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It is incorrect and unwise to im-
agine that some day all producer 
countries will be able to export 

their surplus oil, and Iran will not 
be able to export its oil.

Prsident of Iran

Hassan Rouhani

Nuclear security risks intensified 
under Trump, IAEA chief says

UN envoy for Afghanistan urges for violence de-
escalation for viable peace process 

The Asian Telegraph

Yemeni Ambassador 
Lauds COMSTECH 
Services to the OIC 

Member States
Islamabad

H.E. Mr. Mohammed Motahar Al Ashabi, Am-
bassador of the Republic of Yemen in Pakistan 
paid a visit to COMSTECH on December 18. He 
met with Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Coordi-
nator General, COMSTECH and discussed pro-
grammes and new initiatives of COMSTECH. 
The Coordinator General gave him a detailed 
briefing on COMSTECH achievements and cur-
rent programmes and future plans. Prof. Iqbal 
also shared with him the contribution of COM-
STECH programmes made to Yemen. Coordina-
tor General informed him about the new initia-
tive of COMSTECH Consortium of Excellence 
comprise of leading institutions of Pakistan 
and OIC countries and invited Yemeni stu-
dents to benefit from the research excellence 
through visits. H.E. Mr. Mohammed Motahar 
Al Ashabi lauded COMSTECH efforts, its contri-
bution to the OIC member states for scientific 
and technological uplift and appreciated the 
current programmes and the vision. The dig-
nitaries also explored the avenues of bilateral 
joint initiatives for the development of socio-
economic conditions in the OIC member states. 
During the meeting the Ambassador of Yemen 
presented the souvenir of honor to Prof. Dr. M. 
Iqbal Choudhary and the Coordinator General 
COMSTECH presented the shield of memento 
to his Excellency. VoM

Oil dips, heads for weekly gain as vaccine rollouts support
Covid-19 relief bill likely 

to continue to fuel bullish 
momentum

Bureau Reporter
LONDON

Oil dipped towards $51 a bar-
rel on Friday though still headed 
for a seventh weekly gain in a 
row as investors focused on the 
rollout of Covid-19 vaccines and 
looked past rising case numbers 
and tighter lockdowns in Europe. 
Pfizer has applied for approval 
in Japan for its vaccine, which is 
being used in the United Kingdom 
and the United States. The US 
Food and Drug Administration is 
also working towards approving 
Moderna’s shot. Brent crude was 
down $0.22, or 0.4%, at $51.28 at 
1118 GMT, near the nine-month 
high of $51.90 hit on Thursday. 
US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude, which also reached 
its highest since March on 
Thursday, fell $0.12, or 0.3%, to 
reach $48.24. “Bullish momentum 
is taking a breather,” said Stephen 
Brennock of oil broker PVM. 
“Looking ahead, oil prices should 

continue to find support from the 
prospect of a Covid relief bill and 
accelerating vaccine rollouts.” US 
lawmakers are trying to agree a 
coronavirus relief package but a 
new potential roadblock emerged 
as some Senate Republicans in-
sisted on language ensuring that 
expiring Federal Reserve lending 
programmes cannot be revived. 
While the vaccines offer hope, 
surging case numbers in major 
economies and new movement 
restrictions in Europe are im-
pacting the immediate prospects 
for oil demand. The number of US 

cases rose by at least 239,018 on 
Thursday. Oil gained support this 
week from weekly US supply data 
showing crude inventories fell by 
3.1 million barrels, more than the 
drop analysts had expected. The 
Organisation of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries and allies, 
known as OPEC+, are support-
ing market prices by slowing 
the pace of a planned increase in 
supplies next year. OPEC+ plans 
to add 500,000 barrels per day of 
supply in January and will meet 
in early January to decide on next 
steps. Reuters

Trump’s unilateral with-
drawal from the interna-
tional nuclear agreement 

with Tehran had intensified 
the danger

 UNITED NATIONS
The head of the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) has said that the world has 
become a more dangerous place partly due 
to President Donald Trump’s policies, and 
he urged President-elect Joe Biden to return 
to nuclear negotiations with Iran. In an in-
terview with CBS television network, IAEA 
Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi said 
that Trump’s unilateral withdrawal from the 
international nuclear agreement with Tehran 
had intensified the danger. “Iran is moving on 
with its nuclear programme. As you know, this 
is not working, or operating in a vacuum. This is 
done in the framework of an agreement, which 
was signed by the P-5 [the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council: US, UK, 
France, Russia, and China plus Germany… back 
in 2015,” Grossi was quoted as saying by CBS 
News. “You remember that the United States 
withdrew from this agreement back in 2018, 
a couple of years ago, and then from that mo-
ment on, Iran, as a reply, as a response to this, 
decided to gradually start diminishing its com-

pliance with this agreement,” he added. Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani said Wednesday, 
meanwhile, that while his country is “not ex-
cited” Biden’s ascent to the White House, “we 
are happy to see Trump leave office… because 
he has no commitment even to moral and 
humanitarian principles.” Rouhani expressed 
hope that the incoming administration would 
honour previous U.S. commitments, and in-
sisted that Iran wants “security and stability 
in the entire world, and constructive dialogue 
with the countries willing to choose the path 
of dialogue.” Asked about his message to US 
President-elect Joe Biden, Grossi noted that, “I 
think he has indicated what his intentions are. A 
dialogue with us will be indispensable. Because 
since… the agreement was first signed, and the 
implementation of that agreement happened, 
to now, a lot has changed… The situation on 
the ground has changed. So, the negotiators, 
the policymakers in Washington and elsewhere, 
and in the other capitals including Tehran, will 
have to base themselves on the new situation 
on the ground.” The IAEA chief also told CBS 
News that his agency was helping more than 
130 countries test their citizens for coronavi-
rus, offering both capacity for the gold standard 
“real-time PCR” lab testing, which was devel-
oped using nuclear technology, and expertise. 
Grossi said that work could prove vital in help-
ing to prevent the next pandemic. APP

In overt ceasefire violation, 
Indian Army targets UN 

vehicle
Counterinsurgency drive un-
derway, Security forces foil 

major terror bid planned for 
Christmas in Peshawar

ISLAMABAD 
In a brazen violation of ceasefire violation on 
Friday, the Indian Army deliberately targeted 
a United Nations vehicle in Chirikot Sector 
along the Line of Control, the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) said. The vehicle, ac-
cording to ISPR, had two Military Observers 
on board, who were enroute to interact with 
ceasefire violation victims in Chirikot’s Polas 
Village.bThe ISPR said that it is important 
to bear in mind that UN vehicles are clearly 
identifiable from a distance due to their dis-
tinct make, type and clearly visible markings. 
“While the vehicle was damaged, the two UN-
MOs luckily remained unharmed,” the mili-
tary’s media wing said.They were rescued by 
Pakistan Army and safely taken to Rawalkot. 
our militants, including the commander of 
banned terror group Lashkar-e-Islam, were 
taken into custody in a raid at a house in 
tribal area Thursday night. The group was 
reportedly planning a major terror attack in 
Peshawar on December 25, which is Christ-
mas Day and Quaid-i-Azam Day, Geo News 
reported. They were arrested from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s Khyber district. The banned 
outfit’s commander was identified as Zakir 
Afridi.Lashkar-e-Islam is a banned militant 
organisation active in and around KPs’s Khy-
ber. It was founded in 2004 by Mufti Munir 
Shakir. Security forces and the police also 
seized three suicide jackets and six impro-
vised explosive devices. After the arrests, 
eight facilitators were arrested from Bada-
ber village on the identification of the four 
terrorists.All 12 men have been moved to a 
secret location for further investigation. VoM

Pakistan reaffirms commitment to 
further strengthening bilateral relations 

with the UAE
ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi met his 
UAE counterpart, His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, in Abu Dhabi on 17 December 2020. The meeting was 
held in a cordial atmosphere. During the meeting, the Foreign 
Minister underscored the significance accorded by Pakistan to 
its fraternal relations with the UAE - a brotherly country and 
an important regional partner. The two Foreign Ministers re-
viewed all aspects of bilateral relations and exchanged views on 
regional and global issues. Foreign Minister Qureshi elaborated 
the worsening situation in the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir and the precarious security situation in South 
Asia. He also outlined Pakistan’s consistent efforts to support 
peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan. Both Foreign Ministers 
agreed to enhance the existing strong bilateral ties, in particular 
in the areas of economy, trade and investment. Foreign Minister 
Qureshi assured his counterpart of active participation in the 
Expo 2020. He appreciated the UAE’s leadership for its consist-
ent support Pakistan, especially during COVID-19 pandemic. 
Praising the hard work and dedication of Pakistani professionals 
and workers in the UAE, Foreign Minister Qureshi acknowl-
edged their positive contribution towards progress and devel-
opment of the UAE as well as Pakistan. He discussed with his 
counterpart matters pertaining to Pakistani Diaspora’s welfare 
and stressed the need to further strengthen people to people 
linkages between the two brotherly countries. Foreign Minister 

expressed his sincere appreciation for the warm welcome and 
hospitality extended to him and his delegation during the visit. 
He cordially extended an invitation to H.H Sheikh Abdullah Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, to visit Pakistan on mutually convenient dates 
in near future which he graciously accepted.Foreign Minister 
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi called on His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 
and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates, and Ruler 
of the Emirate of Dubai, in Dubai today. The Foreign Minister 
conveyed warm regards of Prime Minister Imran Khan to HH 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid. The Prime Minister of the UAE 
warmly reciprocated the sentiments. Foreign Minister Qureshi 
exchanged views with the Prime Minister on a range of issues 
of mutual interest. He discussed ways to further strengthen co-
operation between the two brotherly countries, possibilities of 
enhancing bilateral trade relations and promoting investment, 
in particular in the field of agriculture. The Foreign Minister 
also discussed matters pertaining to the welfare of Pakistani 
Diaspora in the UAE. VoM

Pak-UAE agrees to further deepen the 
cordiality of bilateral ties

Regional cooperation is criti-
cal to peace in Afghanistan

UNITED NATIONS
The United Nations envoy for 

Afghanistan has urged all countries 
to continue pressuring the parties 
to the conflict for reducing violence 
in the war-torn country so that the 
peace process could move forward. 
“Regrettably, the unrelenting violence 
remains a serious obstacle to peace 
and a threat to the region,” Deborah 
Lyons, UN Secretary-General’s Special 
Representative for Afghanistan, told the 
Security Council on Thursday. “I ask all 
countries to continue to pressure the 
parties to the conflict to bring about 
a sustained reduction in violence and 
expect that this will be a top priority in 
the negotiations,” she added. Ms Lyons 
spoke of the “profound shift” brought 
about by developments during 2020, 
which include an agreement between 
the United States and the Taliban, the 
start of intra-Afghan peace negotiations, 
and a major donor conference. “By all 
accounts this was a big year. But a big-
ger year lies ahead”, she said. “Clearly 

Afghanistan will continue to move for-
ward in this New Year, but equally will 
continue to need the dedicated sup-
port of this Council.” Ms. Lyons, who 
also heads the UN Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan (UNAMA), described 
2020 as “one of the most momentous 
years that Afghans have endured”. Some 
three months of uninterrupted talks be-
tween the Government and the Taliban 
have yielded “incremental but genuine 
progress”, she said, though this week 
the parties agreed a three-week recess. 
The international community also re-
affirmed its financial support for the 
country during a donor conference in 
Geneva last month. Countries pledged 
more than $3 billion annually over 
the next four years, though sustained 
funding will require improvements in 
areas such as peace, governance, the 

rule of law, anti-corruption and wom-
en’s rights. However, the “unrelenting 
violence” in Afghanistan continues 
to put lasting peace at risk, Ms Lyons 
said. Preliminary statistics reveal a rise 
in civilian casualties from improvised 
explosive devices, assaults on schools, 
rocket attacks, and targeted killings by 
anti-government groups. “It is no sur-
prise then that the Global Peace Index 
for 2020 ranked Afghanistan as the 
least peaceful country in the world for 
the second year in row”, she said. “Such 
a ranking illustrates the psychological 
impact of the violence.” Afghanistan is 
also among the most dangerous places 
in the world to be a journalist, with six 
reporters losing their lives in 2020, she 
added. Eleven human rights defenders 
also were killed this year, while many 
others were injured or threatened. Ms. 
Lyons expects violence will be a top 
priority when the peace talks resume 
in early January.  “The ongoing security 
transition, coupled with the emerging 
reality of international troop withdraw-
als, have obviously added to the anxie-
ties felt by the Afghan population”, she 
said. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan Friday said 
the Intra-Afghan Negotiations provide 
a historic opportunity to the Afghan 
leaders for achieving durable peace 
and stability through an Afghan-led 
and Afghan-owned peace process. He 
was talking to a delegation of Taliban 
Political Commission (TPC), headed 
by Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, who 
called on him here at the PM House. 
“The discussions focused on the prog-
ress in the Afghan peace process and 
the way forward,” a statement from the 
media office of the Prime Minister said. 
Reiterating that there was no military 
solution to the conflict in Afghanistan, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan expressed 
hope that the Afghan parties would 
continue to build on the recent posi-
tive developments in the Intra-Afghan 
Negotiations. The Prime Minister un-
derscored Pakistan’s consistent sup-
port to an inclusive, broad-based and 
comprehensive political settlement. He 
also underlined the need to be vigilant 

about the role of spoilers, who con-
tinue to make attempts to disrupt and 
derail the peace process. He expressed 
concern over the high level of violence 
and called on all sides for reduction in 
violence leading to ceasefire. He said 
return of peace and stability in Afghan-
istan would provide a strong impetus 
to economic development, regional in-
tegration, and connectivity, benefitting 
Afghanistan and the region. The TPC 
delegation’s visit was part of Pakistan’s 
serious efforts to facilitate Afghan 
peace process to achieve a peaceful, 
stable, united, independent, sovereign 
and prosperous Afghanistan. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan launched Sehat 
Sahulat Program for Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir at a ceremony in Islamabad 
today (Friday). Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said this program will provide 
health insurance to 1.2 million fami-
lies in the territory and they can get 
medical treatment from three hundred 
and fifty health facilities across Paki-

stan. The Prime Minister said the PTI 
government had started this project 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa where the 
process has now been started to ex-
tend the facility to every household. 
In Punjab, six million families have 
been provided with the health cards 
and the provincial government there 
is striving to provide this facility to the 
entire population by the end of next 
year. Imran Khan said the launch of 
this program in Azad Kashmir will also 
send a message across the LOC where 
a fascist and oppressive regime is op-
pressing the rights of people that we 
care for our people. The Prime Minister 
said given the economic constraints, 
launching this universal health cover-
age program was a courageous deci-
sion by the government He said this 
program is in line with the principles 
of State of Madina. The Prime Minister 
reaffirmed the commitment to trans-
form Pakistan into a welfare state as 
per the vision of founding fathers. VoM

PM underscores Intra-Afghan negotiations a vital 
opportunity for perpetual peace  

PM launches Sehat Sahulat Program for AJK to uplift healthcare facilities 

China expresses 
gratitude towards Pak, 
for providing support 

for Chang’e-5 lunar 
mission

China is willing to work with other 
countries in the world to carry forward 

the spirit of chasing dreams
BEIJING

China on Thursday thanked Pakistan and other 
relevant countries and international organizations 
including European Space Agency, Argentina and 
Namibia for providing support and assistance 
for Chang’e-5 lunar exploration mission. “The 
Chang’e-5 lunar exploration mission has received 
support and assistance from relevant countries 
and international organizations including the 
European Space Agency, Argentina, Namibia, and 
Pakistan. China expresses its heartfelt thanks to 
them,” Chinese Foreign Ministry’s Spokesperson, 
Wang Wenbin said during his regular briefing 
held here. He informed that in the early hours of 
this morning, Chang’e-5 successfully returned 
to Earth after completing its 23-day space jour-
ney. The mission of the lunar exploration project 
Chang’e-5 was a complete success. “Xi Jinping, 
General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee, 
President of the State, and Chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, sent a congratulatory mes-
sage. We are all deeply inspired and excited,” he 
added. Pakistan. The lake was created in January 
2010 as a result of the Atta-Abad Disaster. Atta-
Abad Lake has become one of the biggest tourist 
attractions in Gilgit-Baltistan offering activities 
like boating, jet skiing, fishing and other recre-
ational activities and with the rise in tourism, an 
increasing number of hotels and guesthouses 
around the lake, as well as a handful of camp-
sites. Atta-Abad Lake is about half an hour east of 
Karimabad, the capital of the Hunza District in the 
Gilgit-Baltistan province of Pakistan (Karimabad, 
incidentally, was named one of the five “Best Tour-
ist Sites” in Pakistan Wang Wenbin said as China’s 
most complex aerospace system project with the 
largest technological span, Chang’e-5 marks a 
major step forward for China’s aerospace. VoM
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Int’l Migrants Day& 
Afghan Refugees

V arious indicators like population ratio, school enrollment, literacy 
rate, access to basic health services, and life expectancy suggests 
disparity between men and women particularly in south Asian re-
gion. However, in the domain of politics, over the last few years we 
have witnessed significant developments in terms of women’s par-
ticipation in Pakistan. Most significantly, the political participation 

of women has increased in legislative bodies.This change in political participation 
can be attributed to a number of factors, such as Pakistan’s legal commitments to 
the international community which include: the Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR), and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). These 
commitments have impacted Pakistan following the 4th World Conference on 
Women in 1995.In addition to this, the 1973 Constitution of Pakistan also played 
a vital role in the political development of women. Furthermore, the Election 
Commission (EC) Order of 2002, the Political Parties Order of 2002, the National 
Assembly and Provincial Assemblies Allocation of Reserved Seats for Women 
and Non-Muslims Rules of 2002, are forces that have contributed to empower-
ing women and ensuring their political participation in the political structure.
Historically, under different political systems, women’s participation and the shares 
of the seats in national and provincial assemblies were different.Before the 2002 
election, the number of women was increased to 17% in both the national and 
provincial assemblies (with 61 out of 342 members in the national assembly being 
women. 

Senate Elections

R ecent news about the government’s announcement of holding 
the Senate elections in February instead of March 2021 and the 
decision to use “open voting” or show of hands for the elections 
is a nascent development in the political arena of Pakistan. 
The news of term completion of more than 65 percent of the 
senators spread like a wildfire and innocent masses then con-

nected the chatter with the resignation campaign of the opposition parties; 
however, the opposition parties, currently on the anti-government campaign 
will not be able to retain their majority in the upper house of parliament. 
In March 2021, majority of senators, more than 65 percent will be after 
completing their six-year constitutional term belong to the opposition par-
ties. The news about holding the elections earlier while through open voting 
is an admirable step by the incumbent government because it will put an 
end to the so called “horse trading” of votes in the upper house. As said by 
the Minister for Information and Broadcasting Shibli Faraz, “Controversies 
have always surrounded the Senate elections. It is such an old practice that 
it is assumed that in the elections, [horse trading] will surely take place”. 
PTI promise to bring about reforms in the electoral process, he said Prime 
Minister Imran Khan had dismissed 20 members of provincial assemblies 
on the issue. He said the Supreme Court had issued a short order regard-
ing free and fair elections, following which the government had introduced 
a bill in the National Assembly. He said that the government mulled over 
getting the bill ratified through several means, either through a constitu-
tional amendment, executive order, or the election commission. However, 
the opposition parties had called the move unconstitutional; whereas the 
Chaudhary opposed the move by saying, that government should take the 
opposition parties on board before such political reforms. On the other hand, 
it is sure that voting through show of hands will increase transparency and 
the invitation from PTI government to the opposition parties for discussing 
the electoral reforms is an even-handed gesture. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Dubai being an Economic Hub

Most people talk; we do things. They 
plan; we achieve. They hesitate; we 
move ahead. We are living proof that 
when human beings have the cour-
age and commitment to transform a 
dream into reality, there is nothing that 

can stop them”, no one else but Sheikh Mohammed bin 
RashidAl Maktoumcould come up with such profundity of 
thoughts with pragmatism. Thirty years ago the UAE was 
one of the least developed countries of the world. Today, 
it has achieved an income level comparable to that of the 
industrialized nations. Travellers flying into Dubai often 
look down and marvel at the man-made islands with the 
luxury villas. These outlandish creations came to symbol-
ise the emirate’s economic boom in the mid-2000sand 
the crisis that followed in 2009, when it needed help to 
pay its debts, many related to property development. But 
once on the ground, travellers see signs of a more sustain-
able prosperity. Dubai has bounced back from the crisis, 
which saw its economy contract by around 2.5% in 2009. 
Dubai long ago used up most of its oil reserves, so the 
government has for years tried to diversify the economy. 
While skyscrapers and palaces grabbed headlines, this 
less glamorous work has slowly paid off: Dubai is now a 
regional hub in several areas. There are several reasons 

behind this but one of the most promising reason and 
cause of this economic growth is the leadership quali-
ties and vision of H. H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai.All development and growth  
become applicable only because of the conducive envi-
ronment for things to happen in the right and positive 
direction. Sheikh mohammad bin Rashid’s initiatives are 
not limited to few particular things but can be seen in all 
the fields including education, health, housing, charity, 
entrepreneurship and many others. When it comes to 
education His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum launched a program to provide a free edu-
cational platform for 50 million students around the 
Arab world. Through this initiative, scientists, research-
ers and professionals across the Arab world are welcome 
to contribute to Mohammed bin Rashid Arabic eLearning 
Project by translating 5,000 videos - 1,000 of video edit-
ing- and 11 million words of math and science material 
into Arabic in one year to be available online to students 
for free. In 2018 a five-year health strategy has been 
launched to streamline the health sector in Dubai. The 
strategy, aiming to revamp the health sector, features four 
main approaches, six objectives, 15 programmes and 93 
initiatives, to achieve the leap required over the next five 
years. The four approaches include health and lifestyle, 
excellence in providing service, smart health care, and 
governance. He also launched UAE Strategy for the fu-
ture encompasses several areas. It includes, the future of 
capital and the youth; the future of technology and smart 
software; the future of sustainability, environment, and 
climate change; the future of infrastructure and trans-
portation; the future of healthcare; the future of educa-
tion; the future of sustainable development; the future of 
happiness and positivity; the future of energy; the future 

of the economy and commercial security; the future of 
financial resources; the future of the government and gov-
ernment services; the future of international relations and 
politics; the future of food and water security; and the 
future of electronic security. The strategy also looks out 
to the world – it has outlines in it about making the UAE 
a global destination for sustainability and the future.Over 
the last three decades Dubai has managed to become one 
of the global hubs for travel and tourism. Today, Dubai 
developed to one of the top destinations for global trav-
ellers and has become a centre of attraction for leisure 
and business visitors offering guests with a multifaceted 
destination combining beaches, desert, luxury hotels, 
shopping, entertainment and a thriving business centre. 
The city is in a unique situation where in a city with a 
population base of only 2.3 million receives seven times 
as many tourists annually.Going forward, Dubai will still 
keep adding hotel supply to its existing portfolio. Covid 
19 has affected several sectors but by emulating the post 
covid strategies can help countries to further streamline 
things in right and positive direction.

Gal Gadot and Patty Jenkins on ‘Wonder Woman 1984’
LONDON

Superhero movies are a bloody business. In the 
dozens that have been released this century, the 
one constant seems to be the body count. Heroes 
die saving the day. Villains die trying to take over 
the world. Worst of all, innocent bystanders die, 
too, often by the hundreds, trapped in the mid-
dle of a struggle they have no part in. “Wonder 
Woman 1984” may be the first to break that 
trend. “Nobody dies. No one dies in the whole 
movie,” director Patty Jenkins says of her just-
released feature. “It’s so exciting to not kill peo-
ple. That’s my message.”For the Wonder Woman 
that Jenkins and star Gal Gadot have crafted, it’s 
not enough for her to help others, she wants to 
inspire others to become better too — even the 
worst of us.“I love a lot of superhero movies, but 
the old model of good guy versus bad guy is so 
outdated,” says Jenkins. “There’s no Nazi group 
that is the clear bad guy. It’s us. We’re the ones 
causing the problems. People with forgivable 
weaknesses are the people doing terrible things. 
So how do we inspire people to find the super-
hero inside of them and be good people? That is 
what Wonder Woman stands for. At the end of the 
day, she’s about love.”It took some work to get the 
character here, however. It’s her fourth on-screen 
appearance after “Batman v Superman: Dawn of 
Justice” (2016), “Wonder Woman” (2017) and 
“Justice League” (2017). Gadot has had to slowly 
shed the war-like aspects that other filmmakers 
had built into the character to become the love 
warrior she is in Jenkins’ stand-alone sequel. “We 
got rid of the sword and the shield because we 

felt that they were just too aggressive. Wonder 
Woman is not for the killer, she’s a peace seeker. 
We really made a point about the sacredness of 
life,” Gadot .Doing an action film without death 
was no easy task. In one high speed chase set 
on a highway in Egypt, Wonder Woman is in hot 
pursuit of the movie’s antagonist as his security 
shoots at her. Gadot points out that while she does 
rip the steering wheel out of the car, she makes 

sure to tell everyone inside that the brakes are 
still working so they can come to a safe stop be-
fore moving on to her target. “I understand the 
DNA of the character better and better every time 
I shoot a movie of hers. I’m always looking for 
more ways to evolve and push her to new limits, 
or heights or experiences. (In this film), we just 
didn’t want people to be killed. It happens too 
many times (in other movies),” Gadot continues.

The ‘Great’ Conjunction of Jupiter 
and Saturn

CALIFORNIA
Skywatchers are in for an end-of-year 

treat. What has become known popularly 
as the “Christmas Star” is an especially vi-
brant planetary conjunction easily visible 
in the evening sky over the next two weeks 
as the bright planets Jupiter and Saturn 
come together, culminating on the night of 
Dec. 21.In 1610, Italian astronomer Galileo 
Galilei pointed his telescope to the night 
sky, discovering the four moons of Jupiter – 
Io, Europa, Ganymede, and Callisto. In that 
same year, Galileo also discovered a strange 
oval surrounding Saturn, which later obser-
vations determined to be its rings. These dis-
coveries changed how people understood 
the far reaches of our solar system.Thirteen 
years later, in 1623, the solar system’s two 
giant planets, Jupiter and Saturn, traveled 
together across the sky. Jupiter caught up to 
and passed Saturn, in an astronomical event 
known as a “Great Conjunction.”  “You can 
imagine the solar system to be a racetrack, 
with each of the planets as a runner in their 
own lane and the Earth toward the center of 
the stadium,” said Henry Throop, astrono-
mer in the Planetary Science Division at 
NASA Headquarters in Washington. “From 
our vantage point, we’ll be able to be to 
see Jupiter on the inside lane, approaching 

Saturn all month and finally overtaking it 
on December 21.”The planets regularly ap-
pear to pass each other in the solar system, 
with the positions of Jupiter and Saturn 
being aligned in the sky about once every 
20 years.What makes this year’s spectacle so 
rare, then? It’s been nearly 400 years since 
the planets passed this close to each other 
in the sky, and nearly 800 years since the 
alignment of Saturn and Jupiter occurred 
at night, as it will for 2020, allowing nearly 
everyone around the world to witness this 
“great conjunction.”The closest alignment 
will appear just a tenth of a degree apart 
and last for a few days. On the 21st, they 
will appear so close that a pinkie finger at 
arm’s length will easily cover both planets 
in the sky. The planets will be easy to see 
with the unaided eye by looking toward the 
southwest just after sunset.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

On behalf of the German Federal President, 
German Ambassador to Pakistan Bernhard 
Schlagheck awarded Dr. Chris Schmotzer, 
medical doctor and director of the Leprosy 
Hospital in Rawalpindi, with the Order of 
Merit yesterday in a ceremony held at the 
German Embassy Islamabad. The honour 
is the highest tribute the Federal Republic 
of Germany can pay to individuals for 
outstanding services. From the Pakistani 
government, Minister of Health, Dr. Faisal 
Sultan, attended the ceremony and com-
mended the work of Dr. Schmotzer and her 
team.Dr. Chris Schmotzer was bestowed the 
Cross of Merit for her tireless service to 
humanity. As director of the Rawalpindi 
Leprosy Hospital, she has been serving 
the Pakistani people for 33 years now, of-
fering treatment to patients with leprosy, 
tuberculosis, eye and skin diseases as well 
as rehabilitation measures. Being mem-

ber of the German Protestant Sisterhood 
of Christ-Bearers, the “German sister”  as 
she is called by her Pakistani patients de-
cided to come to Pakistan shortly after 
finishing her medicine studies in 1988. 
Since then, she has contributed to fight 
leprosy and tuberculosis in Pakistan. She 
also closely collaborated with Dr. Ruth 
Pfau and the Marie Adelaide Leprosy 
Centre in Karachi.During the awarding 
ceremony, German Ambassador Bernhard 
Schlagheck underlined:“Dr. Chris Schmotzer 
is a role model of true philanthropy! Thirty-
three years ago, as a young woman, she de-
cided to devote her life to the service of 
humanity. In Rawalpindi and beyond, she is 
widely known and respected as a compas-
sionate and devoted medical doctor who 
always gives priority to the treatment of 
sick and needy people. As a token of ap-
preciation of the German Federal President 
for her tireless work, I gladly hand over the 
Cross of Merit to Dr. Chris Schmotzer.”

“German sister” Dr. Chris Schmotzer from the Leprosy Hospital Rawalpindi awarded the German Order of Merit

December-19-1917

Four teams of the National Hockey 
League (NHL) play in the fledg-
ling league’s first two games. At 
the time of its inception, the NHL 
was made up of five franchises: the 
Canadiens and the Wanderers (both 

of Montreal), the Ottawa Senators, the Quebec 
Bulldogs and the Toronto Arenas (known at the 
time as the Toronto Hockey Club). The Montreal 
teams won two victories that first day, as the 
Canadiens beat Ottawa 7-4 and the Wanderers 
triumphed over Toronto 10-9.The first profes-
sional ice hockey league was the International 
Pro Hockey League, founded in 1904 in Michigan. 
After it folded, two bigger leagues emerged in 
Canada: the National Hockey Association (NHA) 
and the Pacific Coast League (PCL). In 1914, the 
two leagues played a championship series, and 
the winner was awarded the famous silver bowl 
donated for Canada’s amateur hockey leagues 
by Lord Stanley, the English governor general 
of Canada, in 1892. The NHA stopped operating 
during World War I, and after the war the five 
elite teams from Canada formed the NHL in its 
place. Despite that early defeat, Toronto went 
on to win the inaugural season. In March 1918, 

they defeated the PCL champions, the Vancouver 
Millionaires, three games to two for the Stanley 
Cup.y 1926, the PCL had folded, and the 10 
teams of the NHL divided into two divisions. 

The champions of each those two divisions–
the Eastern and the Western Conference–now 
face each other at the end of each season in the 
Stanley Cup Championship.

National Hockey League (NHL) opens its first season

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange int’l 
Magazine and Secretary Information Center of 
Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR)
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Taylor Hanson is dad 
of seven

NEWYORK
The Hanson star’s wife Natalie gave birth 
to the couple’s latest baby, a girl named 
Maybellene Alma Joy, earlier this month.“Meet 
our baby girl Maybellene Alma Joy, born Dec 
7th 2020. 7 is a beautiful number,” Taylor an-
nounced on Instagram on Thursday, along-
side a picture of him holding the newborn.
The little girl joins six older siblings, whose 
ages range from 18 years to 23 months.
Shortly after sharing the happy news, Taylor 
posted a video of himself performing a song 
entitled Sound Like Joy which he dedicated to 
his new baby. The performance was filmed at 
the Vernon A.M.E Church in Oklahoma, which 
is currently fundraising for a restoration 
project, and the 37-year-old musician urged 
people to donate to help protect the historic 
building.Taylor shared Maybellene’s full name 
and her birthdate at the end of the clip.The 
music star’s wife Natalie recently revealed 
the pair took their time before deciding on 
a name for their latest addition to the fam-
ily, explaining that she is drawn to unusual 
names or monikers that haven’t been used 
for a long time.“I like to find gems that are 
still undiscovered enough to make people 
squirm just a little when they first hear it, 
but in time sound completely obvious,” she 
told People.VoM

Princess Eugenie tributes  
her mother’s charity work

NEW YORK
Princess Eugenie was overcome with emotion as 
she paid tribute to her mother Sarah, Duchess of 
York, in a video call marking the 30th anniversary 
of the Teenage Cancer Trust.Eugenie, who is preg-
nant with her first child, joined her sister Princess 
Beatrice in heralding the duchess for inspiring 
them to become involved with the charity.The trio, 
who are all honorary patrons of the organisation, 
held the virtual chat with representatives from the 
Trust and Jane Sutton, the mother of the late fund-
raising hero Stephen Sutton.The duchess has been 
involved with the charity for three decades and 
opened its first special hospital unit for young peo-
ple in 1990.Eugenie was almost moved to tears 
as she told her mother: “We’re very honoured to 
be here, but we wouldn’t be here unless you had 
educated us in how we give back to people.”As the 
princess’s eyes welled up, she waved her hand in 
front of the camera, and laughed as she told an 
emotional-looking Sarah: “I’m going to cry. Stop 
it.” She recalled how the duchess had taken both 
her and Beatrice to Teenage Cancer Trust units 
on their 18th birthdays to show them the work 
of the charity.VoM

Warrant out for Sean 
Kingston’s arrest

DUBAI
Sean Kingston is in big trouble - a warrant is 
out for his arrest over an alleged unpaid jewel-
lery bill.The Beautiful Girls hitmaker has been 
charged with grand theft after failing to pay 
for gems delivered to him, according to court 
records obtained by TMZ.Law enforcement 
sources have told the publication that police of-
ficers aren’t planning to actively track down the 
Fire Burning hitmaker over the warrant but it’s 
been filed on their system. According to the com-
plaint, bail has been set at $45,000 (£33,000) 
and Kingston, 30, could face up to three years 
behind bars if convicted.This is not the singer’s 
first legal run-in over his jewellery purchases - he 
has been sued several times for allegedly receiv-
ing bling and not paying.He has yet to comment 
directly about the latest drama but he seemed 
unfazed by it in several posts on his Instagram 
Stories. He flaunted his wealth by showing off 
his mansion and swimming pool, an expensive 
luxury watch, a diamond-encrusted necklace, 
and a Maybach car parked in his driveway.VoM

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD 

New Zealand’s batsman Tim Seifert and 
fast-bowler Jacob Duffy, who was mak-
ing his debut, starred in their respective 
roles as the Kiwis defeated Pakistan in 
the first Twenty20 International (T20I) 
at Eden Park in Auckland by five wickets.
Chasing a 154-run target against a re-
surgent Pakistan, which had climbed 
out of a troubling score-line of 20 for 
the loss of four wickets to set the even-
tual target, the Kiwi batsmen lost two 
quick wickets in the initial overs.Opener 
Martin Guptill was the first to depart, 
courtesy of an incredible catch by skip-
per Shadab Khan off the bowling of 
fast-bowler Shaheen Afridi, after scor-
ing six runs off 10 balls. Batsman Devon 
Conway (5) fell next, caught and bowled 
by fast-bowler Haris Rauf, to reduce 
New Zealand to 21 for two in 3.3 overs.

Opener Tim Seifert then combined with 
batsman Glenn Phillips for a productive 44-
run partnership to settle the nerves of the 
Kiwi batting lineup.The fiery Haris Rauf re-
moved Phillips, caught by fielder Khushdil 
Shah, after the batsman had scored a 
helpful 23-run knock off 18 deliveries.

Seifert was then joined by batsman Mark 
Chapman for a 45-run partnership which 
brought the target within touching distance.
Skipper Shadab Khan brought back 
Shaheen Shah in the 14th over as 
Pakistan needed a breakthrough 
to stay competitive in the game. 

Staff Report
LONDON

UK Sport says it will invest £352m 
in British sports for the 2024 
Olympic and Paralympic Games 
in Paris.The funding will be split 
across 43 Olympic and Paralympic 
sports and represents an increase 
on the £345m allocated for the 
Tokyo Games.New additions climb-
ing, skateboarding and surfing have 
all been funded.However, some tra-
ditional sports like athletics, gym-

nastics, rowing and swimming have 
all had budgets cut by up to 10%.
Sailing, canoeing, equestrian and 
modern pentathlon have also seen 
reductions while Badminton has 
seen a significant increase and GB 
wheelchair rugby has had its fund-
ing restored. The sport received £3m 
in total in the run up to Rio 2016 but 
had all funding removed after failing 
to win a medal at the Games.They 
have since claimed two European ti-
tles and climbed to number four in 
the world.Britain won 67 medals at 
Rio 2016 and claimed 64 gold med-
als in the Paralympics.British Rowing 
chief executive Andy Parkinson said 
he was not surprised to see a cut of 
around £2.4m for the sport in “dif-
ficult economic times”.However, his 
counterpart at Pentathlon GB, Sara 
Heath, said she was “disappointed 
& perplexed” by a reduction of just 

over 20%.In a statement, Pentathlon 
GB said it intended to lodge an ap-
peal, with Heath stressing a “lack 
of parity... across the sports receiv-
ing this crucial funding”.On the de-
cision to cut funding for a number 
of sports, UK Sport chief executive 
Sally Munday said: “These are pretty 
tough times in terms of the financial 
envelope that is available to us and 
we have looked across the piece.“We 
wanted to reach more sports than 
we’ve ever been able to before and 
as a result we have had to make some 
pretty tough decisions.“I believe that 
the sports that have been consist-
ently successful will continue to be 
successful with the funding that they 
have received.”An additional new fund 
worth £3m will also be open to ap-
plications from other sports such as 
breaking, which is set to feature at the 
Olympics in Paris for the first time.

Benchmark index decreases 0.06% 
to settle at 43,740.56

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The stock market on Friday lost ground as 
there were more sellers than buyers and posi-
tive momentum petered out under the weight 
of uncertainties triggered by rising coronavi-
rus cases coupled with India-Pakistan ten-
sions.Uncertainty in international oil markets, 
in the wake of demand issues, took a toll on 
Pakistan’s bourse and triggered sell-off in in-
dex-heavy sectors.Moreover, the news of India 
planning to launch a “surgical strike” against 
Pakistan, revealed by Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi during a press conference 
in Abu Dhabi, impacted the investment cli-
mate.Following a brief open in the positive, the 
bourse turned bearish and investors resorted 
to divesting their holdings. The KSE-100 index 
staged a modest recovery during the second 
session with market participants acting to 
erase the losses.Nevertheless, the index suc-
cumbed to selling pressure and failed to con-
tinue the positive momentum. The index edged 
down nearly 30 points after recouping most 
of the midday losses.At close, the benchmark 
KSE-100 index recorded a decrease of 26.13 
points, or 0.06%, to settle at 43,740.56 points.

Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated that 
the market traded in a range of 300 points, 
touching intraday high and low of 188 points 
and 128 points respectively. “The index, 
however, virtually touched the 44,000 level 
during intraday trading.”Investors were per-
turbed about the upcoming short rollover 
week, which brought selling pressure, it said. 
“Moreover, investors had to face a fresh threat 
as highlighted by the foreign minister during 
a press conference, relayed in the last hour of 
trading.”The report added that the investors, 
in general, resorted to profit-booking rather 
than carrying positions over the weekend. Key 
stocks of banks, exploration and production, 
oil and gas marketing companies helped the 
index stay afloat.Towards the end, the index 
recorded brisk activity in the steel sector that 
improved price performance of underlying 
stocks.Sectors contributing to the perfor-
mance included oil and gas marketing com-
panies (+21 points), auto (+14 points), banks 
(+14 points), fertiliser (-42 points) and cement 
(-26 points).Individually, stocks that contrib-
uted positively to the index included Pakistan 
State Oil (+28 points), Thal Limited (+15 
points), Azgard Nine (+14 points), HBL (+10 
points) and NBP (+9 points).Stocks that con-
tributed negatively were Engro Corporation 

(-34 points), Pakistan Petroleum (-11 points), 
Hubco (-10 points), Kohinoor Textile Mills (-7 
points) and Kohat Cement (-7 points).Overall, 
trading volumes fell to 482.6 million shares 
compared with Thursday’s tally of 497.6 mil-
lion. The value of shares traded during the day 
was Rs23.7 billion.Shares of 405 companies 
were traded. At the end of the day, 187 stocks 
closed higher, 200 declined and 18 remained 
unchanged. Pakistan Refinery was the vol-
ume leader with 38.1 million shares, losing 
Rs0.94 to close at Rs21.61. It was followed by 
Fauji Foods with 31.5 million shares, gaining 
Rs0.33 to close at Rs17.51 and K-Electric with 
28.6 million shares, gaining Rs0.03 to close at 
Rs3.88.

Bureau Report
SEATTLE

Boeing Co. is hiring up to 160 pilots to be 
embedded at airlines in its latest bid to ensure 
its 737 MAX has a smooth comeback after a 
20-month safety ban, according to a recruit-
ment document seen by Reuters and people 
familiar with the move.The new “Global 
Engagement Pilots” will act as instructors or 
cockpit observers on 35-day assignments at 
an equivalent annual salary that could reach 
$200,000, for a total potential cost of $32 mil-
lion, one of the people said.The unusual hiring 
spree is part of a Boeing campaign to protect 
the re-launch of its redesigned 737 MAX from 
operational glitches and rebuild trust following 
crashes in Indonesia and Ethiopia that killed a 
total of 346 people.The strategy also includes 
24/7 surveillance of 737 MAX flights globally 
and talking points for flight attendants to reas-
sure passengers who express concern.“Duties 
include consulting activities and assist in cus-
tomer support, including flying opportunities,” 
according to a summary seen by Reuters of job 

terms from a contracting firm carrying out the 
recruitment on behalf of Boeing. Pilots must 
have 1,000 hours of instructor experience and 
“no incidents, accidents, losses or violations,” 
and be licensed on the 737 and other Boeing 
jetliners, it said. “We continue to work closely 
with global regulators and customers to safely 
return the 737-8 and 737-9 to service world-
wide,” a Boeing spokeswoman said.Boeing and 
the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
have said the plane is among the world’s saf-
est after improvements to cockpit software and 
pilot training. But a smooth return to service 
is seen as vital for Boeing, which faces costs 
of $20 billion over the grounding.Boeing has 
already drawn up plans for a $1 billion initial 
investment in pilot recruitment, training, and 
developing a flight deck for the next genera-
tion of pilots.But safety experts said its deci-
sion to recruit pilots directly is unusual and 
signals Boeing’s wish to jump-start the return 
to service and normalize the MAX as soon as 
possible. CCL Aviation, based in Isle of Man, UK, 
is hiring the pilots on behalf of Boeing, accord-

ing to the sources and document. The company 
calls itself the world’s largest provider of flight 
training personnel and instructor pilots.CCL 
Aviation could not immediately be reached for 
comment.Extra pilots are just one way Boeing 
is keeping close tabs on the 737 MAX’s rollout.
Boeing has also set up a 24/7 war room at its 
Seal Beach, California facility where staff using 
massive LCD screens will handle “real-time 
fleet monitoring” for “rapid issue resolution” 
if emergencies arise, sources briefed on the 
plan told Reuters. 

Boeing hires pilots for relaunch of 737 MAX

Huawei to build 
200-mln-euro manu-
facturing plant in NE 

France
Bureaau Report

PARIS
Huawei has chosen the Business 

Park in the city of Brumath in 
France’s northeast Grand-Est 
region as the venue for its first 
manufacturing plant in Europe, 
the global telecom leader and the 
local authorities of the French re-
gion announced in a joint state-
ment released on Thursday.The 
plant, with an investment of 200 
million euros (245 million U.S. 
dollars), will create initially 300 
jobs and 500 jobs in the long 
term. It aims to produce one bil-
lion euros worth of mobile net-
work technology solutions for 
Huawei’s European customers 
per year, said the statement.“With 
this factory built at the cross-
roads of Europe, Huawei will en-
rich its already rich presence on 
the continent with 23 research 
and development centers, more 
than 100 partner universities, 
more than 3,100 suppliers and 
an efficient supply chain,” it said. 
Brumath, situated 17 km north 
of Strasbourg, is a commune in 
the Bas-Rhin Department in the 
Grand-Est region near the border 
with Germany.Huawei announced 
in 2019 its intention to build its 
first European manufacturing 
plant in France. Europe, which 
is the company’s largest over-
seas market, is seen by company 
founder Ren Zhengfei as the en-
terprise’s second home.

Bureau Report
New York

Times Square hasn’t lost its cachet with foreign 
investors.TSX Broadway, a $2.5 billion mixed-
use project in the heart of Manhattan, has at-
tracted more than $100 million in the past week 
from foreign investors who back real estate de-
velopments in return for US visas, according to a 
person familiar with the matter.The new capital 
comes after developers of the project at 1568 
Broadway - which includes retail space, a hotel 
and an elevated stage for live events - modi-
fied their loan documents with senior lender 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. to allow for an ad-
ditional $250 million in EB-5 loans.“The project 
continues to elicit excitement from investors 
and we are pleased to have the flexibility to raise 
additional capital and develop an even more dy-
namic and valuable property for all of our stake-
holders,” David Orowitz, managing director at 
L&L Holding Co., one of the lead partners in the 
TSX project, said. Commercial property invest-
ment has plummeted in Manhattan, with retail 
properties, offices and hotels battered by social 
distancing measures. Times Square in particular 
has taken a major hit from a pandemic that has 
curtailed travel, keeping the flood of tourists and 

office workers who typicality swamp the area 
at home.TSX is at least two years from being 
completed. L&L Holding Co., along with partner 
Fortress Investment Group, are touting the pro-
ject as the “future of Times Square” with more 
than 600 hotel rooms and the only permanent 
outdoor stage in the area. Goldman Sachs is a 
senior lender for TSX, providing a $1.1 billion 
construction loan in 2018. US Immigration Fund, 

which bundles EB-5 money from foreign inves-
tors, had already provided a mezzanine loan of 
$494 million two years ago for the project.The 
programme helps foreign investors win access 
to visas in exchange for backing job-creating 
projects. It was a sleepy programme until the 
financial crisis, when developers looked over-
seas as traditional sources of domestic capital 
dried up.

New York’s Times Square is still a fave with foreign 

Bureau Report
CANBERRA

Liverpool top the Premier League table but the defending 
champions -- like all of the traditional big guns -- are finding 
it tough to pull away from an eager pack of contenders.The 
stumbles of the “Big Six” have allowed a clutch of unfashion-
able clubs to dream of overthrowing the established order 
as Leicester did so dramatically in the 2015/2016 season.
AFP Sport looks at three of the teams who might be eyeing a 
fairytale end to the 2020/21 campaign, with a third of the sea-
son gone.Saints go marching on?Southampton manager Ralph 
Hasenhuttl, dubbed the “Alpine Klopp” after Liverpool’s man-
ager Jurgen Klopp, looked more suited to the foothills than 
the peaks when his side were embarrassed 9-0 by Leicester 
last year.But they are now third in the table, just four points 
off the top, ahead of Saturday’s match at home against a 
Manchester City side who have yet to find their rhythm this 
season.Southampton, playing with style and confidence, will 
feel they can get the better of City and keep themselves on 
the shoulders of Liverpool after losing just one of their past 
11 matches in the Premier League.Hasenhuttl’s side failed 
to capitalise against 10-man Arsenal on Wednesday, set-
tling for a point in a 1-1 draw after taking the lead but he 
was sanguine about the result.“Unbeaten again, this is the 
most important thing and now we step up again,” said the 
Austrian. “We are still 10 points above Arsenal. This explains 
everything.” Everton fans have waited even longer than their 
city rivals Liverpool did to win the English top-flight -- the 
last time they were champions was during their golden era 
under Howard Kendall in 1987.The Merseysiders started the 
season in style with four straight league wins before losing 
momentum.However, Wednesday’s impressive 2-0 win away 
at Leicester, which followed their victory over Chelsea, lifted 
them to within five points of Liverpool -- and put them in good 
heart to host out-of-form Arsenal on Saturday.

KSE-100 drops 26 points on selling pressure

UK Sport will invest £352m in British sports for 2024 Olympics

Premier League pretenders 
seek to prove title credentials

Seifert, Duffy star as New Zealand down Pakistan in first T20I
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Bureau Report
NEW YORK/LONDON 

Global equity benchmarks struggled for 
direction while oil prices rallied near nine-
month highs Friday as investors weighed 
hopes for a U.S. coronavirus relief pack-
age against moves by the U.S. government 
to add dozens of Chinese companies to a 
trade blacklist. The Democratic-controlled 
House of Representatives continues to ne-
gotiate with the Republican-led Senate on 
a $900 billion piece of legislation to sup-
port the economy during a pandemic that 
has killed nearly 309,000 Americans. “It 
does feel like we have a particularly light 
schedule in terms of events with mar-
kets in the U.S. going to be focused on the 
ongoing negotiations to see if we can get 
things over the line,” said Ned Rumpeltin, 
European head of currency strategy at TD 
Securities. Asian shares fell earlier in the 
day after Reuters reported that the Unit-
ed States is set to add dozens of Chinese 
companies, including the country’s top 
chipmaker SMIC, to a trade blacklist later 
in the day. MSCI’s gauge of stocks across 
the globe shed 0.09% following broad de-
clines in Asia and flat trading in Europe. In 
morning trading on Wall Street, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average fell 5.97 points, 
or 0.02%, to 30,297.4, the S&P 500 lost 
2.08 points, or 0.06%, to 3,720.4 and the 

Nasdaq Composite added 12.50 points, 
or 0.1%, to 12,777.24. U.S. benchmarks 
hit record highs on Thursday. In currency 
markets, the British pound slipped off the 
two-and-a-half year it hit Thursday with 
only days remaining before the UK leaves 
the European Union single market on Dec. 
31. The EU warned there were just hours 
left to strike a deal, undermining Brit-
ish domestically focused mid-caps as the 
prospect of trade tariffs in the New Year 
loomed. “The EU-UK talks could well go 
right up to the wire as neither side wants 
to be seen to be giving in too easily. It’s all 
about the optics for both sides, so it could 

take a little bit longer than most people 
are comfortable with,” said Michael Hew-
son, chief market analyst at CMC Markets. 
The dollar index rose 0.158%, with the 
euro down 0.18% to $1.2244. Benchmark 
10-year notes rose 2/32 in price to yield 
0.9246%, from 0.93% late on Thursday. 
Markets were encouraged that the United 
States stood ready to ship 5.9 million doses 
of a new coronavirus vaccine developed by 
Moderna. Hopes for additional distribution 
of coronavirus vaccines helped push oil 
prices near nine-month highs. U.S. crude 
rose 0.95% to $48.82 per barrel and Brent 
was at $51.81, up 0.6% on the day. Reuters

Turkish state-aligned media 
has emphasized that Turkey 
will frame itself as trying to 

help Iraq fight the PKK
ANKARA

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
hosted Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-
Kadhimi on Thursday at the presidential 
palace.   The sudden visit of top Iraqi officials 
to Turkey led to speculation about the chal-
lenges ahead in the region that brought the 
two countries together.  Experts however 
drew attention to the shared security con-
cerns between the two over the influence 
of autonomy-seeking Kurdish Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK) militants as the main 
driver of this top-level meeting. According to 
Samuel Ramani, a Middle East analyst at the 
University of Oxford, a key subject during the 
meeting will be Turkey’s cross-border raids 
on the PKK in Iraq, which Baghdad views as a 
violation of its sovereignty but Turkey claims 
they are essential for its national security.  
“Turkish state-aligned media has empha-
sized that Turkey will frame itself as trying to 
help Iraq fight the PKK,” he told Arab News.  
Turkey prioritizes wiping out the PKK from 
Sinjar province of Iraq as a critical move for 
securing “the future of Iraq” because the ter-
ror group is more and more using Sinjar as 
a new headquarters to be an alternative to 

the Qandil mountains in northern Iraq.  The 
Turkish military has been occasionally strik-
ing the hideouts of the PKK inside Iraq in 
parallel with its fight against PKK-affiliated 
Syrian Kurdish YPG forces to restrict Kurdish 
plans to control more territories in the region 
and prevent its own Kurdish population from 
being inspired by self-governance ambitions.  
On Tuesday, Iraqi Kurdish peshmergas and 
PKK/YPG militants clashed when the latter 
tried to illegally enter Iraqi Kurdistan from 
Syria and attacked the local Peshmerga base 
with heavy weapons. “The YPG cannot be al-
lowed to exploit foreign assistance to launch 
attacks on our territory. Any repeat would 
be seriously damaging to the regional se-
curity,” Masrour Barzani, prime minister of 
the Kurdistan Regional Government, said in 
a statement.  Ramani thinks that the ongo-
ing Syrian civil war will also top the bilateral 
agenda during the Iraqi premier’s visit to 
Ankara, as Iraq has aspirations for a bigger 

diplomatic role in the region.  Turkey how-
ever long criticized Iraq for giving shelter to 
the PKK especially during unilateral Turkish 
incursions into Iraqi Kurdistan have drawn 
anger from Baghdad and Iraqi Kurdistan’s 
regional government. “As Turkey, we will give 
any support we can to fully clear the country 
from this terrorist organization,” Turkish For-
eign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu told a joint 
press conference with his Iraqi counterpart, 
Fuad Hussein.  The resumption of visa-free 
travel for Iraqis to Turkey has been also a key 
part of the negotiations. “Iraq wants visa-free 
travel, while Turkey has been wary about the 
security situation since Daesh rose,” Ramani 
said.  The rise of Daesh led Turkish authori-
ties to halt a visa-free regime with Iraq. Last 
month, 22 Daesh terror suspects, all Iraqi na-
tionals, were arrested in Turkey.  “An agree-
ment on visa-free travel would be a symbolic 
step toward a stronger Iraq-Turkey partner-
ship, notwithstanding recent frustrations in 
Baghdad about the Turkish military conduct,” 
Ramani said.  Turkish and Iraqi foreign min-
isters have decided to form a committee to 
prepare a roadmap for the resumption of vi-
sa-free travel.  Against the high expectations 
of the Iraqi side, no mention was made about 
the signature of the much-awaited protocol 
regulating fair water-sharing between the 
two countries from the Tigris River as Iraq 
still suffers greatly from the scarcity of Tigris 
. Reuters

Doha to meet 13 demands 
in order to allow for a re-

sumption of relations
CAIRO 

Renewed attempts by Kuwait on behalf of 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, and Egypt at 
reconciliation with Qatar have failed to reach 
an agreement. Bassam Rady, spokesman for 
the Egyptian presidency, on Wednesday told 
a talk show on Sada El-Balad TV that the lat-
est mediation moves to help defuse tensions 
between the four Arab countries and the Qa-
taris had been unsuccessful. The quartet cut 
diplomatic, trade, and travel ties with Qatar 
in mid-2017 and has since called on Doha 
to meet 13 demands in order to allow for a 

resumption of relations. These range from 
closing state-owned media company Al 
Jazeera and a Turkish base to severing ties 
with the Muslim Brotherhood and decreas-
ing links with Iran. “When Qatar responds 
to these demands with a sincere desire and 
strong political will, things will change,” 
Rady said. Saudi Arabia recently indicated 
that a solution to the dispute was within 
reach as did Egyptian Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sameh Shoukry. He said: “Egypt thanks 
the Kuwaiti role to heal the dispute ... Egypt 
is following up the commendable efforts of 
Kuwait to bring Arab countries closer. We 
hope that the dispute will be bridged be-
tween the Arab countries. Egypt is always 
working to strengthen Arab cooperation. 
“We will see what can be achieved in this 
regard, and as long as it fulfils the interests 
of the Arab countries and Egypt, there will 
be an important development. We greatly 
value the efforts of the state of Kuwait and 
the Kuwaiti leadership,” the minister added. 
Separately, official spokesman for the Egyp-
tian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ahmed 
Hafez, also expressed Egypt’s appreciation 
for the continued efforts made by Kuwait 
to resolve the Gulf relationship crisis.  APP

Commercial banks start disbursing 
house loans through 7,700 branches 

across country, PM told
CAIRO 

Prime Minister Imran Khan was told on Thursday that com-
mercial banks had started disbursement of house loans 
to the poor and middle class people on easy installments 
through their 7,700 branches across the country. The prime 
minister, who was chairing the weekly meeting of the Nation-
al Coordination Committee for Housing, Construction and 
Development, was further informed that commercial banks 
were receiving the applications for house loans in large 
numbers. Heads of various commercial banks, including Na-
tional Bank of Pakistan, Habib Bank, United Bank, Muslim 
Commercial Bank, Allied Bank, Bank Al-Habib, Askari Bank, 
Mehran Bank, Fysal Bank, JS Bank, Bank of Punjab, Dubai Is-
lamic Bank, Soneri Bank, Bank Al-Islami, Habib Metro Bank, 
Alburka Bank, Standard Chartered, First Woman Bank and 
Bank of Khyber were specially invited to attend the meeting. 
State Bank of Pakistan Governor Reza Baqir told the meeting 
that in coordination with all the commercial banks, a steer-
ing committee had been constituted wherein the procedure 
for seeking house loans on easy installments was reviewed. 
The meeting was apprised that an awareness campaign re-
garding house loans for the poor and middle class had also 
been initiated. It was further told that the State Bank had es-

tablished a Complaint Portal through which the consumers 
could register their complaints regarding any hurdles in get-
ting loans. The meeting was informed that in order to judge 
the performance of commercial banks regarding the house 
loans, the State Bank had formulated a procedure, which 
was continuously being monitored. The prime minister ap-
preciated the commercial banks for extending cooperation 
for the promotion of construction sector. He said the provi-
sion of loans to the poor people for the construction of their 
own houses by the commercial banks for the first time was 
a good omen. The prime minister described the promotion 
of construction sector and providing shelter to the poor seg-
ments as a national service, and directed for further speed-
ing up the awareness campaign in that respect. The heads of 
commercial banks assured the government of their whole-
hearted cooperation for the completion of the important 
national programme. The Secretary Power briefed the meet-
ing about the provision of electricity for housing projects. 
The Vice Chairman of Lahore Development Authority (LDA) 
briefed the meeting about the LDA City Naya Pakistan Hous-
ing Apartments Lahore. It was told that under the project 
a total of 35,000 housing units would be constructed, ma-
jority of them would be reserved for the poor and middle 
class. It was further told that in the initial phase of the proj-
ect, 4,000 housing units were being constructed for which 
PC-1 and master plan had been approved. With the provi-
sion of the facility of easy installments, the project would 
be completed by June 2022, the meeting was told. VoM

Pakistani-American 
Ali Zaidi makes in 

Biden’s climate team

Indian deceitful strategy 
to place Pakistan in 

blacklist overtly busted:  
Murad Saeed 

ISLAMABAD
In Canada, Pakistan has become the 
third highest recipient of study permit 
approval among South Asian countries 
after Pakistan’s inclusion in the Student 
Direct Stream. According to a press 
release issued by Pakistan High Com-
mission in Canada, the data, shared by 
the Canadian side, disclosed that the 
rate of study permit grant and exten-
sion in respect of Pakistani students 
has also increased from 33 percent to 
46 percent in 2019. It said following 
some media reports about purported 
high rate of refusal of visas to Paki-
stani students desirous of studying 
in Canada, the High Commission has 
been raising the matter with the Cana-
dian government. In a statement, Paki-
stan’s High Commissioner to Canada 
Raza Bashir Tarar expressed the hope 
that more and more students from 
Pakistan would benefit from opportu-
nities in Canada.He also emphasized 
the need for fulfilling requirements to 
obviate the possibility of refusal. VoM

Zaidi brings the cross-sector and 
multi-disciplinary experience needed 

to deliver a whole-of-government 
response to the climate crisis

NEW YORK
US President-elect Joe Biden Thursday 
announced appointments of key members of 
his climate team, which includes Pakistan-
born Ali Zaidi who will serve as deputy 
White House Climate Coordinator. Zaidi, 
33, currently New York’s deputy secretary 
for energy and environment, is the is the 
highest ranking Pakistani-American in the 
Biden administration. He will work under 
Gina McCarthy, who ran the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) under former 
President Barack Obama and now leads a 
major advocacy group, to coordinate the 
new administration’s domestic climate 
agenda.“This brilliant, tested, trailblazing 
team will be ready on day one to confront 
the existential threat of climate change with 
a unified national response rooted in science 
and equity. They share my belief that we 
have no time to waste to confront the climate 
crisis, protect our air and drinking water, and 
deliver justice to communities that have long 
shouldered the burdens of environmental 
harms,” Biden said in a statement. A press 
release issued by Biden’s transition team 
described Zaidi as “a leading climate expert 
and longtime advisor to the president-elect,” 
noting that he helped draft and implement 
the Obama-Biden Administration’s Climate 
Action Plan and negotiate the Paris Climate 
Agreement. Zaidi, who immigrated from 
Pakistan, grew up in the Rust Belt outside 
Erie, Pennsylvania. He studied at Harvard 
and Georgetown Universities. “Zaidi brings 
the cross-sector and multi-disciplinary 
experience needed to deliver a whole-of-
government response to the climate crisis,” 
the press release said. Biden has given some 
key jobs to Americans of Indian origin, 
including Neera Tanden, who will be director 
of the Office of Management and Budget 
and Vivek Murthy, his nominee for surgeon 
general. Vice President Kamala Harris , a 
daughter of Indian and Jamaican immigrants, 
is the highest-ranking woman in America’s 
244-year existence. VoM

ISLAMABAD    
Addressing a press conference in Abu Dhabi, the 
Foreign Minister said India’s irrational approach 
was driven by its frustration emanating from in-
ternal unrest due to the RSS-BJP regime’s policies 
aimed at subjugation of religious minorities and 
disadvantaged segment of the society. “India is 
planning a false flag operation … we are well aware 
about Indian designs. We have intelligence report 
about false flag operation by India,” the Foreign 
Minister said. He said India was looking to divert fo-
cus from its internal issues since the human rights 
situation in the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK) was worst. “I want to share 
all this information with the UAE Govt and rest of 
the World,” Qureshi said. The Foreign Minister vis-
ited United Arab Emirates, where he held meeting 
with his counterpart Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan. The Foreign Minister said the situation in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir had 
further deteriorated due to India’s oppression of 
Kashmiri people. He also mentioned the country-
wide protest of Indian farmers and mishandling 
of coronavirus pandemic, that led to agitation of 
citizens against the incumbent BJP government. 
Qureshi mentioned that Pakistan had exposed the 
nefarious designs of India to create instability and 
presented before the world the credible evidence in 
this regard. He said the Indian Chronicles report by 

EU DisInfo Lab was a proof that India was misusing 
the platforms of international bodies such as Unit-
ed Nations and European Union. He said Pakistan 
was a peaceful country, however was firm to give 
a befitting response in case India made attempt of 
any military misadventure. Qureshi urged upon 
the world to take notice of India, which he said, 
was playing a dangerous game of targeting peace 
in the region. The Foreign Minister said he held a 
wide-ranging meeting with his Emirati counter-
part and discussed issues of bilateral importance. 
He said Pakistan and UAE enjoyed close brotherly 
relations and stood by each other in difficult times. 
Earlier in Dubai, the Foreign Minister visited Paki-
stani Consulate, where he was received by Consul 
General Ahmed Amjad Ali and senior officials. For-
eign Office has emphatically stated that India will 
face an assured notch up military response if it re-
sorted to any ill-considered misadventure against 
Pakistan. At his weekly news briefing in Islamabad 
today, Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri said Pakistan has credible information 
that New Delhi is planning to undertake a military 
misadventure across the line of control for which it 
is trying to seek understanding from major powers. 
The spokesperson said Pakistan’s armed forces are 
fully prepared to defeat Indian designs. Any mis-
calculation will result in global embarrassment for 

India as it faced last year. He, however, warned that 
such a scenario will seriously destabilize the region 
with catastrophic consequences. He said this has 
been shred with the important world capitals. Za-
hid Hafeez said any military conflict between Paki-
stan and India will also seriously undermine the 
peace prospects in Afghanistan, for which the en-
tire responsibility will rest with India. Zahid Hafeez 
said Pakistan urges the international community to 
advise India against any irresponsible act and to de-
sist from any action that would jeopardize regional 
peace and stability. The spokesperson said the ir-
rational approach is driven by Indian frustration 
emanating from internal unrest due to the RSS-BJP 
regime’s policies aimed at subjugation of religious 
minorities and disadvantaged segment of the soci-
ety. The spokesperson said a series of events and 
developments have exposed the real face of India to 
the world community. The recently released Dos-
sier by Pakistan has left no doubt about Indian state 
sponsorship of terrorism. The spokesperson said 
India would be well advised to desist from any mis-
adventure for the regional peace and security. The 
Foreign Office Spokesperson strongly condemned 
the targeting of a UN vehicle carrying two officers 
of the UN Military Observer Group in India and 
Pakistan by Indian occupation forces in Chirikot 
Sector of the Line of Control this morning.  VoM

India covertly planning surgical strike to cover 
internal unrest: FM  

Pak vows retaliation against India if it resorted to misadventure: FO

Turkey, Iraq draw closer over terror threat

Arab quagmire prolong with Latest Arab-Qatari 
Crisis management attempt fails: Egypt

PM appreciated commercial banks for extending 
cooperation to expand construction sector

Pak becomes third highest 
recipient of study permit 

approval in Canada      

Disinfo Lab’s report of Indian 
involvement in anti-Pak cam-

paign validates our narrative of 
Indian state-sponsor terrorism

ISLAMABAD
Federal Minister for Communications and Postal 
Services Murad Saeed on Thursday said EU Dis-
info Lab’s report was a bombshell exposure on In-
dia’s involvement in carrying out fake propaganda 
campaigns to destabilise Pakistan for the last 15 
years. The Brussels-based non-government or-
ganization, in its report, uncovered fake network 
of some 10 NGOs present in 116 countries, using 
fake identities, which was involved in malicious 
and disinformation campaigns against Pakistan, 
he said while addressing a news conference. The 
minister said their modus operandi was to orga-
nize conferences and seminars to spread their 
propaganda against Pakistan. A conference titled 
‘Friends of GB’ was also held by the same fake 
organizations. Indian media outlets and social 
media were also used for propaganda against 
Pakistan, he added. Murad Saeed said anti-Pak-
istan demonstrations were organized by those 
organisations, which were attended by foreign na-
tionals instead of Pakistanis as evident from their 
facial features. The Foreign Office, he said, had 
also given its reaction on the issue. The minister 
said India had made all-out efforts to put Pakistan 
into the black list in Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) list but failed to achieve its nefarious de-
sign. The Pakistanis might have different political 
views and ideologies, but they were united to de-
fend Pakistan’s ideology irrespective of political 
affiliations, he remarked. Murad Saeed displayed 
a diagram on a screen, highlighting a fake site 
‘Saath Forum Network’ which was running a fake 
propaganda campaign against Pakistan. All such 
moves on the part of Indians and their agents 
were aimed to target Pakistan’s national interests, 
including the China Pakistan Economic Corridor. 
He mentioned another fake site ‘Attack Balo-
chistan network’, which was also involved in anti-
Pakistan propaganda. The minister said Indian 
occupation forces were committing gross human 
right violations in the Illegally Indian Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir. However, when the Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz was in power, its leader 
Nawaz Sharif covered up such anti-state propa-
ganda and human right abuses in the IIOJK to 
save his business interests in India, he added. VoM

Global Market

Equities flat, oil jumps, as investors wait on U.S. stimulus package




