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A rally in shares on the stock 
market, the appreciation of the 

rupee, and strong growth in 
industrial sectors point towards 
a positive economic sentiment in 

the country

Minister for Industries & 
Production

Hammad Azhar

Any scheme to sabotage China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor won’t succeed: China

G20 Summit to discuss post-COVID 
world: EU leaders

The Asian Telegraph

Decision about closing of 
educational inst. in Sindh to 
be taken after consultation 

with health dept: Ghani
ISLAMABAD

S indh Educat ion  Mi nis-
ter  S ae ed Ghani  says  the 
dec is ion  to  c lose  or  n ot 
to  c lose  educat i onal  in -
st i tut ions  i n  the  prov-
inc e  would  be  taken a f ter 
c onsul tat ion  wi th  heal th 
depa rtme nt  and a  meet -
ing  of  Fe deral  and Provi n -
c ia l  Educ at i on  min i sters 
sc hedule d  on  Monday.  He 
wa s  c hair ing  a  meet in g  of 
the  S tee r ing  Commi ttee  of 
Educ at ion  Departmen t  in 
Karac hi  today  (Saturday) , 
in  whic h  a l l  s takeholders 
we re  c onsul ted  on  the  sug-
g est ions  made by  the  Fed-
era l  g overnment .   Saeed 
Gha ni  sa id  the  number  of 
COVID-19 pat i en ts  i s  def i -
n i te ly  increas in g  across 
the  c ountry,  but  SOPs  i n 
Educ at ional  in st i tut i ons 
are  a lso  bei ng  s tr i c t ly  en-
forc e d  and t ighten ed .  VoM

Britain and Canada sign post-Brexit rollover trade deal
Staff Reporter

LONDON/TORONTO 
Britain and Canada struck a rollo-

ver trade deal on Saturday to pro-
tect the flow of $27 billion-worth 
of goods and services between 
them after Brexit, and vowed to 
start talks on a bespoke agreement 
next year. As Britain prepares to end 
its transition out of the European 
Union on Dec. 31, it has negotiated 
multiple rollover bilateral deals to 
maintain trade, with many simply 
replacing the terms the bloc had al-
ready agreed. British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson joined Canada’s Justin 
Trudeau and their respective trade 
ministers on an online call to mark 
the deal, which paves the way for 
a tailor-made agreement covering 
more areas such as digital trade, 
small businesses, the environment 
and women’s economic empower-
ment. “Today’s agreement underpins 
20 billion pounds worth of trade 
and locks in certainty for thousands 
of jobs,” Liz Truss, the UK’s inter-
national trade secretary, said in a 
statement. Her Canadian counter-
part Mary Ng said the transitional 

agreement “largely replicates” the 
EU deal on tariff reductions and pro-
visions for labour and environment. 
“We do want an ambitious, high 
level comprehensive trade agree-
ment with the UK,” Ng said, signal-
ling Canada wanted similar terms 
to the EU deal. Britain is Canada’s 
fifth largest trading partner after 
the United States, China, Mexico and 
Japan. Johnson is trying to shape a 
new “global Britain” that can strike 
out alone and negotiate better trade 
agreements than the EU as part of 

what he says is the benefits of its 
historic decision to leave the world’s 
biggest trading bloc. In less than two 
years it has agreed trade deals with 
53 countries, accounting for 164 
billion pounds ($217.82 billion) of 
British bilateral trade. Johnson’s 
critics point out that many are 
largely the same as the EU deals. 
The UK-Canada Trade Continuity 
Agreement will be subject to final 
legal checks before it is formally 
signed. “This is a good moment,” 
Trudeau said. Reuters

BEIJING 
China has reaffirmed its sup-

port to Pakistan in fighting ter-
rorist forces and stressed that any 
scheme to sabotage the building of 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) flagship project linking the 
two countries will not succeed. “I 
have already made my response to 
this issue. No attempt to sabotage 
the CPEC will succeed,” Zhao Lijian 
made these remarks during his 
briefing while answering a ques-
tion about the Foreign Minister and 
Director General, ISPR joint brief-
ing wherein they accused India of 
supporting terrorist forces and sab-
otaging CPEC. He said that China 
opposes all forms of terrorism and 
also opposes double standard on 
counter terrorism. “China calls 

on the international community, 
the regional countries in particu-
lar to carry out counter terrorism 
cooperation and safeguard col-
lective security,” he added. While 
commending Pakistan on its posi-
tive contribution to global coun-
ter terrorism cause, he said that 
the Chinese side firmly supports 
Pakistan’s efforts in countering 
terrorism, safeguarding its coun-
try and regional peace and security. 
He reiterated that the CPEC is an 
important and pioneering project 
of the Belt and Road Initiative 
and it is not only important for 
common development of the two 
countries but also for regional con-
nectivity and prosperity. “We are 
confident that with support of the 
international community, China 
and Pakistan can work together to 
ensure the success of the CPEC,”he 
said. Recently Pakistan shared a 
dossier with the international com-
munity which has incriminating ev-
idence of India harboring, training 
and financing terrorist networks 
that not only seek to destabilize 
Pakistan but also the disruption of 
the CPEC. Xinhua

Pakistan categorically 
rejects Modi’s ‘groundless’ 

allegations
Pakistan strongly condemns 
rocket attacks at Kabul city

Islamabad
Pakistan has categorically rejected as “ground-
less” the allegations levelled against Islamabad 
by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In a 
statement, the Foreign Office Spokesperson, Za-
hid Hafeez Chaudhri called it a desperate attempt 
to divert the international attention from Indian 
state terrorism in Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir and state sponsored terrorism against 
Pakistan. The Spokesperson said it is evident that 
India has stepped up anti-Pakistan propaganda, 
following presentation of the dossier by Pakistan 
providing irrefutable evidence of India’s state-
sponsorship of terrorism. He said the dossier 
has extensively documented India’s active plan-
ning, promoting, aiding, abetting, financing and 
execution of terrorist activities against Pakistan. 
Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri remarked that bland de-
nials and regurgitation of old litany of charges by 
the Indian side will not change facts. Raising the 
‘bogey’ of so-called ‘cross-border terrorism’ time 
and again does not lend any credibility to India’s 
false narrative. He said Pakistan has consistently 
sensitized the international community about the 
possibility of India resorting yet again to a false 
flag operation, and it again forewarned the world. 
He said the use of terrorism as an instrument of 
state policy by India has made it guilty under in-
ternational law, United Nations sanctions regime, 
and international counter-terrorism conventions. 
Pakistan on Saturday strongly condemned today’s 
rocket attacks at Kabul city which resulted in loss 
of precious lives and injuries to many. “We convey 
our heartfelt condolences to the families of all 
those who lost their lives and pray for the early 
and complete recovery of the injured,” the Foreign 
Office spokesperson said in a statement. He said 
at a time when international community’s efforts 
towards Afghan peace process were moving for-
ward. VoM

Trump’s campaign has not been 
able to provide any evidence for 

widespread and coordinated elec-
toral fraud

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump, battered by back-to-back setbacks 
in his desperate bid to overturn the US presidential election, 
persisted with claims of massive voter fraud on Saturday, two 
weeks after Democrat Joe Biden was declared president-elect. 
Trump, a Republican, has refused to concede Biden won and 
is seeking to invalidate or change the results through lawsuits 
and recounts in several battleground states. His campaign has 
not been able to provide any evidence for its claims of wide-
spread and coordinated electoral fraud, however. His efforts, 
which critics call an unprecedented push by a sitting president 
to subvert the will of voters, has so far met with little success 
in the courtroom or on the ground. Georgia Secretary of State 
Brad Raffensperger on Friday announced that a manual recount 
and audit of all ballots cast had confirmed Biden as the winner 
in the southern state. He is the first Democratic presidential 
candidate to win Georgia in nearly three decades. Two lead-
ing Republican lawmakers from Michigan delivered another 
blow on Friday when they said after a meeting with Trump 
that they had no information that would change the outcome of 
the election in the state. “(As) legislative leaders, we will follow 
the law and follow the normal process regarding Michigan’s 
electors,” Michigan Senate Majority Leader Mike Shirkey and 
House of Representatives Speaker Lee Chatfield said in a joint 
statement. On Saturday, Trump said the media were misread-

ing the statement, in which the pair also said they have faith 
in a review of Michigan’s election process being conducted by 
state lawmakers. “Massive voter fraud will be shown!” Trump 
wrote on Twitter. With the vote certified in Georgia, the Trump 
campaign now has two business days to request a recount 
there. Trump’s legal team has already said it plans a lawsuit 
in the state, but has not provided specifics. After a series of 
court defeats, the Trump campaign’s new tactic is to convince 
Republican-controlled legislatures in battleground states won 
by Biden to set aside the results and declare Trump the winner, 
according to three people familiar with the plan. The long-shot 
effort is focused on Michigan and Pennsylvania for now, but 
even if both those states flipped Trump would need to overturn 
the vote in another state to vault ahead of Biden in the Electoral 
College. APP

Battered by setbacks in push to reverse Biden win, 
Trump persists with fraud claims

The EU leaders rec-
ognized the urgency of 

addressing COVID-19 as 
well as climate change

DUBAI
The G20 Summit in Riyadh on 

Nov. 21-22 will discuss what a post-
COVID-19 world will look like, EU 
leaders said in a briefing. The summit 
“could mark a new beginning for global 
cooperation,” said Ursula von der 
Leyen, head of the EU Commission. EU 
Council President Charles Michel said 
the summit will chart “what we want 
(the world) to look like” after the pan-
demic. Both leaders recognized the ur-
gency of addressing COVID-19 as well 
as climate change, and Von der Leyen 
called for continuous investment in 
developing and distributing vaccines 
against the virus. She discussed up-
dates on COVAX, a global initiative to 
ensure swift and equitable distribution. 
“Pledges of $1.8 billion have recently 

been made for vaccine procurement 
through COVAX, for low- and middle-
income countries, but more will be 
needed. The estimates are around $5 
billion,” she said, adding that funds 
are also needed for testing and treat-
ment. “The total needs are estimated 
to be $38 billion, of which $4 billion 
have been made available so far,” she 
said. Von der Leyen said she and other 
international figures have written to 
the G20 leaders asking for support to 
mobilize the necessary funds. She dis-
cussed future preparedness and the 
importance for countries to draw les-
sons from the pandemic. Michel said 
an international treaty on pandemics 
“would help prevent” future ones “and 
help us respond more quickly and in a 

more coordinated manner.” The World 
Health Organization “must remain the 
cornerstone of global coordination 
against health emergencies, and a 
treaty on pandemics could implement 
its efforts,” he added.Although public 
health seemed to be of prime impor-
tance, both EU leaders agreed that 
there are other issues the G20 leaders 
need to discuss at the summit. Von der 
Leyen said it is important to “maintain 
economic support measures” as the 
world recovers from the pandemic. 
“Our collective recovery must be sus-
tainable and inclusive,” she added. 
Climate change will also be a major 
topic, both leaders said. “At the sum-
mit, I’ll urge G20 partners to commit 
to the full and effective implementation 
of the Paris Agreement,” Von der Leyen 
said. Michel said: “Our focus this year 
is clearly on fighting the pandemic, 
but the threats of climate change are 
no less urgent today than yesterday.” 
Both leaders expressed hope that the 
summit will bear actionable plans to 
address COVID-19 and other global is-
sues. Reuters

KABUL 
Prime Minister Imran Khan says 
the alliance of opposition parties 
is defying court orders and hold-
ing a public meeting in Peshawar 
when Coronavirus cases are ris-
ing dramatically.  In a tweet today 
(Saturday), he said these parties 
had wanted a strict lockdown but 
now they are playing reckless poli-
tics with people’s safety. In another 
tweet, Prime Minister Imran Khan 
said Shaukat Khanum Memorial 
Cancer Hospital Karachi will be the 
biggest cancer hospital in the coun-
try. He said it will be  equipped 
with latest equipment. Sharing the 
pictures of the site, the Prime Min-
ister expressed his happiness over 
the start of construction work on 
the hospital. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, while expressing satisfaction 
over the economic stabilization in 
the country, has said that benefit 
of improvement in economy must 

reach the common man at earli-
est. Presiding over a meeting in 
Islamabad to review the country’s 
economic situation, he said Paki-
stan’s economy is growing fast in 
the region. The Prime Minister 
lauded the economic team for its 
efforts regarding economic disci-
pline and better debt management. 
He said the government’s strategy 
to tackle the COVID-19 situation 
was hailed at international level. 
The Prime Minister described the 
positive trends depicted in the 
country’s Large Scale Manufactur-
ing sector as a good omen for the 
economy. The meeting also dis-
cussed in detail the possible effects 
of the second wave of Coronavirus 
on the country’s economy as well 
as the protection of poor segments 
of the society through Kafalat Pro-
gramme. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan Saturday expressed satisfac-

tion as construction work on Kara-
chi’s Shaukat Khanum cancer hos-
pital started, in what he said would 
be the country’s biggest ever facil-
ity. “I have this great feeling watch-
ing construction start on (Shaukat 
Khanum Memorial Trust) Karachi,” 
the prime minister said while shar-
ing on Twitter the images showing 
construction machinery at project 
site. The prime minister said that 
it would be the biggest cancer hos-
pital in Pakistan as well as being 
equipped with the latest machines. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has said 
Shaukat Khanum Memorial Trust 
(SKMT) Karachi will be the biggest 
cancer hospital in the country. In a 
tweet on Saturday, he said it will be 
equipped with the latest machines. 
Sharing the pictures of the site, the 
Prime Minister expressed his hap-
piness over the start of construc-
tion work on the hospital. VoM

Opposition playing reckless by holding public gatherings amidst 
dramatic rise in Coronavirus cases: PM

Prime Minister directs that benefits of economic stability must reach common man

Pakistan to work with 
China to safeguard 

CPEC: FM 
Opposition should 

understand sensitivity of 
COVID-19

MULTAN
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Hussain 
Qureshi on Saturday said that opposition 
should understand sensitivity of novel coro-
navirus and did not put lives of people at risk 
for only their political purpose. “Government is 
not afraid of public meetings of opposition as 
neither it make, nor it dislodge governments,” 
he expressed these views during his meet-
ings with different delegations in his constitu-
ency. Qureshi observed that the government 
was very much concerned about human lives 
in wake of second wave of coronavirus. After 
government and courts direction, he said that 
the opposition parties have no legal or ethical 
right to hold public meetings amid pandemic 
COVID 19. Qureshi remarked that the opposi-
tion was doing politics of self-interests only. It 
wanted to create unrest in the country. To bent 
on holding public meetings amid coronavirus 
indicates opposition’s undemocratic and ir-
responsible attitude, said Qureshi. He added 
that all political parties should follow standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) related to COVID 
19. Qureshi noted that the second wave of coro-
navirus was at peak and the incumbent gov-
ernment was striving hard to keep pubic lives 
safe and secure. He lamented that Opposition 
was demonstrating irresponsible role at the 
crucial phase. Opposition should not play poli-
tics amid peak of coronavirus, he maintained. 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was 
a game changer for Pakistan, he said adding that 
some powers did not wish its completion. VoM
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CPEC a long-term Stabilizing 
Factor with regards to Pak 

India relations

FWith an investment of $62 billion through China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), Pakistan has acquired a significant place in Chinese 
foreign policy. The Chinese venture of Belt and Road (B&R) Network 
would positively bring peace, development and stability not just in 
Pakistan but also in South Asia which is the most under developed 
region of the world because of the pervasive conflict between Pakistan 

and India. While the bilateral relationship between Pakistan and China is strength-
ening continuously, there is an underlying debate going-on on how the two coun-
tries’ increasing collaboration will have an impact on the issue of Kashmir as a 
part of this great initiatives’ the road that is being constructed is passing through 
Kashmir which is claimed by India.India also fears the rise of China through 
CPEC as paving its way of increased military presence in South Asia to besiege 
India. On the other hand, if we see a long term result of this Belt and Road ini-
tiative through the lens of Economic Interdependence then Pakistan’s relations 
with India though this trade corridor is seen to improve in long term.No doubt 
this cooperation between Pakistan and China pose formidable challenges but a 
positive scenario is also possible as with a settlement of the Kashmir dispute is 
possible as India has already signaled in previous negotiations with Pakistan, for 
example in 2007, that it is willing to accept the status quo in Kashmir. Also with 
regards to Pakistan CPEC will gradually inculcate a more economically utilitarian 
approach in Pakistan that will persuade Pakistan to make economic development 
as its priority rather than politicizing trade and integration.The CPEC also passes 
through Gilgit-Baltistan, a region which India claims is part of their territory. India 
is also not happy over holding of elections in Gilgit-Baltistan by Pakistan, claiming 
that it is against the disputed nature of the region.In today’s contemporary world, 
economic interdependence has surpassed conventional politics which demands 
that countries put aside issues that hold them back from economic development. 
Thus it would be wise for all the stakeholders to embrace CPEC and the benefits 
it yields for immediate up-gradation of the living standards of the people in the 
region. To exploit the economic advantages likely to be generated by the CPEC, 
South Asian countries should work for building sustainable peace in the region 
by resolving the disputes confronting them by holding dialogue at bilateral and 
multilateral forums on priority basis.

Tourism Economy in the con-
temporary world

G lobally, the health and wellness market is worth an eye-popping 
$494 billion (£314.8 billion). Wellness tourism is a term known 
to many around the world. Wellness is about feeling better. So 
contrary to popular perception, it could be the most inclusive of 
all tourism market sectors - everyone wants to feel better, no mat-
ter how big their wallet. Definitions vary even within the sector, 

and many would argue that if the purpose of a holiday or break is to enhance 
wellbeing, in other words, to make you feel better, then surely all holidays are 
wellness holidays. However, motivation is a key to understanding wellness tour-
ism. Primary wellness tourists are those for whom ‘wellbeing’ is the sole purpose 
or primary motivating factor for the trip and destination choice. Secondary well-
ness tourists are those who seek to maintain a healthy lifestyle while taking any 
type of trip. So the chances are, you may be a secondary wellness tourist and not 
know it, whereas a primary wellness tourist is motivated by proactively enhanc-
ing a healthy lifestyle, and this will dictate their destination choice. Where the 
primary motivation is to enhance wellbeing, wellness holidays could therefore 
be categorised as health and fitness, healthy eating, spa & beauty, mind-body, 
spiritual and  personal growth. Tourism’s direct contribution to GDP is expected 
to grow at an average of 3.9% per year over the next ten years. By 2027, Travel 
& Tourism is expected to support more than 380 million jobs globally, which 
equates to 1 in 9 of all jobs in the world and the sector is expected to contribute 
around 23% of total global net job creation over the next decade. Meanwhile, 
total Travel & Tourism GDP is expected to account for 11.4% of global GDP and 
global visitor exports are expected to account for 7.1% of total global exports.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Role of SCO in Regional Stability

T he Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) is a competent intergovernmental 
international organization, it has a crucial 
role in promoting regional security and 
stability. India and Pakistan joined SCO as 
full members in 2017. Recently at a vir-

tual conference of SCO Indian NSA AjitDoval walked out 
in protest during a speech at the dialogue by Special 
Assistant to the Prime Minister on National Security 
Moeed Yusuf. According to Indian NSA Pakistani NSA 
knowingly projected a phony map that includes all 
the area of Kashmir in Pakistan’s territory, to create 
a propaganda. In response to which, Russia overruled 
Indian objection to displaying of Pakistan’s new po-
litical map at the forum.Once again, India’s struggle to 
make a significant multilateral forum subject to trivial 
bilateral debate fizzled and Pakistan’s new political 
map and the desires of the Kashmiri public were fea-
tured during the meeting of National Security Advisors 
of SCO member states.The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) was set up as a multilateral as-
sociation to guarantee security and ensure stability 
over the huge Eurasian region, unite to counteract 
arising threats and challenges, and upgrade trade, as 
well as cultural and humanitarian collaboration.SCO 

was established as Shanghai Five in 1996 with China, 
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Later in 
2001 Shanghai Five broadened its limited scope and 
changed to SCO. In June 2017, Pakistan gained the 
permanent membership of The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) in its 16thhead of states summit 
in Astana.As a permanent member of SCO, Pakistan 
plans to achieve huge support to address its financial, 
security and social issues.By sharing a membership 
with two significant regional powers, Russia and China, 
in SCO, Pakistan sees itself as a raised supporter to the 
regional development. Besides, full membership of the 
SCO can possibly improve the image of Pakistan in the 
international arena.Through SCO, China has tried to 
enhance organizational growth and utilized its insti-
tutionalism to support regional economic bonding, to 
gain access to energy supplies and to pursue the mod-
ern concepts of security based on dialogue bilateral 
consultation. Also it emphasized on collective benefits 
and cordial resolution of differences. Furthermore, the 
SCO is a platform for China to strengthen its leader-
ship role in the global economy and geopolitics. Also 
China through SCO boosted bilateral relations with the 
CARs and Russia to exercise its potential in the region. 
After the Astana meetings, Pakistan’s relationship 
with China has been further strengthened. The inclu-
sion of Pakistan in the SCO itself is a great message for 
the anti-Pakistan lobby. By joining the SCO, Pakistan 
holds more chance to counter any attempt to confine 
it diplomatically. For a long time Pakistan and India 
both were trying to become permanent members of 
SCO, they were finally given the position of permanent 
membership in the Astana Conference. Pakistan’s inclu-
sion in the SCO as a permanent member was backed 
by China while India’s bid was backed up by Russia.

India repeatedly created hurdles in the prosperity of 
SCO. Back in 2017, the same year when both Pakistan 
and India became members of SCO, India opposed and 
demanded Kashmir not to be made a part of SCOs plat-
form. India opposes any project that it deems against 
its interest, in 2019 India deemed CPEC projectsin AJK 
unacceptable. There are two major reasons that drive 
the Indian opposition, first reason is that the economic 
corridor passes through the Gilgit-Baltistan region in 
Pakistan, which was partly under the control of the 
state of Kashmir at the time of Partition. Since Kashmir 
is an internationally recognized dispute between India 
and Pakistan, India lays claim to Gilgit-Baltistan. Based 
on this logic, India argues that an international cor-
ridor between Pakistan and China is passing through 
an Indian-claimed territory and hence violates India’s 
sovereignty. Second reason for India’s opposition to 
CPEC is the fear that it is being used by China to coun-
terbalance the economic growth of India.Earlier this 
year India’s National Security Advisor walked out of the 
virtual SCO meeting when Pakistan projected its new 
map showing all of Kashmir as part of Pakistan. Hitting 
out at Pakistan, the spokesperson of Indian Ministry 
of External Affairs complained that at the meeting of 
the National Security Advisors (NSA) of member states 
of the SCO hosted by Russia, the chair of the SCO, the 
Pakistani NSA knowingly projected a phony map that 
Pakistan has recently been propagating.

Florida Line’s Tyler Hubbard reveals band drama over politics
BEVERLY HILLS

The contentious politics of 2020 have even 
affected Florida Georgia Line.Tyler Hubbard 
confirmed Tuesday that Brian Kelley’s politi-
cal messages on social media — which he disa-
grees with — is what prompted him and his wife, 
Hayley Hubbard, to unfollow his bandmate ear-
lier this month. The Hubbards support President-
elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala 
Harris, while Kelley and his wife, Brittney Kelley, 
do not.“Somebody sent me an article two days ago 
that me and BK were breaking up and I thought, 
‘Well, that’s that’s news to me.’ But no... I unfol-
lowed BK for a few days while we were through 
this political, you know, in the middle of this elec-
tion and everything going on,” Hubbard said on 
Thursday’s episode of SiriusXM’s Exit 209 with 
Storme Warren podcast. “And I even called him 
and told him, I said, ‘Hey buddy, I love you. And I 
love you a lot more in real life than on your stories 
right now. So I’m just going to, so that’s why I’m 
unfollowing you. Nothing personal. I still love you. 
You’re still my brother.’ I just didn’t want to see it 
every time I opened Instagram. And so it wasn’t 
a big deal.”Hubbard, who’s criticized President 
Trump in the past, said the two were on “great 
terms” at the time of the interview. In fact, Kelley 
appeared alongside him. “We were literally on a 
call yesterday,” Kelley said, “just showing up the 
last details of our record and working on getting 
some touring cities out here soon and a couple of 
announcements.”Hubbard, who had to pull out of 
this month’s Country Music Association Awards 

after testing positive for COVID-19, insisted the 
Grammy-nominated duo is solid after a lot of 
effort from both of them to make their 10-year 
partnership work.“It’s not all sugar-coated.And so 
the truth is — and I think this is important to talk 
about — me and BK have done work. We’ve went 
to therapy, we’ve sat with each other and wanting 
to kill each other at times,” Hubbard said. “But by 
the end of it, we were hugging it out. You know 

what I mean? Because we’re brothers and that’s 
what brothers do. And, and brothers don’t always 
get along. So we’ve had, we’ve had moments where 
we, you know, where we want to kill each other, 
but a lot of it’s out of love.”He said the effort has 
made their bond stronger.Kelley joked that the dif-
ference of opinion still hadn’t been settled: “We are 
going to go full WWE on this thing.”

NASA TV to Air Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich 
Launch, Prelaunch Activities

LONDON
NASA is targeting 12:17 p.m. EST (9:17 

a.m. PST) Saturday, Nov. 21, for the launch of 
the Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich satellite, the 
first of two identical satellites to head into 
Earth orbit five years apart to continue sea 
level observations for at least the next dec-
ade.Live launch coverage will begin at 11:45 
a.m. EST (8:45 a.m. PST), on NASA Television 
and the agency’s website, with prelaunch 
and science briefings the day before on Nov. 
20.Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich will head into 
orbit on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from 
Space Launch Complex 4 at Vandenberg 
Air Force Base (VAFB) in California. The 
launch is managed by NASA’s Launch 
Services Program, based at the agency’s 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida. NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Southern 
California manages the agency’s contribu-
tion to the mission.The Sentinel-6 Michael 
Freilich satellite is named in honor of the 
former director of NASA’s Earth Science 
Division, who was instrumental in advanc-
ing space-based ocean measurements. It 
follows the most recent U.S.-European sea 
level observation satellite, Jason-3, which 
launched in 2016, and is currently provid-
ing high-precision and timely observations 
of the topography of the global ocean.The 

Sentinel-6/Jason-CS (Continuity of Service) 
mission, consisting of the Sentinel-6 Michael 
Freilich and Sentinel-6B satellites, is being 
jointly developed by ESA (European Space 
Agency), the European Organisation for the 
Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites 
(EUMETSAT), NASA, and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), with funding support from the 
European Commission and support from 
France’s National Centre for Space Studies 
(CNES).The Sentinel-6/Jason-CS mission is 
part of Copernicus, the European Union’s 
Earth observation program, managed by the 
European Commission. Continuing the leg-
acy of the Jason series missions, Sentinel-6/
Jason-CS will extend the records of sea level 
into their fourth decade, collecting accu-
rate measurements of sea surface height 
for more than 90% of the world’s oceans, 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Pfizer and its partner BioNTech are on 
Friday filing for emergency authorisa-
tion in the US of their Covid-19 vaccine.
It will be the job of the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) to decide if the 
vaccine is safe to roll out.It is not clear 
how long the FDA will take to study the 
data. However, the US government ex-
pects to approve the vaccine in the first 
half of December.Data from an advanced 
trial showed the vaccine protects 94% of 
adults over 65.The UK has pre-ordered 
40 million doses and should get 10 mil-
lion by the end of the year. The need for a 
vaccine in the US was highlighted by the 
number of coronavirus deaths recorded 
for Thursday. For the first time since June, 
the figure for deaths in a single day rose 
above 2,000. If FDA authorisation does 
come in the first half of next month, Pfizer 
and BioNTech will “be ready to distribute 

the vaccine candidate within hours”, the 
two companies said.This would be re-
markably quick for vaccine development 
- within 10 months of detailing the ge-
netic code. The average wait for approval 
in the US is nearer eight years.Pfizer CEO 
Albert Bourla said on Thursday that the 
filing for emergency use was a “milestone 
in our journey to deliver a Covid-19 vac-
cine to the world”.Initial doses would be 
scarce, though, and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDCP) will decide 
who is first in line. European Commission 
president Ursula von der Leyen said the 
EU could move quickly too - by the end 
of the year.But there are caveats. Stephen 
Evans, professor of pharmacoepidemiology 
at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine, said both the FDA and the 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) would 
“conduct a very careful evaluation”.And 
BBC health correspondent Naomi Grimley 
says this vaccine is still a long way off 

widespread use, not least because it adopts 
an experimental technology that has never 
been approved before. Data released this 
week suggested the Pfizer and BioNTech 
vaccine had 95% effectiveness.This effec-
tiveness was also consistent across age 
groups - essential given the vulnerability 
of the elderly - as well as ethnicities and 
gender.The vaccine also had only mild-
to-moderate and short-lived side-effects. 
It uses an experimental approach, called 
mRNA, which involves injecting part of the 
virus’s genetic code into the body to train 
the immune system.Antibodies and T-cells 
are then made by the body to fight the cor-
onavirus. The US this week passed 250,000 
deaths in the coronavirus outbreak, by far 
the largest number in the world.Its con-
firmed cases since the pandemic began 
stand at 11.7 million, according to Johns 
Hopkins University research, again a global 
first.Confirmed cases and deaths have also 
been soaring over the past week.

Covid vaccine: Pfizer applies for first approval in US

November-22-1942

A Soviet counteroffensive against 
the German armies pays off as the 
Red Army traps about a quarter-
million German soldiers south of 
Kalach, on the Don River, within 
Stalingrad. As the Soviets’ cir-

cle tightened, German General Friedrich Paulus 
requested permission from Berlin to withdraw.
The Battle of Stalingrad began in the summer of 
1942, as German forces assaulted the city, a major 
industrial center and a prize strategic coup, if it 
could be occupied. But despite repeated attempts, 
the German 6th Army, under Paulus, and part of 
the 4th Panzer Army, under Ewald von Kleist, 
could not break past the adamantine defense by 
the Soviet 62nd Army, commanded by Gen. Vasily 
I. Chuikov, despite having pushed the Soviets al-
most to the Volga River in mid-October and encir-
cling Stalingrad.Diminishing resources, partisan 
guerilla attacks, and the cruelty of the Russian 
winter began to take their toll on the Germans. 
On November 19, the Soviets made their move, 
launching a counteroffensive that began with a 
massive artillery bombardment of the German 
position. The Soviets then assaulted the weakest 

link in the German force-inexperienced Romanian 
troops; 65,000 were ultimately taken prisoner by 
the Soviets.The Soviets then made a bold strate-
gic move, encircling the enemy, launching pincer 
movements from north and south simultane-
ously, even as the Germans encircled Stalingrad. 
The Germans should have withdrawn, but Hitler 

wouldn’t allow it. He wanted his armies to hold 
out until they could be reinforced. By the time 
those fresh troops arrived in December, it was too 
late. The Soviet position was too strong, and the 
Germans were exhausted. It was then only a mat-
ter of time before the Germans would be forced 
to surrender.

Soviets encircle Germans at Stalingrad
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Harry and Duchess mov-
ing out of UK home 

NEWYORK
Prince Harry and Duchess Meghan are mov-
ing out of their UK home so Princess Eugenie 
can move in.The Duke and Duchess of Sussex’s 
personal items were reportedly collected from 
Frogmore Cottage, Windsor by removal vans 
one evening, meaning the pregnant Princess 
and her husband can move in.A source told 
The Sun newspaper: “Removal vans pitched 
up in the dead of the night and cleared out 
the cottage. They definitely did not want to 
be seen. Emptying their home and handing 
over the keys is a pretty strong sign Harry and 
Meghan have no plans to return. It appears 
they are tying up loose ends as they plan to 
extend their stay in the US perhaps perma-
nently. Frogmore was kitted out to Meghan 
and Harry’s tastes with son Archie in mind, 
so it is the perfect place for a couple to bring 
up a baby. It has the bonus of being around 
the corner from her parents and, of course, 
the Queen. Harry and Meghan didn’t fancy 
Frogmore for whatever reason but Jack and 
Eugenie are delighted with it.”It comes after 
Prince Harry and Duchess Meghan paid back 
the £2.4 million refurbishment costs.VoM

Rebel red swimsuit selfie 
could be her most stunning

 NEW YORK
Rebel Wilson is currently finishing up her ‘Year 
of Health’ at an incredible wellness retreat in 
the Austrian Alps and by the looks of her latest 
Instagram posts, it’s doing her the world of good. 
The Pitch Perfect star, 40 documented her morn-
ing routine which included a cryo-freeze, swim 
and sauna and not only does Rebel look amazing, 
the views are to die for. Rebel wore a stylish black 
swimsuit in the videos and pictures she shared 
with fans which displayed her 40lb weight loss. 
The actress is embracing the beautiful mountain 
location which houses the Viva Mayr retreat and 
previously shared photos of herself hiking in the 
fresh air. In the caption to her workout snaps 
she wrote: “Enjoying a morning walk amongst 
health treatments at the glorious @vivamayral-
taussee…finishing my Year of Health off STRONG 
at the place that gave me that first kick-start.“If 
you want to boost your immune system, this is 
the place to be.” Rebel has gone from strength 
to strength in her quest to be her healthiest self 
and has shared her inspirational journey with 
fans.During a recent virtual appearance on The 
Drew Barrymore Show Rebel lifted the lid on 
her decision to undergo a health transformation 
and explained: “So the last few years I’ve been 
theming my years. So like, the ‘year of fun’, last 
year I had the ‘year of love’ and then this year, I 
was like, it’s going to be the ‘year of heath’.”VoM

She’s ‘So Happy’ Ex-Husband 
Orlando Found Katy 

LONDON
Miranda Kerr couldn’t be happier for her blended 
family. The 37-year-old model was praised by 
Drew Barrymore during an appearance on her 
talk show on Friday for her relationship with 
ex-husband Orlando Bloom’s fiancee, Katy Perry.
Barrymore called Kerr and Perry’s relationship 
“so positive and such an amazing example” of 
how women should be.“I adore Katy and I just 
feel so happy that Orlando has found someone 
that makes his heart so happy,” Kerr replied. 
“Because at the end of the day, for Flynn to have 
a happy father and a happy mother is just the 
most important thing.”Kerr and Bloom, who were 
married from 2010 to 2013, share 9-year-old son 
Flynn. Kerr remarried in 2017 to Snapchat co-
founder and CEO Evan Spiegel. The pair share two 
sons -- 2-year-old Hart and 1-year-old Myles.“I’m 
just so grateful that Orlando and Katy found each 
other, and I’m so grateful that I found my incred-
ible husband and just that we all really respect 
each other,” she continued.VoM

Bureau Reuter
LONDON

If a graphic example were needed of 
the internal psychological warfare 
tennis players often wage in their 
own minds, the first hour of Dominic 
Thiem’s US Open final against Alexander 
Zverev would be a good place to start.
Stifled by nerves and stress, the dazed 
Austrian stylist looked as though his 

feet were trapped in cement and he was 
wielding a tree trunk rather than a tennis 
racket.Remarkably, having lost the open-
ing two sets, he shed the mental demons 
in the nick of time to come back and win 
a nerve-jangling final in which Zverev 
finally buckled under pressure.It was 
exhausting just watching Thiem finally 
crawl over the line to a maiden Grand 
Slam title.A few weeks later in Paris, 
Poland’s 19-year-old Iga Swiatek made 
the same life-changing breakthrough 
look as demanding as a stroll in the park 
as she breezed past Sofia Kenin.Swiatek 
free-wheeled her way to becoming the 
youngest French Open women’s winner 
for 28 years, going through the fortnight 
without dropping a set.The contrast be-
tween her victory and Thiem’s was stark, 
although both were equally admirable.
Tennis, with it’s scoring system, thinking 
time and technical difficulty, is arguably 
the most psychological of all sports. Which 

is why Swiatek’s mastery of her mind 
stood out.“I don’t think it’s possible to 
become a champion without understand-
ing the psychology of tennis because it’s 
an unusual sport,” Swiatek told Reuters. 
“We’re all alone and we have so much time 
to think, so many chances to get unfo-
cused. At the highest level everybody can 
play good tennis, have good tactics and 
technique but there are only a few who 
are mentally ready to be a champion.”In 
his acclaimed book The Inner Game of 
Tennis, Timothy Gallwey spoke of play-
ers “fighting their own mind” at crucial 
moments, of trying “too hard”. Swiatek, 
while insisting she is not especially inter-
ested in what’s going on between her ears, 
regards herself lucky to have sports psy-
chologist Daria Abramowicz in her camp.
Counter-intuitive perhaps, but 
Abramowicz taught Swiatek 
to walk on court with a lais-
sez faire approach to her matches.

Staff Report
CAPE TOWN

Indian spinner Ravichandran Ashwin be-
lieves that Pakistani Skipper Babar Azam 
looked like a million dollar player saying 
to watch the prolific batsman bat was a 
treat for the eyes.Ashwin heaped praise 
on Babar Azam in a conversation with 
former Pakistani Skipper Inzamam-ul-
Haq on his YouTube channel.While seek-
ing Inzamam’s opinion on Babar, Ashwin 
revealed that he enjoys watching the 
Pakistani skipper bat.“Babar Azam looks 
like a million dollar player. He has scored 
a hundred in Australia. It is so good to see 
him bat so well. He is a treat for the eyes. 
What do you think about Babar Azam?” 
Ashwin asked.Inzamam was equally ap-
preciative of Babar but believes that the 
Lahore-born cricketer was yet to perform 
to his full potential.“He is simply a great 
player. The kind of talent he has, he needs 

to perform even better.He has only played 
international cricket for five years. A bats-
man reaches his peak after playing inter-
national cricket for seven or eight years, so 
Babar is yet to reach his peak and he will 

do even better in coming years,” Inzamam 
said.Babar Azam features in the top five of 
International Cricket Council (ICC) rank-
ings for batsmen in all formats with sec-
ond, third and fifth position in Twenty20s, 

Relaxations aimed at promoting 
housing and construction finance

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has an-
nounced five regulatory relaxations to incentivise 
banks to finance low-cost and affordable housing.
The move comes amid the central bank’s efforts 
to provide an enabling regulatory environment 
to promote housing and construction finance.To 
support the provision of finance to this sector, 
the definition of low-cost housing finance used 
in current regulations for banks has been aligned 
with the definition used under the government 
mark-up subsidy facility for housing finance eli-
gible under tiers one and two of housing finance.
Specifically, in the SBP regulations, the value of 
housing unit has been increased from Rs3 mil-
lion to Rs3.5 million with maximum loan size 
increased from Rs2.7 million to Rs3.15 million.
Consequently, the incentive for low-cost housing 
finance will increase for banks as they will not 
only be able to enjoy mark-up subsidy facility of 
the government but also the regulatory incen-
tives under low-cost housing finance of the SBP.In 
order to facilitate financing for this segment, the 
SBP is urging banks to use alternative methods to 
identify income sources and assess creditworthi-
ness of the borrower.The second and third type 

of relaxation is being given to facilitate financing 
for this segment. Accordingly, under the second 
relaxation, banks have been exempted from the 
requirement of using ‘verifiable income’ for the 
purpose of calculating the debt burden ratio 
(DBR) in case of low-cost housing finance where 
banks are using income proxies and where in-
come of borrower is not verifiable.Thirdly, banks 
have also been exempted from the requirement 
of observing DBR, in case of low-cost housing 
finance, where banks are using repayment sur-
rogates like rent, utility bills, telcos bills, etc to 
assess repayment capacity of borrower.Hence, 
borrowers without verifiable or non-verifiable 

income will become eligible to avail low-cost 
housing finance.Fourthly, banks have been ex-
empted from the requirement of Internal Credit 
Risk Rating System for low-cost housing finance 
till September 30, 2022 as their current systems 
do not specifically cater for low cost housing fi-
nance.Finally, in order to provide comfort to the 
borrowers who have liquid securities or already 
have a housing unit, banks have been allowed to 
extend housing finance for purchase/ construc-
tion of a residential property by accepting exist-
ing residential property or liquid securities in lieu 
of equity contribution for housing finance at the 
time of calculation of loan-to-value ratio.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Leaders of the 20 biggest world economies 
(G20) will debate this weekend how to deal 
with the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic 
that has caused a global recession and how 
to manage the recovery once the coronavirus 
is under control.High on the agenda are pur-
chases and global distribution of vaccines, 
drugs and tests for low income countries 
that cannot afford such expenses themselves. 
The European Union will urge the G20 on 
Saturday to invest $4.5 billion to help.“The 

main theme will be to step up global coopera-
tion to address the pandemic,” said a senior 
G20 official taking part in the preparations 
for the two-day summit, chaired by Saudi 
Arabia and held virtually because of the 
pandemic. To prepare for the future, the EU 
will propose a treaty on pandemics.“An inter-
national treaty would help us respond more 
quickly and in a more coordinated manner,” 
the chairman of EU leaders Charles Michel 
will tell the G20 on Sunday. While the global 
economy is recovering from the depths of the 
crisis earlier this year, momentum is slowing 
in countries with resurging infection rates, 
the recovery is uneven and the pandemic is 
likely to leave deep scars, the International 
Monetary Fund said in a report for the G20 
summit.Especially vulnerable are poor and 
highly indebted countries in the developing 
world, which are “on the precipice of finan-
cial ruin and escalating poverty, hunger and 
untold suffering”, United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres said on Friday.To 
address this, the G20 will endorse a plan 

to extend a debt servicing moratorium for 
developing countries by six months to mid-
2021, with a possibility of a further exten-
sion, said a draft G20 communique Under 
Trump, the United States pulled out of the 
Paris Agreement on fighting climate change, 
but the decision is likely to be reversed by 
President-elect Joe Biden.“We expect, of 
course, new momentum from the new US 
administration on this issue, thanks to the 
President-elect’s declaration that the U.S. 
would join the Paris Agreement once again,” 
European Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen said.To help finance the fight again 
climate change the EU will push for the G20 
to agree common global standards on what 
constitutes “green” investment. This would 
help attract the massive private investment 
needed because many investment funds are 
keen to invest in environmentally sustain-
able projects, but there is no agreed way of 
selecting them. The EU is already working on 
such standards with the aim to have them in 
place by 2022.

G20 to discuss post-pandemic world, back debt relief

UK borrow-
ing hits a new 

record
Bureaau Report

LONDON
Britain borrowed a record £215 

billion ($285 billion) in the first 
seven months of the financial 
year, highlighting the challenge 
facing Finance Minister Rishi 
Sunak as he prepares new spend-
ing plans.Borrowing in October 
alone came in below all econo-
mists’ forecasts in a Reuters poll 
at £22.3 billion, and September’s 
borrowing was also revised 
sharply lower. But debt remained 
only slightly lower than a 60-year 
high as a share of the economy.

Separate official data published 
on Friday showed retail sales 
rose 1.2 percent in October, and 
were 5.8 percent higher than a 
year earlier, stronger than all 
poll forecasts. However, retailers 
face a grim November with many 
shops closed due to the latest re-
strictions to slow the pandemic, 
which has hit Britain harder than 
other big economies.The British 
government is set to borrow 
close to £400 billion this financial 
year, the highest borrowing rela-
tive to the size of the economy 
since World War II. “This is the 
responsible thing to do, but it’s 
also clear that over time it’s right 
we ensure the public finances are 
put on a sustainable path,” Sunak 
said.The government’s Office for 
Budget Responsibility will pub-
lish new forecasts of borrowing 
on Nov. 25, and Sunak will unveil 
spending plans for the next finan-
cial year too.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Ras Al Khaimah International Airport (RAK 
Airport) is gearing up to receive the first com-
mercial flights from Indian value carrier SpiceJet 
on November 26, 2020.The development signals a 
steady return to normal economic activity following 
the COVID-19 pandemic, spokespersons for the two 
operations said, noting that with SpiceJet’s connec-
tion to 28 destinations across the Indian sub-con-
tinent and RAK Airport’s position as an expanding 
travel and logistics hub.Operating an initial sched-
ule of twice-weekly flights, SpiceJet’s first tranche 
of services will connect travelers to Indira Gandhi 
International Airport, Delhi, allowing passengers 
to fly to 28 destinations within India, with further 
destinations to be added moving forward.“The 
commencement of SpiceJet passenger flights into 
RAK Airport is a significant step forward in helping 
the UAE get back to a normal footing in the wake 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Indian expatri-
ate community in the UAE numbers almost 3.5 
million people and constitutes 27 percent of the 
population, making connectivity between our two 
countries an imperative,” said Sanjay Khanna, CEO 
of Ras Al Khaimah International Airport.SpiceJet’s 
forthcoming commencement of commercial op-

erations from RAK Airport will see flight SG 160, a 
Boeing 737-800 with 189-passenger capacity, de-
part from Indira Gandhi International Airport Delhi 
at 22:30 on Thursday and Sunday, landing at Ras Al 
Khaimah International Airport at 00:50 on Friday 
and Monday. The return flight SG 161 departs RAK 
Airport at 01:50 on Monday and Friday, landing in 
Delhi at 06:40. More SpiceJet destinations across 
the Indian sub-continent will be added in the com-
ing months. “SpiceJet has played a pivotal role in 

opening up the UAE to Indian travellers and recon-
necting families. As we enter the post-coronavirus 
phase, we are looking forward to continuing to play 
a vital role in Ras Al Khaimah’s ongoing growth and 
development, especially its tourist sector, which is 
anticipated to experience a surge in visitors now 
that travel restrictions are slowly being eased,” said 
Ajay Singh, CMD SpiceJet.SpiceJet’s cheapest return 
flight ticket on the Delhi - Ras Al Khaimah - Delhi 
route is priced at Dh730,

Ras Al Khaimah International Airport to begin SpiceJet passenger flights

Bureau Report
PARIS

Cesc Fabregas scored a late winner from the penalty spot as 
Monaco came from two goals down to stun reigning cham-
pions Paris Saint-Germain 3-2 in Ligue 1.Kylian Mbappe 
had netted a first-half brace, including a penalty, against 
his former side, taking him to 99 goals for PSG and leaving 
his current team seemingly on course for a ninth consecu-
tive league win.But German international Kevin Volland 
struck twice for Monaco after the break and Fabregas con-
verted from 12 yards in the 84th minute after Abdou Diallo 
had been sent off for conceding the all-important penalty.
PSG remain clear at the top of Ligue 1, but this result is a 
major setback for Thomas Tuchel’s team before a crucial 
Champions League tie against RB Leipzig next week.“I am 
more surprised than I am angry,” said Tuchel, who was also 
disappointed to see further first-half goals for Mbappe and 
Moise Kean disallowed.“I saw two totally different halves. 
First of all, we completely controlled the game…and then 
the second half was completely different. I can only say it 
is our responsibility.”Niko Kovac’s Monaco climbs up to 
second in the table, four points behind PSG, but Lille can 
reclaim the second spot and move to within two points 
of the leaders if they beat Lorient on Sunday.“If you come 
back from two down to win 3-2 it is for sure something spe-
cial, but I don’t want to glorify it too much,” said ex-Bayern 
Munich coach Kovac.“We cannot stop and say everything 
is done. It was a big victory but nothing more.”PSG have 
been severely handicapped by injuries and suspensions 
this season, and Neymar was only deemed fit enough for 
a place on the bench at kick-off at the Stade Louis II after 
missing Brazil’s World Cup qualifiers over the last week 
due to fitness problems.

State Bank announces new regulatory 

Mastering mind games helped Swiatek

Monaco come back to 
stun PSG

Watching Babar Azam bat is a treat for eyes: Ravi 
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G20 to discuss post-pan-
demic world, back debt 

relief
SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK

World Bank President David Mal-
pass on Saturday warned G20 
leaders that failing to provide 
more permanent debt relief to 
some countries now could lead to 
increase poverty and a repeat of 
the disorderly defaults seen in the 
1980s. Malpass said he was pleased 
by progress on debt transparency 
and debt relief, but more needed 
to be done. “The debt challenges 
are becoming more frequent, in-
cluding in Chad, Angola, Ethiopia 
and Zambia where, in the absence 
of more permanent debt relief, the 
poverty outlook remains bleak,” 
he said in remarks to a summit of 
leaders of the Group of 20 major 
economies. Leaders of the 20 big-
gest world economies (G20) will 
debate this weekend how to deal 
with the unprecedented COVID-19 
pandemic that has caused a global 
recession and how to manage the 
recovery once the coronavirus is 
under control. High on the agenda 

are purchases and global distribu-
tion of vaccines, drugs and tests for 
low-income countries that cannot 
afford such expenses themselves. 
The European Union will urge the 
G20 on Saturday to invest $4.5 bil-
lion to help. “The main theme will 
be to step up global cooperation 
to address the pandemic,” said a 
senior G20 official taking part in 
the preparations for the two-day 
summit, chaired by Saudi Arabia 
and held virtually because of the 
pandemic. In his opening remarks 
to G20 leaders, 84-year-old Saudi 
ruler King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
stressed the need for equitable 
access to the tools to combat CO-
VID-19, including vaccines. “We 
must work to create the conditions 
for affordable and equitable access 
to these tools for all peoples. At the 

same time, we must prepare better 
for any future pandemic,” he told 
the group via video link. To prepare 
for the future, the EU will propose 
a treaty on pandemics. “An inter-
national treaty would help us re-
spond more quickly and in a more 
coordinated manner,” the chair-
man of EU leaders Charles Michel 
will tell the G20 on Sunday. While 
the global economy is recovering 
from the depths of the crisis earlier 
this year, momentum is slowing in 
countries with resurging infection 
rates, the recovery is uneven and 
the pandemic is likely to leave deep 
scars, the International Monetary 
Fund said in a report for the G20 
summit. Especially vulnerable are 
poor and highly indebted countries 
in the developing world, which are 
“on the precipice of financial ruin 
and escalating poverty, hunger 
and untold suffering”, United Na-
tions Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres. To address this, the G20 
will endorse a plan to extend a 
debt servicing moratorium for de-
veloping countries by six months 
to mid-2021, with a possibility of 
a further extension, said a draft 
G20 communique seen by Reuters.

CAIRO 
The global pandemic and ensuing lockdown 
have taken their toll on the mental and 
physical well-being of millions of kids in the 
Middle East and North Africa, the UN chil-
dren’s agency. In a survey of more than 7,000 
households in seven countries in the region 
covering 13,000 children, UNICEF found that 
more than 90 percent of respondents believe 
the coronavirus pandemic has affected their 
children negatively. “Restrictions on move-
ment and closure of schools had a severe im-
pact on children’s daily routines, their social 
interactions, and ultimately on their mental 
well-being,” Ted Chaiban, UNICEF regional 
director in the Middle East and North Africa, 
said in the report. Its release coincided with 
World Children’s Day. The agency’s survey 
shows that more than 50 percent of respon-
dents believe their children have been strug-
gling mentally and emotionally. Anxiety and 
stress have been on the rise among confined 
families, the report said, raising the likeli-
hood of domestic violence, of which women 
and children are usually the prime victims. As 
the pandemic began to spread, most govern-
ments in the region ordered the shutdown of 
schools in March. With the curve of infection 
bending downward over the summer, many 
countries allowed schools to reopen in the 
fall or to adopt a hybrid system that com-

bines distance and in-class learning. Howev-
er, with winter approaching there are fears 
of a second wave of infections, which could 
result in another round of school closures. 
Nearly 40 percent of parents and guardians 
expressed concerns over the education of 
their children, the survey said. Many have 
dismissed remote education as “ineffective,” 
citing lack of resources, limited internet ac-
cess, a lack of support from adults and a lack 
of direct access to teachers. The UNICEF 
survey was conducted in Algeria, Egypt, 
Jordan, Morocco, Qatar, Syria and Tunisia 
between April and July 2020. In August, UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned 
of an “education catastrophe” and pointed 
to the UN education agency’s estimate of 24 
million learners at risk of dropping out be-
cause of the severe disruption caused by the 
pandemic. The UNICEF report also raised an 
alarm about the risks the pandemic poses 

to children’s physical health in the region. 
It said 9 million children had missed out on 
their vaccines against highly infectious dis-
eases, including polio and measles, due to 
restrictions on transportation, fear of infec-
tions and closure of nearby clinics. The en-
tire MENA region has so far recorded more 
than 4 million virus cases including more 
than 100,000 deaths.Besides the pandemic, 
many of the region’s countries are also strug-
gling with military conflicts and civil wars 
that undermine government efforts to stop 
the spread of the deadly virus. UNICEF un-
derscored the economic impact of the virus 
lockdown on children and warned the num-
ber of Middle Eastern and North African 
children languishing in poverty could top 60 
million by the end of 2020. That compares 
to 50.4 million before the pandemic. One in 
five respondents said that distressing eco-
nomic conditions forced them to spend less 
money on food, while nearly 30 percent of 
parents said their children had no access to 
nutritious food during times of strict lock-
down. “The longer the pandemic goes on, 
the deeper the impact on children will be,” 
said Chaiban. “It is absolutely critical that we 
continue to seek creative solutions to coun-
ter the impact of COVID and support our 
children with psycho-social care, blended or 
remote learning. Reuters

RAWALPINDI
Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Na-
tional Security Dr Moeed Yusuf has said 
that Pakistan will take all necessary mea-
sures to approach the international pow-
ers, Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
and United Nations Secretary General for 
apprising them regarding sinister design 
of India. In an interview, he said there are 
credible reports about Indian agenda for 
creating instability in Balochistan and 
other parts of Pakistan. Dr Moeed Yusuf 
said India also wants to sabotage China 

Pakistan Economic Corridor and dam-
age the peace in the whole region. About 
Afghanistan, the Special Assistant said 
peace in Afghanistan is imperative for se-
curity, stability and economic prosperity 
of the region. He said Pakistan’s efforts for 
Afghan peace, security, connectivity, and 
prosperity of the region would continue 
unabatedly. Replying to another question 
about relations with the Middle Eastern 
countries, Moeed Yusuf said Pakistan’s 
relations with Islamic world are increas-
ing and strengthening day by day. VoM

KABUL 
Minister for Information and Broadcasting Shibli 
Faraz says the opposition’s stubbornness to hold 
public gatherings despite rising Covornavirus cas-
es manifests its non-democratic and irresponsible 
conduct. In a tweet on Saturday, he said the oppo-
sition is bent upon demonstrating irresponsibil-
ity. The Minister said there is no legal and moral 
justification to hold public meetings after the court 
and government orders against it. He said putting 
people’s life in danger for vested interests is the ex-
treme level of selfishness. He said FIR will be regis-
tered against opposition leaders and organizers of 
the Peshawar public meeting if Coronavirus cases 
rise in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The Minister said the 
government was not feared from opposition politi-
cal gatherings so it had allowed them to hold pub-
lic gatherings in different cities. The government 
wanted to provide protection to health and lives of 
the masses, adding opposition should review their 
decision about holding political meetings during 
the pandemic because it was collective responsi-
bility to adopt all standard operating procedures 
(SOPs) which were issued by the government to 
combat coronavirus. Coronavirus was not only is-
sue of any single political party but it was matter 
of the nation so the people should follow SOPs with 

letter and spirit, he added. Replying to a question, 
he said ratio of deadly virus was high in Khyber 
Pakthunkhawa as compared to other provinces 
so the government had asked the opposition for 
canceling political gathering in the larger interest 
of the country and its people. Shibli Faraz said the 
government had already canceled its scheduled po-
litical gatherings but opposition was playing with 
the lives of the people just for gaining personal in-
terests, adding opposition should bring their fami-
lies in their gatherings but they will never do this. 
He said every issue should be discussed in the Par-
liament as it was the appropriate forum for resolv-
ing the matters but opposition parties were using 
derogatory language against the government. VoM

Govt allocates $150m 
for Covid vaccine

ISLAMABAD
The Ministry of Finance on Saturday clarified that 
Pakistan was closely engaged with the International 
Monetary fund (IMF) to bring the review work to 
completion without delay. In a tweet, the ministry 
dispelled the erroneous impression conveyed by an 
article published in Financial Times regarding Paki-
stan’s IMF programme. The ministry said that the 
contention in the article appeared to derive from 
the personal views of some individuals, while the 
actual position was never solicited from the govern-
ment. “Pakistan was closely engaged with the Fund 
to bring the review work to completion without 
delay,” it said. It said that Pakistan remained firmly 
committed to its agenda of fiscal stabilization and 
economic reforms. “We would like to dispel the er-
roneous impression conveyed by an article in @
FinancialTimes regarding Pakistan’s IMF Program. 
The contention in the article appears to derive from 
the personal views of some individuals, while the 
actual position was never solicited from the Govt. 
In this context, it is clarified that Pakistan is closely 
engaged with the Fund to bring the review work to 
completion without delay. Pakistan remains firmly 
committed to its agenda of fiscal stabilization and 
economic reforms,” the ministry tweeted. VoM

Also decides to request G-20 na-
tions for additional debt relief of 

$915 million
ISLSMABAD 

The federal government has conditionally approved $150 
million funds to procure the coronavirus vaccine for 5% 
of the country’s population. It has also decided to request 
G-20 countries for additional debt relief of $915 million. 
The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the 
cabinet “approved, in principle, the provision of technical 
supplementary grant of $150 million for the purchase of the 
Covid-19 vaccine,” said a handout issued by the Ministry of 
Finance on Friday. The ECC also approved diverting funds 
meant for religious education towards the prime minister’s 
skill scheme. It also allowed importing another 340,000 
metric tons of wheat at $286.75 per ton price, taking the 
total imported quantity to over 2.2 million tons to bridge the 
shortfall. It also approved Rs19.7 billion to clear liabilities of 
about 9,350 employees of the country’s biggest industrial 
unit – the Pakistan Steel Mills (PSM). These employees will 
be laid off. The Ministry of National Health Services (NHS) 
had requested the ECC to approve a technical supplementary 
grant of $150 million out of the funds reserved by the Finance 
Division uner the head of Covid-19 Relief Measures. However, 
the ECC chairman did not authorize sanction from the budget 
and instead directed the health ministry to negotiate a loan 
with the World Bank for procurement of the vaccine. “The ECC 
further directed the Ministry of NHS to discuss the proposal 
with the WB and other donors in coordination with the 
Economic Affairs Division so that they could assist in providing 
financial facility for the procurement of the vaccine during the 
first phase and for the procurement of additional quantities 
in future as needed,” said the Finance Ministry. The Ministry 
of NHS briefed the ECC that this shall be the first phase of 
procurement and the amount of vaccine will suffice for the 
most vulnerable 5% of the population.This population will 
include health workers and people above the age of 65 years. 
Around 10 million people would be provided a vaccine cover 
under the above arrangement. The health ministry had also 
requested that the ECC should underwrite the $150 million 
funding, in case the vaccine manufacturing companies fail 
to develop the vaccines. The ECC did not agree to that. The 
ECC directed the Ministry of NHS to draw a holistic proposal 
regarding the pricing and risk mitigation mechanism for the 
procurement of Covid-19 vaccine for provision on a wider 
scale, in consultation with the relevant stakeholders. A 
member of the ECC had proposed that the government should 
charge the cost of the vaccine from those who can afford it 
in order to lessen the burden on the budget. It is expected 
that a potent vaccine would be available for its use in the first 
and the second quarter of next year. The Ministry of NHS had 
sent a letter to the GAVI – originally the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunization – showing its intent to avail the 
window to secure COVAX (Covid vaccine), free of cost or at 
subsidized rates for 20% of its population. VoM

KARACHI     
Federal Minister for Planning, Develop-
ment, Reforms and Special Initiatives, Asad 
Umar on Saturday said that the Sindh Gov-
ernment should utilize Rs 700 billion that 
have been allocated in the provincial bud-
get for the projects in Karachi. He said this 
while talking to the media after unveiling 
the plaque to commemorate the ground 
breaking of BRT Common Corridor from 
Taj Medical Complex to Municipal Park 
along M.A.Jinnah Road here. The Federal 
Minister along with the Governor of Sindh 
Imran Ismail also unveiled the plaque to 
commemorate the opening of Grade Works 
of BRT Common Corridor Underground fa-
cilities at Naumaish M.A.Jinnah Road. The 
Federal Minister said that the Green Line 
project would be a milestone for a modern 
transport system in Karachi and the Green 
Line project was expected to be completed 
by the middle of the next year. Asad Umar 
said that the people would be witnessing 
the Green Line on the roads in the middle 
of 2021. He also appreciated Sindh Infra-
structure Development Company Limited 

(SIDCL) and Planning Development and 
Special Initiatives Division for the hard 
work and dedication in execution of the 
Green Line project. Speaking about the 
Karachi Transformation Plan, Asad Umar 
said that good progress is made on all the 
projects in Karachi for which the federal 
government was responsible and fast-pace 
work was underway on the K-4 project, 
two projects of railways, KCR and Freight 
Corridor from Karachi Port to Pippri. The 
Green Line project was in the last phase of 
its implementation, he added. He said that 
work was also underway on the cleaning 
of drains in Karachi to permanently settle 
the problem of de-watering after rain. The 
encroachments were being removed in 
the initial phase of cleaning of nullahs for 
which the Sindh Government has started 
work from Mehmoodabad area, he said. As 
soon as the encroachments were removed 
from the nullahs, the Federal government 
would launch work on it, Asad Umar add-
ed. Speaking on the occasion, Sindh Gover-
nor Imran Ismail said that the inauguration 
of the first mass transit project of Sindh 

would be performed between July to Sep-
tember 2021 and Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, as per his promise was expected to 
perform its inauguration in Karachi. Speak-
ing about the projects, he said that he along 
with Asad Umar performed the opening of 
Grade Works of BRT Common Corridor Un-
derground facilities at Naumaish M.A Jin-
nah Road and groundbreaking of BRT Com-
mon Corridor from Taj Medical Complex 
to Municipal Park along M.A.Jinnah Road 
here today. These projects were part of 
PM Imran Khan’s envisaged Rs 1.1 trillion 
Karachi Transformation Plan, he noted.
He said that fast pace work was being car-
ried out on all the projects which have to 
be executed by the Federal Government in 
Karachi. The K-4 Water project was handed 
over to WAPDA. WAPDA would soon pres-
ent its report to the Prime Minister in this 
regard, he added. Imran Ismail said that 
the process to hire a consultant on the 
K-4 project has been completed and the 
K-4 would be a big water supply project 
that would help to a greater extent, cater 
the water requirement of Karachi.VoM

Asad Umar advises Sindh Govt to utilize Rs 700b allocated in 
the budget for Karachi

Asad Umer said  COVID-19 positivity ratio in Peshawar city is skyrocketing

Pandemic tough on millions of Mideast, N. African 
children, says UN

India wants to damage regional peace: 
Moeed Yusuf

Holding gatherings despite rising coronavirus 
manifests opposition’s irresponsible conduct: Shibli

Pakistan engaged with 
IMF to bring review work 
to completion : Finance 

Ministry

Pakistani construction 
worker’s short video 

wins award at in 
Wuhan, China

BEIJING
A video telling story of a Pakistani construction 
worker at Dasu Dam has won award at the sec-
ond Belt and Road (BRI) Short Video Competition 
held in Wuhan in Central China’s Hubei Prov-
ince. Seven state-owned enterprises in Hubei 
received awards in the second BRI Short Video 
Competition. For example, one video submitted 
by Gezhouba Co tells the story of Naseer from 
Pakistan, a construction worker from Dasu Dam, 
a large hydroelectric gravity dam, whose civil 
works were undertaken by Gezhouba. Naseer’s 
work at the Dasu Dam has changed the lives of his 
family and enables his kids to study at school. Ac-
cording to statistics, the entries of this competi-
tion have received more than 300 million views, 
including nearly 50 million views overseas, pro-
viding colorful stories about the Belt and Road to 
a global audience. The wonderful videos of this 
competition were not only posted and displayed 
on the exclusive voting platform Kwai with the 
hashtag of “#Footprints and Memories#”, but also 
published on Douyin, Bilibili, and Tencent Video, 
as well as overseas social media platforms such 
as Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and TikTok. The 
competition, co-organized by the China Public 
Diplomacy Association, the News Center of the 
State-owned Assets Supervision and Administra-
tion Commission of the State Council (SASAC), 
and Global Times Online, was held in Wuhan. 
Themed Act in Solidarity,the second BRI short 
video competition continues to focus on the BRI 
while carrying forward the ideas of planning that 
were a part of the first competition. By collecting 
short video stories from builders and beneficia-
ries, from countries all along the Belt and Road, 
the competition helps build a community with a 
shared future for mankind. Launched in mid-July 
and ended at the end of September, the competi-
tion received more than 500 entries from nearly 
80 countries. After the Organizing Committee’s 
preliminary review, public voting and expert 
evaluation, the 10 final award winners of this 
competition were announced. The competition 
has drawn extensive attention since its launch in 
July, said Wu Hailong, president of China Public 
Diplomacy Association. He said it was actively 
joined by Chinese enterprises and their employ-
ees in Belt and Road countries, who used their 
cameras to unfold the touching stories of beating 
COVID-19 together with local people and joining 
hands with them to share weal and woe. VoM

World Bank warns G20 against doing too little now to 
address debt problems




