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"We have no desire to become involved 
in a heated conflict. We will do whatever 

it takes to defend our country."

Federal Minister for 
Railways

Sheikh Rasheed

Pakistan rejects India’s response on its dossier 
concerning Indian state sponsorship of terrorism

China condemns U.S. coercion towards Chinese 
enterprises

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan attains special 
collaboration at CAEXPO to 
be held in Nanning, China 

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan will be a special partner country at the 
forthcoming 17th China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) 
scheduled to be held on November 27-30 in Nan-
ning, Guangxi province of China. The CAEXPO will 
be co-sponsored by the Ministry of Commerce of 
China and its counterparts in the 10 ASEAN mem-
ber countries as well as the ASEAN Secretariat. With 
rigorous epidemic prevention and control, the CA-
EXPO will be held both physically and “on cloud”. 
The opening ceremony will be held online with the 
main venue set up in Nanning Convention and Exhi-
bition Center. A number of major events will be held 
to send a new signal of China-ASEAN cooperation 
to businesses around the world. For the first time, 
an exhibition area will be set up for Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area cooperation, 
and a promotion conference be held for the China 
(Guangxi) Pilot Free Trade Zone, to provide more 
trading opportunities for enterprises from all coun-
tries. Eight high-level forums will be held during the 
event covering the fields including China-ASEAN 
FTA, health, international industrial cooperation, 
technology transfer, information harbor, statistics, 
insurance, and electricity. Nearly 100 people includ-
ing eight Consuls General and other diplomats from 
16 countries’ Consulates General in Guangzhou—
Pakistan, Cambodia, Japann, the Republic of Korea, 
Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Australia, 
Viet Nam, Belgium, Laos, Malaysia, Poland, Singa-
pore and Brazil attended a conference recently held 
for promotion of the CAEXPO in Guangzhou. App

Oil moves higher on latest Covid-19 vaccine progress
US firm Moderna says 

its experimental vaccine 
is 94.5% effective in pre-

venting Covid-19
Bureau Reporter

LONDON 
Oil prices climbed on Monday, recoup-

ing some losses from the previous ses-
sion after US company Moderna Inc said 
its experimental vaccine was 94.5% 
effective in preventing Covid-19. Brent 
crude futures for January LCOc1 were 
up $1.48, or 3.5%, to $44.26 a bar-
rel by 1215 GMT, while US West Texas 
Intermediate crude for December CLc1 
was at $41.63, up $1.5 or 3.7%. Prices 
were also buoyed by new data showing a 
rebound in the world’s second and third 
largest economies, China and Japan, as 
figures showed Chinese refineries pro-
cessed the most crude ever in October on 
a daily basis. Moderna’s announcement 
comes after Pfizer Inc reported last week 
that its vaccine was more than 90% ef-
fective, raising hopes that the damage to 
the global economy from the pandemic 
could be reduced. Both WTI and Brent 
gained more than 8% last week on hopes 
for a vaccine for Covid-19 and that the 

Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) and its allies, includ-
ing Russia, would maintain lower output 
next year to support prices. The group, 
known as OPEC+, has been cutting pro-
duction by about 7.7 million barrels a 
day (bpd), with compliance rate seen 
at 101% in October, and had planned to 
increase output by 2 million bpd from 
January. OPEC+ is set to hold a ministe-
rial committee meeting on Tuesday that 
could recommend changes to production 
quotas when all the ministers meet on 
November 30 and December 1. “There 

is no denying that the oil market is fully 
in the hands of OPEC+,” SEB chief com-
modity analyst Bjarne Schieldrop said. 
“The organisation is the only reason 
why oil prices today are not $20 a bar-
rel. As such, their upcoming meeting 
on November 30 and December 1 is no 
less hugely important.” However, Libya’s 
speedy recovery in production to more 
than 1.2 million bpd presents a challenge 
to OPEC+ cuts, while a slowdown in traf-
fic across Europe and the United States 
has dampened fuel demand recovery 
hopes this winter.  Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
In a statement today (Monday), Foreign Office 

Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri said 
India stands fully exposed and it has typically 
resorted to sophistry, obfuscation and re-fab-
rication. Bland denials and regurgitation of old 
litany of charges, however, will not change facts. 
The Dossier presented by Pakistan extensively 
documents India’s active planning, promot-
ing, aiding, abetting, financing and execution 
of terrorist activities against Pakistan. Since 
2001, Pakistan has faced more than 19,000 
terrorist attacks on its soil and suffered 83,000 
causalities. The direct economic losses have 
been upward of US $ 126 billion. As a result of 
India’s sponsorship of terrorism, from across 
our borders, Pakistan continues to suffer im-
mensely. Meanwhile, India has mischievously 
masqueraded as a ‘victim’ of terrorism and 
sought to mislead the international community 
by hypocritically levelling terrorism-related al-
legations against Pakistan. It has also conducted 
false flag operations in IIOJK and inside India 
to malign Pakistan. That façade has now been 
removed and the world can see the real face of 
India – one blackened by its decades-long state-
terrorism in IIOJK and state-sponsored terror-
ism and destabilization efforts in Pakistan. The 
most familiar and undeniable face of India’s 
state-sponsorship of terrorism against Pakistan 
is Commander Kulbhushan Jadhav -- caught 

red-handed in March 2016. His complicity in 
subversion, sabotage and terrorism in Pakistan 
is part of the incontrovertible evidence against 
India. The world is also familiar with “saffron 
terror” orchestrated and unleashed by the 
RSS-BJP zealots against Muslims in India and 
against Pakistan. Masterminds of Mecca Masjid, 
Ajmer Dargah, and Samjhota Express terror-
ist cases, like Swami Aseemanand, have been 
granted full state protection and acquitted in 
complete travesty of justice after having con-
fessed to India’s National Investigation Agency 
(NIA). Open threats to Pakistan by Indian civil-
ian and military leaders, India’s sinister design 
to subvert China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), and public statements by noted 
Indian politicians and senior security officials 
on ‘teaching Pakistan’ a lesson through use of 
terrorism constitute further incriminating evi-
dence. The presence of ISIL and AQIS in India 
as highlighted in recent UN reports indicate that 
India is emerging as a hotbed of UN designated 
international terrorist organizations and pos-
ing a great risk to the region. Recent revelations 
by FINCEN files illustrate how India uses its fi-
nancial system for money laundering and other 
illegal activities such as terrorism financing -- 
brazenly and with impunity. Use of terrorism as 
an instrument of state policy by India makes it 
culpable under international law, UN sanctions 
regime. VoM

Country needs unity, 
solidarity against enemies 

of country: President
 President urges for Inclusive 
measures to combat popula-

tion growth challenge 
LAHORE

President Dr Arif Alvi said that it was highly im-
portant to identify needs as well as resources to 
achieve desired goals in any field. He said this while 
presiding over a meeting of Population Welfare at 
Governor’s House here on Monday. President Alvi 
said that ulema should be engaged to create aware-
ness on important health matters such as breast-
feeding, nutrition, maternal nutrition and other 
related matters. Dr. Arif Alvi said that while dealing 
with population growth issue all aspects should be 
taken into account. He said that media could play 
a vibrant role in spreading the message to control 
high growth of population, and appreciated that 
during COVID-19 pandemic media effectively cre-
ated awareness among people regarding adoption 
of precautionary measures in order to stay safe 
from coronavirus. President was briefed on ini-
tiatives related to population welfare in the meet-
ing. During the meeting various suggestions were 
given for effective implementation of ideas aimed 
to control burgeoning population. Punjab Gover-
nor Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar, Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar, Punjab Population 
Welfare Minister Muhamad Hashim Dogar, Pun-
jab Health Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid, Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister Faisal Sultan and others 
were also present in the meeting. President Dr Arif 
Alvi has said the country needs unity and solidarity 
against the enemies of the country and people who 
want to destabilize the country will definitely fail.  
Talking to the Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muham-
mad Sarwar who called on the President in Lahore 
today (Monday), Dr Arif Alvi said the strength and 
prosperity of Pakistan is the top priority of the 
government.They discussed the matters of mutual 
interest in the meeting and the President appreci-
ated Scholarship Program by the Government of 
Punjab for students of Balochistan, VoM

ISLAMABAD
Information Minister Shibli Faraz has said the elec-
tions in Gilgit Baltistan were held in the most trans-
parent manner. Addressing a news conference in 
Islamabad today (Monday), he said the people of 
Gilgit Baltistan fully participated in the democratic 
process. He said the people of this region have re-
jected the narrative of the PDM and voted for a bright 
future. The Information Minister rejected the opposi-
tion’s allegations of rigging saying it is their hallmark 
especially that of the PML (N) that only those elec-
tions are free in which they secure victories. Shibli 
Faraz said rule of law is the priority of the present 
government and it will go after each and every cor-
rupt element. He said we want to take the country 
towards betterment. He said the PML (N) leader 
Maryam Nawaz should present evidence as to how 
she accumulated the assets instead of giving lectures 
on democracy. Triumph in Gilgit Baltistan elections 
is reflection of the confidence of the people of the re-
gion on the leadership of Prime Minister Imran Khan 
In his tweet on Monday, he said the people of Gilgit 
Baltistan has rejected the narrative of the PML (N) 
and endorsed the ideology of Imran Khan. Minister 
for Information and Broadcasting Senator Shibli Far-
az Monday said people threw in dustbin the narrative 
of Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) and Nawaz 
Sharif and voted in favour of Pakistan Tehreek I Insaf 
(PTI) in the election of Gilgit Baltistan awarding the 
party a majority. Addressing a press conference here,  
he said people and candidates in Gilgit Baltistan took 
part in elections and the democratic process and 
some candidates won and some lost. This time those 
persons lost elections who were campaigning in Gil-
git Baltistan for a month and were on nerves of peo-

ple, he added. The minister said opposition claimed 
that the elections will be a referendum but the people 
rejected it in the polls. The people of Gilgit Baltistan 
voted with a democratic mindset and chose their 
progress, prosperity, development and bright future, 
he added. The minister said the senior most leader-
ship of opposition campaigned for the elections but 
they did not have moral reason to tell on which basis 
they wanted vote of people. Both parties in their ten 
year tenures did nothing for the people in the sectors 
of education, health and industry and only paid lip 
service, he said adding the media fully covered the 
election campaign with their cameras and teams. 
The minister said the opposition was talking about 
rigging before and after the election. Opposition was 
changing its narrative and now it was being said that 
people of Gilgit Baltistan always go with the federal 
government. VoM

G-B polls held in transparent manner: Shibli

BEIJING
China’s Ministry of Commerce 

(MOC) said on Monday it resolutely 
opposes the U.S. move to prohibit 
U.S. investments in some Chinese 
companies.  The United States dis-
regarded the facts and deemed some 
Chinese companies as military-con-
trolled ones, a move that lacked evi-
dence and did not conform to legal 
principles, said an MOC spokesper-
son in response to a media query. 
The United States has been repeat-
edly generalizing national security 
concept, abusing state power and 
imposing continuous suppression on 
certain Chinese companies, severely 
violating the basic principles of 
market competition that the United 
States has claimed to champion, as 
well as rules of international trade, 
said the spokesperson.Economic 
cooperation between China and the 
United States is mutually beneficial 
in essence, said the spokesperson, 
adding that the interests of all coun-
tries are deeply intertwined in the 
era of globalization. The Chinese 
capital market is becoming increas-

ingly attractive to global investors in-
cluding those from the United States, 
which reveals investors’ confidence 
in China’s steady and sound eco-
nomic development and recognition 
of the country’s efforts in deepening 
reform and opening up in the capi-
tal market, the spokesperson said. 
Some American people frequently 
use the so-called national security 
as an excuse to prevent U.S. inves-
tors from entering the Chinese mar-
ket. This is not in line with the law 
of economic development and will 
only harm the interests of investors, 
said the MOC. “Market forces cannot 

be suppressed by the actions of a few 
politicians,” the spokesperson said. 
Chinese enterprises have always 
adhered to laws and regulations in 
their international operations and 
will continue to conduct mutually 
beneficial cooperation with other 
countries on the basis of respecting 
market rules and relevant laws, ac-
cording to the MOC. “China urges the 
U.S. side to stop its groundless sup-
pression of Chinese enterprises, and 
provide a fair, just and non-discrimi-
natory environment for their normal 
operations in the United States” the 
spokesperson added.  Xinhua

ISLAMABAD 
The PM gave approval after a meeting with 
Special Assistant on Youth Affairs Usman 
Dar.   Jobs will be posted through a well-
developed back end portal, which helps the 
employer in hiring the deserving candidates 
only on merit. On the occasion, Dar briefed 
the prime minister about the Kamyab Jawan 
programme and progress on the provision of 
loans to the youth. He also gave a detailed 
briefing regarding the National Job Portal 
besides holding consultations for the Tiger 
Force. The National Job Portal is part of the 
digital transformation of Pakistan initiative 
and will facilitate the unemployed youth to 
find employment in public sector. The job 
portal will also provide citizens with veri-
fied information regarding jobs. Keeping in 
view merit and transparency, the jobs will 
be posted through a well-developed back 
end portal, which helps the employer in hir-
ing the deserving candidates only on merit. 
Under the initiative, federal departments 
and agencies will be bound to advertise va-
cancies on the portal. Prime Minister Imran 

Khan has appealed the nation to strictly fol-
low the Standard Operating Procedures, in-
cluding wearing of face masks and observ-
ing social distancing, to prevent spread of 
COVID-19. Addressing a press briefing after 
presiding the National Coordination Com-
mittee meeting in Islamabad today (Mon-
day), he said that with the blessing of Allah 
Almighty and the nation’s cooperation, we 
remained successful in protecting people’s 
lives and their economies during the first 
wave of the pandemic. He said the second 
wave is continuing these days and we need 
to again adhere to the practice and resilience 
shown previously. He said Pakistan was the 
only Muslim country, which did not close its 
mosques during Ramadan as our Ulema and 
prayer leaders vehemently observed SOPs to 
contain spread of the contagion. The Prime 
Minister said we are not going to close fac-
tories, shops, and other businesses in a bid 
to continue economic activities in the coun-
try, but there is a need of strict observance 
of precautionary measures again to slow 

down spread of the Coronavirus. Imran 
Khan said all kinds of public rallies should 
be halted, and taking the lead, he cancelled 
his party’s scheduled public gathering. He 
said marriage halls will be bound to ensure 
that there should not be more than 300 
guests at a gathering, and they will be fur-
ther encouraged to organize their events in 
open spaces. He said it will be mandatory 
for guests to wear face masks, while observ-
ing social distancing during the event. He 
said restaurants are also required to strictly 
implement these SOPs. The Prime Minister 
said we are constantly monitoring the situ-
ation and the decision to close schools or 
allowing them to continue their activities 
will be taken after one week. He said win-
ter vacations can be enlarged, while sum-
mer leaves be reduced if COVID situation 
aggravates. He expressed the belief that we 
will be successful in protecting lives of our 
people and the country’s economy if nation 
strictly follows the precautionary measures 
to prevent spread of the Coronavirus. VoM

Government to launch national job portal 

National Job Portal will assist to subvert unemployment: PM 
PM stresses need to strictly follow SOPs to prevent spread of COVID-19

PIA gets voluntary 
separation from service 

scheme: ECC
DERA ISMAIL KHAN

The Economic Coordination 
Committee of the Cabinet has 
approved in principal the vol-
untary separation from service 
scheme for PIA. The decision 
was taken in today’s meeting 
of the committee held in Islam-
abad with Advisor to the Prime 
Minister on Finance and Reve-
nue, Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh in 
the chair. The forum approved 
budgetary allocation in favor of 
National Information Technol-
ogy Board for provision of ICT 
services at the Prime Minister’s 
Office for Prime Minister’s Ka-
myab Jawan Programme for 
current fiscal year to the tune 
of 53 million rupees. ECC gave 
concurrence to the proposal 
by the Petroleum Division, in 
principal, regarding allocation 
of gas from Bashar X-IST to 
third party up to 1.0 MMCFD. 
ECC also approved four sepa-
rate Technical Supplementary 
Grants for the Ministry of De-
fence and Ministry of Interior 
for various projects during cur-
rent fiscal year. The ECC recom-
mended to form a Committee 
consisting of representatives 
from the Ministry of Com-
merce and Ministry of National 
Food Security and Research 
to decide a timeline for export 
of Mango and Kinnow.  VoM
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Biden should give Pakistan 
preferential treatment 

The US National Security towards South Asia under the Biden ad-
ministration may seek another stride. Indian and Pakistan are two 
prominent actors that will remain under the US spotlight to pur-
sue its multilateral regional interests. Biden might caught between 
two stools. Indian has emerged as one of the biggest clients to run 
its weapon industry in the last two decades. Likewise, the Indian 

diaspora also plays a substantial role in American economic uplift, thus tilt 
towards Pakistan may impact its economic incentives. However, Pakistan has 
played the role of ally that only provided Washington a face saving but it has 
also consolidated its strategies of countering terrorism in the region.  From the 
US perspective, the constructive partnership with Pakistan may provide Biden a 
strong foothold in the South Asian region to pursue multilateral interests. If Biden 
purses detachment policy that will decisively place Islamabad in irreversible 
Beijing’s bloc. With predominant regional isolation and turbulent nature, Indian 
has nothing much to offer to the US in South Asia, it merely fulfills its weaponry 
export exigencies while the containment of China is confined to only rhetoric. 
The geographic proximities and geostrategic posture offer the US opportunities 
to incur its soft power calculus. Constructive engagement with Pakistan would 
amplify its regional strategic relevance in the realm of geopolitics. It is pertinent 
to mention that the emerging global order has strong roots in this region and 
dhyphenate Pakistan pose serious challenges to the US. Considering both asser-
tions, it is interesting to see how Biden administration proceed. 

G-B elections and 
PDM’s future

G -B Democratic political transition underway amid cabinet elec-
tions 2020. With announcement of unofficial results, the ruling 
party in federal PTI grabbed 09 seats while it’s political rivals 
PPP and PML (N) managed to win 04 and 02 seats respectively. 
Interestingly, independent candidates manage to win 08 seats 
that will play decisive role in defining the government architec-

ture in upcoming days. In retrospect, PPP and PML(N) managed to pull out 
massive crowd in rallies during electoral campaigns and to an extent it was 
perceived that both parties will able to win majority of seats. However, the 
voting turn-out caused major setback to their politics. The elections results 
are significantly important as it provided PTI much needed political mile-
age through winning majority of public acceptance and it also de-escalate 
the simmering pressure ensued by the grand opposition alliance through 
the PDM platform.Furthermore, the winning of independent candidates in 
majority also denounced the post electoral conspiracies of rigging and unfair 
elections. Thus, in broader spectrum PDM rhetoric against the PTI victory in 
general elections also faced a major blow. Likewise, the anti- establishment 
narrative of PML (N) died down because masses rejected their recognition 
through exercising political rights. While there is sign of relief for PTI- uplift-
ing economic conditions will further hamper the oppositioncoalition politi-
cal stature. The current results will considerably influence the forthcoming 
elections in Azad Kashmir as well. The ruling party in federal will have edge 
over contending parties. Given the current political trends, the future of PDM 
seemingly under immense pressure as coalition parties opting divergent 
narratives, quite often brining backlash and resentments.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Islamic diplomacy to avert Blasphemous 
cartoon competition

Unless we foster religious harmony, toler-
ance and patience, no one will reach the 
goals of peace and stability in any cor-
ner of the world, But whenDutch anti-
Islam politician Geert Wilder’s decided 
to hold Prophet Muhammad(PBUH), 

cartoon competition at his party’s parliamentary 
offices it did hurt the cause of fostering global 
unity against terrorism and fanatics. The latest 
act by French Government once again humiliated 
the humanity.  This provided an opportunity to all 
those circles who perhaps oppose this global unity 
against terrorism in Muslim countries in general and 
Pakistan in particular. After this act protest rallies 
and the publication of condemnation statements in 
the media were in progress throughout the Muslim 
world. There is no place for violence, aggression, 
injustice, insult and disgrace in any religion, faith or 
belief. All religions, holy books and divine messages 
through all means and ways advocate love, respect, 
tolerance, patience and justice. Only terrorists, crimi-
nals and evil people, irrespective of race, religion and 
colour are blaming Islam and other religions or holy 
books and personalities for the promotion and sup-

port of heinous criminal and terrorist acts whereas 
the recent act has not been condemned by those who 
talk of themselves as guardians of world’s peace.   
World leaders must realise their responsibilities at 
this crucial stage for bringing an end to violence, ag-
gression and terrorism. This will be made possible 
only through the promotion of trends of religious 
harmony, patience and tolerance.Obviously, this 
opens the avenue of discussion for where to draw 
the line when it comes to freedom of speech. Does 
it mean being disrespectful towards a religion and a 
religious figure?Regardless, after the spread of the 
news, the outrage had been massive. Muslims have 
taken to twitter to talk about their anger and disap-
pointment.For a Muslim, the sanctity, respect and 
honour of Prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings 
be upon him) is above all else. The drawing of any 
cartoon or image of the Blessed Prophet Muhammad 
(Peace and Blessings be upon him) is in fact slander 
and open defamation, blasphemy . Associating false 
provocative images is neither “freedom of speech 
nor freedom of expression”.Previously through diplo-
macy the Dutch Government has cancelled a cartoon 
competition. Authorities in Pakistan have lodged a 
diplomatic protest against Wilders’ plan, calling it an 
attempt to defame Islam.Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi did out a note on Twitter 
saying the “issue has been resolved due to effective 
diplomatic efforts of the Federal Government”. The 
cancellation of the blasphemous cartoon competition 
was indeed a triumph for Pakistani foreign policy. 
Such efforts need to move forward in an amalga-
mated way under the umbrella of platforms like OIC.

All the said efforts resulted in cancellation of this 
controversial competition but there is need to have 
more consolidated approach. There should certainly 
and amalgamated effort to avert such incidents in fu-
ture. There was need to formulate some mechanism 
for future but it never happened.  Scattered efforts 
can’t bring the desired results. Therefore still it can 
be done by the power of Muslim unity. Freedom of 
speech cannot be used to wound others. The state-
ment by French Government was deeply insulting 
to a beautiful religion. However, freedom of speech 
is also intended to protect religion. Without free 
speech, other freedoms including the freedom to 
practice religion are endangered.We should believe 
that freedom of expression should not be misused 
as means to attack or hurt public sentiments or reli-
gious beliefs. Islam is the religion of peace and tran-
quility having great respect for other religions and 
their followers. Although same needs to be emulated 
. The message of Islam is love and this needs to be 
taken in the same spirit while reciprocating towards 
this beautiful religion.

Zac Efron signs for Stan movie to be filmed in South Australia
BEVERLY HILLS

Hollywood superstar Zac Efron is on his way 
to South Australia, with the state’s film industry 
scoring a major coup.Efron has signed on for 
the Stan original feature movie Gold, which will 
be filmed in South Australia starting later this 
month.Efron will star alongside Anthony Hayes 
and award-winning actor Susie Porter, while 
Hayes will also direct the film, which is based on 
a screenplay he co-wrote with Polly Smyth.Gold 
is a taut thriller about greed and the lengths peo-
ple will go to secure themselves a fortune. It fol-
lows two drifters travelling through the outback 
who stumble across the biggest gold nugget ever 
found.They hatch a plan to protect and excavate 
their bounty, with one man leaving to secure the 
necessary equipment. The other man remains 
and must endure the harsh desert climate, prey-
ing wolves and intruders while battling the creep-
ing doubt that he has been abandoned to his own 
fate.Hayes said it was an “absolute gift” to have 
secured Efron as his main man for the film.“I can’t 
wait to deliver this bold, visceral and cinematic 
film to audiences all around the world,” he said.
South Australian Innovation and Skills Minister 
David Pisoni said securing Gold’s production in 
South Australia was fantastic news for the local 
screen sector, which had continued to deliver jobs 
and investment for the state throughout the coro-
navirus pandemic. “South Australia became one 
of the first locations in the world to resume film 
and television production after COVID delays,” 
he said.“The economic benefits of local screen 

production extend to the construction, hospi-
tality, transportation and retail sectors.”South 
Australian Film Corporation CEO Kate Croser 
said the state was one of the safest places in 
the world right now and was attracting interest 
from producers all over Australia and interna-
tionally as an attractive location for filming and 
production.“South Australia’s talented producers, 

crews and screen service vendors are embracing 
the boom in our state’s COVID-safe production, 
enabling productions to get up and running with 
very short turnaround,” she said.The Stan origi-
nal film Gold will premiere on Stan and in cin-
emas in 2021.Gold was developed and financed 
with the assistance of the South Australian Film 
Corporation.

NASA’s SpaceX Crew-1 Astronauts 
Headed to International Space Station

LONDON
An international crew of astronauts is en route 

to the International Space Station following a 
successful launch on the first NASA-certified 
commercial human spacecraft system in his-
tory. NASA’s SpaceX Crew-1 mission lifted off 
at 7:27 p.m. EST Sunday from Launch Complex 
39A at the agency’s Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida.The SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket propelled 
the Crew Dragon spacecraft with NASA as-
tronauts Michael Hopkins, Victor Glover, and 
Shannon Walker, along with Soichi Noguchi 
of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 
(JAXA), into orbit to begin a six-month science 
mission aboard the space station.“NASA is de-
livering on its commitment to the American 
people and our international partners to pro-
vide safe, reliable, and cost-effective missions to 
the International Space Station using American 
private industry,” said NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine. “This is an important mission for 
NASA, SpaceX and our partners at JAXA, and 
we look forward to watching this crew arrive 
at station to carry on our partnership for all of 
humanity.”The Crew Dragon spacecraft, named 
Resilience, will dock autonomously to the for-
ward port of the station’s Harmony module 
about 11 p.m. Monday, Nov. 16. NASA Television 
and the agency’s website are providing ongoing 
live coverage through docking, hatch opening, 

and the ceremony to welcome the crew aboard 
the orbiting laboratory.“I could not be more 
proud of the work we’ve done here today,” 
said Gwynne Shotwell,  president and chief 
operating officer of SpaceX. “Falcon 9 looked 
great, Dragon was dropped off into a beautiful 
orbit about 12 minutes into the mission, and 
we’ll get more data as we go.”The Crew-1 mis-
sion is the first of six crewed missions NASA 
and SpaceX will fly as part of the agency’s 
Commercial Crew Program. Hopkins, Glover, 
Walker, and Noguchi will join the Expedition 
64 crew of Commander Sergey Ryzhikov and 
Flight Engineer Sergey Kud-Sverchkov, both 
of the Russian space agency Roscosmos, and 
Flight Engineer Kate Rubins of NASA. “It is an 
honor to have our Japanese astronaut launch 
on this Crew-1 Dragon as the first astronaut of 
the International Partner participating in the 
ISS program,” said Hiroshi Sasaki, 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

A new vaccine that protects against Covid-
19 is nearly 95% effective, early data from 
US company Moderna shows.The results come 
hot on the heels of similar results from Pfizer, 
and add to growing confidence that vaccines 
can help end the pandemic.Both companies 
used a highly innovative and experimental ap-
proach to designing their vaccines.Moderna 
says it is a “great day” and they plan to apply 
for approval to use the vaccine in the next 
few weeks.However, this is still early data 
and key questions remain unanswered The 
trial involved 30,000 people in the US with 
half being given two doses of the vaccine, 
four weeks apart. The rest had dummy in-
jections.The analysis was based on the first 
95 to develop Covid-19 symptoms.Only five 
of the Covid cases were in people given the 
vaccine, 90 were in those given the dummy 
treatment. The company says the vaccine is 
protecting 94.5% of people.The data also 

shows there were 11 cases of severe Covid in 
the trial, but none happened in people who 
were immunised.“The overall effectiveness 
has been remarkable... it’s a great day,” Tal 
Zaks, the chief medical officer at Moderna, 
Dr Stephen Hoge, the company’s president, 
said he “grinned ear to ear for a minute” 
when the results came in.He told BBC News: 
“I don’t think any of us really hoped that the 
vaccine would be 94% effective at preventing 
Covid-19 disease, that was really a stunning 
realisation.”. We still do not know how long 
immunity will last as volunteers will have to 
be followed for much longer before that can 
be answered.There are hints it offers some 
protection in older age groups, who are most 
at risk of dying from Covid, but there is not 
full data.Mr Zaks told the BBC their data so 
far suggests the vaccine “does not appear 
to lose its potency” with age.And it is not 
known whether the vaccine just stops peo-
ple becoming severely ill, or if it stops them 
spreading the virus too.All these questions 

will affect how a coronavirus vaccine is used. 
No significant safety concerns have been re-
ported, but nothing, including paracetamol, 
is 100% safe.Short lived fatigue, headache 
and pain were reported after the injection 
in some patients.“These effects are what we 
would expect with a vaccine that is working 
and inducing a good immune response,” said 
Prof Peter Openshaw, from Imperial College 
London. Both vaccines use the same approach 
of injecting part of the virus’s genetic code 
in order to provoke an immune response.
The preliminary data we have seen so far is 
very similar - around 90% protection for the 
Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine and around 95% for 
Moderna’s.However, both trials are still tak-
ing place and the final numbers could change.
Moderna’s vaccine appears to be easier to 
store as it remains stable at minus 20C for 
up to six months and can be kept in a standard 
fridge for up to a month.Pfizer’s vaccine needs 
ultra-cold storage at around minus 75C, but it 
can be kept in the fridge for five days.

Covid vaccine shows nearly 95% protection

November-17-1869

The Suez Canal, connecting the 
Mediterranean and the Red seas, 
is inaugurated in an elaborate cer-
emony attended by French Empress 
Eugénie, wife of Napoleon III.In 
1854, Ferdinand de Lesseps, the 

former French consul to Cairo, secured an agree-
ment with the Ottoman governor of Egypt to build 
a canal 100 miles across the Isthmus of Suez. An 
international team of engineers drew up a construc-
tion plan, and in 1856 the Suez Canal Company 
was formed and granted the right to operate the 
canal for 99 years after completion of the work.
Construction began in April 1859, and at first dig-
ging was done by hand with picks and shovels 
wielded by forced laborers. Later, European workers 
with dredgers and steam shovels arrived. Labor dis-
putes and a cholera epidemic slowed construction, 
and the Suez Canal was not completed until 1869–
four years behind schedule. On November 17, 1869, 
the Suez Canal was opened to navigation. Ferdinand 
de Lesseps would later attempt, unsuccessfully, to 
build a canal across the Isthmus of Panama.When 
it opened, the Suez Canal was only 25 feet deep, 72 
feet wide at the bottom, and 200 to 300 feet wide 

at the surface. Consequently, fewer than 500 ships 
navigated it in its first full year of operation. Major 
improvements began in 1876, however, and the 
canal soon grew into the one of the world’s most 
heavily traveled shipping lanes. In 1875, Great 
Britain became the largest shareholder in the Suez 
Canal Company when it bought up the stock of the 
new Ottoman governor of Egypt. Seven years later, 
in 1882, Britain invaded Egypt, beginning a long 
occupation of the country. The Anglo-Egyptian 

treaty of 1936 made Egypt virtually independent, 
but Britain reserved rights for the protection of the 
canal. After World War II, Egypt pressed for evacu-
ation of British troops from the Suez Canal Zone, 
and in July 1956 Egyptian President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser nationalized the canal, hoping to charge tolls 
that would pay for construction of a massive dam 
on the Nile River. In response, Israel invaded in late 
October, and British and French troops landed in 
early November, occupying the canal zone.

Suez Canal opens
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Demi jokes about getting 
‘unengaged’ 

NEWYORK
Demi Lovato joked about getting “unengaged” 
from former fiance Max Ehrich at Sunday’s 
People’s Choice Awards.Lovato was on host-
ing duties and during her opening monologue, 
the singer quipped that “this year has been the 
longest three years of her [my] life.”Lovato said: 
“Don’t get me wrong, it started out amazing. I 
performed at the Grammys and sung the na-
tional anthem at the Super Bowl.” Lovato con-
tinued: “But then, COVID hit and everything 
shut down. So, I did what everyone else did: 
I went into lockdown mode. And got engaged. 
Got into painting, photography, meditation, 
tested the limits of Postmates Unlimited.”“I also 
didn’t know this could happen, but I reached 
the end of Instagram four times.“I binged seven 
seasons of ‘Pretty Little Liars,’ Got unengaged 
and then I went looking for aliens in the desert, 
so basically the same as everyone else.” Lovato 
said. Lovato and Ehrich began dating in March 
earlier this year, and ended up quarantining 
together throughout lockdown. Three months 
later, the couple announced their engagement. 
In an Instagram post dedicated to Ehrich, 
Lovato wrote: “You make me want to be the 
best version of myself. I’m honored to accept 
your hand in marriage.VoM

Spencer’s glam feathered 
pyjamas are too gorgeous

NEW YORK
Lady Kitty Spencer seems to always look gorgeous 
and glamorous, even when she’s relaxing in her 
pyjamas!.The model looked chic as ever in her lat-
est Instagram post, as she showed off some glit-
tering new jewellery from Bvlgari - but we’re in 
love with her luxurious feathered PJs, too.MORE: 
Kate Middleton just wore adorable Christmas 
earrings and we love her for it“@bulgari’s red 
coral #bvlgaribvlgari necklace an exclusive lim-
ited edition for Europe - making cosy Sundays 
a bit more glamorous,” she captioned the snap.
Loading the player. Kitty appears to be rocking 
the cult two-piece set from Sleeper, also loved by 
fashion bloggers and stars such as Brie Larson 
and Millie Bobby Brown.The ‘party pyjamas’ set 
is sold out at most UK retailers, but is available to 
shop online in the US for $320. Kitty looked gor-
geous in her feathered PJsEven better, River Island 
recently launched a very similar co-ord, and you 
can buy the silky set for £85. Tempted? Kitty, who 
is the daughter of Earl Spencer and niece of the 
late Princess Diana, has been wowing fans with 
her designer outfits over the past few months, 
and also posed for a new photoshoot with Vogue 
Thailand recently. The fashion star wore stunning 
couture gowns from the likes of Giambattista Valli, 
Dior, Ralph and Russo.VoM

‘I’m a Celeb was the most 
boring four weeks of my life’

LONDON
Mark Wright has warned the latest I’m a Celeb 
contestants that being on the show was “the most 
boring four weeks” of his life.The former TOWIE 
star, who finished runner-up in the 2011 series of 
the reality show, admitted on Shopping With Keith 
Lemon that while it was a rewarding experience, 
spending most of the day hanging out by the camp-
fire in the jungle meant time dragged.“I think the 
most adventurous thing I’ve ever done is taking 
part in the jungle, I’m A Celebrity, jumping out of 
a plane, eating stupid insects,” he said. “Once you 
leave you say, ‘wow’, on the other hand, it’s the most 
boring four weeks of your life. One day feels like 
a month.”The 33-year-old formed a close bond in 
the jungle with McFly’s Dougie Poynter, who ended 
up winning the series, but Mark revealed that they 
have never met up since the show ended.“You do 
make unique bonds but a lot of that’s put on, it’s 
all like, ‘Oh you’re my best friend, I can’t wait to see 
you...’” he continued. ”I genuinely thought I’d see 
Dougie Poynter, my best mate.VoM

Bureau Reuter
ISTANBUL

Lewis Hamilton secured a record-equal-
ling seventh Formula One world title on 
Sunday after winning the Turkish Grand 
Prix and then warned pretenders to his 
crown “I’m only just getting started!“After 
a momentous drive from sixth on the grid, 
the Briton matched Michael Schumacher’s 
haul of drivers’ crowns with three races 
of the season remaining.The 35-year-old 
sealed his latest title 12 years after his first 
with a typically measured masterclass, 

handling treacherous wet early conditions 
to claim his 94th career win. It was widely 
declared as one of his finest triumphs and 
entirely appropriate on the day he drew 
alongside the legendary German in the 
record books.“That’s for all the kids out 
there that believe in the impossible,” said 
an emotional Hamilton on Mercedes’ team 
radio. “You can do it.”Hamilton admitted 
he found it difficult to express his feel-
ings afterwards. “I’m definitely a bit lost 
for words,” he said.“Naturally, I have to 
start by saying a huge thank you to the 
guys here and the guys at the factory. The 
journey we’ve been on is monumental. I 
want to also thank ‘Team LH’ for sticking 
with me, and my family.”Hamilton, who 
sealed his first title in 2008, added to his 
unprecedented roster of records — most 
wins with 94, most pole positions (97), 
most podium finishes (163) and most 
consecutive points finishes (47).He added: 
“We dreamed of this when I was young.“I 

remember watching Michael win those 
world championships. To get one or two 
or even three is so hard.“Seven is unimagi-
nable. There is no end to what we can do 
together, me and this team.“I feel like I’m 
only just getting started. Physically, I’m in 
great shape.”He lapped his team-mate and 
only remaining title rival Valtteri Bottas, 
who finished 14th after a desultory out-
ing, to claim his 10th victory in 14 races 
of a season delayed by the coronavirus 
pandemic.Hamilton came home over half 
a minute clear of Racing Point’s Sergio 
Perez. Both chose to make only one pit-
stop and spent most of the race on a single 
set of intermediate tires as their rivals pit-
ted several times to cope with the slippery 
conditions.Hamilton’s old rival, four-time 
former champion Sebastian Vettel, fin-
ished third ahead of his Ferrari team-mate 
Charles Leclerc, Carlos Sainz of McLaren 
and, after a wild and impulsive afternoon, 
Max Verstappen in the leading Red Bull.

Staff Report
KARACHI

An all-round performance by David Wiese 
carried Lahore Qalandars to the final of 
the HBL Pakistan Super League 2020 
as they defeated Multan Sultans by 25 
runs in the Eliminator 2 at the National 
Stadium on Sunday evening, pcb.com.
pk said.Qalandars will face arch-rivals 
Karachi Kings in the final on Tuesday 
evening. This will be the first time these 
two teams will feature in the final of the 
tournament.Wiese took three crucial 
wickets of Adam Lyth, Ravi Bopara and 
Sohail Tanvir as Sultans were bowled 
out for 157 with five balls spare in their 
pursuit of 183.Sultans were provided a 
solid start as Lyth smashed a 29-ball 50. 
The 33-year-old struck four fours and 
three sixes as he stitched a 47-run first 
wicket partnership with wicketkeeper-
batsman Zeeshan Ashraf (12 off nine) and 
33-run stand for the second wicket with 

his captain Shan Masood, who scored 27 
runs from 22 balls.Lyth, in red-hot form, 
was stopped in his tracks by Wiese in the 
ninth over. The dismissal dried the flow of 
runs and then sparked a collapse which 
saw Sultans lose five wickets for just 20 
runs.Late blows by Khushdil Shah, who 
hit two sixes and as many fours in his 19-
ball 30, instilled a ray of hope amongst 
the Sultans’ fans. But, his dismissal on 
the third ball of the penultimate over – 
with still 28 runs left in the run chase –
made the victory certain for Qalandars.
Pace bowlers took sultans’ all 10 wickets. 
Wiese and Haris Rauf took three wickets 
each, while Dilbar Hussain and Shaheen 
Shah Afridi shared the other four wickets 
equally.Qalandars had posted an impos-
ing 182 for six as their batsmen made 
the most of the powerplay overs and 
the death overs after they were asked to 
bat by Sultans’ captain Shan.Qalandars 
openers Tamim Iqbal and Fakhar Zaman 

stitched a 46-run partnership in 4.5 overs 
before left-arm pacer Junaid Khan struck 
in his first over to dismiss the former.

Benchmark index drops 64.6 
points to settle at 40,504.75

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) suc-
cumbed to selling pressure on Monday and 
the benchmark KSE-100 index edged down 
over 60 points after recouping most of the 
midday losses.Uncertainty in global markets, 
in the wake of a worsening coronavirus situa-
tion across the world, took a toll on Pakistan’s 
bourse and triggered sell-off in index-heavy 
stocks.Moreover, political instability follow-
ing continued tussle between the opposition 
and the government impacted the invest-
ment climate.Encouraging foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) data, announced during the 
session, which touched a 10-month high of 
$317.4 million in October, failed to lift the 
benchmark index upwards.Following a brief 
open in the positive, the bourse turned bearish 
as investors resorted to divesting their hold-
ings. The KSE-100 index staged a modest re-
covery after midday with market participants 
acting to erase the losses. Nevertheless, the 
index succumbed to the selling pressure and 
failed to close the day on a positive note.At 
close, the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded 
a decrease of 64.60 points, or 0.16%, to set-

tle at 40,504.75 points.Arif Habib Limited, in 
its report, stated that the investors had the 
same sombre mood in the market which was 
witnessed on last trading day of the previous 
week.The index kept oscillating between in-
traday low and high of -99 points and +221 
points. It finally closed in the red.“Banks, 
exploration and production, and cement 
sector stocks tried to break the ceiling as 
international crude oil prices posted 2% 
growth during the trading session,” it added.
Investors seemed perturbed by the law and 
order situation in and around the capital city, 
Islamabad, as well as political wrangling be-

tween the opposition and the government.
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines recovered from 
the disdain shown by investors on Friday and 
after trading below last trading day’s clos-
ing price posted intra-session gains to cross 
the previous level.Sectors contributing to 
the performance included exploration and 
production (-48 points), textile (-25 points), 
cement (-16 points), power (+19 points) and 
banks (+14 points).Individually, stocks that 
contributed positively to the index included 
UBL (+20 points), K-Electric (+10 points), 
Fauji Fertiliser (+9 points), Fauji Cement (+9 
points) and Hubco (+9 points).

Bureau Report
Dubai

After a standoff with global regulators, manage-
ment turmoil and a massive safety review, Boeing 
Co. is set to win US approval on Wednesday to 
resume flights of its grounded 737 MAX.But the 
largest US airplane maker faces headwinds from 
the coronavirus and new European tariffs as it 
scrambles to return the best-selling jet to service.
Reuters first reported on Nov. 9 that the FAA was 
in the final stages of reviewing proposed MAX 
changes and was set to lift its grounding order as 

early as Wednesday.The FAA decision comes as 
other global regulators also move closer to deci-
sions on allowing the plane to resume flights.A 
group of relatives of MAX crash victims and some 
US House Democrats have urged the FAA to dis-
close key supporting data in its examination of 
the plane.The FAA is requiring new training to 
deal with a key safety system called MCAS tied 
to the two fatal crashes that killed 346 people 
and led to the plane’s grounding in March 2019. 
It is also requiring new safeguards to MCAS and 
other software changes.Last month, FAA Deputy 
Administrator Dan Elwell, who made the US deci-
sion to ground the plane, said he had “absolutely 
no doubt in my mind that it will be as safe as, 
or safer than, any airplane in service today.”In 
December, Boeing’s board forced out prior chief 
executive Dennis Muilenburg after he received a 
rebuke from FAA Administrator Steve Dickson. 
At the time, the FAA said Boeing was pursuing 
an unrealistic schedule for the return to service.
On Oct. 28, Boeing Chief Executive Dave Calhoun 
told CNBC the MAX review was nearing the finish 
line. “I am very proud of that airplane,” Calhoun 

said. “It is a remarkable machine and as safe as 
anything in the air.”Last week, in a long-running 
transatlantic subsidy spat, the European Union 
imposed tariffs on up to $4 billion of annual US 
imports, including Boeing jets.Leasing compa-
nies warned the tariffs would hamper the rein-
tegration of the MAX in Europe, a key market. 
Ireland’s Ryanair said it would expect Boeing 
to absorb the cost of the tariffs, which mirror 
US duties on imports of Airbus jets and other 
European goods.Following the FAA green light, 
airlines must complete software updates and 
fresh pilot training, a process that will take at 
least 30 days, before planes can return to the 
skies.The FAA said it would not delegate its au-
thority to issue airworthiness certificates and 
export certificates for the 450 737 MAX airplanes 
built since the grounding, and plans in-person, 
individual inspections.Those could take a year or 
more to complete.Southwest Airlines, the world’s 
largest MAX operator, has said it would take sev-
eral months to comply with the FAA require-
ments and it does not plan to schedule flights 
on the aircraft until the second quarter of 2021.

US approval for 737 MAX return nears as challenges remain for Boeing

Tokyo stocks open 
higher as Japan exits 

recession
Bureaau Report

TOKYO
Tokyo stocks opened higher on 

Monday supported by gains on 
Wall Street with investors digest-
ing Japan’s third-quarter GDP fig-
ures, which showed an exit from 
recession.The benchmark Nikkei 
225 index was up 1.13 percent or 
286.11 points at 25,671.98 in early 
trade, while the broader Topix index 
gained 1.16 percent or 19.80 points 
to 1,723.02.“Japanese shares are 
seen gaining on rallies on US stocks, 
while investors are closely watch-
ing Japan’s GDP figures for the July-
September quarter,” which were 
released 10 minutes before the 
opening bell, Toshiyuki Kanayama, 
senior market analyst at Monex, 
said in a commentary.Japan’s econ-
omy exited recession in the third 
quarter, growing a better-than-ex-
pected 5.0 percent thanks to a rise 
in domestic demand and exports, 
government data showed Monday, 
as signs of recovery began to 
emerge after a record contraction.
Traders are also awaiting China’s in-
dustrial output and retail sales due 
later in the day, Kanayama added.
The dollar fetched 104.69 yen in 
early Asian trade, against 104.62 
yen in New York late Friday.Among 
major shares in Tokyo, business 
cycle-sensitive stocks and some 
exporters were higher, with chip-
making equipment maker Tokyo 
Electron rallying 2.29 percent to 
31,740 yen, Sony trading up 1.81 
percent at 9,326 yen and Toyota up 
1.35 percent at 7,415 yen.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Saudi Aramco this year extended the ma-
turity of two revolving credit facilities it 
took in 2015, meaning those loans worth a 
total of $8 billion will be available through 
March 2022, a bond prospectus showed.
Aramco said on Monday it plans to issue 
multi-tranche US dollar-denominated 
bonds, as the world’s largest oil company 
seeks to raise cash amid weak global oil de-
mand and lower oil prices.The prospectus 
showed that in June this year the oil giant 
amended certain agreements regarding 
one of the two revolving loans, a $6 bil-
lion conventional credit facility, to incor-
porate a $2 billion “swingline” sub-facility 
to support the establishment of a US com-
mercial paper program. No debt had been 
issued under the program as of Sept. 30, 
the prospectus said.Swingline loans are 
aimed at supporting a borrower’s short-
term cash management needs.Aramco had 
an unused balance of $10 billion under its 
revolving credit facilities as of end-2019, 
the document said.As of Sept. 30, Aramco 
had $135.55 billion in total borrowings, 

up from $46.82 billion at the end of 2019, 
the prospectus showed, a jump largely ex-
plained by its acquisition of a 70% stake in 
Saudi Basic Industries Corp. (SABIC).The 
prospectus also confirmed Aramco took a 

$10 billion loan in May that was previously 
reported by Reuters. The loan matures on 
May 6, 2021, but Aramco has the option to 
extend it for a year. As of Sept. 30, the loan 
had been fully utilized.

Abu Dhabi deploys distancing AI as airports adapt to pandemic

Bureau Report
Slovakia

 Scotland failed to follow up their heroics of reaching a first 
major tournament for 22 years as Steve Clarke’s men were 
beaten 1-0 by Slovakia on Sunday, their first defeat in 10 
games.Jan Gregus’s deflected strike on 32 minutes separated 
the meeting of two teams who qualified for Euro 2020 this 
week as a much-changed Scotland were left to rue not tak-
ing a series of chances.Clarke made eight changes from the 
side that beat Serbia on penalties on Thursday to reach the 
European championships.However, the visitors still enjoyed 
the better of the chances and will feel aggrieved not to have 
at least extended their unbeaten run.Oli McBurnie scored 
one of Scotland’s five successful penalties in midweek but 
the Sheffield United striker is still searching for his first 
international goal from open play and wasted two huge 
chances to give his side the lead.Craig Gordon returned in 
goal for the first time in over two years but was helpless 
when Gregus’s shot clipped Kenny McLean and flew into the 
bottom corner.Stuart Armstrong was inches away from an 
equalizer just before half-time as he flicked Ryan Christie’s 
excellent through ball wide.After the break, it was Slovak 
goalkeeper Marek Rodak who ensured his side took all three 
points.First, the Fulham stopper made an incredible save 
to deny McLean’s header from Kieran Tierney’s cross.Then 
with the last action of the game, Leigh Griffiths thought he 
had earned a point with a powerful low shot that Rodak 
turned behind.Scotland still top Group B2 of the Nations 
League with a four-point lead over the Czechs, who they 
will face in their opening game of the Euros.Slovakia, who 
qualified for Euro 2020 with a playoff win over Northern 
Ireland on Thursday, remain bottom of the group with four 
points from five games.

KSE-100 retreats, gives in to selling pressure

Hamilton wins record-equalling seventh F1 world 

Euro heroes Scotland’s unbeaten 
run ended in Slovakia

David all-round performance secures final berth for Qalandars
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
A gauge of global stocks climbed to a 
record and oil prices jumped on Mon-
day as the latest positive data for a 
possible COVID-19 vaccine and signs 
of economic recovery in Asia boosted 
sentiment.  U.S. stocks advanced, with 
the Dow Industrials setting a record as 
it neared the 30,000 mark for the first 
time, thanks to news from pharma 
company Moderna MRNA.O saying 
its prospective vaccine was 94.5% ef-
fective in preventing the illness which 
has crushed economies across the 
globe. Cyclical names, which generally 
benefit the soonest as an economy re-
covers from a recession, led the way 
higher, with energy .SPNY, industrial 
.SPLRCI and financial .SPSY sectors 
the top performing. The announce-
ment by Moderna followed similarly 
upbeat news a week ago from rival 
Pfizer PFE.N. “The endgame is as clear 
as it has been while the path to get 
there may be murkier than we expect-
ed,” said Ross Mayfield, investment 
strategy analyst at Baird. “You can see 
the continued broadening out of the 
rally and in the rotation into some of 
the more cyclical and value-oriented 
parts of the market.” Mayfield cau-
tioned that there were still some near-

term headwinds facing the market, 
including uncertainty over a possible 
fiscal stimulus package to buttress the 
economy before any vaccine could be-
gin to be distributed.The MSCI World 
Index of global shares, building on 
strong overnight gains in Asia’s lead-
ing markets managed to extend gains 
after the Moderna announcement to 
hit a record. The Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average .DJI rose 296.07 points, 
or 1%, to 29,775.88, the S&P 500 
.SPX gained 19.6 points, or 0.55%, to 
3,604.75 and the Nasdaq Composite 
.IXIC added 23.46 points, or 0.2%, 
to 11,852.75. Shares in Europe also 
gained on the Moderna news, with 
the STOXX 600 closing at its highest 
level in over 8 months. The pan-Eu-
ropean STOXX 600 index .STOXX rose 
1.18% and MSCI’s gauge of stocks 
across the globe .MIWD00000PUS 
gained 0.91%. MSCI’s broadest index 

of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan 
.MIAPJ0000PUS had hit its highest 
level since launching in 1987 as Japan 
pulled out of recession, China posted 
better-than-expected industrial out-
put data and the region signed the 
largest ever trade deal. The prospect 
of an end to demand-demolishing 
coronavirus-driven lockdowns also 
helped oil prices jump. U.S. crude rose 
2.72% to $41.22 per barrel and Brent 
was at $43.82, up 2.43% on the day. 
U.S. Treasury yields rose on Monday 
and the yield curve steepened in the 
wake of the vaccine data. Benchmark 
10-year notes last fell 2/32 in price to 
yield 0.8979%, from 0.893% late on 
Friday. After initially showing slight 
gains, the dollar edged lower against 
a basket of major currencies. Citibank 
said it expects the greenback to weak-
en as much as 20% next year due to 
the widespread distribution of COV-
ID-19 vaccines and ongoing monetary 
easing. Sterling was little changed 
versus the greenback as the clock was 
running down on Brexit trade talks, 
European Union diplomats warned 
Britain. The dollar index fell 0.013%, 
with the euro EUR= up 0.07% to 
$1.184. Sterling was last trading at 
$1.3187, up 0.01% on the day. Reuters

BEIJING 
After COVID-19, Pakistan will en-
gage more with the travel agen-
cies so that more Chinese people 
can travel to Pakistan, said Mah-
mood Akhtar, deputy consul gen-
eral of Pakistan in Chengdu, Chi-
na. In an interview to Gwadar Pro 
in Chengdu, he said, “Our prime 
minister and our government are 
focusing on tourism. The facilities 
have already been improved and 
will be improved further in the 
northern areas and across Paki-
stan. Last year, we have found that 
20% to 30% of visas issued from 
our area alone are tourism vi-
sas. And people visiting Pakistan 
had great tourism experience.” 
Masood Akhtar added, ‘Western 
paradise in Chinese literature is 
in Pakistan, what more potential 
does Pak-China tourism has. Paki-
stan is situated at the confluence 
of many civilizations, and it’s a 
repository of history over thou-
sands of years. He further said, 
“Religious tourism, adventure 
tourism and historical tourism in 
Pakistan are all potential areas 
that travel agencies can explore. In 

China, Buddhism came from Paki-
stan, the area is known as Taxila 
and Pushklawati valley. Chinese 
monk Xuanzang traveled there for 
Buddist scripture around 1500 
years ago. His one dress is still in 
one monastery in Chengdu. The 
area of Pakistan at that time was 
called Xitian, which means West-
ern Paradise.” The story of Xu-
anzang going on a pilgrimage to 
Xitian for Buddhist scriptures is 
the origin of Journey to the West, 
one of China’s four classic novels, 
which is popular among Chinese 

of all ages for periods, while Chi-
nese people hardly know that Xi-
tian is in Pakistan.” “The second is 
adventure tourism.” According to 
Mahmood Akhtar, out of 15 high-
est mountains around the world, 
seven mountains are in Pakistan, 
including the second-highest 
mountain. Mahmood Akhtar also 
mentioned the uniqueness of Pak-
istan’s food. “In Pakistan, we have 
a special combination of food that 
came from the Middle East, South 
Asia and Central Asia, including 
Chinese influence. “ Xinhua

ISlamabad
In Indian illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashir, the RSS-backed Modi-led fascist In-
dian government is plotting to deprive the 
Kashmiris of their identity through resort-
ing to one after another inhuman steps, 
aimed at converting the Muslim majority 
into a minority area. According to a report 
by Kashmir Media Service, today (Sunday), 
it said, new domicile rules and land laws 
are part of India’s sinister moves to snatch 

away Kashmiris’ identity. The report men-
tioned that India was replacing the Mus-
lim names of important places with Hindu 
names in Kashmir. The report added that 
brave Kashmiris would prefer death over 
life to thwart India’s nefarious designs in 
IIOJK. The report urged international com-
munity and global champions of human 
rights must speak for the Kashmiris rights 
and India must be brought to court of law 
for violating international laws in IIOJK. VoM

LAHORE 
Commander Qatar Emiri Air Force Staff Major Gener-
al Salem Hamad Eqail Al-Nabet along with his delega-
tion visited Air Headquarters, Islamabad today. Upon 
his arrival, the distinguished guest was received by 
Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Mujahid An-
war Khan. A smartly turned out contingent of the 
Pakistan Air Force presented Guard of Honour. The 
visiting dignitary also paid homage to PAF martyrs 
by laying a floral wreath at Yadgar-i-Shuhada. Later, 

the General had a detailed meeting with Air Chief. 
Both the Commanders discussed various matters 
pertaining to mutual interest. Commander Qatar 
Emiri Air Force lauded the professionalism of PAF 
personnel and the exceptional progress made by 
PAF over the years, especially through indigeniza-
tion. The Air Chief highlighted brotherly relations 
and collaboration between the two sides. Both the 
dignitaries agreed to further augment the already 
existing cordial relations between the two air forces.

India turbulent behavior 
deteriorating regional peace: 

former Defense Attaché in South 
Asian countries

LONDON
The World Congress of Overseas Pakistanis (WCOP)
(UK) has appreciated the setting up of specialized 
technology zones terming it as a great initiative of 
the Government of Pakistan. “In my view, setting 
up specialized technology zones is a great initia-
tive. The IT industry demanded Special Technology 
Zones (STZs) to provide opportunities for medium 
and small scale IT enterprises to have less infra-
structure cost and overheads to enable them to do 
their business and earn exports and remittances 
for the country”, Executive Director of WCOP Arif 
Anis told APP here today. He observed that this has 
hugely potential to bring the Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) in Pakistan. Arif Anis said “Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan is himself very interested in see-
ing this succeed and he will issue instructions and 
the Planning Commission would have to find ways 
to get it through”. The Executive Director of WCOP 
further said that such dedicated clusters of land in 
major cities with specialized infrastructure, like plug 
and play buildings, for IT companies will become 
valuable assets. The STZs, he said have low land 
rental, less sales and withholding tax, less utility bill 
charges, which were all incentives to bring inves-
tors and incentives that were necessary for small IT 
companies to thrive in a low cost environment. VoM

ISLAMABAD
In recent years, India has been making enemies on all sides, 
creating regional tensions. In the north, India illegally crosses 
the Line of Actual Control and frequently invades Chinese 
territory. In the west, India opts for resorting to unprovoked 
and indiscriminate fire of all calibers including artillery and 
heavy mortars along the Line of Control in various sectors 
of AJ&K, resulting in a large number of civilian casualties. 
Although Nepal is very small, India also wants to occupy 
some pieces of its land, Cheng Xizhong, visiting professor at 
Southwest University of Political Science and Law and former 
Defense Attache in South Asian countries said on Monday. He 
opined that in Narendra Modi’s first five-year term, India’s 
economy showed a good momentum of development, and 
the country with the largest population in South Asia was 
expected to get rid of poverty. However, starting from Modi’s 
second term, India seems to be less interested in continuing 
to develop its economy, but more interested in making 
trouble inside and around the country. Therefore, many 
scholars believe that India has entered a period of making 
trouble. The more troubles India makes, the poorer it will 
be. It is estimated that India’s per capita GDP may not be 
as good as Bangladesh’s in 2020 which means that India 
will become the third poorest country in South Asia.The per 
capita GDP of Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Maldives is 
higher than that of India. With the continuous development 
of the China-Nepal interconnection and the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, it is very likely that the per capita GDP 
of Nepal and Pakistan will surpass that of India, and then 
India will become the poorest country in South Asia. Now, 
the novel coronavirus pneumonia in India is more and more 
serious. The number of confirmed cases is close to 9 million, 
and the death toll is over 130 thousand.Globally, the novel 
coronavirus pneumonia is the most serious in the United 
States, but the severity in India is likely to outweigh that of 
the United States, because India has a large population base. 
India’s economy is in a sharp decline, falling 23.9% in the 
second quarter of this year. At the same time, India’s domestic 
political, ethnic, religious and interregional contradictions 
have become more and more complex, and large-scale civil 
unrest is likely to break out at any time. Under this situation, 
Modi administration is not focusing on solving domestic 
problems, but trying to divert the attention of the domestic 
people and fool the people. To this end, Modi administration 
launches attacks from all sides, provoking trouble with all 
neighboring countries, and even has launched “proxy war”, 
that is, using extreme and terrorist forces to undermine the 
social stability and economic development of the neighboring 
countries. Now, India has become the source of regional 
unrest. On November 13, Indian Army shelled Pakistan 
without any reason along the Line of Control in AJ&K, killing 
at least one Pakistani soldier and four civilians. Since the 
beginning of this year, Indian Army has violated the cease-fire 
agreement 2737 times along the Line of Control in various 

Maj Gen (Retd) Ijaz Awan (Defense Analyst)
Islamabad   

It is unfortunate that India is behaving as 
an immature state. India has disregarded 
the UN resolutions, in which Kashmiris 
were given the commitment to give them 
their fundamental right to self-determi-
nation, through its illegal and unilateral 
move of abrogating article 370 and 35-A 
in the disputed territory. The entire val-
ley is under Indian military siege for over 
a year and there is a complete blockade 
of media. India is also making all out ef-
forts to disturb internal harmony. Paki-
stan should present the dossiers and evi-
dences at United Nations and FATF forums 
to expose the Indian nefarious designs in 
front of the world. United Nations would 
have intervened long ago as India is also 
involved in money laundering and terror 
assistance in the region. In a UN report, In-
dian contacts with militant organizations 
including Daesh and TTP have also been 
exposed. But the big powers for their stra-
tegic interests with India are closing their 
eyes and supporting India to do what it 

wants to do and also ignoring the plight of 
Kashmiris. Abdullah Gul (IR Expert): The 
government is trying its level best to put 
the country’s economy on the right track 
but certain legislative measures in this re-
gard are mandatory. The government must 
take strict actions against the culprits in-
volved in creating artificial shortages of 
basic commodities. Justice delayed Justice 
denied situation should not come. There 
are certain foreign and even internal ele-
ments involved in conspiracies against 
our state and its institutions. The need of 
the hour for the nation is to stand united 
against such elements. Pakistan is an agri-
cultural country and the present govern-
ment is trying utmost to boost this sector. 
It is unfortunate that the loans taken from 
IMF and the World Bank in tenures of pre-
vious governments were neither utilized 
in the development of the country nor 
paid back. But the international economic 
analysts are appreciating the prudent eco-
nomic policies of the present government 
and we are hopeful that Pakistan will soon 
be among the developed nations. Lt Gen 

(Retd) Asif Yasin Malik (Defense Analyst): 
Pakistan should not be surprised over In-
dian efforts to destabilize Pakistan. Few 
days back the statement of Ajid Dovol and 
Indian officials are on record that India 
will make Balochistan the prime target of 
terrorism as per its anti-Pakistan policies. 
The Dovol Doctrine is designed to foment 
low-intensity insurgency in Balochistan, 
ethnicity in Sindh, militancy in southern 
Punjab and terrorism in the tribal areas of 
Pakistan. We should have no doubts that 
India is involved in state terrorism in Paki-
stan. The Indian agencies are funding BLA 
and other terrorist organizations operat-
ing in Balochistan. For India, militarily-
rising Pakistan continues to pose a signifi-
cant threat to its ambitions and nefarious 
designs in South Asia and the region. The 
policy makers and intellectuals in Paki-
stan have to realize the anti-Pakistan ele-
ments active in the country. Baloch people 
are die heart nationals of Pakistan and will 
never go against the state. There is also 
a need for winning hearts and of Balo-
chis, especially for the Baloch youth. VoM

India pursing deceitful policy to destabilize Pakistan: Analysts
Maj Gen (Retd) Ijaz Awan (Defense Analyst) says it is unfortunate that India is behaving as an 

immature state.

Global Markets
World stocks climb to record on economic recovery, vaccine hopes

Pakistan offers best destinations to Chinese tourists: 
Masood Akhtar

Modi’s nefarious designs will be foiled at 
any cost 

Commander Qatar Emiri Air Force Staff visits Air 
Headquarters in Islamabad

WCOP hails setting up 
of STZs for Overseas 

Pakistanis

Taiwan is integral part 
of China: Spokesperson

BEIJING
There is only one China in the world, and 
Taiwan is an inalienable part of China. The 
Central People’s Government of the PRC is 
the sole legitimate government representing 
China. This was stated by the spokesperson 
of the Chinese Foreign Ministry Wang Wenbin 
while commenting on US Secretary of State 
Pompeo’s recent interview in which he said 
that Taiwan has not been a part of China. The 
spokesperson said, ” This is an objective fact 
and a basic norm governing international re-
lations. Taiwan was once occupied by Japan, 
but the 1943 Cairo Declaration and the 1945 
Potsdam Declaration clearly stipulate that the 
Chinese territory occupied by Japan, like Tai-
wan, shall be returned to China. Resolution 
2758 adopted by the UN General Assembly in 
1971 also reaffirmed the one-China principle. 
It is based on the one-China principle that 
China has formally established diplomatic 
ties with 180 countries worldwide. The one-
China principle is the political underpinning 
of China-US relations. As per the 1979 Joint 
Communiqué on the Establishment of Diplo-
matic Relations between the People’s Repub-
lic of China and the United States of America, 
the United States recognizes the Government 
of the People’s Republic of China as the sole 
legal Government of China. This serves as the 
basis for China and the US to recognize each 
other and to establish diplomatic relations. 
Within this context, the people of the United 
States will maintain cultural, commercial, and 
other unofficial relations with the people of 
Taiwan For Pompeo, compared with his own 
political interests, the fundamental inter-
ests of the Chinese and American people are 
just nothing. He is only interested in making 
up one lie after another to confound right 
and wrong, confuse the public, and torpedo 
China-US relations and peace and stability 
across the Taiwan Strait. His ugly and mali-
cious intentions have been laid bare for all 
to despise. Pompeo should know that China 
will resolutely fight back against all attempts 
that undermine China’s core interests and in-
terfere in China’s internal affairs. Nothing will 
stop the historical trend of China’s reunifica-
tion. We urge the US to strictly abide by the 
one-China principle and the three China-US 
joint communiques, stop any form of official 
contacts and military links with Taiwan, stop 
doing or saying anything detrimental to peace 
and stability across the Taiwan Strait and Chi-
na-US relations, and promptly halt its steps 
down the wrong and dangerous path.” VoM




