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China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor is not a project of any 
political party rather it is project 

between Pakistan and China, two 
governments and people of both 
the countries so no conspiracy 

can derail CPEC project.

Minister for Information & 
Broadcasting

Syed Shibli Faraz

President, PM express deep grief over 
loss of lives in earthquake in Turkey

Armenia PM asks Putin to start talks on providing 
security amid Karabakh conflict

The Asian Telegraph

China delivers online 
training to health 

professionals from 
Pakistan, other countries

BEIJING
Over 50 health professionals from eight countries 

including Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and Cambodia partici-
pated in third Virtual Training Courses on rational 
use of medicines for health professionals in South 
and Southeast Asia. The course, held successfully 
in Kunming, was co-sponsored by Department 
of Commerce of Yunnan, China and Kunming 
Medical University (KMU), China. The course was 
broadcast live online in both Chinese and English 
language. Thousands of audience watched live 
broadcast via open link, China Economic Net (CEN) 
reported on Saturday. According to the event or-
ganizer KMU, five Pakistanis were among these 
health professionals. Dr. Somia Iqtadar, Associate 
Professor of Medicine at King Edward Medical 
University, Lahore and also General Secretary of 
Pakistan Society of Internal Medicine, expressed 
her thanks to KMU for hosting such a wonderful 
training session for everyone. She added that she 
learned a lot about principles of antimicrobial use, 
drug use in special population, ways to minimize 
drug use errors, national laws and regulations to 
improve AMS specifications, and rational use of 
medicine amid COVID-19. Reuters

China’s factory activity growth slows slightly in October
Bureau Reporter

SINGAPORE/SYDNEY/LONDON/MOSCOW
China’s factory activity expanded 

at a slightly slower pace in October 
but was slightly above analysts’ ex-
pectations, suggesting a continuing 
economic recovery as the country 
rebounds from the coronavirus 
shock. The official manufacturing 
Purchasing Manager’s Index (PMI) 
fell to 51.4 in October from 51.5 in 
September, data from the National 
Bureau of Statistics showed on 
Saturday, remaining above the 50-
point mark that separates growth 
from contraction. Analysts had ex-
pected it to slip slightly to 51.3 but 
said a broader recovery still ap-
peared to be solidly on track. The 
data, particularly new export orders, 
indicates October’s trade figures 
should stay strong, Zhou Maohua, 
an analyst at China Everbright Bank, 
said in a note. However, the epidem-
ic’s spread overseas could increase 
uncertainties for China’s exports 
over the next few months, said 
Zhou. China’s vast industrial sector is 
steadily returning to the levels seen 
before the pandemic paralysed huge 

swathes of the economy. Pent-up de-
mand, stimulus-driven infrastructure 
expansion and surprisingly resilient 
exports are propelling the rebound, 
though the global outlook is dimming 
as many Western countries battle 
renewed surges in the virus that 
causes COVID-19, with some going 
back into virus lockdowns. The of-
ficial PMI, which largely focuses on 
big and state-owned firms, showed 
overall new orders remained steady 
at 52.8, while new export orders rose 
to 51.0, improving from 50.8 a month 
earlier. But smaller firms continued 
to struggle. A sub-index for those 
companies stood at 49.4 in October, 
slipping back into contraction from 
September’s 50.1. Companies also 
shed jobs for a sixth month in a row, 
and at a faster pace. A sub-index 
for employment fell to 49.3 from 

September’s 49.6. “The manufactur-
ing industry overall continues to pick 
up,” said NBS official Zhao Qinghe, 
while noting that small companies 
face weak market demand. Some 
companies reported that the resur-
gence of the epidemic overseas had 
lengthened procurement periods 
for imports of raw materials and in-
creased transport costs, Zhao said in 
a statement released with the data. 
China’s economy grew a weaker-
than-expected 4.9% in the third 
quarter year-on-year. It is expected 
to expand around 2% for the full year 
- the weakest in over three decades 
but still much stronger than other 
major economies. The pandemic 
has been largely controlled in China, 
with daily life in much of the coun-
try returning to normal, although 
an outbreak emerged recently in 
the western region of Xinjiang. A 
sister survey on the services sector 
showed activity expanded for the 
eighth straight month, hitting the 
highest level since October 2013, as 
the removal of restrictions on public 
gatherings and movement bolstered 
consumer demand. Xinhua

BEIJING
President Dr. Arif Alvi and Prime 

Minister Imran Khan have expressed 
their heartfelt grief and sorrow 
over the loss of lives in earthquake 
in Turkey. In his message, the 
President asked his Turkish coun-
terpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan to 
convey sincere condolences from the 
people of Pakistan to the families of 
victims. The President said we com-
miserate with all those who are af-
fected and pray for early recovery 
of the injured. In his Tweet, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan extended 

heartfelt condolences to Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and 
the people of Turkey on the loss of 
precious lives in Izmir earthquake. 
He said we stand with the Turkish 
nation, offering every help we can 
give. The Prime Minister said we can 
never forget the way Turkey stood 
with us when the devastating earth-
quake hit Pakistan in 2005. Minister 
for Information and Broadcasting, 
Senator Shibli Faraz also expressed 
deep grief and sorrow over the loss 
of precious lives due to earthquake 
in Turkey. Vom

Problems of backward 
areas to be resolved 

soon: NA Speaker
SWABI

Speaker National Assembly, Asad Qa-
isar Saturday announced construction 
of school in Union Council Utla, Gadoon 
Amazai and said that problems con-
fronted by citizenry of backward areas 
would be resolved soon. Addressing 
party workers in a luncheon hosted by 
Akmal Khan Advocate, he said that gov-
ernment is not oblivious of the problems 
of population residing in Gadoon Amazai 
adding all the issues and problems of un-
der developed areas would be addressed. 
He also announced an electricity feeder 
for Gadoon and said that village Bada 
and Bask would be provided sui gas in 
first phase while other areas of Gadoon 
would get sui gas in second phase adding 
Rs 315 million have been allocated for 
the purpose. Highlighting corruption of 
previous rulers, Speaker said that their 
loot and malpractices are reasons be-
hind inflation and financial difficulties. 
He said that country is heading towards 
new course of development and progress 
due to decisions of Prime Minister, Imran 
Khan. He said that policies of govern-
ment would change the destiny of coun-
try and help creating new vista of socio-
economic development for people. Later, 
he addressed the inauguration ceremony 
of open air Gym in Yasir Shah Cricket 
Academy at Shah Mansoor. Speaking on 
the occasion, Asad Qaisar said that there 
is no dearth of talented youth in Swabi 
and they would be provided opportuni-
ties and infrastructure to improve their 
innate capabilities and talent. He said 
that work on Shah Mansoor gas project 
would start in November with an es-
timated cost of Rs. 50 million. He also 
promised Girls Commerce College and 
Community Centre for the areas. VoM

Shibli grieves over loss of lives in 
Turkey quake

ISLAMABAD
Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Shibli Faraz 
says Pakistan Democratic Movement is trying to create 
unrest and uncertainty in the country, by holding public 
meetings and issuing anti-state statements. Talking to a 
private news channel, he said the PDM leadership did 
not condemn or even contradict the recent statement 
of Ayaz Sadiq rather they are supporting his stance. 
Criticizing Ayaz Sadiq’s statement, the minister said 
he basically defined the narrative of India against Paki-
stan. Minister for Information and Broadcasting Senator 
Shibli Faraz Saturday expressed grief and sorrow over 
the loss of precious lives in the earthquake in Turkey. In 
a tweet on social media platform Twitter, he said, “We 
equally share the grief of our Turkish brothers and sis-
ters in this hour of difficulty and tragedy.” The minister 
condoled with the bereaved families and prayed for the 
early recovery of the injured. Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Shibli Faraz says the government will 
not allow anyone to give statements against the state 
institutions and damage the country’s image. Address-
ing a news conference in Islamabad today (Saturday), he 
said certain elements from opposition parties have spo-
ken against the state institutions for securing their vest-
ed interests. The Minister said former Speaker National 
Assembly Ayaz Sadiq’s anti-state statement provided 
the Indian media an opportunity to unleash propaganda 
against Pakistan. He said the elements, who are harm-
ing the country, will be held accountable and legal op-
tions are being deliberated upon for this very purpose. 

The Minister said the Pakistan Democratic Movement’s 
narrative is destabilizing the country, but the saner ele-
ments within the opposition parties do not agree with 
the narrative of their leaders. He said there is also public 
resentment over the statements made against the state 
institutions. Shibli Faraz said it is the priority of the 
government to ensure stability and prosperity in the 
country and it is fully prepared to protect the country’s 
interests. He said the PTI government has taken mea-
sures to control inflation and several initiatives are afoot 
to provide jobs and houses to people as the economy 
has already been stabilized. Later, in a tweet statement, 
Information Minister Shibli Faraz has questioned the 
members and activists of PML-N whether they are loyal 
to homeland or a certain family. He said it is high time to 
raise voice for motherland and to make a patriotic deci-
sion.VoM

Opposition parties trying to create unrest in country: 
Shibli Faraz

YEREVAN
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol 

Pashinyan has formally asked 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
to begin “urgent” consultations on 
providing security amid a conflict 
with Azerbaijan, the foreign ministry 
said Saturday. The announcement, 
which further raises the prospect 
of an escalation in the conflict, 
came after Armenia and Azerbaijan 
failed to agree a fresh cease-fire in 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict during 
talks in Geneva on Friday. Russia 
has a military base in Armenia and 
has a defense treaty with Yerevan. 
“The prime minister of Armenia has 
asked the Russian president to begin 
urgent consultations with the aim of 
determining the kind and amount 
of aid which the Russian Federation 
can provide Armenia to ensure its se-
curity,” the ministry said in a state-
ment. Azerbaijan and Armenia have 
been locked in a bitter conflict over 
Karabakh since Armenian separa-
tists backed by Yerevan seized con-
trol of the mountainous province in 
a 1990s war that left 30,000 people 

dead. The current clashes broke 
out on September 27 and fighting 
has persisted despite the repeated 
international attempts to secure a 
cease-fire. Russia has previously said 
that its defense pact with Armenia 
does not extend to the breakaway 
region of Nagorno-Karabakh. But 
Pashinyan in his letter to Putin said 
that hostilities were getting closer 
to Armenia’s borders and reiterated 
that Azerbaijan’s ally Turkey was 
backing Baku, according to the state-

ment. He requested Moscow’s help, 
invoking the two countries’ close 
ties and a 1997 treaty on friendship, 
cooperation and mutual assistance. 
The warring sides have three times 
agreed to cease-fires during talks 
mediated by Russia, France and the 
United States but the truces have all 
quickly fallen apart. More than 1,200 
people from both sides have been re-
ported dead since the fighting began, 
but the actual death toll is believed to 
be substantially higher. App

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
said that South Asian region is a 
hot-spot that could flare up at any 
time. In an interview with a Ger-
man magazine, he said India is a 
threat to its neighbours, includ-
ing China, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan. The Prime Minister 
said India has currently the most 
extremist and racist government 
in the subcontinent, inspired by 
the Nazis of 1920s and ‘30s. Im-
ran Khan said Pakistan expects 
from the United States an even-
handed treatment with respect to 
India, especially on the Kashmir 
dispute. He said the United States 

thinks that India will contain Chi-
na, which is a completely flawed 
premise. About Afghanistan, the 
Prime Minister said from day one, 
his government has been foster-
ing dialogue to resume peace in 
that country. He said Pakistan has 
no favourites in Afghanistan and 
our only interest is that the fu-
ture government in Kabul not to 
allow India to operate from there 
against us.   Prime Minister Imran 
Khan Saturday while expressing 
condolences to Turkish leadership 
and people over life loss in earth-
quake, offered “every help” from 
Pakistan to the Turkish nation . 
“My condolences to President Er-

dogan & the people of Turkey on 
the loss of precious lives in Izmir 
earthquake. We stand with the 
Turkish nation, offering every help 
we can give,” the prime minister 
said on Twitter. He said Pakistan 
could never forget the way Turkey 
stood with it when the devastating 
earthquake hit Pakistan and Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir in 2005. Ac-
cording to Turkish media, 25 peo-
ple were killed and 804 injured 
when a 6.6 magnitude-earthquake 
jolted Izmir city of Turkey on Fri-
day. At least 743 people were in-
jured in Izmir, and in neighbor-
ing provinces, five in Manisa, two 
in Balikesir and 54 in Aydin. VoM

India is threat to its neighbours, including Pakistan: PM
PM Imran Khan says Pakistan stands with quake-hit Turkish nation offering every help

Three-point 
agenda adopted for 

universities: governor
FAISALABAD

Punjab Governor Chaudhry Mohammad Sar-
war has said that a three-point priority agenda 
has been adopted for development of the pub-
lic sector universities, in addition to resolving 
their major issues. He was talking to the me-
dia after inaugurating a water filtration plant 
at the Government College Women University 
Faisalabad (GCWUF) on Saturday. He said that 
all universities would be converted to the solar 
system to solve their problem of interruption in 
power supply, in addition to cutting down the 
electricity expenses on permanent basis. Eleven 
universities have so far inked a memorandums 
of understanding (MoUs) for solar system while 
10 others were in the process of doing so. The 
universities are paying electricity cost at Rs 12 
per unit, whereas the solar system would help 
reduce it to Rs 10/unit, he added. The governor 
said that the second priority would be provi-
sion of clean drinking water to the university 
students and staff. For the purpose, he added, 
the Sarwar Foundation had installed a filtra-
tion plant at the GCWUF, in collaboration with 
al-Khair Foundation. It will help provide clean 
drinking water to 16,000-17,000 people at the 
institute. He said that the Sarwar Foundation 
was providing potable water to two million peo-
ple daily. In 2013, the foundation was installing 
a filtration plant with an estimated cost of Rs 1.5 
million, whereas the then government installed 
the same plant with Rs 15 million, and all those 
plants installed by the government had gone 
faulty and now the foundation was repairing 
and rehabilitating them. He said that the gov-
ernment had established the Punjab Aab-e-Pak 
Authority and it had also started work in Chak 
Jhumra of Faisalabad district where 40,000-
50.000 people would soon get clean drinking 
water. Later, the scope of the project would be 
expanded across the province, he added. Elabo-
rating the third point of the agenda, he said that 
Pakistan was facing acute water shortage.  VoM
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Iron Fist Approach

T he BJP led Iron Fist approach vis-à-vis the Kashmir 
Conflict took another stride in the aftermaths of fresh 
assault through revamped land laws in the occupied ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kashmir. Emboldened by the deceit-
ful policy of structural marginalization, the belligerent 
Modi regime infringed with another political assault 

that wreaks unprecedented havoc to the fundamental rights of the 
Kashmiri people. Historically, there were four different laws in the 
occupied territory to ensure the preservation of permanent resident 
land rights- the Jammu and Kashmir Alienation of Land Act, 1938, 
Estates Abolition Act, 1950, the Jammu and Kashmir Land Grants 
Act, 1960, and the Jammu and Kashmir Agrarian Reforms Act, 1976. 
The Indian government has abolished the first two acts while in the 
latter two, the “permanent resident” clause has been omitted from 
sections regulating the lease and transfer of land. Those amendments 
potentially have disempowered the Kashmir’s in various certain ways. 
Firstly, it has made a distinct Muslim culture and identity vulnerable 
to demographic and social changes. Secondly, non-residents can pur-
chase land in the disputed territory. Thirdly, a new law has empow-
ered the government to designate any area as “strategic” and it gives 
the military an exploitative opportunity to grab lands for training 
and operational purpose. It also paves the path to tactically dispose 
of the Muslim community of the valley by taking their lands while 
allowing Hindus to holds their property assets. Fourthly, earlier the 
non- residents were not allowed to real state or property businesses, 
however fresh amendment clear the passage for the non-residents to 
establish property businesses in the disputed territory. This strategy 
will curb the rights of indigenous masses while allowing the foreign 
non- residents to take over the local business empire. Fifth, the crite-
ria of contract farming are also changed now, earlier ownership rights 
under this act could only handover land to the state government, 
however, the local land can be transferred for loans, contract farm-
ing, and leases even to the non-residents. It is pertinent to highlight 
that the new law does not comply with the territorial jurisdictions of 
the newly established Ladakh union territory. The core reason is the 
non-Muslim majority population of the region. The Modi government 
does not want to distort the social fabric of this region while allowing 
the non-Muslim entities to take advantage. It is quite evident that 
Modi policies replicating the Israel model of the West Bank through 
gradual encroachment of political, social, religious, and economic 
rights. Realistically, the move is ideally initiated to further extend 
the iron fist approach instigated with revocation of article 370A.Out 
of cynicism, the first choice is to denounce the current amendment 
whereas as the second choice- hypothetically there is an opportunity 
to counter this illicit design. Muslims of Jammu and Kashmir valley 
can offer land to the Muslim community identity. Thus, the settlement 
of the Muslims from outside of the Kashmir valley may neutralize the 
Modi regime’s strategic plan of shifting the demographic influx to-
wards Hindus. The response of the political leadership of the Kashmir 
valley seemingly encouraging- all the parties coherently dejected the 
Indian move and declared it subjugation of fundamental rights of the 
Muslims of the occupied territory. Amid recent developments in the 
Kashmir valley, the response of the international community and 
key stakeholders is disappointing and raised grave apprehensions 
because they merely acting as silent spectators over the victimization 
of millions of Muslims of the Kashmir valley. Despite the uncertain-
ties, and growing resentments it’s a fact that whenever the atrocities 
increased, the Kashmiris responded with greater ferocity and power. 
The enduring resistance of the people has been rock solid and their 
spirit of sacrifices never decreased.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Pakistan as an emergent of Trade and 
commerce hub

With a population of ap-
proximately 190 million 
and a GDP close to $300 
billion, Pakistan continues 
to offer significant trade 
opportunities to countries 

and traders around the world. Keeping in view 
these trends in global trading environment and 
the trend in Pakistan’s exports, the mid-term 
strategic trade policy framework was formu-
lated through an extensive consultative process 
spanning over almost a year. All stakehold-
ers in the public and private sector including 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry, district Chambers, trade associa-
tions, private businesses, academia, think tanks, 
trade missions, Ministries/Divisions and other 
government agencies were actively engaged. 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) later sug-
gested that Pakistan should emerge as a centre 
of trade and commerce by removing barriers 
on its international borders as two continents 
Asia and Europe are rapidly growing.The Central 
Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) 
Strategy 2030, which is a new long-term strate-

gic framework for regional cooperationwasalso 
introduced. The strategy is aimed at creating an 
open and inclusive regional cooperation plat-
form that connects people, policies and projects 
for shared and sustainable development.The 
strategy is aimed at strengthening coordination 
with other international and regional coopera-
tion mechanisms including China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative.Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, China, 
Mongolia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Turkmenistan 
and Georgia are members of CAREC.This plat-
form is very much aligned with the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor and both regional 
initiatives are natural partners of each other. 
CAREC’s new strategy recognises the impor-
tance of economic ties with non-member neigh-
bouring countries and will coordinate activities 
with relevant entities, especially in commercial 
and academic spheres.A main stumbling block 
to Pakistan’s Endeavour to reach Central Asia 
is Afghanistan, according to analysts. Kabul 
wants access to India in return for clearing the 
route for Pakistan to Central Asian Republics.
CAREC forum could contribute to long-term po-
litical and economic stability, thereby creating 
a peace dividend, adding it could provide the 
impetus for maintaining a stable and sustained 
growth, which was needed to alleviate poverty 
and keep Pakistan move forward.Since Pakistan 
joined CAREC seven years ago, the country has 
benefited from regional connectivity invest-
ments worth $1.5 billion, of which the ADB has 

provided $800 million. Roads have been devel-
oped, railway strategies are being prepared and 
energy projects are under way.Pakistan is at 
the forefront towards becoming the next eco-
nomic hub in the region due to its favourable 
geo-strategic and economic position. Pakistan is 
passing through a phase of economic transfor-
mation, especially with the implementation of 
the China Pakistan Economic Corridor which will 
revolutionize national and international trade, 
development and will certainly generate huge 
employment opportunities across the country.
Pakistan maintained a trade surplus with all 
neighbouring countries, except India last year. 
Regional trade remained in favour of Pakistan 
by and large, which is a result of higher exports 
during the first two monthsof 2017.Pakistan’s 
exports have sustained despite all the challenges 
due to the market access in EU countries after 
the grant of GSP Plus. Pakistan is complying with 
the mandatory 27 conventions relating to envi-
ronment, narcotics control, drugs, human rights 
and labour to retain this market access. Pakistani 
products are benefitting from the GSP Plus status 
in European countries . 

Halloween 2020

Celebs show off their costumes inspired by ‘Tiger King,’ Cardi B
BEVERLY HILLS

While this Halloween is different in a lot 
of ways, some things remain comfortingly 
the same like celebrities, including noted 
fans of the holiday such as Heidi Klum and 
Vanessa Hudgens, going all out with elabo-
rate costumes.Several of the getups reflected 
pop culture, especially Netflix’s popular se-
ries Tiger King. Kim Kardashian wore leop-
ard print and a flower crown to perfectly 
parody Carole Baskin, while her longtime 
friend Jonathan Cheban played Baskin’s 
nemesis, Joe Exotic, whose real name is Joe 
Maldonado-Passage. Kardashian’s four kids 
with husband Kanye West North, 7; Saint, 4; 
Chicago, 2; and 1-year-old Psalm dressed as 
the big cats. Country singer Jason Aldean was 
another Joe Exotic, filming his own version of 
the music video Maldonado-Passage featured 
in the show. Morning talk show hosts Kelly 
Ripa and Ryan Seacrest took their own stab 
at the docuseries, in which Seacrest played 
the tiger.Elsewhere, there were costumes 
that were delightful —such as Mindy Kaling’s 
look, inspired by the Kaling-produced show 
Never Have I Ever  elaborate (Heidi Klum), 
and creative (we’re looking at you, Kelly 
Clarkson!). Nelly’s frightening ensemble was 
one of many on the Dancing With the Stars 
costume extravaganza.Take a look at what all 
the stars, including Ciara, Halsey and more, 
are wearing this spooky season.

VIPER Rover Will Get Driving Headlights
FLORIDA

As it journeys into some of the dark-
est and coldest spots in the solar system, 
NASA’s new water-hunting Moon rover, 
VIPER, will need some very robust head-
lights to light the way.In the extremes of 
light and dark found on the Moon, shad-
owed and lit areas are in such high contrast 
that any contours in the landscape are ef-
fectively invisible in the darkness. To navi-
gate this world, VIPER’s rover drivers will 
rely on a system of rover-mounted lights 
and cameras to steer clear of boulders, de-
scend steep declines into craters and avoid 
other potentially mission-fatal dangers. To 
make sure the first-ever lighting system on 
a rover will reveal obstacles hiding in the 
shadows, the VIPER team recently tested 
prototypes in a high-fidelity recreation of 
a lunar landscape at NASA’s Ames Research 
Center in California’s Silicon Valley, where 
the mission is led.Tests like these are help-
ing the VIPER mission – which in August 
passed the important preliminary design 
review milestone with NASA’s Planetary 
Science Division and the independent 
VIPER review team – solve for the many 
unique challenges of operating on the 
Moon.“We face similar challenges as any car 
designer,” said Uland Wong, VIPER’s navi-
gation hardware lead and a computer sci-
entist at Ames. “Whether it’s on a rover or 

the next model of sedan, a bad lighting de-
sign means a driver can’t see details in the 
landscape. We have to pay extra attention 
to these challenges on the Moon because 
once VIPER gets there, there’s no coming 
back.”Other lights do exist in space, such 
as single LEDs inside microscopes on Mars 
rovers and lights that help spacecraft dock 
to the International Space Station. But the 
harsh environment of the Moon combined 
with VIPER’s specific goals to find water in 
deep, dark places make this the first rover 
to require car-like floodlights. While Mars 
science objectives typically allow those rov-
ers to operate in sunlit areas, VIPER’s solar-
powered mission will venture into spots 
that never receive direct sunlight, due to 
the Moon’s tilt and the very low angle of the 
Sun at the South Pole.VIPER’s lights will be 
arrays of LEDs and will offer the same flex-
ibility as your car’s high beams and parking 
lights. Mounted on a mast, two of these ar-
rays will cast a narrow, long-distance beam. 

BERLIN
The President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly 

Berdimuhamedov made a video state-
ment at the International Forum for Northern 
Economic Cooperation which took place in 
Seoul in the format of a videoconference. 
The heads of states, renown political figures, repre-
sentatives of academic circles, leadership of minis-
tries and departments of trade-economic, healthcare, 
education, communication and high-tech sectors, 
representatives of non-governmental organiza-
tions and private sectors of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
Russia, Mongolia, the Republic of Korea and other 
countries participated to the Forum in remote mode. 
During his video address to the participants of the 
Forum, the President of Turkmenistan emphasized 
that considers the given event as a well-timed initia-
tive aimed at long-term development of international 
economic, trade and investment cooperation in Eurasia. 
The head of state shared his vision on the creation 
of new plans and strategies for comprehensive de-
velopment on the Eurasian space and added that 
“in Turkmenistan we call it the revival of the Great 

Silk Road, thus emphasizing the historical continu-
ity of the unique nature of relations between the 
nations living here and the states located along-
side”. It was underlined that the given format is in-
tended to contribute to the geo-economic processes 
along the routes of East-West and South-North. 
During his address, the President of Turkmenistan es-
pecially underlined the importance of diversification 
of cooperation on the regional and worldwide scales. 
He told about the efficiency of Turkmen-Korean re-
lations, gave examples of a number of joint projects 
in the oil and gas, as well as gas chemical industries 
with active participation of the Korean companies. 
Amongst the main topics of discussion on the Forum 
were the changes originated from the coronavirus pan-
demic and further promotion of North economic coop-
eration. In this regard, it is vital to note that under the 
leadership of President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, 
Turkmenistan stands for the constructive international 
cooperation and calls for the application of scientific 
diplomacy tools for strengthening the collaboration in 
the area of healthcare and scientific research between 
the countries of the world.

The President of Turkmenistan made a statement  at the International Forum for Northern Economic Cooperation 

A fire at a grade school in Chicago 
kills 90 students on December 
1, 1958.The Our Lady of Angels 
School was operated by the 
Sisters of Charity in Chicago. 
In 1958, there were well over 

1,200 students enrolled at the school, which 
occupied a large, old building. Unfortunately, 
little in the way of fire prevention was done 
before December 1958. The building did not 
have any sprinklers and no regular prepar-
atory drills were conducted. When a small 
fire broke out in a pile of trash in the base-
ment, it led to disaster.The fire probably 
began about 2:30 p.m. and, within minutes, 
teachers on the first floor smelled it. These 
teachers led their classes outside, but did not 
sound a general alarm. The school’s janitor 
discovered the fire at 2:42 and shouted for 
the alarm to be rung. However, he was ei-
ther not heard or the alarm system did not 
operate properly, and the students in class-
rooms on the second floor were completely 
unaware of the rapidly spreading flames be-
neath them.It took only a few more minutes 
for the fire to reach the second floor. Panic 
ensued. Some students jumped out windows 
to escape. Although firefighters who were 

arriving on the scene tried to catch them, 
some were injured. Firefighters also tried to 
get ladders up to the windows. One quick-
thinking nun had her students crawl under 
the smoke and roll down the stairs, where 

they were rescued. Other classes remained in 
their rooms, praying for help.When the fire 
was finally extinguished several hours later, 
the authorities found that 90 students and 3 
nuns had been killed in the fire.

90 students die in Chicago school fire
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Taylor Swift grants U.S. poli-
tician access to her songs 

LONDON
Taylor Swift has given U.S. politician Eric Swalwell 
permission to use her music in a new ad aimed 
at boosting voter turn-out ahead of the upcom-
ing U.S. presidential election.The pop star’s track 
Only the Young features in the latest ad for the 
Democrat’s Remedy PAC organisation, which 
also features a quote about voter suppression 
from vice presidential candidate Kamala Harris.
The video includes a montage of powerful social 
and political scenes that took place within the 
past four years under current President Donald 
Trump’s first term.Taylor has yet to issue a com-
ment about granting Swalwell access to her 
song, but he took to Twitter to thank her for the 
thumbs up.“Up there’s the finish line. Our future 
is worth our fight. Thank you, @taylorswift13, 
for voicing what #OnlyTheYoung can do. Let’s 
run!” Representative Swalwell wrote on Friday.
Harris was also impressed, adding: “Thank you 
@TaylorSwift13 and my friend @EricSwalwell 
for showing young people what’s at stake in this 
election.”Taylor also contributed a cover of Tom 
Petty’s American Girl to a video package for the 
Democratic National Convention, but Only the 
Young marks the first time she has authorised 
her original music for political use.VoM

Jennifer Meyer files for di-
vorce from Tobey Maguire

NEW YORK
Jennifer Meyer has filed for divorce from 
Tobey Maguire.Four years after she split from 
the 45-year-old actor, Jennifer, 43 - who has 
11-year-old son Otis and 13-year-old daughter 
Ruby with Tobey - has filed papers to officially 
end the marriage, TMZ reports.Jennifer and 
Tobey separated in October 2016, with friends 
explaining they had “been living separate lives 
for a while.”A source said:”They have completely 
different interests and haven’t seemed to be con-
necting. He’s extremely private and prefers to 
stay home, and she’s very social and has tons of 
girlfriends.“They haven’t been happy together for 
a long time, but they are great parents and they 
love their children.”Jennifer and Tobey tied the 
knot in 2007 in Kona, Hawaii, in front of a small 
group of family and friends.The former couple 
have remained close and continue to amicably co-
parent their children.For Father’s Day this year, 
Jennifer shared a sweet message about Tobey on 
Instagram. She wrote: “To the best baby daddy. 
All is can say is no matter what happens in life, 
to relationships etc.VoM

Lori Loughlin to spend 
Halloween behind bars

LONDON
Actress Lori Loughlin has begun a prison stint for 
her part in the U.S. college admissions scam.The for-
mer Full House star has been sentenced to serve 
two months behind bars after pleading guilty to of-
fering up bribes to help her daughters get into the 
University of Southern California (USC). According 
to NBC, she reported to the Federal Correctional 
Institution in Dublin, California on Friday.The prison 
is the same one where Felicity Huffman served time 
for her role in the scandal last year.Upon Loughlin’s 
release, she will have to pay a $150,000 (£116,000) 
fine and complete 100 hours of community service.
Her husband, Mossimo Giannulli, was also sen-
tenced to serve five months behind bars at a hear-
ing in Boston, Massachusetts on 21 August.Giannulli, 
the founder of the Mossimo clothing brand, will pay 
an additional $250,000 (£191,000) fine and serve 
250 hours of community service.During sentencing, 
Loughlin made a tearful apology via Zoom, explain-
ing she made an “awful decision”.“I went along with 
a plan to give my daughters an unfair advantage in 
the college decision process,” she said.“I thought I 
was acting out of love for my children, but in real-
ity, it only undermined my daughter’s abilities and 
accomplishments. VoM

Bureau Reuter
IMOLA

Valtteri Bottas powered to pole posi-
tion for the Emilia Romagna Grand Prix 
at Imola on Saturday with the Finn’s 
team mate and Formula One leader 
Lewis Hamilton locking out the front 
row for dominant Mercedes.Red Bull’s 
Max Verstappen qualified third, after a 
power unit scare in the second phase 
sent mechanics scrambling to fix his car, 

with AlphaTauri’s Pierre Gasly a stun-
ning fourth on the grid.Mercedes need 
only a fourth place finish in Sunday’s 
race to secure a record seventh succes-
sive constructors’ world championship.
The pole, with a time of one minute 
13.609 seconds, was a 13th in 13 races 
this season for the champions.Sunday’s 
race will be the first grand prix at Imola 
since 2006, with the track returning 
to flesh out a calendar ravaged by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and the third in 
Italy this season.“This track, when you 
push flat out, it’s beautiful. I knew I had 
to improve in the last lap and I found 
those small gains that were needed,” 
said Bottas, who was 0.097 quicker than 
Hamilton.“It’s a great feeling when you 
get those.“It’s going to be a good fight. 
It’s one of the longest runs in the calen-
dar into Turn One so no doubt Lewis and 
Max will be chasing me, but it’s a good 
place to start and hopefully the pace is 
good.”Hamilton leads Bottas by 77 points, 
having won eight times so far this season, 
and is closing on a record-equalling sev-
enth drivers’ title although he will have 
to wait at least until Turkey in two weeks’ 
time for a chance to clinch it. ”Valtteri did 
a great job. It was a pretty poor lap from 
myself. These things happen, you can’t 
always get it perfect,” said Hamilton, who 
had been quickest after the first flying 
laps in phase three.

Staff Report
Islamabad

Nine squad members of first XI under-
went Covid-19 tests on the eve of their 
second round first-class Quaid-e-Azam 
Trophy matches at the team hotel in 
Karachi and have come out negative.
According to details, the tests were con-
ducted on those who were experienc-
ing flu and fever related symptoms to 
ensure health and safety of both unwell 
squad members as well as the rest of 
the participants, said a spokesman of 
the Pakistan Cricket Board.Meanwhile, 
Southern Punjab’s Mohammad Abbas 
and Aamer Yamin are sitting out their 
side’s match against Balochistan that 
began today at the National Stadium 
as both are unwell.He said Sindhs Mir 
Hamza returned home after experienc-
ing flu and fever symptoms at the end 
of his side’s first round match against 
Central Punjab that concluded at the 

National Stadium on Wednesday.“Sindh 
have included Sohail Khan and Anwar 
Ali in their squad for their match 

against Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, which 
began at the UBL Sports Complex 
today”, he said. 

US giant had partnered with Energas 

for setting up terminal in Pakistan
Bureau Report
ISLAMABAD

US energy giant ExxonMobil has scrapped a plan 
to establish a liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal 
in Pakistan. It had partnered with a consortium of 
Energas Terminal (Pvt) Limited that was setting 
up the LNG terminal in the country.“ExxonMobil 
is evaluating all appropriate steps to significantly 
reduce capital and operating expenses in the 
near term as a result of market conditions and 
commodity price decreases,” a company spokes-
person told The Express Tribune.“This is part of 
our ongoing review to find further efficiencies 
and strengthen the company for the future.“The 
decision does not impact our Downstream 
and Chemical business in Pakistan, and future 
investment opportunities in Pakistan will be 
evaluated.”ExxonMobil has exited the consor-
tium, which means it is not part of a deal to set 
up the LNG terminal in Pakistan.The Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government had allowed 
five companies to establish LNG terminals in 
Pakistan. However, the government had drawn 
up a policy according to which it would not give 
any guarantee and the companies would set up 
the terminals at their own risk.ExxonMobil had 
returned to Pakistan after 20 years by forging a 

joint venture with Pakistan’s state-owned com-
panies Government Holdings Private Limited 
(GHPL), Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL) and 
Oil and Gas Development Company (OGDC) for 
drilling an offshore well near Karachi.That effort 
proved unsuccessful. However, the US energy 
giant later established some footprint in Pakistan 
and entered the LNG business by forming part-
nership with Energas, a consortium of companies 
from different industries like cement, textile and 
power.ExxonMobil’s main objective for joining the 
consortium was to supply LNG to Pakistan.The 
United States and Australia are going to emerge 
as big exporters of LNG to the world. The US has 
converted its LNG import terminals into LNG ex-
port terminals after a boom in shale oil and gas 
production.Since ExxonMobil entered Pakistan, 
it had been facing problems. It started drilling 
for shale oil and gas reserves and requested the 
government to allot more area along the offshore 
belt of Karachi but the government turned down 
the request.Following this, ExxonMobil had been 
waiting for announcement of an auction of off-
shore blocks by the government of Pakistan.
Even in the case of setting up the LNG terminal, 
ExxonMobil had faced problems as it needed to 
obtain security clearance for setting up the termi-
nal.Even though the government finally resolved 
the issue, ExxonMobil decided to pull out of the 
project.The US trade secretary, during his visit 

to Pakistan, had also taken up the issue with 
Prime Minister Imran Khan to facilitate the US 
companies interested in operating in Pakistan.
The entry of private sector was aimed at opening 
up the LNG business for further growth.At pre-
sent, two LNG terminals with total capacity of 
1.3 billion cubic feet per day (bcfd) are handling 
imports to meet domestic needs. Pakistan needs 
more LNG terminals to meet rising demand for 
gas. Mitsubishi is also working to set up an LNG 
terminal in Pakistan.According to government 
estimates, the country needs more terminals to 
import 3 billion cubic feet of gas per day in com-
ing years. The government says local gas produc-
tion is depleting fast at the pace of 6% per year. 

Bureau Report
TOKO

Japan Airlines (JAL) on Friday 
forecast a record operating loss 
for the year through March, and 

said it would retire planes early 
as the pandemic hits travel de-
mand.   Japan’s second-biggest 
airline has, like other carriers, 
been hammered by a collapse 

in air travel demand. It said on 
Friday it planned to retire 24 
of its Boeing 777 widebodies 
by March 2023, though its re-
sponse is less aggressive than 
larger rival ANA Holdings Inc.
Unlike ANA, JAL also said it 
will not ask staff to take pay 
cuts and is dispatching work-
ers to hotels, stores and other 
outside companies. On any one 
day about 500 employees are 
working elsewhere, some for 
only a day while others will be 
gone for as long as two years, 
the company said.JAL forecast 
a full-year loss between 330 
billion yen ($3.2 billion) and 
380 billion, compared with an 
average loss forecast of 273.1 
billion from 10 analysts com-
piled by Refinitiv. The airline 
posted a second-quarter op-
erating loss of 92.9 billion yen 

versus an 82.9 billion profit 
a year earlier. It expects cash 
burn of between 15 billion yen 
and 20 billion a month for the 
rest of the financial year, com-
pared with 45 billion yen to 50 
billion yen so far. It also plans 
to expand a credit line by 100 
billion yen next month.ANA, 
which plans to send more than 
400 workers to other compa-
nies and cut the pay of others, 
this week forecast a record 
full-year operating loss of 505 
billion yen. It plans to retire 
35 planes, including 777s jets, 
this year.Domestic bookings at 
JAL in October have been about 
half of what they were a year 
ago, while overseas flights are 
still mostly empty. By the end 
of March, international demand 
is likely to be below 50 percent 
of normal.

Japan Airlines forecasts record annual loss as pandemic takes toll

First Abu Dhabi 
Bank to resume exclu-
sive talks to buy Bank 

Audi Egypt
Bureaau Report

Abu Dhabi
First Abu Dhabi Bank said that it 

has resumed exclusive talks to ac-
quire Lebanese Bank Audi activities 
in Egypt.“These negotiations are 
subject to the requirements of due 
diligence examination, agreement on 
final transactions and the required 
regulatory approvals,” the bank 
added in a disclosure statement to 
the Abu Dhabi Stock Exchange.The 
UAE’s largest lender suspended the 
acquisition talks being held last May 
with Bank Audi officials due to the 
difficult market conditions caused 
by the pandemic, but Reuters re-
cently quoted a source saying that 
the bank intends to resume talks 
about buying the Lebanese Bank 
Audi in Egypt.Mohamed Bedeir, 
CEO and managing director of Bank 
Audi, said that exclusive negotiations 
have been resumed between Bank 
Audi Lebanon and First Abu Dhabi 
Bank UAE on the sale of its wholly 
owned subsidiary in Egypt, Bank 
Audi Egypt, to First Abu Dhabi Bank 
UAE.He added that the two banks 
had discussions early in the year 
and made progress on many points. 
The current discussions are subject 
to confirmation of examination, 
signing of contracts and obtaining 
approval from the authorities, in-
cluding the approval of the Central 
Bank of Egypt.Bank Audi Group op-
erates in a number of markets, led by 
Egypt, Turkey, Switzerland, France, 
Jordan, Iraq, Qatar and the UAE, and 

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Leading UAE cities Abu Dhabi and Dubai are 
on a rapid economic growth trajectory and in 
the post-COVID era both the cities are fully 
geared to maintain their momentum and the 
hub status for the region, HSBC said in a series 
of reports on key cities in the region.Published 
on UN World Cities Day, the HSBC City Reports 
on Abu Dhabi, Cairo, Dubai, Istanbul and Riyadh 
stress the need for city and business leaders to 
use the COVID-19 pandemic as a catalyst for 
more diversified, more digitised, cleaner and 
greener cities.The report said that over the past 
50 years, Abu Dhabi has transformed into a 
global business, banking, cultural and hospital-
ity hub and one of the key centres of the Middle 
East, North Africa, and Turkey (MENAT) region. 
Supported by its large oil reserves, the emirate 
has invested in successive cycles of construc-
tion and diversification, which have boosted 
the city’s global appeal and influence. Oil and 
gas’ share of GDP has fallen from 59.3 per cent 
to 50.2 per cent in the last 15 years, and the 
emirate continues to transition into technol-
ogy and manufacturing roles serving East-West 
trade and investment corridors. As a city Abu 

Dhabi’s registered population has surged from 
less than 50,000 in 1965 to nearly 1.5m in 2020. 
Oil extraction and construction has prompted 
a long-term boom in immigration, and govern-
ment reforms and policies have incentivised 
both highly skilled and lower skilled migration.
The total built-up area of Abu Dhabi has grown 
rapidly from 34 km2 in 1975 to over 760km2, 
the size of Singapore and New York City. As Abu 
Dhabi looks to 2030 and beyond, a key agenda 
for the city is to balance social and economic 
development with environmental resilience.
High rates of population growth in Dubai over 
the past three decades have emerged in tandem 
with economic diversification away from oil, a 
multi-decade surge in real estate development 
driven by Government reforms and subsequent 

international migration and investment. Since 
1980, Dubai’s population expanded at an aver-
age growth rate of 6 per cent each year, making 
it one of the fastest growing cities in the world. 
In 2020, Dubai’s population exceeded 3 million 
people, representing a third of the total popula-
tion of the UAE. From 1970 – 2020, the built-
up area of Dubai grew from 54km2 in 1975 to 
over 970km2. It is now home to the busiest 
international airport and ninth largest port in 
the world. “Government reforms and policies 
have incentivised significant levels of popula-
tion growth by attracting both highly skilled and 
lower skilled migrants. This rate of population 
and urban expansion creates the challenge for 
Dubai to identify pathways for more sustain-
able and balanced growth,” the HSBC report 
said. The reports note that both Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai have emerged as key global trade 
corridors and inter-continental hub for trade 
hubs. While Abu Dhabi plays a strategic role in 
promoting the UAE / China / India corridors, 
Dubai’s major economic and business reforms 
have led to significant improvements in its eco-
nomic competitiveness and status as a global 
hub. Business reforms are also supporting the 
city’s innovation ecosystem. 

Abu Dhabi and Dubai are on a rapid growth trajectory: 

Bureau Report
ROME

Juventus star Cristiano Ronaldo 
has tested negative for coronavi-
rus after nearly three weeks but 
Serie A clubs Atalanta, Sassuolo, 
Crotone and Parma on Friday 
revealed new cases.Ronaldo first 
tested positive for Covid-19 on 
October 13 while playing with 
Portugal.“Ronaldo carried out 
a check with a diagnostic test 
(swab) for Covid-19. The exam 
provided a negative result,” the 
Italian champions said in a state-
ment. “The player has, therefore, 
recovered after 19 days and is 
no longer subjected to home 
isolation.”Juventus next play at 
promoted Spezia on Sunday, 
with all matches now behind 
closed doors.Serie A leaders 
AC Milan also announced that 
defender Matteo Gabbia, goal-
keeper Gianluigi Donnarumma 
and striker Jens PetterHauge have 
all tested negative.Donnarumma 
and Hauge “are authorised to 
return to training” before un-
beaten Milan travel to Udinese on 
Sunday, with Gabbia “undergoing 
medical screening” on Saturday.
A record number of over 31,000 
people on Friday tested positive 
for Covid-19 in a 24-hour period 

in Italy.The 35-year-old Ronaldo 
had missed four games includ-
ing Wednesday’s 2-0 Champions 
League defeat to Lionel Messi’s 
Barcelona, and Juventus’s 2-0 win 
at Dynamo Kiev in their Group G 
opener.The five-time Ballon d’Or 
winner’s return will be a boost 
for Andrea Pirlo’s faltering side 
who are fifth in Serie A, four 
points behind leaders AC Milan.
Ronaldo scored three goals in 
Juventus’s first two league games 
-- a 3-0 win over Sampdoria and 
both goals in a 2-2 draw at AS 
Roma.But the nine-time reign-
ing champions have been held to 
three consecutive league draws, 
Roma (2-2), Crotone (1-1) and 
Verona (1-1).They were awarded 
a 3-0 victory after Napoli refused 
to travel to Turin on October 4 
because of coronavirus cases.
Ronaldo was furious at missing 
out on this week’s reunion with 
Messi, after reportedly testing 
positive for an 18th time.They 
have not faced off since the five-
time Ballon d’Or winner left Real 
Madrid for Juventus in 2018.
Ronaldo had caused controversy 
even before testing positive 
by travelling to Portugal while 
Juventus were in isolation after 
two virus cases.

ExxonMobil scraps LNG terminal plan

Valtteri Bottas on pole at Imola with Lewis Hamilton alongside

Ronaldo Covid-free; virus hits other 
teams

All nine first XI players tested negative for COVID-19
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
Some investors are betting the technol-
ogy and communications stocks that 
drove a massive rebound in U.S. mar-
kets this year will face a tougher slog 
in coming months, no matter whether 
Republican President Donald Trump or 
Democratic challenger Joe Biden wins 
Tuesday’s election.  Betting against big 
technology has been a risky proposition 
over the last decade, as stocks like Ama-
zon, Google and Netflix have shot higher 
at the expense of so-called value and 
cyclical stocks such as banks and energy 
companies. Recently, however, some 
fund managers say they are growing 
alarmed by what they see as a consensus 
in Washington to tighten regulations, 
and prospects that another large stimu-
lus bill would bolster a rotation out of 
tech and into other sectors including ec-
onomically sensitive value stocks.“There 
will be a shift and it is starting, but it will 
take time,” said Max Gokhman, head of 
asset allocation at Pacific Life Fund Ad-
visors, which cut its exposure to large-
cap tech in September to neutral from 
overweight. Should Biden win as polls 
suggest, technology companies could 
face higher tax rates and tax-motivated 
selling as well as increased regulation, 
investors said. Both Trump and Biden 

have criticized large tech companies but 
stopped short of explicitly calling for 
them to be broken up. Trump has said 
“there is something going on in terms 
of monopoly” when asked about big 
tech firms. Apple Inc AAPL.O, Microsoft 
Corp MSFT.O, Amazon.com Inc AMZN.O, 
Facebook Inc FB.O, and Google-parent 
Alphabet Inc GOOGL.O now make up 
approximately 23% of the total weight 
of the S&P 500, according to S&P Dow 
Jones Indices, giving their gyrations an 
outsized impact on broader markets. 
Hedge fund manager David Einhorn 
of Greenlight Capital, a longtime tech 
bear, told clients in a letter this week 
that tech stocks were in the middle of an 
“enormous bubble” that popped when 
the S&P 500 hit its record high on Sept. 

2, 2020. Technology stocks tumbled in 
the past week’s selloff, though earnings 
results from companies like Facebook, 
Alphabet and Amazon have shown how 
the tech giants expanded their business-
es this year. “It has become more diffi-
cult for mega-cap tech to surprise on the 
upside,” analysts at UBS Global Wealth 
Management said in a note Friday.Some 
investors pointed to recent hearings 
in Washington as a sign that increased 
regulations will come to the sector no 
matter which party takes control in 
Washington. The Justice Department’s 
lawsuit against Google in late October 
marked the first time the U.S. govern-
ment has cracked down on a major tech 
company since it sued Microsoft Corp 
MSFT.O for anti-competitive practices in 
1998. “This may be the only bi-partisan 
issue out there,” Pacific Life’s Gokhman 
said. An expected $2 trillion stimulus 
package by Biden, who leads Trump in 
national polls by 10 percentage points, 
could enhance the appeal of out-of-favor 
stocks like construction equipment and 
materials companies, investors said. 
A shift to value stocks “is increasingly 
likely over the next 12 months,” said 
Eduardo Costa, who runs hedge fund 
Calixto Global Investors, LP. Reuters

UNITED NATIONS
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres Friday expressed his sor-
row over the loss of life and the dam-
age from the earthquake in western 
Turkey. “The Secretary-General is 
saddened by the loss of life and dam-
age caused by the powerful earth-
quake in the Aegean Sea today,” his 
spokesman, Stephane Dujarric, said 
in a statement. Earlier in the day, a 
powerful earthquake hit western 
Turkey and the Greek Dodecanese 
islands in the Aegean Sea. At least 
17 people died in Turkey as a result 
of the earthquake and 763 have been 
injured. The spokesman said said the 
UN chief extended his condolences to 
the bereaved families and to the gov-
ernments and people of Turkey and 
Greece, and wished those injured a 
speedy recovery. “The Secretary-Gen-
eral commends the local response ef-
forts underway,” the spokesman said, 
adding, “The United Nations stands 
ready to assist if required.” Mean-
while, Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai, a promi-
nent Kashmiri leader, voiced his 
“heartfelt sympathy” for the affected 
families, and conveyed condolences 
to quake’s victims. “There is no doubt 
that this earthquake has shaken the 

people in Turkey and beyond, partic-
ularly in Pakistan and Kashmir,” Fai, 
Secretary-General of Washington-
based World Kashmir Awareness Fo-
rum, said in a statement. “The nation 
of Kashmir has seen the best of the 
people of Turkey when an earthquake 
of magnitude 7.8 hit Azad Kashmir in 
2005. We saw the disaster prepared-
ness of the Turkish volunteers in the 
relief activities, emergency shelters 
and tents for hospitals and schools,” 
he said, adding, “In the hour of need of 
the Kashmiri nation, Turkish broth-
ers and sisters have proved to be the 
symbol of generosity, kindness and 
humanity. “I am sure that majority of 
the Muslim organizations all over the 
world will agree with me to express 
their appreciation to the nation of 
Turkey – the nation that has always 
been there in many natural disasters, 

be it Tsunami in Indonesia, persecu-
tion of Rohingya Muslims , Gaza Free-
dom Flotilla, etc.,” he said. “Today, it is 
our responsibility to come to help the 
people in the region of Izmir and be-
yond in whatever way and shape we 
can.” The Israeli government’s recent 
announcement that it has approved 
the construction of nearly 5,000 
more settlement homes in the occu-
pied Palestinian territory is a grave 
breach of international law, a UN hu-
man rights expert has said. “The in-
ternational community must answer 
this grave breach of international law 
with more than mere criticism,” Mi-
chael Lynk, UN special rapporteur for 
the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian Territory occupied since 
1967, said in a statement on Friday. 
Earlier in October, an Israeli Defence 
Ministry planning committee ap-
proved plans for 4,948 more homes. 
“As the Israeli settlements continue to 
devour the land that is meant for the 
independent Palestinian state, the 
international community observes, 
it sometimes objects, but it does not 
act,” Lynk said. He said that the latest 
announcement means that the Israeli 
government has approved more than 
12,150 settlements this year. App

NEW YORK
With the 2020 US elections in final stretch, 
President Donald Trump, a Republican, and his 
Democratic challenger Joe Biden are making 
their closing pitches to the electorate amid re-
surgence of coronavirus infections. The Presi-
dent trails Biden in national opinion polls as 
most voters say they disapprove of the Trump 
administration’s handling of the pandemic, 
which has killed more than 228,000 people 
in the United States, with case numbers once 
again breaking daily records as Election Day 
nears on Tuesday. In his defence, Trump has 
claimed that the US is “rounding the curve” on 
coronavirus as the country set records in re-
cent days for daily infections. “There’s no na-
tion in the world that’s recovered like we’ve re-
covered,” Trump told a political rally on Friday 
night. More than 85 million Americans have 
already cast ballots in the election, according 
to a tally from the U.S. Elections Project at the 
University of Florida, setting the stage for the 
highest participation rate in over a century. 
The record-breaking pace, more than 58% of 
total 2016 turnout, reflects intense interest in 
the vote this time. Large numbers of people 
have voted by mail or at early in-person poll-
ing sites amid concerns the coronavirus could 

spread at busy Election Day voting places. 
Significantly, Muslim-Americans, who have 
been under pressure since the 9/11 terror-
ist attacks, are more politically engaged and 
registered to vote than ever before. There are 
more than 3.45 million Muslims living in the 
US, which has a population of over 328 mil-
lion, with 240 million eligible to vote. “Muslim 
Americans have become so politicized,” an of-
ficial of the Institute for Social Policy and Un-
derstanding, Dalia Mogahed, said. “They com-
mand way more attention than their numbers 
would suggest makes any sense. They’re oner 
percent of the population, yet talked about, 
discussed, scapegoated so often. So it’s re-
ally important that if they’re going to be talked 
about that they also have a voice, that they 
also have a place at the table.” Throughout his 
2016 presidential campaign and time in office, 
Trump has made Islamophobic comments, 
which Mogahed says have alienated Muslim 
voters. At a 2015 campaign rally, Trump told 
a supporter he would look into the coun-
try’s “Muslim problem”. Later that year, he 
made promises to implement a database or 
“watchlist” to track Muslims in the U.S., and 
issued a statement calling for the shutdown 
of Muslim immigration to the U.S. Reuters

ISLAMABAD
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi Saturday phoned his Turkish 
counterpart Mevlüt Çavusoglu and of-
fered sending relief teams and field 
hospital for the people affected by the 
earthquake hitting Izmir city of Turkey. 
“Spoke to brother (Mevlüt Çavusoglu) 
and extended our deepest sympathies 
& sincere condolences for lives lost & 
those injured in the devastating earth-
quake in Izmir,” the foreign minister 
said on Twitter. At least 25 people were 
killed and at least 804 injured when a 
6.6 magnitude earthquake jolted Izmir 
on Friday. According to Turkish authori-
ties, at least 743 were injured in Izmir, 
and in neighboring provinces, five 
in Manisa, two in Balikesir and 54 in 
Aydin. He said that Pakistan stood ready 
to help Turkey with urgent relief and 
assistance in this hour of need. Qureshi 
said that Pakistan could never forget the 
Turksih support after 2005 earthquake 
in Pakistan. He also offered sending 
relief teams and field hospital for the 

quake-hit people. The Turkish foreign 
minister thanked Pakistan’s govern-
ment on behalf of Turkish government 
and people. He said the Turkish govern-
ment was utilizing all out resources for 
relief and rehabilitation of the affected 
people. He said though Turkey was not 
yet in need of any material support; 
however, in case it required, they would 
first accept the Pakistan’s offer. VoM

Pakistan rejects Indian PM’s 
insinuation of Pakistan’s 

involvement in Pulwama attack

Quetta
Secur i ty  forces  have 
fo i led  a  poss ib le  ter-
ror is t  act iv i ty  in 
Southern  Balochistan . 
According  to  the  ISPR, 
the  secur i ty  forces 
conducted  an  inte l l i -
gence  based  operat ion 
on  terror ist  h ideout 
o f  a  proscr ibed  or-
ganizat ion  in  Buleda 
area  of  Ketch  d istr ic t . 
A  h igh  va lue  target  re -
sponsible  for  k i l l ing 
innocent  c iv i l ians ,  ex-
tort ion  and at tacking 
secur i ty  forces  was 
k i l led  in  the  opera -
t ion .  A  large  cache  of 
arms and ammunit ion 
was  recovered .  During 
exchange  of  f i re ,  a  so l -
d ier  was  in jured .  VoM

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan has categorically rejected 
the Indian Prime Minister’s insinu-
ation of Pakistan’s involvement in 
the Pulwama attack by alluding to 
remarks made by a Minister in the 
National Assembly. Foreign Office 
Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez in a 
statement said this is a brazen at-
tempt to twist the remarks of the 
Federal Minister, who was referring 
to the befitting response given by 
the Pakistan Armed Forces in broad 
day-light to India’s ill-conceived 
misadventure of 26 February 2019, 
in violation of the UN Charter and 
international law.  The spokesper-
son said it is the BJP leadership’s 
incurable obsession with Pakistan 
that impels them to invariably blame 
Pakistan for their own failings and 
shortcomings. Most notably, it has 
been a part and parcel of the BJP’s 
electoral strategy to raise the Paki-
stan ‘bogey’ in the attempt to galvan-
ise voters’ support, while seeking to 
divert public attention from their 
domestic and foreign policy failures.  
Zahid Hafeez said Pakistan firmly 
believes that the biggest beneficiary 
of the February 2019 Pulwama at-
tack was the BJP government, as it 
resulted in BJP’s landslide victory in 
Lok Sabha elections following their 
virulent anti-Pakistan electoral cam-
paign. On the other hand, to this day, 
India has failed to provide any cred-
ible evidence of Pakistan’s alleged 
involvement in the Pulwama attack.  
The spokesperson advised the BJP 
government to stop dragging Paki-
stan into India’s domestic politics, 
especially at the time of elections 
in India. Instead of mobilizing the 
electorate through stoking of anti-
Pakistan sentiments, the BJP leader-
ship would be well-advised to win 
voter support by demonstrating ac-
tual performance in meeting the ex-
pectations of the Indian people. VoM

MIRPUR 
Member British Parliament and Shad-
ow Deputy Leader of the House of 
Commons Afzal Khan called on a Azad 
Jammu & Kashmir (AJK) President 
Sardar Masood Khan at the Jammu 
& Kashmir House in the federal capi-
tal on Saturday. Both the leaders dis-
cussed the deteriorating situation in 
Illegally Indian Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK) and also called for 
the implementation of United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions on the 
Kashmir issue guaranteeing the right 
to self-determination of the Kashmiri 
people, AJK President office told me-
dia later Saturday evening. During a 
press briefing following the meeting, 
the president called for the immedi-
ate halt of rapid demographic change 
taking place in IIOJK. He said that after 
taking the unilateral steps on August 5 
last year and introducing the New Do-
micile Rules, the Indian government 
had adopted a policy of land grab and 
lebensraum by introducing the Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir re-
organisation (Adaptation of Central 
Laws) Third Order, 2020. These rules, 
he said, allowed any Indian citizen to 
buy land in the disputed region and 

also allowed the lands acquired by the 
government for industrial or commer-
cial purposes to be disposed of or sold 
to any Indian. The president said that 
the priority, right now, was ceasing the 
rapid population transfer, whereby in a 
matter of a few months, around 2 mil-
lion non-State Hindus from all over In-
dia had been granted domiciles of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. He said that at this 
pace, the Muslim majority of Jammu 
Kashmir would be made a minority in 
the next 2-3 years. President Masood 
Khan said that Kashmir was going 
through the darkest period of its his-
tory. He said that Kashmiris were be-
ing killed, maimed, blinded and incar-
cerated under draconian laws like the 
Public Safety Act. “There is no politi-
cal representation of the Kashmiris as 
the true leadership is jailed. The non-
Kashmiri Lieutenant Governor and the 
Chief Secretary are directly executing 
decisions issued from Delhi”, he said. 
Masood Khan thanked the members 
of the All-Party Parliamentary Group 
on Kashmir belonging to various Brit-
ish political parties for raising aware-
ness on Kashmir and issuing a report 
on Kashmir. He said that British MPs, 
especially from the Labour Party had 

helped raise the Kashmir issue by 
holding debates, both in the House 
of Commons and House of Lords. The 
president said that the British Govern-
ment and the FCO continued to give 
benign statements and distances it-
self from the dispute by terming it as 
a bilateral issue between Pakistan and 
India. He said that British MPs, the 
diaspora community and the British 
civil society had to engage the Brit-
ish government and the FCO to take 
up the Kashmir dispute in the UNSC. 
MP Afzal Khan said that the violations 
taking place in IIOJK was at a massive 
level, the examples of which we had 
not seen in recent decades. He said 
that the UK had a historical key role 
in resolving the Kashmir dispute. He 
also acknowledged the role of the di-
aspora community in raising the Kash-
mir issue and said that political parties 
along with the British citizenry would 
strive to further strengthen advocacy 
on Kashmir in the UK. Afzal Khan said 
that even after exiting the European 
Parliament, the former British MEPs 
would continue to use their contacts 
and continue to engage other MEPs in 
helping keep the Kashmir issue alive in 
the European Parliament. VoM

AJK President calls for immediate end to rapid 
demographic transfer in IIOJK

President AJK Sardar Masood says Indian aggressive posture against AJK, Pakistan cannot be overlooked
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UN chief ‘saddened’ by loss of life, damage in quake-hit 
Turkey; Fai mourns victims

US presidential election enters final 
stretch with Trump lagging behind Biden

Qureshi phones Turkish FM; offers relief teams and 
field hospital for quake-hit people
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Balochistan

Kashmir shuts down to 
protest India’s new land 

laws
SRINAGAR

Shops and businesses were shut in several parts 
of Indian-controlled Kashmir on Saturday as 
separatists challenging Indian rule called for a 
general strike to denounce new laws that allow 
any Indians to buy land in the disputed region. 
Government forces in riot gear patrolled streets 
in Kashmir’s main city of Srinagar in anticipa-
tion of anti-India protests. Public transport also 
stayed off the roads. Kashmir’s main separatist 
grouping called the strike to protest new land 
laws that India enacted on Monday, allowing any 
of its nationals to buy or its military to directly 
acquire land in the region. Pro-India politicians 
in Kashmir have also criticized the laws and ac-
cused India of putting the region’s land up for 
sale. The new legislation ended or modified most 
laws that governed local land rights. It also abol-
ished 1950s land reform laws that redistributed 
large patches of land to landless farmers. The 
move has exacerbated concerns of Kashmiris 
and rights groups who see such measures as a 
settler-colonial project to change the Muslim-
majority region’s demography. They are likening 
the new arrangement to the West Bank or Tibet, 
with settlers living in guarded compounds among 
disenfranchised locals. They say the changes will 
reduce the region to a colony. Until last year, In-
dians were not allowed to buy property in the 
region. But in August 2019, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s government scrapped Kashmir’s 
special status, annulled its separate constitu-
tion, split the region into two federal territories 
— Ladakh and Jammu-Kashmir — and removed 
inherited protections on land and jobs. The move 
triggered widespread anger and economic ruin 
amid a harsh security clampdown and commu-
nications blackout. Since then, India has brought 
in a slew of changes through new laws. They are 
often drafted by bureaucrats without any demo-
cratic bearings and much to the resentment and 
anger of the region’s people, many of whom want 
independence from India or unification with 
Pakistan. Kashmir is divided between India and 
Pakistan, but both countries claim the region in 
its entirety. Rebels have been fighting against 
Indian rule since 1989. The new laws, part of a 
series of hard-line Hindu nationalist policies by 
Modi, also authorize the Indian army to declare 
any area as “strategic” for operational, residential 
and training purposes against Kashmiri rebels. 
The Indian government said the decision was 
made to encourage development and peace. “I 
want to say this forcefully and with full respon-
sibility that agricultural land has been kept re-
served for farmers,” Lt. Guv. Manoj Sinha, New 
Delhi’s top administrator in Kashmir, said recent-
ly. “No outsider will come on those lands.” VoM




