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Army is an integral part of Pakistan's 
government. "They have their own 

duties and Pakistan's PM and cabinet 
decides which institution has to sow 

what way and the Pakistan Army does 
exactly what the government wants it to 

do and that is it

Minister for Science and 
Technology

Fawad Chaudhry

National economic trajectory is on 
right path: FM

Cold chain cooperation will further deepen 
Pak-china economic ties: Chen Lin

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan briefs P-5 envoys 
on India dossier 

ISLAMABAD
Two days after Pakistan presented specific 
proofs of Indian involvement in terrorism in 
its territory, the foreign secretary on Monday 
briefed the envoys of the permanent members 
of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
about the dossier on state sponsored terrorism 
by India. “The envoys were apprised of India’s 
involvement in planning, promoting, aiding, 
abetting, financing and execution of terrorist 
activities in Pakistan,” said a statement issued 
by the foreign office. “The dossiers containing ir-
refutable evidence of India’s state sponsorship of 
terrorism against Pakistan were handed over to 
them,” it added. The foreign office said Pakistan 
will continue to highlight India’s state sponsor-
ship of terrorism and destabilizing activities 
against Pakistan. The foreign office on Monday 
also categorically rejected the Indian Minis-
try of External Affairs’ denial of the irrefutable 
evidence provided by Pakistan on Indian state 
sponsorship of terrorism. “Fully exposed, India 
has typically resorted to sophistry, obfuscation 
and re-fabrication. Bland denials and regurgita-
tion of old litany of charges, however, will not 
change facts,” it said in a statement.  The reac-
tion came after India rejected Pakistan’s dos-
sier as “figment of imagination” and an attempt 
to divert attention away from the country’s 
internal political and economic problems.  For-
eign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi and chief 
military spokesperson Major General Babar If-
tikhar on Saturday presented specific proof of 
Indian involvement in terrorism in Pakistan. App

Oil rises on possible OPEC+ supply action, vaccine hopes
All eyes are on OPEC+ 

technical meeting being 
held today

Bureau Reporter
LONDON 

Oil prices edged up on Tuesday helped 
by expectations that the Organisation of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
and its allies would tighten supplies next 
year and supported by news of a second 
possible Covid-19 vaccine. Brent crude 
LCOc1 rose $0.13, or 0.3%, to $43.95 a 
barrel by 0958 GMT and US West Texas 
Intermediate crude CLc1 was up $0.1, or 
0.2%, at $41.44 a barrel. “Oil prices enjoy 
modest gains this morning, as enthusiasm 
over a new, seemingly more efficient, vac-
cine has led a new price rally,” said Rystad 
Energy’s head of oil markets Bjornar 
Tonhaugen. “Now all eyes are on possible 
leaks from today’s (Tuesday’s) OPEC+ 
technical meeting,” he added. OPEC+, 
which groups OPEC, Russia and others, 
holds a ministerial committee meet-
ing on Tuesday that could recommend 
changing quotas when all the ministers 
meet on November 30 and December 1. 
OPEC+ revised its scenarios for 2021 with 
demand seen weaker than previously an-

ticipated, a confidential document seen by 
Reuters showed, a revision that supports 
the case for tightening supply policy next 
year. Brent and WTI have risen more than 
10% in the last six days after Pfizer said 
its Covid-19 vaccine was more than 90% 
effective. Prices had a further boost this 
week when Moderna said its vaccine was 
94.5% effective. “Developments with re-
gards to a vaccine are constructive for 
oil demand in the medium to long term. 
However, for the near term it changes lit-
tle, with still plenty of concern over the 
demand impact from the latest wave of 

Covid-19,” said ING commodity strate-
gist Warren Patterson. Oil prices remain 
under pressure as many Western govern-
ments have imposed new lockdowns due 
to a second wave of the virus. But China’s 
crude oil throughput in October rose to its 
highest level, underpinning a fast demand 
recovery. “Oil demand in China is exceed-
ing pre-Covid-19 levels which suggests oil 
demand is not permanently impaired,” an-
alysts from Bernstein Energy said, saying 
this supported data indicating “oil demand 
has not been structurally damaged” by the 
pandemic. Reuters

FM calls upon world to 
address growing trend of 
Islamophobia, intolerance

ISLAMABAD 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 

says the country is heading towards economic 
stability, with strengthening rupee, and in-
creasing exports and remittances. Talking 
to different delegations and journalists in 
Multan, he said the COVID-19 pandemic has 
damaged the country s economy. He said, 
however the government is striving hard 
to control inflation, deal with the challenge 
of poverty and revive economy by adopting 
effective policies and the positive impacts 
of those have now started appearing. Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi urged the people to be 
careful of the second wave of coronavirus, 
and follow the SOPs, including wearing 
masks and maintaining social distancing. 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 

has called upon the world community to ad-
dress the growing trend of Islamophobia and 
intolerance world over. Addressing an event 
in Islamabad on Tuesday to commemorate 
the International Day of Tolerance, he high-
lighted the importance of inclusion, peaceful 
co-existence and respect for different reli-
gious beliefs, values and cultures. The theme 
of the event was “Tolerance in Contemporary 
Times”. The Minister said Pakistani society 
is inherently tolerant, being the product of 
millennia old civilization with a rich herit-
age.  He recalled that in its historic Kartarpur 
Corridor initiative, Pakistan has opened the 
largest and holiest Sikh shrine in Kartarpur 
to Sikhs from India and elsewhere. Speaking 
on the occasion, Parliamentary Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs Andleeb Abbas reiterated 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s call for univer-
sally outlawing willful provocation and incite-
ment to hate and violence and to designate an 
International Day to combat Islamophobia. 
She regretted that the Hindutva inspired 
RSS-BJP regime in India had institutional-
ized Islamophobia as state policy.  She also 
called for promoting tolerance and mutual 
understanding among people of all faiths. 
Renowned panelists including Dr. Qibla Ayaz, 
Bishop Humphrey Sarfaraz Peters, Kishan 
Sharma and Taranjeet Singh echoed the mes-
sage of inter-faith harmony. VoM

President urges creation 
of market driven job 

opportunities for youth
President hails role of chari-
table hospitals in providing 

excellent eye treatment
Islamabad

President Dr. Arif Alvi says there is a need to cre-
ate opportunities for students and young people 
according to demand of market.  He was address-
ing convocation of Pakistan Institute of Fashion 
Designs in Lahore on Tuesday. He said that we 
have to focus on value addition for economic de-
velopment in country. Arif Alvi said that Pakistan 
Institution of Fashion Designs is an important 
department which is playing vital role in boost-
ing economy of country. The president said that 
fashion has communication power and art adver-
tising getting new trends and technology have 
boosted them  In another event, President Dr Arif 
Alvi inaugurated eye hospital Layton Rahmatul-
lah Benevolent Trust at Anjuman Islamea Welfare 
Complex Chiniot today (Tuesday). Addressing the 
inaugural ceremony, the president said that the 
network of charitable hospitals being run by the 
LRBT in the country has been rendering national 
level quality services. He said that these chari-
table hospitals are providing excellent eye treat-
ment and surgery facilities free of cost for the ec-
onomically deprived segments all over Pakistan. 
Dr Arif Alvi lauded the organization for providing 
modern health facilities, ensuring cleanliness and 
having state of the art equipment and machinery 
at the hospital for eye treatment and operation. 
He urged the people to play their part for some 
welfare work in the country. He said that the con-
cept of welfare state like “Rayast-e-Madina” can’t 
be achieved without the contribution of everyone 
in Welfare related projects and activities. Talking 
about COVID-19, he stressed to follow strictly 
Anti Corona SOP’s especially at work places and 
gatherings. He said that second wave of corona-
virus is more severe so it is the responsibility of 
general public to adopt protective and precau-
tionary measures. VoM

ISLAMABAD
The ambassador was speaking at the UN General 

Assembly in New York. Pakistan’s Permanent Representative 
Ambassador to the United Nations Munir Akram on Monday 
said that India does not even qualify for a seat on the 
15-member United Nations Security Council (UNSC) because 
the state has violated the UN’s resolution on Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). Reaffirming Pakistan’s 
resistance against the addition of permanent members in 
the UNSC, Akram made a reference to India without nam-
ing it and said that the “South Asian country” has waged 
20 wars since independence and fomented terrorism and 
instability across the region, especially in Pakistan. “We have 
clear and ample evidence of this state-sponsored terrorism,” 
the Pakistani envoy told the 193-member Assembly. “One 
country, most insistent on the Security Council membership, 
has a proclivity for the use and the threat of use of force; 
[It] fomented terrorism across our region, violated UNSC’s 
resolutions, and targeted innocent lives at the Line of Control 
(LoC). This [country] has no qualification for permanent or 
even non-permanent membership in the Security Council,” 
ambassador Akram stressed. It should be noted that four 
countries, including India, Brazil, Germany, and Japan (the 
G-4) have been seeking a permanent membership at the 
UNSC. “The reform of the Security Council must be part of 
a broader revival of the multilateral system as it was con-
ceived under the Charter. The Council must be made more 
representative, responsive, democratic, and transparent,” he 
said. Full-scale negotiations to reform the Security Council 
began in the General Assembly in February 2009 on five 
key areas -- the categories of membership, the question of 

veto, regional representation, size of an enlarged Security 
Council, and working methods of the council and its relation-
ship with the General Assembly. Despite a general agreement 
on enlarging the Council, as part of the UN reform process, 
member states remain sharply divided over the details. The 
G-4 countries have shown no flexibility in their campaign to 
expand the Security Council by 10 seats, with six additional 
permanent and four non-permanent members. On the other 
hand, the Italy/Pakistan-led Uniting for Consensus (UfC) 
group firmly opposes any additional permanent members, 
saying that such a move will not make the Security Council 
more effective and also undermine the fundamental prin-
ciple of democracy that is based on periodic elections. The 
Security Council is currently composed of five permanent 
members -- Britain, China, France, Russia and the United 
States -- and 10 non-permanent members. VoM

UN envoy Munir Akram states India is ineligible 
for seat in UNSC

BEIJING
China’s cold chain technology may help 

Pakistan reduce loss of agricultural prod-
ucts and increase the added value, Chen Lin, 
vice president of Hefei Lianhui Refrigeration 
Equipment Co., told China Economic Net 
(CEN). There is close cooperation between 
Chinese and Pakistani rice seed companies. 
To meet the needs of seed storage in Pakistan, 
Chen Lin started to build an 800-square-me-
ter seed cold storage warehouse with a rice 
company in Karachi, Pakistan, in 2017. Chen 
Lin told the CEN that, they deliver the equip-
ment and cold storage plates to Pakistan, and 
send technical personnel for equipment in-
stallation and training of Pakistani person-
nel. “Customers may encounter problems 
in production and processing, we need to 
give an overall solution,” he said, adding “the 
cold storage warehouse will be monitored 
remotely and the company will provide cus-
tomer service. Although the cost of cold stor-
age warehouse is not that high, the products 
stored in it are very expensive. In case of a 
power failure in the cold storage warehouse, 
yet without being realized by the company, 
the loss could be huge. Therefore, the remote 
monitoring is something like an insurance 
policy. Even if the warehouse staff don’t feel 

the power failure, the other 3-5 monitoring 
staff will receive text messages, ringtones 
and other prompts, which can remind cus-
tomers by phone to minimize the storage 
risk.” Mangoes & citrus fruits “dormant” for 
three months in air-conditioned cold storage 
warehouse, added value doubled. In recent 
years, Pakistan has made breakthroughs in 
the export of mangoes and citrus fruits to 
China, however, the country has been upset 
by preservation problems due to the month-
long shipping cycle. In this regard, Chen 
Lin gave an air conditioning fresh-keeping 
technology solution. “Under the premise of 
ensuring the temperature and humidity of 
the products, the air-conditioned cold stor-
age warehouse can keep the fruits dormant 
by adjusting the contents of oxygen and 
carbon dioxide, thus keeping the fruits in a 
relatively long storage period,” Chen Lin ex-

plained. “Mangoes and oranges can be stored 
for about 3 months, cherries for 45 days, ki-
wifruits for 6 months, apples for 3-6 months, 
and bayberries for about 30 days.” The ex-
tension of storage period also brings higher 
added value. Fruits with higher added value, 
such as cherries, kiwifruits and golden pears, 
can be sold at higher prices when stored off-
season. Chen Lin further said that pick season 
kiwifruits are about RMB 30 per kg, and the 
price could reach RMB 60 per kg during the 
Spring Festival. In the supermarket, a pack-
age of four kiwifruits might be sold for RMB 
40-50, the added value increased to 1.5-2 
times, while the added value of processed 
kiwifruits can be increased about 3 times. 
After picking, fruits cannot be directly put 
into the cold storage warehouse, they must 
be precooled at 0-5 °C. “When the fruits are 
picked, they have residual heat,” Chen said, “if 
they are immediately taken to a cold storage 
warehouse, the surface temperature drops, 
but the central temperature does not, this 
may lead to spoilage in fruits. Like some ap-
ples in the supermarket, they look good from 
the outside, but rotton on the inside, that is 
because they are not precooled properly. 
Cherries, kiwifruits and blueberries all need 
to be precooled.”Xinhua 

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan says at a time 
when the global economy is being battered by 
the adverse effect of COVID-19 pandemic, Pak-
istan’s economy is emerging at a pace rivaled 
by none in the region. Chairing a meeting to 
review the economic situation in the country, 
the prime minister reiterated the govern-
ment’s resolve to improve the macro-econom-
ic condition of Pakistan, besides ensuring its 
trickling down effects at the grassroots level 
for the well-being of the populace. The Prime 
Minister also mentioned the unprecedented 
steps taken by the government for ease of do-
ing business and emphasized on moving fur-
ther in the direction to improve exports. Min-
ister for Economic Affairs Makhdoom Khusru 
Bakhtiyar briefing the meeting said the major 
indicators are showing positive trajectory and 
the country’s Current Account balance for the 
first quarter of FY 20-21 has registered a sur-
plus of 792 million dollars as against a deficit 
of 1,492 million dollars in the same quarter 
last year. He said the balance of trade has also 
narrowed registering improvement of a 6 per-

cent during the same period. He said, the ex-
ports maintained positive momentum despite 
challenges while the imports were brought 
down significantly. The Minister said work-
ers’ remittances during the first four months 
of FY 2021 were 9.4 billion dollars as against 
5.452 billion dollars in the first quarter last 
year, registering a strong growth of 26.5 per-
cent.  In another event, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has announced to introduce electronic 
voting system to ensure utmost transparency 
in the election process. Talking to media in 
Islamabad today (Tuesday), he said a mecha-
nism will also be brought in for overseas Paki-
stanis so that they, too, can participate in the 
polling to elect their representatives. He said 
NADRA’s data will be utilized for the electron-
ic voting in the country for which Election 
Commission of Pakistan is being consulted. 
He said a bill for these reforms will soon be 
introduced in the parliament. Imran Khan 
said elections in Azad Kashmir and Senate 
are approaching soon, while general election 
will be held in 2023. He said the prime objec-

tive to introduce these reforms is to ensure 
fair and transparent elections in Pakistan and 
enhance people’s trust in the polling process. 
The Prime Minister also announced to intro-
duce a Constitutional Amendment for Senate 
elections through show of hands instead of 
secret balloting to end sale and purchase of 
votes. He said the constitutional amendment 
is not possible without two-third majority 
in the parliament and for this purpose gov-
ernment needs other parties’ support as the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf does not has the 
required number of votes to amend the con-
stitution. Talking about PTI’s victory in re-
cent election in Gilgit-Baltistan, Imran Khan 
reiterated his resolve to give provisional pro-
vincial status to GB to fulfill the long desired 
demand of the people. He said we will give 
a detailed plan to fulfill our commitment of 
granting provisional provincial status to GB. 
The Prime Minister also thanked the people 
of Gilgit-Baltistan for reposing trust in PTI. 
He also appreciated the PTI team for its mas-
sive campaigning during the GB election. VoM

PM’s package for Rabi crops 

PM expresses commitment to uplift macro-economic condition of country
PM vows to introduce E-voting system to ensure electoral transparency 

FO denounce speculative 
media reports concerning 

pressure on Pakistan to 
recognize Israel

Islamabad
Fo re i g n  O f f i c e  S p o ke s p e r s o n  Z a -
h i d  H a fe e z  C h a u d h r i  h a s  re j e c t e d 
m e d i a  re p o r t s  a s  fa b r i c a t i o n  re -
g a rd i n g  p re s s u re  o n  Pa k i s t a n  t o 
re c o g n i z e  I s ra e l .  I n  a  s t a t e m e n t , 
h e  re s p o n d e d  t o  q u e r i e s  a b o u t 
re p o r t s  i n  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e 
m e d i a  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e  P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r  s a i d  Pa k i s t a n  wa s  u n -
d e r  U S  p re s s u re  t o  re c o g n i z e 
I s ra e l .  T h e  S p o ke s p e r s o n  s a i d 
t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  h a d  c l e a r ly 
a r t i c u l a t e d  Pa k i s t a n’ s  p o s i t i o n 
t h a t  u n l e s s  a  j u s t  s e t t l e m e n t  o f 
t h e  Pa l e s t i n e  i s s u e ,  s a t i s fa c t o r y 
t o  t h e  Pa l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e ,  wa s 
fo u n d ,  Pa k i s t a n  c o u l d  n o t  re c -
o g n i z e  I s ra e l .  H e  s a i d  t h e  P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r  h a d  s t re s s e d  t h a t  Pa k i -
s t a n’ s  p o l i c y  i n  t h i s  re g a rd  wa s 
ro o t e d  i n  Q u a i d - e -A z a m’ s  v i -
s i o n .    Z a h i d  H a fe e z  C h a u d h r i 
s a i d  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ’ s  re -
m a r k s  a re  a n  u n e q u ivo c a l  re a f -
f i r m a t i o n  o f  Pa k i s t a n’ s  p o s i t i o n 
o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  l e av i n g  n o  ro o m 
fo r  b a s e l e s s  s p e c u l a t i o n .  H e 
s a i d  fo r  a  j u s t ,  c o m p re h e n s ive 
a n d  l a s t i n g  p e a c e ,  Pa k i s t a n  w i l l 
c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  a  t wo - s t a t e 
s o l u t i o n  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
re l eva n t  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a n d 
O I C  re s o l u t i o n s  a s  we l l  a s  i n -
t e r n a t i o n a l  l aw,  w i t h  p re - 1 9 6 7 
b o rd e r s  a n d  A l - Q u d s  A l -S h a r i f 
a s  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  Pa l e s t i n e .  Vo M
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Exigencies of Inter-faith 
Harmony 

The importance of religious harmony is crucial in the current world 
where even the tiniest act can ignite the sentiments of one or more 
religious groups. In such scenarios, it is the responsibility of the state 
to acknowledge its religious minorities and give them due respect. 
The current government of Pakistan is quite active in this respect 
as seen by its initiative of opening the Kartarpur Corridor for the 

Sikh community of Pakistan and India. Apart from this, this government is also 
inclined towards the rehabilitation of the Hindu heritage of Pakistan particu-
larly the Mandirs located at various locations all over Pakistan. Contrary to this, 
India’s exclusionary and xenophobic policies towards its minorities are on the 
boil, the ruling party in India has been strengthening “Hindu only” rhetoric to gain 
domestic political mileage. Such discriminatory state behavior towards minori-
ties is dangerous not only for that state but also for the stability of the region. 
Tolerance, acceptability, and equality are the essential elements in preserving 
inter-faith harmony. Baba Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, taught that every 
human being is equal and must be treated without any prejudice. Hence, to keep 
an environment of acceptance, tolerance, and harmony in a society like Pakistan, 
that has historically been pluralistic, the state along with its citizens needs active 
and conscious participation. The rights of Pakistani Minorities must be protected, 
and it must be ensured that they do not face discrimination of any sort. Moreover, 
the government should take measures to and integrate the religious minorities 
within the social spaces so that the distances and differences among people from 
different religious groups can be removed and an atmosphere of understanding 
and acceptance can be formulated.

The Shambling SAARC

T he South Asian Association of regional countries (SAARC) nearly 
came to naught in achieving its aspiring targets and objectives 
during the last 25 years because of divergent interests, inter-
state rivalry, and the deceitful role of leading actors. The ma-
jority of the projects and accomplishments exist just in official 
archives. In its 30 years of presence, SAARC failed to hold 11 

annual summits for political reasons, both at the internal and bilateral levels. 
The last summit in Kathmandu was held following a gap of three years. This 
year’s virtual meeting brought SAARC back to life.While various regions 
of the world have advanced even to monetary union, SAARC on the other 
hand has failed to concoct a free trade agreement. Even in the Kathmandu 
Summit 2014, there were three agreements on the road, rail, and energy, to 
be supported by the eight SAARC pioneers. Just one of them on energy has 
been signed.Some of the reasons behind the failure of SAARC are, the weak 
cultural identities, the South Asian Region involves nations sharing a common 
history, legacy, and culture. The abhorrence of divisions and sub-divisions 
have made clefts. These fissures are usually expressed through the thoughts 
of separate cultures. The debates regarding identity are similarly going on 
in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. The quest of maintaining a distinctive cultural 
identity by each nation has not permitted the region to unite. Another reason 
is the contention among India and Pakistan, the two biggest members from 
SAARC, has drifted enormously on SAARC, prohibiting it from working as a 
sub-territorial organization.According to SAARC Charter Article X(2) of the 
SAARC Charter, choices at all levels in SAARC, are just of multilateral issues, 
and only those issues are to be included in the SAARC summit which is based 
on unanimity. Hence the SAARC platform can’t be utilized to determine bilat-
eral issues; this has subverted the degree and capability of SAARC.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Putting Elephant in the Room

Many, especially our Eastern neigh-
bours, sought the opening gambit 
played by Imran Khan’s adminis-
tration –the acknowledgement of 
fostering the jihadist in the coun-
try –as a misstep. However, as it is 

unveiling now, it was a master move to churn the 
narrative of the war on terror with the intimidat-
ing policies of the US and entrapping India at the 
same time. The recent press conference of Khan’s 
administration where dossier against Indian state-
sponsored terror activities was publicized says all 
about it. This joint press conference was a spectacle 
of civil-military concordance at one hand, while on 
other; it showed the preemptive approach adopted 
by the civil and military administration regarding 
the security issues of the country. Now with the 
new US administration holding the reign, Pakistan 
is prepared for its gameplay and already had knocked 
out India in the first round.When we talk about the 
security problems of Pakistan, terrorism and insur-
gency outshined all other problems on the list, and 
for decades, the country was not able to pull itself 
from the shackles of economic insecurity albeit pos-
sessing all the ingredients of becoming a stable and 
prosperous state. This was due to the political insta-
bility and looming insecurity caused by the terror-

ist sanctuaries inside and outside the country.Now 
when the country is in a transitional phase, where 
our Iron brother China is expediting the development 
and rendering the country as a transit corridor for 
the world’s largest trading giant, there was a need to 
foster stability and check the menace of religious ex-
tremism. The counter-terror campaigns carried out 
by the Pakistan armed forces laid the groundwork, 
only vulnerability left was the northwestern border-
ing region, Afghanistan, which is going to settle now, 
and this dossier played a significant role in squaring 
it. New US administration will surely expedite the 
Afghanistan troop’s withdrawal and with a vacuum 
of power, which India was seeking to use as a hotbed 
of cross-border insurgency against Pakistan, will fall 
like a house of cards because Pakistan is facilitating 
the Afghan peace process and lending support to the 
Taliban as the chief constituent of the new Afghan 
government.It is to be noticed that this dossier came 
out when right after the Iranian FM, JavadZarif vis-
ited Pakistan and it is noteworthy that his visit cor-
responds to the reports of a tiff with India at one end 
and political transition of US on the other. Iranian 
Minister came with a hope to reinvigorate the far-
fetched ties of both countries but the visit underlined 
the regional security paradox where Afghanistan 
plays a significant piece of the jigsaw. There are 
also prospects of formation of a new China-Iran-
Pakistan bloc, which is tacit until now but it seems 
materializing in near future, as there is no match of 
Chinese vis-à-vis Indian led development and there 
is a Russian factor as well –which for now seems 
to be leaning on the Iranian side.Regional security 
circumstances are changing now and it is due to the 
premeditated and scrupulous policy devised by the 

custodians of the country that Pakistan is now in a 
much better position than ever before. In the emerg-
ing global order, Pakistan will be the binding force 
between Islamic republics and China –keeping the 
country’s military power aside. The only hindrance 
was India and its asymmetric feud against Pakistan, 
which the country was preparing in its mid-game and 
in conjunction with the regional powers, the coun-
try will be able to checkmate soon. This dossier is a 
step towards changing the narrative of the country 
as the victim of the war on terror. As mentioned by 
the PM Khan that the sacrifices Pakistan had to pay 
in lieu of its partnership with US war on terror was 
due to the erroneous decisions of previous regimes 
and following the policies of US and to some extent 
country had no other option. It was blamed for the 
failure of the world’s largest military power in a pro-
longed war in Afghanistan and asked to “Do More” 
and accosted it with FATF blacklisting, there was not 
much to do, except toeing the line and diplomatic 
manoeuvring. However, now the country’s leadership 
is in a strategic position to pull the narrative and put 
the elephant in the room. 

   

James Weir recaps SAS Australia 2020 episode 10. Stars dumped in shock 
BEVERLY HILLS

Two of SAS Australia’s celebrity drawcards are 
mercilessly culled from the show on Tuesday 
and dumped like the putrid toilet bucket that ex-
ploded all over them just days ago.Firass Dirani 
and Candice Warner are just the latest victims of 
reality TV. It’s a story as old as time. Or, more ac-
curately, it’s a story as old as off-brand Instagram 
teeth whitening lasers.You sign up thinking the 
appearance will reinvigorate your career and get 
you back on top. Weeks later, you’re humiliated 
on national television and sucked dry of every 
scandalous detail in your life. Then, you’re sud-
denly voted off a show you didn’t even realise 
you could be voted off of. And what are you left 
with? Countless memes and GIFs depicting your 
worst on-air moments.“It was a great experi-
ence,” they cry while forcing a smile – lying to 
us but mainly themselves about the unnecessary 
torture they’ve endured.We’re sad to see Candice 
and Firass go – but for very different reasons. 
Candice has proven herself physically and men-
tally and she has been tormented on-air about 
that toilet tryst scandal a million times. Give the 
woman a break and just let her hang around.
And Firass? We don’t want to say goodbye to 
him either but only because we were kinda hop-
ing he’d continue to annoy everyone and they’d 
all have to perform a second intervention. But, 
right before he’s axed tonight, we’re treated to 
Firass doing the most Firass thing. Well, there 
are several things. More on that soon. The sol-
diers declare they will cull celebrities by night’s 

end. They say it’s because many of the stars don’t 
deserve to be here, but really it’s just because 
the finale is days away and producers thought 
more of them would’ve dropped off by now.So 
we’re left with no choice but to drown the celeb-
rities one-by-one and see who survives. Firass 
is more frightened than anyone else. Of course 
he has found a way to maintain his movie star 

hairstyle by using just dirt and spit. Salon re-
sults for a fraction of the price! And now we’re 
ruining it with an attempted drowning. He’s 
spewin’. Before the celebrities are allowed out 
of the ice hole, their focus is tested with random 
technical questions. Honey Badger’s requires the 
most concentration.“Who’s the best-looking man 
you’ve ever set eyes on?” the soldier screams.

A New Doorway to Space
LONDON

Anyone who has gotten a sofa stuck in a door-
way on moving day knows how frustrating it 
is when there’s no other way in or out. The 
doorways on the International Space Station, 
or airlocks, have worked just fine for 20 years. 
But as more researchers and companies wish to 
expand the scope and size of the projects they 
send into low-Earth orbit, a larger doorway 
could help.Opening another portal to receive 
more shipments and deploy more satellites and 
experiments is the challenge a private company 
took up – Nanoracks LLC, headquartered in 
Webster, Texas. With support from NASA, the 
company built a new and different kind of door-
way into space.The Nanoracks Bishop Airlock 
Module will serve as another door to space, 
helping to move larger payloads inside and 
outside the station. This will alleviate one bot-
tleneck slowing down the deployment of new 
small satellites and CubeSats from the space 
station. Bishop will also significantly increase 
the amount of research that can be done in 
low-Earth orbit – research that helps us bet-
ter understand the space environment but 
also has implications for Earth imaging, medi-
cal research, and biomanufacturing. The new 
airlock arrives aboard the SpaceX Dragon on 
the company’s 21st commercial resupply ser-
vices mission for NASA. It’s the first commercial 

airlock added to the space station and will be 
attached to the port on U.S. Node 3, also called 
Tranquility.The arrangement is part of NASA’s 
strategy to provide more opportunities for U.S. 
industry with a goal to achieve a sustainable 
economy in low-Earth orbit from which NASA 
can be one of many customers. That allows 
NASA to focus government resources on deep 
space exploration through the Artemis program 
and landing the first woman and next man on 
the surface of the Moon.In this case, under a 
Space Act Agreement, Nanoracks provided the 
initial investment and the physical structure. 
NASA will provide power and space-to-ground 
communication, as well as astronauts to handle 
cargo and run experiments. Once operational, 
the new door will mean more access for 
NASA and everyone else – private companies, 
academic institutions, public agencies, even 
citizens.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Naval commander Muhammad Amjad 
Khan Niazi HI(M) SBt has expected order of 
Pakistan Navy as 22nd Chief of the Naval Staff.
The difference in order was officially held 
at a noteworthy function in the PNS ZAFAR 
Islamabad yestereday, in which Admiral Zafar 
Mahmood Abbasi), endless supply of his resi-
dency of administration, given over control 
of order to Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi.An official statement gave here said that 
in his goodbye address to officials and men 
of Pakistan Navy, the active Naval Chief ex-
pressed gratitude toward Allah Almighty for 
empowering him to release his obligations 
as well as could be expected with trustwor-
thiness, equity and poise.The Admiral un-
derscored that he maintained his essential 
spotlight on changing Pakistan Navy into a 
battle prepared power with exceptional ac-
centuation on ideal fight readiness and expert 
skill. He applauded the untiring endeavors of 

the best officials and men of Pakistan Navy 
who filled in as a group to accomplish the ad-
vancement made in all areas in accordance 
with his vision. Chief of naval operations Zafar 
Mahmood Abbasi while featuring the unstable 
geo-political scene and increased pressures 
in the former years made specific notice of 
the contention circumstance post-Pulwama 
occurrence. He commented that Pakistan’s 
thoughtful military brought together position 
and conciliatory military resistance, baffled 
Indian plans. Pakistan military gave a befit-
ting reaction and won the clash of hearts and 
psyches, breaking the fantasy of India’s mis-
guided feeling of predominance. He praised 
the polished skill showed by PN in distin-
guishing the encroaching Indian Navy subma-
rine in Pakistani waters.The Admiral likewise 
featured his drives to produce oceanic mind-
fulness and channelize endeavors to kick off 
Blue Economy, with center around joint in-
vestigation of seaward hydrocarbon assets 
to procure full profits of Pakistan’s huge and 

undiscovered sea potential. Eventually, the ac-
tive Naval Chief praised Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi on his arrangement. He 
rested total trust in the approaching Naval 
Chief for driving the Navy higher than ever 
and wished him a fruitful residency in office. 
While relinquishing his command, Admiral 
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi thanked the govern-
ment, Ministry of Defence, JSHQ and sister 
services for rendering allout support to PN 
in execution of its sacred responsibilities of 
seaward defence.Earlier, the outgoing Naval 
Chief was presented Guard of Honour. Admiral 
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi formally handed over 
the Command of Pakistan Navy by presenting 
the traditional scroll to Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi. The change of command 
ceremony was attended by former Naval 
Chiefs, serving and retired PN officers, CPOs/ 
sailors and Navy civilians. Later, Chief of the 
Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi laid wreath at Shuhada monument at 
Naval Headquarters and offered Fateha.

Naval Chief Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi meets Chinese Ambassador at NHQ.

November-18-1883

At exactly noon on this day, 
American and Canadian rail-
roads begin using four con-
tinental time zones to end 
the confusion of dealing with 
thousands of local times. The 

bold move was emblematic of the power 
shared by the railroad companies.The need 
for continental time zones stemmed directly 
from the problems of moving passengers 
and freight over the thousands of miles of 
rail line that covered North America by the 
1880s. Since human beings had first begun 
keeping track of time, they set their clocks 
to the local movement of the sun. Even as 
late as the 1880s, most towns in the U.S. 
had their own local time, generally based on 
“high noon,” or the time when the sun was 
at its highest point in the sky. As railroads 
began to shrink the travel time between cities 
from days or months to mere hours, however, 
these local times became a scheduling night-
mare. Railroad timetables in major cities 
listed dozens of different arrival and depar-
ture times for the same train, each linked to 

a different local time zone.Efficient rail trans-
portation demanded a more uniform time-
keeping system. Rather than turning to the 
federal governments of the United States and 
Canada to create a North American system 
of time zones, the powerful railroad compa-
nies took it upon themselves to create a new 
time code system. The companies agreed to 
divide the continent into four time zones; 

the dividing lines adopted were very close to 
the ones we still use today. Most Americans 
and Canadians quickly embraced their new 
time zones, since railroads were often their 
lifeblood and main link with the rest of the 
world. However, it was not until 1918 that 
Congress officially adopted the railroad time 
zones and put them under the supervision of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission.

Railroads create the first time zones
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America is  divided ‘people 
seem to love to hate’: Dolly

NEWYORK
Legendary country singer Dolly Parton has 
given her take on America’s current po-
litical climate.During an interview on the 
Today show, the 74-year-old singer-song-
writer said: “I think we’ve just become so 
divided because people just seem to love to 
hate.”Parton, who has traditionally stayed 
away from voicing her political opinions, 
continued: “The Christmas season is com-
ing up, but we need to carry that Christmas 
spirit of peace on Earth, and loving one 
another.“We need to carry that into the new 
year, and lord knows I hope next year is bet-
ter than this one. We can’t save the world, 
but we can save the world we’re living 
in.”The “Jolene” singer added: “Maybe I”m 
dreaming, but I don’t think so.”Earlier this 
week as the results for various COVID-19 
vaccine trials were released, people tweeted 
out in surprise after finding Parton’s name 
attached to the funding of the research.One 
person on Twitter said: “Of course Dolly 
Parton was involved in funding a vaccine 
that has a 95% protection!!!” In April, the 
“9 to 5” singer announced that she would be 
making a $1 million donation to aid research 
into a coronavirus vaccine.VoM

Machine Gun Kelly grabs 
lunch in Los Angeles

NEW YORK
He recently earned the top spot on the Billboard 
Hot 200 chart, following the release of his fifth 
studio album Tickets to My Downfall.And Machine 
Gun Kelly looked like the ultimate rockstar on 
Monday afternoon as he grabbed lunch in Los 
Angeles.The edgy musician, 30, was joined by 
his daughter Casie, 10, and his best pal Mod Sun. 
Machine Gun Kelly, born Richard Colson Baker, 
had on a pair of eye-catching distressed denim 
jeans that were covered in various doodles and 
paint splatters.He tucked his unique bottoms into 
a pair of bright white combat boots with black 
laces that he tied around his ankles. The Bloody 
Valentine hitmaker puts his vast tattoo collection 
on display by throwing on a semi-sheer black tee.
His signature bleach blonde hair, which is cur-
rently cut into a mohawk, looked noticeably 
unstyled and it flowed about in the breeze as he 
walked. Kelly charged down the sidewalk carry-
ing his essential belongings in a black designer 
backpack.He had a chain attached to his belt loops 
that coordinated with the chains around his neck 
and wrists.The singer-songwriter got behind the 
wheel of his purple luxurious Aston Martin. Casie, 
whom Kelly shares with ex Emma Cannon, kept 
casual for her day out with dad in a pair of grey 
leggings and a plain white tee.VoM

‘Would say yes’ if boy-
friend Alex: Perrie 

LONDON
Perrie Edwards has hinted a marriage proposal 
from her soccer star boyfriend Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain would be met with a “yes”.The Little 
Mix star and the Liverpool player, who are both 
27, have been dating since 2016 and recently cel-
ebrated their fourth anniversary.In a chat on British 
radio show Capital Breakfast, she and bandmate 
Leigh-Anne Pinnock spoke to hosts Roman Kemp 
and Sonny Jay about their love lives and Leigh-
Anne’s recent engagement to another soccer star, 
Andre Gray, on their fourth anniversary in May.
Asked by Roman if she’d accept a proposal, Perrie 
initially said she’d have to “think about it” before 
discussing Andre’s proposal and joking that Alex 
had not been quite so romantic at the same stage 
in their relationship.The singer revealed: “Me and 
Leigh-Anne were just chatting and Andre wanted 
to wait for their anniversary, was it four years 
Leigh?’ I was like, aww your four year, I just had 
my 4 year anniversary and I got a Dairy Milk bar 
of chocolate!”VoM

Bureau Reuter
LONDON

Mercedes expect to start contract 
talks with Lewis Hamilton in the 
next few days now the Briton has 
clinched a record-equalling seventh 
Formula One world championship, 
team boss Toto Wolff has said.The 
35-year-old Hamilton’s current 
deal ends next month.“Flying back 
from a seventh drivers’ champion-
ship, you can’t talk about a con-
tract. It wouldn’t do justice to the 

achievement,” the Austrian told 
the BBC.“We’re going to give it a 
few days then we are going to talk 
about it.”Wolff told reporters jok-
ingly after Hamilton won Sunday’s 
Turkish Grand Prix to clinch the 
title, and equal Ferrari great Michael 
Schumacher’s seven, that Hamilton 
had “got really more expensive”.He 
also indicated that there was still 
no rush.“I think more than likely 
we are looking towards the end of 
the year,” the Austrian said of the 
timeframe.“Not that we wouldn’t 
find time for each other but I don’t 
want to put ourselves under pres-
sure to say before Bahrain or before 
Abu Dhabi we will announce a new 
contract because there isn’t any 
pressure. When it’s done it’s done.” 
Formula One heads to Bahrain next 
week for races on successive week-
ends before the Dec. 13 finale in 

Abu Dhabi.Both sides have said 
they want to continue but just have 
to put pen to paper.“We’ve got three 
weeks in the Middle East -- so, now 
it’s a bit more chilled but I still have 
three races ahead of me that I want 
to win,” Hamilton said on Sunday 
when asked about the talks. “It’s 
not done but we will get it done, 
I’m sure.”Mercedes have won the 
last seven constructors’ and driv-
ers’ titles and the cars and rules are 
substantially the same next year. 
Hamilton is now Formula One’s most 
successful driver of all time, with 
a record 94 wins.“He loves racing 
and the competition, as does the 
team and myself... so I see us going 
for more next year, maybe putting 
another great year on and then ob-
viously we have this tremendous, 
challenging regulations change for 
2022,” said Wolff. 

Staff Report
KARACHI

With the brilliant knock by star batsman 
Babar Azam, Karachi Kings on Tuesday 
crushed Lahore Qalandars in the final 
match of Pakistan Super League (PSL) to 
lift the maiden PSL trophy.The Karachi 
team, captained by Imad Wasim, became 
the first champions in this T20 league by 
winning by 5 wickets.Playing first, Lahore 
Qalandars scored 134 for 7 in 20 overs in 
the final match of the league’s fifth season 
played at the National Stadium in Karachi 
on Tuesday, after which the Karachi Kings 
achieved the target in 18.4 overs, losing 
5 wickets with the help of Babar Azam’s 
brilliant innings.Babar hit 7 fours in his 
unbeaten innings of 49 balls. He com-
pleted his fifty off 40 balls with fours off 
the fourth ball of the 15th over of Pacer 
Shaheen Shah Afridi’s innings. Babar added 
61 runs for the third wicket with Walton 
Chadwick (22).Chasing a 135-run target, 

Karachi’s first wicket fell as Sharjeel Khan 
(13), who was caught by Fakhar Zaman off 
Samit Patel. Sharjeel hit 2 fours off 12 balls. 
Then Alex Hales (11) was bowled by Dilbar 
Hussain, who hit a four off 11 balls. Babar 
led the innings with Walton and took the 
team’s score to 100. Walton scored 22 off 
27 balls with the help of a four which was 
lbw out by Dilbar Hussain.For the Lahore 
team, Haris Rauf took two wickets, which 
showed the way of pavilion to Iftikhar 
Ahmed (4) and Sherfan Rutherford (0) on 
consecutive balls of the 18th over. Apart 
from him, Dilbar Hussain took 2 wickets 
while Samit Patel got one wicket.The final 
-- one of the most anticipated in the PSL 
s short history, given the rivalry between 
Pakistan s two biggest cities -- failed to 
live up to the hype as Lahore managed just 
134-7 after winning the toss and batting 
on a flat National Stadium pitch.The Kings 
will take home a glittering trophy plus a 
$500,000 purse, while Lahore received 

$200,000.The fifth edition of Pakistan s 
inaugural Twenty20 league started on 
February 20, but was abandoned after 30 
of its 34 matches after England player Alex 
Hales, playing for Kings, reported symp-
toms of Covid-19.

Benchmark KSE-100 index rises 
147.92 points to settle at 40,652.67

Bureau Report
KARACHI

A day after a bearish close, the bourse turned 
bullish on Tuesday, however, trading remained 
lacklustre despite a host of positive triggers.A 
rally in global markets, triggered by upbeat 
news about another Covid-19 vaccine, failed to 
fully reflect at the Pakistan Stock Exchange and 
resultantly, the KSE-100 index closed higher by 
a modest 148 points.American firm Moderna 
claimed that its Covid-19 vaccine was 94.5% 
effective in clinical trials, which drove bullish 
sentiment in the international equity markets.
In addition, encouraging foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) data, which climbed to a 10-month 
high of $317.4 million in October, also failed 
to entice investors to build fresh positions in a 
big way.Overall, investors were optimistic but 
trading remained subdued, which was reflected 
in thin volumes. Expectations of monetary pol-
icy announcement early next week played on 
investors’ mind and they remained cautious.
Earlier, trading kicked off on a positive note and 
the KSE-100 index climbed nearly 500 points in 
early hours. However, the optimism faded as the 
session progressed and most of the gains were 
erased. Nevertheless, the investors maintained 

the buying momentum, helping the index close 
with modest gains.At close, the benchmark 
KSE-100 index recorded an increase of 147.92 
points, or 0.37%, to settle at 40,652.67 points.
Arif Habib Limited, in its report, stated that 
the market traded in the positive zone for the 
entire session. However, the activity remained 
lacklustre for a lack of clear triggers for the 
market.“The State Bank of Pakistan is expected 
to announce monetary policy in the coming 
week, which gives investors a reason to switch 
portfolio positions as per their views on the 
policy rate. Banking sector stocks, especially 
UBL and MCB, stole the limelight,” it said.The 

exploration and production sector faced selling 
pressure after making strides earlier in the ses-
sion, which followed the climb in international 
crude oil prices.Volumes remained thin, where 
none of the top volume leaders could cross 10 
million shares, it said.JS Global analyst Maaz 
Mulla said bears were defeated and the mar-
ket closed in the green zone. The benchmark 
KSE-100 index opened positive and touched a 
high of +459 points.The market remained in the 
green throughout the day and closed at 40,653 
(+148 points). Overall volumes stood at 150 
million shares, while traded value came in at 
$40 million.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund 
(PIF) has reduced its equity holdings in 
US companies by almost $3 billion, includ-
ing selling its remaining stake in Warren 
Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway, according to 
new official figures.The PIF cut its expo-
sure to American firms to $7.05 billion as 
of Sept. 30, down 30 percent from $10.1 bil-
lion the previous quarter, it said in a filing 
on Monday to the US Securities and Exchange 

Commission (SEC).The fund maintained its 
shares in ride-hailing firm Uber, where its 
stake is worth $2.657 billion; entertain-
ment operator Live Nation, where it owns 
shares worth $677 million; and cruise ship 
company Carnival, where its stake was val-
ued at $771.6 million.It also has interests 
in sustainable energy firm Suncor Energy 
($623.4 million) and human resources 
management services firm Automatic Data 
Processing ($206.7 million), while it bought 
a $154.6 million stake in gold mining firm 
NovaGold.During the second quarter of 
the year, PIF sold 50 percent of its stake in 
Berkshire Hathaway, the investment firm led 
by Warren Buffett, and now has offloaded the 
remainder of its shares, worth around $39 
million, according to the filing.PIF’s divest-
ment comes as Berkshire Hathaway released 
its own quarterly SEC filing the same day, 
showing that Buffett has reduced his holding 
in iPhone manufacturer Apple and pinned 
his investment hopes on pharmaceuticals, 
with stakes in brands such as Merck, Bristol 

Myers Squibb, AbbVie and Pfizer.The fund 
also exited from Silicon Valley technology 
firm Cisco, freight hauler Union Pacific, on-
line travel operator Booking Holdings, and 
hydrocarbon explorer Canadian Natural.PIF 
regularly adjusts its exposure to US com-
panies. In the second quarter of this year 
it sold its remaining shares in household 
names such as Boeing, Facebook, Marriott 
International and Walt Disney.The fund has 
focused on India in recent months, taking a 
$1.3 billion stake in Reliance Retail Ventures 
Ltd. and a $1.5 billion holding in digital ser-
vices firm Jio Platforms, a trend that is likely 
to continue.“Although the US will remain an 
important destination, there is a shift toward 
developing and expanding relations closer 
to home, notably India,” Rachna Uppal, di-
rector of research at consultancy firm Azure 
Strategy, told Reuters.PIF was set up five 
years ago and manages around $360 billion 
of funds. It invests in a portfolio of inter-
national companies in a bid to reduce the 
Kingdom’s reliance on hydrocarbons.

Saudi PIF exits Warren Buffett flagship

UAE stocks get a 
double upgrade from 

Morgan Stanley
Bureaau Report

Dubai
UAE stocks are highly exposed 

to a broad recovery, with posi-
tive virus vaccine news “far from 
priced”, according to Morgan 
Stanley.Dubai and Abu Dhabi-
listed shares, which are lagging 
emerging market peers this year, 
got a double-upgrade to tactical 
overweight as their exposure to 
cyclical sectors including tourism, 
leisure and financials - a burden 
during the pandemic so far - stands 
to benefit from upcoming vaccines, 
strategists wrote in a note.Morgan 
Stanley had previously double-up-
graded UAE shares to overweight 
in February 2019, citing an early 
recovery in the property sector 
and appealing valuations. That 
view was reversed this year as the 
coronavirus  triggered a slump in 
oil price, the main source of rev-
enue for economies in the Gulf, 
and hit the country’s tourism and 
real estate industries. ”The UAE’s 
cyclical recovery has already 
begun,” the analysts wrote, noting 
stronger third-quarter spending as 
local residents consumed at home 
rather than abroad during the hot 
summer. They also consider the 
country’s handling of the pandemic 
to be among the strongest in the 
eastern Europe, the Middle East 
and Africa (EEMEA) region, and 
believe the winter tourism season 
will be better than expected. Their 
decision to rate the country tactical 
overweight, rather than outright 
overweight, 

Bureau Report
BEIJING

Chinese tech giant Huawei is selling its budget-
price Honor smartphone brand in an effort to 
rescue the struggling business from damaging 
US sanctions imposed on its parent company.The 
move announced Tuesday is aimed at reviving 
Honor by separating it from Huawei’s network 
equipment business, which Washington says is 
a security threat, an accusation Huawei denies. 
It is under sanctions that block access to most 
US processor chips and other technology.Huawei 
Technologies’s announcement gave no financial 
details but said the company will have no own-
ership stake once the sale is completed. Huawei 
will retain its flagship Huawei smartphone 
brand.The buyer is a state-owned company in 
Shenzhen, the southern city where Huawei is 
headquartered, and a group of Honor retailers. 
Earlier news reports on rumors of a possible sale 
put the price as high as $15 billion.“The move has 
been made by Honor’s industry chain to ensure 
its own survival,” said the Huawei statement. The 
buyers said in a separate statement the split was 
“the best solution” to protect customers and em-
ployees.Huawei, China’s first global tech brand 
and the biggest maker of switching equipment 

used by phone and Internet companies, is at 
the center of US-Chinese tension over technol-
ogy, security and spying. The feud has spread to 
include the popular Chinese-owned video app 
TikTok and messaging service WeChat.Tuesday’s 
announcements gave no indication how Honor 
planned to regain access to US chips and other 
technology including Google’s popular music, 
maps and other services. Other Chinese smart-
phone brands such as Xiaomi, Oppo and Vivo op-
erate without such restrictions.“In theory, Honor 
would be like any other Chinese OEM (manufac-
turer),” said Kiranjeet Kaur of IDC in an email. 
However, he said Honor needs time to restore 
access to suppliers and set up its own research 
and development.“The challenge remains how 
quickly it detaches itself from its dependence 
on Huawei and gets access to all the relevant 
tech,” said Kaur.US security complaints focus 
on Huawei’s network gear and leading role in 
next-generation telecom technology.American 
officials say Huawei might facilitate Chinese 
spying, which the company denies. They also 
see Chinese government-supported technology 
development as a threat to US industrial domi-
nance. The Trump administration is lobbying 
European and other allies to exclude Huawei 

and other Chinese suppliers as they upgrade 
networks.Meanwhile, Huawei’s chief financial 
officer, Meng Wanzhou, the daughter of com-
pany founder Ren Zhengfei, is under arrest in 
Canada and fighting extradition to the United 
States to face charges related to possible viola-
tions of trade sanctions on Iran.Sanctions im-
posed last year block Huawei’s access to most 
US processor chips and other technology. Those 
were tightened in May when the White House 
barred manufacturers worldwide from using 
US technology to produce chips for Huawei, 
including those designed by its own engineers.
The buyer is Shenzhen Zhixin New Information 
Technology Co. 

Huawei selling Honor phone brand in face of US sanctions

Bureau Report
Slovakia

Novak Djokovic produced a masterclass against Argentina’s 
Diego Schwartzman on Monday as he embarked on his campaign 
for a record-equaling sixth title at the ATP Finals in London.The 
world No. 1 wobbled at the start of the match against the diminu-
tive eighth seed, making his debut at the elite eight-man event 
but recovered to win 6-3, 6-2.Djokovic, who has already sealed 
the yearend No. 1  spot for a record-equaling sixth time, is aim-
ing to match the absent Roger Federer, who holds the record of 
six ATP Finals wins.The Serbian, 33, has enjoyed another spar-
kling season despite the coronavirus interruption, winning four 
titles including the Australian Open.He came into the match at 
an empty O2 Arena with a 5-0 record against Schwartzman but 
the Argentine debutant started impressively, breaking Djokovic 
in the third game.The 28-year-old double-faulted in the follow-
ing game to hand Djokovic two break points and the Serbian 
seized his chance to restore parity. Djokovic upped his level of 
consistency and ground down his opponent, who stands just 5 
feet 7 inches (170 centimetres) tall, breaking again in the eighth 
game and converting his first set point with a powerful serve 
down the T.He secured another break in the first game of the 
second set to take an iron grip on the match.Djokovic repeated 
the feat in the fifth game when Schwartzman went wide with a 
forehand and although the Argentine added a bit of respectability 
to the scoreline with a hold, it merely delayed the inevitable.“The 
beginning of the match wasn’t that great for me,” said the top 
seed. “He broke my serve in the third game but I managed to 
re-break. It was a close encounter until I broke his serve at 4-3. 
I managed to close out the first set.“Obviously in the second set 
I started swinging through the ball a bit more, bit less hesitation 
from both corners and I was very pleased with the way I played 
in the second set especially.”

Subdued activity limits gains at PSX

Mercedes aiming to start Hamilton contract talks in days

Djokovic sweeps aside 
Schwartzman at ATP Finals
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
World stock markets grabbed a well-
earned breather on Tuesday after a sec-
ond major coronavirus vaccine boost in 
the space of a week had propelled them 
higher again and put Europe on course 
for its best month nearly three decades. 
The pan-European STOXX 600 dipped 
0.4% .STOXX on the day with Wall Street 
set to follow, but there was little sign of 
an end to the November bull run that 
has also seen confidence-sensitive com-
modities and emerging markets surge. 
[.EU] [EMRG/FRX] [O/R]  MSCI’s main 
49-country world stocks index was 
perched at a record high having risen 
11% and every day but one this month, 
while China’s yuan hit a near 2-1/2 year 
peak in the currency markets as the U.S. 
dollar continued to sag. [/FRX] Investors 
are in “full bull” mode, BofA’s monthly 
investor survey showed on Tuesday.  
With global economic growth and profit 
expectations running at a 20-year high 
among those the bank surveyed, the “re-
opening rotation” back into coronavirus-
hit sectors is likely to continue for the 
rest of the year, BofA added, although 
they did also recommend cashing in in 
the coming weeks or months. The latest 
boost had come from Moderna MRNA.O, 
which said on Monday its experimental 

COVID-19 vaccine was 94.5% effec-
tive in preventing infection based on 
interim late-stage data. The U.S.-based 
firm became the second drugmaker, af-
ter Pfizer PFE.N, to announce promising 
data. The news had sent its shares up 
nearly 10%, though it was electric car 
maker Tesla TLSA.O in the fast lane on 
Tuesday, racing up 11% in premarket 
moves after it won a spot in the S&P 500. 
[.N] Up about 450% in 2020, the Califor-
nia firm has become the most valuable 
auto company in the world, by far, de-
spite production that is a fraction of ri-
vals such as Toyota 7203.T, Volkswagen 
VOWG_p.DE and General Motors GM.N. 
MSCI’s broadest index of Asia-Pacific 
shares outside Japan .MIAPJ0000PUS 
gained 0.2% overnight, a day after hit-
ting its highest level since launching in 
1987. [.T][.SS] Japan’s Nikkei 225 .N225 
rose 0.4% after hitting a 29-year high 
the day before, but Chinese blue chips 

.CSI300 dipped as recent bond defaults 
hit sentiment. “The market is assuming 
that we can see the end of the tunnel, 
that in 2022 a large part of the world’s 
population will start to receive access 
to vaccines,” said Herald van der Linde, 
HSBC’s head of equity strategy for Asia 
Pacific. There were initial indications 
that this was sparking a change in inves-
tors’ attitudes, he added. The positive 
vaccine news helped oil prices add to 
their 16% November gains. U.S. crude 
CLc1 inched up to $41.57 per barrel af-
ter rising 3.02% on Monday, and Brent 
LCOc1 gained 0.7% after a 2.43% jump 
the day before. In currency markets, 
China’s central bank on Tuesday lifted 
its official yuan midpoint to the highest 
in nearly 29 months, underpinned by 
solid gains in spot prices a day earlier on 
the back of strong economic data. “The 
authorities are making a lot of effort to 
prevent the yuan from rising too fast,” 
said a trader at a Chinese bank. The vac-
cine news also helped the risk-friendly 
Australian dollar AUD=D4, which 
climbed to a one-week high against its 
U.S. counterpart. Rising virus case num-
bers in the United States clouded views 
on the dollar, adding to the 10.5% drop 
it has seen against a basket of major 
currencies since March =USD. Reutes

ISTANBUL 
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo paid a 
fraught visit to Istanbul on Tuesday that in-
cluded no official meetings and an agenda 
focused on religious freedoms that Ankara 
dismissed as “irrelevant.” Ties between 
Washington and its strategic NATO ally have 
remained tense despite a personal friend-
ship between US President Donald Trump 
and his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. A group of 20 to 30 Turks shouted 
“Yankee go home!” as the evangelical Chris-
tian Pompeo headed in for a meeting with 
the Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constan-
tinople – the spiritual leader of the Greek 
Orthodox world – to express his “strong po-
sition” on religious freedoms. Pompeo had 
publicly criticized Erdogan’s controversial 
conversion of Istanbul’s emblematic Hagia 
Sophia monument into a mosque in July. “An 
incredible privilege to be here,” Pompeo told 
the patriarch. The foreign ministry declared 
ahead of Pompeo’s arrival that the US should 
“first look in the mirror” before making an 
issue of the “completely irrelevant” subject 
of the freedom of faith in Turkey. Pompeo’s 
seven-nation tour has been complicated by 
his unabashed support of Trump’s unsub-
stantiated claim of election fraud – and at-
tempts by US allies to position themselves 
for Joe Biden’s incoming presidency. The US 

diplomat’s two-night stay in Paris included a 
meeting with French President Emmanuel 
Macron but no press conference that usu-
ally follows such talks. Yet the Turkish leg 
seemed destined for problems from the 
start. Officials said Pompeo wanted to visit 
Istanbul to see the patriarch and was only 
ready to meet Erdogan and Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu on the condition 
they come to him from the capital Ankara. A 
meeting seemed possible after intense nego-
tiations before the talks fell apart. “This was 
a scheduling issue,” a senior US official said. 
“President Erdogan’s schedule shifted and 
made it impossible to fit the parameters that 
from the very beginning we had set out.” It is 
difficult to gauge whether the election of Joe 
Biden – whom Erdogan congratulated three 
days after his victory was called by US me-
dia – played a role in the imbroglio. But it will 
mean Pompeo will fail to discuss with Turk-

ish officials the very problems he pointed to 
Monday after a meeting in Paris with Ma-
cron. “President Macron and I spent a lot of 
time discussing Turkey’s recent actions and 
we agreed they are very aggressive,” Pompeo 
told the French daily Le Figaro. Macron has 
sparred with Erdogan on a range of regional 
issues and shares Pompeo’s mistrust of Tur-
key’s robust foreign policy stance. Pompeo 
cited Turkey’s “support” to Azerbaijan in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict with Armenia 
and repeated claims denied by Ankara that 
it had “deployed Syrian forces” in support of 
the Azerbaijani troops. “We also mentioned 
its action in Libya where it also sent forces 
from third party countries, and its action 
in the eastern Mediterranean. I could con-
tinue this list,” Pompeo said. “Europe and 
the United States must work together to 
convince Erdogan such actions are not in the 
interest of his people.” The issues add to the 
dispute over Ankara’s controversial acquisi-
tion of Russian advanced S-400 anti-missile 
systems. The purchase, according to US law, 
should trigger immediate sanctions but 
Trump gave Turkey a reprieve. The Turkish 
military tested the S-400s just weeks before 
the US vote. “Sanctions is very much some-
thing that is on the table” and are a “very 
real” possibility, the US State Department 
warned last month. App

BRUSSELS
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
warned Tuesday that the military organiza-
tion could pay a heavy price for leaving Af-
ghanistan too early, after a US official said 
President Donald Trump is expected to with-
draw a significant number of American troops 
from the conflict-ravaged country in coming 
weeks. NATO has fewer than 12,000 troops 
from dozens of nations in Afghanistan helping 
to train and advise the national security forces. 
US troops frequently make up about half that 
number, and the 30-nation alliance relies 
heavily on the United States armed forces for 
transport, logistics and other support. “We 
now face a difficult decision. We have been in 
Afghanistan for almost 20 years, and no NATO 
ally wants to stay any longer than necessary. 
But at the same time, the price for leaving too 
soon or in an uncoordinated way could be 
very high,” Stoltenberg said in a statement. 
He said the country still “risks becoming once 
again a platform for international terrorists to 
plan and organize attacks on our homelands. 
And Daesh (Islamic State) could rebuild in Af-
ghanistan the terror caliphate it lost in Syria 
and Iraq.” The US decision comes just days 
after Trump installed a new slate of loyalists 

in top Pentagon positions who share his frus-
tration with the continued troop presence in 
the war zones. The expected plans would cut 
US troop numbers almost in half by Jan. 15, 
leaving 2,500 troops in Afghanistan. US offi-
cials said military leaders were told over the 
weekend about the planned withdrawal and 
that an executive order is in the works but has 
not yet been delivered to commanders. NATO 
took charge of the international security effort 
in Afghanistan in 2003, two years after a US-
led coalition ousted the Taliban for harboring 
former Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden. In 
2014, it began to train and advise Afghan se-
curity forces, but has gradually pulled troops 
out in line with a US-brokered peace deal. 
Stoltenberg said that “even with further US 
reductions, NATO will continue its mission to 
train, advise and assist the Afghan security 
forces. We are also committed to funding them 
through 2024.” NATO’s security operation in 
the country is its biggest and most ambitious 
undertaking ever. It was launched after the 
military alliance activated its mutual defense 
clause — known as Article 5 — for the first 
time, mobilizing all the allies in support of 
the United States in the wake of the 9/11 at-
tacks on New York and Washington. Reuters

LAHORE 
In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence said that India is depriving Kashmiri 
people of all their basic rights to maintain 
its illegal occupation. APHC spokesman in 
a statement issued in Srinagar said that 
Indian government has enacted several 
laws including land and domicile laws to 
change the demography of the territory. 
The spokesman said that India is target-
ing innocent civilians on the Line of Con-
trol to divert attention of the international 
community from the dire human rights 
violations in IIOJK. He called upon the in-
ternational community to play its role in re-
solving the Kashmir dispute in accordance 
with the aspirations of the Kashmiri people 
and the UN Security Council resolutions. 
An analytical report released by Kashmir 
Media Service, today, said India in viola-
tion of all international rules and regula-
tions regarding a disputed territory took a 
series of moves to allow outsiders to settle 
and purchase land in occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir to change its Muslim majority sta-
tus. The report quoted a recent article by 

Mary Hunter, who is a research fellow at 
the London Institute of South Asia, to have 
drawn a comparison between the chang-
ing of demographics by India in IIOJK and 
Israeli settlements in occupied Palestine. 
Meanwhile, Senior Congress leader Thakur 
Balbir Singh in a statement in Jammu criti-
cized the Modi-led fascist Indian govern-
ment for victimizing Kashmiri people and 
demanded revocation of new land laws. VoM

Industrial Expo create 
nexus between Paki- China 

firms: Peng Zhengwu

ISLAMABAD
The National Assembly Standing Committee on Plan-
ning, Development and Special Initiatives Tuesday 
passed the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
Authority (Amendment) Bill 2020 with majority 
votes. The meeting chaired by Junaid Akbar, MNA 
discussed in detail the draft of the Bill and decided 
to pass it with majority of votes. The Committee in-
quired from the Ministry of Planning that what salary 
package was being given to present Chairman CPEC. 
The Ministry replied that salary was not being paid to 
Chairman, CPEC and that he had not signed any MoU 
after the expiry of the CPEC Ordinance. The members 
who submitted their note of dissent against the Bill 
included Muhammad Sajjad, Ahsan Iqbal Chaudhary, 
Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhary, Sardar Mu-
hammad Irfan Dogar and Syed Agha Rafiullah. The 
meeting was also attended by Minister for Planning 
Asad Umar, MNAs Sher Akbar Khan, Saleh Muham-
mad, Shaukat Ali, Syed Faiz-ul-Hassan, Nawab Sher, 
Dr. Seemi Bokhari, Imran Khattak, and Muhammad 
Sajjad. Earlier the committee inquired the compli-
ance status of its previous three meetings and the 
Ministry responded positively. The Committee direct-
ed Higher Education Commission (HEC) to give de-
tailed briefing on their financial needs so that it could 
be able to recommend additional funds for HEC. VoM

ISLAMABAD
It is for the first time that Pakistan’s small & 
medium sized local companies have got in touch 
with the top high-tech Chinese enterprises which 
offered them a meticulous opportunity to revamp 
their business practices, earning standards and 
future development trajectories. The companies 
took advantage of Pakistan’s first ever Offline & 
Online Pakistan Industrial Expo 2020 that ended 
here on Sunday. Peng Zhengwu, Deputy Consul 
General, Chinese Consulate Lahore, expressed 
these views while talking to Gwadar Pro. He 
said that Pakistan Industrial Expo 2020 gave a 
big push to the industrial cooperation between 
China and Pakistan on the basis of CEPC Phase 
I. “It is the right time to promote the business 
opportunity as the infrastructures of power and 
transportation are already well in place,” he 
added. He said that it was also an encouragement 
to both sides to get more connected, surmounting 
the perilous challenge of COVID-19 pandemic. 
“On-line exchanges opened a new gate for the 
enterprises and this time response remained 
promising,” he stated. He added, “It is a manifesto 
that solutions are always out of questions. The 
Pakistan side, together with the Chinese partner, 
has done a great job. As we are pushing forward 
CEPC Phase II, wonderful visions are just steps 
ahead. Industrialization, technical advancement 
and modernization are the salient feature of 
tomorrow’s Pakistan.” On the occasion, Pakistan 
China Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(PCJCCI) general secretary Muhammad Salahuddin 
Hanif said that expo became heartthrob of those 
local businessmen hailing from remote areas 
of Pakistan. “From far flung localities, traders 
kept pouring in expo during all three days of 
expo. They established their communication to 
Chinese businessmen through their Pakistani 
representatives on the installs held at expo,” he 
added. “In Future we plan to hold such expo in 
small cities and towns, facilitating common traders 
irrespective of its business size to get connected 
with Chinese companies so that trickle-down 
effects of trade and investment may be realized 
at lower level in Pakistan,” he announced. On the 
last day of expo, around 60 stalls of 16 diverse 
sectors instilled the sense of B2B promotion. 
Industrial Expo 2020 was organized by PCJCCI and 
Everest International Expo. The COVID-19 SOPs 
were observed during the event as arrangements 
were made to provide face mask and sanitizer for 
every visitor while temperature got checked at 
the entry point. VoM

Maj Gen (Retd) Ijaz Awan (Defense Analyst)
Islamabad   

Dr. Rasheed Ahmed Khan states that India 
is habitual of misleading the world through 
falsehood. Pakistan has sufficient evidence 
that India is involved in committing subver-
sive activities to destabilize Pakistan. India 
is a terrorist state and committing state 
terrorism to destabilize regional peace and 
stability.  The indigenous freedom move-
ment in IIOJK should not be equated with 
terrorism. The Indian political and mili-
tary leadership has confessed that India 
is financing terrorists to sabotage peace in 
Pakistan. The international media has also 
exposed India’s hegemonic designs and 
expansionist policies. Islamabad needs to 
pursue aggressive diplomacy in order to 
counter India’s nefarious designs. The In-
dian lobby is maligning Pakistan’s image at 
the international front. Pakistan has many 
options to counter India’s hegemonic poli-
cies. India must act as a responsible state 
and make collective efforts for regional 
development. Indian political leadership 
must realize that India cannot rise without 

taking its neighbors on board. Pakistan is 
a responsible nuclear state and we have 
always endorsed every initiative taken for 
regional development. Islamabad is always 
ready to positively engage with India for 
regional peace and progress. Dr. Salman 
Shah (Advisor to the Chief Minister of 
Punjab on Economic Affairs and Planning 
& Development): National job portal is an 
excellent opportunity for youth to come 
forward and get jobs as per their qualifi-
cation. It is the responsibility of the gov-
ernment to connect the youth with the job 
market. Pakistan can get maximum benefit 
of its geographical location and can utilize 
its man power in a more effective manner. 
Ehsaas program is an effective program 
to facilitate the marginalized segments of 
society and make them survive in criti-
cal situations. The Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has directed to increase the number 
of Ehsaas beneficiaries to make sure that 
maximum number of persons are being fa-
cilitated in the time of high food prices. The 
incumbent government is committed to do 
everything possible to ensure that our eco-

nomic activities are not hampered due to 
Covid-19 pandemic. It is the responsibility 
of the public to observe all precautionary 
measures to contain the spread of Corona-
virus. We can only come out of pandemic’s 
adverse effects through collective efforts. 
Aftab Jahangir (PTI leader): The PTI-led 
government has generated massive job 
opportunities to facilitate the youth of the 
country. Pakistan is blessed with talented 
and skilled youth which has great potential 
of progress. Tiger force is an effective plat-
form to utilize youth in constructive and 
positive activities. The volunteers from 
all over the country showed their willing-
ness to serve the country. Positive deeds 
always have positive outcomes. It is the 
need of the hour to provide job opportuni-
ties to the youth. It is the top most priority 
of the government to give maximum rep-
resentation to youth in policy making. We 
acknowledge that the youth of Pakistan is 
well equipped to support the government 
in combating the future challenges. The 
youth has a key role to play in containing 
the spread of Covid-19 pandemic. VoM

Indian belligerent strategies deteriorating regional peace
Dr. Rasheed Ahmed Khan states that India is habitual of misleading the world through 

falsehood. 
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Japan desires to 
consolidate economic ties 
with Pakistan: japanese 

ambassador
BEIJING

Ambassador of  Japan 
to Pakistan Excellency 
Kuninori  Matsuda called 
on the Special  Assistant 
to the Prime Minister on 
Information & Broadcast-
ing,  Raoof Hasan,  and here 
on Monday and discussed 
with him matters relating 
to mutual cooperation be-
tween the two countries. 
Bilateral  matters includ-
ing economic cooperation, 
trade and tourism devel-
opment and improving 
cultural  t ies between Pak-
istan and Japan came un-
der discussion during the 
meeting.  Prospects of  ex-
panding cooperation in dif-
ferent f ields including me-
dia were discussed during 
the meeting.  SAPM Raoof 
Hasan acknowledged Japa-
nese assistance to Pakistan 
in different f ields includ-
ing health,  education,  me-
dia and technology sectors. 
Ambassador Matsuda sug-
gested think-tank to thank-
tank level  cooperation be-
tween the two countries. 
Matters relating to region-
al  stability in the context of 
Afghanistan peace process 
were also discussed.  SAPM 
Raoof Hasan suggested that 
NHK and PTV may initiate 
co-production of  documen-
taries as joint ventures. 
Ambassador Matsuda high-
lighted the historical  as-
pect of  Pakistan-Japan re-
lations.  SAPM Raoof Hasan 
mentioned that there is 
immense scope for expand-
ing mutual cooperation be-
tween the two countries. 
Counsellor and Head of  Pro-
tocol  and General  Affairs of 
the Japanese Embassy,  Mr. 
Takekida Masao,  was also 
present in the meeting.  VoM




