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When our interests matched, the 
Americans have been good to us, 
and when the interests differed, 

they wanted us to mold ourselves 
to them, which we refused.

President of Syria

Bashar al-Assad

Pakistan’s measures to uplift 
textile production lauded

‘Britain not ready for Brexit’

The Asian Telegraph

Training of former 
Khasadar & Levies 

personnel integrated 
into KP Police 

concludes
RAWALPINDI

In collaboration of Pakistan Army 
and Frontier Corps Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, the first phase of training 
of former Khasadar and Levies per-
sonnel integrated into the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Police has concluded. 
In the first phase, 4000 personnel 
integrated into the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Police. The personnel were 
trained about counter-terrorism, 
quick reaction force, policing, deal-
ing with IEDs and explosives, aware-
ness of modern equipment, physical 
fitness.

China issues new rules on foreign investment
Review mechanism 

announced on national 
security grounds

Bureau Reporter
Beijing

China published rules on 
Saturday for reviewing foreign 
investment on national secu-
rity grounds, potentially broad 
measures that it insisted did 
not amount to protectionism. 
The review system announced 
by the National Development 
a n d  Re fo r m  C o m m i s s i o n 
(NDRC) covers foreign invest-
ments in military sectors and 
the acquisition of controlling 
stakes in such sectors as en-
ergy, natural resources, agri-
culture, internet technology 
and financial services. “Only 
by tightening the fence against 
security risks can China lay 
the solid foundations for a 
new round of opening up that 
is broader, wider and deeper,” 
the commission said. This 

was in line with international 
practice and would help bal-
ance the economic benefits of 
further opening with the need 
to ensure national security, the 
NDRC said. The announcement 
came as US President Donald 
Trump ratcheted up tensions 
with China during his final 
weeks in office. Washington 
added dozens of Chinese com-
panies to a trade blacklist on 
Friday. Publishing the invest-
ment rules is “not protec-
tionism or backtracking from 

openingup policies,” the NDRC 
said, asserting that “opening 
up without protection is not 
sustainable.” Major econo-
mies like the United States, 
the European Union, Australia, 
Germany and Japan have es-
tablished or improved their 
review mechanisms on foreign 
investment in recent years, it 
added. The new system will 
establish a body dedicated to 
security reviews, headed by 
the NDRC and the Ministry of 
Commerce. Xinhua

BEIJING
The present government of Pakistan has taken 

special measures to further develop textile in-
dustry and recently announced lucrative energy 
package to help recuperate from the COVID-19 
shock was also commendable. These views 
were expressed by Cheng Xizhong, visiting 
professor at Southwest University of Political 
Science and Law said here on Sunday. Recently 
announced lucrative energy package to help tex-
tile industry with peak electricity rates, offers 
reduced tariffs on additional power consump-
tion and fixes power price at $ 0.07 a unit and 
gas tariff at $ 0.065 per MMBtu, Cheng, also a 
senior fellow of the Charhar Institute said in his 
article published by China Economic Net (CEN). 
He said the present government of Pakistan has 
taken special measures to gradually improve 
the business environment. In order to improve 
the sustainability of the development of the 
textile industry and have clear direction and 
objectives, All Pakistan Textile Mills Association 
(APTMA) is formulating a long-term develop-
ment strategy for the textile industry. It plans 
to attract $ 7 billion of investment in the next 
five years, so as to increase the export volume 
of textiles and clothing by 100% to $ 26 billion. 
Pakistan is the fourth largest cotton producer, 
the fourth largest textile producer and the 
twelfth largest textile exporter in the world. 
The textile industry is the most important pil-

lar industry and the largest export industry 
in Pakistan. In recent years, Pakistan’s textile 
industry has been plagued by insecurity, high 
operating costs, declining competitiveness 
and sluggish demand in the international mar-
ket. However, with the steady progress of the 
construction of the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), Pakistan’s textile industry and 
textile exports have a bright future, he added. 
According to his observation, Pakistan’s textile 
production and exports have the following 
main advantages. First, the industrial chain is 
relatively complete. Pakistan is one of the few 
textile countries in the world with the produc-
tion capacity of the whole industrial chain. At 
present, there are 1,221 cotton ginning mills, 
442 spinning mills, 124 large-scale textile and 
garment factories and 425 small-scale textile 
and garment factories in Pakistan. The annual 
production capacity of cotton yarn is about 11.3 
million spindles, with a total of 300,000 textile 
machines, 350,000 power looms and 18,000 
knitting machines. The annual cotton cloth 
production capacity is 5.2 billion square me-
ters, with a total of 700,000 industrial sewing 
machines. Pakistan’s annual cotton production 
is about 13 million bales, the annual output of 
man-made fiber is about 600,000 tons, and the 
annual output of terephthalic acid is 500,000 
tons. All these provide a solid foundation for 
the development of the textile industry. Xinhua

Pakistan summons senior 
Indian diplomat over 
ceasefire violations

ISLAMABAD 
Pakistan on Sunday summoned a senior Indi-
an diplomat to the foreign ministry for regis-
tering strong protest over ceasefire violations 
by the Indian occupation Forces along the 
Line of Control (LoC) Saturday. Due to indis-
criminate and unprovoked firing by the Indian 
occupation forces in Rakhchikri Sector of the 
LoC on December 19, a 25 year old Sagheera, 
daughter of Muhammad Haneef, resident of 
Akhori village, sustained serious injuries. 
According to Foreign Office spokesperson, 
Indian occupation forces along the LoC and 
the Working Boundary (WB) had been con-
tinuously targeting civilian populated areas 
with artillery fire, heavy-caliber mortars, and 
automatic weapons. In 2020, the Indian occu-
pation forces have carried out 3003 ceasefire 
violations to date, martyring 27 people and 
serious injuring 250 innocent civilians, he 
added. Condemning the deplorable targeting 
of innocent civilians by the Indian occupation 
forces, it was underscored that such sense-
less acts were in clear violation of the 2003 
Ceasefire Understanding, and also against all 
established humanitarian norms and profes-
sional military conduct. These egregious vio-
lations of international law reflect consistent 
Indian attempts to escalate the situation along 
the LoC and are a threat to regional peace and 
security. It was added that by raising tensions 
along the LoC and the WB, India could not 
divert attention from the grave human rights 
situation in the Indian Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IIOJK). The Indian side was 
called upon to respect the 2003 Ceasefire Un-
derstanding, investigate this and other such 
incidents of deliberate ceasefire violations 
and maintain peace along the LoC and the WB. 
The Indian side was also urged to allow the 
United Nations Military Observer Group in In-
dia and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) to play its man-
dated role as per the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) Resolutions.

ISLAMABAD
Minister for Federal Education and Professional 

Training Shafqat Mahmood, has directed to for-
mulate Pakistan Education Policy 2021 through 
a widespread consultative process. The step has 
been taken under the vision of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, as earlier Pakistan does not have 
an updated comprehensive educational policy to 
represent the country. Pakistan Education Policy 
2021 will ensure a national cohesion and har-
mony across religious and ethnic divides as well 
as capturing the divergence that is absolutely 
essential for the context of Pakistan. It will also 
nationally converge on key education aspects 
for standards, educational stages. primary, mid-
dle, high etc) system of exams and admissions, 
teacher management standards etc. This policy 
will ensure equity in education for all children and 
institutions across the country. In a post shared 
on twitter, the Minister said, while we have taken 
number of initiatives including Single National 
Curriculum (SNC) a formal education policy for 
country is necessary; so on my direction process 
has been started by Ministry of Federal Education 
and Professional Training which includes wide-
spread consultation. All suggestions welcome. 
Pakistan developed National Education Policy in 
2009 however shortly thereafter in April 2010, 
the constitution was amended and the subject of 
Education was fully devolved to the provinces. In 

September 2011, a Joint Declaration on Education 
was signed by the all Provinces and the areas. The 
joint declaration stated that the federal, provin-
cial and the area representatives declare that the 
National Education Policy 2009 subject to such 
adaptations as necessitated in view of 18th con-
stitutional amendment shall continue to be jointly 
owned national document. Ministry of Federal 
Education and Professional Training has written 
a letter to all provinces and the areas government 
to seek their input on key aspects of the policy 
convergence and the suggested topics which need 
to be covered in national policy document. The 
ministry also reaching out all other stakeholders, 
educationists, researchers, writers, academia and 
encouraging them to actively participate in this 
nationally importance responsibility. This national 
document will be finalized by the end of March 
2021. VoM

Education Minister directs to formulate 
Pakistan Education Policy 2021

British MPs warn country 
has not installed infrastruc-

ture to ensure transition
LONDON

Britain has not yet installed 
all the complex IT systems 
and port  infrastructure 
needed to ensure Brexit 
runs smoothly, a group of 
British MPs warned in a re-
port released Saturday. The 
Committee on the Future 
Re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e 
European Union, a cross-
party group of lawmakers, 
released the report after 
meeting Thursday online. 
The group said they were 
“concerned about the over-
all state of readiness” and 
warned that “some decisions 
on infrastructure have been 
taken too late”. The “early 
months.. .  are likely to be 
difficult”, the report said, 
echoing comments by Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, who 
conceded the switch to new 
rules “might be difficult 
at first”. “With just seven 

working days until the end 
of the transition period, sig-
nificant concerns remain,” 
said Hilary Benn, a promi-
nent Labour MP who chairs 
the committee. Britain left 
the EU in January but is in a 
standstill transition period 
until December 31, during 
which the bloc’s rules mostly 
still apply while trade talks 
are held. Deal or no deal, 
change is coming on January 
1, as Britain will leave the 
EU single market and cus-

toms union. But Benn said 
the government “still cannot 
provide business, traders 
and citizens with certainty 
about what will happen in 
all the areas affected by the 
negotiations”. The report 
criticised delayed delivery 
of IT systems in places such 
as ports, making it hard for 
businesses and traders to 
learn to use new government 
systems and update their 
inhouse technology by the 
yearend deadline. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister (PM) Imran Khan on Sunday once 
again reminded the international community of con-
tinuous Indian reckless behaviour and reiterated that 
if it conducted a false flag operation against Pakistan, 
it would confront a strong national Pakistani resolve 
with a befitting response at all levels. India’s deliber-
ate firing at Line of Control (LoC) on United Nations 
Military Observers Group in India and Pakistan (UN-
MOGIP) vehicle, despite clear United Nation (UN) 
markings and flying blue UN flag, showed India’s total 
disregard for all international norms of acceptable 
state behaviour and respect for international law and 
the UN, the PM tweeted. “In complete violation of int 
law, India’s delib firing at LoC on UNMOGIP vehicle, de-
spite clear UN markings & flying blue UN flag, shows 
India’s total disregard for all int norms of acceptable 
state behaviour & respect for int law & UN. Pak strong-
ly condemns this rogue behaviour,” he posted. In series 
of tweets, he said, “I am making absolutely clear to the 
int community that if India was to be reckless enough 
to conduct a false flag operation against Pakistan, it 
would confront a strong national Pakistani resolve & 
be given a befitting response at all levels of the threat. 
Make no mistake.” He further posted, “Already, in 2020 
alone, there have been 3000 Indian ceasefire violations 

along the LoC & Working Boundary, by unprovoked 
firing deliberately targeting civilians – resulting in 276 
casualties, of which 92 were women & 68 children. 
The Prime Minister said India would get a befitting re-
sponse at all levels of the threat if it conducts a false flag 
operation against Pakistan. The Prime Minister said in 
complete violation of international law, India’s deliber-
ate firing at LoC on UNMOGIP vehicle shows India’s 
total disregard for all international norms. Pakistan 
will refuse to recognize Israel until Palestinian rights 
are guaranteed, Prime Minister Imran Khan said. In 
a wide-ranging interview with a local TV news chan-
nel on Friday, the Pakistani leader said: “Pakistan is 
a democratic society — and our entire nation stands 
with the Palestinians.” Khan’s comments follow Israeli 
media reports this week that a “senior adviser to the 
leader of a large Muslim-majority country in Asia” had 
visited the Jewish state two weeks ago to discuss the 
potential normalization of relations. The reports were 
widely interpreted as a veiled reference to Pakistan. 
“We will never recognize Israel until the Palestinians 
get their rights,” Khan told a Samaa television inter-
viewer. “Why would anyone go from Pakistan when it’s 
our policy that we don’t recognize Israel?” he added. 
“What’s a minister going to do there? This is absolutely 

fake news.” Khan’s comments were broadcast hours 
after Pakistan’s Foreign Minister, Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, rejected reports the same day claiming Paki-
stan and Israeli officials had recently been in talks in 
Tel Aviv. Qureshi was speaking to press during a state 
visit to Abu Dhabi. On Wednesday, Zulfikar Bukhari, 
Khan’s special assistant for overseas Pakistanis, dis-
missed rumors that he had visited Israel after online 
reports of an alleged meeting went viral. But Khan 
hinted on Friday that Pakistan was not “free” to make 
its own foreign policy decisions. He also claimed India 
was behind the disinformation “campaign” against his 
government. Pakistan wants Israel to honor Palestin-
ians’ hopes for a state of their own. Palestinians want 
East Jerusalem as the capital of their future free state, 
a demand Pakistan has supported for decades. Ear-
lier this week, the head of the Pakistan Ulema Coun-
cil, Tahir Ashrafi, told Arab News the reports were 
an attempt to malign Pakistan in the Muslim world, 
and that Islamabad would not recognize Israel un-
til a just solution to the Palestine conflict was found. 
“It is the clear stance of Prime Minister Khan and his 
Cabinet,” Ashrafi said. “The state of Pakistan, includ-
ing our people, armed forces, institutions and govern-
ment, are on the same page regarding this issue.” VoM

Indian reckless behaviour, false flag operation to evoke befitting 
response: PM  

Pakistan talks on ties with Israel ‘fake news,’ says Imran Khan

Pakistan, UAE ties 
represent unique case 

in Arab-Asian relations: 
UAE FM

UNITED NATIONS
Foreign Minister of United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan said Paki-
stan-UAE close ties continued to strengthen over 
the past decades representing a unique case in 
Arab-Asian relations in the region. “The close re-
lations between the UAE and Pakistan have con-
tinued to strengthen over the past decades, and 
translated into multi-faceted cooperation, which 
represents a unique case in Arab-Asian relations 
in the region, as political relations between the 
UAE and Pakistan are based on a long history of 
joint action, trust, and respect,” the foreign min-
ister said. The mutual interests and visions of the 
two countries converged on issues of regional and 
international importance through the principles 
of tolerance, inclusiveness and an agenda based 
on development to ensure peace and stability in 
the region, he said. In a statement issued on Sat-
urday by the UAE foreign ministry following the 
conclusion of two-day visit of Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi to the Emirates, the UAE 
foreign minister affirmed the depth of bilateral re-
lations and recalled the keenness of the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan on the relations during 
the early stages of establishment. The discussion 
between the two foreign ministers encompassed 
ways to further enhance and strengthen joint co-
operation in various fields, consistent with the 
directives of the leadership of the two countries. 
Both sides discussed the challenges and repercus-
sions of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic and in-
vestment issues of mutual interest, and prospects 
for further joint cooperation to achieve aspirations 
of the two friendly countries and people. The two 
sides exchanged views on the latest develop-
ments in the region, and discussed regional and 
international issues of mutual concern and ways 
to coordinate responses on issues of interest. The 
UAE foreign minister affirmed depth of the distin-
guished relations between the two countries and 
showed keenness to enhance and develop further 
aspects of joint cooperation across all fields.VoM
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Anti-Rape Ordinance 
2020

T o control expanding rape incidents in the country, the government 
on Tuesday endorsed on a fundamental level two anti-rape ordi-
nances that “change the meaning of rape” and are pointed toward 
granting exemplary punishments to rapists, including chemical cas-
tration and hanging, however not out in the open. Ordinances are 
to be finalized in a week. According to the Human Rights Minister 

Dr Shireen Mazari Cabinet Committee on Disposal of Legislative Cases (CCLC) 
will finalize (the ordinances) and it would become operational within a few days. 
The Ordinance will incorporate an extensive meaning of rape, the foundation of 
special court across the country to expedite trial of rape cases on priority bases, 
anti-rape crisis cell which will be authorized to conduct medico-legal examination 
within six hours of the incident, security of victims and witnesses and disallow-
ance of two-finger test. A record will be set up at national level with assistance of 
National Database and Registration Authority to enroll the perpetrators of sexual 
maltreatment. The Ordinance precludes revealing of identity of rape victims and 
make it a culpable offense. The ordinances are of great importance and involve 
punitive actions against the rapists, it is forwarded to the law division for further 
improvement. The Initiative would fundamentally decrease the number of rape 
occurrences in the country by making deterrence against the offense in the soci-
ety. However, the legal fraternity has termed the proposed laws against rape and 
sexual abuse of women and children a gimmick and said mere legislation won’t 
solve the issue except if policing is improved and the prosecution is appropriately 
trained and implemented. The endorsement of the ordinances is a milestone ac-
complishment of the government by addressing one of the gravest issues of the 
society if implemented to the core.

Yemen Humanitarian 
Crisis

A mongst the poorest countries of the Middle Eastern region, 
Yemen remains war-torn and crushed by catastrophes. Life is 
a ‘waking nightmare’ for the people of Yemen. The country is 
teetering on the edge of complete collapse; civil war, attacks 
by jihadists, hunger crisis, lack of health facilities, corruption, 
and whatnot. Yemen’s dire social and economic conditions are 

the cause of a complicated political conflict. Since 2015, Saudi Arabia and The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) have led a coalition of states in Yemen against 
the Iran-backed Houthi forces. Consequently, these nations’ financial support 
has prolonged the conflict. 130, 000 Yemeni Civilians have been killed so far, 
according to a United Nations Development Program report. More than 24 
million people, around 80% of the population of Yemen need urgent humani-
tarian assistance and protection. Including 12 million children, whose lives 
are in despair. It is maybe the most perilous place on earth to be a child. The 
situation on the ground is a knot of emergencies pushing the nation to the 
edge of total collapse. The situation is predicted to deteriorate even further 
next year. According to the World Food Programme (WFP), UNICEF, and the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) more than half of Yemen’s popula-
tion risks slipping into “worsening levels of hunger” by mid-2021. Famine like 
conditions has just begun for some children. Also, there are a large number 
of guardians settling on the painful decision among food and medical care 
for their children. The country’s economy is destroyed, and families can no 
longer cope. Support systems and foundations from hospitals and schools, 
to water and sanitation frameworks, are on the very edge of a breakdown. A 
COVID-19 pandemic sweeping across the nation is making the affairs grim. 
Over the last few months, the UN agencies have struggled to improve living 
standards there due to a lack of funding. The COVID-19 pandemic is also 
hindering the UN agencies’ efforts, as vital water and sanitation supplies 
are becoming even scarcer. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Biden’s Middle East policy Dynamics

Amid escalated hostility and intensified 
geopolitical intrigue, the Middle Eastern 
quagmire takes another stride in the af-
termaths of Israel’s normalization drive 
in the region. With the political transi-
tion in the US, political pundits have 

already predicted a policy of “pragmatic rapproche-
ment” rather than “coercive interventionism” from the 
newly elected Biden administration to pursue its re-
gional multi-dimensional interests. Notwithstanding 
the assertion of the radical stance of Trump and over-
enthusiastic alliances with the allies in past, the US 
would keep on pushing its regional goals pragmati-
cally to rebuild its partnerships with Kurds, Turkey, 
and the Gulf States, along with the more “defensive” 
approach towards Iraq to uplift regional posture. 
Although Israel is amongst the most reliable allies 
in the region but might not enjoy the same lavage 
of virtually blind endorsement that its use to seek 
under the Trump Administration. Likewise, Regarding 
Israel- Palestine conflict, Biden will likely retrocede 
a two-state solution suffocating the pre-Trump nor-
mal of the Oslo paradigm- the framework, based on 
the 1993 and 1995 Oslo Accords that advocates for 
a two-state solution through bilateral negotiations 
mediated by the US. Adding further, the US would 

also reconcile with the Palestine Authority, seek their 
cause as well as preventing Israel from further settle-
ments. Nevertheless, the strategic partnership would 
not fade away as the US would continue to provide a 
security umbrella to Israel as well as supplying arms. 
As far as Israel’s normalization strategy is concerned, 
Biden would opt realistic approach vis-à-vis Israel’s 
realignment drive, as it also inadvertently promotes 
the US interests normalization of ties exerting pres-
sure on Iran that serves the US regional interests. 
Biden would look to further consolidate economic 
and trading relations with Israel. To have the solution 
for Syria, the US might coerce Israel not to breach 
the Syrian sovereignty which it repeatedly did during 
the Trump Era. In the context of Tehran-Washington 
bilateral ties, Iran will remain as the security concern 
for Biden, however, instead of confrontation, recon-
ciliation with Iran would be preferred. The policy 
of maximum pressure initiated by Trump would be 
revamped. Furthermore, the Biden administration 
would try to contain Iran’s regional sphere of influ-
ence. In an op-ed in September, Biden said as presi-
dent he would “make an unshakeable commitment to 
preventing Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon.” He 
argued the best way to achieve that was for the U.S. to 
re-enter the deal. “I will offer Tehran a credible path 
back to diplomacy. If Iran returns to strict compliance 
with the nuclear deal, the US would rejoin the agree-
ment as a starting point for follow-on negotiations,” 
likewise, the Iranian Foreign Minister also vowed to 
rejoin the nuclear deal, given the condition if the US 
lifts embargos. Thus, it depicts both contending actors 
sought to reconsider the prior status of the nuclear 
deal as favorable. Return to the JCPOA is pretty much 
on the cards but the accurate answer is not possible 

due to two reasons - whether the US would return to 
JCPOA unconditionally or put some conditions while 
the second is whether the Iranian officials would 
agree to trust the US once again especially when 
the 2020 Parliamentary Elections have been won by 
hardliners. The Trump unilateral Withdrawal from 
the nuclear deal irked the remaining P5+1 member 
states who were part of the deal. The restoration 
of the deal will assist to reengage all the respective 
members concerning the Iranian nuclear deal. Iraq 
would remain the contentious issue between the US 
and Iran – a continuation of policy. Re-entering the 
Iran nuclear deal would “obviously hurt” the Israeli 
leaders politically. It is important to see the trajectory 
of KSA-US ties under the Biden administration, the 
leader-to-leader personal ties, which MBS enjoyed 
with Trump might not be possible with Biden –as 
Washington vows institutionalized mechanism pref-
erence. It is pertinent to highlight that the issues of 
Human Rights and the Yemen War would be the key 
factors in US-KSA relations. Biden may push KSA to 
stop its offensive in Yemen.

Melissa Leong looks amazing on AACTA Awards red carpet
LONDON

MasterChef favourite Melissa Leong stole 
the show on Monday’s AACTA Awards red car-
pet, wearing a plunging black dress complete 
with a daring hip-high split.The TV judge’s 
dress and pose were reminiscent of perhaps 
the most famous thigh-split in recent years 
– Angelina Jolie’s much-memed look at the 
2012 Academy Awards. Leong has emerged as 
a breakout TV star since she and fellow new 
judges Andy Allen and Jock Zonfrillo took over 
the reins of MasterChef earlier this year. Last 
month she was crowned Who’s Sexiest Person 
of 2020, appearing in a glam cover shoot for 
the mag. Elsewhere on the red carpet, held 
at The Star in Sydney: Acid-tongued come-
dian Tom Gleeson hosted the event, opening 
proceedings with a monologue taking aim 
at some of Australia’s most controversial 
celebrities.“(Pete Evans) was dropped from 
I’m A Celebrity … Get Me Out Of Here. It’s a 
missed opportunity for Channel 10 though, 
the first challenge could have been ‘try this 
vaccination’ … or ‘stand under this 5G tower’ 
… or ‘be credible’,” he said.Over two ceremo-
nies on Monday, Shannon Murphy’s drama film 
Babyteeth and ABC TV miniseries Stateless 
won the top honours in their categories as 
well as all four acting categories plus screen-
writing and directing prizes.Stateless won the 
TV miniseries award as well as Lead Actress 
for Yvonne Strahovski, Lead Actor for Fayssal 
Bazzi, Supporting Actor for Darren Gilshenan 
and Supporting Actress for Cate Blanchett, 

plus Best Direction of a TV or SVOD Miniseries 
for Emma Freeman and Best Screenplay for 
Elise McCredie.Babyteeth won Best Film, Best 
Director for Murphy, Best Screenplay for Rita 

Kalnejais, Lead Actress for Eliza Scanlen, Lead 
Actor for Toby Wallace, Supporting Actress 
for Essie Davis and Supporting Actor for Ben 
Mendelsohn.

The ‘Great’ Conjunction of Jupiter and 
Saturn

CALIFORNIA
Skywatchers are in for an end-of-year 

treat. What has become known popularly 
as the “Christmas Star” is an especially vi-
brant planetary conjunction easily visible 
in the evening sky over the next two weeks 
as the bright planets Jupiter and Saturn 
come together, culminating on the night of 
Dec. 21.In 1610, Italian astronomer Galileo 
Galilei pointed his telescope to the night 
sky, discovering the four moons of Jupiter – 
Io, Europa, Ganymede, and Callisto. In that 
same year, Galileo also discovered a strange 
oval surrounding Saturn, which later obser-
vations determined to be its rings. These dis-
coveries changed how people understood 
the far reaches of our solar system.Thirteen 
years later, in 1623, the solar system’s two 
giant planets, Jupiter and Saturn, traveled 
together across the sky. Jupiter caught up to 
and passed Saturn, in an astronomical event 
known as a “Great Conjunction.”  “You can 
imagine the solar system to be a racetrack, 
with each of the planets as a runner in their 
own lane and the Earth toward the center of 
the stadium,” said Henry Throop, astrono-
mer in the Planetary Science Division at 
NASA Headquarters in Washington. “From 
our vantage point, we’ll be able to be to 
see Jupiter on the inside lane, approaching 

Saturn all month and finally overtaking it 
on December 21.”The planets regularly ap-
pear to pass each other in the solar system, 
with the positions of Jupiter and Saturn 
being aligned in the sky about once every 
20 years.What makes this year’s spectacle so 
rare, then? It’s been nearly 400 years since 
the planets passed this close to each other 
in the sky, and nearly 800 years since the 
alignment of Saturn and Jupiter occurred 
at night, as it will for 2020, allowing nearly 
everyone around the world to witness this 
“great conjunction.” The closest alignment 
will appear just a tenth of a degree apart 
and last for a few days. On the 21st, they 
will appear so close that a pinkie finger at 
arm’s length will easily cover both planets 
in the sky. The planets will be easy to see 
with the unaided eye by looking toward the 
southwest just after sunset.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

COPAIR organized an International Conference on 
“Hindu Radicalism and Indian Hegemonic Designs: 
Threats to Regional and Global Peace” on December 
19, 2020. National and International geopolitical 
experts, human rights activists and journalist were 
part of this webinar.The webinar commenced with the 
recitation of Holy Quran. Mr. Zeeshan, the moderator 
of the session, welcomed the guest speakers and par-
ticipants. He gave a brief introduction of the COPAIR. 
The Center of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR) is a strategic think tank, building a positive 
narrative at the national and international levels. 
COPAIR initiates and advocates policies of national 
development in order to build a sustainable, inclusive 
and resilient Pakistan.Ms. Amna Malik, the President 
of COPAIR, delivered welcoming remarks. While giv-
ing her remarks, she has said that Hindu Radicalism 
and Indian Hegemonic Designs are threatening the 
peace and stability in South Asia and International 
Community must recognize the seriousness of this 
matter.  The panel of the webinar consisted of re-

nowned experts who focus on South Asian politics.
Ms. Claire Birdwell,  a human rights activist and Co-
Founder of Let Kashmir Decide, discussed war crimes 
being perpetrated by Indian forces in Kashmir. She 
further stated that Indian government is exposing 
itself by adopting aggressive policies minorities. The 
recent protests by Sikhs and Indian government role 
show that how the government of India treats its own 
citizens. In addition, she suggested that people across 
the world should pressurize their governments to 
question BJP’s policies towards Kashmir and give the 
Kashmiris their due right to self-determination.Mr. 
Raja Faisal, a senior journalist and advisor on Indo-
Pak & SAARC at COPAIR, highlighted the similarities 
between Hindu Zionism and Nazism. He said that peo-
ple were facing problems due to Nazism in Europe 
in the last century and now the similar situation is 
being witnessed by the people in South Asia due to 
rise of Hindu radicalism in India. He further stated 
that India is involved in sponsoring terrorism in its 
neighbouring countries especially Pakistan. While 
giving suggestions he said that if the other countries 
can face sanctions, why India cannot be sanctioned 

for committing gross violations in Kashmir and spon-
soring terrorism in the region.Maj (retd)  Adil Raja, a 
Geopolitical Analyst, discussed the Hindutva ideology 
and the idea of Akhand Bharat in details. He has stated 
that India is now in the hands of radicals who do not 
understand the language of peace and do not respect 
International laws and norms. He suggested that to 
stop this menace of Hindu Radicalism, balkanization 
of India is an effective option. There are eight active 
separatists movement and there is a chicken between 
Bangladesh and Nepal. Pakistan needs to use this 
strength to end the Indian occupation in Kashmir. Ms. 
Danielle Khan, special assistant to Dean Eliot A. Cohen 
at John Hopkins SAIS, said that Hindu Radicalism has 
become very problematic for the South Asian Region 
and Kashmir in particular. . She added that the follow-
ers of Hindutva ideology want to expand the territory 
of today’s India and claim the lands which were part 
of British India. She has stated that there is already 
ethnic cleansing of Kashmiris is going on by the Hindu 
Radicals who are running the government in India. 
International Community must take notice this matter 
before it’s too late.

India’s hegemonic designs – A threat to Global Peace
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The United Arab Emirates is formed. 
The union of six small Gulf king-
doms—to which a seventh was 
soon added—created a small state 
with an outsized role in the global 
economy.A number of kingdoms on 

the norther coast of the Arabian Peninsula came 
under British protection through a series of trea-
ties beginning in 1820. Concerned with protecting 
trade routes and their prized colony of India, the 
British navy protected what became known as the 
Trucial States in exchange for their cooperation 
with British interests. During this period of British 
protection, the region’s vast oil reserves were dis-
covered. As the Trucial States and nearby kingdoms 
like Bahrain and Qatar became major suppliers of 
oil, the British Empire’s influence receded due to a 
number of factors, the two World Wars chief among 
them. In 1968, the British government declared that 
it would end the protectorate, withdrawing its mili-
tary and leaving the people of the region to their 
own devices.Dwarfed by their neighbors in terms of 
size, population and military capabilities, the small 
kingdoms of the region attempted to organize them-
selves into a single political unit. The negotiations 
proved difficult, and Bahrain and Qatar elected to 

declare independence unilaterally. With the British 
treaty due to expire and both Iran and Saudi Arabia 
eyeing their territory and resources, the kingdoms 
of Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Fujairah, Sharjah, Dubai and 
Umm al-Quwain became the independent United 
Arab Emirates on this day in 1972. Ras al-Khaimah 
joined two months later. Since then, the UAE has 
been a sovereign nation, enjoying the profits of its 

natural resources—its reserves of oil and natural 
gas are the seventh-largest in the world, and it has 
the seventh-highest GDP per capita. This wealth 
has turned the Emirates into a major hub of trade, 
travel, tourism and finance. Dubai’s Burj Khalifa, the 
tallest structure in the world, is emblematic of the 
Emirates’ dramatic construction boom and rise to 
global prominence.

The United Arab Emirates is formed
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Bella left ‘emotional’ after 
New York hit by  snow

NEWYORK
Supermodel Bella Hadid was left “emotional” for 
the less fortunate suffering after New York was hit 
by heavy snow.Taking to Instagram, she expressed 
her emotions about how people are struggling to 
cope in the blistering cold.This, coupled with the 
atrocities of the Covid-19 pandemic meant that 
there were a lot more families, desperate and in 
need of help. “The snow has been beautiful but eve-
ryday, as it gets colder, I cant stop thinking about 
the people who don’t have homes this winter, who 
walk to work every morning in the snow without 
the layers they need, the street workers. I am al-
ways thinking of the people that might not be able 
to afford thick, warm coats for themselves, their 
kids, parents, etc. ,” she wrote.Bella then went on 
to say that she went through her own closet and 
decided to donate a whole lot of her winter ward-
robe. “I went through my closet and found some 
of my warmest things, jackets and coats to send to 
@thepeoplestablenyc they picked up all of it and 
will dispense it throughout the city to the people 
that need it most. I’m gonna continue to support 
them especially through the winter!! Thank you 
to the people’s table for all that you do. I am so 
inspired.”She also urged her followers to give a 
helping to those in need in these difficult times.VoM

David Harbour has hailed 
his wife  as ‘so deeply kind’

NEW YORK
The ‘Stranger Things’ star and the ‘Smile’ singer 
tied the knot in Las Vegas in early September, and 
David has gushed about how caring his other half 
is and admitted he has “never felt so taken care 
of” before.Speaking to People, he said: “I married 
a beautiful, incredible woman who I love. I have 
never met someone who is so deeply kind as her. 
I’ve never felt so taken care of and cared for by an-
other human being.“She really is just a deeply kind 
individual and I love that about her.”The 45-year-
old actor is now a step-father to the 35-year-old 
music star’s two daughters, Ethel, nine, and Marnie, 
seven - whom she has with her ex-husband Sam 
Cooper - and he quipped that it’s like being in a 
relationship with three females with “very differ-
ent opinions” of him.He joked: “I’m in a relation-
ship with three women who all have very different 
opinions of me at various times.”However, David 
insisted that “making that kind of a commitment, 
which I haven’t for most of my life, was a huge thing 
for me.“And it just makes you feel a little bit more 
like a man, to be honest. I just feel a little bit more 
like an adult.” On being “thrust into this family role”, 
he added: “It’s a cliché that we make fun of con-
stantly in television and in books and I had always 
watched it with a grain of salt goingVoM

Kate and William spark 
new controversy

DUBAI
Prince William and Kate Middleton have 
sparked controversy for undertaking a 
trip from London to Norfolk amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.Social media users 
are accusing the royal couple of breaking 
Tier 4 rules imposed by the government 
to prevent the disease from spreading.
According to British media, the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge reportedly made 
the 120-mile trip after their children’s 
school holidays for Christmas began on 
December 11.Richard Eden, a British 
journalist, tweeted: “I hear that the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge are among the 
Londoners with country homes who left 
the capital before the Tier 4 restrictions 
were announced. Lucky them.”But sev-
eral Twitter users said under the prime 
minister’s strict tier system, people liv-
ing in Tier 3 areas – which London was 
up until this morning – were advised 
against undertaking nonessential travel.
VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

A three-fer each from Amad Butt 
and Naseem Shah led Pakistan 
Shaheens to  a  89-run win over 
N e w  Z e a l a n d  A  o n  t h e  fo u r t h 
and f inal  day of  the f irst-c lass 
match at Cobham Oval on Sunday.
C h a s i n g  2 9 8  t o  w i n ,  N e w 
Z e a l a n d  A  w e r e  b o w l e d  o u t 
fo r  2 0 8  i n  6 4  ove r s  to  h a n d 
Shaheens victory  in  their  only 
f o u r - d ay  m a t c h  o n  t h e  t o u r.
For New Zealand A,  Nathan Smith 
top-scored with 45 off  108 balls, 
hitt ing four fours and a six .  Joe 
C a r te r  a n d  M i c h a e l  B ra c e we l l 
c o n t r i b u te d  3 0  r u n s  e a c h .  o r 
Shaheens,  both right arm pacers 
Ammad and Naseem took three 
w i c ke t s  a p i e c e  fo r  3 8  a n d  4 4 
runs,  respectively.  Yasir Shah with 
h is  leg-spin  bowling  took  two 

for  55 in  17 overs .  Mohammad 
Abbas who took four wickets in 
the f irst  innings ended up tak-
ing one for 34 in the second in-
nings while his fellow fast bowler 
Sohail  Khan took one wicket for 
2 7 . E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  d ay,  re s u m -
ing their  second innings on an 
overnight score of  318 for nine, 
S h a h e e n s  we re  d i s m i s s e d  fo r 
329 in 96.3 overs.  For the home 
team, Matt  Henry was the most 
successful  bowler taking six for 
53 in 25.3 overs.Scores in brief:
A t  C o b h a m  O v a l ,  P a k i s t a n 
Shaheens beat New Zealand A by 
89 runsPakistan Shaheens 194 all 
out ,  73 overs (Azhar Ali  58,  Imran 
Butt 27, Rohail  Nazir 21; Ed Nuttal 
5-54, Nathan Smith 3-29) and 329 
al l  out ,  96.3 overs (Fawad Alam 
139,  Rohail  Nazir 100,  Azhar Ali 
29; Matt Henry 6-53,  Michael Rae 

3-85) New Zealand A 226 all  out , 
82.5 overs (Rachin Ravindra 70, 
Cam Fletcher 57,  Natham Smith 
40,  Ken McClure 24;  Mohammad 
Ab b a s  4 - 4 0 ,  A m a d  B u t t  3 - 2 2 , 
Ya s i r  S h a h  3 - 5 4 )  a n d  2 0 8  a l l 
out ,  64 overs (Nathan Smith 45, 
Michael Bracewell  30,  Joe Carter 
30;  Ammad Butt  3-38,  Naseem 
S h a h  3 - 4 4 ,  Ya s i r  S h a h  2 - 5 5 )

Staff Report
MADRID

Lionel Messi scored his 643rd 
goal for Barcelona on Saturday 
to equal Pele’s record of goals for 
a single club as the Spanish gi-

ants were held 2-2 by Valencia.
Messi headed in from Jordi Alba’s 
cross after his first half penalty 
was saved to equal the mark set 
by the Brazilian great for Santos.
But Messi was left frustrated as a 

dogged Valencia forced a draw that 
leaves Barcelona eight points be-
hind leaders Atletico Madrid, who 
beat Elche 3-1 earlier in the day.
Barcelona started slowly and 
went a goal behind to Mouctar 
Diakhaby’s unchallenged header 
from a corner after half an hour.
Antoine Griezmann earned the 
penalty that led to Messi’s record-
equaling goal when the Frenchman 
was nudged over by Jose Gaya.
Messi’s spot kick was saved by 
Jaume Domenech but the ball re-
bounded and from Alba’s dinked 
cross, the Argentine headed the ball 
into the net to draw level with Pele.
Barcelona went ahead thanks 
to a superb scissor kick from 
U r u g u a y a n  R o n a l d  A r a u j o .
But Valencia’s pressure was rewarded 
when Maxi Gomez got in front of Barca 
central defender Oscar Mingueza 

Overseas Pakistanis prefer applica-
tions to send money as they offer 

better rates
Bureau Report

KARACHI
Exorbitant currency exchange rates offered by 

banks have discouraged scores of people from 
sending money home through conventional 
banking channels.As an alternate, they consider 
digital applications useful due to stable and 
low fee coupled with a hassle-free transaction. 
Mohsin Hussain, a Pakistani student pursuing 
PhD at Warwick University, UK, told The Express 
Tribune that he sends money through a money 
transferring mobile app called Transferwise.“I 
send around 200 pounds on a monthly basis 
to my family in Pakistan and the fee deducted 
by the app is 3.75 pounds per transaction,” he 
said. “I never faced any problems while using 
this service, hence I trust it completely.” Hussain 
added that he was able to save a sufficient 
amount by using the application as opposed 
to conventional banking channels because of a 
drastic difference between the exchange rates 
offered by the two.He said that the app was a 
convenient option as it allowed him to send 
money home from anywhere and at any time. 
To convert currencies between countries, the 

app utilises exchange rates from Reuters and 
charges a variable transaction fee after which 
the amount is added to the bank account se-
lected during the process.According to Hussain, 
his family members receive the amount in two 
days. Endorsing Hussain’s views, Zaineb Aftab, 
a student from Pakistan pursuing studies in 
Europe, said the app helped people avoid exor-
bitant amounts charged by the bank for trans-
ferring money to Pakistan. “Banks offer poor 
exchange rates, which ultimately results in a bad 
deal,” she lamented. She primarily uses the ser-
vice to send money home for expenditures dur-
ing summers and is satisfied with the service.
Another Pakistani student in Europe stated that 
she found rates on the app reasonable to send 
money back home. According to her, it was easy 
to avail the facility; however, she added that the 
company could add support for different bank 
cards as well as banking accounts. Speaking 
about some of the problems of the application, 
Shahzeb Saquib, a chartered accountant work-
ing for a Dubai-based company, said, “At times, 
it takes longer than usual to open the website 
which posed a problem to me.”On the other 
hand, Ohiobased Pakistani student Avinash uses 
Remitly to send money back home. Remitly, is an 
online money transfer service, which currently 
supports nine Pakistani banks hence money can 
be sent if the recipient has an account in one 

of those nine banks. Avinash uses Transferwise 
as well, however, Remitly is his preferred app 
“given its competitive rates which benefit me”. 
Sharing details, he said that he sends $500 per 
month to his family in Pakistan and they receive 
the amount within two to three days. According 
to him, the service fee is $2 per transaction for 
a transfer amount of up to $1,000.Avinash finds 
the service extremely cheap and trustworthy. 
Wajahat Khan, a Pakistani-American filmmaker 
based in Los Angeles, uses Xoom money transfer 
service to send money home. He sends around 
$600-1,000 back home every month and Xoom 
charges him $4.99 per transaction. Although, 
Khan uses Remitly and Transferwise as well, his 
most preferred app is Xoom.

Bureau Report
Washington

The largest US banks have enough capital to 
withstand over $600 billion in losses from a 
short, sharp economic slump, as well as a mod-
erate longer-lasting downturn, and will be per-
mitted to pay out dividends and buy back stock 
on a limited basis, the US Federal Reserve said.
The central bank on Friday released the results 
of its second bank “stress test” for 2020, the first 
time it has put banks through their paces twice 
in one year since it began the annual health 
checks following the decade-ago financial cri-
sis. The Fed had previously barred banks from 
buying back stock to help them build capital 
reserves during the coronavirus pandemic.The 
relaxed restrictions were met quickly with an-
nouncements from some large firms, including 
JPMorgan Chase and Goldman Sachs, that they 
planned to buy back stock beginning in the 
new year.The results of the second test of 2020, 
which the Fed pursued to reflect the severe eco-
nomic impact of the pandemic, found that banks 
suffered more severe losses than under the pre-

vious, pre-pandemic test. But months of building 
up reserves helped ensure they were positioned 
to weather the downturn well, with firms build-
ing capital reserves in 2020 despite setting aside 
nearly $100 billion in loan loss reserves. The Fed 
found all firms remained above minimum capi-
tal requirements after taking those hypothetical 
losses, leading the central bank to relax its re-
strictions on capital payouts by banks, allowing 
them to buy back stock in the first quarter of 
2021, after barring them in June.“The banking 
system has been a source of strength during the 
past year and todays stress test results confirm 
that large banks could continue to lend to house-
holds and businesses even during a sharply ad-
verse future turn in the economy,” said Fed Vice 
Chairman Randal Quarles in a statement. Under 
the new restrictions, a bank would be allowed 
to pay out dividends and buy back stock so long 
as such sums did not exceed its net income from 
the last year. The Fed also announced it would 
not use the new results to tweak how much it 
ordered each bank to hold as a “stress capital 
buffer” following the previous test results. The 

new leeway from the Fed will send bank ana-
lysts off to calculate how much each bank might 
be able to spend on share buybacks in coming 
months based on their estimated fourth quarter 
earnings. Shortly after the results were released, 
JPMorgan announced it would begin buying back 
stock in the first quarter under a new $30-bil-
lion repurchase program. “We are pleased that 
the results of the Federal Reserves latest stress 
test demonstrate the resilience of the largest US 
financial institutions in the midst of a devastat-
ing pandemic.

Fed sees ‘strong capital levels’ at US banks after stress tests

China’s steel 
sector records 
output growth

Bureaau Report
BEIJING

C h i n a’ s  s t e e l  s e c t o r  r e g -
i s t e r e d  o u t p u t  e x p a n s i o n 
i n  t h e  f i r s t  1 1  m o n t h s 
o f  t h e  y e a r,  i n d u s t r i a l 
d a t a  s h o w e d . C r u d e  s t e e l 
o u t p u t  r o s e  5 . 5  p e r c e n t 
y e a r  o n  y e a r  t o  s t a n d  a t 
9 6 1 . 1 6  m i l l i o n  t o n n e s  i n 
t h e  J a n u a r y - N o v e m b e r 
p e r i o d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
C h i n a  I r o n  a n d  S t e e l 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( C I S A ) . T h e 
o u t p u t  o f  p i g  i r o n  r o s e 
4 . 2  p e r c e n t  f r o m  a  y e a r 
e a r l i e r  t o  8 1 2 . 9  m i l l i o n 
t o n n e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e -
r i o d ,  t h e  C I S A  s a i d . T h e 
a s s o c i a t i o n  e x p e c t e d  t h e 
c o u n t r y ’ s  a n n u a l  o u t p u t 
o f  c r u d e  s t e e l  t o  e x c e e d 
1  b i l l i o n  t o n n e s  i n  2 0 2 0 , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  y e a r - o n -
ye a r  g r o w t h  o f  3  t o  5  p e r -
c e n t . I n  N o v e m b e r  a l o n e , 
c r u d e  s t e e l  o u t p u t  r o s e 
b y  8  p e r c e n t  t o  r e a c h 
8 7 . 6 6  m i l l i o n  t o n n e s , 
w i t h  a  d a i l y  o u t p u t  o f 
2 . 9 2  m i l l i o n  t o n n e s ,  a c -
c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C I S A .
T h e  o u t p u t  o f  p i g  i r o n 
g a i n e d  4 . 7  p e r c e n t  y e a r 
o n  y e a r  t o  h i t  7 2 . 0 1  m i l -
l i o n  t o n n e s  l a s t  m o n t h , 
w h i l e  t h a t  o f  r o l l e d  s t e e l 
r e p o r t e d  a  y e a r - o n - y e a r 
i n c r e a s e  o f  1 0 . 8  p e r c e n t , 
s a i d  t h e  C I S A .

Bureau Report
JEDDAH

Emaar Development ,  a subsidiary of 
Emaar Properties annouced that  the 
company has appointed Adnan Kazim 
as Chairman of the Board of Directors 
and Dr.  Aisha Bint Butti  Bin Bishr as 
Vice-Chairman.Currently Kazim is the 
Chief  Commercia l  Of f icer  (CCO) ,  of 
Emirates Airline and is responsible for 
worldwide Commercial  Operations,  e-
Commerce, the Emirates Skywards loy-
alty programme and Emirates SkyCargo. 
Kazim joined Emirates in 1992 as a 
Management Trainee and has success-
fully led the airline’s commercial opera-
tions in major markets such as the UAE, 
Switzerland, Pakistan and East Africa.Dr. 
Aisha Bint Butti Bin BishrDr. Bin Bisher 
is Director General of the Smart Dubai 
Office, the government entity entrusted 
with Dubai’s city-wide smart transforma-
tion. She leads the creation of ‘The Smart 
City Index’ - the first-ever benchmark for 
smart city implementation across the 
globe in cooperation the United Nations. 
In addition she also serves as a member 

of the World Economic Forum’s Global 
Future Councils; The Fourth Industrial 
Revolution’s smart cities readiness index 
team; and the World Happiness Council 
where she heads The Council of Happy 
Cities. The new appointments are in line 
with the provisions of article (7) (b) of 
the Governance Code applicable to pub-
lic joint stock companies, the company 

said in a filing to Dubai Financial Market 
(DFM ) .The  company sa id  M ohamed 
Ali Alabbar,  Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and Founder of Emaar, be de-
voted to the executive management mat-
ters and the day to day affairs of Emaar. 
The board alos decided in its meeting on 
December 17, 2020 that Alabbar shall 
continue as an executive board member.

Emaar Development appoints new chairman

Bureau Report
LONDON

Alex Albon is  “not  giving up”  on Formula One after 
admitt ing he was left  hurt  by Red Bul l ’s  decision to 
replace him for  the 2021 season.The F1 team con-
f irmed on Friday that  Sergio Perez wil l  partner Max 
Verstappen next  year,  the  former having f inished 
fourth  in  the  2020 drivers ’  championship  stand-
ings  while  at  Racing Point .  Albon is  st i l l  to  remain 
with Red Bul l  as  a  test  and reserve driver,  as  wel l 
helping with preparat ions for  the 2022 regulat ion 
changes .  The 24-year-old -  who f inished this  year 
with  105 points ,  inc luding  a  pair  of  podium f in-
ishes  -  is  determined to  earn a  place  back on the 
grid .“ I  can’t  l ie  guys ,  i t  hurts .  I  gave i t  everything 
out  there ,  but  i t  wasn’t  quite  enough,”  Albon wrote 
on Instagram.  “ I  want  to  say  a  huge thank you to 
al l  of  you that  supported me throughout  this  year, 
especial ly  my Thai  fans .  With al l  the di f ferent  opin-
ions  out  there ,  I  a lways had you guys  to  push me 
through i t .  “ I ’m not  giving up,  I ’ve  poured my l i fe 
into  this  and I  won’t  let  i t  stop here .  “ I  have more 
to  give  and my focus is  gett ing back for  2022 and 
to  wave the Thai  f lag  again!”  Perez  f inished fourth 
in  the f inal  championship standings ,  despite  miss-
ing two races after  test ing posit ive for  coronavirus , 
as  wel l  as  being  forced to  ret ire  in  Abu Dhabi  at 
the  end of  the  campaign.The Mexican was second 
in  the Turkish Grand Prix  before going on to  earn 
an emotional  f irst  career  win at  the Sakhir  Grand 
Prix .He wil l  jo in  forces  with Verstappen,  who won 
two races  to  end up in  third  place  for  2020,  be -
hind only  the Mercedes duo of  Lewis  Hamilton and 
Valtteri  Bottas .

Digital apps gain edge over banks

Liverpool manager puzzled by latest block on allowing 5 subs

Albon left hurt by Red Bull 
decision as he targets F1 return 

in 2022

Amad, Naseem shine in Shaheens win over New Zealand 
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Bureau Report
BEIJING  

China’s former finance minis-
ter Lou Jiwei suggested that 
China could restrict the num-
ber of banks a single fintech 
platform can partner with, 
to prevent any platform from 
gaining too much market 
share, state media reported 
on Sunday. China’s regulators 
last month warned the coun-
try’s tech giants that they face 
closer scrutiny. A planned 
$37 billion stock listing of 
Alibaba’s Ant Group, sched-
uled to be the world’s largest, 
was then abruptly suspended. 
Speaking at a wealth manage-
ment forum on Saturday, Lou, 
who remains influential as 
the external affairs director 
at a top advisory body to the 
Chinese government, warned 
that a fintech platform with 
an oversized market share can 
lead to bad debts, the Securi-
ties Times said. “We can limit 
the number of banks that any 
single platform can work with, 
so as to let more platforms 

do similar businesses under 
the same conditions,” he said, 
adding that fintech platforms 
should not be allowed to grow 
to the point of “winner takes 
all” and “too big to fail”. Chi-
na has vowed to strengthen 
oversight of its big tech firms, 
which include the likes of Ali-
baba Group Holding and Ten-
cent Holdings that rank among 
the world’s largest and most 
valuable. Many of these com-
panies have gathered large 
amounts of user data in the 

course of providing their ser-
vices. A securities watchdog 
official said Beijing should 
consider imposing a digital 
tax on technology companies 
that hold copious amounts of 
user data, state media said 
last week. Regulators last 
week fined tech firms such as 
Alibaba for not reporting past 
deals properly for antitrust 
reviews. This is the first time 
any internet company has 
been fined for violating a 2008 
antimonopoly law. Reuters

French president’s statement af-
fected Muslim community living 

around the world, says Aman 
Project chief

MOSCOW
Aman Project chairperson Nabeela 
Ali, in a letter to Council of Europe, has 
urged the European body to take notice 
of recent “Islamophobic” statements of 
French President Emmanuel Macron. 
“We believe his [Macron’s] behaviour is 
not only serviceable to the other com-
munities living in France but also has 
raised threats to his national security 
and put the public safety at risk,” she 
wrote. Nabeela Ali said that the people 
living in the UK whole-heartedly con-
demn the recent and previous terrorist 
attacks in France, in response to the cari-
catures of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). 
“We understand the Freedom of speech 
is considered an ‘essential freedom’ 
in France. It is protected by the 1789 
Declaration of Human and Civic Rights, 
which is incorporated by reference into 
the French Constitution. It is also pro-
tected by the European Convention on 
Human Rights Act 1998, to which France 
is a party and the French Law on the 
Freedom of the Press of 29 July 1881,” 
the letter read. Quoting a recent letter of 

the French president to a British News-
paper Financial Times, in which he said 
that if France was primarily attacked 
by Islamist terrorists, it was because it 
embodied the freedom of expression, 
the right to believe or not to believe, a 
certain art of living as well.Nabeela Ali 
also quoted Macron as saying that “the 
people of France have stood up to say 
that they will not give up on their val-
ues, their identity, and their imagination. 
None of these human rights that one day 
in 1789 were proclaimed for the world”. 
Responding to these statements, she 
said that Macron’s egoistically provok-
ing statements without giving a single 
thought about the self-respect and dig-
nity, hurt beliefs of two billion Muslims 
around the world and were contrary to 
the freedom of expression and human 
rights that are given to the people under 
the Article 4 and Article 11 of the French 
Declaration of human and civil rights 

of August 26, 1789, the Article 10 and 
Article 3 of Human Rights Act of 1998 
of the European Convention on Human 
Rights and the French law on the Free-
dom of the Press of July 29, 1881. “Nev-
ertheless, it is indecisive yet if the French 
President has limited knowledge about 
the freedom of expression and human 
rights laid down in the constitution or 
he has prejudice against a community 
because the 1789 Declaration of Human 
and Civic Rights defines freedom in gen-
eral as ‘being able to do anything that 
does not harm others.’ Consistent with 
that definition, freedom of speech in 
France is limited by the right to privacy, 
the presumption of innocence, the right 
to ‘human dignity’, and by rules prohibit-
ing defamation and insult.” She said that 
countries no longer have any boundar-
ies when it comes to the social media 
so the French president’s statement has 
affected all the Muslim community liv-
ing around the world. “We respectfully 
request the commissioner of human 
rights to please take notice of this issue 
to reassure our dignity and put restric-
tions on France, on any type of drawing, 
publication and exhibition that may de-
pict God/Allah, any prophet, any person, 
community, belief or colour for the sake 
of protecting privacy, dignity, fame and 

ISLAMABAD 
Chairaman National Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) Justice (Retd) Javed Iqbal 
on Sunday said logical conclusion of 
white collar mega corruption cases was 
a challenging task but the bureau was 
determined to accomplish the task by 
redoubling efforts. NAB’s faith was to 
work for corruption free Pakistan and 
it has chalked out anti-corruption strat-
egy through awareness, prevention and 
enforcement which has started yielding 
excellent results, said a statement issued 
here. NAB was an apex national anti-cor-
ruption organization which has no affili-
ation with any party, group or individual, 
he said adding, NAB’s only affiliation was 
with the state of Pakistan. Pakistan was 
considered as a role model for South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation 
countries for eradication of corruption 
due to NAB’s efforts. The World Economic 
Forum and Transparency International 
Pakistan have also appreciated NAB’s ef-
forts against corruption. He said NAB was 
the focal organization of Pakistan under 
United Nations Convention against Cor-
ruption (UNCAC) which has pride for Pak-

istan due to its efforts. NAB was the only 
organization in the world to which China 
has signed an Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) to oversee China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor projects in Pakistan. 
NAB has introduced a Combine Investiga-
tion Team (CIT) system to benefit from the 
collective wisdom of senior supervisory 
officers. The system was lending qual-
ity. NAB has established its own forensic 
science laboratory in NAB Rawalpindi 
which help improve quality of investiga-
tions. NAB has received more complaints 
in 2019 as compared to the same period 
of 2018 which showed that people have 
shown trust upon NAB. NAB has estab-
lished more than 50,000 character build-
ing societies in universities and colleges in 
collaboration with Higher Education Com-
missiin (HEC) to create awareness among 
students about the ill effects of corruption 
at an early age besides establishing pre-
vention committees to identify and to plug 
loopholes. The Chairman NAB directed 
all bureaus of NAB to utilize all available 
resources to nab corrupt and arrest of 
proclaimed offenders and absconders so 
that they could be brought to justice. VoM

KARACHI 
Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith 
Harmony Pir Noor-ul-Haq Qadri Sunday said that op-
position leaders have announced to submit resigna-
tions on January 31st but they have not mentioned 
the year. Talking to media after attending a Hajj Con-
ference with the representatives of Hajj Organisers 
Association Pakistan and Hajj Organisers Association 
Sindh at Haji Camp, he said “I don’t think they (op-
position leaders) will submit any resignations before 
2023”. The minister said that staging sit-in was not 
an easy task. Prime Minister Imran Khan had an ex-
tensive experience in staging sit-ins. Pir Noor-ul-Haq 
Qadri said that inflation was due to the corruption of 
previous rulers. The rented people can not stage sit-
in in freezing cold nights of Islamabad. He said that 
Saudi Arabia had not yet announced a clear policy for 
Hajj-2021. All the stakeholders would be consulted 
and their suggestions would be shared with the Saudi 
officials. Umrah was being performed with proper 
SOPs and the situation was gradually improving. For 
the Hajj-2021, all out efforts would be made to ensure 
maximum facilities for the pilgrims. The Minister said 
that the government would make efforts for ensur-
ing minimum cost of Hajj however if there would be 
SOPs, Hajj may be expensive. Earlier, presiding over 
the meeting Pir Noor-ul-Haq Qadri said it was the 
first consultative meeting for Hajj 2021 and no formal 

meeting had been held before this. “Last year the Hajj 
was not normal Hajj but now that the vaccine has been 
introduced, situation is gradually heading towards 
improvement. We can’t come to any conclusion until 
Saudi Arabia government makes any decision”. The 
representatives of Hajj Organisers Associations sug-
gested that maximum age limit for pilgrimage fixed 
by the Saudi government should be raised from 50 
years to 65 years. They also suggested that the intend-
ing pilgrims must be given priority with regard to 
COVID-19 vaccine. Federal Minister for Religious Af-
fairs Pir Noor-ul-Haq Qadri assured the participants 
that their suggestions would be considered. VoM

Commerce ministry sets 
exports targets to US $ 26 bln 
in three years: Razak Dawood

EU rights activist 
calls out India; 

suggests lawsuit over 
DisinfoLab findings

ISLAMABAD
Interior Minister Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmad says one hun-
dred thousand National Iden-
tity Cards will be issued on 
daily basis and the first time 
CNIC of every person will be 
issued free of cost. Address-
ing the ceremony in Islam-
abad on Sunday, he said CNIC 
offices will also be opened 
in all the tehsils across the 
country. He said ID cards and 
passports will be sent in all 
over the world together with 
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs. The Interior Minister 
said Immigration, NADRA , 
Passport and FIA all agen-
cies will be for the service of 
the nation. He said the Prime 
Minster is committed to take 
the nation forward towards 
development and prosperity. 
He said the Prime Minister 
will complete five years. VoM

ISLAMABAD
Adviser to Prime Minister on Commerce and Investment 
Abdul Razak Dawood on Sunday said commerce 
ministry was resolved to achieve US $ 26 billion export 
target in next three years by exploring new trade 
markets across the world. The trade diversification, 
regional trade integration through Gwadar Port and 
exploring the new market like Africa region, North 
and South America and enhancing the production of 
engineering good for increasing export are the main 
agenda of the government to boost exports, the adviser 
told APP here in an exclusive interview. He said regional 
trade and economic integration would play a huge role 
for enhancing connectivity with Central Asian States 
and Afghanistan. Another major focus is on expanding 
the role of digital economy and connecting with the 
international market to increase exports and create 
new employment opportunities for youth, he said. 
Replying to another question, he said the upcoming 
Strategic Trade Policy Framework would address the 
needs of the modern economy where sales on online 
markets make a significant contribution towards 
the economic activities. Razak Dawood said while 
moving towards the goal of digital transformation, 
Pakistan announced its first ever e-Commerce Policy 
in October, 2019. He said the policy aimed at providing 
a launching pad to Pakistan’s e-Commerce market 
and its exports, while proving to be a driver of youth 
empowerment and employment generation through 
digital connectivity. Moreover, it would empower the 
women entrepreneurs in Pakistan and encourage the 
micro, small and medium enterprises to play their role 
in economic prosperity of Pakistan. It would also be 
a tool for export enhancement through connecting 
with global e-commerce platforms, he said. Razak 
Dawood said that under this Policy, a high powered 
National e-Commerce Council will be developed at 
the Federal and the Provincial levels for proper and 
effective implementation of the e-Commerce Policy. 
The Policy presents an opportunity to bring SMEs in 
the mainstream and connect them with Pakistani as 
well as international markets through online platforms. 
eplying to another question, he said that Pak e-SME 
program will be initiated to identify, train, enable and 
connect 50,000 e-SMEs of the remote areas of Pakistan 
to online market places for promoting e-Commerce. 
He said e-Commerce business facilitation hub will be 
created, a Commerce aggregator will be developed with 
Public Private Partnership to show case e-Commerce 
companies of Pakistan in front of the world. e said the 
existing Federal and Provincial consumer protection 
laws would be amended to adequately address 
consumer disputes arising through e-Commerce 
platforms.VoM

MIRPUR      
The Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) President Sardar Masood 
Khan on Sunday called upon UN 
Security Council to discuss the 
incident of the Indian forces at-
tack on United Nations (UN) ve-
hicle carrying two officers of the 
United Nations Military Observer 
Group in India and Pakistan (UN-
MOGIP) in AJK. In a statement is-
sued on Sunday, he said that the 
UN military observers are present 
in both Azad and occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir since 1949 under the 
authority and powers assigned by 
the Security Council to monitor 
the ceasefire at the LoC and sub-
mit their reports to the UN Secre-
tary-General. He maintained that 
these military observers enjoy full 
freedom of movement in all areas 
along the LoC in Azad Kashmir and 
the working boundary in Pakistan, 

but they do not have such freedom 
on the other side of the LoC in oc-
cupied Kashmir. “India is pushing 
the envelope. As it would join the 
UN Security Council as a non-per-
manent member in January 29, it 
would stage such attacks on UN-
MOGIP to play up it ‘redundancy’.
The attack should be discussed 
in the Security Council, India 
should be held accountable and 
UNMOGIP’s security beefed up,” 
the president said. He went to say 
that Pakistan was fully observing 
the ceasefire in Kashmir in conso-
nance with the UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions and only responds 
Indian provocative actions, while 
the Indian Army is engaged in tar-
geting the civilian population of 
Azad Kashmir by resorting to un-
provoked firing on the LoC almost 
on a daily basis leaving the inno-
cent civilians martyred, injured 

and damaging their property. The 
AJK president pointed out that in 
2020 alone, India had committed 
more than 3000 cease-fire viola-
tions since the beginning of the 
year, killing dozens of civilians 
and causing serious injuries to 
scores of others. Terming target-
ing of unarmed civilians by the 
Indian occupation forces as unac-
ceptable, AJK President said India 
cannot deflect attention from the 
grave human rights situation in 
the Indian Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu & Kashmir (IIOJK). He said that 
another aspect of the Indian Army 
firing on the UN military observ-
ers’ vehicle in Rawalakot Sector 
of Azad Kashmir is that the Indian 
Army wants to scare them in order 
to prevent them from monitoring 
the violations of the ceasefire. The 
incident should be immediately 
probed on the highest levels. VoM

AJK President urges UNSC to take notice of Indian 
attack on UNMOGIP vehicle 

President Sardar Masood Khan called upon UN Security Council to discuss the incident of the Indian forces attack on United Nations (UN)

European Council urged to take note of Macron’s 
‘Islamophobic’ diatribe

Concluding white collar mega corruption cases 
a challenging task: Chairman

Rented people can’t afford to stage sit-in in 
freezing cold nights of Islamabad: Noor-ul-Haq

NADRA offices to be opened 
in all Tehsils across the 

country: Interior Minister

ISLAMABAD
Describing the EU DisinfoLab’s revelations as 
“enormously” damaging, a European Union-based 
human rights activist Andy Vermaut Sunday 
called for lawsuit against Indian government to 
avert recurrence of fake news propaganda. “This 
should have consequences for Indian govern-
ment that has the final responsibility. The Indian 
government should be held accountable for this 
in the court,” Andy Vermaut said who is an of-
ficial member of “The International Alliance for 
the Defence of Rights and Freedoms (AIDL) con-
stituted by the United Nations (ECOSOC). In an 
interview with Islamabad Policy Research Insti-
tute, he urged all the victim parties to sit down 
together for legal proceedings against India for its 
“enormous” damage to Pakistan, China, European 
Union the United Nations as well as the minori-
ties living in India who were already suffering due 
to Indian policies. “If we don’t do this, new sites 
will be created tomorrow. We will have to act on 
this,” the activist said who is also the President 
of PostVersa, Human Rights and Fundamental 
Rights chapter. Andy Vermaut said the Disinfo 
Lab’s revelations showed that even the Indian 
people were also deceived by their government, 
as it pretended to have the support of the largest 
parliament in the world and also the whole EU. 
“Who would ever have thought that this would 
be possible that we could be so deceived today 
in 2020. No one would have ever thought that a 
country like India is dealing with such matters,” 
he commented. He said it seemed Indian intelli-
gence services were involved in such matters as 
the false information drive was meant to purely 
hurt Pakistan and China. He believed that such 
fake news campaigns could also be the manifesta-
tion of Indian jealousy over rising Pakistan which 
was attracting huge Chinese investment under the 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor. “We now need 
to disinfect the internet and free it from such fake 
sites. Even large scale investigation is required,” 
Any Vermaut said observing that the campaign 
was just meant to isolate Pakistan and China and 
portray a good image of India. The human rights 
activist believed that it was the largest exposure 
of fake news sites in the world which had never 
happened before. “This is of course not excusable. 
It is a form of propaganda that tries to put all Paki-
stani citizens and all the Chinese people in a bad 
light. European Union was also put in bad light by 
associating them with the so-called support of the 
European Union to Narendra Modi,” he said. VoM

China could restrict bank tie-ups with fintech 
platforms, official suggests




