the 
Treaty on Open Skies,” National Security Adviser 
Robert O’Brien said in a tweet.  The Trump administra-
tion submitted the notice of its decision to withdraw 
from the treaty in May, and the Sunday announcement 
marked the end of a six-month notification process. 
The treaty, which became effective in 2002, allows 
its 34 State Parties to conduct short-notice, unarmed 
reconnaissance flights over the others’ entire territo-
ries to collect data on military forces and activities. 
The United States and Russia have blamed each other 
for noncompliance with the treaty. Washington and 
Moscow have each put a few limits on flights over 
their territories. Hawaii and some other U.S. bases 
have been off-limits, as has Kaliningrad, among oth-
ers, according to media reports. The treaty is aimed 
at building confidence and familiarity among State 
Parties through their participation in the overflights. 
By 2019, over 1,500 Open Skies flights have been con-
ducted since the deal entered into force, according to 
media reports. Some experts noted that a unilateral 
U.S. exit from the treaty. APP

Oil prices rise on Covid-19 vaccine news
Sentiment bolstered by 

expectations OPEC+ will 
extend deal to restrain 

output
Bureau Reporter

LONDON
Oil prices rose more than 1% on 

Monday, extending last week’s gains as 
traders anticipated coronavirus vac-
cine trials would spur a recovery in 
demand. Sentiment was also bolstered 
by expectations that the Organisation 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), Russia and other producers, a 
group known as OPEC+, would extend 
a deal to restrain output. Brent crude 
rose $0.66 to $45.62 a barrel by 1247 
GMT while US West Texas Intermediate 
crude gained $0.52 to $42.94 a barrel. 
Both benchmarks jumped 5% last week.
The contango structure in the market, 
whereby prices of front-month delivery 
contracts are lower than those for deliv-
ery six months later, narrowed to as lit-
tle as $0.31, its smallest since mid-June, 
reflecting traders’ views a sustained glut 
is receding. Outlook for demand has im-
proved with news indicating progress 
towards developing Covid-19 vaccines. 

A US official said the first inoculations 
in the United States could start a day or 
two after regulatory approval was se-
cured. British drugmaker AstraZeneca 
said on Monday its vaccine, developed 
along with the University of Oxford, 
could be around 90% effective. PVM 
analyst Stephen Brennock said the news 
was detaching sentiment from “gloomy 
fundamentals”. “Investors are ignoring 
near-term headwinds, chief among which 
are surging global Covid infections, and 
instead looking ahead to next summer,” 

he said. On the supply side, OPEC+, which 
meets on November 30 and December 1, 
will look at options to extend its deal on 
output cuts by at least three months from 
January. Smaller Russian oil companies 
are still planning to pump more crude this 
year, a group representing the producers 
said. Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi group 
on Monday said it fired a missile that 
struck a Saudi Aramco site in the western 
city of Jeddah. There was no immediate 
Saudi confirmation of the claim. Aramco’s 
main oil facilities are in the east. Reuters

BEIJING/MANILA 
China will respond to the re-

ported visit of a U.S. Navy admiral to 
Taiwan and firmly opposes any mili-
tary relations between Taipei and 
Washington, the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said on Monday as a senior 
U.S. official praised their ties with 
Taipei. A two-star Navy admiral 
overseeing U.S. military intelligence 
in the Asia-Pacific region has made 
an unannounced visit to Taiwan, 
two sources told Reuters on Sunday. 
Neither Taiwan nor the United 
States has officially confirmed the 
trip. The Trump administration 
has ramped up support for Taiwan, 
including with new arms sales, 
alarming China, which views the 
democratic island as one of its prov-
inces with no right to state-to-state 
ties. Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Zhao Lijian said China “resolutely 
opposes” any form of exchanges be-
tween U.S. and Taiwanese officials 
or the two having military relations. 
China urges the United States to 
fully recognise the extreme sensi-
tivity of the Taiwan issue, Zhao told 
a news briefing. “The Chinese side 
will, according to how the situation 

develops, make a legitimate and 
necessary response,” he said, with-
out elaborating. China reacted with 
fury when U.S. Health Secretary 
Alex Azar came to Taipei in August, 
followed by U.S. Undersecretary 
of State Keith Krach in September, 
sending warplanes near to the 
island each time. Speaking dur-
ing a visit to Manila, White House 
national security adviser Robert 
O’Brien underscored the U.S. com-
mitment to Taiwan, saying that as 
democracies they have a lot in com-
mon. “I can’t imagine anything that 
will cause a greater backlash against 
China from the entire world if they 
attempted to use military force to 
coerce Taiwan,” he said. “The U.S. is 
with her friends in Taipei. We will 
continue to be there.” In Beijing, 
Zhao also expressed displeasure 
with the signing of a memorandum 
of understanding on economic ex-
changes following a meeting be-
tween Taiwanese and U.S. officials 
in Washington. China has already 
lodged “stern representations” with 
the United States, which should stop 
having these kinds of interactions 
with Taiwan, he added. Xinhua

CPEC is a manifestation 
of long-lasting bilateral 

relationship: Chinese 
Ambassador

Amid pandemic upsurge, China 
provides emergency grant to 

PRCS for humanitarian services
Islamabad

Pakistan and China have agreed to accelerate ef-
forts for early execution of Karachi-Peshawar Main 
Line-1 railway project. The understanding came 
at a meeting between Railways Minister Sheikh 
Rasheed Ahmed and Chinese Ambassador Nong 
Rong in Islamabad on Monday. The two sides dis-
cussed bilateral relations and railway projects. The 
Minister said ML-1 project will usher in revolution 
in railway, creating new employment opportuni-
ties in Pakistan. He said it will further cement the 
relations between Pakistan and China. He said the 
enduring friendship between Pakistan and China 
is based on mutual trust and confidence.The Chi-
nese Ambassador said China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor project is a manifestation of long-lasting 
bilateral relationship. China has provided an emer-
gency grant of Rs17 million to the Pakistan Red 
Crescent Society (PRCS) for medical and livelihood 
assistance of the people severely hit by COVID-19, 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in this 
regard was signed here between PRCS and the Em-
bassy of the People’s Republic of China. PRCS Sec-
retary General Khalid bin Majeed and Chinese Em-
bassy Deputy Chief of Mission Mrs Pang Chunxue 
signed the agreement on behalf of their respective 
organisations. PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq also 
attended the MoU signing ceremony. Speaking on 
the occasion, he thanked the Chinese Embassy for 
the much-needed support. He said the donation 
will help alleviate sufferings of the people affected 
by the pandemic. Abrar ul Haq said keeping in view 
the challenges in the wake of COVID-19 outbreak, 
the PRCS not only launched special programmers 
to provide cash and livelihood assistance to the 
worst-hit segments of the society but also spared 
no effort to augment the government’s endeavors 
to contain the pandemic. VoM

11 civilians injured in Indian firing 
at wedding along LoC

WASHINGTON
In Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 

(IIOJ&K), Hurriyat leaders have said that Kashmir 
is an international dispute as has been recognized 
by UN resolutions, and needs to be addressed ac-
cordingly. The leaders in their statements issued 
in Srinagar on Monday said, internationally rec-
ognized status of the Kashmir dispute is an estab-
lished fact and there is no doubt about it. They 
said India’s August 5, 2019 illegal and unilateral 
moves can’t change the fact that J&K is not New 
Delhi’s internal matter but an international issue. 

They said that New Delhi’s August 5, 2019 actions 
were in contravention of the UN resolutions. The 
leaders urged the International community and the 
United Nations to take notice of Indian illegal au-
thoritarian moves vis-à-vis Kashmir and put pres-
sure on India to honour international commitments 
on Kashmir.  According to ISPR, the Indian troops 
targeted civilian population during a marriage 
ceremony in Jigjot village with rockets and heavy 
mortars. Deliberately targeting civilian population 
particularly women and children reflects lack of 
morality, unprofessionalism and utter disregard of 
human rights by Indian Army as well as violation 
of ceasefire understanding of 2003. VoM

UN urged to put pressure on India for Kashmir settlement

RIYADH
Israeli media reported on Monday 

that Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu flew to Saudi Arabia for 
a clandestine meeting with Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, which 
would mark the first known encounter 
between senior Israeli and Saudi offi-
cials. Hebrew-language media cited an 
unnamed Israeli official as saying that 
Netanyahu and Yossi Cohen, head of 
Israel’s Mossad spy agency, flew to the 
Saudi city of Neom on Sunday, where 
they met with the crown prince. The 
prince was there for talks with visit-
ing United States Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo. A Gulfstream IV pri-
vate jet took off just after 1740 GMT 
from Ben-Gurion International Airport 
near Tel Aviv, according to data from 
website FlightRadar24.com. The flight 
traveled south along the eastern edge 
of the Sinai Peninsula before turning 
toward Neom and landing just after 
1830 GMT, according to the data. The 
flight took off from Neom around 
2150 GMT and followed the same 
route back to Tel Aviv. Pompeo trave-
led with an American press pool on 

his trip throughout the Mideast, but 
left them at the Neom airport when 
he went into his visit with the crown 
prince. While Bahrain, Sudan and the 
United Arab Emirates have reached 
deals under the Trump administra-
tion to normalise ties with Israel, 
Saudi Arabia so far has remained out 
of reach. King Salman long has sup-
ported the Palestinians in their ef-
fort to secure an independent state. 
However, analysts and insiders sug-
gest his 35-year-old son, Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, is likely more 
open to the idea of normalising rela-

tions without major progress in the 
moribund peace process. The king-
dom approved the use of Saudi air-
space for Israeli flights to the UAE, 
a decision announced the day after 
Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law 
and senior adviser, met with Prince 
Mohammed in Riyadh. Bahrain nor-
malising ties also suggests at least a 
Saudi acquiescence to the idea, as the 
island kingdom relies on Riyadh. Israel 
has long had clandestine ties to Gulf 
Arab states that have strengthened in 
recent years as they have confronted 
a shared threat in Iran. Reuters

Karachi 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has di-
rected to take all possible mea-
sures to prevent the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and to pro-
tect the lives of the common people. 
Chairing a high-level meeting in Is-
lamabad today (Monday)to review the 
overall situation of the pandemic in 
the country, he also directed to come 
to a meeting of the National Coordi-
nation Committee for the COVID-19 
pandemic for consultation and deci-
sion making over various matters. 
The Prime Minister said the entire world 
is commending Pakistan’s strategy and 
timely decisions to prevent the spread 
of the contagion during the first wave of 
the Coronavirus disease. He stressed the 
need for maintaining balance and pre-

caution in the second wave of the virus. 
Imran Khan was briefed about the 
loss of precious human lives due 
to the spread of the Coronavirus 
and the capacity of the hospitals. 
The meeting was also apprised about 
decisions taken by the National Com-
mand and Operation Centre. In another 
commitment, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has instructed the Ministry of In-
ter-Provincial Coordination to prepare 
a comprehensive plan for the improve-
ment of sports infrastructure in consul-
tation with other stakeholders. He was 
talking to Federal Minister for Inter-
Provincial Coordination Dr. Fehmida 
Mirza who called on him in Islamabad 
today (Monday). He said Pakistan has 
a majority population of young people 
and it is imperative to provide the best 

opportunities for sports activities for 
this segment. Matters about various 
sports-related issues were discussed 
during the meeting.  Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan has again asked the people to 
strictly follow Standard Operating Pro-
cedures to prevent the spread of second 
wave of Coronavirus in the country. In 
a message on facebook, the Prime Min-
ister said this is the time again to re-
main careful as we did during the first 
wave in first half of this year. He asked 
the people to adhere all SOPs includ-
ing covering face with mask in public 
places and gatherings and keeping dis-
tance atleast of six feet from each other. 
The Prime Minister said covering face 
mask will help slow down the rate of 
spread of virus and ultimately we will 
be able to control this pandemic. VoM

  To combat second wave of pandemic

PM urges authorities to take inclusive and stringent measures
PM guides MoIPC to devise a comprehensive plan to uplift sports infrastructure

 Unprovoked ceasefire 
violations, Pakistan lodges 

protest with India  
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has lodged a strong protest with India 
over its recent ceasefire violations along the line 
of control which resulted in the serious injuries 
to eleven innocent civilians. A senior Indian dip-
lomat was summoned to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Islamabad on Monday to register the 
protest. Condemning the deplorable targeting 
of innocent civilians by the Indian occupation 
forces, it was underscored that such senseless 
acts are in clear violation of the 2003 Ceasefire 
Understanding, and are also against all estab-
lished humanitarian norms and professional 
military conduct. The Indian side was called 
upon to respect the 2003 Ceasefire Understand-
ing, investigate this and other such incidents of 
deliberate ceasefire violations and maintain 
peace along the LoC and the WB. The Indian 
side was also urged to allow the United Nations 
Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan 
(UNMOGIP) to play its mandated role as per the 
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolu-
tions. Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri in a statement said the Indian occupa-
tion forces have continuously been targeting ci-
vilian populated areas with artillery fire, heavy 
caliber mortars and automatic weapons along 
the LOC and the Working Boundary. This year, 
India has committed more than 2820 ceasefire 
violations to date, resulting in 26 shahadats and 
serious injuries to 245 innocent civilians. The 
spokesperson said these egregious violations 
of international law reflect consistent Indian 
attempts to escalate the situation along the LoC 
and are a threat to regional peace and security. 
He said by raising tensions along the LoC and 
the WB, India cannot divert attention from the 
grave human rights situation in the Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJ&K).  VoM
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Brexit Transition period

P ost Brexit transition period drawing to close. EU’s ability at making 
things to the wire is unbelievable, but with Britain’s obvious unpre-
paredness, this is causing far-reaching jitters in the press and social 
media, and also there are visible vulnerability in the economy, busi-
nesses, and organizations.The chief general of the CBI, Dame Carolyn 
Fairbairn said that her greatest lament was that the issue had not 

been settled before and cautioned the ministers that businesses wrestling with 
Covid-19 were caught off guard for a hard Brexit. At the first presidential commit-
tee meeting after the referendum, the discussion wasn’t about trade or taxes but 
about what the outcome said about business and its relationship with the British 
public, and what action does the government takes about it.The chancellor Rishi 
Sunak said that the UK should not accept a deal with the EU at any price, insisting 
that the coronavirus pandemic posed a greater threat to the UK economy than 
Brexit. Whereas a report by advisory firm Alvarez and Marshal and research group 
Retail Economics states that UK factories could be making up to £4.8bn more goods 
for British retailers in the next 12 months as the coronavirus pandemic and Brexit 
prompt businesses to bring home production. The additional orders, largely of 
food and fashion but potentially including DIY products and homewares, would be 
equivalent to the country’s entire current clothing manufacturing output. However, 
Failure to get EU approval would increase the legal costs for British companies and 
increase their risk of fines for non-compliance with GDPR, but could also result 
in businesses and personnel relocating elsewhere in Europe.Both UK and EU of-
ficials believe a deal is within grasp and that this week’s negotiations are pivotal. 
One of the EU diplomats said there would be a “breakthrough or breakdown” by 
the end of the week.

Diplomatic Pitfalls and Hopes

T he US- Iran witnessed embroiling turmoil and escalated 
hostility during the Trump era. The victory of Joe Biden 
in the presidential election brings a sigh of relief for Iran. 
Trump administration opted coercive policy of “maximum 
pressure” towards Iran and unilaterally decided to with-
draw from the US-Iran nuclear deal and imposed further 

embargos. Although Iran will remain as the security concern for Biden, 
however, instead of further confrontation, Biden would opt for reconcili-
ation with Iran. The Biden administration would try to contain Iran’s 
regional sphere of influence. In an op-ed in September, Biden said as 
president he would “make a steadfast assurance to prevent Iran from 
obtaining a nuclear weapon.” He argued the best strategy to achieve that 
was for the U.S. to re-enter the deal. Likewise, after the Biden victory, 
the Iranian Foreign Minister also vowed to rejoin the nuclear deal, given 
the condition if the US lifts embargos. Thus, it depicts both contending 
actors sought to reconsider the prior status of the nuclear deal as favora-
ble. Thus, Return to the JCPOA is pretty much on the cards but it is still 
vogue due to two reasons. First,  whether the US would return to JCPOA 
unconditionally or put some conditions while the second is whether the 
Iranian officials would agree to trust the US once again especially when 
the 2020 Parliamentary Elections have been won by hardliners. The 
Trump unilateral drawl from the nuclear deal irked the remaining P5+1 
member states who were part of the deal. The restoration of the deal 
will assist to reengage all the respective members concerning Iranian 
nuclear deal. Nuclear sanctions might be lifted from Iran but would the 
other sanctions be lifted hard to predict before time.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

The perks of Tourism Industry

Tourism’s direct contribution to GDP is ex-
pected to grow at an average of 3.9% per 
year over the next ten years. By 2027, Travel 
& Tourism is expected to support more than 
380 million jobs globally, which equates to 
1 in 9 of all jobs in the world and the sec-

tor is expected to contribute around 23% of total global 
net job creation over the next decade. Meanwhile, total 
Travel & Tourism GDP is expected to account for 11.4% 
of global GDP and global visitor exports are expected to 
account for 7.1% of total global exports. Furthermore, 
the sector is expected to outperform the global economy 
throughout the forecast period and increase its share of 
global economic activity across each of GDP, employment, 
exports and investment. In addition to outperforming the 
global economy over the next ten years, Travel & Tourism 
is also forecast to outpace a range of other major global 
economic sectors, including communications, financial 
and business services and manufacturing. Pakistan is one 
of those few countries in the world that are blessed with 
a diverse inventory of tourism attractions. The country is 
home to one of the oldest civilizations in the world, loca-
tions with attractive scenic beauty, splendid mountains 
and peaks, sacred religious and historic places, seasonal 
varieties, unique arts and crafts and rich culture and herit-
age. These tourist attractions are spread across all the four 

provinces of the country.Pakistan is a blend of natural lush 
green valleys, meadows, mountains, rivers, waterfalls, is-
lands, glaciers, lakes, forests, deserts and fauna. It is full of 
historical places and is blessed with around 700-km long 
coastal line. It has beautiful golden beaches and best ports. 
It has all the weathers, seasons and ranges of three major 
mountains. It has many distinctive animals and birds. It 
has gorgeous places for skating and skiing. It has natural 
tourist places like the real paradise on Earth, the Neelum 
Valley, Mini Switzerland, the Swat Valley, the Mountains’ 
Kingdom, the Hunza valley, unique cultural Kalash val-
ley, Kaghan, Ziarat, Jhelum valleys, Murree hills, Shandur 
Pas, RawalaKot and the list goes on. It has all the types of 
tourism whether archaeological, religious, adventurous or 
conventional. But unfortunately, this natural opportunity 
is polluted by a worsening law and order situation, energy 
crisis, mismanagement, corruption, inept bureaucracy, 
least means of communication and cleanliness.Tourism 
is an inseparable combination of economic and socio-
cultural issues. It has a tremendous potential for earning 
foreign exchange, generating employment, increasing tax 
revenue and promoting business activities like transport, 
fruit production, agriculture, crafts, hotel industry, enter-
tainment and productive services. Tourism in Pakistan, 
as we find it today, has been shaped among other things 
by its history, land, economy and socio-cultural traditions. 
The researcher deeply pondered upon the fact and he has 
taken the course of hotel management. The study was 
taken on the line to find the challenges Pakistan faces in 
tourism industry with special emphasis on hotel sector. 
Pakistan is one of the developing countries in the world, 
which is full of natural scenes as well as historical build-
ings and have attraction for the tourists of the world but 
the due to lack of resources and internal administrative 
matters is unable to get benefits from the God gifted re-

sources.Pakistan became a member of the International 
Union of Tourism Organizations (IUOTO) now the World 
Tourism Organization (WTO) in 1949, and the field of 
tourism was placed with the Ministry of Railways where 
it remained until 1955. It was then transferred to the 
Commerce Ministry. In 1960 a Tourism Bureau was con-
ceived and became part of the Ministry of Commerce 
with the status of an attached Department. In 1964 it 
was transferred to the Office of Chief Administrator Civil 
Aviation and Tourism. When the Aviation Division was 
created in 1968, the Bureau remained as an attached 
Department of this Division. In 1970 the Tourism Bureau 
was downgraded to a Cell but continued to remain as a 
part of the Civil Aviation Division. However, most functions 
of the Bureau were assigned to the newly formed Pakistan 
Tourism Development Corporation. Tourism in Pakistan 
was taken seriously for the first time at the policy making 
level in 1972 when a Ministry of Minority and Religious 
Affairs and Tourism was created. Though, this Ministry 
was disbanded in 1976 and Tourism Division became 
part of the Ministry of Commerce again. However, in 1977 
the Ministry of Culture, Sports, Tourism and Archaeology 
was created. From 1977 to 1996 tourism remained in the 
same Ministry but was given various emphases in the ad-
ministration and switched between divisions. From the 
foregoing overview one can conclude that the manner in 
which tourism was shifted around over the years, it had 
a relatively low priority in the government

Ellen DeGeneres show wins top award despite toxic workplace allegations
BEVERLY HILLS

Ellen DeGeneres has won an award for best day-
time talk show in the US despite incessant allega-
tions of mean behaviour.The 63-year-old accepted 
the E! People’s Choice award in person at the annual 
ceremony yesterday, where she pointedly thanked 
her staff for her success.“I am not only accepting this 
award for myself, I’m accepting it on behalf of my 
amazing crew, my staff who make the show possi-
ble,” she began.“They show up every single day, they 
give 100 per cent of themselves, 100 per cent of the 
time.“That’s 250 people, times 170 shows a year, 
times 18 years, if you carry the 2 and divide it by 
11 … My point is, I love them all and I thank them 
for what they do every single day to help that show 
be the best that we try to make it every single day.” 
Ellen recently returned to the small screen for the 
18th season of The Ellen DeGeneres Show, follow-
ing months of mounting reports of toxic workplace 
claims.Several staff who had worked for DeGeneres 
spoke out and accused the veteran TV host of being 
cruel, in a storm that exploded after a Twitter thread 
about Ellen “being one of the meanest people alive” 
went viral in March.Ellen’s show managed to beat 
Good Morning America, Today, The Kelly Clarkson 
Show and The View in the category.“I know this 
award comes from the people. I say thank you to 
the people,” she continued. “For all of my fans for 
supporting me, for sticking by me, I cannot tell you 
how grateful I am and what this means to me. It’s 
more than I can possibly tell you, especially right 
now.”Viewers questioned how the embattled talk 
show host won the award – which is fan voted – 

given the serious bullying allegations against her. 
Ellen opened her new season with a lengthy apol-
ogy in September as she addressed the reports.“As 
you may have heard, this summer there were allega-
tions of a toxic work environment at our show and 
then there was an investigation. I learned that things 
happened here that never should have happened,” 
Ellen told viewers. “I take that very seriously, and 
I want to say I am so sorry to the people who were 

affected. I know that I’m in a position of privilege and 
power, and I realise that with that comes responsi-
bility, and I take responsibility for what happens at 
my show.” She added: “Being known as the ‘be-kind 
lady’ is a tricky position to be in. The truth is I am 
that person you see on TV. I am also a lot of other 
things. Sometimes I get sad, I get mad, I get anxious, 
I get frustrated, I get impatient. And I am working 
on all of that.”

Lunar Gateway Instruments to Improve 
Weather Forecasting for Artemis Astronauts

LONDON
One of the first things people want to 

know before taking a trip is what the 
weather will be like wherever they are 
headed. For Artemis astronauts traveling on 
missions to the Moon, two space weather 
instrument suites, NASA’s HERMES and 
ESA’s ERSA, will provide an early forecast. 
Weather in this case means energized, 
subatomic particles and electromagnetic 
fields hurtling through the solar system.
The instrument suites, named after two of 
Artemis’s half-siblings in Greek Mythology 
– Ersa, the goddess of dew, and Hermes, the 
messenger of the Olympian gods – will be 
pre-loaded on the Gateway before the first 
two components are launched: the Power 
and Propulsion Element and the Habitation 
and Logistics Outpost. The two instrument 
suites will begin monitoring the lunar ra-
diation environment and return data before 
crews begin to arrive. Reinforcing decades 
of agency collaboration in space, NASA and 
the European Space Agency (ESA) are each 
building one of the instruments suites to 
monitor deep space weather and report 
data back to Earth. Each agency was able 
to take advantage of this early opportunity 
to conduct science from Gateway – first 
realized in late 2019 – by capitalizing on 

technologies that were mature enough to 
be delivered by mid-2022. The two com-
plementary mini weather stations will split 
up the work, with ERSA monitoring space 
radiation at higher energies with a focus 
on astronaut protection, while HERMES 
monitors lower energies critical to scien-
tific investigations. The night sky may ap-
pear dark and empty, but we are swimming 
through an open sea of high energy parti-
cles writhing with electric and magnetic 
fields. Electrons and ions zoom by at over 
one million miles per hour, with occasional 
blasts from solar storms pushing them to 
near light-speed. This stream of particles, 
or tiny bits of Sun, is the solar wind. Earth’s 
magnetic field, which extends approxi-
mately 60,000 miles into space, protects 
us and our astronaut crew closer to home 
aboard the International Space Station.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

The groundbreaking ceremony of the second out of 
five Centres of Excellence (CoEs) aimed at improv-
ing the quality of technical and vocational education 
and training in the country under the donor-funded 
TVET Sector Support Programme  (TVET SSP).The 
Centres of Excellence aim to promote excellence in 
the training delivery for youth and TVET practition-
ers, hence supporting the development of a skilled 
and competitive workforce and improved employment 
opportunities. The CoE Islamabad is being established 
at the National Training Bureau.The establishment 
of the CoEs is a very important part of the support 
being provided by TVET SSP, which is funded by the 
European Union and the governments of Germany 
and Norway. TVET  SSP is being implemented 
by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH in close collaboration 
with the National Vocational and Technical Training 
Commission (NAVTTC), Technical Education and 
Vocational Training Authorities (TEVTAs) and a 
number of public and private sector organizations 

at national and provincial levels.The chief guest of 
the ceremony, Mr. Shafqat Mahmood, the Minister 
for Federal Education and Professional Training 
along with the Ambassadors of the EU, Germany 
and Norway laid the foundation stone for the CoE. 
Speaking at the occasion, the Minister emphasized the 
need for such Centres of Excellence, adding that the 
completion of this Centre will pave the way towards 
allowing the Pakistani TVET system to sustainably 
improve delivery of training and assessment, career 
counselling and job placement. The CoEs will be 
state-of-the art facilities ready to offer training for 
TVET practitioners and vocational students alike.  
The CoEs will be places to both learn and imple-
ment TVET and to serve as a hub for communities 
of practice and private sector engagement. The close 
linkage to the private sector will ensure the rel-
evance of the training for the economy. It will lead 
to skilled human resources that meet the needs of 
the labour market. This will ultimately result in an 
improved image of the TVET sector in the country. 
Mr. Mahmood further said that the groundbreak-
ing ceremony testifies the importance the present 

Government at the Federal level gives to the TVET 
sector. He added that the involvement of the pri-
vate sector in all steps of the value chain, from the 
design of training content to training delivery and 
assessment is key to ensure that the offered ser-
vices are market-driven. The Ambassador of the 
European Union to Pakistan, Androulla Kaminara, 
addressing the participants, stressed the impor-
tance of quality technical and vocational education 
and training to empower the youth of the country, 
which is only possible through a sustainable alloca-
tion of resources by both state and private sector.  
“Teachers are one of the pillars of TVET and it is en-
couraging to see that the centres of excellence will also 
focus on enhancing their skills to ensure they can play 
their role more effectively. Furthermore, I am particu-
larly please so see how the COE are going to play an 
important role in women’s empowerment by ensuring 
that at least 30 percent of the trained teachers and 
students are women. Equipping women with neces-
sary skills to join the workforce not only empowers 
them, it is beneficial for the families, communities and 
all of Pakistan’s society and economy.”, 

TVET Partnered with NAVTTC to inaugurate Centre of Excellence to Improved Youth Technical Skills 
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Union troops capture Lookout 
M o u n t a i n  s o u t hwe s t  o f 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, as they 
begin to break the Confederate 
siege of the city. In the “battle 
above the clouds,” the Yankees 

scaled the slopes of the mountain on the pe-
riphery of the Chattanooga lines.For nearly two 
months following the Battle of Chickamauga, the 
Confederates, commanded by General Braxton 
Bragg, had pinned the Union army inside 
Chattanooga. They were not able to surround 
the city, though, and occupied Lookout Mountain 
and Missionary Ridge to the south and east of 
the city instead. In late October, arriving to take 
command, Union General Ulysses S. Grant imme-
diately began to form an offensive. On October 27, 
Union troops attacked Brown’s Ferry southwest of 
Chattanooga and opened the Tennessee River to 
boats that brought much needed supplies to the 
besieged Yankees.On November 23, Grant began 
to attack the center of the lines around the city. 
Lookout Mountain lay on the Union’s far right, 
and the action there commenced on November 24. 
Yankee General Joseph Hooker commanded this 

wing, and his men advanced toward the fog-cov-
ered peak. Hooker did not plan to attack the en-
tire mountain that day, thinking the granite crags 
would be difficult to overcome. The fog masked 
the Union advance, however, and Hooker’s men 
climbed relatively easily. The Confederates had 
overestimated the advantages offered by the 
mountain, and 1,200 Rebels faced nearly 12,000 

attacking Yankees. Artillery proved of little use, as 
the hill was so steep that the attackers could not 
even be seen until they appeared near the sum-
mit. Bragg did not send reinforcements because 
the Union attack against the Confederate center 
was more threatening than the sideshow around 
Lookout Mountain. The Confederates abandoned 
the mountain by late afternoon.

Battle of Lookout Mountain
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Taylor Swift wins artist 
of the year at AMAs 

NEWYORK
Taylor Swift has been named artist of the year 
for the third time in a row at the American Music 
Awards - but could not make the ceremony as 
she is re-recording her back catalogue amid a 
high-profile row over the master recordings.
The 30-year-old star delivered her acceptance 
speech remotely, confirming to fans that she is 
in the studio working on new versions of some 
of her biggest hits.It comes after music mogul 
Scooter Braun bought the record label Swift was 
previously signed to, which owned the masters of 
her first six albums, against her wishes last year.
Earlier this month, the singer-songwriter said 
he had sold them on to a private equity firm in a 
deal reportedly worth more than $300m (about 
£227m).Accepting her prize, Swift - who has now 
won the award a record six times in total - said it 
meant a lot to her that it is voted for by fans.“You 
guys have been beyond wonderful all the years 
of my career but especially this one, when we’ve 
been so far apart,” she said. ”I just love you so 
much and I’m really, really lucky because of you.” 
Swift, who released her latest album, Folklore, in 
July, added: “The reason I’m not there tonight is 
I’m actually re-recording all of my old music in 
the studio where we originally recorded it,VoM

Jacqueline hits back at infidelity 
rumours around her husband

 NEW YORK
Jacqueline Jossa has hit back at infidelity ru-
mours that continue to rock her marriage to Dan 
Osborne.The EastEnders actress’ marriage to the 
former TOWIE star has been dogged by infidelity 
rumours, with the couple even temporarily split-
ting in 2018, less than a year after they tied the 
knot.Dan has been accused of cheating on her 
with a string of women, including Gabby Allen 
and Chloe Ayling, and in an interview with The 
Sun, the 28-year-old insisted only her and Dan 
know the truth.“My version of events this year 
is very different to other people’s,” she said. “I’m 
not really a talker of what happened, so seeing 
my whole life displayed on every magazine cover 
has been hard.“Listen - you can’t stop the b**ches 
selling stories; that is fact, and I know that. They 
can say what they want, Daniel and I know the 
truth.“Seeing things taken out of context was re-
ally hard, because a lot of it was stuff from the 
past we had already dealt (with). That’s why I’ve 
not said anything until now.”The rumours about 
Dan’s infidelities reached fever pitch last year 
when the actress was on I’m a Celebrity, which 
she won, and she was overwhelmed by media 
attention once she left the jungle. ”It was a vulner-
able stage for me anyway, and then reading peo-
ple’s comments (on social media) was hard,VoM.

Kate goes matchy-matchy 
with her pink makeup

LONDON
The Duchess of Cambridge looked beautiful as 
she appeared in an exciting new video on Monday 
morning, wearing a rosy pink jumper to announce 
that she will be revealing the findings of her Five 
Big Questions survey on Friday.And we couldn’t 
help but notice that Kate also appeared to be 
rocking a new beauty look, matching her lipstick 
to her chic Massimo Dutti jumper.MORE: Kate 
Middleton stuns in silky blouse for new appear-
anceEven better, the gorgeous knit is still available 
to shop - costing £129, Kate’s cosy pink jumper 
is made of 100 per cent luxurious cashmere. We 
predict a sell out. In the clip, which was shared 
on the Kensington Palace social media accounts, 
the royal thanked people for responding to the 
survey and revealed that she’ll be sharing the 
results this week.In the close up shots from the 
video, Kate appears to be wearing a rosy pink lip-
stick, and perhaps even a matching eyeshadow. 
The Duchess is known to stick to neutral tones, 
but we’re loving her new look, and we bet fans 
are too!VoM

Bureau Reuter
CAPE TOWN

Dominic Calvert-Lewin scored after just 
42 seconds as Everton ended their los-
ing run with a 3-2 win against Fulham on 
Sunday.Calvert-Lewin maintained his fine 
form to put Carlo Ancelotti’s side ahead 
inside a minute at Craven Cottage.Bobby 
Decordova-Reid equalized for Fulham, 
but England striker Calvert-Lewin net-
ted again and Abdoulaye Doucoure 

got Everton’s third before half-time.
Ruben Loftus-Cheek reduced the deficit 
in the second half, but Everton held on to 
win for the first time in five league games.
After a three-game losing streak dented 
their bid to finish in the top four, Everton 
are up to sixth place.Everton were boosted 
by the return of Richarlison following a 
three-match ban, with Ancelotti’s team 
unbeaten this season when the Brazilian 
forward, Calvert-Lewin and James 
Rodriguez all start together. Suitably en-
ergized by the restoration of their attack-
ing trio, Everton made the perfect start.
Decordova-Reid gave the ball away and 
Richarlison advanced into the Fulham 
area before whipping over a low cross.
Tosin Adarabioyo made a hash of his at-
tempted clearance and Calvert-Lewin 
bundled in for 12th goal of the season.
Fulham equalized in the 15th minute 
when Tom Cairney’s pass picked out 
Decordova-Reid and he eased clear 

of Yerry Mina to drive a cool finish 
past Jordan Pickford.But Everton hit 
back as Calvert-Lewin netted again in 
the 29th minute.Alex Iwobi’s incisive 
run opened up the Fulham defense 
and James found Lucas Digne, whose 
cross found Calvert-Lewin for a clini-
cal close-range finish.Fulham’s abject 
defending was all the incentive verton 
needed to keep pushing forward and 
they scored again in the 35th minute
Digne had time and space to cross 
from the left and his delivery was 
met by Doucoure, who was under no 
pressure as he headed past Areola. 
Fulham squandered a chance to get 
back in the match after 68 minutes 
when Ben Godfrey gave away a pen-
alty with a trip on Ruben Loftus-Cheek. 
Meanwhile, Sheffield United remained 
without a win this season after losing 
1-0 to West Ham courtesy of Sebastien 
Haller’s second-half goal on Sunday

Staff Report
LAHORE

The preparations for the draft of 
the Pakistan Super League (PSL) 
season six are underway. According 
to sources, the process will be com-
pleted at the National Stadium in 
Karachi.The possibility of holding the 
event in an open-air setting is being 
discussed because of the spread of 
the coronavirus pandemic. The draft 
for the sixth edition of the PSL is 
likely to be held in the second week 
of December.It should be noted that 
the previous drafts have taken place 
in Dubai, Islamabad and Lahore but 
this time a new city will host the 
event. Meanwhile, former cricketer 
Misbahul Haq will be involved with 
the team solely as the head coach 
after resigning from his post of chief 
selector earlier.The new chief selec-
tor will formulate and discuss the 

list of local players for the draft pool. 
Former fast-bowler Mohammad 
Akram is being considered a strong 
candidate to succeed Misbah in the 

role of chief selector of the national 
men’s side. The former pacer is cur-
rently associated with the Peshawar 
Zalmi franchise.

Benchmark KSE-100 index dives 
554.66 points to settle at 39,632.52 

funds
Bureau Report

KARACHI
The stock market endured heavy selling on 

Monday as the KSE-100 index dived over 500 
points, dragged down by speculation about 
monetary policy announcement later in the 
day coupled with concern over rising coronavi-
rus cases.The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), in 
line with market expectation, maintained the 
status quo in the monetary policy and kept the 
interest rate unchanged at 7% for the next two 
months.Stocks tumbled as a spike in Covid-19 
cases in Pakistan was raising the prospect of 
stricter measures that could hurt the economy.
Multiple negative triggers including a sell-off 
in global equity markets, government’s meas-
ures to contain the spread of Covid-19 as well 
as rupee depreciation sparked hefty selling 
by investors. All index-heavy sectors closed 
the day in negative territory.In the morning, 
the market opened on a bearish note and fell 
sharply during early trading. Some stability 
emerged at midday but it could not last long. 
Late session selling pushed the market further 
deep into the red and the index dropped below 
the 40,000-point mark.At close, the bench-
mark KSE-100 index recorded a decrease of 

554.66 points, or 1.38%, to settle at 39,632.52 
points.Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated 
that as coronavirus infection cases were ris-
ing with partial lockdown in different cities, 
which coincided with the rollover week at the 
bourse, the KSE-100 took a heavy beating that 
resulted in the index losing 873 points during 
the session.“Oil and gas marketing companies, 
banks and cement stocks played a major role 
in the drop,” it said, adding “exploration and 
production sector saw stock trading below 
previous day’s closing prices, with the excep-
tion of Pakistan Oilfields, which recovered on 
the back of increase in international crude 
prices.”The report added that the State Bank 
announced its monetary policy where it kept 
the policy rate unchanged at 7%, which was 
in line with street consensus.Sectors contrib-
uting to the negative performance included 
banks (-121 points), cement (-65 points), 
oil and gas marketing (-64 points), technol-
ogy (-42 points) and fertiliser (-41 points).
Individually, stocks that contributed positively 
to the index included Colgate-Palmolive (+6 
points), Pakistan Oilfields (+5 points), Abbott 
Laboratories (+3 points), Nestle (+3 points) 
and Habib Metropolitan Bank (+3 points).
Stocks that contributed negatively were HBL 
(-30 points), Pakistan State Oil (-26 points), 
TRG Pakistan (-26 points), Meezan Bank (-17 

points) and MCB (-17 points).Overall, trading 
volumes inched up to 195.5 million shares 
compared with Friday’s tally of 189.9 mil-
lion. The value of shares traded during the day 
was Rs7.5 billion. Shares of 382 companies 
were traded. At the end of the day, 63 stocks 
closed higher, 297 declined and 22 remained 
unchanged.Unity Foods was the volume leader 
with 15.4 million shares, losing Rs0.60 to 
close at Rs23.12. It was followed by Hascol 
Petroleum with 15.3 million shares, losing 
Rs0.84 to close at Rs13.28 and TRG Pakistan 
with 13.3 million shares, losing Rs2.43 to 
close at Rs51.11. Foreign institutional inves-
tors were net sellers of Rs158.8 million worth 
of shares during the trading session, accord-
ing to data compiled by the National Clearing 
Company of Pakistan.

Bureau Report
China

Chinese handset rivals of Huawei Technologies 
including Xiaomi, Oppo and Vivo are making ag-
gressive moves to seize market share from their 
giant rival, after stepped-up US sanctions hob-
bled Huawei’s supply chains, industry insiders 
say.Last week Huawei said it has sold its bud-
get Honor subrand for an undisclosed figure in 
a bid to safeguard the latter’s supply chain from 
US action, which has made it difficult to source 
essential components.All the same, Huawei’s 
Chinese rivals smell blood in the mid-to high-

end phone market. In August a Huawei executive 
said the company will not be able to produce 
its flagship processors that power its high-end 
smartphones.“What we can see now, whether 
from Xiaomi, Oppo or Vivo, is that they’re raising 
their forecasts for next year,” said Derek Wang, 
an executive in charge of production at handset 
maker Realme, which shares a supply chain with 
Oppo.“They believe the sanctions against Huawei 
will more or less hurt it in the international mar-
ket, and they may want to take a share of the 
market from Huawei.”Founded in 2018, Realme 
is on course to double its smartphone shipments 
to 50 million this year, Wang said. It has built a 
base with low price-offerings in Southeast Asia 
and India, and is looking to target Europe and 
China next year with a push into the high-end 
market, regardless of Huawei’s situation, Wang 
said.In August, the US Commerce Department 
further choked Huawei’s access to US technol-
ogy essential to its handset business, on the 
grounds that Huawei poses a security threat — 
a charge Huawei denies.Huawei briefly overtook 
Samsung as the world’s biggest handset maker 

in the first half of this year, before shipments 
fell 23 percent to 51.7 million units in the third 
quarter, according to research firm Canalys.
Huawei still commanded 41.2 percent of the 
market in the third quarter, followed by Vivo 
with 18.4 percent, Oppo with 16.8 percent and 
Xiaomi with 12.6 percent, Canalys said. Apple 
has a lower share in China with 6.2 percent, but 
is attracting strong demand for its 5G iPhone 12, 
Canalys said.Industry watchers have confirmed 
a ramping up of orders from vendors. Xiaomi 
has been most bullish, placing enough orders 
for up to 100 million phones between the fourth 
quarter of 2020 and first quarter of 2021, up 
50 percent on projections before the August 
restrictions according to consultancy Isaiah 
Research. Oppo and Vivo’s production forecasts 
had also risen by around 8 percent each since 
August, with orders for up to 90 million and 70 
million handsets respectively, Isaiah Research’s 
data showed.Conversely, Huawei orders fell 55 
percent to up 42 million handsets in that time.
All four companies declined to comment on the 
numbers.

Huawei’s Chinese mobile rivals look to capitalize on its US 

G20 leaders to 
maintain policy 

support as global 
economy 

Bureaau Report
WASHINGTON

International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) Managing Director Kristalina 
Georgieva on Sunday urged the 
Group of 20 (G20) leaders to main-
tain policy support and reinforce 
the economic bridge to recovery as 
the global economy is “not out of 
the woods.”“I commended the G20 
countries as a whole for taking un-
precedented actions to mitigate the 
impact of COVID19 --including fis-
cal and monetary measures -- that 
have helped to prevent massive 
bankruptcies and an even deeper 
crisis,” Georgieva said in a statement 
following a virtual meeting of G20 
Leaders’ Summit hosted by Saudi 
Arabia.“I also emphasized that the 
world is not out of the woods yet 
in terms of this crisis. Cooperation 
is going to be even more important 
going forward,” Georgieva said, 
urging G20 leaders to maintain 
macroeconomic policy support to 
businesses and workers “until we 
exit the health crisis.” ”There must 
be no premature withdrawal. It 
is also time now to prepare for a 
synchronized green and digital 
infrastructure investment push to 
invigorate growth, to limit scar-
ring, and address climate goals,” 
she said.With vaccines on the hori-
zon, Georgieva noted that “we must 
ensure they reach everyone, every-
where,” which could add almost 9 
trillion U.S. dollars to global income 
by 2025.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Western Union, the world’s largest money 
transfer firm, has acquired a 15 percent stake 
in the digital payment unit of Saudi Arabia’s 
STC Group for $200 million.The acquisition 
of STC Pay, which values the company at SR5 
billion ($1.3 billion), will finance its capital 
and support long-term expansion plans, Saudi 
Arabia’s largest telecoms operator said in a 
statement on Saturday.STC Group chairman 
Mohammed bin Khalid Abdullah Al-Faisal said 
the investment reflected the company’s posi-
tion as a “digital enabler.” He said the deal 
created the first “Saudi unicorn and the first 
fintech unicorn in the Middle East.”Unicorns 
are generally defined as private companies 
valued at $1 billion or more.Upon comple-
tion of the deal, STC said Western Union will 
pay $133.3 million for a 10 percent stake in 
STC Pay. If STC Pay obtains a digital banking 
license, the buyer then pays another $66.67 
million, increasing its equity stake to 15 per-
cent.Sources told Reuters last month that 
STC had hired banks to arrange a potential 
initial sale of shares in its product and ser-
vices development arm, Solutions by STC.

Reducing dependence on cash is part of 
Saudi government efforts to modernize the 
Kingdom’s economy.STC said its STC Pay unit 
is the first licensed fintech company by the 
Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority and has 
more than 4.5 million users.n harmony with 
the Kingdom’s Vision 2030 to progress and 
diversify digital services, it aims to become 
a pioneering service. It is an integrated pay-

ment application that covers an individual’s 
daily needs.Launched in late 2018, STC Pay’s 
mobile wallet offers different digital financial 
services to consumers including peer-to-peer 
money transfer service (between its users), 
transfers to bank accounts, payments at part-
ner stores with QR codes, payment of utility 
bills, and international money transfers that 
are powered by Western Union.

Western Union buys 15% stake in STC Pay

Bureau Report
Finland

Petra Vlhova held off a challenge from Michelle Gisin Sunday 
to clinch her second World Cup slalom win in two days, while 
Mikaela Shiffrin placed fifth.Vlhova and Gisin shared the lead 
after the opening run, but the World Cup discipline champion 
from Slovakia beat her Swiss opponent by 0.31 seconds in the 
final leg.Katharina Liensberger of Austria was half a second 
behind in third.In her second race after a 10-month break, 
and a day after coming runner-up to Vlhova, Shiffrin missed 
the podium in a slalom race for the first time in nearly three 
years.On a course set by her coach Mike Day, Shiffrin struggled 
in the opening meters of her first run and trailed by nearly 
four tenths at the first split.However, the American three-time 
overall champion matched the leaders’ pace for the remainder 
of her run and finished 0.37 seconds behind Vlhova and Gisin.
Shiffrin lost more than half a second on Vlhova in her final 
run and trailed by 0.93 at the end.Shiffrin had been in the top 
three of every slalom she competed in since failing to finish 
an event in Switzerland in January 2018.The US ski team said 
Shiffrin was “feeling a bit lethargic” and “still trying to figure 
out how to manage her energy levels,” a day after her come-
back to racing after 300 days away.Coming into the weekend, 
the American had not raced since the death of her father, Jeff 
Shiffrin, in early February. The coronavirus outbreak and a 
back injury prevented her from an earlier return to the circuit.
While Shiffrin hasn’t won a slalom since triumphing in Lienz in 
December, Vlhova stepped in to keep their streak going — all 
28 World Cup slaloms since January 2017 have been won by 
either Shiffrin, with 19 wins, or Vlhova, who has won all the 
races in the discipline in 2020.Gisin, who is the Olympic cham-
pion in the combined event, has yet to win a World Cup race, 
but placing second Sunday was her best career result in slalom.
Gisin’s Swiss teammate, Wendy Holdener, was 0.79 behind in 
fourth.Federica Brignone, the overall World Cup champion 
from Italy, was more than three seconds off the lead and 
finished 24th.

Jittery investors push PSX below 40,000

Dominic Calvert-Lewin at the double as Everton beat 

Vlhova wins 2nd slalom in 2 
days, Shriffin finishes 5th

Tentative dates set for PSL 2021 player draft
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TUNIS
Participant in Libya protests says it was nec-
essary for the Qadaffi regime to be disman-
tled. In Syria, protests for reforms was met 
with unremitting violence, which spiraled 
into a civil war  “The revolution showed 
me that everything is possible,” says Ameni 
Ghimaji, remembering the heady days of 
the Tunisian protests that sparked the Arab 
Spring uprisings a decade ago. She was just 
18 when Tunisian dictator Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali fell from power, the first casualty of 
wave upon wave of demonstrations across 
the Middle East and North Africa which saw 
some iron-fisted leaders tumble, some bru-
tally cling on and nations convulse in years 
of upheaval, conflict and civil war. “We had 
no plan for the future, but we were sure of 
one thing: anything has to be better than 
this,” added Ghimaji. Ben Ali was ousted 
just hours after she was photographed, 
shouting and pumping her fist in the air, at a 
massive Tunis anti-regime rally. Her picture 
swept the front pages and she became an 
iconic image of the youth in peaceful revolt. 
The Tunisia protests were triggered when 
an impoverished street vendor set him-
self alight on December 17, 2010, weighed 
down by despair. His shocking act of self-
violence ignited long simmering tensions 
among young people, angered by Ben Ali’s 
corrupt, nepotistic regime and hungry for 
new opportunities. Less than four weeks 

later, Ben Ali had fled into exile, ended his 
23-year rule and, drawing courage from 
his ouster, protesters began gathering 
elsewhere. Today across the Arab world, 
the 2011 uprisings have been blamed for 
opening the floodgates to violence and eco-
nomic ruin, leaving millions of refugees and 
displaced, while countless others have had 
their lives blighted by chaos. But for those 
who were there, the early demonstrations 
were times of exhilaration and hope. On 
January 14, 2011, social networks were 
flooded with footage of lawyer Abdenna-
ceur Aouini defying a curfew to stand in the 
iconic Avenue Habib Bourguiba of central 
Tunis, shouting: “Ben Ali has fled!“ It felt like 
“revenge. Since I was 18 I’d been hassled 
and imprisoned,” Aouini, now aged 50, said. 
But today, he admits he feels “disappointed.” 
“There is always hope. But I was in a dream, 
today I have come to my senses,” added 
Aouini. Despite the political freedoms Tuni-
sians have won, they still face grinding un-

employment, inflation and inequality. “Peo-
ple thought that Ben Ali’s departure would 
fix things, but that will take 20, 30 years,” 
said lawyer and activist Houeida Anouar. 
“I’m not sure that within my lifetime I’ll see 
a Tunisia with a political scene worthy of 
the name, but I’m optimistic.” Libya’s revo-
lution “was necessary” While Tunisia does 
have a hard-won constitution, a flawed but 
functioning parliamentary system and free 
elections, state repression has descended 
again on Egypt after a brief flirtation with 
democracy. “Ten years on, you can see that 
the hopes are still there within the younger 
generation, a generation that were little kids 
at the time of the uprising,” said Mohamed 
Lotfy, 39, executive director of the Egyptian 
Commission for Rights and Freedoms. But 
“the government is doing everything it can 
to kill that dream of January 25” 2011 when 
thousands marched in Cairo and other cit-
ies, demanding the departure of president 
Hosni Mubarak and “bread, freedom and 
dignity.” Worse still is the situation in Libya, 
Yemen and Syria, where initially peace-
ful uprisings sparked civil wars that have 
laid waste to cities and killed hundreds of 
thousands of people. But that’s not how it 
started, according to Majdi, a 36-year-old 
Libyan, who took part in protests against 
dictator Muammar Qaddafi a decade 
ago. “We were watching what happened 
in Tunisia and Egypt,” he said.  Reuters

AL-MUKALLA 
The internationally recognized gov-
ernment of Yemen has expressed 
support for the US move to desig-
nate the Iran-backed Houthi move-
ment as a foreign terrorist organi-
zation, despite critics claiming that 
it could hamper peace efforts and 
aid deliveries. Yemeni Informa-
tion Minister Muammar Al-Aryani 
said the new designation would 
push the Houthis into making se-
rious steps towards peace, stop 
them from committing human right 
abuses and lead to an end to the 
conflict. He said the Yemeni public 
“favors” the decision “Designating 
Houthi militias as a terrorist group 
is an official and public demand and 
is the first step in resolving the Ye-
meni crisis,” Al-Aryani said on twit-
ter, while launching an online cam-
paign to lobby voices in support of 
the US decision. “Practices of the 
Houthi militia confirm its terrorist 
thoughts, behavior, practices and 
slogans are no different from those 
of Al-Qaeda and Daesh. The Houthis 
and terrorism are two sides of the 
same coin,” he added. Yemen’s reb-
els seized control of the capital, Sa-

naa, in late 2014, and later expanded 
militarily across Yemen after plac-
ing Yemeni President Abed Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi and his government 
under house arrest. During the 
rapid military expansion that trig-
gered the raging war, Houthis plant-
ed more than 1 million landmines 
that claimed the lives of hundreds 
of civilians, and blew up homes of 
hundreds of opponents.  Houthis 
also violently suppressed protests 
in areas under their control, incar-
cerated hundreds of activists and 
forced many into fleeing the coun-
try. A large number of civilians in 

Yemen and Saudi Arabia have been 
killed in Houthi drone and ballistic 
missile attacks. Yemeni officials say 
the Houthis meet all criteria for the 
US designation. “No other group in 
the world has caused harm to its 
people like the Houthis,” Najeeb 
Ghallab, undersecretary in Yemen’s 
Information Ministry and a political 
analyst, told Arab News, adding that 
the Houthis should be treated the 
same as other Iran-backed militias, 
including the Revolutionary Guard 
and Hezbollah. “The Houthis are an 
extension of those terrorist organi-
zations,” he said. Reuters

MIRPUR
National Command and Opera-
tion Center (NCOC) has decided 
to close all the educational insti-
tutions from Thursday in view 
of surge in Coronavirus cases. 
Its meeting held in Islamabad on 
Monday with Minister for Planning 
and Development Asad Umar in 
the chair. It was attended amongst 
others by the provincial education 
ministers. The final approval of 
NCOC’s decisions will be given by 
the National Coordination Com-
mittee headed by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan. Later briefing the 
media about the decisions taken 
at the NCOC meeting, Minister for 
Education Shafqat Mahmood said 
the students of schools, colleges, 
universities and other learning in-
stitutions will not come to schools 
till 24th of next month. During this 
period, there will be online home 
learning for the students The Min-
ister said the winter vacation will 
commence from 25th December 
and continue till 10th January 

next year. Shafqat Mahmood said 
a review meeting will be held in 
the first week of January to de-
cide the future course of action. 
He, however, was confident that 
the education activities will re-
sume from the 11th January 2021. 
The Minister for Education said 
all the examinations scheduled 
for the month of December have 
been postponed. About the board 
exams, he said these will now be 
held in May and June next year 
Shafqat Mahmood said the voca-
tional education involving practi-
cal work will continue.  He said the 
tests for recruitments will also be 
held as per the schedule. He said 
those pursuing PhD as well as the 
research scholars can visit their 
institutes and labs.Special Assis-
tant on National Health Services 
Faisal Sultan said the virus positiv-
ity ratio over the last twenty four 
hours has remained over seven 
percent. He said the decisions tak-
en at the NCOC were important to 
check the spread of the virus. VoM

UNITED NATIONS 
Advisor to the Prime Minister on Finance Dr. Abdul Hafeez 
Shaikh has said that the World Trade Organization’s Trade 
Facilitation Agreement implementation level of Pakistan 
has reached 79% this month from 34% in June 2018. In a 
tweet, he said that it is greater than India, Bangladesh and 
average of all WTO countries. The Advior on Finance said 
this facilitation is adding value to Pakistan’s economy and 
creating new jobs. According to WTO, the country’s rank on 
trading across border index jumped by 28 places. The ris-
ing trend was mainly due to considerably improved imple-
mentation of several measures under the TFA contributing 
to Ease of Doing Business.  Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh chaired  
also charred  meeting of National Price Monitoring Commit-
tee (NPMC) today. Minister for Industries and Production 
Hammad Azhar, Adviser to PM on Commerce Abdul Razaq 
Dawood, SAPM on Revenue Dr. Waqar Masood, Federal Sec-
retary Finance, Federal Secretary National Food Security and 
Research, Secretary Industries and Production, Secretary 
Commerce, Chairman TCP, Chairperson CCP and Managing 
Director Utility Stores Corporation also participated in the 
meeting. The Provincial Chief Secretaries joined the meet-
ing through video link. The National Price Monitoring Com-
mittee (NPMC) reviewed the price trend of the essential 
commodities namely wheat flour, Sugar, Tomatoes, Onions, 
Vegetable Ghee, Potatoes and Chicken on weekly basis. The 
Finance Secretary while presenting the price trend of es-

sential commodities informed that according to latest SPI 
released by PBS, there is decline in the prices of wheat flour, 
sugar, onions while the prices of tomatoes, potatoes and 
chicken have slightly increased. It was informed that prices 
of vegetable ghee have remained unchanged. The committee 
was also informed about the price variation among the Prov-
inces and the profit margin between wholesale and the retail. 
The Chair held a detailed discussion with the Provincial Chief 
Secretaries regarding position of wheat and Sugar stocks in 
the Provinces. NPMC was briefed that sufficient quantities 
are available across the country. Adviser Finance emphasized 
that the provincial governments and all other concerned 
authorities take immediate proactive measures to control 
increase in prices. During the meeting, Adviser Finance 
urged the representatives of the Provincial Governments to 
strictly monitor the difference between Retail and Wholesale 
prices in various commodities to ensure availability of the 
essential items for the consumers at affordable price. VoM

Integration of persons 
with disabilities into the 

society, imperative for 
capitalizing their potential: 
NA SPEAKER ASAD QAISER

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan hosted first virtual meeting of SAARC Plan-
ning Secretaries with Asad Rafi Chandna in the chair 
and prepared the ground work for the “First Meeting 
of SAARC Planning Ministers” dedicated to the theme, 
“Shaping SAARC Vision 2030”. All eight member states 
attended the meeting with their virtual presence. First 
Meeting of SAARC Planning Ministers to be held virtu-
ally on Wednesday. The meeting extensively discussed 
the subject of “Achieving Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) 2030- Vision for South Asia”. In the wel-
come remarks, the chair emphasized that the spread 
of COVID19 with its impacts on health, education, 
jobs, and income across the member states is a chal-
lenge that warrants a review of national strategies for 
achieving SDGs. The SAARC forum discussed compila-
tion of national approaches and strategies of SAARC 
member states on inclusive sustainable development, 
impact of COVID-19 on overall economic growth in the 
member states and strategy for collaborative action 
for mobilizing development financing especially in 
the post COVID-19 scenario.  In relevance to impact of 
COVID19 on overall economic growth in SAARC mem-
ber states, Pakistan urged member states for coopera-
tion not limited to the health services only but also to 
cover pharmaceutical collaboration, personal protec-
tive equipment and expansion on the demands of 
post pandemic relief, recovery and rehabilitation.VoM

Islamabad 
Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser has said that 
integration of Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) into the 
society was imperative to capitalizing their potentials. 
He said that their digitalized integration would enhance 
socio-economic inclusion. He emphasized to ensure the 
registration of PWDs on priority to have an accumulated 
data for effective policy making for them. He expressed these 
views while launching the Mobile App “EQUAL ACCESS” 
for PWDs to bridge the gap between PWDs and services 
available for them in Parliament House, today. Speaker Asad 
Qaiser while addressing the ceremony attended by a large 
number of PWDs appreciated the efforts of Special Talent 
Exchange Programme (STEP), British Council and Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority (PTA), for developing the 
Mobile Application for PWDs “Equal Access”. Referring to 
the enactment of Law on protection of rights of PWD by 
the National Assembly and constitution of Parliamentary 
Committee in that regard, said that legislature would always 
stand with the PWDs for their inclusion in the society as 
productive members through effective policy, Legislation and 
oversight on its implementation. Executive Director STEP, Mr. 
Ali Sheikh speaking on the occasion said that content of the 
APP has been developed by PWDs themselves having personal 
experiences and professional background of working directly 
with disabled people in diversified communities across the 
country. Mark Crossey, Deputy Director British Council said 
that Equal Access App is built on through excellent Multi-
stakeholders partnership, addressing diversity and the 
inclusion of PWDs. He said that they would continue this 
initiative which is in line with achieving “Build Back Better” 
toward achievement of the sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Director Project STEP Ms. Abia Akram, who herself 
is a PWD acknowledged the contribution and support of 
British Council and PTA. She mentioned that this initiative 
will be the bench mark for many developing countries in the 
world. PTA Chairman Maj. General (R) Amir Azeem Bajwa 
said the he appreciated the British Council and STEP for 
their valuable contribution in the development of this Mobile 
APP. Later, apprising the features of the APP, the Executive 
Director STEP informed that the app will provide information 
in accessible formats including Sign Language Interpretation, 
Sound Description, Dark Mode and resizable text formats. He 
said that this app contains information related to disability 
services, disability stakeholder’s information and laws 
related to disability. The initiative Equal access is supported 
by British Council AAWAZ-II programme which is a five year 
programme working with the local communities in KPK and 
Punjab Provinces to promote Rights of children, women, 
and youth and other marginalized groups including PWDs, 
Minorities and Transgender persons to strengthen their 
control over their own development. VoM

KARACHI     
Dr. A. Z. Hilali said that Pakistan has al-
ways been a great host as far as Afghan 
refugees are concerned. Pakistan strongly 
believes in regionalism and has put all its 
efforts for regional peace and harmony. 
We believe that peace in region is impera-
tive for political and economic stability of 
Pakistan. Islamabad has always endorsed 
every initiative taken for the success of 
Afghan reconciliation process. Pakistan 
has suffered a lot in the war against ter-
rorism and our security forces have ren-
dered matchless sacrifices to eradicate 
the menace of terrorism. The incumbent 
government is taking corrective measures 
to facilitate Afghan peace talks. Islam-
abad has offered its sincere cooperation 
for harmony and stability in Afghanistan. 
Pakistan is using all its resources for the 
success of Afghan peace process. It is the 
responsibility of the world community 
to compensate Islamabad for the losses 
it incurred due to Afghan crisis .The road 
to regional peace and prosperity passes 
through Pakistan. Ghalib Iqbal, Former 

Ambassador highlighted that Pakistan has 
been hosting a large number of Afghan ref-
ugees for the last three decades. The West-
ern world is only interested in safe with-
drawal of the US troops from Afghanistan 
and they are least interested in resolving 
the issue of Afghan refugees. It is impossi-
ble to send back the Afghan refugees after 
many decades. The United States should 
not withdraw its troops from Afghani-
stan in a hasty manner. It is imperative for 
the world community to establish a job 
market in Afghanistan to adjust Afghan 
refugees in their country. There are some 
elements who do not want to end war in 
Afghanistan for their vested interests. The 
presence of the US troops is imperative to 
fully establish the writ of the Kabul gov-
ernment and control the security situation 
in Afghanistan. Dr. Mumtaz Ali Khan, stat-
ed that the coronavirus related research is 
underway and more work is required to 
get the authentic information regarding 
COVID-19. The agreed points are that it is 
a virus which is followed by the symptoms 
including fever, cough, body ache, loss of 

smell and taste. Incubation period is from 
3 to 14 days. There are two common tests 
to diagnose coronavirus which are PCR 
and antibodies. Everyone must observe all 
precautionary measures to stay safe and 
healthy. It is important to wear facemask 
and observe sufficient distance in gather-
ing. Dr. Tariq Sohail (Medical expert): It 
is very difficult to differentiate between 
seasonal fever, cough and COVID-19 pan-
demic symptoms without proper testing. 
One must be careful if fever, pain or cough 
persists for more than 24 hours. Seasonal 
flu related to allergy is not followed by the 
fever. Cough, fever, body ache and loss of 
smell are the strongest symptoms of CO-
VID-19. We must not delay the manage-
ment of COVID-19 infection. It is very dif-
ficult to diagnose the carriers of COVID-19 
clinically. The people must observe all 
precautionary measures, including wear-
ing masks and social distancing to stay 
safe and keep others safe. Trials are being 
held for Chinese vaccination and it will 
be available in the market in the coming 
months after successful experiments. VoM
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Islamabad
t h e  C a p i t a l  D e v e l o p m e n t 
A u t h o r i t y  ( C DA )  v o w s 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  m a s s -
e s  t h r o u g h  b r o a d e n i n g 
s p h e r e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l 
a c t iv i t i e s .  Fo r  t h e  f i r s t 
t i m e  i n  t h e  l a s t  e l e v e n 
y e a r s ,  C DA  h a d  d e v e l -
o p e d  a  f a m i l y  p a r k  i n 
N a t i o n a l  P a r k  H i l l s  a r e a 
o f  S h a k a r p a r i a n .  To  f u r -
t h e r  a d d  t o  r e c r e a t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l 
c a p i t a l ,  t h e  A u t h o r i t y 
h a s  a l s o  r e v iv e d  t h e  L o -
t u s  L a k e  i n  S h a k a r p a r i -
a n .  T h e  L o t u s  L a k e  w h i c h 
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  2 5  y e a r s  h a s 
a t t r a c t e d  t o u r i s t ,  d e t e -
r i o r a t e d  w i t h  p a s s a g e  o f 
t i m e  d u e  t o  n e g l i g e n c e  o f 
t h o s e  a t  t h e  h e l m  o f  a f -
f a i r s .  C DA  C h a i r m a n  A a m -
e r  A l i  A h m e d  a l o n g  w i t h 
o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  i n a u g u -
r a t e d  t h e  f a m i l y  p a r k  o n 
S u n d a y.  A n  o f f i c i a l  s a i d 
i n  o r d e r  t o  k e e p  p e a c e 
i n  t h e  a r e a  o n l y  f a m i l i e s 
w o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  e n -
t r y  t o  t h e  p a r k .  T h e  d e -
v e l o p e r  h a s  u s e d  f o r e s t 
w o o d  o n  b e n c h e s  w h i c h 
h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  i n s i d e 
t h e  p a r k .  I t  w a s  t h e  p e -
r i o d  b e t w e e n  t h e  y e a r 
2 0 0 4  t o  2 0 0 8  w h i c h  w i t -
n e s s e d  g i g a n t i c  d e v e l o p -
m e n t  w o r k  i n  t h e  s h a p e 
o f  a v e n u e s ,  i n t e r c h a n g -
e s  a n d  u n d e r p a s s e s  a n d 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  p l a c e s  l i k e 
L a k e  V i e w  P a r k ,  D a m a n -
e - Ko h  V i e w  P o i n t ,  U p g r a -
d a t i o n  o f  J a s m i n e  G a r -
d e n  a n d  S a i d p u r  v i l l a g e , 
e t c .  N o w  t h e  i n c u m b e n t 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  C DA  h a s 
t a k e n  u p  t h e  t a s k  t o  r e -
v iv e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t iv i -
t i e s  i n  I s l a m a b a d .    VO M

A decade on, the shattered dreams of the Arab Spring




