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We will not allow you to sit here, 
conspire with the opposition and 

give them money to overthrow the 
president,

Prsident of Azerbaijan

Ilham Aliyev

UN confirms its vehicle hit as UNMOGIP 
observers monitored ceasefire violations at LoC

Chinese, Russian digital media urged to bolster ties

The Asian Telegraph

Shaheen-IX to enhance 
Pak-China cooperation, 

strengthen Armed 
Forces: CJCSC

RAWALPINDI
Chairman Joint Chief of Staff 
Committee (CJCSC) on Saturday 
said Joint Air Exercise “Shaheen-
IX” would further strengthen and 
promote the friendship and co-
operation between the two great 
nations as well as Armed Forces 
of Pakistan and China. The CJCSC 
witnessed the conduct of Pak-
China Joint Air Exercise “Sha-
heen-IX” at an Operational Air 
Base of Pakistan Air Force (PAF), 
said an Inter Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) press release. The 
exercise was intended to further 
enhance interoperability of both 
Air Forces and has provided an 
excellent opportunity to learn 
from each others’ experience. 
Upon his arrival, Chairman JCSC 
was received by Chief of the Air 
Staff, PAF, Air Chief Marshal Mu-
jahid Anwar Khan. Chairman 
JCSC lauded the professionalism 
of the participants and appreci-
ated the efforts of PAF and Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army Air Force 
in conducting a bilateral exercise 
in befitting manner. VoM

WHO says its coronavirus vaccine programme has 
secured 2 billion doses

Bureau Reporter
LONDON

After months of effort, a World Health 
Organization (WHO) programme has 
reached an agreement to obtain nearly 
2 billion doses of coronavirus vaccines 
and expects to begin distribution in 
the first quarter of 2021, which means 
shots can start reaching dozens of low 
and middle-income countries. The huge 
vaccine reservoir means that COVAX, a 
190-country international programme 
that seeks to ensure all countries have 
equal access to coronavirus vaccines, 
can plan to start delivering the shots in 
the first quarter of 2021. By mid-year 
it will have delivered enough doses to 
protect health and social care workers 
in all participating countries that have 
asked to get doses in that timeframe. All 
other participants should get sufficient 
doses to cover up to 20 per cent of their 
populations by the end of 2021, and 
further doses in 2022. “This is fantastic 
news and a milestone in global health”, 
WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus told reporters attending 
an online press conference in Geneva. 

“This is a time for taking comfort that 
the end of the pandemic is in sight, but 
taking care that we do not let down our 
guard. We are all responsible for taking 
the measures to keep ourselves and each 
other safe, including during this holiday 
season. “With today’s news the light at 
the end of the tunnel has grown a little 
bit brighter, but we are not there yet. And 
we will only get there together”, Tedros 
said. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
said it was ready to transport up to 850 
tonnes of COVID-19 vaccines per month 
in 2021, more than twice its usual pay-
load of vaccines. Mostly could be sent 
using existing commercial flights, but 
alternative options and charter flights 
would also be considered where nec-

essary, it said. “This is a mammoth and 
historic undertaking,” UNICEF Executive 
Director Henrietta Fore said. “The scale 
of the task is daunting, and the stakes 
have never been higher, but we are ready 
to take this on.” With support of from the 
global vaccine alliance Gavi, UNICEF is 
procuring and supporting installation 
of 70,000 cold-chain fridges in lower 
income countries by the end of 2021, 
which will help in the roll out of COVID-
19 vaccines that need to be stored at 2 
to 8 degrees Celsius. Almost half of the 
fridges will be solar powered, UNICEF 
said. It was important to understand 
that vaccines would complement, and 
not replace, the existing tools for slow-
ing transmission of the virus and saving 
lives, Tedros said. But vaccines were the 
key to stopping the disease, and as soon 
as the pandemic began, there was a risk 
that low-income countries would miss 
out on vaccines, which is why COVAX 
was formed, he said. COVAX is part of the 
Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator 
(ACT Accelerator), a comprehensive 
plan to defeat the virus using diagnos-
tics, therapeutics and vaccines. Reuters

 UNITED NATIONS
The United Nations Friday 

c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  a  v e h i -
c l e  o f  t h e  U. N .  M i l i t a r y 
O b s e r ve r  G ro u p  i n  I n d i a 
a n d  Pa k i s t a n  ( U N M O G I P ) 
was hit  by an “unidentif ied 
object”  near Rawalakot  on 
the Pakistani  side of  Line of 
Control  (LoC) in the Indian 
I l l e ga l ly  O c c u p i e d  J a m m u 
and Kashmir (IIOJK) region, 
b u t  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  w e r e 
not  in jured.  “The Mission 
i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n v e s t i g a t -
in g  t he  in c iden t ,”  D ep u t y 
S p o k e s m a n  Fa r h a n  H a q 
said in response to a ques-
tion from APP at  the regu-
lar briefing in New York.  He 
said the incident  occurred 
w h e n  U N M O G I P  m i l i t a r y 
o b s e r ve r s  we re  c o n d u c t -
ing routine monitoring ac-
t ivit ies  near  Rawalakot  as 
part  of  the Mission’s  man-
date to observe and report 
on ceasef ire  v iolat ions  at 
LOC in Jamm and Kashmir. 
“ U N M O GI P p erson n el  a n d 
the driver were not harmed 

but  the  vehic le  susta ined 
some damage,”  the spokes-
m a n  s a i d .  I n  I s l a m a b a d , 
the Foreign office said that 
Indian troops “specif ical ly 
t a rg e te d ”  t h e  U N  ve h i c l e 
carrying two UNMOGIP of-
f icers from across the Line 
o f  C o n t ro l ,  i n  w h a t  wa s 
termed a “new low” in their 
conduct .  The UNMOGIP of-
f i c e r s  we re  o n  t h e i r  way 
t o  Po l a s  v i l l a g e  t o  m e e t 
with the vict ims of  Indian 
ceasef ire  v io lat ions  when 
they came under  f ire ,  the 
foreign off ice said.  The of-
f i c e r s  w e r e  i m m e d i a t e ly 
evacuated by the Pakistan 
Army and brought  back to 
the UNMOGIP f ield station 
i n  R a w a l a k o t .  T h e  i n c i -
dent  happened as  Foreign 
M i n i s t e r  S h a h  M a h m o o d 
Qureshi told a press confer-
ence in  Abu Dhabi  that  he 
h a d  c re d i b l e  i n fo r m a t i o n 
that  India  was planning a 
‘ s u r g i c a l  s t r i k e ’  a g a i n s t 
Pakistan to divert  attention 
from its internal  affairs.APP

Pakistan summons Indian 
diplomat to protest targeting 

UN Observers at LoC
ISLAMABAD 

Pakistan on Saturday summoned Indian Chargé 
d’Affaires to Foreign Office for registering strong 
protest at the deliberate targeting observers be-
longing to the United Nations Military Observer 
Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) by the 
Indian troops. On Friday, the United Nations (UN) 
observers were on their way to Polas village in 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir to meet the victims of 
the Indian ceasefire violations in Chirikot Sector 
of the Line of Control (LOC). “Both the Observ-
ers present in the vehicle thankfully remained 
unharmed and were safely rescued and evacu-
ated to Rawalakot by the Pakistan Army. How-
ever, their vehicle sustained damage,” Foreign 
Office spokesperson said in a statement. He said 
attack was unambiguously premeditated as the 
UN vehicles were clearly recognizable even from 
long distances due to their distinctive marking 
and blue flag. He said the deliberate targeting of 
a UN vehicle, engaged in discharging the man-
date of the UN Security Council, constituted a 
grave violation of India’s obligations, under the 
Council’s resolutions and the UN Charter, which 
included the obligation to ensure the safety and 
security of the UNMOGIP Observers. “It appears 
to be a new coercive and reckless Indian ploy to 
hinder the observers’ work,” the spokesperson 
remarked. He said it was communicated to the 
Indian side that the brazen act was a flagrant 
violation of established international norms and 
represented a complete disregard for principles 
enshrined in the United Nations Charter. It was 
also conveyed that the reprehensible act also 
represented a new low in the conduct of Indian 
occupation forces which target not only inno-
cent civilians residing along the Line of Control 
but United Nations’ observers as well. The Indi-
an side was called upon to desist from such bla-
tant violations of international law; respect the 
2003 ceasefire understanding between India 
and Pakistan; and let the UNMOGIP perform its 
role mandated by the UN Security Council. VoM

SIALKOT
Special Assistant to Chief Minister (SACM) on Information 

Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan has said that performance of all 115 
land record centres and 20 mobile land centres was satisfac-
tory in Punjab. Talking to the media at a land record centre at 
Kobey Chak near here on Saturday, she said that hectic efforts 
were under way to enhance capacity of these centres to provide 
maximum relief to the public through the computerised land 
record centres under the direct supervision of Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar. She said that the government 
would expand the the land revenue computerization network 
to union council level across Punjab for facilitating people. She 
said the government was abolishing the traditional patwar sys-
tem in Punjab and was bringing village officer system. She said 
that the government would soon establish a Revenue Academy 
at Lahore for the training of the Revenue staff soon. She said 
that the Sharif brothers always supported qabza mafia during 
their tenure. he said that the Board of Revenue Punjab and 
Federal Board of Revenue were sharing their data with each 
other for giving relief to the public under a data-sharing agree-
ment. She said that the system of properties’ registration had 
been computerised in 100 tehsils of Punjab, as the provincial 
government had started work for printing and upgrading the 
‘Jama Bandi’. Dr Firdous said that 140,000 acres of land had 
yet been retrieved from the qabza mafia across Punjab dur-
ing the last two years by the government. The worth of the 
retrieved land was Rs 1000 billion, she added. She said that 
the land transfer procedure had been made easy at banks for 
farmers, enabling them to get the ‘Fard’ of their lands easily 
under the ‘One Window Operation’, to get agricultural loans as 

well. Dr Firdous said that 23 banks had been given access to 
the land revenue records in Punjab for the first time. She said 
the e-stamping was helping a lot in checking fake stamp papers 
besides giving 80 per cent additional income to the government 
under the stamp duty category as well. The Revenue depart-
ment was issuing online ‘Fard’ for registration of properties. She 
said the government was also introducing a system for payment 
of mutation fee through an android app as well. She said that 
the Revenue Department had also established special counters 
in 14 embassies and consulates in four countries (America, UK, 
Saudi Arabia and UAE ) for facilitating the overseas Pakistanis 
there. They could get documents of their properties while stay-
ing abroad. She said that nine industrial zones had been estab-
lished on 10,000 acres of land in Punjab which could create 
maximum opportunities of jobs and investment in the province. 
he asked Nawaz Sharif to return to Pakistan and face the law.
She said that the opposition and the PDM had no pain for the 
public and their deadline for long march was nothing more 
than gimmickry. VoM

Dr Firdous expresses satisfaction over 
performance of land record centres

BEIJING
Chinese and Russian digital media 

outlets should strengthen cooperation 
to inject more vitality into their stra-
tegic partnership, participants said at 
the 2020 China-Russia Online Media 
Webinar. Niu Yibing, deputy head of the 
office of the Central Cyberspace Affairs 
Commission, said at the opening cere-
mony of the webinar on Friday that the 
COVID-19 pandemic brought significant 
increase in global instability, uncertainty, 
unilateralism, protectionism and hegem-
ony are threatening world peace and 
development. The international situa-
tion has become more complicated with 
conflicts and challenges following one 
after another. Niu said the two countries 
have upheld the core status of the United 
Nations and international fairness and 
justice, and injected more stability into 
the volatile international situation. 
Though the pandemic restricted peo-
ple’s communication, Niu said, the inter-
net has made information accessible and 
played an important role in global anti-
coronavirus efforts. Bella Cherkesova, 
deputy head of the Ministry of Digital 
Development, Communications and 
Mass Media of the Russian Federation, 

said Chinese and Russian media outlets 
have played an important role in this 
critical period when the world is fighting 
the pandemic. She said more and more 
Russians read Chinese information these 
days and Chinese media are popular, 
thanks to deeper cooperation between 
Chinese and Russian outlets. She said 
the forum is expected to further pro-
mote their cooperation. Zhou Shuchun, 
publisher and editor-in-chief of China 
Daily, said the pandemic has greatly 
affected the world, and the global eco-
nomic recovery faces great challenges. In 
the first 11 months, trade between China 
and Russia reached $97.39 billion, and it 
is expected to exceed $100 billion for the 
third consecutive year in 2020. Given the 
sharp contraction in global trade, this 
number fully demonstrates the great 
resilience and potential of bilateral eco-
nomic and trade cooperation between 

China and Russia, Zhou said. Zhou said 
digital media from both countries should 
carry out comprehensive and in-depth 
pragmatic cooperation, enhance com-
munication and play an important role 
in upholding multilateralism and global 
strategic stability. Moreover, they should 
make good use of new information tech-
nologies, such as artificial intelligence, 
5G and big data, to innovate and create 
more digital media products in new 
forms. Ma Li, president of the China 
Internet Development Foundation, 
said the pandemic has brought many 
obstacles to people’s lives and work 
worldwide, but internet technologies 
have given full play to its unique advan-
tages in the fight against the pandemic. 
In China, netizens have not lost hope 
because of the epidemic, Instead, they 
have started a colorful online mode of 
life, study and work, making their life 
beautiful amid the pandemic, she added. 
The forum, the fourth of its kind, kicked 
off in Beijing and Moscow via video link. 
With a focus on the “role of online media 
in the COVID-19 pandemic”, the forum 
was co-hosted by China Daily and the 
China Internet Development Foundation. 
Xinhua

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Friday while daring 
the opposition parties on immediate resignations, 
predicted that majority of their members of Na-
tional and provincial assemblies would not tender 
resignations. “I invite them to resign today instead 
of tomorrow. I am predicting that majority of them 
[members of assemblies] will not resign,” Imran 
Khan said in an interview with a private television 
channel (Samaa News). The prime minister further 
said he was waiting rather praying for their resigna-
tions. “If they resign, it will be better for Pakistan,” he 
remarked. Imran Khan said the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) could do whatever it wanted, as 
the government was ready for everything. “What-
ever they do, they will make their own loss like 
they did at the Minar-e-Pakistan,” he remarked. The 
prime minister described the PDM’s December 13 
public meeting a “flop show” and said the people 
of Lahore did not come out and most of the partici-
pants comprised students of religious seminaries 
or those attracted by the offers of ‘Naan and Biry-
ani’. “They were claiming to gather a sea of people 
at the Minar-e-Pakistan,” Imran Khan remarked and 
offered to facilitate the PDM in their planned sit-in 
in Islamabad. “But they will not be able to achieve 

their objective,” he added. The prime minister also 
dared the PDM to stage even a week-long sit-in the 
Federal Capital, saying after holding a 126 days sit-in 
in Islamabad he had become a “Dharna Specialist”. 
“If they sustain even a week-long sit-in, he will start 
thinking of resignation,” he said in response to a 
question. About the Senate elections, the prime min-
ister said the polls could be held 30 days prior to the 
expiry of tenure of the present members. As far as 
the procedure of open ballot or show of hands was 
concerned, he said, the government would approach 
the Supreme Court for interpretation of the relevant 
clauses of law. He said as it was a well known fact 
that the people indulged in corruption through use 
of money in the Senate elections, the government’s 
intention was to check such malpractices in elec-
tion of Upper House of Parliament. “If a member 
of Senate is elected through corruption, how and 
what he will contribute in the legislation process?” 
he remarked. To a question, the prime minister cat-
egorically rejected the reports of his cabinet mem-
ber’s visit to Tel Aviv as “totally incorrect” and “fake 
news” and said it was part of India’s disinformation 
campaign recently exposed by EU DisinfoLab. “It is 
totally incorrect. When we have a policy that we will 

not recognize Israel, why a minister will go there? 
And what he will do there? It is fake news,” he added. 
The prime minister said a full-fledged campaign was 
being run and the European Union DisinfoLab had 
recently exposed the whole Indian network.  Some 
Pakistani nationals were also involved in the net-
work [of disinformation] and were feeding them 
from here, he added. “Uproar is going on in the coun-
try [by the opposition parties] for the last two years.., 
the voices of all is bad,” the prime minister remarked 
and questioned “Did no good thing happened [dur-
ing this period?” He lamented that nobody [from the 
opposition side] was telling that the country’s econ-
omy had come on a takeoff position. “If the stock ex-
change is moving upward, it shows the confidence 
of investors and businessmen,” he said and again 
questioned, “Can anybody take the stock market 
up by force?” Prime Minister Imran Khan said the 
governments of Pakistan Peoples Party and Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz took the country’s debt 
from Rs 6,000 billion in 2008 to Rs 30,000 billion 
in 2018. To a question about the PDM’s movement, 
he said ‘big thieves’ had come together to protect 
their interests and seek an NRO (National Recon-
ciliation Ordinance) which he would never give. VoM

PM dares PDM on immediate resignations; says majority of 
members not to resign  

PM said he was waiting rather praying for their resignations. “If they resign, it will be better for Pakistan,”

At UN, Pakistan 
spotlights struggle of 

Kashmiris, Palestinians 
for self-determination

UNITED NATIONS
Pakistan highlighted the struggle of peoples in 
occupied Palestine and Kashmir for their right of 
self-determination at an event organized by Rus-
sia, South Africa and Vietnam on Friday to mark 
the 60th anniversary of the landmark UN Decla-
ration on Decolonization. The commemorative 
meeting, held on the sidelines of the 75th session 
of UN General Assembly, was attended by nearly 
100 member states. Adopted by the General As-
sembly on 14 December 1960, the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun-
tries and Peoples, called for the immediate cessa-
tion of “all armed action or repressive measures 
of all kinds directed against dependent peoples” 
to enable them to exercise peacefully and freely 
their freedom of choice. “Today, this declaration 
has become an epitome of freedom struggle 
from colonial oppression, alien domination and 
foreign occupation,” Aamir Khan, deputy perma-
nent representative of Pakistan to the UN, told 
the meeting. But sixty years on, he said millions 
of people in the “non-governing territories” and 
under occupation in Palestine, Kashmir as well 
as other situations continue to yearn for their 
inalienable right to self-determination. “The on-
going oppression of Kashmiris for the last seven 
decades. especially since 5 August 2019, is regret-
table, illegal and in violation of the UN Charter, 
Security Council resolutions and international 
law,” Aamir Khan said, noting that the UN and its 
various bodies had frequently denounced these 
measures and policies. “The use of brute force 
– including naked military force, demographic 
changes amounting to genocide, extra judicial 
killings, arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearanc-
es, curfews and lockdowns, communications and 
economic blackouts and illegal settlements — are 
outlawed under international law, and are in vio-
lations of human rights and other related laws,” 
the Pakistani delegate said. “Another concern 
is using the canard of portraying the legitimate 
freedom struggles as ‘terrorism’,” he said. VoM
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Boko Haram

B oko Haram, a jihadist terrorist organization based in northeastern 
Nigeria. Translated from the region’s Hausa language Boko Haram 
means “Western language is forbidden”. The group launched its 
insurgency in 2009, its founding leader Muhammad Yusuf was killed 
in police custody the same year. The group has caused havoc in 
Africa’s most populated country through an influx of bombings, as-

sassinations and abductions. It is battling to topple the government and create an 
Islamic state. Boko Haram promotes a rendition of Islam which makes it “haram” 
or forbidden, for Muslims to participate in any political or social movement related 
to Western society. That includes voting in elections, wearing western clothing 
or receiving a secular education.At a point when people gander at an old picture, 
they marvel at how time has changed circumstances. For the people of Nigeria, it 
has been the latter. An endless deja vu of unfortunate memories that continue to 
intensify like a ceaseless abyss. On November 29, 43 decimated farmers rose up 
to an aggregate of 110 butchered Nigerians, some with their throats slit open, and 
others with their heads chopped off. Boko Haram, an offshoot of Daesh, rushed to 
claim credit for what the United Nations has depicted as the most violent assault 
against civilians in 2020.Six years ago 276 girls were taken from a government 
secondary school in Chibok by Boko Haram. Several girls were released after tense 
negotiations but 112 are still missing.Boko Haram has attacked many schools in 
Northern Nigeria. Recently the terrorist group has rehashed one of its most nota-
ble crimes, abducting 300 schoolboys from their boarding schools in Northwest 
Nigeria. A week ago they were handed over to security agencies. Nigeria’s gov-
ernment stated that there were prompting outpourings of relief and joy across 
the nation after fright they would turn out to be long-term hostages of jihadist 
militants.According to the officials the group has around 9000 men and cells that 
have expertise in bombings. Through its raids on military bases and banks, it has 
gained control of vast amounts of weapons and money. Thus, its odds being routed 
anytime in the near future, despite MrBuhari’s claim that it had been “technically 
defeated” are slim, with the region’s chronic poverty and poor education system 
causing it to gain new recruits.

International Human 
Solidarity Day

T he idea of solidarity has characterized the work done by the 
United Nations since the formation of the Organization. The 
creation of the United Nations drew the people groups and 
countries of the world together to advance harmony, human 
rights, and social and economic development. Every year, 20th 
December is marked as International Human Solidarity Day 

according to United Nations General Assembly’s (UNGA) resolution 57/264 
in the form of a trust fund of the United Nations Development Programme 
which aims to eradicate poverty and promote human and social development 
in developing countries while also relies on the concept of collective security 
based on the solidarity of UN members to unite and maintain international 
peace and security. One of the majorly neglected human rights concerns of 
today’s world includes the tensions in the land of Kashmir which has been 
illegally occupied by the Indian government while threatening South Asia’s 
regional security complex. Ever since the partition of the subcontinent, the 
Kashmiri region has observed immense catastrophes ranging from mass 
killings, enforced disappearances, torture, rape, and sexual abuse to politi-
cal repression and suppression of freedom of speech by the Indian military 
troops deployed in the region. For Kashmiris to live in a peaceful environment 
the world powers need to understand the grave reality of the dispute which 
can be settled once and for all. Pakistan observes Kashmir Solidarity Day each 
year by its people coming out in the streets and avenues across the country 
to participate in rallies held to support the people of occupied Kashmir and 
their right to self-determination. Pakistan shall always continue its moral and 
diplomatic support to the Kashmiris. . This country has religious, cultural, 
and blood ties with Kashmir. Neither the state nor the citizens will remain 
silent as India’s attempts to crush the occupied region’s people continue.
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Today in History

Environmental Backlash of Industrialization 
and Urbanization

I
ndustrialization is the cycle of evolution in 
human society socially and economically from 
an agrarian culture into an industrial one. It in-
cludes huge economic and social changes, for 
example, an inclination to urbanization, a devel-

oping assemblage of breadwinners, and expanded 
technical and advanced education. The industrializa-
tion has a broad association with an economy with 
the end goal of manufacturing. Manufacturing has 
consistently involved an enormous scale utilization of 
energy and adjustment of natural frameworks from 
their pristine states. From the above assertions, it 
very well may be said that industrialization includes 
mainly mechanical developments, economic and so-
cial transformation. It revolves around improved food 
production, improved foundation to expand ecotour-
ism opportunities, more proficient preservation and 
utilization of resources, more productive methods for 
transportation, lessening reliance on fossil fuels and 
natural wood fuels, etc. Although industrialization 
is the way to wealth and better living conditions, it 
equally affects climate and further adds to climate 
change. In 1896, a Swedish researcher had stated 

that fossil fuel burning may at the end prompt to-
wards global warming; much to his dismay that his 
case was just the start of one of the greatest world-
wide issues the world has ever experienced. A great 
deal of observational evidence on factors affecting 
environmental change has remained focused on the 
agricultural sector. There is little knowledge about the 
deep and equally distressing impacts of the industrial 
sector, mainly manufacturing over climate change.
Greenhouse gases from human activities are the most 
significant driver of observable climate change since 
the mid-20th century. A report by the International 
Energy Agency estimates carbon dioxide (CO2) dis-
charges from the burning of coal, flammable gas, oil, 
and different fuels, including industrial waste and 
non-sustainable metropolitan waste. While ranking 
the top 20 countries that emitted the most carbon-
dioxide in 2018 where China, remains at the top. 
Being ranked at the top for contributing the highest 
to climate change does not simply mean that other 
nations have been justified to continue producing as 
much amount of greenhouse gases as they desire. For 
instance, China is the main supplier of manufactured 
goods for the whole world. Along with that, China has 
also become the top contributor to global greenhouse 
gas emissions which are gradually sinking into the 
environment and have already started to make life on 
Earth difficult. Since the Industrial Revolution, people 
have massively expanded the pace of alteration of the 
atmosphere and the climate through changing agri-
cultural and mechanical practices and the pumping 
of ozone harming substances into the environment. 
The populace development, which went with the in-

dustrial revolution offered to ascend to the require-
ment for more land for agriculture and metropolitan 
developments, prompting enormous deforestation 
and changing of the climate. This populace growth 
additionally implied more individuals consuming 
petroleum derivatives to fulfill their energy necessi-
ties. About 98% of carbon dioxide discharges, 24% 
of methane gas emissions, and 18% of nitrous oxide 
emissions are because of burning fossil fuels to run 
vehicles and trucks, heat homes and businesses, and 
power factories. However, a serious share of emis-
sions is because of expanded agriculture, deforesta-
tion, landfills, industrial productions, and mining. 
Industrialized countries emit unmistakably more 
carbon dioxide than other countries. There is an im-
mense differentiation between developed/industrial-
ized countries and less fortunate developing nations 
in greenhouse gas emissions, along with the purposes 
behind those outflows. To date, industrialized nations 
represent generally 80% of the carbon dioxide devel-
opment in the environment. Annually, over 60% of 
global industrial carbon dioxide emissions originate 
in industrialized nations, where just about 20% of 
the total populace resides.

David Guetta staging global New Year’s gig
LONDON

David Guetta is kicking off 2021 with a big 
charity concert broadcast from a secret loca-
tion in Paris, France.The Titanium hitmaker 
will stage his latest United at Home series on 
31 December for UNICEF and Les Restos du 
Coeur, a local charity distributing food to those 
in need during the coronavirus pandemic.The 
superstar DJ’s gig will be filmed by officials at 
the Amsterdam, Holland-based Insight TV, and 
made available on all of the network’s global 
platforms at midnight on New Year’s Eve.“With 
most of the world experiencing the holidays 
while not being able to celebrate with friends 
and family, Insight TV wanted to give our 
viewers a reason to dance right in their own 
homes,” Insight TV executive Arun Maljaars told 
Variety.“It will be (a) spectacular feast for the 
eyes and ears as David Guetta performs an elec-
trifying set accompanied by the biggest light 
show the world has ever seen.”Guetta launched 
the United at Home concert series early on in 
the Covid shutdown, performing in undisclosed 
outdoor locations in Miami, Florida and New 
York. The events have so far raised $1.5 mil-
lion (£1.1 million) for a variety of good causes, 
including the World Health Organization and 
Feeding America.It’s not the only gig Guetta has 
lined up for New Year’s Eve - he will also be 
performing a virtual set for Tomorrowland’s 
end-of-year bash.The festivities will begin at 
8pm and run until 3am in all 27 time zones.

NASA Moves Forward with Campaign 
to Return Mars Samples to Earth

CALIFORNIA
NASA and ESA (European Space Agency) 

are moving to the next phase in a cam-
paign to deepen understanding of whether 
life ever existed on Mars and, in turn, bet-
ter understand the origins of life on Earth.
NASA has approved the Mars Sample 
Return (MSR) multi-mission effort to ad-
vance to Phase A, preparing to bring the 
first pristine samples from Mars back to 
Earth. During this phase, the program will 
mature critical technologies and make 
critical design decisions, as well as assess 
industry partnerships.The first endeavor 
of this campaign is in progress. NASA’s 
Mars 2020 Perseverance rover launched 
in July and is set to land on the Red 
Planet Feb. 18, 2021. The car-size rover 
will search for signs of ancient microbial 
life. Using a coring drill at the end of its 
robotic arm, Perseverance has the capa-
bility to gather samples of Martian rock 
and regolith (broken rock and dust), and 
hermetically seal them in collection tubes. 
Perseverance can deposit these samples 
at designated locations on the Martian 
surface or store them internally.In the 
next steps of the MSR campaign, NASA 
and ESA will provide respective compo-
nents for a Sample Retrieval Lander mis-

sion and an Earth Return Orbiter mission, 
with launches planned in the latter half of 
this decade. The Sample Retrieval Lander 
mission will deliver a Sample Fetch Rover 
and Mars Ascent Vehicle to the surface of 
Mars. The rover will retrieve the samples 
and transport them to the lander. The 
Perseverance rover also provides a po-
tential capability for delivery of collec-
tion tubes to the lander. A robotic arm on 
the lander will transfer the samples into 
a container embedded in the nose of the 
Mars Ascent Vehicle.Once sealed, the sys-
tem will prepare for the first launch from 
another planet. In Mars orbit, the Earth 
Return Orbiter will rendezvous with and 
capture the sealed sample container, and 
then place the samples in an additional 
high-reliability containment capsule for 
return to Earth in the early 2030s.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

A second coronavirus vaccine is nearing 
emergency approval in the US after it was 
endorsed by a panel of experts.The head of 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) said 
his agency would move quickly to authorise 
the Moderna vaccine, allowing the company 
to begin shipping millions of doses.President 
Donald Trump tweeted incorrectly that the 
vaccine had already been “overwhelmingly 
approved”.The Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine was 
approved earlier.America has recorded more 
Covid-19 cases and deaths than any other and 
earlier this week, its death toll passed 300,000.
The advisory panel on Thursday voted 20-0 
with one abstention that the benefits of the 
Moderna vaccine outweighed the risks for 
those aged 18 and over. The same committee 
last week backed the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine, 
leading to its authorisation for emergency 
use the following day. Following the panel’s 
endorsement, FDA commissioner Stephen 

Hahn said his agency had informed Moderna 
it would work “rapidly” towards issuing emer-
gency use authorisation.Yet Mr Trump posted 
without confirmation from the FDA that the 
vaccine had been “overwhelmingly approved” 
and distribution would “start immediately”. It 
requires temperatures of around -20C for ship-
ping - similar to a normal freezer.The Pfizer jab 
requires temperatures closer to -75C, making 
transport logistics much more difficult.Like the 
Pfizer jab, the Moderna vaccine also requires a 
second booster shot. Moderna’s second injec-
tion comes 28 days after the first. The company 
is based in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and has 
said that if approved, the “vast majority” of its 
doses would be manufactured there.Pfizer’s 
drug is being manufactured in several coun-
tries, including Germany and Belgium. The US 
began its Covid-19 vaccination drive earlier 
this week, after emergency approval was given 
to the vaccine developed by US pharmaceutical 
giant Pfizer and its German partner BioNTech.
The vaccination programme aims to reach 

100 million people by April.New York nurse 
Sandra Lindsay was among the first people in 
the country to receive a coronavirus vaccine 
when the rollout began on Monday. Footage 
of her being vaccinated was streamed on the 
Twitter feed of New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo, whose state was the epicentre of the 
US epidemic in the first wave earlier this year. 
”I hope this marks the beginning of the end 
of a very painful time in our history. I want to 
instil public confidence that the vaccine is safe. 
We’re in a pandemic and so we all need to do 
our part,” Ms Lindsay said. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines sub-
mitted to US states say healthcare workers 
should be prioritised first, as well Americans 
living in long-term care homes.Essential work-
ers are expected to be next in line for the jab, 
but it will be up to states to decide which in-
dustries to prioritise.Moncef Slaoui, the chief 
scientist of federal vaccine distribution pro-
gramme Operation Warp Speed, says the young 
and healthy should be at the back of the queue.

Moderna vaccine moves closer to US approval

December-20-1960

North Vietnam announces the for-
mation of the National Front for 
the Liberation of the South at a 
conference held “somewhere in 
the South.” This organization, 
more commonly known as the 

National Liberation Front (NLF), was designed 
to replicate the success of the Viet Minh, the um-
brella nationalist organization that successfully 
liberated Vietnam from French colonial rule.
The NLF reached out to those parts of South 
Vietnamese society who were displeased with 
the government and policies of President Ngo 
Dinh Diem. One hundred delegates representing 
more than a dozen political parties and religious 
groups–both communists and non-communists–
were in attendance at the conference. However, 
from the beginning, the NLF was dominated by 
the Lao Dong Party Central Committee (North 
Vietnamese Communist Party) and served as the 
North’s shadow government in South Vietnam. 
The Saigon regime dubbed the NLF the “Viet 
Cong,” a pejorative contraction of Viet Nam 
Cong San (Vietnamese Communists).The NLF’s 
military arm was the People’s Liberation Armed 
Forces (PLAF). In February 1965, the PLAF at-

tacked U.S. Army installations at Pleiku and Qui 
Nhon, which convinced President Lyndon B. 
Johnson to send the first U.S. ground troops to 
South Vietnam a month later. Ultimately, more 
than 500,000 U.S. troops were sent to Vietnam 
to fight the PLAF and the People’s Army of 
Vietnam (PAVN, or North Vietnamese Army). 
The NLF reached the height of its power during 

the 1968 Tet Offensive, when the communists 
launched a massive coordinated attack against 
key urban centers throughout South Vietnam. 
Although the Viet Cong forces were soundly de-
feated during the course of the offensive, they 
achieved a great psychological victory because 
the attack prompted many long time supporters 
of the war to question the Johnson administra-

National Liberation Front formed

- The author pursues a degree in 
International Relations with expertise in South 

Asian politics.
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Eminem sorry to Rihanna 
for backing Chris 

NEWYORK
Eminem raps on his track Zeus: “And whole-
heartedly apologies Rihanna for that song 
that leaked/I’m sorry, Rih, it wasn’t meant to 
cause you grief.”He was referring to a dec-
ade-old song that leaked in 2019, on which 
he said “of course I side with Chris Brown”.
Zeus appears on Eminem’s surprise album 
Music to be Murdered By Side B.The album, 
which accompanies January’s Music to be 
Murdered By, was released on Friday.At the 
time the track leaked last year, Eminem’s 
spokesperson said: “This is a leak of some-
thing that’s over 10 years old. After Eminem 
recorded it, he scrapped it, and rewrote it.” 
On his new track, he admitted the original 
lyric “was wrong of me”.Brown pleaded guilty 
to the assault in 2009, and received five years 
probation and a community service order.
Eminem and Rihanna have collaborated sev-
eral times, including on 2010’s US number 
one single Love the Way You Lie, as well as 
Numb on her 2012 album Unapologetic and 
The Monster from The Marshall Mathers LP 
2 in 2013.The rapper’s new album features 
collaborations with Dr Dre, Ty Dolla $ign, J 
Premier and Skylar Gray.Vo:M

Kim Kardashian shows off 
daughter themed room

NEW YORK
She’s an enthusiastic and gifted decorator, recently 
turning her entire house into one giant spider-
web for Halloween.And ahead of Christmas, Kim 
Kardashian showed off two of her children’s per-
sonal Christmas trees as well as their beautiful 
rooms in her sprawling mansion.The mother 
of four, who turned 40 in October, took to her 
Instagram stories on Friday evening with several 
lovely snaps giving her 194 million Instagram fol-
lowers a further peek into her busy life. First, the 
Skims founder uploaded a hilarious snap from 
her car, in which her three Pomeranian puppies 
were seen crowded in the passenger seat.She cap-
tioned the pic humorously, ‘When did I become 
this person? Help!’ Next, she shared a brief video 
snippet of a lovely illuminated pink Christmas tree 
topped with various eclectic ornaments including 
a gumball machine, cupcakes and a tiger at the 
top. Ariana Grande‘s holiday song Santa Tell Me 
was playing, and North, seven, entered the frame 
briefly to sing along. Later in her IG stories, Kim 
specified that the tree was indeed that of her 
eldest daughter.Another glorious photo showed 
North sprawled on her pale pink satin bed, which 
was adorned with a fabulous butterfly-shaped 
headboard.VoM

Cher discusses son’s 
gender transition

DUBAI
Cher has opened up about her son Chaz 
Bono’s gender transition, admitting “it 
wasn’t easy” for her at first.The Believe 
hitmaker’s first-born child underwent 
gender transition between 2008 and 
2010 and is now living his life as Chaz 
- a change that took the singer a while 
to process.“It was very unlike me to, 
in the beginning, have a problem with 
Chaz being gay, and it disappeared like 
that,” “Then we talked about (whether 
Chaz was) transgender for many years 
and (he) would say, ‘No, I don’t want to 
(transition)’,” she recalled.“And then he 
went and said, ‘OK, I want to do this’,” 
Cher shared, admitting: “it wasn’t easy. I 
remember calling, and the old (voicemail) 
message was on the phone, and that was 
very difficult.”She has since embraced 
Chaz’s transition, insisting: “You have one 
child but you don’t really lose them. They 
just are in a different shape. And Chaz is 
so happy. So, so unbelievably happy.”VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

The 26-year-old suffered the injury dur-
ing a throw-down session on December 
13 and was advised 12-day rest
Pakistan Test captain Babar Azam faces 
a fight against time to be fit for the first 
Test match against New Zealand, after 
he was ruled out of the ongoing three-
match Twenty20 International (T20I) 
series due to a fracture in his right 
thumb.According to sources, Babar is 
undergoing treatment and has started 
some light training, but there are very 
less chances of him gaining full match 
fitness in time for the first Test, which 
starts at Bay Oval, Mount Maunganui, 
on December 26.The 26-year-old suf-
fered the injury during a throw-down 
session on December 13, following 
which he was taken to a local hospi-
tal where X-rays confirmed the frac-
ture and was advised 12-day rest. 

Babar suffered the injury a day after 
opener Imamul Haq had fractured his 
left thumb, also during a throw-down 
session. Imam had also been advised 
a 12-day rest and there is a question 

mark on his availability as well.After 
12 days, both players will undergo 
scans on their respective fractures, fol-
lowing which a final decision regard-
ing their participation will be made.

Staff Report
LIVERPOOL

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp 
was unimpressed by the decision to 
allow Premier League teams to have 
nine players on the bench instead of 
seven, saying Friday it wasn’t a com-
promise for rival clubs again voting 
against the use of five substitutes.
England’s top division is the only 
major league in Europe this season 
to have not increased the number of 
substitutes allowed to be made dur-

ing a match from three to five. Even 
England’s lower leagues and the FA 
Cup now allow five subs to be brought 
on.Klopp has been a vocal critic, saying 
using only a maximum of three sub-
stitutes is impacting player welfare 
amid a season when there have been 
more muscle injuries.On Friday, a day 
after Premier League clubs allowed a 
bench of nine players for games but 
rejected — for a third time — the 
chance to make the change from three 
to five in-game subs, Klopp’s mood was 
one of puzzlement.“In Europe, all the 
leagues have it so there must be a good 
reason for it — in all these leagues 
there is competition, no?” he said.
“In all these leagues, every club wants 
to stay in the league, some clubs want 
to win the league, but for sure all 
of them want to stay in the league. 
Here is the only country, pretty 
much the only league, where we do it 

differently.”Aston Villa, Burnley, Crystal 
Palace, Fulham, Leicester, Leeds, 
Newcastle, Sheffield United, West 
Ham and Wolverhampton Wanderers 
were the teams that voted against the 
change to five in-match subs, hav-
ing the view that making the switch 
would benefit the clubs with bigger 
squads.Manchester City manager Pep 
Guardiola has also criticized the rule 
because of player-welfare reasons, yet 
opted to make no substitutions in his 
team’s 2-0 win over Fulham on Dec. 
5.Similarly, Klopp didn’t make a single 
change during his team’s 2-1 win over 
Tottenham in a match between the top 
two in the league on Wednesday. The 
last time Liverpool made no substi-
tutions in a game was in 2004.Klopp 
made that decision despite his team 
having to play on Saturday lunchtime 
at Crystal Palace, in the earliest kickoff 
time in the 14th round of league games.

Benchmark index decreases 0.06% 
to settle at 43,740.56

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The stock market on Friday lost ground as 
there were more sellers than buyers and posi-
tive momentum petered out under the weight 
of uncertainties triggered by rising corona-
virus cases coupled with India-Pakistan ten-
sions.Uncertainty in international oil markets, 
in the wake of demand issues, took a toll on 
Pakistan’s bourse and triggered sell-off in in-
dex-heavy sectors.Moreover, the news of India 
planning to launch a “surgical strike” against 
Pakistan, revealed by Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi during a press conference 
in Abu Dhabi, impacted the investment climate.
Following a brief open in the positive, the bourse 
turned bearish and investors resorted to divest-
ing their holdings. The KSE-100 index staged 
a modest recovery during the second session 
with market participants acting to erase the 
losses.Nevertheless, the index succumbed to 
selling pressure and failed to continue the posi-
tive momentum. The index edged down nearly 
30 points after recouping most of the midday 
losses.At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index 
recorded a decrease of 26.13 points, or 0.06%, 
to settle at 43,740.56 points.Arif Habib Limited, 

in its report, stated that the market traded in 
a range of 300 points, touching intraday high 
and low of 188 points and 128 points respec-
tively. “The index, however, virtually touched the 
44,000 level during intraday trading.”Investors 
were perturbed about the upcoming short rollo-
ver week, which brought selling pressure, it said. 
“Moreover, investors had to face a fresh threat 
as highlighted by the foreign minister during 
a press conference, relayed in the last hour of 
trading.”The report added that the investors, 
in general, resorted to profit-booking rather 
than carrying positions over the weekend. Key 
stocks of banks, exploration and production, oil 
and gas marketing companies helped the index 
stay afloat.Towards the end, the index recorded 
brisk activity in the steel sector that improved 
price performance of underlying stocks.Sectors 
contributing to the performance included oil 
and gas marketing companies (+21 points), auto 
(+14 points), banks (+14 points), fertiliser (-42 
points) and cement (-26 points).Individually, 
stocks that contributed positively to the index 
included Pakistan State Oil (+28 points), 
Thal Limited (+15 points), Azgard Nine (+14 
points), HBL (+10 points) and NBP (+9 points).
Stocks that contributed negatively were Engro 
Corporation (-34 points), Pakistan Petroleum 
(-11 points), Hubco (-10 points), Kohinoor 
Textile Mills (-7 points) and Kohat Cement (-7 

points).Overall, trading volumes fell to 482.6 
million shares compared with Thursday’s tally 
of 497.6 million. The value of shares traded dur-
ing the day was Rs23.7 billion.Shares of 405 
companies were traded. At the end of the day, 
187 stocks closed higher, 200 declined and 18 
remained unchanged. Pakistan Refinery was the 
volume leader with 38.1 million shares, losing 
Rs0.94 to close at Rs21.61. It was followed by 
Fauji Foods with 31.5 million shares, gaining 
Rs0.33 to close at Rs17.51 and K-Electric with 
28.6 million shares, gaining Rs0.03 to close at 
Rs3.88. Foreign institutional investors were net 
sellers of Rs461.6 million worth of shares during 
the trading session, according to data compiled 
by the National Clearing Company of Pakistan.

Bureau Report
CHICAGO

Boeing’s 737 MAX is set to return to the skies 
in Canada with a local twist in the cockpit, 
after Ottawa became the last major Western 
regulator to lift a 20-month safety ban.Small 
print in Thursday’s Transport Canada an-
nouncement sheds light on a regulatory split 
over the use of a less common tactic to over-
come cockpit distractions, deepening interna-
tional disunity over the lessons from two fatal 
crashes.Transport Canada joined the US Federal 
Aviation Administration and other regulators in 
requiring more training and revisions to MCAS 
anti-stall software implicated in the crashes in 
Indonesia and Ethiopia, which killed 346 peo-
ple.But unlike the FAA, Canada will give pilots 
an option to intervene in an electrical system 
to silence an alarm thought to have distracted 
crew as they tried to control the doomed jets.
In an unusual move, pilots in Canada will be 
allowed to pull a circuit-breaker or electric 
fuse to silence an erroneously activated “stick 
shaker,” which vibrates the control column and 

makes a loud noise when the jet risks losing 
lift.“Normally, pulling circuit breakers is con-
sidered an outdated practice and should only 
be done when directed by a checklist and not 
as a method of troubleshooting,” said Tim Perry, 
president of Air Line Pilots Association (ALPA) 
Canada.Perry said he backs Canada’s proce-
dure: “Upon thorough evaluation, we deemed 
it safe.”The two MAX crashes, involving a com-
puter that pushed the nose down because of 
false flight data, had already undermined de-
cades of efforts to harmonize safety rules as 
regulators worldwide banned the jet without 
waiting for the FAA.The Canadian push to let 
pilots pull a circuit-breaker is further proof of 
regulators’ willingness to check each other’s 
homework and could increase pressure to be 
heard from pilots.“The more differing view-
points you have, the more of a problem it is 
for industry,” said Michael Daniel, a former 
FAA certification expert.Transport Canada, a 
low-key figure in a field dominated by heavy-
weights in the US and Europe, said it had spent 
over 15,000 hours reviewing the MAX. Like its 

European counterpart, it is unwilling to sur-
render its increased role.“Canada will abso-
lutely have a greater involvement in ... either 
independent testing throughout the validation 
process, or a greater engagement in the actual 
testing itself,” Nicholas Robinson, its head of 
civil aviation, told Reuters.Pilots, who played an 
important part in MAX discussions, also want 
a permanent say in future approvals.“The ex-
tensive return-to-service exercise illustrates 
the need to have airline pilots involved in the 
certification process,” said Perry.

Debate over pulling fuses widens regulatory cracks on 737 MAX

Amazon announces 
new fulfillment 
center in U.S. 

Arkansas
Bureaau Report
SAN FRANCISCO

A m a z o n . c o m ,  I n c .  o n 
Thursday announced plans 
to open a new fulfillment 
center in North Little Rock, 
U.S. state of Arkansas.The 
new fulfillment center, which 
is anticipated to launch in 
2021, will create more than 
500 new, full-time jobs with 
industry-leading pay, the an-
nouncement said.In the new 
one-million-square-foot ful-
fillment center Amazon asso-
ciates will work to pick, pack, 
and ship bulky or larger-sized 
customer items such as patio 
furniture, outdoor equipment, 
or rugs.“We are proud to be 
expanding our operations 
in Arkansas with our new-
est facility in North Little 
Rock and we are excited to 
create over f ive hundred 
new, full-time jobs for the 
local community,” said Alicia 
Boler Davis, Amazon’s vice 
president of global customer 
fulfillment.“I am proud to see 
Pulaski County continuing to 
be an attractive market for 
business expansion,”  said 
Pulaski County Judge Barry 
Hyde. “Amazon’s ongoing in-
vestment directly attributes 
to economic growth and job 
opportunities for the people 
of Pulaski County and all of 
Central Arkansas.” Enditem

Bureau Report
JEDDAH

French corporate and investment banking 
company Natixis has expanded its operations 
into Saudi Arabia in order to mediate between 
international investors and regional borrow-
ers who want to focus on more sustainable 
and environmentally friendly ways of doing 
business.While the company has had a pres-
ence in the Middle East for over 20 years, 
it was awarded a license to operate in the 
Kingdom by the Capital Market Authority in 
May this year.Barbara Riccardi, the compa-
ny’s regional head in the Middle East, said it 
was an obvious move as the Kingdom is “one 
of the largest contributors” to the region’s 
economy.Ammar Bukhamsin, the company’s 
newly appointed CEO for Saudi Arabia, said 
its expansion aims “to further grow this fran-
chise and bring our expertise and our mar-
ket-leading solutions closer to our clients and 
support the needs of borrowers and Islamic 
investors.”Headquartered in Paris, where 
196 countries signed a ground-breaking cli-
mate change agreement in 2015, Natixis has 
a strong focus on green, sustainable projects 
and financing.Riccardi said: “We’re all in to-

ward supporting the country’s development 
into a more green, sustainable future, which 
is particularly key in Saudi’s Vision 2030.”She 
added that the Kingdom is already making 
progress as part of its drive to diversify its 
economy away from a reliance on hydrocar-
bons.Bukhamsin said: “We’re very keen to 
bring our global and market expertise, which 
I think are directly linked to all these diver-

sification ambitions that the country has.”He 
took up his post at Natixis in Saudi Arabia in 
November, having worked in the finance sector 
for more than 16 years.His career started in 
2004 at Citi, before moving to UBS in London 
in 2010 and Goldman Sachs in Dubai in 2013.
In 2015 Bukhamsin joined Natixis, and was 
appointed head of global markets sales for the 
Middle East in 2019.

French green bank expands into Saudi Arabia

Bureau Report
LONDON

The Challenge Riyadh football team won the inaugural 
Women’s Football League (WFL) Champions Cup on Thursday, 
taking home SR150,000 ($40,000) in prize money in the pro-
cess.The cup final was the culmination of the opening WFL 
season, the first league of its kind in Saudi Arabia, which 
started on Nov. 17 with 24 teams from Riyadh, Jeddah and 
Dammam taking part in a city qualification round before the 
semifinals and final.The “final four” saw Challenge Riyadh 
beat Eastern Flames in the first semifinal, with Jeddah Eagles 
defeating The Storm in the other before the Riyadh team saw 
off their Jeddah rivals in the final.The Sports for All Federation 
(SFA) President, Prince Khaled bin Alwaleed bin Talal, and 
Managing Director, Shaima Saleh Al-Husseini, along with 
other SFA dignitaries, were on hand to present the cup to 
the winning team.“The Sports for All Federation, with the 
strong support of our Minister of Sports, Prince Abdul Aziz 
bin Turki Al-Faisal, was proud to award the first-ever winners 
of the Women’s Football League,” Prince Khaled said.“This 
landmark moment in our country’s community-level sports 
history would not have been possible without the vision and 
forward trajectory laid out for us by His Majesty King Salman, 
and HRH the Crown Prince, Mohammed bin Salman.“The de-
termination that our WFL players showed was matched only 
by the coaches, referees and on-group support team. I con-
gratulate you all on living up to the high standard that His 
Majesty and His Royal Highness have set for us; today you 
have made Saudi Arabia proud,” he added.The WFL is part of 
the SFA’s initiatives to encourage female sports participation, 
and with a view to developing and enhancing infrastructure 
for women in sports.A team of coaches was assigned to the 
league’s newly formed teams, comprising four international 
coaches and four local coaches. 

KSE-100 drops 26 points on selling pressure

Liverpool manager puzzled by latest block on allowing 5 subs

Challenge Riyadh crowned 
champions of inaugural Saudi 

WFL campaign

Babar Azam in doubt for first Test against New Zealand
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Bureau Report
LONDON 

A new strain of coronavirus 
identified in the United King-
dom is up to 70% more infec-
tious but it is not thought to 
be more deadly and vaccines 
should still be effective, Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson and sci-
entists said on Saturday. Johnson 
and England’s Chief Medical Of-
ficer Chris Whitty said the vari-
ant strain had been discovered 
through Public Health England’s 
genomic surveillance and it was 
now confirmed that it spread 
more easily that the original ver-
sion. “There’s no evidence that 
it causes more severe illness or 
higher mortality, but it does ap-
pear to be passed on significantly 
more easily,” Johnson told a news 
conference to announce tougher 
lockdown restrictions for mil-
lions of people. “Although there’s 
considerable uncertainty, it may 
be up to 70% more transmissible 
than the old variant, the original 
version of the disease. This is 
early data and it’s subject to re-
view. “But it’s the best that we 

have at the moment and we have 
to act on information as we have 
it, because this is now spread-
ing very fast.” Cases in Brit-
ain have soared in the last two 
weeks, and were rising fast, data 
showed. Britain’s Chief Scientific 
Adviser Patrick Vallance said 
COVID-19 vaccines appeared to 
be adequate in generating an 
immune response to the variant 
of the coronavirus. “We think 
it (the variant) may be in other 
countries as well,” Vallance told 
reporters. “It may have started 

here, we don’t know for sure.” 
Vallance said in parts of England, 
including London, the south east 
and east of England, the new 
variant was becoming the domi-
nant form. “This virus has taken 
off,” he said of the mutation. “It’s 
moving fast and it’s leading in-
evitably to a sharp increase in 
hospital admissions.” “There 
is no evidence it causes a more 
severe disease, causes more 
hospitalisation, causes more 
trouble than the other virus, it 
basically looks similar.” Reuters

MOSCOW
The United States is halting 
work at two consulates in 
Russia, the State Department 
said, citing safety and secu-
rity issues at the facilities 
where operations had been 
curtailed over COVID-19. 
Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo in consultation with 
Ambassador John Sullivan 
decided to shut the consul-
ate in Vladivostok in the far 
east and suspend operations 
at the consulate in Yekater-
inburg, a State Department 
representative said in a state-
ment emailed to Reuters on 
Saturday. The decision, part 
of “ongoing efforts to ensure 
the safe and secure operation 
of the US diplomatic mission 
in the Russian Federation,” 
did not affect Russian con-
sulates in the United States, 
the statement said, without 
offering detailed reasons for 
the move. Asked this week 
about Russian media reports 
that the two consulates might 
be closed, the US embassy in 
Moscow said it had suspend-
ed operations at the Vladi-
vostok consulate and rolled 

back operations in Yekat-
erinburg in March because 
of the pandemic. US-Russia 
ties have been strained by 
issues ranging from con-
flicts in Syria to Ukraine, as 
well as allegations of Rus-
sian interference in US poli-
tics, which Moscow denies. 
Hackers believed to be work-
ing for Russia are accused 
of wide-ranging hacks of US 
government agencies and a 
private companies. Pompeo 
said on Friday it was “pretty 

clearly” evident that Russia 
was involved in the attacks 
that have sent computer net-
work security teams world-
wide scrambling to limit the 
damage. The Kremlin denies 
Russian involvement. At his 
annual news conference on 
Thursday, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said he hoped 
US President-elect Joe Biden 
would help resolve some of 
the difficult issues in rela-
tions between Moscow and 
Washington. APP

ISLAMABAD 
The Jammu and Kash-
mir Freedom Front (KFF) 
has said that Indian bru-
talities cannot force the 
Kashmiris to give up their 
just struggle for securing 
their right to self-deter-
mination, in the Indian 
illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir(IIOJK). Ac-
cording to Kashmir Me-
dia Service, the KFF Vice 
Chairman, Muhammad 
Abdullah Wani in a state-
ment issued in Srinagar 

said that Indian state ter-
rorism had failed to sup-
press the Kashmiris’  free-
dom struggle in the past 
and would meet the same 
fate in future as well. 
He said that the occupa-
tion authorities arrested 
scores of youth ahead of 
the so-called elections 
of District Development 
Council in the territory. 
He said that Indian police 
arrested many people in-
cluding 22 KFF activists 
from various areas of Pul-
wama and lodged them in 
different police stations. 
He demanded immediate 
release of the detainees. 
The KFF leader appealed 
to the international com-
munity to play role in re-
solving the Kashmir dis-
pute in accordance with 
the UN resolutions to 
save the Kashmiris from 
Indian atrocities.  VoM

CAIRO 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi’s visit to the United Arab 
Emirates provided another op-
portunity to Pakistan and the UAE 
to reaffirm their commitment to-
wards strengthening their ties, in 
particular in the areas of trade and 
investment. A statement issued by 
the Foreign Office on conclusion of 
the Foreign Minister’s two day visit 
to the UAE, said that the two sides 
also shared views on regional and 
global issues of mutual interest, as 
well as to deepen their cooperation 
in the multilateral arena. It said 
the two sides also acknowledged 
Pakistani community’s positive 
contribution to the UAE’s success 
story. Accordingly, they agreed to 
consider taking appropriate steps 
to encourage people to people 
contacts between them. The state-
ment said the visit was a reflection 
of close and cordial relationship, 
which Pakistan and the UAE have 
enjoyed for decades. During the 
visit, the Foreign Minister called 

on Vice President and Prime Min-
ister of the UAE Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum and his 
UAE counterpart Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan. Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi paid homage at the 
tomb of founder of the UAE late 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
and offered prayers at Sheikh Za-
yed Grand Mosque.   He also vis-
ited Consulate General of Pakistan 
in Dubai and interacted with lo-
cal and international media. VoM

Gwadar port provides huge 
trade opportunity to CARs, 

Afghanistan: Dawood

SBP moves on 
dialogue to reduce 

gender gap in 
financial inclusion

ISLAMABAD
Japan’s Ambassador to Pakistan Kinino-
ri Matsuda says about 100 Japanese 
companies are keen to work in Pakistan 
under the Pak-Japan Skilled Workforce 
agreement. This he stated during a meet-
ing with Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister on Overseas Pakistanis Zul-
fikar Abbas Bukhari in Islamabad. The 
meeting was followed by a video confer 
ence held with the Japanese IT Compa-
nies association. Japanese IT Associa-
tion said that more than 500 Japanese IT 
companies will come to Pakistan. VoM

ISLAMABAD
Adviser to Prime Minister on Commerce and 
Investment Abdul Razak Dawood has said Gwadar port 
would provide huge opportunities to the energy rich 
Central Asian Countries and Afghanistan for regional 
trade connectivity. Talking to APP in an exclusive 
interview here, adviser Abdul Razak Dawood said that 
government was prioritizing the economic integration 
to promote regional trade and connect the regional 
important trade players with the deep sea port Gwadar. 
Replying to question, he said that Central Asian 
Republic (CARs) are demanding to providing them 
trade facilitation in Gwadar and Bin Qasim sea port for 
international and regional trade and providing them 
the facility of the warehouse. Adviser said Deep Sea 
Port of Gwadar has its own Geo-Strategic and economic 
importance which was located at the centre of regional 
connectivity and a possible railway link from Gwadar 
to Kandhar and other parts of Afghanistan. He said 
Central Asia via Afghanistan can become a key trade 
and transportation route for the entire region. Razak 
Dawood said that Pakistan was actively participating in 
regional forums of Central Asia Economic Cooperation 
(CAREC) and Quadrilateral Traffic in Transit Agreement 
(QTTA) so that maximum benefits could be taken when 
the Gwadar Port operates at full capacity in near future. 
Government of Afghanistan has requested Pakistan to 
provide Cross-Stuffing Facility at Gwadar Port, he said. 
He informed that when modalities are finalized by the 
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR), ample employment 
opportunities will be generated for the locals. He said 
development of Gwadar Port under China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridors (CPEC) would provide more 
opportunities to establish new industries as huge 
investment has been pouring in under CPEC and it 
will also provide the shortest possible route to the 
goods in transit. He said that with the improvement 
in Trans-shipment facilities at Gwadar, the whole 
dynamics of the regional connectivity would be 
changed. The Adviser said that Gwadar was at strategic 
location giving China and Central Asia an access to 
the Gulf Region and the Middle East. He said that in 
future, it would be a main Sea-gate for the Central 
Asia. It would also become easy to send products 
from Xinxiang and Central Asian countries to other 
regions, he said. Replying to another question, he said 
that this port was likely to reduce transport time for 
goods from Gwadar to Western China and the Central 
Asian Republics by 60% to 70%. Razak Dawood said 
that all possible steps are being taken by the Ministry 
of Commerce, in coordination with other stakeholders, 
to provide modern facilities at Gwadar Port so that 
goods clearance time may be reduced as per the set 
international standards. VoM

MIRPUR     
The Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) President Sardar Masood 
Khan has expressed serious con-
cern over Indian government’s 
move to build the first military 
settlement in Budgam district of 
the occupied Kashmir where ex-
servicemen who massacred Kash-
miris would be settled. In a state-
ment issued on Saturday, he said 
that India had already constructed 
two military settlements in Jammu 
region, but it had so far failed to 
build such settlements in Kashmir 
valley because of opposition by the 
political parties and the freedom 
groups. However, he maintained 
that now the revenue department 
of occupied Kashmir had expedit-
ed the process to transfer 200 ka-
nals (25 acres) agricultural land to 
the military officials for purpose. 
Masood Khan said that the latest 

move by the Indian Government 
has validated our apprehensions 
that India under well-thought-out 
planning was swiftly acting to grab 
the lands of Kashmiris in order to 
turn the whole Jammu and Kashmir 
state into its colony. The construc-
tion of such settlements would not 
only pave the way for turning oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir into an 
Indian colony but under its garb, 
the fanatics of RSS and other Hindu 
groups would also be brought and 
settled in Kashmir valley in order 
to arm them and later use them for 
massacring the Kashmiri people. 
Sardar Masood Khan further added 
that because of the blockage of in-
ternet service in Kashmir valley, 
thousands of students studying in 
India and other areas outside Kash-
mir, are unable to appear online ex-
aminations being held in the wake 
of novel coronavirus, and their fu-

ture is in jeopardy. He said that the 
Modi regime under a conspiracy 
was pushing the Kashmiri people 
into darkness in every sphere of life 
to force them to succumb to Indian 
slavery but it would never succeed 
in its evil designs. Earlier talking 
to Vice Chancellor Government 
College University Lahore Prof Dr 
Asghar Zaidi, the AJK president 
welcomed the university’s decision 
to establish a Kashmir Center of 
Excellence and said that the Cen-
ter would play an important role 
in effectively highlighting different 
aspects of the Kashmir conflict and 
apprising the new generation of 
the true perspective of the Kashmir 
issue. He maintained that the Gov-
ernment College University is an 
olden centre of knowledge can play 
an important role in highlighting 
the Kashmir issue on the nation-
al and international levels. VoM

AJK President slates establishing Indian Army 
Settlement in Badgam 

AJK President  said that India had already constructed two military settlements in Jammu region

US to halt work at two consulates in Russia after COVID-19 drawdown

Indian state terrorism failed to suppress Kash-
miris’ freedom struggle: KFF

FM’s recent visit to UAE will help further 
strengthen bilateral ties in diverse fields: FO

Japanese companies 
keen to work in 

Pakistan    

KARACHI
State Bank of Pakistan will hold a webinar on 
” Consultative Launch of Banking on Equality 
policy: Reducing the Gender Gap in Financial In-
clusion on Monday to initiate a national dialogue 
on women’s financial inclusion. The webinar 
, scheduled to start 1730 hours , will be shown 
live on State Bank’s Facebook page [https://
www.facebook.com/StateBankPakistan]. It aims 
to promote awareness about the significance of 
women’s financial inclusion and to hold discus-
sions among distinguished international thought 
leaders to find practical solutions to give a boost 
to women’s financial inclusion in the country, 
said SBP statement here on Saturday. Women’s 
access to financial and economic opportunities 
is essential for sustainable and inclusive eco-
nomic growth. However, women in Pakistan are 
disproportionately under-served by the financial 
system. Only 18% percent of adult women have 
an active bank account against 51% men. For 
addressing the gender disparities, State Bank of 
Pakistan has adopted a medium-term national 
target of 20 million active women bank accounts 
by 2023 under National Financial Inclusion 
Strategy. The target will be achieved through 
the launch of a policy to reduce the gender gap 
in financial inclusion titled Banking on Equal-
ity, which aims to promote women financial in-
clusion in the country, said SBP statement here 
on Saturday. “Banking on Equality: Reducing 
the Gender Gap in Financial Inclusion”, is a flag-
ship policy initiative of State Bank of Pakistan 
for promoting women financial inclusion. The 
policy will introduce a gender lens within the 
financial sector through specific measures to 
bring a shift towards gender friendly business 
practices. SBP Governor, Dr. Reza Baqir will host 
the consultative launch of the Banking on Equal-
ity policy with introductory presentation on the 
policy by SBP Deputy Governor Sima Kamil, and 
followed by a high level panel discussion around 
women’s financial inclusion. The panel members 
would include Princess Zahra Aga Khan Direc-
tor Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN), 
Ms. Ceyla Pazarbasioglu from IMF and Dr. Reza 
Baqir Governor, State Bank of Pakistan while Dr. 
Anita Zaidi from Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion (BMGF) will moderate the panel discussion. 
Princess Zahra has been playing leadership role 
within the Aga Khan Development Network, 
including as Trustee of the Aga Khan Univer-
sity and the University of Central Asia. VoM

UK says new coronavirus strain is more infectious, but 
vaccines should still work


