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China-Pakistan relations are 
increasingly becoming an 

example of good neighborliness 
and friendliness, serving as 

the pillar of regional peace and 
stability, and setting a new 

benchmark for the “Belt and 
Road” international cooperation.

Chinese ambassador to Pakistan

Nong Rong

UN chief condemns rocket attacks in Kabul: 
underscores perpetual peace exigency 

G20 leaders urges for inclusive and coherent 
response for pandemic crisis management  

The Asian Telegraph

Accountability process to 
continue: Governor

LAHORE
Punjab Governor Chaudhry Mohammad 
Sarwar said on Sunday that opposition 
wantsto halt the transparent accountabil-
ity process in the country but it will never 
happen. Talking to Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) delegations from various districts at 
the Governor’s House, he said that govern-
ment was not afraid of opposition rallies, 
however, asking them to stay away from ral-
lies due to the risk of corona spike. He add-
ed that main challenge for the country right 
now was inflation, eradication of corruption 
and good governance, and not the opposi-
tion or its rallies. The country needs solidar-
ity but the opposition was trying to create 
chaos and Pakistan cannot afford such a sit-
uation, he said and asserted that there was 
no option but to follow SOPs to avoid corona 
spike. The Governor said, “Even today the 
Pakistan army and the government are on 
the same page and all institutions are work-
ing together for the development and pros-
perity of the country.” He said that no one 
else could hold such a large number of rallies 
like PTI did under the leadership of Imran 
Khan. The government was not intimidated 
by opposition’s rallies and the government 
was very much established and will remain 
so. Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar said that 
due to the rapid spread of coronavirus. VoM

Deceitful anti-CPEC ploys won’t succeed: China
Staff Reporter

BEIJING
China has reaffirmed its sup-

port to Pakistan in fighting 
terrorist forces and stressed 
that any scheme to sabotage 
the building of China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) flag-
ship project linking the two 
countries will not succeed. “I 
have already made my response 
to this issue. No attempt to sab-
otage the CPEC will succeed,” 
Zhao Lijian made these remarks 
during his briefing while an-
swering a question about the 
Foreign Minister and Director 
General, ISPR joint briefing 
wherein they accused India of 
supporting terrorist forces and 
sabotaging CPEC. He said that 
China opposes all forms of ter-
rorism and also opposes double 
standard on counter terrorism. 
“China calls on the interna-
tional community, the regional 
countries in particular to carry 
out counter terrorism coop-
eration and safeguard collec-
tive security,” he added. While 

commending Pakistan on its 
positive contribution to global 
counter terrorism cause, he said 
that the Chinese side firmly sup-
ports Pakistan’s efforts in coun-
tering terrorism, safeguarding 
its country and regional peace 
and security. He reiterated that 
the CPEC is an important and 
pioneering project of the Belt 
and Road Initiative and it is not 
only important for common de-
velopment of the two countries 
but also for regional connec-

tivity and prosperity. “We are 
confident that with support of 
the international community, 
China and Pakistan can work 
together to ensure the success 
of the CPEC,”he said. Recently 
Pakistan shared a dossier 
with the international commu-
nity which has incriminating 
evidence of India harboring, 
training and financing terrorist 
networks that not only seek to 
destabilize Pakistan but also the 
disruption of the CPEC. VoM

UNITED NATIONS 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 

has condemned Saturday’s rocket attacks 
into the heart of Kabul that killed at least 
eight civilians and wounded many more 
The rockets reportedly were fired from ve-
hicles, hitting several densely populated 
areas in the capital city. The ISIL/Da’esh 
affiliate in Afghanistan has claimed re-
sponsibility, according to media reports 
which cited intelligence sources. In a state-
ment issued by his spokesman, the UN 
chief underscored the urgency of ending 
the violence in Afghanistan. He expressed 
his deepest sympathies to the families of 
the victims and wished a speedy recovery 
to the injured. “He (UN chief) hopes the 
Afghanistan Peace Negotiations can swiftly 
achieve a de-escalation of the conflict 
and cessation of attacks in order to save 
lives,” the statement said. “The upcoming 

Afghanistan 2020 Conference on 23 and 
24 November, co-hosted by Afghanistan, 
Finland, and the United Nations, is an 
opportunity to renew commitments to 
the peaceful development and future 
prosperity of the country.” More than 70 
countries are expected to participate in 
the donor conference, which aims to co-
ordinate development cooperation for the 
period from 2021-2024. The event will 
take place virtually from the UN Office in 
Geneva, with only the co-hosts meeting 
in person. The UN Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan (UNAMA) has also extended 
condolences to the bereaved. In a post on 
Twitter, UNAMA said it was “Deeply shock-
ing and deplorable that civilians should be 
subjected to such indiscriminate attacks. 
Those responsible must face justice.” The 
rocket attacks occurred just hours before 
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo was 
scheduled to meet in Qatar with represent-
atives from the Afghan Government and 
the Taliban, who have been holding talks 
in the Gulf State since September. Qatar 
was the latest stop on Pompeo’s whirlwind 
lap of diplomacy in the waning hours of 
the Trump administration, looking to push 
forward White House foreign policy objec-
tives before President-elect Joseph Biden 
takes office in January.Reuters

Pakistan committed for 
peace in Afghanistan and 

stability in the whole 
region: FM

Islamabad
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi says Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s recent visit to Afghanistan was 
very successful. Talking to various del-
egations in Multan, he said Pakistan is 
trying its best for peace in Afghanistan 
and stability in the whole region. The 
Foreign Minister said the Afghan Peace 
Process has entered into its final stage 
and the talks in this regard are in prog-
ress in Doha. He said Pakistan, from 
the very first day, was of the view that 
peace in Afghanistan could only be re-
stored by talks and not through the use 
of force. He said Prime Minister Imran 
Khan reiterated the same message dur-
ing his recent visit to Afghanistan. Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said the two sides 
also focused on expanding bilateral 
relations and expressed the desire to 
enhance trade ties and regional coordi-
nation. The Foreign Minister reiterated 
Pakistan’s commitment to continue its 
efforts and assistance for durable peace 
in Afghanistan.  While addressing the af-
fair of its constituency, Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi has assured that 
the problems being confronted by the 
people of his constituency would be re-
solved as early as possible. He expressed 
these views while talking to people dur-
ing his visit to some areas of his con-
stituency in Multan today (Sunday) to 
inspect ongoing development schemes. 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi said he himself 
will monitor development work in his 
constituency.  He also issued certain in-
structions to district administration re-
garding the ongoing uplift schemes. The 
people and PTI workers who gathered 
there expressed pleasure after finding 
the Foreign Minister among them. VoM

WASHINGTON
One Pakistani soldier has embraced 

martyrdom, while four terrorists have 
been killed during an Intelligence Based 
Operations (IBO) in North Waziristan on 
Sunday morning, the Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said in a statement. An 
intense exchange of fire took place when 
security forces launched an attack on a 
terrorist hideout near Kaitu River, situ-
ated in North Waziristan’s northwestern 
part of Spinwam. According to the mili-
tary’s media wing, as soon as the troops 
cordoned the area, terrorists opened fire 
to distract them and flee from the site. All 
terrorists, however, were gunned down 

by security forces during the operation.  
Sepoy Sadam, 27, who was a resident 
of Karak in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-P), 
lost his life while bravely fighting for the 
country. Meanwhile, two other Pakistani 
soldiers sustained injuries. On Thursday, 
November 19, two soldiers of the Pakistan 
Army — Havaldar Matloob Alam, 32, and 
Seopy Suleman Shaukat, 25 — were mar-
tyred after terrorists opened fire on a 
security check post near Pash Ziarat in 
South Waziristan. Last month, at least six 
soldiers were martyred in an improvised 
explosive device (IED) attack on a security 
forces convoy in North Waziristan. VoM

Counterinsurgency drive underway, 4 terrorists 
killed during North Waziristan IBO operation

RIYADH
The G20 heads of state on Saturday 

emphasized the need for a continued co-
ordinated response to the coronavirus 
pandemic, especially to support the most 
vulnerable segments of society, as well as 
the need to increase spending on research 
and vaccines. “From the onset of the pan-
demic and in an attempt to jump-start the 
global response, we met in an extraordinary 
summit last March where we all took swift 
and collective actions to counter this crisis. 
We continue to do so,” said King Salman, 
addressing the meeting. “The pandemic 
has demonstrated that international co-
operation is the optimal way to overcome 
crises. We must focus on the most vulner-
able segments. We must provide support 
for all countries of the world, for we will 
not be safe until everyone is safe,” he added. 
“In April, the Kingdom joined forces with 
international organizations and global lead-
ers to launch the Access to COVID-19 Tools 
(ACT) Accelerator. We co-led the Global 
Coronavirus Pledging Event to meet the 
global shortage in developing and distrib-
uting vaccines and diagnostic tools, where 
the Kingdom contributed $500 million to-

wards that end.” The king said the pandemic 
is a true test for global health systems, so 
“through the G20 presidency, we utilized a 
number of vital initiatives to close the pan-
demic preparedness and response gaps.” 
He added: “During our presidency, with 
the support of the G20 members, we pro-
posed the Access to Pandemic Tools (APT) 
initiative, which aims at ensuring a focus 
on sustainable preparedness and response 
to counter any future pandemic. We look 
forward to furthering this discussion and 
implementation during the Italian presi-
dency next year.” Together, King Salman 
said, people can protect their lives and 
livelihoods while shaping a better world. 
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte said 
the G20 “has taken unprecedented meas-
ures, which allowed us to reach important 

milestones. The ACT Accelerator is one of 
those milestones.” Argentinian President 
Alberto Fernandez said: “In Argentina, we 
have worked on a comprehensive approach, 
putting the protection of people’s lives first.” 
He added that cooperation and solidarity 
are the two key elements to fighting the 
pandemic. “This is not only a responsibil-
ity of governments but every one of us, 
members of the international community, 
to defeat the pandemic,” said Fernandez. 
French President Emmanuel Macron said 
the only effective response to the pandemic 
is a coordinated global one based on soli-
darity. “We can reasonably expect that be-
fore the end of the year a vaccine will be 
available, which is totally unprecedented,” 
he added. “But an even more difficult fight 
must be fought — that of universal access 
to health technologies against COVID-19.” 
Macron said it is time to come together with 
the idea of “common good” and providing 
primary healthcare access to all. German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel said: “A global 
challenge, which is what the pandemic un-
doubtedly is, can only be overcome with a 
global effort. The G20 has a crucial respon-
sibility in this area. APP

Karachi 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has reiter-
ated not to take measures like a lock-
down that will start hurting national 
economy which at the moment is 
showing signs of robust recovery.   In a 
series of tweets on Sunday, he said sec-
ond COVID-19 spike in Pakistan is of 
concern as number of patients on ven-
tilators has increased during the last 
15 days. The utilization of ventilator 
facility has increased 200 percent in 
Peshawar and Multan, in Karachi 148 
percent, in Lahore 114 percent and Is-
lamabad 65 percent. While highlight-
ing economy, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan says Pakistan has shown marked 
growth in large scale manufacturing. 
In a Facebook post, the Prime Minis-
ter said the big industry output grew 
by 3.66% between July and August as 
compared with the same period last 
year reflecting a revival in economic 
activities. With reference to political 
riddles, The Prime Minister said across 

the world, there is a second spike and 
complete lockdown in most countries. 
He said PDM is deliberately holding 
public meetings endangering lives and 
livelihoods of people because if cases 
continue to rise at the rate, we will be 
compelled to go into complete lock-
down and PDM will be responsible for 
consequences. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan Sunday said the PDM would be re-
sponsible for consequences if the gov-
ernment compelled for complete lock-
down, as they were continuing with 
their gatherings despite concerning 
COVID-19 data spike. “In (Pakistan), 
the PDM by continuing with jalsas 
(public gatherings) is deliberately en-
dangering lives & livelihoods (because) 
if cases continue to rise at the rate we 
are seeing, we will be compelled to go 
into complete lockdown & PDM will 
be responsible for consequences,” the 
prime minister said on Twitter. He said 
Pakistan’s second COVID-19 spike data 

was of concern showing 200 percent 
each increase of patients on ventilators 
in Peshawar and Multan during last 
15 days, Karachi 148%, Lahore 114%, 
and Islamabad 65%. The capacity of 
ventilators utilization had touched 70 
percent in Multan and Islamabad, he 
added. The prime minister said across 
the world there was a second spike 
and complete lockdowns in most coun-
tries. “I do not want to take measures 
like a lockdown that will start hurting 
our economy which at the moment is 
showing signs of a robust recovery,” 
he remarked. However, he said the op-
position was callously destroying peo-
ple’s lives and livelihoods in their des-
peration to get an NRO. “Let me make 
it clear: they can hold a million jalsas 
but will not get any NRO,” he categori-
cally said. He viewed that unfortunate-
ly, the opposition’s only goal was NRO 
at whatever cost to the lives of peo-
ple and the country’s economy. VoM

   PM denounces complete lockdown option to avert mayhem 
economic repercussions  

            Pakistan has shown marked growth in large scale manufacturing: PM

The Indian Charge‘d’ 
Affaires summoned over 
perpetrating propaganda 

against Pakistan 
MULTAN

The Indian Charge ‘d’ Affaires on Saturday was 
summoned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to categorically reject the completely ground-
less allegations by the Prime Minister of India 
and Indian Ministry of External Affairs. In their 
statements, they sought to mischievously impli-
cate Pakistan in some alleged planned attack in 
Nagrota in the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK), Foreign office spokesper-
son said in a press release. It was communi-
cated that the government of Pakistan viewed 
these entirely baseless and unsubstantiated 
Indian allegations as part of India’s desperate 
attempts to divert international attention from 
its state-terrorism in IIOJK and its state-spon-
sorship of terrorism against Pakistan. It was 
further communicated that India’s history of 
conducting false flag operations in IIOJK and in-
side India to malign Pakistan was well-known. 
“Any attempt to mischievously implicate Paki-
stan in any false flag operation or stage-man-
aged incident would not carry any credibility 
whatsoever. The hope was expressed that India 
would desist from making any miscalculation 
in this context as it did in 2019,” it was added. 
Pakistan had already put forth irrefutable evi-
dence, extensively documenting India’s active 
planning, promoting, aiding, abetting, financ-
ing and execution of terrorist activities in Paki-
stan. “The Indian side was once again urged to 
eschew the use of terrorism as an instrument 
of state policy, dismantle the terror infrastruc-
ture that it has established to inflict terrorism 
on Pakistan, and stop the use of other coun-
tries’ soil for sponsorship of terrorist activities 
against Pakistan,” the spokesperson added. VoM



Monday November 23, 2020

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Editor-in-Chief: Amna Malik
Editor: Muhammad Hassam

Assistant Editor:Syed Mushahid Naqvi
Phone: + 92 51 2814017 Offce # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee 

Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

Indian anti- CPEC 
propaganda

D espite multifaceted security challenges, China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) gaining resounding success through the bilateral 
cooperation of both states. However, throughout the project’s con-
tinuation, it remained under the radar of propaganda and contro-
versies perpetrated by the adversaries. Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
recently stated that India is operating a special anti-CPEC cell to 

sabotage the project. It has allocated around Rs80 billion for the cell tasked with 
deteriorating the flagship project. He further stated they had exposed India’s spon-
sorship of terrorism in Pakistan and its nefarious designs against the country in a 
dossier a few days back. Notably, the anti-CPEC campaign comprised of numerous 
strategies. The operational dynamics consists of implanting proxy warfare through 
hiring mercenaries that rage violence inside Pakistan. The asymmetric warfare 
against the project purposefully instigated to undermine the project effectiveness 
and create rifts among both the strategic partnership. Being mouthpieces of ruling 
elites Indian print, electronic and social media have become the key contributor 
in inflicting illicit designs of the policymakers. In the broader spectrum, Indians 
tend to undermine CPEC by promoting controversial narratives. Indian lobbies 
are proactively engaged in derailing the image of the project, however, it failed to 
accomplish due to staunch responsive measures by both China and Pakistan at the 
operational and tactical level. This bilateral strategic cooperation needs to elevate 
further to address the security concerns about CPEC ongoing project. Combating 
strategies is aligned with rational narrative promoting exigencies would better 
serve the purpose. In this reference, Street smart diplomacy across the board that 
target the spots where Indians feel threatened.

Transgression of 
Human Rights in Indian 

Occupied Kashmir

T he agenda of human rights allows individual entitlement where 
the individual can enjoy rights. However this notion seemingly far 
away from the reality when it comes to Kashmir where masses 
have been deprived, dispossessed, disempower, and demonized 
by the oppressive measures and perpetrated violence ensued by 
the Indian armed forces. Ever since decades, indeed, Kashmir 

under Indian siege for months” violating their right to freedom, “Kashmiris 
protest against torture” violating their right to safety and freedom from slavery 
and torture, “India refuses to register cases of civilians killed in IOK”, violat-
ing their right to justice, “Institutions remain closed, the internet being shut in 
IOK from months” violating their right to work and education, and the list goes 
on.The Indian Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) which is accountable 
for human rights violations in Kashmir is virtually non-existent. The amount 
of forces India has shipped off to Kashmir falls under the crime of aggression. 
India is committing sheer violence against international rules and the charter 
of UN human rights. There has not been a single prosecution of military forces 
personnel allowed by the central government in a civilian court. Despite the high 
quantities of civilians executed near gunfight sites, there is no data about any new 
investigation concerning inordinate utilization of power leading to causalities. In 
June 2018, the UN had delivered its first detailed report on Kashmir and called 
for an international investigation concerning denials of basic human rights. India 
rejected the UN report, calling it false, with a motivated narrative. The Kashmir 
conflict is taking a toll on the physical and mental health of Kashmiris, and 
breaching their rights; it needs to be addressed and resolved as soon as possible.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Chinese Vision 2049 – A Benchmark for 
Cooperation

In the contemporary international proceedings, 
economics play a vehement role and shapes 
the nature of relations among the states. As the 
world moves towards multipolarity, at least in 
economic terms, with the emergence of new fi-
nancial hubs, each state is pursuing its foreign 

policy largely based upon the trade, finance and invest-
ments. However, among the various states, Chinese 
framework for economic enhancement stands unique 
in its approach.Chinese economic model i.e. Chinese 
Dream, features two main interlinked aspects which 
contribute towards the exclusive framework of it. One 
is the “Made in China 2025” project while the other 
is “Belt and Road Initiative”. Through these two pro-
jects, China tends to upgrade its domestic economic 
structure and at the same time, aims at projecting 
its economic influence across the globe. Finally, the 
amalgamation of both the projects would help China 
in becoming the economic superpower while imple-
menting the tenets of its Vision 2049. For China, the 
achievement of this goal is subjected to its strict policy 
of non-interference in conflicts or in other states’ in-
ternal issues. This reflects that China isn’t seeking the 
hegemonic rolebut instead, is focusing on collaboration 

with states which could result in mutual benefit. The 
policy is concluded by the belief that the sustainable 
and unhindered economic growth is vital before as-
suming the role of major stakeholder in the interna-
tional politics. Moreover, the consistent setbacks of 
US in Middle East and Afghanistan, also strengthened 
China in its commitment of non-interference to avoid 
both financial and reputational loss.Resultantly, the 
economic collaboration and non-interference serves 
Chinese purpose both regionally and internationally. 
Not only it enables China to cement progressive rela-
tions with most of the states but it also helps it in main-
taining the economic leverage over most of them. The 
economic upholding will ultimately transform into the 
influential constituent for China asmost of the under-
developed states would start looking towards China for 
economic assistance through investment.The economic 
dependence of underdeveloped and developing states 
upon China will be beneficial for the latter as it could 
boost the diplomatic posture of China, resulting in the 
expansion of its influence. The trend of growing partici-
pation of the number of states into China’s BRI project 
suggests the eagerness of such states in attracting the 
Chinese investment in their territories. As the Chinese 
investment is vital in fulfilling the financial needs of 
those states, for China, it will serve as an opportunity 
to expand its diplomatic clout. Like China, other states 
have also visualized their respective economic agen-
das. Saudi Vision 2030, Qatar National Vision 2030, 
Russian vision Strategy 2030 and Indian Blue Economy 
Vision 2025, are some of the testimonies of it. However, 
the sharp difference between these plans and Chinese 

vision lies not only in the framework, in fact, in the 
policies aligned with them. Despite of declaring its am-
bitious vision, named Strategy 2030 which was aimed 
at economy and energy, Russia’s consistence combating 
policy with the West in Ukraine and Georgia, brought it 
under sanctions and hence, effecting its trade (econom-
ics) and oil exports (energy). Similarly, Saudi Arab’s 
announcement of commencing Vision 2030 which was 
aimed at attracting foreign investments and diversify 
the Kingdom’s economy, was faced with repercussions 
due to looming threat of the Houthis attacks. This re-
sulted in the mistrust shown by the investors on the 
Kingdom regarding the protection of their investments.
Similarly, though Qatar is not directly involved in any 
conflict and also possesses the investments throughout 
the world yet the accusation over it regarding the fund-
ing of extremist groups have led to its blockade by the 
Gulf, thus seriously damaging its economic and trade 
sector and disrupting its “Qatar National Vision 2030”. 
Also, India, which is deemed as the rival of China due 
to its huge market potential found itself in a conflictual 
relationship with Pakistan and tensions at borders. For 
any state to prosper and develop, the conflictual situ-
ations always prove to be the daunting factor towards 
the economic progress. 

Prince Harry Is ‘Aware of Everything’ Happening Regarding Diana’s BBC Investigation
BEVERLY HILLS

Prince Harry is fully aware of everything happen-
ing amid BBC’s investigation into a ’90s interview 
with his late mother, Princess Diana.Amid reports 
that Harry has not been supportive of Prince William 
after he issued a public statement about the inves-
tigation into their late mother’s controversial 1995 
Panorama interview, a source close to the Duke of 
Sussex tells ET, “Harry is getting regular updates and 
is aware of everything that is happening.”“You do not 
need a public statement to imagine how he is feeling 
privately, people know how much his mother means 
to him,” the source says. “He has bravely spoken out 
in the past about loss and grief, and the immense 
impact it has had on him.” The source adds, “Sadly, 
some people are not just seeing this as a drive for 
truth, but also trying to use this as an opportunity 
to try to drive a wedge between the brothers.”Earlier 
this week, William released an official statement 
regarding the independent inquiry into Diana’s 
controversial interview. The Duke of Cambridge 
welcomed the investigation, which is looking into 
allegations of unethical practices leveled against 
BBC’s Martin Bashir, who conducted the interview.
The BBC recently announced they’d hired former 
British Supreme Court Judge John Dyson to lead 
the inquiry into claims that Bashir and the network 
misled the late princess into agreeing to sit down 
for the interview.“The independent investigation is a 
step in the right direction,” William said, according to 
the Palace’s statement. “It should help establish the 
truth behind the actions that led to the Panorama 
interview and subsequent decisions taken by those 

in the BBC at the time.”During the controversial in-
terview -- which took place when Diana and Prince 
Charles were still married -- the Princess of Wales 
got shockingly candid about her and her husband’s 
crumbling marriage, their infidelities, her eating dis-
orders and her instances of self-harm, among many 
other controversial topics. The report claims Bashir 
created fake bank documents to convince Diana’s 
brother, Charles Spencer, that someone from their 

staff was leaking information about the royal family, 
and to subsequently coerce him into convincing his 
sister to agree to talk.Spencer slammed the BBC fol-
lowing the Times’ report, condemning the alleged 
behavior. The BBC refuted the report, claiming that 
internal memos and documents from the time indi-
cate Diana confirmed in writing that the alleged bank 
statements played no role in her decision to take part 
in the interview.

NASA, US and European Partners Launch 
Mission to Monitor Global Ocean

LONDON
A joint U.S.-European satellite built to 

monitor global sea levels lifted off on 
a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Space 
Launch Complex 4E at Vandenberg Air 
Force Base in California Saturday at 9:17 
a.m. PST (12:17 p.m. EST).About the 
size of a small pickup truck, Sentinel-6 
Michael Freilich will extend a nearly 
30-year continuous dataset on sea level 
collected by an ongoing collaboration of 
U.S. and European satellites while en-
hancing weather forecasts and provid-
ing detailed information on large-scale 
ocean currents to support ship naviga-
tion near coastlines.“The Earth is chang-
ing, and this satellite will help deepen 
our understanding of how,” said Karen St. 
Germain, director of NASA’s Earth Science 
Division. “The changing Earth processes 
are affecting sea level globally, but the im-
pact on local communities varies widely. 
International collaboration is critical to 
both understanding these changes and in-
forming coastal communities around the 
world.” After arriving in orbit, the space-
craft separated from the rocket’s second 
stage and unfolded its twin sets of solar 
arrays. Ground controllers successfully 
acquired the satellite’s signal, and initial 

telemetry reports showed the spacecraft 
in good health. Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich 
will now undergo a series of exhaustive 
checks and calibrations before it starts 
collecting science data in a few months’ 
time. The spacecraft is named in honor 
of Michael Freilich, the former director 
of NASA’s Earth Science Division, who 
was a leading figure in advancing ocean 
observations from space. Freilich passed 
away Aug. 5, 2020. His close family and 
friends attended the launch of the satel-
lite that now carries his name.“Michael 
was a tireless force in Earth sciences. 
Climate change and sea level rise know 
no national borders, and he championed 
international collaboration to confront 
the challenge,” said ESA (European Space 
Agency) Director of Earth Observation 
Programmes Josef Aschbacher.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Pakistan Navy Ship ZULFIQUAR (with 
embarked helicopter) visited the Port of 
Aqaba, Jordan, as part of Pakistan Navy 
overseas deployment to Mediterranean/ 
Red Sea. Upon arrival, ship was re-
ceived by Defence Attaché (Pakistan) 
Amman and the Royal Jordanian 
Naval Force (RJNF) Liaison Officer.  
During stay at port, Commanding 
Officer PNS ZULFIQUAR called on sen-
ior Jordanian Navy and Government 
officials including Commander Royal 
Jordanian Naval Force, Colonel Hisham 
Al Jarrah. During the interactions, mat-
ters of mutual interest were discussed 
and contribution of Pakistan Navy to 
regional peace and maritime secu-
rity were also underlined. Besides, 
Indian atrocities at illegally Indian 
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (lIOJ&K) 
were  highlighted. The Commanding 

Officer conveyed well wishes from 
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi for the 
people of Jordan in general and RJNF 
in particular. He also extended his 
gratitude for whole hearted support 
provided by RJNF in making ship’s stay 
comfortable. During stay at Aqaba, 
Commander Royal Jordanian Naval 
Force also visited PNS ZULFIQUAR. 
Pakistan Navy Ship ZULFIQUAR, after 
sailing from the Aqaba port conducted 
passage exercise with RJNF Fast Attack 
Craft Al Hassan (P 102), and Patrol 
Crafts, Mohamamd-1 & Mohamamd-2. 
Pakistan Navy, in line with Government 
policies stand ready to play its role for 
maritime safety and security in the re-
gion. The visit of PNS ZULFIQUAR is a 
reaffirmation of PN-RNJF collaboration 
and will further serve to foster broth-
erly relations between Pakistan and 
Jordan.

Pakistan Navy Ship Zulfiquar Visits The Port Of Aqaba, Jordan

November-23-1936

The first issue of the pictorial 
magazine Life is published, fea-
turing a cover photo of the Fort 
Peck Dam’s spillway by Margaret 
Bourke-White.Life actually had its 
start earlier in the 20th century as 

a different kind of magazine: a weekly humor 
publication, not unlike today’s The New Yorker 
in its use of tart cartoons, humorous pieces 
and cultural reporting. When the original Life 
folded during the Great Depression, the influ-
ential American publisher Henry Luce bought 
the name and re-launched the magazine as a pic-
ture-based periodical on this day in 1936. By this 
time, Luce had already enjoyed great success as 
the publisher of Time, a weekly news magazine.
From his high school days, Luce was a newsman, 
serving with his friend Briton Hadden as manag-
ing editors of their school newspaper. This part-
nership continued through their college years at 
Yale University, where they acted as chairmen 
and managing editors of the Yale Daily News, as 
well as after college, when Luce joined Hadden 
at The Baltimore News in 1921. It was during 
this time that Luce and Hadden came up with 

the idea for Time. When it launched in 1923, it 
was with the intention of delivering the world’s 
news through the eyes of the people who made 
it.Whereas the original mission of Time was to 
tell the news, the mission of Life was to show it. 
In the words of Luce himself, the magazine was 
meant to provide a way for the American people 
“to see life; to see the world; to eyewitness great 

events … to see things thousands of miles away… 
to see and be amazed; to see and be instructed… 
to see, and to show…” Luce set the tone of the 
magazine with Margaret Bourke-White’s stun-
ning cover photograph of the spillway, which 
has since become an icon of the 1930s and the 
great public works completed under President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal.

First issue of “Life” is published
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Duchess and William coo 
over adorable babies

NEWYORK
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge cooed over 
two babies born during the coronavirus pan-
demic as they chatted to new fathers supported 
by the charity Future Men.Joining a video call 
from Kensington Palace, William and Kate were 
introduced to Liam Mackenzie, who was born 
prematurely in March, by dad Graeme, who told 
them: “His hobbies are drooling… and he’s quite 
a vocal little chap”.“Hi Liam!” said the Duchess, 
waving. “Is this his first Zoom call?” Told it was, 
the couple laughed as the little boy stared back 
at them on the screen.William and Kate, who 
have previously shared their own experiences of 
parenting Prince George, Princess Charlotte and 
Prince Louis in lockdown, were also introduced 
to baby Elliot, who was born in June. His father 
Peter Sen said lockdown had allowed him to see 
“every part of his development,” but added that 
they had missed interacting with other families.
Kate sympathised: “It must be so hard having a 
newborn over lockdown.” Graeme, Peter and fel-
low dads Darren Smith and Sarit Chaturvedi all 
took part in Future Men’s Fathers Programmes, 
which help fathers develop confidence by shar-
ing tips, speaking openly about their feelings and 
reflecting on their own upbringings.VoM

Paris happily holds niece 
Milou at lunch in Malibu

 NEW YORK
Paris Hilton has recently expressed her desire 
to become a mother, as things get serious with 
boyfriend Carter Reum.And the original influ-
encer certainly has babies on the brain, as she 
bonds with her nieces and nephews.She was 
all smiles Saturday in a floor-length animal-
print dress with layered ruffles, as she held her 
adorable baby niece Milou during lunch with 
brother Barron Hilton and his wife Tessa at Nobu 
Malibu.The 39-year-old finished the look with 
beige heels, a matching wide-brimmed fedora 
and black cat-eye sunglasses.She carried a yel-
low leather handbag over her shoulder with a 
jeweled skull buckle, as she waited at the valet 
stand with baby Milou in her arms. Paris took 
to her Instagram Story from their lunch outing 
at the oceanfront sushi eatery, showing off the 
gorgeous beach view. She revealed her plans to 
start a family in September, when she appeared 
on the podcast The House of Wax actress said: 
‘First one, we’re planning it already, is going to 
be a boy and girl twin. When you freeze your 
eggs, you can pick if you get a boy, you get a girl, 
you get twins.’ She added: ‘I have baby London, 
which is the girl, and I’m trying to figure out a 
name for the boy. So if you have any suggestions, 
I’m asking my friends.VoM

Martin Freeman is ‘dating 
Rachel Mariam’

LONDON
Martin Freeman is reportedly dating Rachel 
Mariam.The 49-year-old actor - who was mar-
ried to Amanda Abbington between 2000 and 
2016 - is said to have recently found love with 
the actress, who had a small part in the drama 
series ‘Normal People’ earlier this year.A source 
told The Sun on Sunday newspaper: “It’s still 
early days but they are getting on really well. 
They have spent quite a bit of time together at 
his home in North London because of Covid, 
but Rachel was able to meet some of his friends 
before lockdown.“They both love the same films 
and Martin supports her acting and writing 
career.”Martin - who has Joe, 14, and Grace, 12, 
with his ex-wife - previously revealed he’s main-
tained a healthy relationship with Amanda since 
their split.The actor said: “I wanted to be civil 
for us, because when you’ve loved someone for 
that long and they have been such an integral 
part of your life, what – that is supposed to not 
count now?”Amanda also insisted they were de-
termined to be “civil” with each other.VoM

Bureau Reuter
CAPE TOWN

Cristiano Ronaldo moved level on eight 
Serie A goals for the season with AC Milan’s 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic on Saturday as he and 
the Swede continue to defy their advanc-
ing years and show the youngsters how 
it is done.With a combined age of almost 
75, you could forgive both Ronaldo and 
Ibrahimovic for at least showing signs of 

weariness, but the goals show no signs 
of drying up as the pair drive their teams 
to the top two spots in the standings.
Coming into Juve’s clash with Cagliari 
on Saturday, Ronaldo had just returned 
from three games with Portugal to make 
his fourth league start of the season.
In his last match for Juventus before the in-
ternational break, Ronaldo had to be sub-
stituted with an ankle injury, and that was 

after he had to self-isolate due to Covid-19.
Even with those disruptions, though, 
the 35-year-old Ronaldo cannot 
be stopped, as Cagliari found out.
With Juventus struggling to get going in 
Turin and wasting several chances, Ronaldo 
netted a trademark opener, firing into the 
bottom corner after skipping inside twice.
Not finished, the Portuguese added a brilliant 
second four minutes later, showing great 
athleticism with the ball seemingly head-
ing behind him to flick home a fine finish.
“We have to keep our young man like this,” 
Juventus coach Andrea Pirlo said of Ronaldo.
“He gave me great availability in training, 
in games, for anything. His goals and goals. 
His talents are not natural, we are lucky 
that he plays at Juventus.”Now it is over 
to Ibrahimovic, with Milan playing Napoli 
on Sunday. The tall Swede has scored a 
goal in every Serie A game he has started 
this season and Ronaldo may be play-
ing catch up again come next weekend.

Staff Report
CAPE TOWN

Indian tennis star Sania Mirza on Saturday 
donated her racquet to Pakistani tennis 
ace Aisam-ul-Haq for his charity founda-
tion Stars Against Hunger.The tennis stars 
from Pakistan and India met in Dubai on 
Saturday, as Aisam was in UAE for a tran-
sit stay while on his way back from the 
Sofia Open tour in Bulgaria.Sania’s hus-
band and Pakistan’s former cricket cap-
tain Shoaib Malik was also present as the 
celebrity couple hosted Aisam for lunch.“I 
couldn’t meet Sania earlier when she was 
in Pakistan as I was on tennis tour. So, it 
was an opportunity for me to meet an old 
friend,” Aisam told.“She was kind enough 
to donate her tennis racquet to me for my 
organisation Stars Against Hunger,” the 
Pakistani tennis star added. Several tennis 
stars including Roger Federer and Rafael 

Nadal have donated their tennis items for 
Aisam’s charity that is supporting people 
affected due to the ongoing pandemic.
Aisam said that Sania is an old friend and 
if he was in Pakistan earlier, he would 

have hosted her and Malik in Lahore.The 
Indian tennis star was recently in Pakistan 
to meet her in-laws and to watch Pakistan 
Super League games in which her husband 
Shoaib Malik represented Peshawar Zalmi.

Pumping $27 billion into equity 
funds
Bureau Report

LONDON
Investors stormed into riskier assets 

last week, pumping $27 billion into eq-
uity funds as positive Covid-19 vaccine 
updates led to euphoric buying of shares 
in  worst-hit  sectors  such as  banks , 
travel  and leisure,  and oil ,  BofA said. 
Citing data from EPFR, the bank said in-
flows into global stocks in the last two 
weeks soared to $71.4 billion, the big-
gest ever.  The flows were led by US and 
emerging market stocks. Still ,  investors 
were not ready to pull the plug on high-
flying technology stocks, which saw $2.4 
billion inflows last week. BofA said the 
feedback was “we’re on it  (the rotation 
to value stocks),  but we ain’t  sel l ing 
tech”.  Value stocks, typically companies 
that  are more sensit ive to economic 
cycles,  have been soaring since BofA 
said it  expected 2021 to be the “year 
of vaccine”,  leading to outperformance 
of  value stocks versus growth stocks, 
high-yield debt versus investment-grade 
debt ,  emerging markets versus S&P 500 
and small cap versus large cap.

Bureau Report
Dubai

The Supreme Petroleum Council (SPC) an-
nounced on Sunday new onshore discoveries 
of non-conventional, recoverable oil resources 
estimated at 22 billion barrels and an increase 
of conventional oil reserves by 2 billion barrels 
in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.The discovery is a 
huge boost to the UAE’s reserves, which stood at 
97.8 billion barrels in 2019 according to OPEC’s 
Annual Statistical Bulletin.The SPC announced 
the new discoveries during a virtual meeting 
chaired by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, and SPC Deputy Chairman. During the 
meeting, the SPC approved ADNOC’s action 
plan tailored to increase its capital investment 
to Dh448 billion over the next five years, which 
will help the company achieve smart growth.
Through this plan, ADNOC will reinject Dh160 
billion ($43.6 billion) into local economy to 
the local economy from 2021-2025. This is to 
enhance the local added value, cooperate with 
private sector companies and international 
companies, provide more opportunities for the 
local private sector, contribute to economic and 
social development and create job opportunities 
for Emirati citizens. The council also approved 
ADNOC’s award of new areas for exploration, 
development and production of oil and gas as 
part of the second round of competitive bidding 
launched by Abu Dhabi in 2019.Conventional 
oil is found in pools and can be extracted with 
vertical well bores, whilst non-conventional oil 
requires horizontal boring and often hydraulic 
fracturing (fracking), according to the govern-

ment of British Columbia’s Ministry of Natural 
Gas Development and Minister Responsible 
for Housing. During the meeting, the SPC re-
viewed the quantum leap being achieved by 
ADNOC in its marketing, supply, trading and 
continuous development activities. Thanks to 
its expansion and the establishment of two new 
commercial companies: “ADNOC Trading” and 
“ADNOC Global Trading”, ADNOC has become 
more integrated in the fields shipping, logis-
tics, warehousing, trade and trading. ADNOC 
also intends to expand its shipping capabilities 
by purchasing a fleet of giant crude oil tankers 
through ADNOC Logistics and Services, which 
would provide new streams of revenue in the 
long run as it enters a new sector to support 
meeting the growing demand for its products. 
The SPC reviewed the joint venture recently 
announced between ADNOC and Abu Dhabi 
Developmental Holding Company (ADQ), which 
was established by the two parties with the aim 
of developing and supervising the establish-
ment of industrial projects within the Ruwais 
Petrochemicals Complex.

New major oil discovery in Abu Dhabi

Nigeria’s 
economy slips 
into recession

Bureaau Report
ABUJA

Nigeria’s economy has slipped 
into recession for the second time 
in four years as oil prices plunged 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, of-
ficial data released on Saturday 
shows.The country’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) contracted by 
3.62 percent year-on-year in real 
terms in the third quarter of 2020, 
the National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) reported.“Cumulative GDP 
for the first 9 months of 2020, 
therefore, stood at -2.48 percent,” 
the NBS said.The economy shrank 
by 6.1 percent in Q2, indicating that 
two consecutive quarters of nega-
tive growth have been recorded in 
2020, the NBS said.With the two 
consecutive quarters of economic 
contraction, Nigeria -- Africa’s larg-
est economy -- has officially slipped 
into recession.In 2016, the biggest 
oil producer in Africa fell into reces-
sion, the first time in over two dec-
ades. Since emerging in 2017, it has 
been seeking ways to fully recover 
from the slowdown.The statistics 
bureau classified the Nigerian econ-
omy into the oil and non-oil sectors. 
It blamed the slow oil production 
and the COVID-19 pandemic for 
the economic contraction.For the 
oil sector, it said that the average 
daily oil production recorded in the 
third quarter of 2020 stood at 1.67 
million barrels per day, lower than 
the average production recorded in 
the same quarter of 2019 and the 
production volume recorded in the 
second quarter of 2020.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Profitability of top UAE banks declined in the 
third quarter of 2020 due to low interest rate 
environment and flat loan growth.Top 10 UAE 
banks’ total interest income declined for the 
third consecutive quarter reporting, 7.7 per cent 
quarter on quarter according to an analysis by 
Alvarez & Marsal in its latest UAE Banking Pulse 
report for Q3 2020.The report showed lower in-
terest rate environment continued to pressure 
banks’ asset yield. After a relatively stronger sec-
ond quarter, net income declined by 3 per cent 
quarter on quarter (QoQ) due to lower interest 
and other operating income, which continued 
to impact profitability.“After a rebound in per-
formance in Q2 2020, profitability of the top 10 
UAE banks in Q3 2020 showed signs of vulner-
ability with declining interest income and in-
creased provisioning weighing on the net profit. 
We expect the economic conditions in the UAE 
and the region generally to remain challenging 
in the near term, which would likely limit credit 
and earnings growth and also result in higher 
non performing loans (NPLs),” said Asad Ahmed, 
A&M Managing Director and Head of Middle East 
Financial Services. The challenging economic en-

vironment impacted credit uptake as loans and 
advances remained flat in Q3 2020 compared to 
Q2 2020. On the other hand, deposits increased 
4.2 per cent QoQ, largely on the back of 16 per 
cent increase in FAB’s deposits. Consequently, 
loans to deposit ratio (LDR) decreased to 84.1 
per cent compared to 87.7 per cent in Q2 2020. 
Top 10 banks have provided borrowers access 
to Dh51.1billion at the end of the third quarter 
under the UAE Central Bank’s Targeted Economic 

Support Sceheme (TESS). Operating income con-
tinued to decline for the third consecutive quar-
ter. Persistent decline in net interest income 
(-6.7 per cent QoQ) weighed on the operating 
income, which decreased 3.4 per cent QoQ. Low 
interest rate environment continued to pressure 
asset yields among the banks and impacted net 
interest income. On the other hand, there was an 
increase in net fee income (+18% QoQ), which 
limited the decline in total operating income.

Top ten UAE banks’ profitability deteriorated in Q3 2020

Bureau Report
LONDON

Instead of No. 1 Novak Djokovic vs. No. 2 Rafael Nadal 
for the ATP Finals trophy, it’ll be No. 3 Dominic Thiem 
against No. 4 Daniil Medvedev.Nadal had won 71 matches 
in a row when grabbing the opening set, and he served 
for the victory in Saturday’s semifinals when leading 5-4 
in the second set. But Medvedev broke at love there and 
came all the way back to win 3-6, 7-6 (4), 6-3, claiming the 
last four games.“It’s great that we managed to beat two of 
the biggest players in the history of the sport,” Medvedev 
said. “It’s super for tennis.”Thiem frittered away four match 
points in his semifinal against Djokovic because he was 
“tight and nervous” during a second-set tiebreaker. Thiem 
gathered himself, though, and eventually reeled off seven 
of the match’s last eight points after trailing 4-0 in the last 
tiebreaker, winning 7-5, 6-7 (10), 7-6 (5).“What he did 
from 0-4 in the third-set tiebreaker was just unreal,” said 
Djokovic, a 17-time Grand Slam champion. “I don’t think 
I played bad. ... He just crushed the ball and everything 
went in.”Thiem ended Djokovic’s bid for a record-tying sixth 
ATP Finals trophy, while Medvedev prevented Nadal from 
continuing to pursue the most significant title the 20-time 
major champ hasn’t won.Instead of a 57th meeting between 
Djokovic and Nadal, Thiem and Medvedev will face off for 
the fifth time. Thiem leads 3-1, including a straight-set vic-
tory in the U.S. Open semifinals in September en route to 
the 27-year-old Austrian’s first Grand Slam championship.
“I, for sure, can cause him some trouble,” Medvedev said.
Did that to Nadal, too.Nadal seemed on his way to the final 
when he reeled off four consecutive games in the second 
set for a chance to serve for the match. He surprisingly 
stumbled.

Investors rush to buy equities

Ronaldo levels up with Zlatan in battle of evergreen strikers

It’ll be Thiem-Medvedev, not 
Djokovic-Nadal, at ATP Finals

Sania Mirza donates her tennis racquet to Aisam-ul-
Haq’s charity foundation
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In the US, this cannot 
justify the disenfran-
chisement of a single 

voter
WASHINGTON

Britain wants to strike a free-trade deal 
with the European Union, but the short-
term impact of not doing so will be over-
shadowed by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
British Finance Minister Rishi Sunak told 
the BBC’s Andrew Marr programme on 
Sunday.nAsked what the effect of not have 
a free-trade deal in place after the transi-
tion period ends on Dec. 31, Sunak said: 
“It’s very difficult to be precise about the 
near-term effects. “But I’d agree with what 
the prime minister has said, in the short 
term specifically and most immediately, it 
would be preferable to have a deal because 
it would ease things in the short term. “But 
the most important impact on our economy 
next year is not going to be from that, it’s 
because of coronavirus.” A US federal judge 
on Saturday dismissed a lawsuit critical to 
President Donald Trump’s long-shot bid to 
overturn his Nov. 3 election loss to Demo-
cratic President-elect Joe Biden, calling his 
legal claim a “Frankenstein’s Monster.” The 
Trump campaign had sought to prevent 

state officials from certifying the results of 
the election in the state. US District Judge 
Matthew Brann in Williamsport, Pennsyl-
vania, described the case as “strained legal 
arguments without merit and speculative 
accusations.” Brann, who was nominated by 
former President Barack Obama, said that 
he “has no authority to take away the right 
to vote of even a single person, let alone 
millions of citizens.” Trump’s lawyer Rudy 
Giuliani said in a statement that he was 
disappointed with the ruling. “Today’s deci-
sion turns out to help us in our strategy to 
get expeditiously to the US Supreme Court,” 
he said. The campaign will ask the 3rd US 
Circuit Court of Appeals in Philadelphia to 
review the ruling on an accelerated timeta-
ble, according to Giuliani. A majority of that 
circuit’s judges were nominated by Repub-
lican presidents. Four were nominated by 
Trump. The lawsuit before Brann was filed 
on Nov. 9 and had alleged inconsistent treat-

ment by county election officials of mail-in 
ballots. Some counties notified voters that 
they could fix minor defects such as missing 
“secrecy envelopes” while others did not. 
“This claim, like Frankenstein’s Monster, 
has been haphazardly stitched together,” 
wrote Brann. For Trump to have any hope 
of overturning the election, he needs to re-
verse the outcome in Pennsylvania, which is 
scheduled to be certified by state officials on 
Monday. “Today’s ruling is a victory for the 
rule of law, and for the voters of Pennsylva-
nia, whom the Trump campaign sought to 
disenfranchise on the flimsiest legal theory 
imaginable,” wrote election law scholar 
Rick Hasen on Twitter. The Trump cam-
paign and its supporters have filed dozens 
of lawsuits in six closely contested states. 
The campaign’s only victories extended 
the Election Day voting hours at a handful 
of polling places in Nevada and set aside 
some provisional ballots in Pennsylvania, 
according to court records. Attempts to 
thwart the certification of the election have 
failed in courts in Georgia, Michigan and 
Arizona. In the Pennsylvania case, Brann 
also denied a campaign request to amend 
the suit to claim violations of the US Con-
stitution. The campaign wanted Brann to 
allow Pennsylvania’s Republican-controlled 
state legislature to appoint electors.Reuters

LONDON 
Foreign Secretary of the United 
Kingdom Dominic Raab has reiter-
ated the UK’s commitment to sup-
porting reform which improves the 
lives of citizens and reconciliation in 
the Bosnia, Herzegovina and across 
the wider Western Balkans. Accord-
ing to a statement of Foreign Com-
monwealth and Development Office 
(FCDO) issued here Saturday, Foreign 
Secretary Dominic Raab remembered 
the victims of the conflict in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina on the anniversary 
of the Dayton Peace Accords. Foreign, 
Commonwealth & Development Of-
fice and the Rt Hon Dominic Raab 
MPThe Foreign Secretary, Dominic 
Raab said”,Today we remember the 
victims of the bitter. conflict in Bos-
nia and Herzegovina, and celebrate 
25 years of peace.I know personally 
from my time in The Hague pursu-
ing those responsible for this dark 
chapter in European history, how 
important it is to help rebuild the 
countries affected”. Raab said that UK 
had played a crucial role in support-
ing the necessary reform to improve 
the lives of the country’s citizens 
including helping them deal with 

the legacy of the war. “The progress 
citizens want to see is often thwarted 
by those who profit from fear and 
division”,he remarked. Foreign Sec-
retary Dominic Raab also called upon 
the leaders of Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina to set aside divisive rhetoric and 
renew efforts to focus on a peaceful 
future and democratic rights for all. 
“Twenty-five years ago today Dayton 
Peace Accords were agreed in Dayton, 
Ohio, marking the end of the conflict 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina and pav-
ing the way for peace and democracy 
in the country”,he said. The Accords, 
Raab said were formally signed in 

Paris on 14 December. Approximate-
ly 100,000 people were killed in the 
1992-1995 conflict, tens of thou-
sands wereVictims of sexual violence, 
and more than 1.8 million people 
were displaced”. The UK now,he said 
provides £80 million of support an-
nually to support peace and stabil-
ity in the region and has introduced 
a number of initiatives to support 
citizen focused reform. He added 
that this included the digitization of 
government services, promoting an 
independent media, professionaliz-
ing the armed forces, and supporting 
war crime.

MIRPUR
Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJK) President Sar-
dar Masood Khan, declaring Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi as the “King of Li-
ars”, has strongly condemned his attempt 
to implicate Pakistan in Nagrota attack in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu Kashmir 
(IIOJK)under a well-planned drama. As 
per AJK President office, Sardar Masood 
said that such false flag by India was being 
feared since Pakistan has brought to light 
the irrefutable proofs of Indian terrorism 
inside Pakistan . “Indian leaders openly 
hatching plots against Pakistan and AJK, 
there are signs that they’re preparing for 
a false flag operation or open aggression 
because India’s involvement in terrorism 
has been made public by Pakistan with 
evidence,” the President said. He said that 
the time is over to maligning Pakistan and 
the Kashmir liberation movement by lev-
elling concocted allegations. The president 
said that the international community has 
now fully realized that India which has 
engaged its one million troops for eth-
nic cleansing of the Kashmiri people is 
perpetrating state terrorism in occupied 
Jammu Kashmir. Khan maintained that in 

the past, India has committed many such 
ugly acts to hide its terrorism and to divert 
the attention of the international commu-
nity from the real issue. “Whether it is the 
Chattisinghpura massacre or the incidents 
in Uri, Pathankot and Pulwama, India’s 
history are full of false allegations and 
fraud. Modi and all Indian rulers have mis-
erably failed in their conspiracies against 
Pakistan and the Kashmiri people,” he 
added. “India’s BJP-RSS propagandists and 
publicists are harvesting and manipulat-
ing (false data) to negatively profile Kash-
miris and Pakistan. We have to counter 
this campaign that first demonizes and 
vilifies Muslims and then weaponizes it to 
incite hatred and violence against them.” 
he said. The AJK President said that it 
is obligatory for the international com-
munity not to let India hide its black face 
behind falsehood and shrewdness, hold 
it accountable for its terrorism, enmity 
against mankind and the war crimes, and 
administer justice to the Kashmiri people. 
“If India is not held accountable, no one 
will be able to save the world from be-
coming a jungle where only falsehood 
and injustice prevails,” he added. VoM

UNITED NATIONS 
A virtual joint meeting of the UN Economic and Social 
Council and the Peace-building Commission has dis-
cussed ways to forge solidarity and develop conflict-
sensitive responses to the coronavirus pandemic, with 
the ECOSOC chief underscoring the need for urgent 
action. “We must act together and we must act with 
urgency,” Pakistan’s Ambassador Munir Akram, who is 
also ECOSOC’s President, said in his opening remarks 
at the meeting which examined the nexus between the 
developmental and the security aspects of the crisis. 
He said that a resurgence of COVID-19 underscores 
the need for continued vigilance and preparedness 
in conflict-affected countries. In this regard, Ambas-
sador Akram also called for the universal acceptance 
of UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres’ s call for a 
global ceasefire, saying it must extend also to acts of 
violence that are imposed on peoples under foreign 
occupation. The ECOSOC chief said that rebuilding bet-
ter from the pandemic and getting back on track for the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will not be an 
easy task. He therefore called for scaling up financing 
from all sources for these purposes. The international 
community, Ambassador Akram said, must display a 
willingness to address structural challenges and in-
equalities, which are the underlying causes of many 
of the economic challenges and threats to peace and 

security which abound across the world. “We must 
have the political will to, for example, reform the fi-
nancial architecture to build an inclusive and equitable 
debt management system to have preferential banking 
regulations for developing countries, to build a fair in-
ternational tax regime, to end illicit financial flows, and 
to restructure the international trade regime to offer 
an equal opportunity for developing countries to grow 
their exports, and to grow their economies,” the ECO-
SOC president said. The Chairman of the 31-member 
Peacebuilding Commission, Ambassador Robert Keith 
Rae of Canada, said that in most countries and regions 
on the Commission’s radar, COVID-19 has exacer-
bated inequalities while dealing a blow to lives, liveli-
hoods, social cohesion and governance structures.VoM

Pak-China agrarian 
partnership to uplift 

economic architecture: 
Moin ul Haque.

ISLAMABAD
Chief Minister Punjab Usman Buzdar 
on Sunday launched Insaaf Medicines 
Cards under the Punjab Sehat Sahulat 
programme to facilitate people suffer-
ing from various chronic diseases. Un-
der the scheme, 174,882 Insaaf Medi-
cines Cards will be distributed among 
deserving patients of hepatitis, AIDS, 
tuberculosis (TB), and other diseases. 
Patients with the cards will be provid-
ed free medicines at hospitals. Buzdar 
said that free medicines will be pro-
vided to over 70,000 patients suffering 
from tuberculosis. “The card will be is-
sued after completion of the diagnostic 
process,” he added. Earlier this month, 
the Punjab government had decided 
to provide the Insaf Sehat Card facility 
to journalists, government employees, 
madressah students, teachers, among 
others. The provincial minister had 
chaired a high-level session where he 
was given a briefing over the details of 
medical facilities and the issuance of 
Sehat Insaf Cards among citizens. VoM

BEIJING 
Pakistan-China agriculture cooperation is vital and would 
strengthen the economy of Pakistan, said Pakistani 
ambassador to China Moin ul Haque. Participating in a 
Webinar organized by China Economic Net, he said Pakistan 
is a leading country in the production of wheat, cotton, rice, 
sugar cane, lentils, mangoes and milk. Pakistan is the fourth-
largest producer of milk and has a vibrant livestock sector, 
leading in meat and poultry production. The ambassador said 
that agriculture contributes more than 80 percent to Pakistan’s 
GDP and provides more than 30 percent of the national 
labor force. He further said the agricultural cooperation 
was extensively discussed in an important bilateral meeting 
held between two foreign ministers in Hainan in August, 
2020. “The production of quality seeds, the productivity of 
various crops strengthening an agro-based industry to bring 
in value addition, manufacturing pesticides, and setting up 
gold chain networks were discussed. We also discussed the 
capacity building of our scientists and students, sharing and 
transfer of agricultural technology and establishment of 
research institutes,” he said. Ambassador said that recently 
China has adopted its 14th five-year plan for 2021to2025 in 
which the field of modern agriculture has given high value. “I 
believe that Pakistan can make optimum use of China’s past 
achievements and its future agricultural development schemes 
to address our weakness and consolidate our strength in the 
agriculture sector,” Moin said. The ambassador expressed 
gratitude to the Chinese government and relevant institutions 
for giving Pakistan supports during the locust plague. The 
Chinese government sent a delegation of experts, provided 
specialized drones to fight the locust swarm and helped to set 
up a set of pest and disease control center in Karachi. China’s 
unprecedented success in combating poverty and bringing 
more than 800 million people out of poverty is indeed a 
miracle of recent times, helping communities to improve 
livelihood by developing their local agricultural products. 
He conveyed his sincere gratitude to China Economic Net 
for providing valuable support in strengthening economic 
and commercial relations between China and Pakistan, from 
sponsoring mangoes festival, organizing various conferences 
and seminars to recently hosting the Pakistani government 
Pavilion in Shanghai,” the ambassador stated. He hoped that 
two embassies and two governments could work together to 
have some concrete results and achievements in the field of 
agriculture as next year they are going to celebrate the 70th 
years of diplomatic relation, a very important milestone in our 
relationship,” he added. Meanwhile, some experts at Webinar 
said, Pakistan and China show strong will to boost agricultural 
cooperation. According to a report carried by China Economic 
Net, Zhang Qin, Vice President of China National Seed 
Association said, the Chinese government encourages private 
enterprises to enter into international cooperation in the seed 
industry. She also gave an example of Biocentury Transgene 
(China) Co., Ltd, a private enterprise. VoM

KARACHI     
Dr. Talat Wizarat IR Expert, stated that India 
has always tried to divert world’s attention 
from Kashmir crisis through cheap tactics. It 
is a serious matter that India’s political and 
military leadership has confessed on record 
that New Delhi is involved in financing ter-
rorism to destabilize Pakistan. Minorities are 
suffering and forced to live a miserable life 
in India. The Modi regime has tarnished the 
secular face of India. Pakistan has presented 
enough evidence that India is involved in 
state terrorism to sabotage peace I Pakistan. 
An international commission has accused 
present government of India for commit-
ting atrocities against minorities. The Modi 
fascist regime is denying Kashmiris their 
cultural and religious identity. The United 
Nation must take notice of Indian hegemonic 
policies and state terrorism in the region. It 
is appreciable that international institutions 
are realizing the fact that India’s malicious 
designs are posing a serious threat to re-
gional peace. The Indian fascist government 
has crossed all limits of atrocities in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. The 

BJP-led government is leading India towards 
destruction. The world has now started tak-
ing notice of Indian brutalities and worst hu-
man rights violations in the held valley. The 
international media has exposed India’s he-
gemonic policies at the international front. 
Indian banks are involved in money laun-
dering. Indian government is financing ter-
rorism and facilitating terrorists to sabotage 
peace in Pakistan. It is high time for Pakistan 
to continue effective and proactive diplo-
macy to expose India’s malicious designs 
at international level. The Indian govern-
ment is ruled by a bunch of terrorists. New 
Delhi’s expansionist policies are posing seri-
ous challenge to regional peace and security. 
Dr. Rasheed Ahmed stated that The BJP-led 
government is leading India towards global 
isolation. Revoking Article 370 is a clear vio-
lation of international laws and norms. The 
Indian government has a malicious agenda to 
change demography of Kashmir through ille-
gal means. The Indian troops are committing 
worst atrocities to suppress the indigenous 
freedom movement in IIOJ&K. Despite all the 
tactics and brutalities, the Indian forces have 

failed to suppress the Kashmiris’ freedom 
movement. Masood Khalid, Former Ambas-
sador, CPEC is a flagship project of One Belt 
One Road. Pakistan and China are two key 
stakeholders of the multibillion dollar CPEC. 
Special Economic Zones would attract for-
eign investment into the country. Despite all 
the challenges, China and Pakistan are com-
mitted to complete CPEC related projects 
in time. Pakistan has exposed India’s mali-
cious agenda to sabotage CPEC. Islamabad 
has provided sufficient evidence of India’s 
involvement in terrorist activities to desta-
bilize Pakistan. India is habitual of divert-
ing the world’s attention from real issues 
through lies. Joe Biden is a mature politician 
and would make some wise policies as far 
as global and regional politics is concerned. 
India is envious of Pakistan’s strengthening 
economy and improving reputation at the in-
ternational front. Pakistan has always desired 
for regional connectivity for regional peace 
and development. We have to follow a com-
prehensive and effective strategy to counter 
the future challenges. In time completion of 
CPEC is in the best interest of the region. VoM
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Pakistan, Iran heap-
phrased for hosting 
Afghan refugees at 
top-level UNHCR-
organized event

GENEVA
Participants in virtual high-level consultations or-
ganized by the United Nations refugee agency, the 
UNHCR, have praised the generosity of Pakistan 
and Iran in hosting millions of Afghan refugees 
for over four decades, and hoped for the success 
of the ongoing peace negotiations to enable them 
to return to their homeland. The event was held 
ahead of the two-day Afghanistan Conference 
beginning on November 23. It is being co-hosted 
by Finland, Afghanistan and the United Nations 
(UN) Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). 
Pakistan’s President Arif Alvi was among 175 dis-
tinguished participants who discussed the issues 
faced by refugees in their returns and reintegra-
tion to their homeland. His participation and the 
recent visit to Kabul of Prime Minister Imran Khan 
elevated Pakistan’s role as a leading refugee host 
country and a key player in the region, diplomats 
said. Opening the discussion, UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, in his brief video remarks, said 
the intra-Afghan negotiations was a “unique op-
portunity” and urged all parties to move towards 
stability and peace. President Alvi welcomed the 
peace negotiations and intra-Afghan dialogue as 
a harbinger of peace paving the way for return of 
refugees. The Afghans, he said, should themselves 
decide their future. Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
said the refugees’ return should be well-planned 
and organized. “If overlooked or implemented in 
bad manner and with poor resources, the process 
of returnees could lead to further destabilization’, 
he said, adding, “We must avoid bad strategies”. 
President Ghani outlined the efforts of his govern-
ment to promote economic growth in the country 
through participatory methods and encouraging 
innovation. The peace process has highlighted the 
need for the return of Afghan refugees, and they 
contribute in the rebuilding efforts. He called for 
the international community’s consistent support 
to Afghanistan. Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, 
United States (US) Special Representative for Af-
ghanistan Reconciliation, in his video statement, 
underscored the need for securing the achieve-
ments of the last twenty years. The US, he said, 
had worked hard with neighbouring countries 
to bring peace in Afghanistan. He said that intra-
Afghan dialogue had made progress in recent days. 
Khalilzad called for reduction in the level of vio-
lence and for reaching the ultimate ceasefire, and 
reiterated US support to the Afghan people..VoM
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