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We do not believe in war and 
want to solve problems through 

dialogue, instead of war we should 
focus on education and health.

President of Pakistan

Arif Alvi

Indian Propaganda of Chinese incursion 
halts military disengagement: observers

Spratly Islands claims US warship sails by China

The Asian Telegraph

Pak army to give befitting 
reply to any indian 

misadventure :COAS
WASHINGTON

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa visited 
forward troops deployed along 
Line of Control (LOC). COAS was 
briefed about latest situation, 
Indian Cease Fire Violations de-
liberately targeting innocent 
civilians along LOC and recent 
targeting of UN vehicle by In-
dian troops against all interna-
tional norms and conventions.  
Appreciating operational pre-
paredness and high morale of 
troops, COAS lauded officers and 
men for continued vigilance and 
professionalism. Indian provo-
cations particularly recent tar-
geting of UNMOGIP vehicles are 
threat to regional peace and 
stability, COAS emphasised. 
COAS said that Indian Army shall 
always get befitting response to 
any misadventure or agression. 
Pakistan Army shall take measures 
to protect innocent civilians along 
LOC and defend honour, dignity 
& territorial integrity of mother-
land at all costs, COAS reiterated. 
Corps Commander Rawalpindi 
Corps, Lieutenant General Azhar 
Abbas received COAS at the LOC.

Oil drops as new virus strain revives demand fears
Analyst says given scale 
of crude’s two-month 

rally, deeper correction 
cannot be ruled out

Bureau Reporter
LONDON

Oil dropped towards $50 a barrel 
on Tuesday, adding to losses from 
the previous session, as a new 
coronavirus strain in the United 
Kingdom revived concerns over 
demand recovery. Detection of 
the new strain prompted several 
countries to close their borders 
to Britain, though a British min-
ister said the UK and France are 
working to reopen one of Europe’s 
most important trade routes. Brent 
crude was down $0.32, or 0.6%, 
at $50.59 a barrel by 1125 GMT, 
while US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude fell $0.67, or 1.4%, 
to $47.30. Both benchmarks slid 
nearly 3% on Monday, partly eras-
ing recent gains driven by the roll-
out of Covid-19 vaccines, seen as 
key to allowing a return to normal 
life. “In the battle between imme-
diate negative concerns and future 

optimism, the former is now fight-
ing back,” said Tamas Varga of oil 
broker PVM. The latest rally cul-
minated in Brent hitting $52.48, 
its highest since March, on Friday. 
Some see potential for prices to fall 
further. “The environment remains 
decidedly risk averse,” said Jeffrey 
Halley of brokerage Oanda. “Given 
the scale of oil’s two-month rally, a 
deeper correction cannot be ruled 
out.” Oil gained support from US 
Congress approval for a $892 bil-
lion coronavirus aid package after 
months of inaction. In focus will be 

the latest US oil inventory reports, 
expected to show crude stocks 
fell by 3.3 million barrels. The 
American Petroleum Institute’s 
report is due at 2130 GMT. The 
Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries and allies, a 
group known as OPEC+, are set to 
boost output by 500,000 barrels 
per day in January. There is no 
sign yet of any wavering induced 
by the price drop. Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Alexander Novak 
on Monday said the rise in output 
should not result in a glut.

Chinese observers said they are 
not surprised by this typical show 
of Indian media’s hysterical tar-

nishing of China and its army
BEIJING

With China and India engaging in multiple 
rounds of talks through military and diplo-
matic channels to push forward a solution to 
their longstanding border row, Indian media 
driven by malicious intent came up with new 
claims of “Chinese soldiers’ crossing” into 
Changthang village in the Nyoma area, east of 
Leh in Ladakh on the Indian side, before they 
were “forced” out, all of which were based on 
speculation over a viral video that made the 
rounds among local residents. Chinese observ-
ers said they are not surprised by this typical 
show of Indian media’s hysterical tarnishing 
of China and its army, Global Times reported. 
Without seeking any official confirmation or 
even comment from the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP), India’s border control organiza-
tion in the area where the incident was alleged 
to have taken place, Indian media claimed that 
“Chinese soldiers in civilian clothes were ap-
parently objecting to the local nomads allow-
ing their cattle to graze in the area.” Indian 
media’s hype of the incident is very malicious 
and hinders the current progress of disengage-
ment between the two militaries, Qian Feng, a 
scholar of Indian studies and director of the 

research department at the National Strategy 
Institute at Tsinghua University, told the Global 
Times, adding that the Chinese personnel could 
not have been People’s Liberation Army sol-
diers, but were local civilian officials. If the 
relevant report was anywhere near the truth, 
the Indian government and military would not 
have remained silent on the matter, he said. 
The Times of India story did not go into de-
tail on exactly when and where the incident 
occurred, but claimed that the video clearly 
showed the “incursion by Chinese soldiers into 
Indian territory” went viral after it was filmed 
by locals there. The video was the only source 
of the TOI report. Times Now, an English news 
channel in India owned and operated by The 
Times Group, which also covered the incident 
reported that it occurred three days earlier, 
and the two vehicles were carrying about eight 
Chinese civilians when they crossed into the 
Changthang area, citing the same footage. It is 
normal for Chinese civilian officials to engage 
in dialogue with local nomad communities to 
urge them not to cross the border to graze 
their cattle. The hype of their military identity 
shows Indian media’s hysterical tradition of 
tarnishing China and distorting the facts, Qian 
noted. China and India held their 20th meeting 
of the Working Mechanism for Consultation 
and Coordination on India-China Border 
Affairs (WMCC) on Friday, and diplomatic. APP

President urges media to 
create awareness for the 

rights and issues of special 
persons

President extends condolence to the 
families of soldiers martyred at LoC 

ISLAMABAD 
President Dr Arif Alvi on Tuesday terming the 
welfare of persons with disabilities a ‘major chal-
lenge’ said all sections of society needed to work 
at their ends for the facilitation of special people. 
The President in his letter addressed to the media 
organizations called for the need of creating mass 
awareness about the rights of persons with dis-
abilities. Dr. Alvi mentioned that about 15 percent 
of people in the country suffered from various dis-
abilities. He said the most common issues faced 
by the special people were lack of opportunities 
for education, employment and access to public 
places. He lauded the government for taking steps 
to make such individuals financially independent 
and give access to educational institutions and 
jobs. To achieve equalization of opportunities 
they need to ask for integration in services and 
programmes available to all in the community 
e.g., education in regular schools, vocational train-
ing in centres and programmes available to all 
members of the community and employment. 
They must also learn to give to the community 
and to share responsibilities with other members 
of the community. Only then will disabled people 
attain or achieve equalization of opportunities. 
The President said the society could be sensitized 
about the rights and issues of special people, for 
which the role of media was important in this re-
gard.  He stressed the need of making the special 
persons active members of the society, observing 
that further steps were required for their welfare 
and betterment. He said media in the country 
played an exemplary role in creating awareness 
about breast cancer and coronavirus pandemic 
through effective campaigns. Dr Alvi hoped that 
the media would again show support for the pro-
motion of the rights of special persons. President 
Dr Arif Alvi Thursday telephoned the families of 
two soldiers martyred at Line of Control conse-
quent to the firing by Indian troops.“Called the 
families of Lance Naik Tariq and Sepoy Zaroof for 

Both sides have overcome the difficulties of 
COVID-19, and made new headway of cooperation 

in a coordinated way
ISLAMABAD

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
projects have achieved major progress despite 
grave economic and health challenges posed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Chairman of the CPEC 
Authority Asim Saleem Bajwa said on Monday. “After 
successful completion of the first phase, CPEC is 
expanding into its second phase as per schedule de-
spite a very serious setback of COVID-19 around the 
world, ensuring economic stability and well-being 
of the people of Pakistan,” Bajwa said while address-
ing an awarding ceremony for outstanding Pakistani 
staff of CPEC projects. During the ceremony organ-
ized by the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan, a total of 
18 staff members working at various energy and 
infrastructure projects under CPEC, including hy-
dropower projects, Orange Line Metro Train and 
Gwadar port, received the award for their distin-
guished performance. The timely implementation 
of the projects was one of the manifestations of 
time-tested friendship between the two countries 
that even the pandemic could not affect the pro-
gress of CPEC, Bajwa said, adding that the project 
is a game changer as it has brought employment, 
prosperity and socio-economic development to the 
country.  “The biggest dividends people of Pakistan 
are going to witness due to CPEC in the coming days 

are creation of massive local jobs, transformation 
of technology, particularly in the newer areas of 
science and technology, industrialization and agri-
culture,” the chairman said. Chinese Ambassador to 
Pakistan Nong Rong said CPEC has achieved great 
success and made a tremendous contribution to 
the development of Pakistan and regional connec-
tivity under the joint efforts of the governments, 
enterprises and all walks of life from both coun-
tries. “Both sides have overcome the difficulties of 
COVID-19, and made new headway of cooperation 
in a coordinated way. In the on-going year, there 
was no stop of the construction, no job cut, and no 
withdrawal of workforce of the CPEC projects,” the 
ambassador said. “In the next stage… we will focus 
more on areas of industrial cooperation, agriculture 
and socio-economic development to promote CPEC 
into a demonstration project for high quality devel-
opment of the Belt and Road Initiative,” he said. VoM

CPEC attains substantial progress despite 
COVID-19 upsurge: Saleem Bajwa

Kushner to lead US delega-
tion to Israel, Morocco

WASHINGTON
An American warship sailed 

through waters off the contested 
Spratly Islands in the South China 
Sea on Thursday, in the latest 
challenge to Beijing’s sweeping 
territorial claims in the region. 
Guided-missile destroyer USS 
John S. McCain “asserted naviga-
tional rights and freedoms in the 
Spratly Islands,” the US Seventh 
fleet said in a statement. “This 
freedom of navigation operation 
... upheld the rights, freedoms, 
and lawful uses of the sea rec-
ognized in international law by 
challenging restrictions on inno-
cent passage imposed by China, 
Vietnam, and Taiwan,” it added. 
China claims nearly all of the 
South China Sea, including the 
Spratly Islands, though Taiwan, 
the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia 
and Vietnam all claim parts of it. 
The region is believed to have 
valuable oil and gas deposits. 
Further angering those countries, 
and the US, Beijing has moved ag-

gressively to build reefs into ar-
tificial islands capable of hosting 
military planes. The move came 
amid a rise in US-China tensions 
over the coronavirus epidemic, in 
which Washington has accused 
Beijing of hiding and downplay-
ing the initial outbreak detected 
in the Chinese city of Wuhan late 
last year. Relations between both 
countries have been strained 
on multiple levels since Donald 
Trump took office in 2017. A 
trade war launched by Trump 
has infuriated Beijing, as did 
his authorization of a $1.3 bil-

lion arms sale to Taiwan, which 
China considers a rebel province. 
White House senior adviser Jared 
Kushner will lead a US delegation 
to Israel and Morocco next week 
for discussions on the normali-
zation deal the two Middle East 
countries reached last week, a 
senior administration official 
said on Tuesday. The US delega-
tion and an Israeli team will join 
together and take a direct flight 
from Tel Aviv to Rabat as a sign of 
progress after the Israel-Morocco 
deal that Kushner helped broker. 
Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has assigned targets to 
various ministries to improve governance and priori-
tize projects, especially rationalizing the power sector 
and subsidies, encouraging wealth creation, and en-
hancing exports. He was speaking at the signing cere-
mony of agreements between the Prime Minister and 
federal ministries to evaluate performance of various 
departments and sectors in achieving targets. He said 
prioritized projects will vigorously be followed and 
evaluated to ensure performance. He said now it is 
time to perform and every ministry has to achieve its 
targets. Imran Khan said power sector is the biggest 
challenge to provide affordable electricity to consum-
ers. He said the government is providing subsidies 
of billions of rupees, but it is being used both by the 
poor and the rich. He said there is a need to rational-
ize provision of subsidies to the targeted populace 
and deserving people as well as for the development 
of backward areas. The Prime Minister stressed the 
need to enhance exports and control inflation in the 
country. He said growing bill of pensions is also one 
of the biggest challenges the country is facing. He 
directed to formulate a comprehensive plan to meet 
this challenge. Imran Khan said concentration will 
be further made on the agriculture sector to increase 

productivity and job opportunities for the youth. He 
said the government is seeking China’s cooperation in 
the agriculture sector under China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor. Talking about problems emerged after 
transfer of powers and shifting of various subjects to 
provinces under 18th Amendment, Imran Khan said 
we need to review the system for better performance. 
He questioned what the federal government can do if 
a province does not release wheat well in time, creat-
ing difference in prices of the commodity. He said in 
such a situation blame is shifted to the center.  Similar-
ly, the ministry of environment has been devolved to 
provinces and the center cannot formulate a uniform 
policy. He said this subject should also be kept with 
the federal government. He said we will have to work 
on all these distortions.Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has expressed satisfaction over improved economic 
indicators of the country. In a tweet on Tuesday, he 
said despite COVID-19, it is great news on economy 
remarkable turnaround as our Current Account re-
mained again in surplus of 447 million dollars in last 
month. The Federal Cabinet has allowed presentation 
of the report of 6th Census before the Council of Com-
mon Interest for final approval. Briefing the media in 
Islamabad this evening, Minister for Information and 

Broadcasting Syed Shibli Faraz said the Cabinet which 
met in Islamabad on Tuesday also approved clearing 
of encroachments along the Margalla Road in Islam-
abad. The Minister said the Interior Ministry has been 
permitted to amend the Exit Control List to imple-
ment courts’ decisions. He said the final approval 
in amending the ECL will be taken from the cabinet 
committee. Shibli Faraz said today’s cabinet meeting 
was different to that of the routine meeting in view 
of growing spike of COVID-19 pandemic. He said only 
those ministers were invited to attend the meeting, 
whose ministries were related to the agenda items, 
while rest of the cabinet members participated in the 
meeting virtually to avoid spread of the contagion. 
He said second wave of the COVID-19 is continuing 
with full pace and complete implementation of Stan-
dard Operating Procedures has become a must. He 
said the opposition held its public rallies in complete 
disregard of SOPs. Responding to a question, the In-
formation Minister said Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
government rendered untiring efforts for betterment 
of the country’s economy. He said as a result of these 
efforts, country’s exports are at the highest level. Syed 
Shibli Faraz said housing sector is also flourishing and 
the business activities are getting momentum. VoM

PM emphasizes various ministries to improve governance and 
prioritize projects 

PM expresses satisfaction over improved economic indicators of country

Air Chief Louds Chinese 
military aviation 

technological prowess 
to meet the challenges 

of modern warfare 
Indian belligerence continues along LOC

UNITED NATIONS
Air Chief Marshal Mujhahid Anwar Khan, 
Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force has 
said that Chinese Military Aviation Technolo-
gy is at par with contemporary requirements 
and has full capacity to meet the challenges 
of modern warfare. He was expressing his 
views after flying an air superiority sortie 
in a Hi-Tech Chinese fighter aircraft during 
ongoing exercise Shaheen IX. Lauding the 
professionalism of PLAAF pilots, the Air 
Chief said that the outstanding air combat 
skills of PLAAF pilots are reflective of robust 
and modern combat training program of 
PLAAF. Expressing his satisfaction over the 
conduct of the exercise, the Air Chief said 
that it was heartening to see the two Air 
Forces inter-operating across a wide spec-
trum of airpower employment options.  He 
also said that in modern time’s competition 
in the air domain centers not only around 
mastery of technology, but also on its artful 
application in both strategy and tactics.  He 
added that Shaheen series of exercises will 
go a long way in enhancing the professional 
skills and operational preparedness of both 
the Air Forces in addition to developing 
mutual understanding of each other’s com-
bat skills and promoting inter-operability. 
It is pertinent to mention that the joint Air 
Exercise Shaheen IX that commenced on 09 
Dec, 2020 has now entered its last phase. 
Indian troops unprovoked ceasefire viola-
tion in Hotspring and Jandrot Sectors along 
LOC deliberately targeting civil population 
with Mortars and heavy weapons. A 50 
years old woman embraced shahadat while 
3 citizens including a 4 year minor Nayab 
got injured. The injured evacuated to nearby 
medical facility for necessary treatment. 
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India’s surgical strike 
nefarious design 

I n recent news, FM Shah Mehmood Qureshi during his visit to the Gulf 
States stated that India was planning a surgical strike on Pakistan. The 
possibility of this statement is somewhat high since India and Pakistan, 
both have remained each other’s antagonists since their partition. And the 
last time something like that occurred was very recent, the Pulwamacrisis. 
However, the current internally unstable situation that India has been 

sprawled into is also very important to consider. India faces abundant security 
challenges both external and internal. Dissimilar to some other nation in the World, 
Indian security is damaged by legacy issues that incorporate uncertain boundary 
disputes, not grappling with the major partition of the sub-continent,or culture 
of rivalry and challenge if there should be an occurrence of one and reluctance 
to acknowledge India as a reckonable local part on account of the other, subvert-
ing Indian strategic space as it tries to grow its political, financial, and strategic 
impact.India is currently burdened by several other major issues like the corona-
virus insurgency, deteriorating economy, India’s clashes with China, and the very 
recent ongoing farmers’protests within the country. All these issues have turned 
out to be major factors that could prevent India from starting a new problem for 
themselves by attacking Pakistan once again. The management of internal security, 
subsequently, assumes extraordinary significance. Only if the internal security 
issues are handled viably, will be the time when could India be able to attempt to 
assault Pakistan and face comparative consequences. Conspicuously, the ascent 
of contentious political issues dependent on sectarian, ethnic, linguistic, or other 
troublesome standards, is answerable for the numerous public and secessionist 
developments thriving in India.

Revamping 
Educational policy 

T he pandemic repercussions have dented the global educational 
system and it also exposed the systematic vulnerabilities that the 
majority of states have witnessed over the period. The third world 
states unable to comprehend the alternative distant and virtual 
learning system due to lack of sufficient resources and technological 
inculcation. Amid such a crisis, the government of Pakistan decides 

to revamp its entire educational architecture and devise a new educational policy 
for the year 2021. The current educational policy predominantly comprised of a 
divergent system that has to an extent created the educational disparity among 
the societal classes. The three tired primary, secondary, and higher secondary level 
educational system have not proven substantial gains due to various loopholes 
over the years. Now, the government has announced to overcome the previous 
educational deficiencies and ought to opt for a policy reflecting the national co-
hesion and harmony across religious and ethnic divides as well as capturing the 
divergence that is essential for the context of Pakistan. Besides, the most important 
change that government vows to introduce is the Single National Curriculum (SNC) 
that will bring uniformity, irrespective of the societal classes. Another significant 
aspect is the Madrassa educational system that seeks preferential treatment. The 
mainstreaming of this significant educational pillar would uplift the entire layout of 
educational reforms. Given the fact, this key component remains the same, it would 
also ensure negative implications on the general adaptive educational policies. 
Likewise, the new strategies should not only confined to the general reforms but 
the key education aspects for standards in terms of training and management to 
produce the desired far-fetched goals. Lastly, the policymakers should also consider 
the social, normative, and cultural constraints because non-aligned educational 
reforms would further escalate the problems. 
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Today in History

Reawakening Ummah And Islamic Revival

The famous Islamic philosopher and jurist 
Ibn Rushd (Averroes) rightly said that 
“Ignorance leads to fear, fear leads to 
hate, and hate leads to violence.” One can 
analyze the demise of civilizations through 
the prism of Averroes, especially the fall of 

Islamic civilization and the prevalent miserable situation 
of the Islamic nations across the globe. Once a mighty 
global power which vanished in the 13th century due 
to its arrogance, social and political fragmentation and 
ethnocentric approach but all these ills are still rampant 
today if we observe the Islamic nations or the suprana-
tional organizations formed by them like OIC or Arab 
League. The rise of Islamic civilization was credited to 
the intellectual supremacy, education and rationality, 
accountability and social justice, open and pluralistic 
nature and universal approach. The civilization, which 
not only paved path for the Western Christian World to 
pull themselves from the darkness to renaissance, but 
also acted as a torchbearer in the fields of astronomy, 
commerce, medical science, and philanthropy etc. This is 
indebted to the state-funded science projects beginning 
the house of wisdom Baghdad, where not only Muslim 
scholars but also the Christian and Jews came together 
for the pursuit of knowledge and scientific discoveries 
–hinting the inclusive and universal approach of the then 

Islamic civilization. However, over the course of the last 
century and inception of the nation-states, it is evident 
that the Islamic nations pursued their individual national 
interests. Whenever they tried to converge their interests 
and entertained the idea of Muslim Ummah or Islamic 
revival, as the global wave of Islamic revivalism of the 
1970s where Islamic legal system has been introduced in 
Pakistan and Islamic Banking started gaining traction in 
the Muslim countries, the dilemma of theory (sharia) and 
its practice clashed and befuddled the whole phenom-
enon. According to scholar Olivier Roy, “The call to funda-
mentalism, centred on the sharia is as old as Islam itself 
and yet still new because it has never been fulfilled. It is a 
tendency that is forever setting the reformer, the censor, 
and tribunal against the corruption of the times and of 
sovereigns, against foreign influence, political opportun-
ism, moral laxity, and the forgetting of sacred texts.” The 
impediment in this metamorphosis is the lack of rational-
ity in the religious intellectual elite and bewilderment of 
culture with the religiosity. The social and political values 
imbibed by the Islam at the time of Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW), like rule of law, equality and dignity for all, uni-
versal brotherhood, and faith-based civilization, were 
fundamental pillars of the social contract and its practical 
manifestation is the Medina Charter. These notions of 
peace, love and inclusivity were carried forward by the 
Muslim caliphs afterwards which was the sole reason 
for the Muslim’s golden age. It was also projected by the 
ideas of Allama Muhammad Iqbal to regain lost glory 
and strength. According to Oliver, the ethnic and tribal 
segmentation, political manoeuvring, personal rivalries 
have not diminished, nor has corruption in politics and 
economics based on speculation, which acts as an im-
pediment in the cohesion of global Muslim identity and 
revival of Ummah. Moreover, there is a need for ijtihad 

(creativity, critical thinking and innovation) among the 
Muslim Ummah. Therefore, the Muslims Ummah should 
refer to Qur’an as a source of their research in all dimen-
sions of knowledge and hold the word of Allah in high 
spirit, transform the ideas presented in the Quran into 
the daily conduct, emancipate themselves intellectually 
especially from superstitions to think critically and crea-
tively and unite the Ummah. Albeit the global supremacy 
of Islamic Civilization for more than two-centuries, legacy 
in the social and natural sciences, and its pluralistic na-
ture, according to a research, the Islamic civilization came 
to an end due to the fragmentation and disunity among 
Ummah, moral decadence, ethnocentrism, and loss of 
dynamism. With the collapse of this gigantic civilization 
in human history, the ummah is yet to recover from social 
and economic malaise and it is possible through paving 
the path of tolerance, holding the moral and public ac-
countability in high esteem, and perfecting the errone-
ous perception of Muslims and Islam in the global arena. 
Returning to the religious fundamentalism was not the 
path Muslims chose when they reached the summit of 
the global supremacy but the universality, brotherhood 
and social justice were the norms adopted by them back 
in the 10th century. Today, the UN declaration of human 
rights borrows the same thought and teaches us the 
same lesson we forgot a millennia ago. All we have to do 
is focus on rationality, and inclusivity to build a virtuous 
state idealized and envisioned by Al-Farabi.

Sylvie’s Love: A classic romantic drama for purists
LONDON

Romantic dramas are often locked into more 
genre tropes than romantic comedies.If it’s not 
a story about a widower finding love again then 
it’s a couple of young people with off-the-charts 
sparkage but is kept apart due to circumstances 
– war, class differences, parents or illness, usually.
They’re separated for a while but then find each 
other again after having lived a bit of their lives, 
and some but not all of these impediments are now 
out of the way.So, with those kind of rigid storytell-
ing structures, the strength of these movies falls 
so heavily to the performances because otherwise 
it’s not just another Nicholas Sparks adaptation, 
probably with a lake setting.Luckily, Sylvie’s Love 
has a pair of charismatic stars whose on-screen 
chemistry may just be enough to make you swoon. 
In Tessa Thompson and Nnamdi Asomugha, you’ll 
find two romantic leads you’re willing to root for – 
and that’s half the battle. In the late-1950s, Sylvie 
(Thompson) is working at her father’s record 
store, though mostly to watch the TV in the shop 
because her mother (Erica Gimpel) won’t allow 
one at home. Glued to Lucille Ball stuffing choco-
lates in her mouth, it’s clear Sylvie loves TV and 
has aspirations to be part of that world.Robert 
(Asomugha) is a gifted saxophonist who plays in 
a jazz quartet but takes a second job at the record 
shop. Sylvie and Robert bond over Sonny Rollins.
Despite their charged chemistry, there are obsta-
cles – so many obstacles! She’s already engaged 
to someone else, they’re not the same “class” (he 
doesn’t even know what a cotillion is!) and his 
band might be going to Paris.Five years later – 

and the film actually starts in 1962 before flashing 
back to when they first meet – a chance encounter 
re-sparks dormant but never disappeared feelings. 
Thompson has time and again proven her screen 
gravitas and while Asomugha’s filmography as 
an actor is less extensive the former NFL player 

more than holds his own.They make a very attrac-
tive couple and writer and director Eugene Ashe 
smartly establishes that chemistry early on. Ashe 
also gives their characters world and passions out-
side of the main romance, which makes them much 
more rounded and relatable.

NASA Discoveries, R&D, Moon to Mars 
Exploration Plans Persevere in 2020

CALIFORNIA
In 2020, NASA made significant progress 

on America’s Moon to Mars exploration 
strategy, met mission objectives for the 
Artemis program, achieved significant sci-
entific advancements to benefit humanity, 
and returned human spaceflight capabili-
ties to the United States, all while agency 
teams acted quickly to assist the national 
COVID-19 response.“NASA has impressed 
the nation with our resilience and persis-
tence during the pandemic,” said NASA 
Administrator Jim Bridenstine. “We made 
history with a U.S. commercial partner, 
made groundbreaking discoveries, ad-
vanced science, furthered aeronautics re-
search and technology development, and 
even joined in the fight against COVID-19. 
We met an incredibly challenging year with 
incredible achievements and established a 
path for continued success.”The space agen-
cy’s aid to the federal pandemic response 
included development of a surface decon-
tamination system, a ventilator developed 
by engineers in just 37 days, and an oxygen 
helmet to treat COVID-19 patients.In 2020, 
astronauts launched from American soil to 
the International Space Station for the first 
time since 2011 and, for the first time ever, 
on an American commercial spacecraft. The 

return of crewed launches to U.S. shores ar-
rived during the 20th year of a continuous 
human presence aboard the space station, 
enabling more critical science to prepare 
for future Artemis missions.NASA advanced 
its plan for a robotic and human return to 
the Moon under the Artemis program, is 
on track for its first two robotic deliveries 
next year, named astronauts to the Artemis 
Team, and identified science priorities and 
activities for the Artemis III mission to land 
the first woman and next man on the lunar 
surface in 2024.Robotic and human explo-
ration go hand-in-hand, with the former 
leading the way to smarter, safer human 
missions. NASA launched its Mars 2020 
Perseverance rover mission to the Red 
Planet in July, and it’s now more than half-
way to its destination. 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Pakistan is prone to natural disasters such 
as floods and landslides caused by heavy 
torrential rains, tropical cyclones, earth-
quakes and so on. Quite notably, every year 
Pakistan experiences heavy damages due to 
floods triggered by heavy monsoon rains 
during the monsoon season. Therefore, 
the Japanese government has been assist-
ing Pakistan proactively, in the enhance-
ment of weather surveillance capacity 
through Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) since the 1980`s, in 
order to mitigate the damage by flood. 
Weather surveillance radars in Islamabad 
and in Karachi have already been put in 
place and a few others are planned to be 
constructed in Multan and in Sukkur, in 
cooperation with Japan. These radars will 
cover almost the whole of Pakistan.In ad-
dition, in 2019 the Japanese government 
through JICA has assisted in establishing 

the “Specialized Medium Range Weather 
Forecasting Center” in order to enhance 
not only the weather surveillance capac-
ity, but also weather forecasting capability 
for Pakistan.An officer from the Pakistan 
Meteorological Department (PMD), men-
tioned that the “Capacity of weather fore-
casting has been enhanced by various 
Japanese assistance. We can now get exact 
positioning information of clouds through 
high-resolution images as compared to pre-
vious weather surveillance system. We can 
also provide advance weather information 
to local communities, identify heavy rain 
areas, and issue early warning to local resi-
dents living downstream of rivers which 
are expected to be flooded. Similarly, ad-
vance weather information can also be 
provided to the Islamabad international 
airport.”A Japanese engineer also said, “I 
am glad that the weather surveillance ra-
dars with the same state-of -the art tech-
nologies as those of Japan are utilized in 

Pakistan.”Weather surveillance radar estab-
lished by Japanese Grant Aid in Islamabad 
(The White building located on the right 
side is old weather surveillance radar, 
also previously assisted by Japan)During 
the monsoon seasonal floods  in 2020, 
the “Specialized Medium Range Weather 
Forecasting Center” coupled with PMD`s 
efforts enabled local residents to safely 
evacuate through the timely issuance 
of early flood warning, disseminated to 
local residents and related stakeholders.  
F i g :  I s l a m a b a d  we a t h e r  ra d a r 
Image (Left:  old weather radar, 
R i g h t :  n e w  w e a t h e r  r a d a r ) 
Meanwhile, a recently occurring new phe-
nomenon called the “urban flooding” which 
has devastated urban centers is being expe-
rienced in and around Karachi City. In this 
regard, the Japanese government through 
JICA continues to support Pakistan to miti-
gate the risks and damages from these ex-
pected natural disasters.

Japanese Contribution towards Risk Reduction against Natural Disasters in Pakistan 

December-23-1948

In Tokyo, Japan, Hideki Tojo,  former 
Japanese premier and chief  of  the 
Kwantung Army,  is  executed along 
with six other top Japanese leaders 
for their war crimes during World 
War II .  Seven of the defendants were 

also found gui lty  of  committ ing crimes 
against humanity,  especially in regard to 
their systematic genocide of the Chinese 
people.On November 12, death sentences 
were imposed on Tojo and the six other 
principals,  such as Iwane Matsui,  who or-
ganized the Rape of Nanking, and Heitaro 
Kimura,  who brutalized All ied prisoners 
of war.  Sixteen others were sentenced to 
life imprisonment,  and the remaining two 
of  the original  25 defendants were sen-
tenced to lesser terms in prison.Unlike the 
Nuremberg trial of German war criminals, 
where there were four chief  prosecutors 
representing Great  Britain ,  France,  the 
United States ,  and the USSR,  the Tokyo 
trial  featured only one chief prosecutor–
American Joseph B. Keenan, a former assis-
tant to the U.S.  attorney general.  However, 
other nations, especially China, contributed 

to the proceedings,  and Australian judge 
William Flood Webb presided. In addition 
to the central Tokyo trial,  various tribunals 

sitting outside Japan judged some 5,000 
Japanese guilty of  war crimes,  of  whom 
more than 900 were executed.

Japanese war criminals hanged in Tokyo

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange int’l 
Magazine and Secretary Information Center of 
Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR)
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Gal Gadot defends her 
casting as Cleopatra

NEWYORK
MGal Gadot has defended her plan to play Cleopatra 
following accusations of whitewashing.Critics say 
an Arab or African actress should play the ancient 
Egyptian queen.“First of all if you want to be true 
to the facts then Cleopatra was Macedonian,” the 
Wonder Woman actress told BBC Arabic’s Sam 
Asi.“We were looking for a Macedonian actress that 
could fit Cleopatra. She wasn’t there, and I was very 
passionate about Cleopatra.” Controversy erupted in 
October after Gadot announced that she would star 
in and co-produce the film. The Guardian’s Hanna 
Flint called it “a backwards step for Hollywood 
representation”, while director Lexi Alexander said 
a black actress should be cast, citing a reconstruc-
tion of Cleopatra’s face.Gadot said: “I have friends 
from across the globe, whether they’re Muslims or 
Christian or Catholic or atheist or Buddhist, or Jewish 
of course... People are people, and with me I want 
to celebrate the legacy of Cleopatra and honour this 
amazing historic icon that I admire so much.”She 
said other people were welcome to make their own 
films. “You know, anybody can make this movie and 
anybody can go ahead and do it. I’m very passionate 
that I’m going to do my own too. Cleopatra, born in 
the ancient Egyptian capital Alexandria, was the last 
ruler in the dynasty founded by Alexander the Great’s 
Macedonian general Ptolemy, whose descendants 
ruled Egypt for 300 years.”VoM

Taylor Swift achieves 
rare U.S. chart double

NEW YORK
Taylor Swift has a new chart record to boast 
about after becoming the first artist to debut 
atop both the U.S. albums and singles count-
down simultaneously twice.The pop superstar’s 
surprise project Evermore hit number one on 
the Billboard 200 on Sunday, and now song 
Willow has debuted in first place on the Hot 
100 - four months after sister album Folklore 
and the track Cardigan achieved the same feat 
in August.Willow is Swift’s seventh Hot 100 
chart-topper, knocking Mariah Carey’s fes-
tive favourite, All I Want for Christmas Is You, 
down to number two. Another holiday classic, 
Brenda Lee’s 1958 tune Rockin’ Around the 
Christmas Tree, sits tight at three, and Jingle 
Bell Rock by the late Bobby Helms climbs to 
four.Rapper 24kGoldn and Iann Dior round 
out the Christmas top five at five with Mood. 
In the U.K., Mariah still reigns supreme, with 
her festive favourite still holding on to the top 
spot. Last week, the pop icon made history by 
topping the U.S. and U.K. charts with All I Want 
for Christmas Is You.VoM

Prince Edward and Countess of 
Wessex share Christmas card

NEW YORK
The Earl and Countess of Wessex are among 
the royals who have sent out their annual 
Christmas card and this year’s photo is abso-
lutely gorgeous.One recipient shared the card 
on Twitter, which features a picture of Prince 
Edward and Sophie during a joint engagement. 
The snap shows the couple laughing as they 
visited Vauxhall City Farm, where they got up 
close and personal with some friendly alpacas 
in October.The Wessexes even appeared to col-
our coordinate during their outing, with Edward 
wearing a blazer, which matched Sophie’s 
olive green trousers from Galvan London.The 
Countess teamed her flared trousers with an 
elegant cream coat from MaxMara and a pur-
ple sweater.The Christmas card was signed 
by the couple and their two teenage children, 
Lady Louise Windsor, 17, and James, Viscount 
Severn, who recently celebrated his 13th birth-
day. The Wessexes are thought to be celebrat-
ing Christmas at their Surrey home, Bagshot 
Park, amid the UK’s coronavirus restrictions.
Traditionally, Edward, Sophie and their children 
would be among the royals to spend the festive 
period at Sandringham with the Queen.VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

Mohammad Rizwan celebrated his el-
evation to the Pakistan Test captaincy 
in style Tuesday, smashing a career-best 
89 to stop New Zealand claiming a series 
sweep in the third Twenty20 in Napier.
Pakistan reached New Zealand’s target of 
174 with two balls to spare, ending on 177 
after Iftikhar Ahmed sealed the win with 
a six in the final over.But it was Rizwan’s 
89 from 59 balls, with support from 41-
run Mohammad Hafeez, that inspired the 
victory.It was a hard-fought win for the 
tourists, who suffered heavy defeats in the 
two opening matches after a rocky prepa-
ration that included Covid-19 quarantine 
in Christchurch with no training.The win 
was particularly sweet for Rizwan, who 
was named on Monday as captain for the 
first Test against New Zealand starting 
December 26 after regular skipper Babar 
Azam was ruled out with a broken thumb.

“I never thought I’d be made the cap-
tain of Pakistan and I can’t explain my 
happiness,” he said after his man-of-
the-match T20 performance.Rizwan 
said the T20 victory was an important 
morale booster ahead of the two-Test 
series against the Black Caps.“We want 
to take momentum from this into the 

Test match, so this is very important for 
us,” he said.After two losses when bat-
ting first, Pakistan changed tactics and 
opted to bowl when they won the toss, 
restricting New Zealand to 173 for seven, 
with Devon Conway top-scoring on 63.
Faheem Ashraf was the pick of the 
Pakistan attack, taking three for 20.

Staff Report
TOKYO

The official cost of the postponed Tokyo 
Olympics has increased by 22 percent, 
the local organizing committee said 
Tuesday in unveiling its new budget.
In an on-line news conference, organ-
izers said the Olympics will now cost 
$15.4 billion to stage. This is up from 
$12.6 billion in last year’s budget.
The added $2.8 billion is the cost of the 
one-year delay. Added expenses come 
from renegotiating contracts and meas-
ures to combat the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Olympics are to open on July 23, 
2021. The Paralympics follow on Aug. 24.
Audits by the Japanese government 
over the last several years, however, 
show the costs are higher than offi-
cially stated and are at least $25 billion.
Tokyo said the Olympics would 
cost about $7.5 billion when the 
IOC awarded the games in 2013. A 
University of Oxford study earlier 
this year said Tokyo is the most ex-
pensive Summer Olympics on record.
Japanese government entities are respon-
sible for all of the costs except for $6.7 bil-
lion in a privately funded operating budget.
“The IOC and TOCOG (Tokyo organ-
izing committee) want the public 
budget to appear as small as possible 
not only to guard against public criti-
cism, but also to not discourage future 
candidate cities,” Franz Waldenberger, 
director of the German Institute for 
Japanese Studies in Tokyo, wrote in a 

recent paper examining Olympic costs.
Waldenberger noted that the Tokyo 
city government and branches of 
the central government use the 
Olympics as “a window of opportu-
nity to obtain additional” funding.
Organizers in October announced cost re-
ductions of $280 million, cutting out frills 
including hospitality offerings. However, 
no cuts have been made to the sports pro-
gram with a full complement of 11,000 
athletes and tens of thousands of officials, 
judges, and sponsors expected to attend.
Decisions about fans and preven-
tive measures for the pandemic are 
expected to be rolled out in 2021.
Japan has controlled COVID-19 better 
than most countries with just over 2,800 
deaths attributed to the virus. But new 
cases have been rising for a month, adding 
to public skepticism about the Olympics.
In a telephone poll of 1,200 published 
this month by Japanese broadcaster NHK

Benchmark index falls 426.82 
points to settle at 42,906.94

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Selling pressure persisted at the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange on Tuesday, which pulled the KSE-100 
index down by 427 points as the emergence of a 
new Covid-19 strain weighed on investors’ sen-
timent.The coronavirus strain, discovered in the 
UK, sent financial and equity markets around the 
world plunging.A dip in global oil prices, as a re-
sult of negative news flow, had a spillover effect 
on the domestic oil sectors and stocks of explora-
tion and production and oil marketing companies 
faced a substantial selloff.Index-heavy automo-
bile, cement, pharmaceutical and financial sectors 
experienced modest selling activity and closed 
in the red.Upbeat current account data, which 
showed a surplus for the fifth consecutive month 
in November, failed to entice market participants 
to turn direction of the market.Earlier, trading 
began with minor ups and downs, however, the 
index climbed during early hours. After midday, 
the market reversed its trend and began marching 
downwards. The decline deepened further later 
in the day, which inflated the losses.At close, the 
benchmark KSE-100 index recorded a decrease 
of 426.82 points, or 0.98%, to settle at 42,906.94 
points.Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated that 

the market opened on a positive note and added 
145 points before collapsing under selling pres-
sure on exploration and production, bank and ce-
ment stocks.International crude oil prices were 
subdued after Monday’s blow and caused selling 
pressure in the exploration and production sector 
at Pakistan bourse.Separately, foreign investors 
had been “spring-cleaning” their stockholding in 
the banking sector, before the close of calendar 
year, which played a significant role in bringing 
the index down as compared to the general no-
tion of rollover week pressure, the report said.JS 
Global analyst Maaz Mulla said the benchmark 
KSE-100 index closed negative again, losing 427 
points at 42,907. “Volatility prevailed in the mar-
ket amid profit-taking due to the rollover week,” 
he said.Traded value inched up 1% to $141 mil-
lion while volumes increased 9% to 562 million 
shares.Major contribution to the total market vol-
ume came from WorldCall Telecom (-0.9%), Invest 
Capital Investment Bank (+4.8%), TRG Pakistan 
(-5.6%), Pakistan Refinery (-7%), Telecard Limited 
(+8.4%), Avanceon (-7.5%), Unity Foods (-3.7%) 
and Azgard Nine (-7.5%).Selling pressure was wit-
nessed in the technology sector where Avanceon 
(-7.5%) and NetSol (-7.5%) hit their respective 
lower locks, while TRG Pakistan (-5.6%) also re-
mained in the red.A same trend was noted in the 
refinery sector where National Refinery (-7.5%), 
Pakistan Refinery (-7%) and Attock Refinery 

(-7.5%) lost ground. “Going forward, we expect 
the market to remain volatile with intraday cor-
rections. We recommend investors to sell on 
strength,” the analyst said.Overall, trading vol-
umes surged to 561.9 million shares compared 
with Monday’s tally of 516.5 million. The value of 
shares traded during the day was Rs22.6 billion.
Shares of 411 companies were traded. At the end 
of the day, 103 stocks closed higher, 289 declined 
and 19 remained unchanged.WorldCall Telecom 
was the volume leader with 70.8 million shares, 
losing Rs0.03 to close at Rs1.14. It was followed by 
Invest Capital Investment Bank with 30.8 million 
shares, gaining Rs0.26 to close at Rs3.36 and TRG 
Pakistan with 23.6 million shares, losing Rs3.88 to 
close at Rs71.83.

Bureau Report
JEDDAH

After the first phase of the White Land Tax (WLT) 
program generated SR1.4 billion ($373 million), 
the Ministry of Housing announced it will push 
ahead with the second phase of the initiative in the 
first quarter of 2021.The Kingdom made the deci-
sion in 2016 to capitalize on undeveloped land in 
urban areas, which makes up 30 percent of those 
areas. A 2.5 percent tax, based on land value, was 
issued to landowners who had purchased plots 
but left them undeveloped.The program aims to 
increase the volume of plots available to develop 
urban areas, offer residential land at reasonable 
prices and provide fair competition while stopping 
land monopolization.Susan Amawi, strategic con-
sulting director at real estate consultancy firm JLL, 
told Arab News that for the Kingdom to achieve 
its Vision 2030 goals it must continue to invest in 
giga-projects that help to develop the real estate 
sector. “The implementation of the second phase 
of the WLT program is expected to be a primary 
contributor to the Kingdom’s Vision, as it will en-
courage developers to speed up the development 

of their lands to avoid paying taxes,” she said.The 
tax program was introduced in four phases. The 
first one imposes an annual fee on undeveloped 
plots with an area of 10,000 square meters or 
more. The second phase imposes tax on developed 
lands owned by a proprietor and where the plot is 
in a housing area exceeding 10,000 square meters.
The third phase covers developed land owned by 
a proprietor in an approved housing area when 
the total area exceeds 5,000 square meters. In the 
final phase, the fee is imposed on developed land 
belonging to a single owner in an urban area and 
where the plot is of a total area exceeding 10,000 
square meters. According to Amawi, introducing 
the second phase is bound to “narrow (the) supply-
demand gap” in the real estate sector, specifically 
middle-class housing areas and land that could 
be used for hotel and retail projects in secondary 
cities.“Employing low-cost solutions, developments 
will raise the profile of the cities and bolster the 
growth of the real estate sector in the Kingdom,” 
she said. One of the reasons why developers leave 
plots idle is high development costs, but Amawi 
advised them to avoid this by adopting innova-

tive, modern construction techniques.“Modern 
construction techniques (MCTs) such as modular 
or prefabricated construction and 3D printing 
are known for their sustainability and consider-
able efficiency in reducing construction cost and 
time,” she said.“Research studies have proven that 
these techniques could save on construction costs 
by an average of 20 percent and on construction 
time by around 20 percent to 50 percent more 
than traditional construction methods,” she said. 
Opportunities to use these technologies are abun-
dant in the Kingdom. 

The White Land Tax will spur development opportunities

Brazil to see 4.4 
pct drop in GDP, 

say analysts
Bureaau Report
RIO DE JANEIRO

Brazil ian f inancial  ana-
lysts slightly upgraded their 
growth forecast for 2020, 
from a 4.41 percent drop 
in gross domestic product 
(GDP) to a 4.4 percent drop, 
the Central Bank of Brazil 
said Monday.According to 
the bank’s weekly survey 
of  100 of  the country ’s 
leading f inancial  groups, 
analysts downgraded the 
GDP growth forecast  for 
2021, from a 3.5 percent 
expansion in GDP to 3.46 
percent .Brazil ’s  economy 
is expected to contract this 
year due to the impact of 
the novel coronavirus pan-
demic, despite seeing a re-
covery in recent months.
Analysts raised their infla-
tion forecast for this year, 
from 4.35 percent to 4.39 
percent ,  the  ninth  con-
secutive weekly increase, 
and for next year,  modi-
fied it  from 3.34 percent 
to 3.37 percent.The bench-
mark interest rate,  which 
is currently at 2 percent 
annual ly,  is  expected to 
increase to 3 percent next 
year.Brazil’s expected trade 
surplus was reduced from 
57.63 bill ion U.S.  dollars 
to 56.15 billion dollars in 
2020, and from 56.5 billion 
dollars to 55.1 billion dol-
lars in 2021. Enditem

Bureau Report
Dubai

Economic activity in the UAE recov-
ered partially in the third quarter, but 
the bounce back remained fragile, ac-
cording to Central Bank of UAE (CBUAE).
In its ‘Quarterly Economic Review, Third 
Quarter 2020’, the CBUAE has projected 
real total GDP growth for the year 2020 
to contract by 6 per cent, higher than 
the earlier forecast of a 5.2 per cent con-
traction for the year. The the real non-
hydrocarbon GDP projected to decline by 
around 5 per cent while the hydrocarbon 
GDP is also projected to shrink. The UAE’s 
oil production fell by 4.1 per cent year on 
year in the second quarter and by 17.7 per 
cent in the third quarter, in line with the 
agreement by OPEC+. For 2021, CBUAE 
foresees real total GDP to grow by 2.5 per 
cent and non-hydrocarbon real GDP by 3.6 
per cent.“Economic projections include 
exceptional uncertainty amidst Covid-19 
repercussions and are thus subject to revi-
sions,” the CBUAE said. The central bank 
expects economic sentiment to improve 
in preparation for the Dubai Expo which 

was postponed to 2021.Better tourism and 
hospitality data in Abu Dhabi in October 
show a recovery of occupancy and revenue, 
the best performance achieved since March 
2020, and the improvement is expected 
to continue further.CBUAE observed that 
during the third quarter f 2020, economic 
activity in the UAE recovered partially, 
after the waiver of lockdowns in the coun-
try and the resumption of international 
travel. This benefited the UAE, given its 

role as a regional trade, transportation 
and travel hub. Manufacturing produc-
tion was also boosted as the supply chain 
resumed from the disruptions seen in in 
the second quarter.The apex bank noted 
that the third quarter economic recovery 
was not as robust as expected, in addition 
to the weaker than initially expected fis-
cal spending growth and second wave of 
COVID-19 globally. As a result, real GDP 
growth projection for the year 2020 was 
revised downward to around -6 per cent. 
Consumer price inflation remained nega-
tive for the third quarter at –2.4 per cent 
year on year. Decline in rents and in the 
price of fuel and recreation and culture 
with overall subdued domestic demand 
kept overall prices low.Real estate prices 
continued to decline, while the dirham de-
preciated, in both, nominal and real terms 
in line with the weakening of the US dol-
lar. The latest central bank data showed 
the net operating fiscal balance recorded 
a surplus at Dh4.2 billion, despite fiscal 
revenues declining by 41.3 per cent year 
on year Dh85.1 billion, while expenditures 
declined by 14.4 per cent to Dh80.9 billion.

UAE Central Bank projects real GDP to contract by 6% in 2020

Bureau Report
HONG KONG

In a year dominated by the coronavirus off the course and 
world No. 1 Dustin Johnson on it, here are some of golf ’s talk-
ing points of 2020:After Bryson DeChambeau, bulked up by 
protein shakes and weightlifting during lockdown, blasted 350 
yard-plus drives to dismantle the feared Winged Foot and win 
the US Open in September, concerns turned to what he might do 
to Augusta National at the virus-delayed Masters in November.
But the traditionalists needn’t have worried.Despite 
DeChambeau’s pre-tournament claims that he would play 
Augusta’s par-72 layout as a “par 67,” he only squeezed through 
to the weekend right on the cut line after rounds of 70 and 74, 
including a triple-bogey seven on the Friday after a lost ball.
DeChambeau ended up playing his final round alongside two-
time Masters champion Bernhard Langer who, at the age of 
63, humbled the big-hitter 36 years his junior by two strokes 
on the day, and one stroke for the week.DeChambeau hasn’t 
been seen on a course since.If DeChambeau thought he was 
having a bad week at Augusta, spare a thought for defending 
champion Tiger Woods.The 15-time major-winner carded a 
septuple bogey 10 at the short par-three 12th in the final round 
after dunking his ball in Rae’s Creek three times.Playing partner 
and Open champion Shane Lowry, enjoying a round with his 
childhood hero for the first time, could hardly believe what was 
unfolding.“To watch him do that was a bit like, ‘Oh my God’,” 
confessed Lowry.Woods then went on a tear, rattling in birdies 
at five of the remaining six holes. “He basically hit every shot 
stiff. It was incredible to watch him.” said the Iishman.Quite a 
few more “Oh my God” moments.The stop-start year did Rickie 
Fowler no favors.One of golf’s “Mr. Nice Guys,” the American this 
month dropped out of world’s top 50 for the first time since his 
rookie season in 2009.Fowler failed to register a top-10 after 
the June resumption, but nothing summed up his abject year 
more than a tiny putt on the sixth hole of his second round of 
the US PGA Championship in August.

Selling pressure drags KSE-100 down

Official cost for postponed Tokyo Olympics up by 22% to $15.4 billion

Bryson’s seven and Tiger’s 10: 
Golf talking points of 2020

I never thought I’d be made the captain of Pakistan: Rizwan



www.theasiantelegraph.net

Printed at Rouhani Art Press, Published by Amna Malik for Melange Media Group from office # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

Wednesday , December 23, 2020

The Asian Telegraph

Bureau Report
LONDON 

Stocks rebounded on Tuesday, with Wash-
ington’s approval of an $892 billion pan-
demic relief package helping them recover 
some of the losses caused by fears over a 
highly infectious new strain of COVID-19. 
The Euro STOXX 600 added 0.8%, its big-
gest one-day jump in over five weeks in 
sight. German and French indexes added 
1% and 0.8% respectively. London’s blue 
chips turned positive, too, recovering early 
losses even as Britain adjusts to strict lock-
downs imposed to curb the spread of the 
new strain of coronavirus. Wall Street fu-
tures also edged into the black. Fuelling the 
optimism, in part, was the U.S. Congress’s 
approval on Monday of a coronavirus aid 
package after months of inaction. The first 
such aid since April came as the pandemic 
accelerated in the United States, infecting 
more than 214,000 people every day and 
slowing the economic recovery.The bill 
includes $600 payments to most Ameri-
cans and additional payments to millions 
of people thrown out of work during the 
pandemic. Market players also took stock 
of the damage from a new COVID-19 vari-
ant, with investors betting that vaccines 
would still be effective against the new 
strain. On Monday, countries across the 

world shut their borders to Britain because 
of fears over the new strain, snarling one of 
Europe’s most important trade routes just 
days before Britain is set to leave the Eu-
ropean Union. The discovery, just months 
before vaccines are expected to be widely 
available, brought back fears over the eco-
nomic impact of new lockdowns to counter 
the virus, which has killed about 1.7 mil-
lion people worldwide. European shares 
had slumped 2.3%, their biggest one-day 
loss in nearly two months, in response. The 
new strain “is a bump in the road, but that 
road is still leading to a much stronger re-
covery in the second half of next year,” said 
Hugh Gimber, global market strategist at J.P. 
Morgan Asset Management. “Markets are 
a lot calmer today because of confidence 
that there is a big build up of pent-up de-
mand and a return to much stronger levels 
of activity in the second half of next year.” 
The MSCI world equity index, which tracks 

shares in 49 countries, was flat. Earlier, 
MSCI’s gauge of Asia-Pacific stocks outside 
Japan had sunk 0.8%. The stimulus news 
helped prop up the dollar index, which 
was still on course for a third consecutive 
quarterly loss after dropping some 12.5% 
from a March peak. The index, which mea-
sures the dollar against a basket of six ma-
jor currencies, was last up 0.1% at 90.232, 
still below its Monday top of 90.978. ING 
analysts said the U.S. relief package “won’t 
be able to fully offset the effects of people 
staying at home as many businesses face 
tighter restrictions or are even forced to 
close.” In Britain, sterling slipped 0.5% after 
tumbling as much as 2.5% versus the dollar 
on Monday to a 10-day low amid the twin 
fears over COVID and Brexit. European 
Commission President Ursula von der Ley-
en and British Prime Minister Boris John-
son spoke on disagreements over fisheries 
that are barring a new trade deal, sources 
said. Analysts remained pessimistic on the 
pound’s prospects, even after reports of 
progress in Brexit trade talks. MUFG said 
in a note to clients it expected London 
and Brussels would strike a last-minute 
deal, but added: “Even if a trade deal is 
reached, upside potential for the pound 
will now be dampened by recent negative 
COVID developments in the UK.” Reuters

The Middle East and Arab partners 
must work toward a return to 

‘meaningful’ negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians

NEW YORK
In his final briefing as the UN’s special 
coordinator for the Middle East peace 
process, Nickolay Mladenov’s words 
vividly encapsulated the epic tragedies 
that have unfolded during decades of 
struggle. “Israelis and Palestinians, 
Jews and Arabs have lived with conflict 
for too long,” the envoy told the UN Se-
curity Council on Monday. “Loss and 
displacement are part of the personal 
history of every single household.” The 
harsh realities the Palestinian people 
face have been exacerbated of late by 
a severe, $88 million gap in funding 
for the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA). This raised fears that the 
agency might have to suspend the life-
saving services it provides to refugees 
across the region, including health care 
and education. The organization has 
been scrambling for funds since US 
President Donald Trump announced 
in August 2018 that his administra-
tion had “stopped massive amounts of 
money that we were paying to the Pal-

estinians.” The move reversed a policy 
adopted for the past 70 years by every 
US president, Republican and Demo-
crat, at the heart of which lies the fun-
damental American value of helping the 
world’s most vulnerable peoples. “The 
agency is not only a lifeline for millions 
of Palestine refugees, and fully engaged 
in the fight against COVID-19, but it is 
also critical for regional stability,” Mlad-
enov told the Security Council. He re-
newed his appeal for proper funding of 
UNRWA, highlighting the alarming fact 
that 2.45 million Palestinians, about 47 
percent of the population, are in need of 
aid simply to survive. The money would 
help to pay for the secular education of 
half a million Palestinian children, in ad-
dition to vaccinations and health clinics 
that care for more than three million 
stateless refugees who have nowhere 
else to turn for help. Some donors, such 
as Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Canada, 

have stepped in with increased contri-
butions to offset part of what the US 
has cut, but not enough to remove the 
risk that UNRWA might have to reduce 
the services it provides. Mladenov’s 
briefing covered developments during 
the period Nov. 21 to Dec. 10, during 
which violence continued. In particu-
lar, he highlighted ongoing incidents of 
Palestinian children being killed at the 
hands of Israeli security forces. “I am 
appalled that children continue to be 
victims — with a particularly troubling 
series of incidents over the past month 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories,” 
he said. “Children should not be the tar-
get of violence or put in harm’s way.” 
He urged both Israeli and Palestinian 
authorities to carry out “impartial and 
prompt” investigations into all allega-
tions of excessive use of force. He reiter-
ated that “security forces must exercise 
maximum restraint and may use lethal 
force only when strictly unavoidable in 
order to protect life.” UN watchdogs and 
civil-society organizations have docu-
mented 155 cases since 2013 of Pales-
tinian children killed by Israeli soldiers 
using live ammunition or crowd-control 
weapons. In only three of the cases were 
criminal charges filed, and they were 
later dropped in one of them. Reuters

Pakistan issues visas to 47 Indian 
Hindu pilgrims intending to visit 

Katas Raj, Shandani Darba
ISLAMABAD 

Minister for Human Rights Dr Shireen Mazari 
has demanded United Nations to probe the 
extrajudicial killings of 11 Pakistani Hindus 
by India and ensure payment of reparations 
to families of the deceased. In a letter written 
to UN High Commissioner, she said the extra-
judicial executions by Indian security forces in 
Manipur, have not been fully investigated, and 
the state of India has failed to fulfil its obliga-
tion to carry out a prompt, thorough and ef-
fective investigation which is  a clear breach 
to the Vienna Convention. The Minister in 
the letter demanded the constitution of an 
investigation team, under the auspices of the 
UN and urged India to allow the team for con-
ducting a free, fair and impartial investigation 
into the matter and handing over of the dead 
bodies of deceased to family members. The 
letter said India should respect international 
human rights law by ending impunity for the 
conduct of officials involved in gross human 
rights violations. It may be recalled that in Au-
gust 2020, 11 Pakistan Hindus were executed 
extra judicially in Jodhpur District, of Indian 

state of Rajasthan.Pakistan High Commission 
in New Delhi has issued visas to two groups 
of Indian Hindu Yatrees in December 2020 for 
visit to their revered sites in Pakistan. Yester-
day, a group of 47 Indian Hindu Yatrees has 
been issued visas. They would visit Shree Ka-
tas Raj Temples, also known as Qila Katas or 
complex of Katas Temples in Chakwal district 
of Punjab, Pakistan from 23-29 December 
2020. The Katas Raj temples surround a sa-
cred pond to Hindu devotees. Another group 
of 44 Indian Hindu Yatrees returned yesterday 
from Pakistan where they participated in the 
312th Birth Anniversary celebrations of Shiv 
Avtari Satguru Sant Shadaram Sahib, at Suk-
kur, Sindh from 15-21 December 2020. More 
than three centuries old temple, Shadani Dar-
bar, is a holy place for devotees from across 
the world. The temple was founded in 1786 
by Sant Shadaram Sahib, who was born in La-
hore in 1708. Thousands of Indian Sikh and 
Hindu pilgrims visit Pakistan under the bilat-
eral Protocol on Visits to Religious Shrines of 
1974, to observe several religious festivals/
occasions every year. The visas issued from 
New Delhi are in addition to the visas grant-
ed to Sikh and Hindu pilgrims participating 
in these events from other countries.  APP

BRI a demonstration process and bring 
more benefits to two people

BEIJING 
China on Tuesday said that the completion of Sukkur-Mul-
tan Motorway epitomised the ongoing success of China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) development against 
Covid-19 impact. “The completion of this project epito-
mises the ongoing success of CPEC development against 
Covid-19 impact,” Chinese Foreign Ministry’s Spokesper-
son, Wang Wenbin said during his briefing in response to 
handing over of Sukkur-Multan Motorway by the Chinese 
constructor to the authorities in Pakistan . The spokes-
person said, “I noted this good news. Peshawar-Karachi 
motorway is an early harvest and also the largest trans-
portation infrastructure project under CPEC. Now, the 
Sukkur-Multan part of this motorway has been completed 
and handed over to Pakistan.” He said that the project had 
reduced the transport time from 11 hours to four hours 
while over 29,000 jobs were created during its construc-
tion.  Wang Wenbin remarked that this motorway passed 
through the cash crop producing areas in Pakistan which 
would boost the economic development of areas along 
the route. “China also built some public welfare projects 
including schools, bridges, water channels and wells etc,” 
he added. He said that the Chinese side would continue to 
work with Pakistan to further focus on projects in liveli-
hood, industry and agriculture to build the Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI) a demonstration process and bring more 
benefits to two people. The 392-km Sukkur-Multan motor-
way, also known as M5 in Pakistan, is a part of the country’s 
Peshawar-Karachi Motorway and was designed for speeds 
of up to 120 kmh with a total investment of around US$ 
2.89 billion, according to project’s constructor China State 
Construction Engineering Corporation. The motorway 
was open to traffic in November last year and has greatly 
improved traffic conditions and helped drive economic de-
velopment in central Pakistan. According to the construc-
tor, some 29,000 jobs were created for the locals in the peak 
time of construction and the operation of the motorway will 
be all done by the Pakistani side. The Chinese constructor 
also built schools, roads, bridges, wells and water channels 
for the locals to make their lives more convenient. Xinhua

Pakistan is cognizant with 
its security, sovereignty 

exigencies: Shehryar Afridi

Interior Minister urges 
UAE for early end to 
visa restrictions on 
Pakistani citizens 

ISLAMABAD
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on 
Overseas Pakistanis Zulfi Bukhari says all 
out efforts are being made to maximize 
the benefits of EOBI for workers who are 
registered under it. Addressing a press 
briefing in Islamabad today (Tuesday), he 
said through digitalization a proper crack-
down will be initiated for those employers 
who don’t register their workers. The Spe-
cial Assistant said he is trying to increase 
EOBI pension by raising the government’s 
contribution and proper utilization of its 
resources. While talking about Workers 
Welfare Fund, he said the government as 
par decision of Council of Common Inter-
est is trying to devolve it to provinces. 
He said a proper mechanism in this re-
gard is being devised so all provinces can 
get benefits of it. He said the government 
took effective measure to put the econo-
my back on track, consequently, Pakistan 
economy witnessed remarkable improve-
ment in fiscal and current account defi-
cits, 17 percent increase in tax collection 
and successfully met performance crite-
ria of International Monetary Fund. VoM

Indian regime is pushing its ex-
pansionist agenda to materialize 

the evil plan of “greater India” and 
“Ghar wapsi” agenda of the RSS

ISLAMABAD
Chairman Kashmir Committee Shehryar 
Khan Afridi has said the whole nation 
including the all  political parties are 
united on the matter of Kashmir and 
Pakistan will never compromise on its 
security and sovereignty. Talking to PTV, 
he said India is badly exposed before the 
world through its fascist policies and 
adopted brutality against the minorities. 
He said India has always attempted to 
isolate Pakistan but failed in its objectives 
and is considered as a big threat to the 
world peace.He said Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has highlighted Indian atrocities 
and fascist policies at every national and 
international forum in effective manners. 
C h a i r m a n  K a s h m i r  C o m m i t te e  s a i d 
Indian regime is pushing its expansionist 
agenda to materialize the evil plan of 
“greater India” and “Ghar wapsi” agenda 
of  the RSS is  being implemented by 
forcefully converting Indian minorities 
from different ethnic groups including 
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs and Dalits to 
Hinduism. Replying to a question, he said 
India would not succeeding suppressing 
the freedom struggle of the people of 
occupied valley through its atrocities. 
He said it is responsibility of the United 
Nations to implement its resolutions to 
resolve Kashmir issue.  Indian troops 
are habitual of violating international 
laws and deliberately target innocent 
civilians across the border. The western 
powers have folded a blind eye towards 
Indian state terrorism. It is high time 
for Pakistan to take aggressive action 
against  Indian  bruta l i t ies  in  I IOJK . 
The observer groups have a mandate 
to observe the actual situation at LoC. 
Unfortunately,  the United Nations has 
failed to pressurize India to stop ceasefire 
violations at LoC. India can commit any 
misadventure against Pakistan to divert 
attention of the world from its internal 
crises. The United States’ tilt towards 
India is further escalating tension in the 
region. VoM

UNITED NATIONS      
Three United Nations human rights experts have 
called on India to “immediately” stop its intimi-
dation and a series of reprisals against Amnesty 
International (AI) in response to the organiza-
tion’s work in exposing human rights violations 
in India, especially in occupied Kashmir and 
during the February anti-Muslim riots in Delhi. 
London-based Amnesty International, a human 
rights organization, halted operations in India in 
September after its bank accounts were frozen 
and its executives interrogated by Indian finan-
cial authorities, in what AI called was a two-year 
campaign of harassment. In a second joint letter 
sent to India from Geneva, the UN experts re-
counted the systematic harassment being inflict-
ed by the Hindu nationalist government of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, pointing out the “illegal 
freezing” of the bank accounts under the the For-
eign Contribution Regulation (FCRA) law, which 
is incompatible with international human rights 
standards. The respective retributive actions 
“are a strong indication that the Indian Govern-
ment has tried to intimidate, muzzle and punish 

the Non-governmental Organization (NGO) for 
its reporting on and advocacy against human 
rights violations in the country”. The State-sanc-
tioned smear campaign against Amnesty, evident 
from media leakage of a dossier on AI by Indian 
investigative agencies, was a deliberate attempt 
to tarnish the reputation, the experts said, and 
called for unfreeze the organization’s bank ac-
counts. The joint letter was sent by the experts, 
also known as UN Special Procedures or Rap-
porteurs, to India on 21 October 2020, and made 
public on Monday after India did not respond to 
it within the given deadline of 60 days. India has 
adopted a policy of ignoring UN rights experts’ 
letters in what diplomats called was a” deliber-
ate defiance of its human rights obligations.” In 
October, the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights have already publicly voiced her seri-
ous dismay over the tightening of space for hu-
man rights organizations in India and appealed 
to New Delhi to safeguard the rights of human 
rights defenders, and their ability to carry out 
their crucial work. The signatories of the letter 
include prominent experts such as Ms. Irene 

Khan, Special Rapporteur on freedom of opin-
ion and expression; Clement Nyaletsossi Voule, 
Special Rapporteur on peaceful assembly and of 
association; and Ms. Mary Lawlor, Special Rap-
porteur on human rights defenders. In Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir(IIOJ&K), 
political activists and human rights defenders 
have called upon the international community 
to pay heed to the sufferings of the Kashmiri 
people at the hands of brutal Indian occupation-
al forces. In their media interviews, the activists 
on condition of anonymity due to fear of repri-
sal from Modi-led fascist Indian government, 
said the global rights bodies have been docu-
menting abuses committed by Indian troops in 
the illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir. The 
activists while denouncing the arrests of APHC 
leadership, said India is an established human 
rights violator and is trampling the Kashmiris’ 
rights with impunity. They said victimization of 
minorities based on their ethnicity and religious 
identity has exposed India’s so-called secular 
face, and time has come to hold New Delhi re-
sponsible for its crimes against humanity. VoM

UN urges India to stop reprisals against AI exposing 
HR violations in IIOJ&K  

Modi regime is trampling the Kashmiris’ rights with impunity

UN peace envoy issues stark warning about plight of 
Palestinian people

HR Ministry demands UN to probe extrajudicial 
killings of 11 Pakistani Hindus by India

Sukkur-Multan Motorway further consolidates 
triumph of CPEC: China

  Inclusive efforts are being 
made to maximize the benefits 

of EOBI: Zulfi Bukhari

Interior Minister hints Senate 
elections in between 12th Febru-

ary to 12th March
ISLAMABAD

Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed has 
called for early end to the visa restrictions on 
Pakistani citizens for the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE). Talking to UAE Ambassador Ha-
mad Obaid Ibrahim Al Zaabi in Islamabad on 
Tuesday, he said Pakistan and the United Arab 
Emirates have long-standing ties. The Minis-
ter said 1.5 million Pakistani workers in the 
UAE are valuable asset, and they send foreign 
exchange reserves worth about five billion 
dollars to Pakistan annually. He said the UAE 
government s cooperation will be required for 
extradition of the Pakistanis imprisoned in the 
UAE. Pak-UAE fraternal bilateral ties are em-
boldened by the ideological assimilations, cou-
pled with political and economic partnerships. 
Pakistan was the first country to recognize the 
establishment of federation of sever Emirates 
in 1971 and currently UAE is Pakistan’s largest 
trading partner in the Middle East. Likewise, 
approximately 1.5 million Pakistani are coop-
erating in the prosperity of UAE and those ex-
pats contributes around $4.5 Billion annually 
to the GDP. He said efforts will be continued for 
promotion of bilateral ties. Recalling that Paki-
stan was among the first countries to establish 
diplomatic relations with the UAE, Minster 
said the two friendly peoples and countries 
shared strong historical ties that “enhance 
prospects of their broad cooperation across 
all fieldsThe UAE Ambassador said the visa 
restriction on Pakistani citizens is temporary. 
He said talks are underway, and hopefully, is-
suance of visas will soon resume.He said the 
Pakistani community has an exemplary role in 
development of the UAE, and their wellbeing 
is among our priorities.  Minister for Interior 
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed has said the Senate elec-
tions could be held in between 12th February 
to 12th March.Talking to a private news chan-
nel, he said the government has decided to go 
to the Supreme Court to hold open ballot elec-
tion in the Senate. The Minister said the Paki-
stan People’s Party had requested the Election 
Commission of Pakistan to hold bye elections 
on vacant seats. The Minister said the Prime 
Minister wants to hold accountable those who 
looted the national wealth ruthlessly. VoM

Stocks recover as U.S. stimulus offsets angst over new 
coronavirus strain




