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Pakistan is on the front line 
of confronting the violent 

extremism that threatens us 
all. And Pakistan’s civilians and 

security forces continue to 
bear the brunt of that fight. 

We respect the sacrifices that 
Pakistan has made in combating 
terrorists who seek to undermine 
its stability and undo its progress.

Foreign Minister

Shah Mehmood Qureshi

           CPEC would prove a game changer project 
for entire region: CM Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Post elections melodrama 
Biden condemns ‘irresponsible’ Trump fight to 

reverse election

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan determined to 
protect human rights of all 

children 
Islamabad

In a statement on Friday on the occa-
sion of World Children Day, Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri 
said Pakistan has undertaken a range of 
institutional and legal measures to elimi-
nate exploitation of children and their dis-
crimination based on gender, religion and 
ethnicity. He said we remain committed 
to eradicating the incidences of violence 
against children, child labour and forced 
marriages. The spokesperson said the 
plight of children in Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir should not be 
forgotten on this day. He said these chil-
dren, living in one of the world’s largest 
prison, deserve urgent attention of the 
international community, particularly the 
United Nations. Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri 
said the over fifteen month long physical 
and digital siege with frequent incidences 
of house demolitions, arbitrary detentions 
and use of force including through pellet 
guns have traumatized children in Indian 
illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir. He 
said the international community must be 
sensitive to the plight of oppressed chil-
dren in the occupied territory and urge 
India to immediately stop its illegal and 
inhuman policies and practices that are in 
contravention of its own obligations under 
the Convention on the rights of Child. VoM

Oil set for third week of gains on vaccine hopes
Renewed lockdowns in 

several countries to limit 
spread of virus cap gains

Staff Reporter
LONDON 

Oil prices firmed on Friday and 
were on track for a third consecu-
tive weekly rise, buoyed by success-
ful Covid-19 vaccine trials, while 
renewed lockdowns in several coun-
tries to limit the spread of the virus 
capped gains. Prospects for effective 
Covid-19 vaccines and hopes OPEC 
and its allies will keep production in 
check have bolstered oil markets this 
week. Brent crude futures were up 
$0.28, or 0.6%, at $44.48 a barrel at 
1027 GMT. The more active US West 
Texas Intermediate (WTI) January 
crude contract gained $0.17, or 0.4%, 
to $42.07 a barrel. The WTI contract 
for December, which expires on Friday, 
was up $0.02 at $41.76. Both bench-
marks are up more than 4% so far 
this week. “Concerns about demand, 
which have been weighing on prices 
since the spring, are now giving way 

to hopes of economic recovery, thanks 
in part to the imminent rollout of vac-
cines ...” Commerzbank said. Prices 
also found support from expectations 
the Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), Russia 
and other producers - a group known 
as OPEC+ - will delay a planned pro-
duction increase. The group, which 
meets on November 30 and December 
1, is looking at options to delay by at 
least three months from January the 
tapering of their 7.7 million barrels 
per day (bpd) cuts by around 2 million 

bpd. “An assumed rollover of current 
cuts by OPEC+ to Q1 2021 is probably 
in today’s price of $44/barrel,” Nordic 
bank SEB said. Oil prices were getting 
some support from signs of movement 
on a stimulus deal in Washington after 
US Senate Republican majority leader 
Mitch McConnell agreed to resume dis-
cussions on providing more Covid-19 
relief as cases surge across the United 
States. Oversupply concerns, however, 
continue to weigh as Libya has raised 
production to pre-blockade levels of 
1.25 million bpd. APP

MUZAFFARABAD 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief 

Minister Mahmood Khan called 
on Speaker National Assembly 
Asad Qaiser at Parliament House 
on Thursday and discussed China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) projects. Defence Minister 
Pervez Khattak and Energy 
Minister Omar Ayub were also 
present in the meeting. Chief 
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
briefed about the details of on-
going development projects in 
the province under CPEC. Chief 
Minister appreciated Speaker NA 
Asad Qaiser for his efforts in pro-
motion of trade with Afghanistan. 
Praising the public welfare pro-
jects in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Speaker Asad Qaiser said that 

the performance of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa government was 
commendable. He said that 
Pakistan was being considered 
a hub of economic activities due 
to its geographical importance 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will 
be the hub of these economic 
activities. He said that access to 
Central Asian countries through 
Afghanistan under the Economic 
Corridor would open new avenues 
for development and prosperity 
in the entire region. The Speaker 
said that completion of Rashkai 
Economic Zone project in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa under CPEC would 
prove to be a game changer pro-
ject for the whole country spe-
cially Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He 
said that early completion of this 
project of CPEC would provide 
ample job opportunities to the 
people. He said that the people of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa wanted the 
Rashkai economic zone project to 
be completed soon. He said that 
provision of energy and other fa-
cilities for industries should also 
be ensured so that industrial ac-
tivities could start in full swing.

COAS, Egyptian 
Ambassador discuss 

regional security 
situation 

China reiterates commit-
ment further deepening 

strategic ties with Pakistan
Islamabad

Egyptian Ambassador to Paki-
stan Tarek Mohamed Hussein 
Dahroug called on Chief of 
Army Staff General Qamar Ja-
ved Bajwa in Rawalpindi today 
(Friday). According to ISPR, 
regional security and coopera-
tion in all fields of defence and 
security were discussed dur-
ing the meeting. Speaking on 
the occasion, the Army Chief 
said Pakistan and Egypt enjoy 
brotherly relations. He em-
phasized the need for enhanc-
ing bilateral cooperation in all 
spheres. The Egyptian Ambas-
sador appreciated Pakistan’s 
efforts for regional peace and 
stability.  In another meet-
ing, Chinese Ambassador to 
Pakistan Nong Rong called on 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee General Nadeem 
Raza at Joint Staff Headquar-
ters in Rawalpindi. Matters 
related to geostrategic envi-
ronment and further strength-
ening of security and defense 
cooperation between the two 
countries were discussed dur-
ing the meeting. Both sides re-
affirmed the commitment that 
being ‘Iron Brothers’ and ‘All-
Weather’ friends, Pakistan and 
China would continue to forge 
deeper strategic ties. 

ISLAMABAD
The third committee of General Assembly which deals with 

range of social, humanitarian affairs and human rights issues 
that affect people all over the world has adopted a resolu-
tion on universal realization of the right of peoples to self-
determination by consensus. The resolution was proposed 
and tabled by Pakistan whereas 71 countries co-sponsored 
the resolution, says a press release received here today 
from New York. Statement by Ambassador Munir Akram, 
Permanent Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations, 
before Action on Resolution entitled: “Universal Realization of 
the Right of the Peoples to Self-Determination” during 75th 
Session of the UNGA Third Committee (Agenda Item-71) is 
below: On behalf of the Pakistan delegation and the co-spon-
sors of L.47, I have the privilege to introduce this draft reso-
lution entitled “Universal Realization of the Right of Peoples 
to Self-Determination”. The right to self-determination is a 
cardinal principle of the UN Charter. Article-I, paragraph-2 of 
the Charter. Article-II in both the international Conventions on 
political and economic and social rights also upholds the right 
of self-determination as a fundamental basis of all human 
rights and international law. General Assembly resolution 
1514, “the Declaration and the Granting of Independence to 
Colonial countries and peoples” states in Article-I that the 
“subjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and 
exploitation constitutes a denial of fundamental human rights, 
is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations and is an im-
pediment to the promotion of world peace and co-operation”. 
The Declaration of Principles of International Law Covering 
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States, adopted 
by this Assembly in 1970, also incorporated the right of self-

determination and crystallized its status as customary inter-
national law. Resolution 1514 states that “all armed action 
or repressive measures of all kinds directed against depend-
ent peoples shall cease in order to enable them to exercise 
peacefully and freely their right to complete independence…” 
General Assembly Resolution 2649 in operative paragraph 1 
“affirms the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples under colo-
nial and alien domination and recognizes their right to restore 
to themselves the right to self-determination by any means 
at their disposal”; In operative paragraph-2 “recognizes the 
right of people waging legitimate struggle against colonial 
and alien domination to seek and receive all kinds of moral 
and material assistance, in accordance with the resolutions of 
the United Nations and the spirit of the Charter of the United 
Nations”.  Several resolutions of the General Assembly. VoM

Third Committee adopted resolution tabled by 
Pakistan With consensus: Ambassador Munir Akram 

WILMINGTON
US President-elect Joe Biden on Thursday 

accused Donald Trump of brazenly dam-
aging democracy, as the incumbent’s cam-
paign to reverse his election loss through 
fraud claims was dealt another blow with a 
recount in Georgia. Trump was behind “in-
credibly damaging messages being sent to 
the rest of the world about how democracy 
functions,” Biden told reporters in his home 
state of Delaware. “It’s hard to fathom how 
this man thinks,” said Biden. “I’m confident 
he knows he hasn’t won, is not going to be 
able to win and we’re going to be sworn in 
January 20th.” Trump has refused to accept 
his loss on November 3, despite his oppo-
nent getting over six million more votes. 
Biden won the state-by-state Electoral 
College votes that ultimately decide who 
takes the White House by 306 to 232, flip-
ping five states that went to Trump four 
years ago. That includes Georgia, where 
a hand recount of its five million ballots 
confirmed Thursday that Biden is the first 
Democratic presidential candidate to win the 
southern state in almost three decades. The 
recount showed Biden had won by 12,284 
votes, according to figures posted on Georgia 

secretary of state Brad Raffensperger’s 
website — slightly fewer than the approxi-
mately 14,000 he originally led by. Trump 
campaign legal adviser Jenna Ellis attacked 
the outcome and pledged the campaign 
will “pursue all legal options.” After initially 
making baseless claims of widespread fraud, 
Trump has appeared to shift his strategy to 
asking states to overrule the will of voters. 
In Michigan, Trump placed a telephone call 
to a Republican on a once-obscure board 
who wants to withdraw her certification of 
the election result in a heavily Democratic 
county that includes majority-Black Detroit. 
“He was checking to make sure I was safe 
after seeing/hearing about the threats and 
doxxing,” Wayne County Board of Canvassers 
chairwoman Monica Palmer told the Detroit 
Free Press, referring to personal information 

posted about her on social media. Trump 
also reportedly invited Michigan Republican 
lawmakers to the White House, even as his 
campaign withdrew a federal lawsuit that 
asked the courts to block final certification 
of the state’s results. Biden won Michigan 
on November 3 by 155,000 votes, a margin 
of victory more than 10 times higher than 
Trump’s when he won the state in 2016. 
Asked about Trump’s calls with officials 
there, Biden said it was “another incident 
where he will go down in history as being 
one of the most irresponsible presidents in 
American history.” Republican senator Mitt 
Romney, a former presidential candidate and 
frequent Trump critic, accused the president 
of resorting to “overt pressure on state and 
local officials to subvert the will of the peo-
ple and overturn the election.” “It is difficult 
to imagine a worse, more undemocratic 
action by a sitting American president,” he 
said in the statement posted on Twitter late 
Thursday. Earlier Thursday Trump had dis-
patched his lawyer Rudy Giuliani to give a 
news conference where he read affidavits 
claiming fraudulent voter activity in multi-
ple states and said the campaign would file 
a new lawsuit in Georgia. Reuters

KABUL 
Prime Minister Imran Khan says Pakistan’s coastal 
line is feasible for urban constructions of interna-
tional standard and tourism as well as it has the 
capacity to create enormous opportunities for for-
eign investment. He was chairing a meeting of the 
working groups of Pakistan Island Development 
Authority and Ravi Urban Development Authority 
in Islamabad on Friday. The Prime Minister said 
Ravi City Project will not only help reduce popula-
tion pressure on big cities like Lahore, but also in-
troduce new dimensions of urban planning. He said 
big projects will have positive impact on country’s 
economy and lives of the common people. He said 
these projects will help develop local industry and 
create new job opportunities in the country. The 
Prime Minister was briefed that Ravi City and the 
urban centers on islands will be constructed in line 
with the principles of green city for the first time 
in the history of Pakistan. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan in another official commitment said that the 
government was fully determined to ensure rights 
of children, particularly inclusive development, 
education, healthcare, participation, dignity and 
security as envisaged in the United Nations Con-

vention. In his message on Universal Children’s Day, 
the Prime Minister said children were the most pre-
cious resource of any nation and the sole guaran-
tee for its future. He said Pakistan joined the world 
community in celebrating the Universal Children’s 
Day 2020, as an occasion to reaffirm commitment 
to the fundamental principles of its Constitution, 
United Nations Declaration of Human Rights and 
United Nations Convention. The Prime Minister 
mentioned that the government had initiated vari-
ous programmes to ensure protection of children’s 
rights in the country. He said a National Commis-
sion on the Rights of Child had been set up which 
monitors their rights situation in the country. Two 
Children, a girl and a boy have been given represen-
tation in the Commission. The Prime Minister said 
the Zainab Alert, Response and Recovery Act, 2020 
had been enacted for the protection of missing and 
abducted children. The Juvenile Justice System Act, 
2018 and ICT Child Protection Act, 2018 had been 
enacted to provide care and protection to children, 
he added. The manifesto of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf provided for enhanced focus on childhood 
nutrition, child-friendly learning environment, edu-

cating the children, promoting early screening and 
interaction for children with disabilities. He said 
the government had also initiated programmes 
like healthcare for all, transforming education and 
unleashing the potential of the youth. Moreover, 
the expansion of social safety net, providing clean 
drinking water and tackling climate change are also 
among the priority areas, Imran Khan said besides, 
a caring system for people with special needs was 
also being created. The rule of law and economic 
justice were being ensured by undertaking various 
measures,  He said the government was constantly 
monitoring the COVID-19 situation in the country 
and accordingly taking all possible appropriate 
measures in collaboration with provincial govern-
ments and development partners to mitigate its ad-
verse effects on people. He said the creation of a vi-
olence-free society and ending child abuse was one 
of the present Government’s priority areas among 
others as the future of Pakistan lied with the chil-
dren. The Prime Minister reaffirmed his pledge for 
protection of child rights in the country, enabling 
them to become productive members and citi-
zens of the society and the State respectively. VoM

Pakistan’s coastal belt holds immense potential vis-a-vis urban 
constructions of int’l standard & tourism: PM

The Prime Minister reaffirmed his pledge for protection of child rights in the country

Muslims are structurally 
marginalized in India: FM 

Indian flagrant violence 
martyred 900 children 

during last 31 years 
Islamabad

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
has said the recent statement of the head 
of Genocide Watch regarding genocide 
of Muslims in India is endorsement of 
Pakistan’s stance and viewpoint. In a 
statement on Friday, he said Pakistan 
has already expressed its concerns on 
the matter at the international forums. 
The Foreign Minister said situation is 
further deteriorating in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K). 
He said Muslims are being maltreated 
not only in the occupied territory but 
the entire India. Whatever happened in 
Gujarat and Delhi is before everybody. 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi said Pakistan 
has also presented irrefutable evidence 
regarding Indian involvement in acts of 
terrorism in Pakistan.  In Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K), 
Indian troops in their unabated acts of 
state terrorism have martyred over nine 
hundred children during the last thirty-
one years. A report released by the Re-
search Section of Kashmir Media Service 
on the occasion of the World Children 
Day, revealed that thousands of young 
school boys and girls were also injured 
by the pellets fired by Indian troops. The 
report said that the killing of civilians by 
the troops rendered thousands of chil-
dren orphaned in the territory during 
the period. It added that global commu-
nity must not forget the plight of IIOJ&K 
children on World Children’s Day. VoM



Saturday November 21, 2020

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Editor-in-Chief: Amna Malik
Editor: Muhammad Hassam

Assistant Editor:Syed Mushahid Naqvi
Phone: + 92 51 2814017 Offce # 407/408, 4th Floor, Evacuee 

Trust, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1 Islamabad

Indian Warfare 
Propaganda 

Fake news and information disarray is the essential antagonistic tool 
to wage fifth generation warfare utilized by both state and non-state 
actors. A most relatable example which fits in the propagandist shoes 
would be our nearby neighbor, India. India is notable for creating phony 
and symbolic triumphs to conceal its deficiencies and shortcomings. 
After ongoing reports concerning the Indian Army carrying Pinpoint 

airstrike in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir, the Indian Army has explained that no 
terminating or truce infringement has occurred. ANI quoted Indian Army Director 
General of Military Operations Lt Gen Paramjit Singh as saying, “Reports of Indian 
Army’s operation across the LoC are fake.”Prior, it was reported that the Indian 
Army put through “pinpoint strikes” or “airstrike” on presumed fear launch pads 
inside Pakistan-occupied Kashmir because of the Pakistani military’s unwavering 
endeavors to drive the most number of terrorists into India before the beginning 
of harsh winters. Reports also claimed that heavy damage was inflicted on the 
region of Pakistan-backed terror camps.None of it was true and no damage was 
made, Indian media as always reported rubbish and hoax. Such news does not 
pressurize Pakistan anymore because Pakistan as well as the entire world is aware 
of the forge news that Indian media always reports.Pakistan has always been 
cautioning the international community about the Indian government and Indian 
media’s aim to dispatch and launch false flag activities to redirect the world’s 
attention from its illicit activity of rescinding the IIOJK’s autonomy and human 
rights violations being committed by occupation powers in the disputed region.

Imran Khan visits 
Afghanistan

O n the invitation of President Ashraf Ghani, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan paid his maiden one day visit to Afghanistan. He 
was also accompanied by a foreign Minster and other delega-
tion members. The premier’s had tete-e-tetewith President 
Ashraf Ghani, followed with delegation-level talks. During 
the visit, Prime Minister reassures Pakistan’s unflinching 

assistance to ensure the perpetual peace of Afghanistan. Likewise, the 
Afghan president Ashraf Ghani also hailed Pakistan’s effort for peaceful cri-
sis mitigation. In sideline meetings, Pakistan’s Foreign Minister stated that 
the Afghanistan peace process is imperative for durable regional peace. His 
Afghan counterpart also acknowledged Pakistan’s input in shaping a con-
genial environment for bringing the stakeholders to the negotiation table. 
Both countries decided to further expand their collaboration to uproot the 
protracted violence. Prime Minister also proposed for inter-Intelligence co-
ordination for the crisis management. Adding further, Pakistan also extended 
full support in the rehabilitation of Afghanistan through diversifying coop-
eration. It has already played a significant role in the repatriation of Afghan 
refugees. Likewise viable support in terms of education and health sector 
uplifting the Afghans socio-economic development contours.Appraisal sug-
gests that the visit holds immense significance in shaping the bilateral rela-
tions in foreseeable future. As both nations are bounded with deep religious, 
cultural, and historic affinities- the constructive partnership in the various 
sphere will assist to avert the resentments and ambiguous configurations. 
The positive-sum approach enticed with mutual trust will pave the path for 
enduring multidimensional cooperation and partnership. Realistically, both 
Af-Pak relations aspires to expand the scope beyond the horizon of security 
dimensions.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Pakistan and Uzbekistan commuting together 
for better relations

T here is a famous proverb that, “In all the 
other parts of the world light descends 
upon earth,from holy Samarkand and 
Bukhara, it ascends”. How rightly it’s 
been said. It actually reflects the immense 
knowledge and cultural history of the 

country as well as of the people. Their geniuses and 
aptitudehas made this region the land of intellects.The 
historical background of Central Asia and particularly of 
Uzbekistan is nothing else but grandeur and opulence. 
Apart from the historical aspect the modern civilization 
of Uzbekistan has its own aura which is again nothing 
else but splendor and glamour with some special amal-
gamation of heritage.Pakistan and Uzbekistan have 28 
years long diplomatic relations but both the countries 
belong todeep rooted historical roots.The religious 
and cultural affinity is also one of the reasons for the 
close relationship between the both countries. At in-
ternational and regional level Pakistan and Uzbekistan 
are cooperating with each other. Strategic location of 
both the countries makes them indispensible for co-
operation. The multicultural architecture of Tashkent, 
Samarkand, Bukhara and Khiva reveals the ancient and 
varied nature of the country’s historical heritage. This 

also shows their fondness for construction and other 
related activities.Uzbekistan has noteworthy stocks of 
construction materialsdeposits of a building stone, 76 
- sand-gravel materials, 198 - brick and tile raw materi-
als, and also limestone, building sand, plaster, haydite, 
chalk, talc, etc. The enterprises of the industry of the 
construction materials, incorporated in joint-stock 
company “Uzstroymaterialy”, provide construction 
objects with all kinds of materials: cement, lime, plas-
ter, walling, roofing, finishing materials (glass, marble 
and granite plates), sanitary ceramics, waterproofing 
materials - all more than 100 kinds of basic construc-
tion products. The enterprises and the organizations 
specialized on manufacture of construction materi-
als, products and designs are exempted from customs 
payments (except for fees for customs registrations), 
at import of the equipment and utilities for their pro-
duction. The additional factor of promoting increase of 
consumption of construction materials, especially con-
struction brick, is the exhilaration of rebuilding in the 
Republics of the Central Asia. Pakistan can get benefits 
by thisflourishing industry.The building material supply 
to Pakistan can further open a door for better trade and 
investment opportunities. This is not merely the area 
in which relations can further be developed but can 
certainly play a pivotal role in enhancing trade activi-
ties. There are many areas which needs some special 
attention in order to expand already existing economic 
cooperation between the both countries. Fortunately 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan share comparable observation 
on foremost regional and international issues, there-
fore they work togetherintimately on multilateral fo-

rums including United Nations, Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), Economic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO) and Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). 
The regular high level visits from both the sides also 
show the longing of both the countries to enhanceas-
sistance and association in a variety ofacknowledged 
fields.The issue of direct linkage between Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan remained one of the major issues when it 
comes to transportation. This issue was resolved when 
the direct flights recommenced their operations from 
Tashkent to Lahore in April 2017. After the continua-
tion of the flights, to everyone’s revelation and amaze-
ment, at the very first month, there were more than 
2000 visitors from both the countries. These were the 
initial figures which are growing constantly. The whims 
of the people from both the countries can be seen easily 
after analyzing these numbers.Enhancing partnership 
is the utter desire which can onlybe materialized by 
regulating people to people contact. Pakistan is strug-
gling hard to enhance the per-acre yield of the cotton 
and by employing these new techniques this purpose 
can be attained. Uzbekistan being the leading cotton 
producing economy is having high valued and mecha-
nized agriculture machinery. This particular benefit can 
be an advantage for the farmers in Pakistan.

‘The Masked Singer’: Season 4 Clues, Spoilers and Our Best Guesses at Secret Identities
BEVERLY HILLS

Get out your magnifying glasses, flip open 
your notebooks and bring up a new Google 
tab, detectives, because the eighth episode 
of The Masked Singer season 4 just dropped 
some huge clues.We’re here to break down all 
the fresh new hints, dish on the fun spoilers 
and collect all the clues about the hidden cel-
ebs’ secret identities after The Seahorse, The 
Serpent, Whatchamacallit and The Crocodile 
battled it out for their place in the Super Six! 
We’re also here to keep track of everyone 
who’s been unmasked, just like we did for 
season 1, for season 2, and again for season 
3 (where we nailed nearly every prediction).
From hints buried deep in the show’s various 
clue packages throughout the season, to some 
of the internet’s best guesses and aggregated 
deductions, we’re compiling a comprehensive 
breakdown of every piece of evidence to try 
and crack the case of who’s under each elabo-
rate mask.As more stars are unmasked as the 
season progresses, ET will update this master 
list with new clues and theories about the ce-
lebrity inside each costume. For now, here’s 
a look at what we know thus far (if anything) 
about each season 4 character! The Internet’s 
Most Popular Guesses: Emeril Lagasse, Kevin 
Smith, Hector ElizondoOut Best Guess: Weirdly, 
it feels like Martin Short could honestly, be a 
good choice! Although it might just be Ken’s 
desire for it TO BE Martin Short and we’ve 
been brainwashed into agreeing.

Engineers Move Forward with SLS Green 
Run Testing, Valve Repair Complete

LONDON
Over the weekend, engineers at 

NASA’s Stennis Space Center near 
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, success-
fully repaired a valve inside the core 
stage of the agency’s Space Launch 
System (SLS) rocket. The team de-
signed an innovative tool to remove 
and replace the valve’s faulty clutch 
while the core stage remained in the 
B-2 test stand, and without removing 
the entire valve. Subsequent testing of 
the repaired valve confirmed that the 
system is operating as intended.This 
week, the team is preparing for the 

seventh Green Run test, called the wet 
dress rehearsal, when the stage will be 
loaded with cryogenic, or super-cold, 
propellant for the first time. NASA is 
now targeting the week of Dec. 7 for 
the wet dress rehearsal and the week of 
Dec. 21 for the hot fire test. During the 
hot fire test, all four engines will fire 
to simulate the stage’s operation dur-
ing launch. The Green Run test series 
is a comprehensive test of the rocket’s 
core stage before it launches Artemis 
missions to the Moon. NASA remains on 
track to launch Artemis I by November 
2021.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan 
Rashid Meredov had a meeting via videocon-
ference with the Director-General of the UN 
Office at Geneva, Secretary-General of the 
Conference on Disarmament Tatiana Valovaya. 
During the meeting, the sides stressed the 
high level of long-term cooperation between 
Turkmenistan and the United Nations in vari-
ous areas. It was noted that this partnership 
is being replenished with new content in ac-
cordance with new realities and challenges. 
It was noted that Turkmenistan actively cooper-
ates not only with the headquarters, but also with 
the regional offices of the UN. Effective contacts 
continue with the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR), the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and others. 
During the meeting, the parties expressed in-
terest in promoting joint work aimed at achiev-

ing global security and stability, human rights 
protection, environmental and energy security. 
Cooperation to overcome the coronavirus pan-
demic and its socio-economic consequences 
was especially discussed. It was emphasized 
that Turkmenistan supports the coordinated 
efforts of the international community to com-
bat COVID-19, in particular through close co-
operation with the World Health Organization, 
which is also headquartered in Geneva. In 
this context, it was noted that Turkmenistan, 
within the framework of the 75th session of 
the General Assembly, proposes to consider the 
development and establishment of relevant in-
ternational instruments in the field of health. 
The parties expressed their hope for continued 
effective cooperation for the benefit of all peoples. 
Turkmenistan supports the processes 
of non-proliferation and disarmament 
During the videoconference with the Director-
General of the United Nations Office at 
Geneva, Secretary-General of the Conference 
on Disarmament Tatiana Valovaya, Foreign 

Minister of Turkmenistan noted the impor-
tance of strengthening international coopera-
tion for the attainment of overall security and 
reiterated the interest of Turkmenistan in the 
promotion of the Single Concept of Security.  
In the framework of its neutral status, 
Turkmenistan is ready to contribute to the inter-
national efforts on advancing the negotiations on 
non-proliferation and disarmament. Being a part 
of the fundamental treaties and conventions of the 
UN, including the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons and the Comprehensive 
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, Turkmenistan 
stands for the advancement of the Treaty on 
a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in Central Asia. 
It was stated that upon the initiative of 
Turkmenistan and with the assistance of the UN 
in June 2010, Ashgabat hosted the International 
Conference on disarmament in Central Asia and 
Caspian Basin. In this context, the proposal of the 
Turkmen side on the establishment of perma-
nently functioning platform for political dialogue 
on disarmament issues in the region was voiced.

Turkmenistan vows extended coperation with UN organs for global crisis management

November-21-1877

Edison stumbled on one of his 
great inventions—the phono-
graph—while working on a 
way to record telephone com-
munication at his laboratory 
in Menlo Park, New Jersey. His 

work led him to experiment with a sty-
lus on a tinfoil cylinder, which, to his sur-
prise, played back the short song he had 
recorded, “MARY HAD A LITTLE LAMB”. 
Public demonstrations of the phonograph 
made the Yankee inventor world famous, 
and he was dubbed the “Wizard of Menlo 
Park.”Edison set aside this invention in 
1878 to work on the incandescent light 
bulb, and other inventors moved forward 
to improve on the phonograph. In 1887, 
Edison resumed work on the device, using 
the wax-cylinder technique developed by 
Charles Tainter. Although initially used 
as a dictating machine, the phonograph 
proved to be a popular tool for enter-
tainment, and in 1906 Edison unveiled 
a series of musical and theatrical selec-
tions to the public through his National 

Phonograph Company. Continuing to im-
prove on models and cylinders over the 
years, the Edison Disc Phonograph de-
buted in 1912 with the aim of competing 
in the popular record market. Edison’s 
discs offered superior sound quality but 
were not compatible with other popular 

disc players.During the 1920s, the early 
record business suffered with the growth 
of radio, and in 1929 recording produc-
tion at Edison ceased forever. Edison, who 
acquired an astounding 1,093 patents in 
his 84 years, died in 1931.

Thomas Edison announces his invention of the phonograph
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Olivia Culpo undergoes sur-
gery to treat endometriosis

NEWYORK
Beauty queen Olivia Culpo has undergone sur-
gery for endometriosis a year after being di-
agnosed with the painful condition.Nick Jonas’ 
ex took to social media on Thursday to detail 
her three-hour-long procedure with a series 
of photos from the hospital.“Yesterday I had 
surgery for my endometriosis,” she wrote on 
Instagram. “Not a very glamorous post but I 
felt like I needed to share this to create more 
awareness around this disease.“Endometriosis 
is a condition where tissue from the uterine 
lining decides to grow in other random parts 
of your body, causing pain. This can interfere 
with fertility and overall health and honestly 
- happiness... I have been in agony for years 
around my period and I was misdiagnosed 
countless times by doctors.”Olivia went on the 
explain medics prescribed painkillers and rest 
until one realised her health issues were so 
much more than bad periods.“I know a lot of 
people out there in the Endo community are 
familiar with these diagnoses which is why 
I am so passionate about this,” she added. 
“Painful periods are not normal!!! I want to say 
thank you to @drvilasagar_endosurgeon and 
the amazing hospital staff at @atriumhealth 
who took care of me. You guys were literally 
angels to me and I am so grateful.VoM

Kate Spade Blessed Friday 
will have Kate Middleton

 NEW YORK
You might want to take a seat for this one - Kate 
Middleton and Holly Willoughby’s favourite 
dress label (and home to the most fun accesso-
ries) Kate Spade is having an EPIC Black Friday 
sale - and it’s live NOW!The fun-filled fashion 
label is offering a massive 25% off the entire 
site, including dresses, bags, accessories, knit-
wear and the most fun Christmas gifts.Who can 
forget Kate’s chic floral and floaty Kate Spade 
dress, worn in 2017 to a charity event? It was 
one of her most-talked about looks of the year, 
and we LOVED it. While the dress is no longer 
for sale, we could definitely see Kate rocking this 
rose print smock dress with opaque tights and 
heels. The shape is so Kate 2020! Kate’s not the 
only Middleton to wear Kate Spade - little sis-
ter Pippa Middleton does too. In fact, one of her 
go-to bags is the Nicola Twistlock shoulder bag, 
a chic, classic bag that’s full of fun too, with its 
cheeky signature and spade hardware. Pippa has 
carried the bag in both black and a deep green, 
but it also comes in lilac, lemon, dove grey and 
blush too, as well as mini crossbody versions. 
Adorable!. There’s even money off the gorgeous 
retro print shirt dress Holly Willoughby wore 
earlier this year on This Morning.VoM

 I’m so lucky to be dating 
Nicola: Brooklyn 

LONDON
The 21-year-old aspiring photographer is set 
to tie the knot with Nicola - whom he has been 
dating since October 2019 - and on Thursday 
(19.11.20), he took to his Instagram story to gush 
over his future spouse in a sweet post.Sharing a 
picture of himself placing a kiss on Nicola’s cheek, 
he wrote: “My gorgeous girl [heart emoji] I am the 
luckiest person on this planet to have you by my 
side [heart emoji] I love u (sic)”The post comes 
after Brooklyn marked his one-year anniversary 
with Nicola on October 29, when he said he “can’t 
wait” to “start a family” with the actress.He wrote 
on Instagram: “happy 1 year anniversary baby. 
I’m the luckiest person to have you by my side 
x I can not wait to grow old with you and start a 
family with you. love you so much. (sic)”Nicola, 
25, also took to Instagram to post her own tribute, 
in which she called herself the “luckiest girl in the 
world”.She wrote: “happy anniversary to the love 
of my life. i am the luckiest girl in the world to get 
to be by your side through it all.VoM

Bureau Reuter
LONDON

Pep Guardiola has ended speculation over 
his Manchester City future after signing 
a new two-year contract extension on 
Thursday.Guardiola was due to be out of 
contract at the end of this season and it 
had been suggested the Spaniard might be 
ready to leave City.But the 49-year-old has 

now agreed to stay at the Etihad Stadium 
until at least 2023.“Manchester City are 
pleased to announce that Pep Guardiola 
has signed a new two-year deal with the 
club,” a statement on City’s website said.
Former Barcelona and Bayern Munich 
boss Guardiola is midway through his 
fifth campaign with the Premier League 
and his new deal will extend what is 

already his longest stay at any club.
He has won two Premier League titles, three 
League Cups and the FA Cup with City, al-
though winning the club’s first Champions 
League crown has proved elusive so far.
“Ever since I arrived at Manchester 
City I have been made to feel so wel-
come in the club and in the city itself 
— from the players, the staff, the sup-
porters, the people of Manchester and 
the chairman and owner,” Guardiola said.
“Since then we have achieved a 
great deal together, scored goals, 
won games and trophies, and we 
are all very proud of that success.
“Having that kind of support is the 
best thing any manager can have. I 
have everything I could possibly want 
to do my job well and I am humbled 
by the confidence the owner, chair-
man, Ferran (Soriano) and Txiki 
(Begiristain) have shown in me to con-
tinue for two more years after this season.

Staff Report
CAPE TOWN

A second unnamed member of the 
South Africa squad preparing to face 
England in a six-match home limited 
overs series has tested positive for 
COVID-19, officials said on Friday.
The player has been moved away 
from the hotel where both teams are 
staying and placed in isolation, while 
an intra-squad match scheduled for 
Saturday has been cancelled.“Cricket 
South Africa would like to reiter-
ate that it will not release names of 
affected players because of doctor-
patient confidentiality,” a statement 
said.The positive result came from 
a second round of testing conducted 
ahead of the series, South Africa’s first 
international cricket for eight months.
In the first round of testing ahead of 
the camp, another unnamed player 

returned a positive test and he, along 
with two team mates he was in close 
contact with, were moved into isola-
tion.England’s round of testing con-
ducted on their arrival in Cape Town 

revealed no positive results.The teams 
will play three Twenty20 matches and 
three One-Day Internationals between 
Nov. 27 and Dec. 9, starting with the 
shortest format.

Benchmark index dips 353.52 
points to settle at 40,187.18

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Stocks struggled to find a floor on Friday 
as sell-off resumed on lockdown worries 
after Thursday’s brief respite.Bears got 
control of the market and the KSE-100 
index endured another round of battering, 
diving over 400 points in intraday trading.
Stocks lost ground in the wake of lockdown 
fears, which dented investors’ sentiment. 
The sell-off intensified in the second ses-
sion despite a rise in global equities and 
oil markets.Investors were also wary ahead 
of the monetary policy announcement by 
the State Bank of Pakistan on Monday next 
week.Though the index stayed in the green 
for a brief period in the first session, it 
failed to advance further and succumbed 
to selling pressure in the second session, 
sparked by news that the government was 
going to impose smart lockdowns.The mar-
ket recovered some of the losses recorded 
during the day and closed down by over 
350 points.At close, the benchmark KSE-
100 index recorded a decrease of 353.52 
points, or 0.87%, to settle at 40,187.18 
points.Arif Habib Limited, in its report, 

stated that the market took a negative turn 
with a drop of 414 points during the day 
and closed lower by 353 points.“Selling 
pressure built up in bank and cement stocks 
for reasons next week would be a rollo-
ver week and the government imposed a 
smart lockdown in areas where coronavirus 
cases were increasing,” it said. “Moreover, 
the central bank is due to announce mon-
etary policy on Monday.”Exploration and 
production stocks bit the dust, although 
international crude oil prices were up 
and trading positive.Sectors contribut-
ing to the performance included banks 
(-91 points), cement (-63 points), invest-
ment banks (-52 points), technology (-38 
points) and oil and gas marketing (-30 
points).Individually, stocks that contributed 
positively to the index included Interloop 
(+7 points), Millat Tractors (+5 points), 
Unity Foods (+4 points), Nishat Mills (+4 
points) and Philip Morris (+4 points).Stocks 
that contributed negatively were Dawood 
Hercules (-51 points), UBL (-29 points), 
Lucky Cement (-26 points), TRG Pakistan 
(-23 points) and Bank Alfalah (-18 points).
Overall, trading volumes edged up to 189.9 
million shares compared with Thursday’s 
tally of 188.6 million. The value of shares 
traded during the day was Rs7.6 billion.

Shares of 380 companies were traded. At 
the end of the day, 107 stocks closed higher, 
256 declined and 17 remained unchanged.
Unity Foods was the volume leader with 
39.7 million shares, gaining Rs0.39 to close 
at Rs23.72. It was followed by TRG Pakistan 
with 14.2 million shares, losing Rs2.21 to 
close at Rs53.54 and Maple Leaf Cement 
with 10.1 million shares, losing Rs1.39 to 
close at Rs38.66.Foreign institutional in-
vestors were net sellers of Rs93.41 million 
worth of shares during the trading session, 
according to data compiled by the National 
Clearing Company of Pakistan.

Bureau Report
LONDON

Dubai-based carrier Emirates is gearing up 
to distribute COVID-19 vaccines as pharma 
companies mobilize for the challenging logis-
tics of delivering them to users.It comes as air-
lines have warned that continuing travel curbs 
could potentially slow the distribution of the 
vaccines because of the high proportion of air 
cargo transported in the bellies of passenger 
planes.As one of the big “super connector” 
hubs of global travel, Dubai and its airline may 
play an important role in the months ahead as 
the new COVID-19 vaccines move into mass 

production.“In the scenario where a COVID-19 
vaccine would have to be stored at extremely 
low temperatures, vaccine manufacturers will 
include passive packaging incorporating dry 
ice in order to maintain the vaccines at the 
required temperature,” an Emirates SkyCargo 
spokesperson told.“At our dedicated GDP certi-
fied COVID-19 airside hub in Dubai, we would 
be able to provide value added services includ-
ing re-icing to help maintain the vaccines at 
the specified low temperature over a longer 
period of time.”Earlier, BioNTech CEO Uğur 
Şahin told said that the company, which has 
been working on a COVID-19 vaccine with 
Pfizer, will file paperwork for the emergency 
use of its vaccine with the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) on Friday. Şahin said he 
expected the approval process to be completed 
and distribution to begin before the end of the 
year.“I am confident that if everything goes 
well, and we have a very organized vaccine 
supply, that we could have a normal winter 
2021 — a normal summer and winter 2021,” 
said Şahin.Pfizer has said that a final analysis 

of the phase 3 trial of its coronavirus vaccine 
showed it was 95 percent effective in pre-
venting infections, even in older adults.Other 
major airline groups are also preparing for 
distribution of the planned new vaccines. Air 
France-KLM said this week that it was pre-
paring a test run to fly out dummy vaccine 
shipments from the KLM hub at Amsterdam-
Schiphol.Last year Emirates SkyCargo trans-
ported more than 75 million kilograms of 
pharmaceuticals on its aircraft.Since 2016, the 
carrier has invested heavily in developing EU 
GDP certified infrastructure for transporting 
pharmaceuticals and introduced a specialized 
product ‘Emirates Pharma’ with three tiers 
for transporting temperature sensitive phar-
maceuticals.Last month Emirates SkyCargo 
revealed plans to establish the world’s first 
dedicated airside cargo hub for the vaccine 
in Dubai. The air cargo carrier is setting up 
its Emirates SkyCentral DWC cargo terminal 
in Dubai South to serve as a dedicated hub 
for cold chain storage and distribution of the 
vaccine.

Emirates mobilize for COVID-19 vaccine airlift

Saudi fund raises 
ownership stake in 

ACWA Power to 50%
Bureaau Report

DUBAI
The Public Investment Fund, 

Saudi Arabia’s sovereign wealth 
fund, said on Thursday it has in-
creased its stake in ACWA Power 
to 50% from 33.6% as part of a 
move to support the renewable 
energy sector in Saudi Arabia.
ACWA Power is planning an ini-
tial public offering and leads a 
consortium that will build and 
operate renewable power-based 
utilities at Saudi Arabia’s flagship 
Red Sea tourism project.“We be-
lieve that ACWA Power will play 
a significant role in both driv-
ing and diversifying economic 
growth in the future — while 
also providing enduring com-
mercial return for the people of 
the kingdom,” the fund said in a 
statement.In June, ACWA Power’s 
chief executive had told Reuters 
the company expects to achieve 
its target of more than $10 billion 
in new investments this year, as 
the coronavirus pandemic had 
“minimal impact” on its projects.
The company, which had delayed 
its IPO plans two years ago, is 
still committed to a planned IPO, 
although execution will depend 
on the right timing and market 
conditions, Chief Executive Paddy 
Padmanathan said.The stake in-
crease by the PIF was expected 
after Yasir Al-Rumayyan, the 
head of Saudi PIF, said last year 
it planned to increase its stake 
in ACWA Power to 40% from 
29.28%.PIF, 

Bureau Report
London

The incoming Biden administration in 
Washington is set to herald a new chapter of 
trade ties between the US and the Gulf — as 
well as with the region’s largest economy.In 
recent days, many analysts have speculated 
over the differences between how a Biden 
and Trump-led US will interact with the oil-
exporting Gulf states and Saudi Arabia, the 
dominant regional economy.Yet while differ-
ent administrations have had different policy 
priorities in the region, the overall relation-
ship has remained strong over the decades. 
Generations of young Saudis have traveled to 
universities across the US, while generations of 
Americans have comes to work in the Kingdom 
— many of them employed in the key oil and 
petrochemical sectors.“Politically, the two sides 
see eye-to-eye on most regional and interna-
tional issues and that is expected to continue,” 
wrote Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg, GCC assistant 
secretary-general for political affairs and ne-
gotiation. “Energy cooperation is now more 
productive and equal, as the two sides sit on 
the same side of the table as major producers 
of oil and gas.”Indeed, both the Gulf and the US, 

an increasingly important supplier of shale oil 
to the world, have a vested and mutual inter-
est in ensuring oil market stability. This will 
become especially important in the year ahead 
as demand begins to recover with an expected 
pick-up in economic activity likely to follow in 
the wake of new vaccines.Beyond oil, the US 
has strengthened its trade position in the Arab 
world in recent years with data analyzed by 
the National US-Arab Chamber of Commerce 
(NUSACC), showing that exports of US goods 
to the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
rose in 2019 to $62.64 billion, up about 4 per-
cent on the previous year.It represented the 
first time since 2014 that US goods sales to 
the MENA region have rebounded.The UAE and 
Saudi Arabia remain the biggest destinations 
for US goods in the Arab world, according to US 
trade data. The pair accounted for more than 
half of total US goods exported to the MENA re-
gion last year. “After several years of declining 
sales to the MENA region, American goods ex-
ports rebounded in 2019,” said David Hamod, 
NUSACC’s president in a statement earlier 
this year. “This is great news for American 
manufacturers, farmers, ranchers, and other 
innovators, whose order books have suffered 

in major markets around the world. The Arab 
world continues to be a strong destination for 
US exporters.”The incoming Biden adminis-
tration follows a Trump presidency heavily 
defined by a trade war with China that has 
created collateral damage around the globe 
and including the Arab world.The hope of 
many states in the region that stand to lose 
from continuing tensions between these two 
great powers is that there will be of some kind 
of rapprochement that repairs the relationship 
between Beijing and Washington.But there has 
been no indication to date that there will be a 
dramatic change in the policy of aggressively 
addressing the trade gap with China.

US-Gulf trade ties set to begin new chapter

Bureau Report
Riyadah

A historic week for women’s golf in Saudi Arabia reached its 
climax when Danish star Emily Kristine Pedersen swept the 
team and individual honors on Thursday in the Saudi Ladies 
Team  International golf tournament.The double triumph 
allowed Pedersen to complete a grand slam following her 
victory last week in the Aramco Saudi Ladies International 
presented by Public Investment Fund.The 24-year-old Dane 
and her team of Michele Thomson (Scotland), Cassandra 
Hall (RSA) and amateur Matt Selby, competing under the 
corporate banner Golf Saudi 1, finished on 40-under total 
of 392 to win the three-day, 54-hole team competition at 
the Royal Greens Golf & Country Club.Enjoying a rich vein 
of form all week, Pedersen overcame a new women’s course 
record of 9-under 63 from Australia’s Stephanie Kyriacou 
in Thursday’s third round to clinch the individual title 
on 14-under 202 total by two shots after closing with a 
5-under 67 in a clean five-birdie card.Kyriacou carded 
five birdies in nines of 31-32 in a final-day charge that 
fell short as she ended up in a three-way tie for second 
with Dutchwoman Anne van Dam and Spain’s Luna Sobron 
Galmes on 12-under 200 total.The Australian’s 63 bettered 
the previous record of 65 shared earlier in the tournament 
by England’s Georgia Hall, Caroline Hedwall of  Sweden 
and Galmes. The awards ceremony took place near the 
18th green of the Royal Greens Golf & Country Club amid 
shimmering lights as the sun set on a superb day’s play.
Yasir Al-Rumayyan, chair of Saudi Golf Federation and Golf 
Saudi, said: “We could not be more proud. Congratulations 
to Emily Pedersen. Congratulations again to Team Pedersen. 
These were some great performances on tough conditions. 
I would like to thank the Ladies European Tour and all the 
members for being great partners.

KSE-100 retreats ahead of monetary policy

Man City boss Guardiola signs new contract

Pedersen claims grand slam with dual 
honors in Saudi Ladies Team InternationalSecond  Africa player Tested positive with COVID-19

 ahead of England series
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
Stocks were broadly lower and 
bond yields slipped on Friday on 
concern about dwindling stimulus 
in the United States and the eco-
nomic cost of rising COVID-19 in-
fections around the world. Hopes 
of a stimulus-led recovery faded 
after U.S. Treasury Secretary Ste-
ven Mnuchin said key COVID-19 
pandemic lending programs at the 
U.S. Federal Reserve to support 
businesses and local governments 
would expire by the end of 2020. 
Stocks had edged higher in Europe 
earlier. Around 1600 GMT, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average was 
down 123.46 points, or 0.42%, 
to 29,359.77 and the S&P 500 
had lost 10.19 points, or 0.28%, 
to 3,571.68. The tech-heavy Nas-
daq Composite had added 4.32 
points, or 0.04%, to 11,909.04. 
The benchmark 10-year Treasury 
yield was up 4/32 in price to yield 
0.8439%, from 0.855% late on 
Thursday. The rate had slipped 
earlier to its lowest level in 10 
days at 0.818%, before stabilizing 
in later trading. The dollar index 
fell 0.004%, with the euro down 
0.15% to $1.1855. The Japanese 

yen weakened 0.07% versus the 
greenback at 103.79 per dollar, 
while Sterling was last trading 
at $1.328, up 0.14% on the day. 
Mnuchin’s comments came after 
markets rose Thursday on hopes 
for further stimulus after U.S. 
Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer and Republican Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell decided 
to resume COVID-19 relief talks. 
FACTBOX-This is where the Fed’s 
emergency facilities stand. Fresh 
flare-ups in coronavirus cases 
also hurt sentiment, with Cali-
fornia announcing new curfews 
to try to fight surging infections, 
while Japan faces a third wave of 
the virus, and parts of Europe are 
already under recently renewed 
restrictions. The World Trade Or-
ganization said that while global 

trade in goods had rebounded in 
the third quarter from lockdowns, 
there would be a slowdown at the 
end of 2020. In a letter to U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve Chair Jerome Powell, 
Mnuchin said $455 billion allocat-
ed to Treasury under the CARES 
Act should be instead available 
for Congress to reallocate. Al-
though not used extensively, Fed 
officials felt the programs reas-
sured financial markets and in-
vestors that credit would remain 
available to help businesses, lo-
cal agencies and even non-profits 
through the pandemic. Mnuchin’s 
decision added to market anxiety 
about broader economic growth 
as data shows the early fast recov-
ery from a historic plunge in the 
U.S. economy is fading, with more 
than 10 million who had jobs in 
January still out of work. “The fact 
the market is able to resist to this 
extent means there is some sun 
ahead, driven by the fact that in 
the medium term economic ac-
tivity will accelerate and there 
is positive news on the vaccine,” 
François Savary, chief investment 
officer at Swiss wealth manager 
Prime Partners, said. Reuters

JERUSALEM 
It said 25 Special Forces soldiers had taken 
part in unlawful killings directly or as “ac-
cessories”, across 23 separate incidents. ADF 
chief Gen Angus Campbell said none of the 
incidents could be “described as being in the 
heat of battle”. “None were alleged to have 
occurred in circumstances in which the in-
tent of the perpetrator was unclear, confused 
or mistaken,” he told reporters on Thursday. 
Gen Campbell said there was alarming evi-
dence that some Special Air Service (SAS) 
soldiers had taken “the law into their own 
hands”. The office of Afghanistan’s President 
Ashraf Ghani said Mr Morrison had phoned 
to express his “deepest sorrow” over the 
findings. The country’s foreign ministry, 
quoted by AFP, said the incidents mentioned 
in the report were “unforgivable” but its 
publication was “an important step towards 
justice”. The Afghanistan Independent Hu-
man Rights Commission (AIHRC) welcomed 
the report but noted it had not established 
enough evidence to ensure criminal pros-
ecution. It said it was vital that this be sought 
and “adequate compensation” provided 
without delay. “Only through a series of in-
dependent inquiries will we uncover the 
true extent of this disregard for Afghan life, 
which normalised murder, and resulted in 
war crimes,” it said. Elaine Pearson, from 

Human Rights Watch, told the BBC: “This is 
a vindication - this is an acknowledgement 
that these crimes occurred.” Dr Crompvoets 
said she had faced “huge resistance” when 
her initial report was leaked but had now 
been proved right. “I was certainly criticised 
for being a female, a civilian, a feminist, that 
somehow I was trying to feminise defence,” 
she said. “It wasn’t about me not under-
standing what it’s like to be at war,” she 
added. “It was quite evident there were fun-
damental things that had gone wrong.” The 
defence chief’s language was as part of this 
story as the findings themselves. He started 
by apologising to the Afghan people for any 
wrongdoing, then told the Australian people 
they had the right to expect better from their 
special forces. He used words like shame-
ful, appalling and toxic when describing the 
actions of some troops and the culture in 
which they operated. And it wasn’t just that 

these alleged executions took place, it was 
the manner of impunity by which they hap-
pened. In fact, according to the report, there 
was an air of competitiveness within the 
special forces. One moment stood out in Gen 
Campbell’s address: when he described how 
some junior soldiers had allegedly been co-
erced to shoot unarmed civilians to get their 
“first kill” - a practice known as “blooding”. 
He said that weapons and radios had then 
been allegedly planted to support claims 
that the victims had been enemies killed in 
action. The public version of the report is 
highly redacted and we don’t know details 
of specific incidents or specific individuals. 
But it has been enough to make for very un-
comfortable reading for the military, the gov-
ernment and for the Australian public. Last 
week, Mr Morrison said a special investiga-
tor would be appointed to consider prosecu-
tions from information contained in the re-
port. Australian media reported that police 
investigations would be likely to take years, 
even before possible criminal trials. Gen 
Campbell said one SAS squadron had been 
shut down, and it was the ADF’s responsibil-
ity to “set things right”. The government said 
it would also establish an independent over-
sight panel to provide “accountability and 
transparency that sits outside of the ADF 
chain of command”. Reuters

RAWALPINDI
Advisor to the PM on Accountability Mirza 
Shahzad Akbar on Thursday said over Rs2.30 
billion were recovered in the anti-graft drive 
in Punjab in the last 27 months, around 532% 
higher than the amount retrieved in the last 
10 years. “The PTI-led Punjab government 
had made the Anti-Corruption Establishment 
[ACE] an autonomous institution and as a re-
sult of that, its performance has improved,” 
Akbar said at a news conference accompa-
nied by Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar. 
The adviser pointed out that only a sum of 
Rs430 million was recovered in the previ-
ous 10 years. He further revealed that state 
lands worth Rs181 billion was recovered in 
the last two years – an increase of 6,172% 
in comparison with just Rs2.6 billion in the 
previous 10 years. “The ACE remained under 
political influence during previous regimes. 
Its performance significantly improved now,” 
he added. The adviser said the people would 
be the direct beneficiaries of the recoveries 
made by ACE as the amount would be spent 
on Sehat Insaf Cards, Ehsaas programme 
and the anti-Covid-19 drive. “The mafia that 
used to benefit of such illegal activities would 
raise hue and cry over this drive,” he main-

tained. “The state and the people have first 
right over the state lands and Prime Minister 
Imran Khan had promised that they [mafia] 
would not get any NRO in the Centre or any 
province,” he added. Giving details, Akbar said 
6,474 complaints were received through the 
Report Corruption mobile app of the Punjab 
government of which 5,196 complaints had 
been addressed. The adviser maintained that 
action would be taken against every plun-
derer and it was not a party-specific activity. 
He added that besides criminal proceedings, 
fines would also be imposed on those who 
occupied the state lands and took different 
benefits. To another question, he said the PTI 
government believed in self-accountability 
and action would be taken against all those 
who had plundered national resources. To 
another query, he disclosed that the British 
government had been approached for the de-
portation of convicted former premier Nawaz 
Sharif as he was a fugitive. Speaking on the 
occasion, the Punjab CM said the PTI govern-
ment had reformed the ACE. “The government 
took action against the powerful mafia which 
snatched away public resources and kept the 
people deprived of even the basic resources 
during the last 30 years,” he added.  VoM

KABUL 
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) Chief Executive Officer 
Air Marshal Arshad Malik has assured that the financial re-
structuring of the national flag carrier is well on its way and 
things would be finalised soon. “We do have a few options 
to settle the mounting debt issue of PIA,” Malik said during 
his visit to the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industries 
(LCCI) on Thursday. “One of the options is to issue invest-
ment bonds; the other is debt-equity swap,” he said, adding, 
“The third option we have is that the government can take 
some of PIA’s assets against the loans to clear our balance 
sheet, which is already guaranteed by the government.” Ma-
lik stated that a final meeting is expected to be held within 
10 days and it is expected that this issue will be settled. 
The CEO said that despite the Covid-19 outbreak and other 
challenges, efforts for improvement have started yielding 
results. He highlighted that PIA’s revenue has increased and 
shown gross profit during the months of September and 
October. Shedding light on the losses incurred, he said the 
open sky policy has caused huge loss to PIA. “However, fi-
nancial restructuring of PIA is well on the way and would be 
finalised soon,” he added. The official further said the cargo 
space utilisation of the airline has been increased and Boe-
ing 777 aircraft can be used for cargo transportation. Malik 
said PIA is focusing on profitable routes based on demand 
prospects and commercial viability. He went on to say that 
unlike the past, all business decisions were now made col-

lectively and there was no political intervention. The CEO 
said that no planning or upgrade has been made in the 
past for in-flight entertainment and passengers’ comfort 
onboard and mentioned that a system is being planned for 
convenience of passengers during long flights. Talking about 
expanding international routes, Malik said that PIA is almost 
there for New York and Chicago route, but due to Covid-19 
and licensing issue, they are facing some delay. He further 
added that the company is also in talks with China, seek-
ing permission for some other major cities like Shanghai 
and Guangzhou. “Currently, Chinese authorities are allow-
ing PIA to fly to Beijing only,” he pointed out. Highlighting 
the fake license issue, the CEO said, “This is the duty of the 
regulator to fix such issues, we as an operator cannot fix 
such issues, however, we do highlight such matters.” VoM

10 million people would 
take benefit from approved 

supplementary grant for 
COVID19 vaccine:  ECC

ISLAMABAD
Ministry of Human Rights (MoHR) has con-
ducted second awareness session on the 
Zainab Alert app for imparting training on 
app’s mechanism to users through tutori-
als. The “Zainab Alert app ” is aimed to train 
parents, guardians and administrations to 
take timely action in case of any mishap 
with any child. It is our collective responsi-
bility to work for well-being of children and 
report without delay, if got the information 
of any missing child”, an official of MoHR told 
APP here on Friday. Zainab Alert app has 
been integrated with district police officers 
throughout the country. In Punjab it is inter-
linked to 36 district police officers, in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa to 33 and in Sindh to 50,  VoM

ISLSMABAD 
E c o n o m i c  C o o r d i n a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e 
has approved, in principle, a technical 
supplementary grant of 150 million dollars 
for purchase of COVID-19 vaccine.  The 
approval was given at a meeting of the ECC, 
chaired by Adviser on Finance and Revenue 
Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh in Islamabad today 
(Friday). The meeting was informed that 
it will be the first phase of procurement 
and the amount of vaccine will suffice 
for the most vulnerable five percent of 
population which are health workers and 
the population above the age of 65 years.
It briefed that around 10 million people 
would be provided a vaccine cover under 
the above arrangement. The Committee 
further directed the Ministry of National 
Health Services to discuss the proposal 
with World Bank and other donors in 
coordination with Economic Affairs Division 
so that they could assist in providing 
financial facility for the procurement of 
the vaccine during the first phase. The 
forum also directed the Ministry of National 
Health Services to draw a holistic proposal 
regarding the pricing and risk mitigation 
mechanism for the procurement of the 
COVID-19 vaccine for provision on a wider 
scale, in consultation with the relevant 
stake holders. ECC approved the request 
of the Economic Affairs Division to proceed 
with the formal request for availing the 
G-20 Debt Relief for the extended period 
i.e. January-June 2021; approval of the 
Federal Cabinet would be required for 
signing of  the bi lateral  debt  service 
suspension agreements. ECC also approved 
two technical supplementary grants for 
“Initiating the Process of Retrenchment 
of Pakistan Steel Mills Employees for 
an amount over 19.6 billion and Prime 
Minister’s Special Package to Implement 
SKILLS FOR ALL Strategy as Catalyst for 
TVET Sector Development in Pakistan 
for rupees 500 million. Over rupees 689 
million were also approved as budget re-
appropriation for National Information 
Technology Board for fulfilling its various 
requirements during the meeting. ECC was 
also briefed on the status of wheat import 
through Trade Corporation of Pakistan. VoM

MIRPUR     
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) President 
Sardar Masood Khan Thursday called upon 
the UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
to use his influence for the cessation of the 
massacre of innocent people in Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) 
and halt of illegal settlement of hundreds 
of thousands of Hindus in the disputed 
territory. Expressing his reaction over the 
ceasefire appeal made by the UN Secretary-
General to the people and groups involved 
in conflicts across the world, the president 
said the appeal for peace and tranquility 
without any reference to Kashmir was in-
complete and meaningless, AJK President 
Office said. “UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres must make an appeal to Indian 
occupation forces to stop killing Kashmiris 
in IIOJK. Without mentioning Kashmir, his 
call is incomplete,” Masood said. The presi-
dent said that eight million people of IIOJK 
have been besieged by about one million 
Indian troops for the last 14 months. On 
the one hand, they are facing repression of 
the Indian Army while on the other, they 

are fighting the pandemic of novel corona-
virus, and many of them are of the opinion 
that the repression of the Indian Army and 
the ill-treatment of the Indian government 
towards them was more disastrous and 
painful than coronavirus. He lamented that 
under the garb of coronavirus, the Indian 
Army was massacring the Kashmiri people 
in the occupied territory, youth are being 
incarcerated, and the Indian citizens are 
being granted domicile of Kashmir and 
are being settled in the homeland of the 
Kashmiri people. Sardar Masood Khan as-
serted that all this is being done to turn the 
Muslims into a minority in Kashmir and 
to eliminate the Islamic entity of the state 
once and for all. “The settlement of non-
Kashmiri subjects in the occupied territory 
not only negates the UN resolutions but 
under the Geneva Convention and other 
international laws, this is a war crime as 
well”, he said adding that being a custodian 
of peace and security as well as a human 
rights champion, it is obligatory for the 
United Nations particularly the Security 
Council and it’s Human Rights Council to in-

tervene and hold India accountable for vio-
lating international laws and stop it from 
the ethnic cleansing of Kashmiri people. 
Strongly condemning eviction of nomads 
of occupied Kashmir from their centuries-
old localities and destroying their mud 
houses, the state president said that this 
action Indian authorities were reminis-
cent of the campaign Hitler had launched 
against Romanis in the first half of the 20th 
century. “Like Hitler killed hundreds of 
thousands of Romanis (or Roma gypsies), 
Indian occupiers in IIOJK are going after 
Gujjar Muslims and Bakarwals (nomads). 
Occupation forces are demolishing their 
dhoks and baeks, temporary summer resi-
dences for them and livestock in pastures 
at heights,” Masood asserted. Terming lat-
est Indian move to hold elections of the 
so-called District Development Councils 
(DDCs) in IIOJK as a ruse, Masood said it 
is another attempt on the part of New 
Delhi to deceive the international commu-
nity and the Kashmiri people. He warned 
that those taking part in elections will en-
dorse Delhi’s colonial rule in IIOJK. VoM

AJK President cites UNSG’s call for peace sans Kashmir futile  
President urges António Guterres to use his influence for the cessation of the massacre of innocent 

people in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK)
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Fakhar Imam urges 
Pak-China cooperation 
strategy in agriculture 

sector
BEIJING

Agriculture sector forms an important theme of 
CPEC whereby an effective cooperation strategy 
between Pakistan and China can prove to be great-
ly beneficial for both countries. This was stated by 
Federal Minister for National Food Security and 
Research Syed Fakhar Imam in his remarks at a we-
binar on November 19, says a report published by 
China Economic Net. Agriculture sector in Pakistan 
is also an untapped potential market and industry 
where investment and partnership potentials are 
existing. For Pakistan specifically, dividends could 
come in the form of new export opportunities, 
improved technology, private investment flows 
and growth for local enterprises within the agri-
business sector, Syed added. Chinese Ambassador 
to Pakistan Nong Rong made an opening speech at 
the webinar and said that it is of great significance 
and timing as it focuses on seed industry, agricul-
tural product processing and agricultural invest-
ment. “We will facilitate Pakistani exports of cher-
ry, onion, potato and other agricultural products to 
China, actively promote the construction of foot-
and-mouth disease free zones and help Pakistan 
bring beef and mutton products into the Chinese 
market,” Nong told the webinar. Pakistani Ambas-
sador to China Moin ul Haque also addressed the 
event and said that Pakistan is a leading country 
in the production of wheat, cotton, rice, sugar-
cane, mangoes and milk. We are the fourth largest 
producer of milk. We also have a vibrant livestock 
sector, leather, meat and poultry production, he 
added. Fareena Mazhar, Secretary of Pakistani 
Board of Investment told the webinar that the nat-
ural resource endowments between Pakistan and 
China remain complementary, laying a solid basis 
for expanding cooperation and driving Pakistan’s 
agricultural progress through adopting advanced 
technologies in the future. Touching on the cotton 
yield difference between China and Pakistan with 
the similar planting area, Zhang Rui, Director of 
the Center for Molecular Biology of Crops at China 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, said that China 
has more advanced biological breeding technol-
ogy for cotton, high-quality cottonseed production 
technology, and high-yield and efficient cultiva-
tion and management techniques for cotton. With 
the theme “China-Pakistan Agricultural Technol-
ogy Cooperation and Prospects”, the webinar was 
jointly sponsored by China Economic Net, and the 
Institute of Peace and Diplomatic Studies under the 
guidance of the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan. VoM




