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China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor is not a project of any 
political party rather it is project 

between Pakistan and China, two 
governments and people of both 
the countries so no conspiracy 

can derail CPEC project.

Minister for Information & 
Broadcasting

Syed Shibli Faraz

Azeri leader says he will fight ‘to the 
end’ if Karabakh talks fail

China starts once-a-decade census of world’s 
largest population

The Asian Telegraph

Johnson locks down 
England as UK COVID-19 

cases pass 1 million
LONDON 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson ordered England 
back into a national lockdown after the United 
Kingdom passed the milestone of one million 
COVID-19 cases and a second wave of infections 
threatened to overwhelm the health service. The 
United Kingdom, which has the biggest official death 
toll in Europe from COVID-19, is grappling with 
more than 20,000 new coronavirus cases a day and 
scientists have warned the “worst case” scenario of 
80,000 dead could be exceeded. Johnson, at a hastily 
convened news conference in Downing Street after 
news of a lockdown leaked to local media, said that 
the one-month lockdown across England would kick 
in at a minute past midnight on Thursday morning 
and last until Dec. 2. In some of the most onerous 
restrictions in Britain’s peacetime history, people 
will only be allowed to leave home for specific rea-
sons such as education, work, exercise, shopping for 
essentials and medicines or caring for the vulner-
able. “Now is the time to take action because there 
is no alternative,” Johnson said, flanked by his chief 
medical officer, Chris Whitty, and his chief scientific 
adviser, Patrick Vallance. The government will revive 
its emergency coronavirus wage subsidy scheme to 
ensure workers who are temporarily laid off dur-
ing a new England-wide lockdown receive 80% of 
their pay. App

Virus, consolidation take toll on energy jobs
Oil and gas firms world-

wide axe workers to sur-
vive prolonged stretch of 

weak demand
Bureau Reporter

SINGAPORE/SYDNEY/LONDON/MOSCOW
Oil and gas companies worldwide 

are taking an axe to their employ-
ment rolls, shedding workers to 
survive what is expected to be a 
prolonged stretch of weak demand. 
Exxon Mobil Corp said it will cut 
its workforce by 15%, or about 
14,000 people, along with oil majors 
Chevron Corp and Royal Dutch Shell 
Plc. All told, more than 400,000 oil 
and gas sector jobs have been cut 
this year, according to Rystad Energy, 
with about half of those in the United 
States, where several big exploration 
companies and most large oil ser-
vice companies are headquartered. 
Coronavirus has devastated swathes 
of the global economy, with energy, 
travel and hospitality among the 
industries hit hardest. Energy com-
panies were already struggling with 
weak returns, particularly those op-
erating in US shale regions, but have 

had to double down on cost cuts as 
investors pressure companies to 
improve margins. “The Covid-era 
reality across the oil industry is 
austerity on an epic scale. There is 
no escaping the fact that this means, 
among other things, job losses,” said 
Pavel Molchanov, analyst at Raymond 
James. In addition to Exxon, Chevron 
Corp, Australia’s Woodside Petroleum 
Ltd and Canada’s Cenovus Energy 
Inc all announced plans in recent 
weeks to cut staff. Global fuel de-
mand slumped by more than a third 
in the spring. While consumption 
has recovered somewhat, it remains 
lower than a year ago with major 
economies resuming lockdowns to 
contain the pandemic. The down-
turn has been particularly harsh in 
the United States, the world’s largest 

crude oil producer. The nation has 
recorded the most deaths from cor-
onavirus, and the damage from the 
pandemic has sent unemployment 
to about 8%. US Energy Secretary 
Dan Brouillette said it is unlikely to 
return to the peak, near 13 million 
barrels per day, reached in 2019, 
largely through the use of fracking 
technology used by shale compa-
nies. The shale industry has been 
hit hard by the pandemic because it 
is easy for oil firms to cut staff and 
spending in the sector. Fracking has 
become a hot-button issue in the US 
presidential campaign. Democratic 
challenger Joe Biden wants to limit 
fracking on federal lands, while in-
cumbent President Donald Trump 
has pushed for more drilling, and ar-
gues Biden’s position would destroy 
jobs. Consolidation is helping drive 
job cuts. Chevron plans to eliminate 
roughly 25% of the staff acquired 
with Noble Energy, which it acquired 
this month. Shell said its oil output 
likely peaked last year, and it plans 
to cut roughly 10% of its workforce. 
Cenovus said it will cut 25% after it 
buys rival Husky Energy Inc. Reuters

BAKU/YEREVAN
Azeri President Ilham Aliyev said 

on Sunday his troops would “go to 
the end” should negotiations fail 
to result in an agreement by eth-
nic Armenian forces to withdraw 
from Nagorno-Karabakh and seven 
surrounding regions. Aliyev, speak-
ing during a meeting with Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
in the Azeri capital Baku, also said 
Armenia had “no basis” to request 
Russian military assistance in the 
conflict. Further shelling was re-
ported by Azerbaijan and ethnic 
Armenian forces in and around 
Nagorno-Karabakh on Sunday. The 
death toll in the region’s worst 
fighting in more than 25 years 
has already surpassed 1,000 and 
is possibly much higher. Nagorno-
Karabakh is internationally recog-
nised as part of Azerbaijan but is 
populated and controlled by ethnic 
Armenians. The conflict has brought 
into sharp focus the increased influ-
ence of Turkey, an ally of Azerbaijan, 
in a former Soviet region considered 
by Russia to be within its sphere of 
influence. Russia also has a security 
alliance with Armenia. Armenian 

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
has asked Russia to outline the ex-
tent of the support it could expect 
from Moscow. In response, Russia’s 
foreign ministry said on Saturday 
it would provide “all assistance re-
quired” should the conflict spill onto 
“the territory of Armenia” - land 
that is outside the current conflict 
zone. Aliyev, quoted by state news 
agency Azertag, said he wanted to 
resolve the conflict through negotia-
tions that would result in the with-
drawal of ethnic Armenian forces. 
“Otherwise,” he said, “we will con-
tinue by any means to restore our 
territorial integrity and ... we will go 
to the end.” Azerbaijan’s advances on 
the battlefield since fighting began 
on Sept. 27 have reduced its incen-
tive to strike a lasting peace deal and 
complicated international efforts to 
broker a truce. Three ceasefires have 
failed to hold. The ethnic Armenian-
controlled Nagorno-Karabakh mili-
tary said that missiles been targeted 
at the town of Martuni, the village 
of Karin Tak and the city of Shushi, 
just 15 kilometres (9 miles) from the 
enclave’s largest city, Stepanakert.
Reuters

FO rejects fake news 
about Pakistani diaspora 

in France
Pakistan categorically rejects 

India’s irresponsible statement 
regarding Gilgit-Baltistan

Islamabad
Pakistan has categorically rejected Indian 
Ministry of External Affairs’ irresponsible 
and unwarranted statement regarding Gilg-
it-Baltistan. According to the spokesperson 
of foreign office, India has no locus standi 
whatsoever on the issue legal, moral or his-
torical for more than 73 years. He said India 
has been in illegal and forcible occupation of 
parts of Jammu and Kashmir. Regurgitation 
of false and fabricated claims by India can 
neither change the facts nor divert attention 
from India’s illegal actions and continuing 
humanitarian crisis resulting from perpetra-
tion of the worst human rights violations in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK). Pakistan’s position on the Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute remains firmly anchored in 
the relevant United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolutions. The final resolution of the 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute is only possible 
through the exercise of the Kashmiris’ right to 
self-determination by holding free and impar-
tial plebiscite under the auspices of the United 
Nations. The spokesperson said that adminis-
trative, political and economic reforms are a 
long-standing demand of the people of Gilgit-
Baltistan. The envisaged provisional reforms 
reflect the aspirations of the indigenous pop-
ulace of Gilgit-Baltistan. Pakistan calls upon 
India to immediately end its illegal and forc-
ible occupation of parts of Jammu & Kashmir 
and comply with its international obligations 
by allowing the Kashmiris to exercise their in-
alienable right to self-determination through 
a free and impartial plebiscite under the aus-
pices of United Nations as enshrined in the 
relevant UN Security Council resolutions. VoM

ISLAMABAD
Chairman National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) Justice (Retd) Javed Iqbal has said the 
anti graft watchdog strongly believed in “Ac-
countability For All” policy to root out corrup-
tion in all its forms and manifestations with 
iron hands. In a statement, he said that cor-
ruption was a major hurdle in progress and 
prosperity of the country depriving a deserv-
ing person of its due right on merit. NAB’s 
enjoys one of the best 68.8 percent convic-
tion ration which is one of the best as com-
pared to other anti corruption organizations. 
NAB was the only institution of Pakistan, to 
which China has signed Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) to oversee China Pakistan 
Economic (CPEC) Corridor projects being 
undertaken in Pakistan. NAB has adopted a 
three pronged strategy of awareness, preven-
tion and enforcement which has been consid-
ered one of the best strategies in the world. 
Due to its effective anti corruption strategy, 
NAB has recovered Rs 466 billion since its 
inception which were deposited in the na-
tional exchequer. The chairman said that the 
logical conclusion of mega corruption white 
collar crimes cases was top priority of NAB. 
NAB has established witness handling cells at 
all the regional bureaus besides Anti Money 
Laundering Cell at NAB headquarters. More-
over, NAB has established complaint cells in 
NAB headquarters and in all the regional bu-
reaus. The number of complaints received till 
Oct 2020 are almost much more than 2019 

which shows people trust upon NAB. NAB has 
devised a monitoring and evaluation system 
to track implementation and outputs system-
atically, and measure the effectiveness of per-
formance which helps in enhancing the opera-
tional, monitoring and evaluation capabilities 
of the bureau. Monitoring and Evaluation Sys-
tem (MES) was an important management tool 
to track progress and it facilitates in decision 
making as well as establishes links between 
the past, present and future actions. NAB is a 
people friendly institution who strongly be-
lieves in self respect of people visiting the bu-
reau on the directions of the chairman. NAB 
had set up special desks at all bureaus across 
the country with a mandate to redress griev-
ances of entrepreneurs. VoM

“Accountability for All” policy aims to eradicate 
corruption with iron hands: Chairman NAB

SHANGHAI
Millions of census-takers began knock-

ing on doors across China on Sunday for a 
once-a-decade head count of the world’s 
largest population that for the first time 
will use mobile apps to help crunch the 
massive numbers. Around seven million 
community workers and volunteers will 
drive the two-month data-collection ef-
fort, visiting homes ranging from residen-
tial skyscrapers in downtown Shanghai to 
remote Tibetan mountain villages. China 
conducts the census every ten years to 
determine population growth, movement 
patterns and other trends, using the find-
ings to apportion resources for education, 
health, transportation, labor, elderly care 
and other services. The previous tally in 
2010 counted 1,339,724,852 persons, an 
increase of 5.83 percent, or 73,899,804 
people — equal to adding more than the 
population of France over 10 years. Much 
of the attention on this year’s census — 
expected to take two years to fully compile 
— will focus on whether it indicates any 
population bump from China’s relaxation 
of its former “one-child policy.” The policy 
was introduced in the late 1970s to slow 
rapid population growth amid concerns 

over too many mouths to feed, but was re-
laxed four years ago to allow two children 
due to fears over China’s fast-aging society 
and shrinking workforce. But the change 
has not yet resulted in a baby boom. The 
national birth rate last year was the slow-
est since the founding of Communist-ruled 
China in 1949, with many Chinese today 
choosing smaller families amid rising liv-
ing costs. The government estimates the 
2020 census could update the population 
to 1.42 billion, a 5.99 percent increase. A 
research institute affiliated with real estate 
giant Evergrande Group last week issued 
a study saying the government figure was 
an overestimate, and recommended that 
three children be allowed. “If adjustments 
are not made, it will seriously affect na-
tional rejuvenation and (China’s) rise as 
a great power,” the researchers said, cit-
ing two of the stated goals of powerful 
President Xi Jinping. The study sparked a 

passionate online discussion, with many 
saying the real curbs on childbirth are ris-
ing costs and insufficient policy support 
for families. “Even a ten-child policy is use-
less until we create a society that is child-
birth-friendly and childrearing-friendly,” 
said one widely “liked” comment on the 
WeChat platform of Chinese Internet giant 
Tencent. Demographic experts have esti-
mated it could take 15 years for the two-
child policy to have any noticeable effect 
as other modern factors mitigate against 
rapid growth, including increasingly em-
powered Chinese women delaying or 
avoiding childbirth, and the slower popu-
lation growth that comes with rising na-
tional affluence. Despite the door-to-door 
visits, most citizens are expected to enter 
their information via a smartphone app, 
adding to rising concerns about privacy 
protection. Vast amounts of Chinese eco-
nomic activity and payments are handled 
through digital apps such as WeChat and 
its rival Alipay, offered by Alibaba-affiliated 
Ant Group. Many consumers accept the re-
sulting surrender of data on their buying 
habits, travel, and other personal infor-
mation as a small price to pay for digital 
conveniences. Xinhua

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Imran Khan says the government 
has decided to give provisional provincial status 
to Gilgit-Baltistan keeping in view the UN Security 
Council (UNSC) resolutions. He was addressing 
the Azadi Parade ceremony in connection with the 
73rd Independence Day of Gilgit-Baltistan in Gil-
git on Sunday. The Prime Minister paid tribute to 
Gilgit Scouts and martyrs who sacrifices their lives 
for the liberation of this region. He also lauded the 
role of Pakistan’s security forces for successfully 
combating the war against terrorism and foiling 
attempts by the enemies to destabilize the coun-
try. Imran Khan said terrorism is being carried out 
in our country under a plan and our valiant secu-
rity forces are standing against it and rendering 
their lives for the defence of motherland. He said 
a strong army is indispensable for a country to 
protect its sovereignty and solidarity. He said Modi 
government in India is the most extremist govern-

ment and they are pursing the Hindutva ideol-
ogy, perpetrating brutalities on innocent Kashmiri 
people. The Prime Minister said rule of law is vital 
for progress and prosperity of Pakistan and those 
who want to discredit Pakistan Army and judiciary 
they are speaking the language of Modi. He said 
the government is focusing on development of all 
backward areas of the country. Earlier, address-
ing the ceremony, the Caretaker Chief Minister of 
Gilgit-Baltistan Mir Afzal Khan said armed forces 
of Pakistan have rendered lives for the security 
of the country. He also paid tribute to martyrs of 
Gilgit-Baltistan who sacrificed their lives for inde-
pendence. The Governor of Gilgit-Baltistan Raja 
Jalal Hussain Maqpoon in his remarks said Inde-
pendence Day of Gilgit-Baltistan reminds us the 
sacrifices of our martyrs. He said that incumbent 
federal government is making serious efforts to 
bring this region in mainstream. He also criticized 
the irresponsible statements of opposition leaders 

against state institutions. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan says Diamer-Bhasha Dam is a vital project 
for water storage, power generation, increasing 
viability of Tarbella Dam, creating job opportuni-
ties and further strengthening economy.   He said 
this while visiting construction site of the dame in 
Gilgit-Baltistan today (Sunday). He also reviewed 
the ongoing work on the dam site and talked to the 
workers. The Prime Minister expressed his satis-
faction on the pace and standard of the construc-
tion work and said that it will expedite economic 
activities in the area.  Chairman WAPDA Lt. Gen-
eral retried Muzammil Hussain briefed the Prime 
Minister on the ongoing construction work. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has congratulated to the 
Khyber Pukhtunkwa goverment for giving health 
insurance cover to all those with a KP domicile. In 
a Tweet today (Sunday), the Prime Minister Khan 
said that this is a huge step towards making Paki-
stan a welfare state based on Riyasat e Madina. VoM

Diamer-Bhasha Dam 
Govt decides to give provisional provincial status to GB keeping in view UNSC resolutions: PM

PM congratulates KP govt for giving health insurance cover to all those with KP domicile

Reforms package 
being introduced 
to resolve issues 
of regional press: 

Secretary Information
FAISALABAD

Secretary Information 
and Broadcasting Akbar 
Durrani has said a re-
forms package is  being 
introduced in consulta-
tion with all  stakehold-
ers to resolve longstand-
ing issues of  regional 
press.  For this purpose, 
he visited PID office Fais-
alabad yesterday to get 
f irst-hand knowledge of 
regional press’  problems.  
He said the ministry of 
information is  pursuing 
policies of  digitalization 
to improve performance 
of  its  attached depart-
ments.  He said the private 
organizations should too 
follow these reforms.   He 
said all  main offices of 
the ministry will  be con-
nected through e-fi l ing 
after December this year. 
The Secretary made it 
clear that problems being 
faced by media workers 
relating to regional press 
will  automatically be re-
solved once major issues 
of  this media are ad-
dressed.  He said region-
al  press is  an important 
part of  mainstream me-
dia,  which is  playing its 
due role in highlighting 
people’s problems.  VoM
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Turkey outraged over 
displaying caricatures of 

Tayyip Erdogan

T op Turkish officials have condemned the satire scorning 
President Tayyip Erdogan in the famous French satiri-
cal weekly Charlie Hebdo on Wednesday. They called 
it a “disgusting effort” to “spread cultural racism and 
hatred”. Turkish media also slammed the French offi-
cials blaming them for spreading religious hatred.urk-

ish anger at the caricature further ignited the row between Turkey 
and France about blasphemous sketches of Holy Prophet (peace be 
upon him), which lit after a teacher in a lesson on freedom of speech 
showed her students the cartoons was beheaded in France earlier 
this month.We strongly condemn this heinous act of negative pub-
lication against our President in the French magazine which has no 
respect for any belief, sacredness, and cultural values”, Presidential 
spokesperson Ibrahim Kalin tweeted.“They are portraying their own 
vulgarity and immorality through such vile acts. An attack on per-
sonal rights is definitely not humor and freedom of speech” he said. 
The cartoon cover of Charlie Hebdo, showed Tayyip Erdogan sitting 
in a white T-shirt and underpants, holding a can of drink with a 
woman wearing an Islamic hijab. Turkish officials.The cartoon on 
the cover of Charlie Hebdo, showed Erdogan sitting in a white T-shirt 
and underpants, holding a canned drink along with a woman wear-
ing an Islamic hijab. It was indeed a direct attack on personal beliefs 
and a violation of human rights.Turkish Presidential communica-
tions director Faherttin Altun said “ Macron’s anti-Muslim agenda 
is being fruitful”.“We strongly condemn this most flagrant effort by 
this publication in spreading cultural racism and hatred,” Faherttin 
Altun wrote on Twitter.

World Conscience Jolted

T he heinous killing of a grandfather in front of a three years’ 
old grandson by the occupying Indian forces in Sopore has 
jolted the conscience of the entire world as whole world is 
now strongly criticizing the Indian  The world is also strongly 
condemning the nefarious tactics being used by India to sup-
press the freedom struggle in occupied Kashmir.The veteran 

Hurriyat leader, Syed Ali Gilani while reacting strongly to the killing of a 
65-year-old man before his three-year-old grandson by Indian troops in 
Sopore, the other day, has said that the blood, spilled in the territory will 
drown Indian imperialism forever. In a twitter message Gilani added that 
the blood that was spilled in Kashmir would drown Indian imperialism 
forever.The Secretary General of the United Nations, Antonio Guterres while 
expressing grief over the killing of a grandfather before his three-year-old 
grandson in Sopore area of occupied Kashmir, has said that those respon-
sible for the killing of the civilian must be brought to account. Stephane 
Dujarric, the Spokesperson for the UN Secretary General, during a weekly 
press briefing in New York when asked about the gruesome incident, said, 
we will look into it. Obviously people who were responsible need to be 
brought to account. But let me look further into it.He was responding to 
the killing of a 65-year old Bashir Ahmed Khan during a cordon and search 
operation by Indian troops in Model town area of Sopore, yesterday. The 
incident took a dramatic turn after a picture went viral on social media 
showing the 3-year old grandson of the slain man crying while sitting on 
the body of his dead grandfather.To ward off criticism by the international 
media, when Indian police tried to twist the matter, the family members 
of Bashir Ahmad Khan immediately intervened to reject the police claim. 
They said the troops shot the 65-year-old man to death after dislodging 
him from his car.  In reply to a question about the Indian restrictions on 
protests against the killings in occupied Kashmir, Dujaric said, as anywhere, 
we encourage people to be, authorities to allow people to demonstrate 
freely and that they can express their rights to demonstrate.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Rajnath- T Esper Dialogue and Militarizing 
Asia Pacific

The Indo-US strategic partnership takes 
another stride with the 2+2 dialogue 
between Indian defense minister 
Rajnath Sing and his US counterpart 
Mark T Esper on Monday in Delhi. The 
dialogue covers various aspects i.e. ex-

panding defense and strategic ties and deepening 
military cooperation between the two counties by 
finalizing BECA (Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement). With the COMCASA (Communications 
Compatibility and Security Agreement), BECA, 
and LEMOA (Logistic Exchange Memorandum 
of Agreement) Indian seeks to gain considerable 
surveillance advantage however the Beijing’s de-
fense stature will pose heinous challenge to Delhi. 
The three pacts together are not meant to fulfill 
India’s dream of “Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan” 
rather, it meant to practice Trump’s doctrine of 
militarizing the Asia Pacific region in his quest for 
containing China by standing India as US super-
visor in the region. To gain a deep understanding 
of Indo-US ties, one must understand the grow-
ing power struggle in the Indo-pacific region. 
The Asia Pacific chessboard is going to show an 
interesting competition with its newly introduced 
term “Indo-Pacific”. The term Indo-pacific is origi-

nally a geographic concept that spans the Indian 
Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. The term was first 
used by Gurpreet s. Khurana a marine strategist 
10 years ago to explain the natural connectivity 
between the two oceans.Recently the indo-pacific 
term has become a strategy of China-phobic pole 
to contain China’s rise in the East. India being the 
major player in the region is concerned about 
China’s increasing economic power while japan 
perceives China’s increasing assertive actions to 
be a great and growing strategic threat. New Delhi 
and Tokyo, having complementary rather than 
identical strategic vision joined hands to manage 
and minimize the potential assertive impact from 
Beijing. The indo-pacific romance of US-led allies 
is getting warm with time. The India-japan agree-
ment for cooperation on the peaceful uses of nu-
clear energy went into force in July 2017. It was the 
first such pact ever by Japan with any country not a 
party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. The 
United States as an opportunist to prevent Power 
Transition in the region turned this romance into a 
strategic weapon to contain China. China’s assertive 
actions proved itself as the potential Challenger 
against the existing international order led by the 
U.S. Among the four major powers ( Russia, China, 
India, and Brazil) China’s economic hegemony with 
its dissatisfied nature against the existing capital-
ist world order and never became an ally of any 
U.S moves, China proved itself as the major global 
contender against the hegemony of US.On June 1, 
2019, a full-fledged strategic plan was released by 
the pentagon under the heading of “Indo-pacific 

Strategy Report”. Analyzing the report gives us the 
clear intention of the U.S that the countries it plans 
to cooperate with, will willingly agree to contain 
China (Andrew Korybko). The report directly op-
poses China of being so-called “Revisionist Power” 
that supposedly oppose the U.S vision of the so-
called free and open Indo-pacific even though it 
is Beijing to stand for a free and open trade route 
for its export. P.V Narasimha’s Look East policy to 
Modi’s Act East policy is invigorated by Obama’s 
Pivot to Asia to Trump Indo-pacific strategy striving 
for the resurgence of relative declining U.S alliance 
system in the region. Despite Organski’s assump-
tion of Power Transition theory that the challenger 
will initiate war against the existing hegemon 
which acts as a preventer of world order, China’s 
actions are much pacific as it focuses on economic 
win-win policies. Instead of China, the first part of 
the pentagon Indo-pacific strategy entails military-
strategic postures such as the deployment of the 
missile defense system in Japan and Australia, the 
opening of a joint American-Australian military fa-
cility in the Papua New Guinea Island of Manus, and 
recently Trump announces military deal with India.

Billy Idol guitarist Steve talks horror 
BEVERLY HILLS

Grammy-winning guitar god Steve Stevens is a 
huge horror buff who grew up listening to early 
shock-rockers like Arthur Brown, Alice Cooper, and 
Black Sabbath and watching the macabre soap opera 
Dark Shadows and “golden era” monster movies. 
So, when he joined forces with his most famous 
longtime collaborator, Billy Idol, in the early ‘80s, 
it was almost eerie how perfectly their passions for 
hard rock and horror aligned. Idol had in fact just 
recruited one of the most influential horror film-
makers of all time to direct his debut solo music 
video. Speaking as part of ShudderFest’s “Musicians 
Who Love Horror” Halloween afternoon panel 
alongside electronic musician Bright Light Bright 
Light, Starcrawler frontwoman Arrow De Wilde, 
and GWAR’S Berserker Blothar, Pustulus Maximus, 
and Sawborg Destructo, Stevens revealed: “Actually, 
Billy’s very first video, which was done right as I 
met him, was directed by Tobe Hooper, which is the 
‘Dancing With Myself’ video. And [Idol] was actu-
ally the first, I believe, to actually use a film director, 
as opposed to ‘MTV rock music directors.’”Hooper 
is best known as the mastermind behind the 1974 
classic The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (which, in-
cidentally, De Wilde cited as her favorite movie of 
all time, of any genre), and “Dancing With Myself” 
was the only music video that Hooper ever directed. 
The dystopian MTV staple was specifically inspired 
by the 1971 post-apocalyptic film The Omega Man, 
portraying Idol as the survivor of a global pandemic 
(which might be why it still “stands up as one of 

the best Billy Idol videos,” according to Stevens, in 
2020). But the clip did include Stevens said “a lot 
of Billy’s lyrics were always inspired by films,” like 
his No. 4 hit “Eyes Without a Face,” which took its 
title from a 1960 French body-horror/psychological 
thriller about a mad-scientist plastic surgeon who 

performs an experimental face-transplant on his 
disfigured daughter. However, it was another post-
apocalyptic film that inspired Idol and Stevens’s ‘80s 
signature style. “I mean, I’m dating myself here, but 
when we did the first Billy Idol record, Max Max had 
a huge effect on us,” Stevens recalled. 

NASA’s Perseverance Rover Is Midway to Mars
FLORIDA

NASA’s Mars 2020 Perseverance rover 
mission has logged a lot of flight miles 
since being lofted skyward on July 30 – 
146.3 million miles (235.4 million kilom-
eters) to be exact. Turns out that is exactly 
the same distance it has to go before the 
spacecraft hits the Red Planet’s atmosphere 
like a 11,900 mph (19,000 kph) freight 
train on Feb. 18, 2021.“At 1:40 p.m. Pacific 
Time today, our spacecraft will have just 
as many miles in its metaphorical rear-
view mirror as it will out its metaphorical 
windshield,” said Julie Kangas, a navigator 
working on the Perseverance rover mis-
sion at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
in Southern California. “While I don’t think 
there will be cake, especially since most 
of us are working from home, it’s still a 
pretty neat milestone. Next stop, Jezero 
Crater.”The Sun’s gravitational influence 
plays a significant role in shaping not just 
spacecraft trajectories to Mars (as well as 
to everywhere else in the solar system), 
but also the relative movement of the two 
planets. So Perseverance’s route to the 
Red Planet follows a curved trajectory 
rather than an arrow-straight path. NASA’s 
Mars 2020 Perseverance rover has logged 
146.3 million (235.4 million kilometers) 
of space miles – exactly half of what will 
be covered before reaching the Red Planet. 

View the full interactive experience at Eyes 
on the Solar System. Image Credit: NASA/
JPL-Caltech“Although we’re halfway into 
the distance we need to travel to Mars, 
the rover is not halfway between the two 
worlds,” Kangas explained. “In straight-line 
distance, Earth is 26.6 million miles [42.7 
million kilometers] behind Perseverance 
and Mars is 17.9 million miles [28.8 million 
kilometers] in front.”At the current distance, 
it takes 2 minutes, 22 seconds for a trans-
mission to travel from mission controllers 
at JPL via the Deep Space Network to the 
spacecraft. By time of landing, Perseverance 
will have covered 292.5 million miles 
(470.8 million kilometers), and Mars will 
be about 130 million miles (209 million 
kilometers) away from Earth; at that point, 
a transmission will take about 11.5 minutes 
to reach the spacecraft. The mission team 
continues to check out spacecraft systems 
big and small during interplanetary cruise. 

GENEVA
Europe’s daily Covid deaths rose by nearly 40% 

compared with the previous week, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) has told.WHO spokes-
woman Dr Margaret Harris said France, Spain, 
the UK, the Netherlands and Russia accounted 
for the majority of cases which increased by a 
third.“The concern... is that intensive care units 
in hospitals are now beginning to fill with very 
ill people,” she warned.Russia reported a daily 
record of 320 deaths, pushing the tally to 26,589.
There has been a sharp increase in Italy too, with 
221 fatalities announced in the past 24 hours. The 
total number of fatalities in Austria went above 
1,000 on Tuesday.Russia has the world’s fourth 
highest number of Covid-19 cases after the US, 
India and Brazil. It recorded another 16,550 in-
fections on Tuesday alone and authorities have 
now made the wearing of face masks compulsory 
in all crowded places.While infections surged in 
Italy too, to almost 22,000 in the past 24 hours, 
officials said testing had also been ramped up. 
Protests took place in towns and cities across 

Italy on Monday evening against a new round of 
restrictions. Speaking to the BBC’s World at One 
programme on Tuesday, Dr Harris said: “Across 
the European region we’re seeing an intense and 
indeed alarming increase in cases and deaths.She 
said daily cases rose by a third compared with 
the previous week, while daily deaths increased 
by “close to 40%”.“Despite better management of 
hospital capacity, hospitals in several countries 
are filling up fast,” she warned. Dr Harris said 
the effectiveness of new restrictions imposed in 
a number European nations could only be ana-
lysed in two weeks’ time because of “the lag”.“We 
will see the reduction in cases, but you don’t see 
it overnight,” the WHO spokeswoman said.And 
asked whether the second wave would be worse 
than the first one, she replied: “We’re going to 
see a different sort of peak.“The good news is 
our hospitals are much better at understanding 
what’s going on here, but the reverse of that is 
in gaining that experience they’ve been working 
incredibly hard for a very long time and they also 
know that what they are going to face is going to 

be grim.“The other good thing in a sense is that 
the very large numbers we’re seeing are in groups 
that ideally won’t progress to the more severe ill-
ness - that’s the younger groups. But that’s not 
a guarantee. ”Those two factors suggest that we 
may not see the terrible rise in deaths that we 
saw in April,” Dr Harris said. From Wednesday, 
face masks will be mandatory in all potentially 
crowded areas including public transport, taxis, 
car parks and lifts, public health watchdog 
Rospotrebnadzor said. Regional authorities will 
have responsibility for implementing the new 
rules.Russia brought in similar measures at the 
beginning of the initial outbreak in the spring but 
lifted them in July as the number of cases eased.
In addition, Rospotrebnadzor head Anna Popova 
recommended an overnight curfew for bars, res-
taurants and other public venues. Other recom-
mendations include increased efforts to disinfect 
public transport, taxis and public spaces.In total, 
Russia has recorded more than 1.5 million infec-
tions and 26,589 deaths, according to national 
figures.

COVID Deaths in Europe Rise Sharply:WHO
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The Hughes Flying Boat—at one time 
the largest aircraft ever built—is pi-
loted by designer Howard Hughes 
on its first and only flight. Built with 
laminated birch and spruce (hence the 
nickname the Spruce Goose) the mas-

sive wooden aircraft had a wingspan longer than a 
football field and was designed to carry more than 
700 men to battle.Howard Hughes was a successful 
Hollywood movie producer when he founded the 
Hughes Aircraft Company in 1932. He personally 
tested cutting-edge aircraft of his own design and in 
1937 broke the transcontinental flight-time record. 
In 1938, he flew around the world in a record three 
days, 19 hours, and 14 minutes. Following the U.S. 
entrance into World War II in 1941, the U.S. govern-
ment commissioned the Hughes Aircraft Company 
to build a large flying boat capable of carrying men 
and materials over long distances. The concept for 
what would become the “Spruce Goose” was origi-
nally conceived by the industrialist Henry Kaiser, 
but Kaiser dropped out of the project early, leaving 
Hughes and his small team to make the H-4 a real-
ity. Because of wartime restrictions on steel, Hughes 
decided to build his aircraft out of wood laminated 

with plastic and covered with fabric. Although it was 
constructed mainly of birch, the use of spruce (along 
with its white-gray color) would later earn the air-
craft the nickname Spruce Goose. It had a wingspan 
of 320 feet and was powered by eight giant propel-

ler engines. Development of the Spruce Goose cost 
a phenomenal $23 million and took so long that the 
war had ended by the time of its completion in 1946. 
The aircraft had many detractors, and Congress de-
manded that Hughes prove the plane airworthy.

Howard Hughes’s “Spruce Goose” flies
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Charles ‘sad at not seeing 
Archie for more than a year’

LONDON
Prince Charles has told of his sadness at not seeing 
grandson Archie for more than a year.The Queen 
and other members of the Royal Family are also 
said to be ‘very sad’ that they have seen so little of 
the toddler, who is now almost 18 months old.His 
parents Harry and Meghan left for North America 
last November – living first in Vancouver, Canada, 
and then moving to Los Angeles in March. Before 
stepping back from Royal duties, the couple re-
turned to the UK twice at the start of the year but 
did not bring Archie with them. It has now been 
over 12 months since any of the Windsors has 
seen him, save for occasional video calls. nd there 
is no suggestion that they will see him soon as the 
Sussexes are reported to be spending Christmas 
in their £11million nine-bedroom mansion in the 
exclusive coastal enclave of Montecito.A Sussex 
source said: ‘They are now in their own family 
home, which they haven’t had properly before. 
It’s theirs, it’s their forever home, where they are 
going to base themselves. Archie is moving about 
and is lively and they’re having a great time.’ Harry 
and Meghan were due back in the UK in January, 
but that now looks unlikely.A friend said: ‘The 
Prince of Wales enjoyed popping into Frogmore 
Cottage to see his youngest grandchild and is sad 
that he hasn’t seen him for so long.VoM

Chrissy Teigen’s tattoo 
tribute to late son Jack

NEW YORK
Chrissy Teigen has got a tattoo tribute to her 
late son Jack.The Sports Illustrated model took 
to social media on Saturday (31.10.20) to debut 
the inking on her wrist, which is the name Jack 
almost handwritten in cursive writing as a trib-
ute to her late son after a tragic pregnancy loss 
last month.Taking to Twitter, she shared the black 
and white snap of the tattoo, prompting fans to 
flood her notifications with their love and support 
for the model and her husband John Legend, who 
also share Luna, four, and Miles, two.It comes after 
Chrissy revealed she was told she could have died 
during childbirth when she suffered her devastat-
ing pregnancy loss.The 34-year-old model said: “I 
was previously on bedrest for over a month, just 
trying to get the little dude to 28 weeks, a ‘safer’ 
zone for the fetus. My doctors diagnosed me with 
partial placenta abruption. We monitored it very 
closely, hoping for things to heal and stop. In bed, I 
bled and bled, lightly but all day, changing my own 
diapers every couple of hours when the blood got 
uncomfortable to lay in.VoM

Jennifer grabs dinner 
while carrying Coach ‘Vote’

LONDON
The U.S. Election is only days away.And Jennifer 
Lopez subtly encouraged her fans to make their 
voices heard, when the 51-year-old songstress 
stepped out on Saturday with a Coach tote bag 
bearing the word ‘Vote’. The Jenny From the 
Block hitmaker was grabbing dinner with her fi-
ance Alex Rodriguez at the upscale Soho House in 
West Hollywood. The native New Yorker looked 
casual yet chic for the outing in denim overalls 
over a white, long-sleeved top.She paired the look 
with her statement bag, and a pair of Timberland 
boots. The star of The Cell wisely covered her face 
with a face mask per CDC recommendations. 
Following their meal, the A-list couple stepped 
into their white Bentley and drove off. She’s been 
wowing fans with her sensational photoshoots for 
decades now. And Jennifer looked incredible as 
she posed for her latest sultry photoshoot as part 
of a new footwear campaign.The Jenny From The 
Block singer donned a red satin gown that hugged 
her sensational figure and revealed the entirety of 
her tanned upper leg. The Hustlers star matched 
her dress with a pair of crimson knee-length high-
heeled boots, and she sprawled herself across a 
beige snooker table.VoM

Bureau Reuter
LONDON

Diogo Jota capped Liverpool’s dramatic 
fightback as the Premier League cham-
pions beat West Ham 2-1 to move three 
points clear at the top, while Manchester 
City and Chelsea both won to keep in 
touch with the leaders on Saturday.
Jurgen Klopp’s side were rocked by 
Pablo Fornals’ early strike at Anfield 
as the West Ham midfielder punished 
a poor header from Joe Gomez in the 
10th minute.The Reds drew level in 

the 42nd minute when Mohamed Salah 
was fouled by Arthur Masuaku and the 
Egyptian stepped up to convert the pen-
alty for his eighth goal of the season.
Liverpool thought they had claimed the 
lead with just over 10 minutes remain-
ing when substitute Jota turned in a 
loose ball.Jota had pounced after Lukasz 
Fabianski saved Sadio Mane’s shot but 
after a lengthy delay that saw referee 
Kevin Friend make use of the pitchside 
monitor, the goal was ruled out for a foul 
by the Senegal winger.With time running 
out, Jota ensured he would still finish 
as Liverpool’s hero.In the 85th minute, 
the Portugal forward ran onto Xherdan 
Shaqiri’s pass to score his third goal since 
joining from Wolves in September.It was 
Liverpool’s fourth successive victory 
since influential defender Virgil van Dijk 
was sidelined for several months with 
a serious knee injury suffered against 
Everton.Despite their defensive issues 

this term, Liverpool have opened up 
a three-point lead over second placed 
Everton, with their Merseyside rivals in 
action at Newcastle on Sunday.Title rivals 
City have yet to hit the free-scoring form 
of Pep Guardiola’s side at their best, as 
for the third consecutive league game 
they were held to a solitary goal.But 
Kyle Walker’s long-range strike against 
his former club was good enough to earn 
a 1-0 win at goal-shy Sheffield United.A 
fourth win in five games in all competi-
tion edges City up to eighth, five points 
behind Liverpool.And there was another 
boost for City after the game as Guardiola 
ruled out a return to Barcelona despite 
interest from presidential candidates 
at the Catalan giants to bring the club’s 
most successful ever coach back to the 
Camp Nou.I said many times, my period 
as a manager in Barcelona is over,” said 
Guardiola, whose contract at the Etihad 
expires at the end of the season.

Staff Report
Islamabad

Spinner Iftikhar Ahmed grabbed a 
maiden five-wicket haul while Babar 
Azam notched a half-century as Pakistan 
thumped Zimbabwe by six wickets to 
win the second one-day international 
in Rawalpindi on Sunday.Ahmed spun a 
web around Zimbabwe s batsmen with 
figures of 5-40 to wreck them for a paltry 
206 before Azam knocked an attractive 
74-ball 77 not out to chase down the tar-
get in 35.2 overs.Zimbabwe needed early 
wickets, but a solid opening stand of 68 
between Imam-ul-Haq (49) and Abid Ali 
(22) ensured Pakistan were set up nicely.
The win gives Pakistan an unassailable 
2-0 lead after they won the first game by 
26 runs on Friday. The final match is also 
at the same venue on Tuesday.Left-arm 
spinner Tendai Chisoro (2-49) removed 
both the openers while Sean Williams 
dismissed debutant Haider Ali (29) but 

Azam and Ahmed (16 not out) completed 
the victory during their unbroken fifth-
wicket stand of 46 runs.Azam hit seven 
boundaries in his 16th ODI half-century, 
bringing up the victory with his sec-
ond six.It was 30-year-old Ahmed who 
rocked Zimbabwe after the tourists won 

the toss and opted to bat but could never 
cope with the spin and were bowled out 
in 45.1 overs.Left-hander Williams, who 
top-scored with a 70-ball 75 and Brendan 
Taylor (36) were repairing the innings 
from 59-3 during a fourth-wicket stand 
of 61 before Ahmed struck.

Trade facility of $3b was used to repay 

maturing debt, bolster forex reserves
Staff  Reporter
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has decided to seek rollover of a $3 
billion Chinese trade finance facility that it has 
actually used to repay maturing debt and is not in 
a financial position to return the money when the 
facility expires after six months.The State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) has fully tapped the $3 bil-
lion or 20 billion Chinese yuan in the additional 
trade finance facility available under the China-
Pakistan currency swap arrangement, showed 
financial accounts of the SBP for fiscal year 
2019-20.Sources said Pakistan largely utilised 
the Chinese trade finance facility to repay foreign 
debt and keep its gross foreign currency reserves 
at comfortable levels.The bilateral currency swap 
agreement (CSA) was reached by the SBP and 
the Peoples Bank of China (PBOC) in December 
2011 “in order to promote bilateral trade, fi-
nance direct investment and provide short-term 
liquidity support”, according to the central bank.
The original agreement had been renewed in 
December 2014 for a period of three years with 
overall limit of 10 billion yuan or $1.5 billion. It 
was further extended in May 2018 for a period 
of three years, with the amount being increased 
to 20 billion yuan or $3 billion. The agreement is 

now going to expire in May next year.“The (State) 
Bank purchased and utilised CNY 20,000 million 
(Rs475 billion) during the year with the maturity 
buckets of three months to one year,” said the 
SBP’s financial statement.“We plan to roll over 
the CSA (currency swap agreement) for another 
three years in 2021,” said a spokesman for the 
central bank.The trade facility, originally meant 
to promote bilateral trade in respective local cur-
rencies, has been instead used for paying foreign 
debt.The $3 billion money is part of the current 
$12.1 billion in foreign currency reserves held by 
the central bank.“Proceeds of the CSA of RMB 20 
billion are part of the SBP reserves,” the central 
bank spokesman confirmedPakistan paid Rs20.5 
billion in interest to China on using the $3 bil-
lion trade finance facility in the last fiscal year, 
showed the central bank’s financial statement. 
China has become Pakistan’s largest creditor for 
the past few years.he Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) government, like its predecessor, has failed 
to tap non-debt creating inflows, which has ex-
posed the country to various risks.The existing 
$12.1 billion worth of official foreign currency 
reserves have largely been built through borrow-
ing, including from private commercial banks.
The currency swap arrangement was originally 
directed at facilitating traders of the two coun-
tries, but Pakistan is using this window to inflate 
its foreign currency reserves.If China does not 

extend the facility on its expiry, the central bank 
will have to arrange 20 billion yuan or $3 billion 
to return the Chinese loan. It will then use the 
dollars it holds to buy Chinese yuan from the 
market, which will have a direct impact on the 
reserves.As of September this year, the central 
bank borrowed $5.8 billion from commercial 
banks under the forward and currency swap ar-
rangements, according to the SBP data.Just six 
months ago, in February 2020 when Pakistan 
was implementing the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) loan programme, the SBP’s borrow-
ing under the swap and future contracts was 
$2.9 billion, including $1.6 billion in long-term 
contracts.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Agthia Group, a leading food 
and beverages company in the 
region, and part of ADQ, one of 
the region’s largest holding com-
panies announced the Group’s net 
revenue reached Dh492.1 million 
for the third quarter, a 1.2 growth 
verses Q3 2019.This increase 
raises Agthia’s net revenue to 
Dh1.58 billion during the first nine 
months of 2020, which is equiva-
lent to 2.2 per cent year on year 
growth compared to the same pe-
riod last year.In the third quarter, 
Agthia Group has taken the strate-
gic decision to improve the long-
term quality of its earnings and to 
strengthen its balance sheet. As 
a result, additional impairment 
/ adjustments of Dh59 million 
were booked in Q3, with which 
total impairment / adjustments 

year-to-date would be Dh82 mil-
lion leading to a year-to-date net 
profit of Dh10 million compared 
to Dh112.7 million for the same 
period last year“2020 continues 

to be a transformational year for 
Agthia in an unprecedented busi-
ness environment. Despite that, 
the Group’s Q3 2020 financial re-
sults underscore our plans to reset 

the fundamentals of the business 
with a focus on growth. Whilst our 
Board, CEO and leadership team 
are continuing strategic reviews, 
bold steps have already been taken 
by the team to re-set the base for 
future success,” said Khalifa Al 
Suwaidi, Chairman of Agthia and 
Chief Investment Officer at ADQ.
Agthia sad it is currently evaluat-
ing the non-binding offer it has 
received from General Holding 
Corporation PJSC (Senaat) to com-
bine Al Foah Company LLC (“Al 
Foah”), with Agthia Group. “Agthia 
Group continues to be wholeheart-
edly committed to producing es-
sential and trusted food and drinks 
that nourish the communities in 
which we operate. Our resilience 
is further underpinned by our ro-
bust balance sheet and liquidity 
position,” said Alan Smith, Chief 
Executive Officer of Agthia.

Agthia Group reports Dh1.58b 9-month net revenue

Oman FDIs up 
by 5.9% in the 
first quarter

Bureaau Report
Abu Dhabi

O m a n  r e p o r t e d  a 
5 . 9  p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e 
i n  f o r e i g n  d i r e c t  i n -
v e s t m e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e 
f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e 
y e a r ,  l a t e s t  d a t a  f r o m 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r 
f o r  S t a t i s t i c s  a n d 
I n f o r m a t i o n  s h o w . 
F o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s 
p l o w e d  $ 3 9 . 1 7  b i l l i o n 
i n t o  O m a n ’ s  e c o n o m y 
d u r i n g  t h e  t h r e e - m o n t h 
s t r e t c h ,  v e r s u s  $ 3 6 . 9 5 
b i l l i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e 
p e r i o d  l a s t  y e a r ,  d a i l y 
O m a n  T i m e s  r e p o r t e d .
T h e  b i g g e s t  s o u r c e s  o f 
o v e r s e a s  c a p i t a l  w e r e 
t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m 
w i t h  $ 1 9 . 6  b i l l i o n ; 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h 
$ 4 . 6 6  b i l l i o n ;  a n d  t h e 
U n i t e d  A r a b  E m i r a t e s 
w i t h  $ 3 . 1 4  b i l l i o n .
O t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n -
t r i b u t o r s  t o  O m a n ’ s  F D I 
a l s o  i n c l u d e  K u w a i t , 
B a h r a i n ,  C h i n a ,  Q a t a r , 
I n d i a ,  N e t h e r l a n d s  a n d 
S w i t z e r l a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g 
t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r . T h e 
o i l  a n d  g a s  i n d u s t r y 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  b i g g e s t 
c h u n k  o f  d i r e c t  i n v e s t -
m e n t s  a t  $ 2 5 . 1 9 6  b i l -
l i o n ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r 
w i t h  a b o u t  $ 4 . 4  b i l l i o n 
w o r t h  o f  f u n d s .

Bureau Report
Frankfurt

The European economy grew by an unex-
pectedly large 12.7% in the third quarter as 
companies reopened after severe coronavirus 
lockdowns, but the rebound is being over-
shadowed by worries that growing numbers 
of infections will cause a new downturn in 
the final months of the year.The upturn in the 
July-September quarter, and the worries about 
what’s ahead, echoed the situation in the 
United States. Re-openings there led to strong 
third-quarter growth of 7.4% that recovered 
much of the drop from the first part of the 
year _ but didn’t dispel fears for the winter 
months. The European rebound, reflected in 
figures released Friday by EU statistics agency 
Eurostat, was the largest increase since sta-
tistics started being kept in 1995. It followed 
an 11.8% contraction in the second quarter 
in the 19 European Union member countries 
that use the euro currency. The April-June pe-
riod was when restrictions on activities and 
gatherings were most severe during the first 
wave of the pandemic. Many economists had 
expected a rebound of around 10%.The re-
bound was led by France, with an enormous 

18.2% increase, followed by Spain with 16.7% 
and Italy with 16.1%.osie Colthorpe, European 
economist at Oxford Economics, said that the 
gains made up almost three-quarters of the 
lost output from the first six months of the 
year. But she added that ``new containment 
measures mean we think the recovery will 
grind to a halt in the fourth quarter, with 
output expected to fall once again.’’ European 
Central Bank head Christine Lagarde said 
Thursday she expected November to be 
``very negative,’’ adding that ``most likely our 
fourth quarter number will be to the down-
side. Will it be negative? We don’t know at 
this point in time.’’ Manufacturing compa-
nies have seen a stronger bounce back than 
services. Automakers like Volkswagen and 

Daimler AG’s Mercedes-Benz have seen sales 
and profits rebound, helped by their exposure 
to China, where the virus hit earlier but has 
since mostly been contained.Meanwhile, busi-
nesses that rely on face-to-face interaction, 
such as restaurants, hotels and airlines have 
been devastated and are seeing only a small 
fraction of their previous business. Rising in-
fections led the German government to order 
theaters, bars and restaurants to close from 
Monday through Nov. 30. France on Friday re-
imposed a nationwide lockdown for the next 
month, closing all non-essential business and 
forbidding all movement beyond 1 kilometer, 
or just over half a mile, from home except to 
go to school or for a few other essential rea-
sons. The government is promising another 
15 billion euros in aid to businesses hit by 
the lockdown, on top of hundreds of billions 
of euros already spent this year on temporary 
unemployment and other measures. Transport 
company FlixMobility said it was temporarily 
halting its Flixbus service in Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland and FlixTrain service in 
Germany starting from Tuesday, saying that 
the government has asked people to limit 
travel as much as possible.

Eurozone growth soars record 12.7% but fears grow for winter

Bureau Report
ROME

Lewis Hamilton moved to the brink of a seventh world title 
with victory in the Emilia Romagna Grand Prix.A one-two for 
Mercedes with Valtteri Bottas second sealed a record seventh 
consecutive constructors’ championship.In the drivers’ title 
chase, Hamilton is 85 points clear of Bottas, who was promoted 
to second when Red Bull’s Max Verstappen suffered a puncture.
Hamilton will win the title at the next race as long as Bottas 
does not out-score him by more than seven points.Williams 
driver George Russell was on target to score his first F1 points 
but the Briton crashed while trying to warm his tyres behind 
the safety car. Hamilton dropped behind Verstappen to third 
after making a poor start, but had moved into a winning posi-
tion before the virtual safety car made his victory certain.The 
race had been shaping up for a tense scenario, one in which 
the advantage was with Hamilton.He decided to stay out longer 
before his pit stop - after Bottas and Verstappen had stopped 
for fresh tyres - to try to extend enough of a lead to stop and 
stay in front.Bottas was struggling with a damaged car - a large 
piece of Ferrari debris was trapped in his ‘barge boards’ behind 
the front wheels and costing at least 0.5secs a lap - and holding 
off Verstappen, and Hamilton put in a string of fastest laps to 
extend his advantage.The Finn had just been told by his engi-
neer that he was “one second unsafe to Lewis” - meaning that 
Hamilton had enough of a lead to pit and emerge still in the lead 
- when race director Michael Masi called the virtual safety car 
to recover Esteban Ocon’s stricken Renault. The safety car was 
out for not much longer than Hamilton was in the pits for his 
fresh tyres and he was able to emerge with a four-second lead 
and cruise to the flag. Bottas appeared to have lost second place 
to Verstappen when he made one too many mistakes locking 
his front wheels into Rivazza. On lap 42, the Finn ran wide and 
just slipped on to the edge of the gravel, allowing Verstappen to 
close up and pass into Tamburello at the start of the next lap.

Pakistan to seek China loan rollover

Jota scores late winner as Liverpool beat West Ham 2-1

Lewis Hamilton wins Emilia Romagna 
GP as Mercedes win constructors’ title

Iftikhar, Babar star in Pakistan’s series-clinching win
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
Some investors are betting the technol-
ogy and communications stocks that 
drove a massive rebound in U.S. mar-
kets this year will face a tougher slog 
in coming months, no matter whether 
Republican President Donald Trump or 
Democratic challenger Joe Biden wins 
Tuesday’s election. Betting against big 
technology has been a risky proposi-
tion over the last decade, as stocks 
like Amazon, Google and Netflix have 
shot higher at the expense of so-called 
value and cyclical stocks such as banks 
and energy companies. Recently, how-
ever, some fund managers say they are 
growing alarmed by what they see as 
a consensus in Washington to tighten 
regulations, and prospects that another 
large stimulus bill would bolster a rota-
tion out of tech and into other sectors 
including economically sensitive value 
stocks. “There will be a shift and it is 
starting, but it will take time,” said Max 
Gokhman, head of asset allocation at 
Pacific Life Fund Advisors, which cut its 
exposure to large-cap tech in Septem-
ber to neutral from overweight. Should 
Biden win as polls suggest, technology 
companies could face higher tax rates 
and tax-motivated selling as well as in-
creased regulation, investors said. Both 

Trump and Biden have criticized large 
tech companies but stopped short of 
explicitly calling for them to be broken 
up. Trump has said “there is something 
going on in terms of monopoly” when 
asked about big tech firms. Apple Inc, 
Microsoft Corp, Amazon.com Inc , Face-
book Inc, and Google-parent Alphabet 
Inc now make up approximately 23% of 
the total weight of the S&P 500, accord-
ing to S&P Dow Jones Indices, giving 
their gyrations an outsized impact on 
broader markets. Hedge fund manager 
David Einhorn of Greenlight Capital, a 
longtime tech bear, told clients in a let-
ter this week that tech stocks were in 
the middle of an “enormous bubble” 
that popped when the S&P 500 hit its 
record high on Sept. 2, 2020. Technol-

ogy stocks tumbled in the past week’s 
selloff, though earnings results from 
companies like Facebook, Alphabet 
and Amazon have shown how the tech 
giants expanded their businesses this 
year. “It has become more difficult for 
mega-cap tech to surprise on the up-
side,” analysts at UBS Global Wealth 
Management said in a note Friday. Some 
investors pointed to recent hearings 
in Washington as a sign that increased 
regulations will come to the sector no 
matter which party takes control in 
Washington.,The Justice Department’s 
lawsuit against Google in late October 
marked the first time the U.S. govern-
ment has cracked down on a major tech 
company since it sued Microsoft Corp 
MSFT.O for anti-competitive practices in 
1998. “This may be the only bi-partisan 
issue out there,” Pacific Life’s Gokhman 
said. An expected $2 trillion stimulus 
package by Biden, who leads Trump in 
national polls by 10 percentage points, 
could enhance the appeal of out-of-favor 
stocks like construction equipment and 
materials companies, investors said. 
A shift to value stocks “is increasingly 
likely over the next 12 months,” said 
Eduardo Costa, who runs hedge fund 
Calixto Global Investors, LP. Reuters

BAKU
Azerbaijan: Turkey’s foreign 
minister arrived in Azerbaijan 
on Sunday for talks over the 
breakaway region of Nagorno-
Karabakh after Baku’s arch-en-
emy Armenia requested securi-
ty assistance from Russia. “We 
are once again in Baku with our 
brothers to renew our strong 
support for dear Azerbaijan and 
exchange on the latest develop-
ments in Nagorno-Karabakh,” 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu said on Twitter. On Satur-
day, Armenian Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan formally asked 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin to begin consultations on 
security assistance, invoking 
the two countries’ defense pact. 
Pashinyan said hostilities were 
approaching Armenia’s borders 
and reiterated that Turkey was 
backing Baku. Moscow’s de-
fense pact with Armenia does 
not extend to Nagorno-Kara-
bakh and Russia said Saturday 
that “necessary” help would be 
provided if the fighting reaches 
Armenian territory. At the same 
time, Russian foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova 

said “concrete formats” of as-
sistance to Armenia would be 
discussed. Armenia’s request 
for assistance from Moscow 
further raised fears of Russia 
and Turkey getting sucked into 
the decades-old conflict over 
Karabakh. Armenia and Azer-
baijan have been engaged in 
fierce fighting for more than a 
month over Karabakh, a region 
of Azerbaijan controlled by Ar-
menian separatists in the wake 
of the break-up of the Soviet 
Union. Fighting continued over-
night and Sunday morning, the 
warring sides said. The Kara-

bakh separatist leadership ac-
cused Azerbaijan of striking ci-
vilian settlements including the 
strategic town of Shusha. “In 
the morning the enemy forces 
renewed offensive operations,” 
the Karabakh army said. The 
Azerbaijani defense ministry 
for its part accused Armenian 
forces of targeting its army and 
civilian settlements on Satur-
day and overnight. More than 
1,200 people from both sides 
have been reported killed in 
the fighting but the death toll 
is believed to be substantially 
higher. Xinhua

ATHENS 
G r e e c e  u r g e d  T u r k e y 
o n  S u n d a y  t o  r e s c i n d 
a  n a v a l  a d v i s o r y  a n -
n o u n c i n g  h y d r o c a r b o n 
e x p l o r a t i o n  a c t i v i t y 
i n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n , 
s a y i n g  t h e  a r e a  i t  c o v -
e r e d  i n c l u d e d  G r e e k 
c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f . 
N AT O  m e m b e r s  T u r -
k e y  a n d  G r e e c e  a r e  a t 
o d d s  o v e r  c o n f l i c t i n g 
c l a i m s  t o  h y d r o c a r -
b o n  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e 
e a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a -
n e a n  a n d  t h e  r a n g e s 
o f  t h e i r  c o n t i n e n t a l 
s h e l v e s .  G r e e k  Fo r -
e i g n  M i n i s t r y  o f f i c i a l s 
s a i d  t h a t  T u r k e y ’ s 
n e w  a d v i s o r y,  r e g a r d -
i n g  t h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f 
a  r e s e a r c h  v e s s e l  d u r -
i n g  N o v e m b e r  1 - 1 4 
p e r i o d ,  c o v e r s  a n  a r e a 
t h a t  i n c l u d e s  G r e e k 
c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  a 

f e w  m i l e s  f r o m  G r e e k 
i s l a n d s  o f  R h o d e s  a n d 
K a s t e l o r i z o .  “ G r e e c e 
o n c e  a g a i n  c o n d e m n s 
t h i s  d e l i n q u e n t  b e h a v -
i o u r,”  s a i d  G r e e k  Fo r -
e i g n  M i n i s t e r  N i k o s 
D e n d i a s  i n  a  w r i t t e n 
s t a t e m e n t .  D e n d i a s 
a d d e d  t h a t  A t h e n s 
p r e p a r i n g  a n  o f f i c i a l 
d i p l o m a t i c  p r o t e s t 
a n d  w i l l  i n f o r m  E U 
p a r t n e r s  a n d  a l l i e s 
o n  t h e  i s s u e .  I n  a  r a r e 
m o m e n t  o f  s o l i d a r i t y 
b e t w e e n  t h e  n e i g h -
b o u r s ,  G r e e k  P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r  Ky r i a k o s  M i t -
s o t a k i s  c a l l e d  T u r k-
i s h  P r e s i d e n t  Ta y y i p 
E r d o g a n  o n  F r i d a y  t o 
o f f e r  c o n d o l e n c e s  a f -
t e r  a  s t r o n g  e a r t h -
q u a k e  f e l t  i n  b o t h 
c o u n t r i e s  k i l l e d  c i -
v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  T u r k i s h 
c i t y  o f  I z m i r.  R e u t e s

SWABI
National Assembly Speaker Asad Qaiser on Sunday said 
there should be no politicking to disrespect the national 
security institutions as the nation attached great value to 
their sacrifices rendered for the country’s defence. It was 
very unfortunate that some elements were casting asper-
sions and insulting state institutions for their own po-
litical interests, he said while addressing the inauguration 
ceremony of Gadoon Amazai Feeder in Topi Tehsil, Swabi 
District. Federal Minister for Energy Omar Ayub was also 
present on the occasion. The feeder had been completed 
at a cost of Rs 22.1 million Asad Qaiser said three large 
transformers would be installed along with the Gadoon 
Amazai Feeder while work on Tehsil Chota Lahore Grid 
Station would be expedited. He said today the people were 
suffering due to the failed policies of past regimes. How-
ever, the incumbent government had adopted prudent 
policies and the economy was now moving in the positive 
direction. With the price of dollar coming down, infla-
tion would also decline soon, he added. The NA speaker 
said significant reforms and initiatives had been taken in 
the fields of health, education, electricity, gas and sports 
in Swabi and the local people were benefiting from their 
fruits. “A cadet college is also being constructed in Swabi,” 
he said. About Rs 1.70 billion was being spent to provide 
Sui Gas to more areas in the district, he added. Asad Qa-
isr said the Insaf Health Cards would be provided to the 
whole populace of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa soon. Providing 
free of charge medical treatment facilities to the people 

was a great feat of the current government. “We are doing 
politics not for our own betterment but for the welfare of 
the people and the country. When we took over the reins 
of the country, the economy was in a shambles and now 
the situation is other way around,” he added.  Speaker 
National Assembly Asad Qaiser says the prudent policies 
of the government have greatly improved the economic 
trajectory of the country. Addressing a function in Swabi 
today (Sunday), he hoped that the temporary inflation 
and financial crises will soon be controlled and poor seg-
ments of society will be provided relief. The Speaker said 
that the previous government has badly destroyed the 
national economy which is being restored gradually. VoM

Healthy environment 
must for a healthy 

society: Aida Girma

UNITED NATIONS
The UN World Health Organization (WHO) 
has urged governments around the globe to 
ensure necessary care for the coronavirus pa-
tients reporting long-term symptoms, includ-
ing damage to major organs. “Although we’re 
still learning about the virus, what’s clear is 
that this is not just a virus that kills people. 
To a significant number of people, this virus 
poses a range of serious long-term effects,” 
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said, speaking in Geneva on Friday during 
the UN agency’s latest virtual press confer-
ence. The situation also underscores how 
herd immunity is “morally unconscionable 
and unfeasible”, he added. The WHO Director-
General described the vast spectrum of CO-
VID-19 symptoms that fluctuate over time as 
“really concerning.” They range from fatigue, 
a cough and shortness of breath, to inflamma-
tion and injury of major organs – including 
the lungs and heart, and also neurological and 
psychologic effects. Symptoms often overlap 
and can affect any system in the body. App

ISLAMABAD
UNICEF Pakistan Country Repre-
sentative Aida Girma Sunday said 
it was imperative to protect and 
ensure healthy environment in or-
der to groom and nurture a healthy 
and robust society. Regarding Clean 
Green Index initiative, she said it 
was definitely a motivating step to-
wards raising standards of cleanli-
ness and ensuring green environ-
ment. This project would have a vital 
role in ensuring healthy environ-
ment and could to be implemented 
across the country, she said while 
talking to APP. She spoke high of 
Pakistan’s initiatives to effectively 
mitigate social economic impacts of 
COVID-19 pandemic and tackle cli-
mate changes with formal launch of 
Clean Green Index. Aida Girma said 
the UNICEF would continue to work 
with the Pakistan government to 
carry forward the Clean Green Initia-
tive to promote healthy atmosphere, 
besides facilitating the institutions 
in improving water, sanitation and 
hygiene services. The UNICEF has 
lauded Pakistan’s initiatives to ef-
fectively mitigate social economic 
impacts of COVID-19 pandemic and 
tackle climate changes with formal 
launch of Clean Green Index. Talk-
ing to APP in Islamabad, the UNI-
CEF Pakistan Country Representa-
tive Aida Girma said the Clean Green 
Index initiative is a motivating step 
towards raising standards of clean-
liness and ensuring green environ-
ment. She said it is imperative to 
protect and ensure healthy environ-
ment in order to groom and nurture 
a healthy and robust society. Aida 
Girma said the UNICEF would con-
tinue to work with the Pakistan gov-
ernment to carry forward the Clean 
Green Initiative to promote healthy 
atmosphere, besides facilitating the 
institutions in improving water, san-
itation and hygiene services. VoM

MIRPUR  
The British Member of Parliament and 
the shadow deputy leader in the House 
of Commons Afzal Khan Sunday as-
sured that in spite of disassociation 
with the European Parliament, the ex-
MEPs from the United Kingdom would 
continue to use their good offices to 
raise the Kashmir issue in the Euro-
pean Parliament through their friends 
MEPs. He gave this assurance during 
his meeting with the AJK President 
Sardar Masood Khan at the Kashmir 
House , AJK President office, told me-
dia. The two leaders discussed in de-
tail the matters of mutual interest in-
cluding the latest situation of Illegally 
Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK) and efforts to project Kashmir 
issue on the international level. While 
expressing grave concern over the fast 
deteriorating situation in the occupied 
valley, the two leaders demanded im-
mediate implementation of the UN 
Security Council resolutions in which 
the right of self-determination of the 
Kashmiri people was recognized, and 
a plebiscite was proposed for a final 
settlement of the Kashmir issue. Talk-
ing to newsmen after the meeting, the 
AJK president called for an immediate 

cessation of the plan of demographic 
change by India in IIOJK. New Delhi, 
he said, had introduced new domicile 
laws, and consistently taken actions 
under which ground was paved for the 
purchase of lands of Kashmiris by non-
Kashmiri Indian citizens and the acqui-
sition of land in the disputed territory 
for commercial and industrial use. The 
president maintained that domicile of 
occupied Kashmir had been granted 
to more or less two million non-state 
subjects during the last few months, 
and if this exercise was not stopped, 
the Muslims majority would turn into 
a minority in their own motherland 
in the next two to three years. He said 
that the people of occupied Kashmir 
were undergoing the worst phase of 
the history; innocent people were be-
ing maimed and killed, the youth were 
being rendered blind and detained in 
prisons and detention cells, and free-
hand had been given to the Indian oc-
cupation, Army to commit every kind of 
crime under lawless black laws in oc-
cupied territory. Saying that Kashmiris 
had no role in running the affairs of the 
state because their genuine leadership 
is languishing in jails, Khan regretted 
that a non-Kashmiri a lieutenant gov-

ernor and the Chief Secretary were 
implementing the directives being re-
ceived from Delhi. Sardar Masood Khan 
while expressing deep gratitude to the 
members of all parties parliamentary 
Kashmir group of the UK parliament 
for creating awareness about Kashmir 
and releasing a comprehensive report 
on the Indian actions said that we were 
particularly thankful to the Labor Par-
ty MPs who had helped us holding a 
debate on Kashmir issue in both the 
houses of the UK parliament. However, 
he regretted that the UK government 
and the Foreign and Common Wealth 
Office had done nothing except lip ser-
vice, and tried to avoid resolving this 
issue by declaring it a bilateral dispute 
between Pakistan and India. While de-
scribing the violations of human rights 
taking place in IIOJK as massive and 
unparalleled, MP Afzal Khan said that 
the UK had a historical key role in re-
solving the Kashmir dispute. He also 
acknowledged the role of the diaspora 
community in raising the Kashmir is-
sue and said that political parties 
along with the British citizenry would 
strive to further strengthen advocacy 
on Kashmir in the UK. VoM

AJK President, UK MP calls for early 
implementation of UN resolutions on Kashmir

President AJK Sardar Masood says Indian aggressive posture against AJK, Pakistan cannot be overlooked

Global Markets
Big tech stocks may face post-election headwindsTurkish FM in Azerbaijan as tensions mount over Karabakh

Greece says Turkey encroaching on conti-
nental shelf with new hydrocarbon search

No politicking on national institutions: Asad Qaiser Long-term symptoms of 
coronavirus ‘really concerning’, 

says WHO chief

Greater Game Plan 
Murad exposes 

opposition parties’ nexus 
with anti-Pakistan lobby

SRINAGAR
 Minister for Communications and Postal Services 
Murad Saeed Sunday exposed opposition parties’ 
nexus with anti-Pakistan lobby advancing India’s 
‘Greater Game Plan’ to destabilize the country 
for personal gains. “They (opposition) have been 
meeting with the anti-Pakistan lobbyists, com-
prising Israelis and Indians, under their Greater 
Game Plan on a two-point agenda. Opposition 
wants National Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO) 
to protect their ill-gotten money, while external 
powers want to destabilize Pakistan through dif-
ferent tactics,” he said while addressing a news 
conference. Murad Saeed also played video state-
ments of opposition parties’ leadership and In-
dian establishment officials on screens of Pakistan 
Information Department, proving their nexus 
under the ‘Greater Game Plan’. “Have you met 
the Indian lobbyists,” the minister repeated the 
question he put before the opposition parties in 
his last Sunday’s news conference. He said he did 
not receive answer of this question and the reply 
was still awaited. Explaining the two-point agenda 
under the ‘Greater Game Plan’, he asserted that 
the opposition parties had agreed with the Indo-
Israel establishments to target Pakistan’s judicial 
and security institutions in exchange of projecting 
Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-N)’s absconding 
leader Nawaz Sharif as a ‘champion of democracy’ 
in the country, besides protecting their financial 
corruption. Murad Saeed said he had exposed the 
opposition’s sinister designs prior to the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM)’s public meeting in 
Balochistan and “You have seen that their leader-
ship have advanced the same agenda by raising 
the slogan of ‘Independent Balochistan’ there.” 
He said the PDM’s public meeting in Balochistan 
raised a few questions including whether the slo-
gan was a persuasion of the greater game plan 
and why did the PDM leadership not deny the de-
mand. Minister for Communications Murad Saeed 
said the people of Pakistan were expecting that 
the PDM leadership would mention India’s sub-
versive activities in Balochistan from where spy 
Kulbhushan Jadhav was caught red-handed by the 
security forces. But unfortunately, they resorted 
to anti-state agenda and again made controver-
sial statements as per their two-point agreement 
with the international conspirators to damage the 
national interest, he added. The minister said it 
was regrettable that the opposition parties gave 
preference to their personal interests over the 
national ones. “Insha Allah, these enemies and el-
ements will face defeat and Pakistan will emerge 
victorious against them,” he remarked. The min-
ister said Pakistan’s security forces had rendered 
unprecedented sacrifices in the war against ter-
ror and purged the country of terrorists. VoM




