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China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) will open new 
vistas of opportunities for the 

entire region.the project will not 
only help in translating all-

weather Pak-China relations into 
mutually beneficial economic 

equation
Prime Minister of

Pakistan

Imran Khan

Erdogan visits Northern Cyprus, calls for two-state 
solution for island

Pakistan prophesies balancing strategy from 
Biden vis-à-vis Indo-Pak relations 

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan expresses 
condolences to Romania 

over loss of lives 
ISLAMABAD

The government and people of 
Pakistan have expressed their 
deepest condolences and sym-
pathies to the Government 
and people of Romania as well 
as to the families of the vic-
tims of fire at Covid-19 inten-
sive care unit in Piatra Neamt, 
the Foreign Office spokesper-
son said in a tweet on Sunday. 
He further posted “We wish 
the injured quickest recovery”.
According to Romanian offi-
cials quoted by press, a fire 
spread through the intensive 
care ward designated for CO-
VID-19 patients in Piatra Neamt 
had killed at least 10 people and 
critically injured seven others.

Asia forms world’s biggest trade bloc, a China-backed 
group excluding U.S.

PCJCCI chief says 
Beijing can provide relief 
to industrial, commercial 

sectors
Bureau Reporter

HANOI 
Fifteen Asia-Pacific economies formed the 

world’s largest free trade bloc on Sunday, a 
China-backed deal that excludes the United 
States, which had left a rival Asia-Pacific 
grouping under President Donald Trump. 
The signing of the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) at a regional 
summit in Hanoi, is a further blow to the 
group pushed by former U.S. president Barack 
Obama, which his successor Trump exited in 
2017. Amid questions over Washington’s en-
gagement in Asia, RCEP may cement China’s 
position more firmly as an economic partner 
with Southeast Asia, Japan and Korea, put-
ting the world’s second-biggest economy in 
a better position to shape the region’s trade 
rules. The United States is absent from both 
RCEP and the successor to the Obama-led 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), leaving the 
world’s biggest economy out of two trade 
groups that span the fastest-growing region 
on earth. By contrast, RCEP could help Beijing 

cut its dependence on overseas markets and 
technology, a shift accelerated by a deepening 
rift with Washington, said Iris Pang, ING chief 
economist for Greater China. RCEP groups 
the 10-member Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), China, Japan, South 
Korea, Australia and New Zealand. It aims in 
coming years to progressively lower tariffs 
across many areas. The deal was signed on 
the sidelines of an online ASEAN summit 
held as Asian leaders address tensions in 
the South China Sea and tackle plans for a 
post-pandemic economic recovery in a region 
where U.S.-China rivalry has been rising. In an 
unusual ceremony, held virtually because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, leaders of RCEP 
countries took turns standing behind their 
trade ministers who, one by one, signed cop-
ies of the agreement, which they then showed 

triumphantly to the cameras. “RCEP will 
soon be ratified by signatory countries and 
take effect, contributing to the post-COVID 
pandemic economic recovery,” said Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc, prime minister of Vietnam, which 
hosted the ceremony as ASEAN chair. RCEP 
will account for 30% of the global economy, 
30% of the global population and reach 2.2 
billion consumers, Vietnam said. China’s fi-
nance ministry said the new bloc’s promises 
include eliminating some tariffs within the 
group, including some immediately and oth-
ers over 10 years. There were no details on 
which products and which countries would 
see immediate reduction in tariffs. “For the 
first time, China and Japan reached a bilat-
eral tariff reduction arrangement, achieving 
a historic breakthrough,” the ministry said 
in a statement, without giving further de-
tails. The deal marks the first time rival East 
Asian powers China, Japan and South Korea 
have been in a single free trade agreement. 
Despite being outside RCEP and having been 
in the administration that propelled the TPP, 
President-elect Joe Biden - Obama’s vice 
president - is unlikely to rejoin the TPP any-
time soon, analysts said, as his government 
will have to prioritise handling the COVID-19 
outbreak at home. Xinhua

ISTANBUL 
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan called 

for an equal “two-state” solution in Cyprus 
during a visit on Sunday to the breakaway 
Turkish Cypriot north of the island, draw-
ing a rebuke from the internationally rec-
ognised government in the south. Erdogan 
also said Turkey and Northern Cyprus 
would no longer tolerate what he called 
“diplomacy games” in an international 
dispute over rights to offshore resources 
in the Eastern Mediterranean. Cyprus 
has been split along ethnic lines since a 
Turkish invasion in 1974 triggered by a 
brief Greek-inspired coup. Only Ankara 
recognises Northern Cyprus as an inde-
pendent state and it has no diplomatic 
relations with the government of Cyprus, 
which is a member of the European Union. 
“Our priority is to ensure a fair, lasting 
and sustainable solution” in Cyprus that 
ensures Turkish Cypriots have security 
and legal rights, Erdogan told an audi-
ence after his arrival. “A two-state solu-
tion must be negotiated on the basis of 
sovereign equality,” he added. United 
Nations-mediated peace talks on Cyprus 
broke down in 2017. Erdogan was visit-
ing Northern Cyprus after Ersin Tatar, who 
also supports a two-state solution, won 
last month’s presidential election. Tatar’s 

predecessor had backed reunification of 
the island. Cyprus called Erdogan’s visit 
“provocative and illegal”. “Ankara has ab-
solutely no respect for international law, 
European principles and values, and its 
obligations towards the EU,” the Cypriot 
presidency said in a statement. Erdogan 
later visited Varosha, a beach town that 
has been fenced-off and abandoned in no-
man’s land since 1974. Ankara backed the 
partial re-opening of Varosha just before 
last month’s election in a move criticised 
by the United States, Greece and Greek 
Cypriots. Turkey has increasingly flexed 
its military muscle in the region, including 
by backing Azerbaijan in its renewed con-
flict with Armenia over the past few weeks. 
Erdogan alluded to Turkey’s dispute with 
EU members Greece and Cyprus and with 
other neighbours over territorial waters 
in the eastern Mediterranean. The EU has 
threatened to impose sanctions on Turkey 
next month over illegal exploration at sea. 
“Neither we nor Northern Cyprus can tol-
erate diplomacy games (in the region) any-
more,” Erdogan said. He added that Tatar 
would soon visit Azerbaijan - which does 
not recognise Northern Cyprus - to “make 
the situation better”, without elaborating. 
Tatar backed Erdogan’s calls for a two-
state solution and offshore rights. Reuters

India wants to destabilize 
Pakistan by sponsoring 

terrorism: FM
Pakistan won’t be deterred 

from its commitment to foster-
ing peaceful relationships: FM

ISLAMABAD
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
says Pakistan will not be deterred from our 
commitment to fostering relationships built 
on peace, harmony and stability and for the 
prosperity of all. In a statement, he said by 
funding banned outfits, savage attacks on 
innocent civilians and desperately trying 
to lobby against Pakistan’s growing role 
of peace and progress, India has become a 
rogue state. The Foreign Minister said it is 
time world wakes up to an Indian state that 
is only incredible in its fanaticism. Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has said 
India wants to create unrest in Pakistan to 
destabilize the Country by sponsoring ter-
rorism in the country.  Talking to media in 
Multan on Sunday, he said India wants to 
sabotage China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) because it knows that CPEC is 
a game changer project for Pakistan. For-
eign Minister said New Delhi has allocated 
80 billion rupees for terrorists and estab-
lished terrorists training camps on its soil 
to disrupt CPEC projects. He said India also 
wants to create unrest in Gilgit-Baltistan 
during and after elections and the dossier, 
containing irrefutable evidence of Indian 
sponsorship to terrorism has exposed In-
dian plans. Shah Mahmood Qureshi said 
India has become a threat to the region’s 
peace and stability and International com-
munity should take notice of the Indian 
nefarious designs to destabilize Pakistan 
through terrorism. Foreign Minister said 
India is also using Afghan soil against Paki-
stan, therefore Pakistan and Afghanistan 
should devise a comprehensive strategy to 
fight against the terrorism. VoM

ISLAMABAD
Prime Minister’s Focal Person on Shel-
ter Homes Naseem ur Rehman has said 
that concerted efforts were being made 
to sensitize ‘Panahgahs’ dwellers about 
standard operating procedures (SOPs), 
issued by the government to curb the 
coronavirus pandemic second layer in 
the country. “We are ensuring strict en-
forcement of the health guidelines such 
as mask wearing, hand washing and so-
cial distancing at the facilities to keep 
the virus at bay,” he told the media at the 
‘G-9 Shelter Home’ during his routine 
inspection visit. He said all the service 
providers at shelter homes were sensi-
tized about the precautionary measures 
that were imperative to prevent the pan-
demic outbreak at crowded places. To a 
question, the focal person said some six 
‘Panahgahs’ at the twin cities of Rawal-
pindi and Islamabad had more than 30 
staffers who were being educated regu-
larly so that the health messages could 
be delivered to the dwellers by them in 
a face to face interaction. He said large 
size radios had also been installed at the 
shelter homes to convey the health mes-
sages to the residents directly. Special 
programmes were being broadcast on the 
specific radio channels to enhance their 
awareness level against the contagion, 

he added. “With the help of a Strengthen-
ing Participatory Organization, we have 
installed at least three hand-washing 
booths at each panahgahs of Islamabad 
including Bhara Kahu and others to en-
sure their safety from the coronavirus.” 
“In the prevailing situation, hand-wash-
ing booths at the panahgahs will work 
as a critical equipment in combating the 
deadly virus which has devoured several 
lives across the world,” the focal person 
remarked. He said all the public and pri-
vate sectors’ resources were being mobi-
lized to ensure regular medical supplies 
at shelter homes of the twin cities of 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad. VoM

Efforts afoot to prevent virus outbreak at 
‘Panahaghs’: Focal Person

NEW YORK
Pakistan’s Permanent Representative to 

United Nations Munir Akram has expressed 
the hope that United States, under the lead-
ership of President-elect Joe Biden, will 
adopt a balanced approach towards India 
and Pakistan, and help prevent an all-out 
confrontation that threatens the region. in a 
wide-ranging interview with a US magazine, 
Ambassador Akram called the US-India 
strategic partnership a “wrong choice,” 
but he still argued that improving ties with 
Pakistan could prove extremely beneficial 
for the upcoming administration. “We hope 
that, as in the past, the US would adopt a 
balanced approach towards both India and 
Pakistan, an approach that is equitable, that 
takes into account the national interests of 
not only India, but also Pakistan,” he said. “If 
there is a balanced policy from Washington 
towards the continent, I think Washington 
would find Pakistan a willing partner,” he 
added. “Obviously, Pakistan would like to 
have better relations with the United States, 
and we would be looking to find the areas 
of convergence where we can work to-
gether.” India removed the special status 
of the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK) in August last year 

which was followed by a severe lockdown 
that saw Indian troops committing human 
rights abuses against protesting Kashmiri 
people. In the interview, Akram hoped 
that Biden as president would be willing 
to address these issues with Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. In doing so, the 
Pakistani envoy said, the president-elect 
could help prevent an all-out confronta-
tion that threatens the region. “We hope 
that with this approach of adherence to 
the principles of human rights and opposi-
tion to repression and all that goes with it,” 
he said, “we will find common ground with 
the US to help us to defuse the situation in 
Kashmir, to help us in avoiding the danger 
of a conflict with our big neighbour.” Biden’s 
running mate, former Senator Kamala 
Harris, whose mother was born in India, 
issued a statement during her campaign 

saying: “We have to remind Kashmiris that 
they are not alone in the world.” Akram 
said in the interview, he hoped “this trans-
lates into political action”. “Hopefully, if the 
Biden administration is open to looking 
at the reality of the Jammu and Kashmir 
situation and what the Indians are doing 
there,” he told the magazine, “it will come 
to the conclusion that it is important to 
achieve a political solution as well.” When 
pointed out that the US has reinvigorated 
the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) 
in the context of Sino-Indian tensions, 
bringing together Australia and Japan in a 
bid to pursue a vision of a “free and open 
Indo-Pacific”, Akram said that Pakistan was 
not alarmed by these developments. “The 
(QUAD] is not a direct concern for us,” he 
said, “because we are not in competition 
for regional or global power. We have no 
pretensions to be a major power.” However, 
Ambassador Akram suggested there was a 
real opportunity for expansion of the US-
Pakistan relationship. He explained that 
he understood why the US would wanted 
to court a market as big as India’s, but that 
Pakistan was seeking assurances that the 
Washington-New Delhi relationship would 
not come at Islamabad’s expense. Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
P r i me M in iste r  Im ra n  Kha n 
s ays  i nte rn a t ion a l  commu -
ni ty  cann ot  re m a in  s i le n t 
over  i r re fu ta ble  evid e n ce s 
provi ded a bou t  In d ia’s  s ta te 
s po ns o re d  te rror ism in-
s i de  Pak ista n .  In  a  se r ie s  o f 
tweets ,  the  Pr im e  Min iste r 
s a i d  tha t  d e ta i ls  o f  f in a n -
c i a l  and m a te r ia l  su p p ort 
and I ndia n  s ta te ’s  d ire ct  in -
vo lvemen t  in  te rror ism a s 
evi dence  h ave  be e n  g ive n 
to  the  in te rn a t ion a l  com -
mu ni ty  an d  the  world  ca n -
no t  rem a in  in d i f fe re n t ,  in 
the  face  of  the se  p roofs .  He 
s a i d  we exp e ct  th e  in te rn a -
t i o nal  commun ity  to  force 
I ndi a  to  e n d  i ts  te rror ism 
and b r i n g  th e  re sp on sible 

to  ju st ice  who k i l led  thou -
sa n d s  of  in n oce n t  people  in 
Pa k ista n .  T h e  Pr ime Minis-
te r  sa id  ou r  re s i l ient  and 
coura ge ous  se cu r i ty  agen-
c ie s  a n d  force s  wi l l  cont in -
u e  to  g ive  th e ir  a l l  to  pro -
te ct  ou r  p e op le .  Imran Khan 
a lso  re i te ra te d  the  resolve 
tha t  we  k n ow h ow to  de -
fe n d  our  cou n try  and wi l l 
con t in ue  to  d o  so  with  our 
combin e d  n a t ion a l  resolve . 
Pr im e  Min iste r  Imran Khan 
h a s  vowe d  to  br in g  inf lat ion 
u n d e r  con trol  further  as 
p r ice s  o f  food  i te ms are  de-
c l in in g  in  Pa k ista n  as  com -
p a re d  to  othe r  p a rts  o f  the 
su bcon t in e n t .  In  a  tweet ,  he 
sa id  th e  se n si t ive  pr ice  in-
d ex  sh ows a  d e c l ine  for  sec-

ond consecut ive  week in  the 
country.  The  Pr ime Minister 
quoted  a  media  report  s tat -
ing  that  India’s  reta i l  in f la -
t ion  may stay  e levated  for 
at  least  three  more  months 
a f ter  h i t t ing  a  s ix-year 
h igh  last  month .  I t  sa id  the 
h igh  pr ices  are  a  part icu-
lar  cause  of  concern  for  In-
dia’s  hundreds  of  mi l l ions 
of  poor  people ,  who have 
a lready  been squeezed by 
the  coronavirus  pandemic 
and i ts  impact  on  an  econ -
omy that  contracted  a  re -
cord  23 .9  percent  in  Apri l -
June  th is  year.  Onion  pr ices 
have  more  than  quadrupled 
in  India ,  whi le  soyoi l  pr ic -
es  have  ra l l ied  23  percent 
in  last  three  months .   VoM

India Sponsoring Terrorism

PM urges int’l community to force India stop sponsoring terrorism
Prime Minister Imran Khan said we expect the international community to force India to end its terrorism

Developed countries 
achieve success through 

education & research: 
Speaker National Assembly

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser Sunday 
said that developed nations have achieved suc-
cess by struggling in the fields of education and 
research and have made the country famous. He 
was addressing the 17th Annual Scholarship and 
Distribution Awards Ceremony organized by the 
Wana Welfare Association of the Gomal University, 
Dera Ismail Khan. Deputy Commissioner Dera Is-
mail Khan Arifullah Awan, Deputy Commissioner 
South Waziristan Khalid Khan and Arif Shahbaz 
Wazir were also present. The Speaker National 
Assembly gave the awards to 60 talented students. 
“We also have strong hope from our young stu-
dents. He said that for a bright future, one has to 
not only think but also take practical steps and do 
their hard work day and night so Allah Almighty re-
wards them with success,” he advised the students. 
He said that the best reforms in the education sec-
tor are the ambition of the present government. “It 
is our vision to equip the children of the beloved 
homeland with education,” adding, “The present 
government is taking all possible steps to pro-
mote trade with Afghanistan and in Central Asia.” 
He said that a special committee of the National 
Assembly was being formed to review the devel-
opment projects in the tribal districts (formerly 
FATA) and in the tribal districts where there were 
any obstacles in the development projects would 
not only be removed those obstacles but also expe-
dite the work on these projects. “Our first priority 
and desire is that the promises made to the people 
of the tribal districts be fulfilled as soon as possi-
ble,” Speaker Asad Qaiser said. He said that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s visit to Afghanistan is of 
utmost importance, which will be in the best inter-
est of Pakistan and the people of Afghanistan. VoM
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COVID-19 and 
Virtual Learning

Pandemic COVID-19 wrecked an unprecedented havoc to the world.in 
the aftermaths,   the education sector  took stride to virtual learning 
however government schooling framework was not manufactured, 
nor prepared, to adapt to a circumstance like this. It comes up short 
on the structures to sustain viable teaching and learning during the 
shutdown. The fast and unexpected digital transformation process 

of universities has tremendous outstanding burden on ICT units of institutions 
to manufacture e-platforms, incorporated existing external applications into 
their systems and full relocation into external applications.This pandemic has 
its pros and cons in the learning and education department. Online learning is 
completely subjected to gadgets and web, teachers and students with bad internet 
connections are liable to be denied access to online learning.Students belonging 
to remote areas face trouble attending online sessions due to poor internet con-
nectivity. Also the interruption of family members during class cause disruption 
and diversion of students’ attention from lecture and learning process.Not all 
students have the same level of skills and knowledge of digital devices hence 
virtual learningis creating a digital competence.The assessment by instructors 
is not that fair to some extent because of the dodging of students.Online learning 
is not as effective as on campus learning since there is no face to face interaction 
and on-hand learning.Children’s academic performance is falling apart during 
the pandemic, alongside their progress on other developmental skills. For many 
students, one of the biggest challenges of online learning is the struggle with 
focusing on the screen for long periods of time.Online learning on the other hand 
has overcome the spread of COVID-19.It offers teachers an efficient way to deliver 
lessons to students. Virtual learning has a number of tools such as videos, PDFs, 
podcasts, and teachers can use all these tools as part of their lesson plans. Another 
advantage of online education is that it allows students to attend classes from any 
location of their choice. Also online learning is reduced financial costs since no 
travelling is required.Since online classes can be taken from home or location of 
choice, there are fewer chances of students missing out on lessons.

 
The LOC Quagmire

T Laden with protracted violence and intensified geo-
political intrigue, Kashmir valley continue to portray 
the dismal picture of the Indian assertive policies and 
pretreated violence. At one end the occupied territory 
is under siege whilst at the other end masses alongside 
LoC successively targeted by the noxious Indian armed 

forces on daily basis. Recently, in Neelum sector, Indian armed forced extended 
their trail of Ceasefire Violations that resulted in martyrdom of 5 civilians and 
dozens of injuries were also reported. According to the Minstery of Foreign Affairs, 
ever since Modi came into there is drastic surge in the CFVs- the ratio has increased 
16 times higher than previous regimes and it has reached to alarming height of 968 
per year. Amid of entire political and conflictual developments dismaying factor is 
overt acceptance of Modi as he states “this is not time for empty talk but for bullet 
by our forces” And the global watchdogs and institutions merely playing role of 
spectator’s. Notably, Unprovoked firing and LOC violations by India drastically 
increased while its media apparatus at home and abroad repeatedly indulged 
propaganda against Pakistan and fraudulently prove itself innocent in the global 
arena. Such a tactic orients from two aspects. First, LOC violations remained a 
consistent tool of Indian turbulent policies and its geographic complexities rescind 
the plausibility of figuring out the actual perpetrator. Second, escalated hostility 
with Pakistan at borders, tend to deviate the attention of the global world from 
the current situation of Kashmir, significantly the illegitimate changes made in 
the political milieu.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

Afghan peace process

Amongst the challenges, the Biden admin-
istration sought to prioritize the Afghan 
conflict. However, the new government 
will continue to follow the current manual 
book of the peace process. Trump’s sud-
den announcement of troop’s withdrawal 

from Afghanistan brought a shift in US foreign policy. 
The October tweet of withdrawing troop was nothing 
new for political pundits but it met widely with justified 
skepticism. Trump set a notion of unpredictability in US 
foreign policy however troop’s withdrawal has been a 
campaign pledge for the presidency of his predecessors 
too. The miscalculated military intervention by George 
W. Bush in the quest of war against terrorism by toppling 
the Taliban and rout AL Qaida was a subtle, expansive, 
and inescapable journey of the US. Bush committed to 
withdrawing all US troops by 2011 in his term. President 
Barak Obama entered in White House with a pledge to 
withdraw US troops from two major war zones i.e. Iraq 
and Afghanistan but while leaving office he engaged US 
troops in three ongoing war zones i.e. Iraq, Syria, and 
Afghanistan. Likewise, the Trump 2016 election cam-
paign of withdrawing US Troops from nasty unending 
war became once again his re-election campaign of 2020.
Afghan top peace negotiator Abdullah Abdullah said that 
Washington has given the Taliban the upper hand in the 

negotiation process after Trump announced withdrawing 
all US troops by Christmas. Pakistan officials also have ex-
pressed concern over the accelerated withdrawal. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan warned in an editorial published 
in the Washington Post that a “hasty withdrawal from 
Afghanistan would be unwise”. Islamabad supported the 
military presence of the US in Afghanistan rather than 
a complete exit that would lead to regional instability. 
Pakistan is playing a positive role in the peace process to 
make a conducive environment for US troop withdrawal 
from Afghanistan. Recently Islamabad welcomed high-
level Taliban delegates and US special representative to 
Afghanistan ZalmyKhalilzad to review the stalled peace 
talk. On the other hand, India is acting as a spoiler in 
the peace talks since it is using Afghan soil to support 
proxies against Pakistan but it couldn’t achieve its stra-
tegic interest due to Taliban domination. New Delhi is, 
therefore, less supportive of the reconciliation process 
and reluctant to establish diplomatic relations with the 
Taliban suspecting that it is a terrorist proxy of regional 
rival Pakistan.Regional actors even Russia and China en-
gaged with the Taliban and Pakistan is sincerely dedi-
cated to resolving the Afghan conflict but the complicated 
intra-afghan peace process with the interference of the 
external “spoilers” slow down the peace process and it 
will consume time to get an ultimate peace resolution. 
The withdrawal campaign is in the national interest of 
the US but lest Afghanistan be not another Vietnam for 
the US. If the inescapable journey of the US in Afghanistan 
wouldn’t meet any mutual peace resolution then the 
Vietnamization of Afghanistan might be the graveyard 
of the American Empire. In a detailed interview regard-
ing democratic foreign policy ideas, Adam Smith favored 
the sharp withdrawal and mentioned the future threat in 
maintaining the presence of  NATO in Afghanistan that 

“If you are waiting until there is peace in Afghanistan… 
that’s not going to happen. We have been there almost 20 
years now. It’s pretty clear that our military isn’t going to 
solve that problem”. Liberals around the world are worry 
regarding the aggressive drawdown policy of the US but 
its realism that determines Foreign Policy. National 
Interest and national Power is the determination of for-
eign policy. The personality of the statesman does have 
some impact on the nature of the foreign policy that’s 
why Bush after gaining much power displayed American 
hegemonic power by the so-called War on Terror. But 
now another rival is rising in the Asia Pacific and US for-
eign policy is all centered to contain the rising power. US 
quest to strengthen alliance making and sharpen Quad 
in the Asia Pacific undermining its importance towards 
Central Asia. Taliban welcomed the Trump tweet and 
ZabihullahMujahed’s official spokesperson said “we 
hoped the president re-election and would wind-up US 
military presence in Afghanistan”. Taliban strength and 
ground legitimacy cannot be denied once the US accepted 
and carried a set of deals and Agreements with it as a 
major actor. The complicated peace deals will take time 
and a deliberate withdrawal is necessary for the safety 
of US vital national security interests that are at stake 
in Afghanistan. 

The Crown review

Princess Diana and Margaret Thatcher fuel a stronger season four
BEVERLY HILLS

For fans disappointed with The Crown’s un-
even third season, the latest instalment is a 
return to form.With Netflix finally delivering 
the long awaited arrival of Princess Diana and 
Margaret Thatcher, the pricey royal drama is 
back in gear with high drama and political in-
trigue, anchored by two era-defining women.

For better or worse, one drove celebrity cul-
ture and the other global politics – and their 
impact are still being felt four decades on. 
With that narrative richness, it would be hard 
to not make a compelling fourth season, which 
debuts on Sunday, November 15.The 10 epi-
sodes are bookended by Thatcher’s election in 
1979 and her eventual downfall in 1990, which 
coincides with the start of Charles and Diana’s 
courtship and its descent into bitter disinte-
gration.This series’ pacing is punchier, the 
production still lavish, and there are few flat 
episodes.And the addition of Gillian Anderson 
in the cast as Thatcher gives the series a politi-
cal through-line and consistency it hasn’t had 
since John Lithgow’s Winston Churchill. That’s 
not necessarily the show’s fault given, you 
know, that was the history, but it’s something 
the show has been missing. So, while there 
are moments when Thatcher is sympathetic, 
and certainly having someone like Anderson 
in that role goes a long way to humanising her, 
The Crown also highlights the social destruc-
tion wrought by her hardline economic poli-

cies.When Anderson as Thatcher waxes lyrical 
about loyalty to individualism over social and 
community duty, it stings that the hangover 
from that particular bout of Thatcherism re-
mains. It’s also at odds with the Queen’s ethos 
(or so we’ve been told).The sight of two hard-
coiffured, middle-aged women with their small 
handbags playing power games at the high-

est level is quite the tableau. Even The Crown 
fans who prefer the personal over the politi-
cal won’t be disappointed in the interpersonal 
dynamics in these scenes.Especially as it gives 
Olivia Colman (who, while brimming with tal-
ent, hasn’t fallen into the role as easily as her 
predecessor Claire Foy) her meatiest scenes 
in the two seasons she’s played Elizabeth II.

Heat and Dust Help Launch Martian 
Water Into Space, Scientists Find

LONDON
Scientists using an instrument aboard 

NASA’s Mars Atmosphere and Volatile 
EvolutioN, or MAVEN, spacecraft have dis-
covered that water vapor near the surface 
of the Red Planet is lofted higher into the 
atmosphere than anyone expected was pos-
sible. There, it is easily destroyed by electri-
cally charged gas particles — or ions — and 
lost to space.Researchers said that the phe-
nomenon they uncovered is one of several 
that has led Mars to lose the equivalent of a 
global ocean of water up to hundreds of feet 
(or up to hundreds of meters) deep over bil-
lions of years.  Reporting on their finding on 
Nov. 13 in the journal Science, researchers 
said that Mars continues to lose water today 
as vapor is transported to high altitudes after 
sublimating from the frozen polar caps during 
warmer seasons.“We were all surprised to find 
water so high in the atmosphere,” said Shane 
W. Stone, a doctoral student in planetary sci-
ence at the University of Arizona’s Lunar and 
Planetary Laboratory in Tucson. “The  meas-
urements we used could have only come from 
MAVEN as it soars through the atmosphere 
of Mars, high above the planet’s surface.”To 
make their discovery, Stone and his colleagues 
relied on data from MAVEN’s Neutral Gas and 
Ion Mass Spectrometer (NGIMS), which was 

developed at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. The mass spec-
trometer inhales air and separates the ions 
that comprise it by their mass, which is how 
scientists identify them.Stone and his team 
tracked the abundance of water ions high 
over Mars for more than two Martian years. 
In doing so, they determined that the amount 
of water vapor near the top of the atmosphere 
at about 93 miles, or 150 kilometers, above 
the surface is highest during summer in the 
southern hemisphere. During this time, the 
planet is closest to the Sun, and thus warmer, 
and dust storms are more likely to happen. 
The warm summer temperatures and strong 
winds associated with dust storms help water 
vapor reach the uppermost parts of the at-
mosphere, where it can easily be broken into 
its constituent oxygen and hydrogen. The 
hydrogen and oxygen then escape to space. 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

New York has introduced new restrictions aimed 
at curbing coronavirus, with Mayor Bill de Blasio 
warning it was the city’s “last chance” to stop a sec-
ond wave.Bars, restaurants and gyms must close 
by 22:00 and people can only meet in groups of 
10 or less.The US is seeing a surge in coronavirus 
- a record 65,368 Americans were in hospital on 
Wednesday.The Covid Tracking Project also reported 
a record 144,270 new cases.An average of over 900 
people a day are now dying with the disease.More 
than a million new cases in November pushed the 
total confirmed cases to over 10 million nationally, 
with 233,080 deaths so far.The US has been seeing 
more than 100,000 new cases per day over the last 
eight days in what experts say may be a worse out-
break than those seen in the spring and summer. 
Experts warn hospitals across the country could 
soon be overwhelmed.On Wednesday a member of 
President-elect Joe Biden’s Covid-19 advisory panel 
said a four to six week lockdown could bring the 
pandemic under control. ”We’re seeing a national 

and global Covid surge, and New York is a ship on 
the Covid tide,” state Governor Andrew Cuomo said 
on Wednesday.New measures come into effect on 
Friday affecting hospitality after Mr Cuomo said 
contact tracing identified late-night gatherings as 
key virus spreaders in the state. If the rate of spread 
of infection continued to rise, Mayor Blasio said the 
New York City’s public school system would close 
and children would begin online classes.“This is our 
last chance to stop a second wave. We can do it, but 
we have to act now,” Mr de Blasio tweeted.New York 
City was badly hit by the virus earlier this year when 
nearly 18,000 people died with Covid-19 in March, 
April and May, according to the city’s Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene. States across the US have 
broken new case records this week with Texas be-
coming the first state to hit one million total cases on 
Tuesday. If Texas were a separate country, it would 
rank 11th in the world for most cases.Other states, 
including Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, California 
and Florida, have also seen numbers rise. CBS News 
reports 15 states saw the numbers of patients in 
hospital due to the virus double in the last month.

Some hospitals, such as in Idaho and Missouri, have 
had to turn patients away because they ran out of 
room. State leaders have been re-imposing pandemic 
restrictions as a result. Residents of Wisconsin and 
Nevada have been urged to stay at home for two 
weeks and in Minnesota, bars and restaurants must 
shut by 22:00.On Tuesday, Mr Osterholm warned 
of a “perfect storm”. Speaking to CBS This Morning, 
Mr Osterholm said there was “no question that our 
hospitals are about to be overrun”. He noted “the 
darkest days of this pandemic between now and next 
spring”, before the vaccine arrives.Mr Osterholm, 
who heads the infectious disease research centre at 
the University of Minnesota, said during the sum-
mer spike after the Labour Day national holiday, new 
cases rose to 32,000 a day.“Now we’re running in the 
120- to 130,000 cases a day,” he said. “Do not be at 
all surprised when we hit 200,000 cases a day.”The 
same day, US infectious disease chief Dr Anthony 
Fauci offered some hopeful news. He said the new 
Covid vaccine by Pfizer was expected to go through 
an emergency authorisation process in the next 
week or so. Human trials suggest it is 90% effective.

New York imposes measures in ‘last chance’ against new wave

November-16-1945

I n a move that stirs up some controversy, 
as part of “Operation Paperclip,” the United 
States ships 88 German scientists to America 
to assist the nation in its production of 
rocket technology. Most of these men had 
served under the Nazi regime and critics in 

the United States questioned the morality of placing 
them in the service of America. Nevertheless, the U.S. 
government, desperate to acquire the scientific know-
how that had produced the terrifying and destructive 
V-1 and V-2 rockets for Germany during WWII, and 
fearful that the Russians were also utilizing captured 
German scientists for the same end, welcomed the 
men with open arms. Realizing that the importation 
of scientists who had so recently worked for the Nazi 
regime so hated by Americans was a delicate public 
relations situation, the U.S. military cloaked the op-
eration in secrecy. In announcing the plan, a military 
spokesman merely indicated that some German sci-
entists who had worked on rocket development had 
“volunteered” to come to the United States and work 
for a “very moderate salary.” The voluntary nature of 
the scheme was somewhat undercut by the admis-
sion that the scientists were in “protective custody.” 
Upon their arrival in the United States on November 

16, newsmen and photographers were not allowed to 
interview or photograph the newcomers. A few days 
later, a source in Sweden claimed that the scientists 
were members of the Nazi team at Peenemeunde 
where the V-weapons had been produced. The U.S. 
government continued to remain somewhat vague 
about the situation, stating only that “certain out-
standing German scientists and technicians” were 
being imported in order to “take full advantage of 

these significant developments, which are deemed 
vital to our national security.” The situation pointed 
out one of the many ironies connected with the Cold 
War. The United States and the Soviet Union, once 
allies against Germany and the Nazi regime during 
World War II, were now in a fierce contest to acquire 
the best and brightest scientists who had helped arm 
the German forces in order to construct weapons sys-
tems to threaten each other.

German scientists brought to United States to work on rocket technology
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Prince Harry surprises pal 
on Strictly Come Dancing

NEWYORK
The flame-haired royal - who, alongside his 
wife Duchess Meghan, stepped down as senior 
royals earlier this year - appeared on the BBC 
One latin and ballroom show via video chat to 
pass on his best wishes to friend and former 
Invictus Games star JJ Chalmers, who is com-
peting on the show. Via video chat, the Duke 
of Sussex said: “Nice tan JJ! When I first met JJ 
he was a shell of himself but then to see you 
shine through Invictus and to be yourself again, 
that was the start of an amazing journey. You’re 
definitely having an impact on society now es-
pecially when you’re wearing those tight blue 
shorts and the socks pulled up. It doesn’t get 
better than that! I’m genuinely proud. You’re 
not a dancer, proving that you can actually 
do whatever you put your mind to which is 
amazing.’”To which JJ replied: “The simple fact 
is, if Prince Harry had not created the Invictus 
Games, I wouldn’t have had that moment to 
change my life forever.” And it’s not only JJ 
that Prince Harry, his wife Duchess Meghan 
and their son Archie have been using Zoom to 
chat with online, as the family have also been 
in touch with their royal relatives in the UK. A 
source said: “They have so much fun over Zoom, 
and they have bonded through Zoom calls.VoM

Ryan gushes about wife 
and their daughters

NEW YORK
Ryan Reynolds has mostly kept his family life with 
wife Blake Lively and their three daughters pri-
vate.But the Golden Globe nominee doesn’t hesi-
tate to express his love for his four favorite girls.
He recently admitted he ‘never in a million years 
would’ve imagined’ being a father to three girls, 
as he gushed about Lively and their daughters 
to Access Hollywood. The 44-year-old said: ‘No 
joke, they’re like the most capable people I know. 
If anything got crazy or scary in my life, they’re the 
first people I would lean on because they have 
wisdom and strength and they’re calm under fire. 
They have courage under fire.’He added: ‘I love 
being a girl dad. I have three daughters, which 
I never in a million years would’ve imagined. I 
come from all boys. ‘I have three older brothers 
— I’m the youngest of four boys, so for me to have 
three daughters has just been such a ride, and I 
love every second of it.’ The 44-year-old said: ‘No 
joke, they’re like the most capable people I know. 
If anything got crazy or scary in my life, they’re the 
first people I would lean on because they have 
wisdom and strength and they’re calm under fire. 
They have courage under fire.’He added: ‘I love 
being a girl dad. I have three daughters, which 
I never in a million years would’ve imagined. I 
come from all boys.VoM

Emma Roberts’ weekly 
tears

LONDON
The ‘American Horror Story’ star admits there 
have been some ups and downs but she feels 
“so grateful” and “so lucky” to have something to 
“focus” on during the pandemic.She said: “I’ve hit 
the point where like half way up the stairs I have 
to sit down sometimes and maybe tears roll down 
a couple times a week.“But no I’m so grateful and 
feel so lucky especially in such a crazy year like this 
to have been able to have something else to focus 
on and have something to be excited about and 
so I feel really, really lucky.  I am just so excited to 
meet him, it’s like edge of my seat anticipation.”And 
Emma also feels lucky to have some friends who are 
pregnant too at the same as they have been like a 
“nice support group” for her during her own jour-
ney.Speaking on The Drew Barrymore Show, she 
added: “Literally four of my close girlfriends were 
pregnant this year or have had a baby this year. So I 
have had such a nice support group of other women 
that either were ahead of me in their pregnancy or 
on their second baby so I felt so luckyVoM 

Bureau Reuter
Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia returned to international 
football action in style on Saturday 
evening in Riyadh with a 3-0 win over 
Jamaica in their first game of 2020.
First-half goals from Salem Al-Dawsari 
and Saleh Al-Shehri put the Green 
Falcons in control, with substitute Firas 
Albirakan adding a third before the end 
to secure a comfortable, encouraging 
and deserved victory.It was a measured 
performance from the clinical hosts, 

ranked 67 in the world, against the visi-
tors placed 19 spots higher, in an empty 
Prince Faisal bin Fahd Stadium.While 
it was understandable that there was 
some rustiness in the home team, with 
coronavirus causing all official games to 
be postponed, coach Herve Renard will 
have been delighted with the energy, 
work-rate and commitment that his 
players showed in a game that, at times, 
did not feel like a friendly.Some of the  
thunderous challenges on display, es-
pecially a first-half two-footed tackle 
from Mohammed Al-Khabrani, could  
have resulted in a red card in a com-
petitive match.The home team started 
brightly and were ahead after just 10 
minutes. Al-Dawsari saw his spot-kick, 
awarded after Kemar Lawrence han-
dled in the area, well-saved by Dwayne 
Miller, but the Saudi star was on hand 
to fire in the rebound from close range.
The Reggae Boyz came within a whisker 

of leveling just before the half-hour. A 
low ball from the right fizzed across 
the Saudi area with Norman Campbell 
getting a touch from close range, but 
Mohammed Al-Yami reacted quickly 
to palm the ball away from danger. It 
was the closest Jamaica came to a goal.
On the stroke of half-time, it was 2-0. 
Lawrence was robbed of possession 
just outside his own area by the ever 
alert Ayman Yahya. A simple but effec-
tive pass found Al-Shehri just inside the 
area and the forward made no mistake, 
tucking the ball in the bottom corner.
Saudi Arabia were looking increasingly 
fluent going forward, and at the start of 
the second-half a slick build-up resulted 
in a corner that saw Ahmed Sharahili’s 
header comfortably saved by Miller. The 
pressure kept coming from the home 
team, but they were struggling to create 
clear enough chances to put the game 
to bed.

Staff Report
KARACHI

For a nation that seems to have its sport-
ing attention fixated solely on cricket, the 
prospect of introducing motorsport may 
appear far-fetched.And yet, that is exactly 
what Usman Ghani, the first Pakistani 
to gain a Fédération Internationale de 
Motocyclisme (FIM) Race License, is hop-
ing to achieve. The 27-year-old is doing 
everything he can to open the world 
of professional motorbike racing to his 
country.But perhaps more noteworthy 
is what has driven him to take up this 
mission. Sharing insight into his motiva-
tion, Ghani said that he diverted all his 
attention to the track when confronted 
by the most tragic moment of his life.“In 
2017, I lost my closest friend to a road 
accident,” Ghani revealed. “It happened 
right in front of my eyes, through no fault 
of his own. His bike crashed simply due 
to road conditions.”Ghani had gained his 

FIM license that same year. “Although I 
had passed the assessment the year prior, 
I needed the results of my medical and 
drug tests for my license,” he recalled. “My 
friend’s tragic accident made me direct all 
my attention to the track.”With his license 
in hand, Ghani embarked on a mission to 
coach fellow motorheads. “I coach for free 
and always help anyone that asks me a rid-
ing question,” he said. “Because I feel if I 
can teach someone something that’ll help 
them one day save their lives. That’ll be 
one way for me to reduce another loss to 
a family.”In the three years since, Ghani has 
also won 10 Podium finishes overall – P3 
in the last championship, and P3 in Rookie 
Championship in his first year. He also be-
came the first-ever Pakistani who was able 
to strike back-to-back podium finishes in 
the SuperStock Championship based on pi-
loting the MotoTech Yamaha R6.Although 
he grew up in Saudi Arabia, Ghani said his 
heart had always been in Pakistan. Talking 

about his passion for motorsports, he said 
he and his elder brother inherited it from 
their father. 

Industries minister vows to reduce 
undue burden of taxes to boost 

growth
Bureau Report

LAHORE
Federal Minister for Industries and 

Production Hammad Azhar on Saturday 
assured the business community of end-
ing unnecessary tax burden on businesses.
While speaking at the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (LCCI), the federal 
minister said that the government wanted 
to reduce undue burden of taxes to ensure 
fast growth of trade, industry and economy.
He said that Pakistan’s economy had taken 
a remarkable turnaround and economic in-
dicators were portraying a positive picture. 
“The global economy is squeezing at a rate 
of 4.5% while the Indian economy is shrink-
ing over 10% due to Covid-19 but the econ-
omy of Pakistan is in a positive mode,” he 
added.Azhar highlighted that the industry 
of Pakistan is leading the economic revival, 
adding that 7.5% growth of industrial com-
ponents has been recorded in September 
2020 as compared to the same period of last 
year.“Demand and consumption of cement 
and urea fertiliser are at their historic peak; 

while, sales of automobile sector are 43% 
higher than the previous year,” he added.
Azhar said, “The government has made for-
eign exchange reserves stronger while inter-
national institutions have changed Pakistan’s 
rating for the better.”He apprised the busi-
nessmen that the government paid electric-
ity bills of over three million businessmen/
traders for three months during Covid-19. 
“Moreover, the government presented a 
tax-free budget and relief packages for the 
construction industry.”The minister further 
informed that 13 Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) were being established in Punjab 

while the already established SEZs were 
being upgraded.He said the facility of zero-
rated regime for the five sectors had been 
abolished. The benefits would be transferred 
directly to the exports proceedings from next 
year.He also assured the business community 
that a new policy for SMEs would be intro-
duced soon. “The prime minister has formed 
the National Coordination Committee (NCC) 
to facilitate the SMEs,” Azhar stated.Speaking 
on the occasion, LCCI President Mian Tariq 
Misbah appreciated the initiatives taken by 
the government, adding that the policies had 
helped revive economic activities.

Bureau Report
Dubai

The real estate sector in Sharjah recorded 
a 10 per cent growth in transactions con-
cluded in the third quarter of 2020 as com-
pared to the same period last year.Figures 
show 14,854 real estate transactions, worth 
D4.6 billion, were sealed in the thrid queter 
of this year.The sales transactions recorded in 
the third quarter covered 14.6 million square 
feet, as per the latest quarterly report of the 
areas and cities of the emirate issued by the 
SharjahReal Estate Registration Department 

(SRERD). The growth is mainly attributed to 
the series of stimulus decisions recently taken 
by the Government of Sharjah to contain the 
effects of the Covid-19 global pandemic. “The 
support given to all government and private 
entities, business and individual sectors, 
included an extended three-month exemp-
tion of the annual license renewal fees for 
economic establishments, a discount of 50 
per cent on delayed fines and violations for 
economic establishments, and a discount of 
50 per cent on the license fees for industrial 
establishments to help boost the contribution 
of the industrial sector to the gross domestic 
product,” said Abdul Aziz Ahmed Al Shamsi, 
Director General of the Sharjah Real Estate 
Registration Department. A further discount 
was also granted on the insurance and sup-
ply fees of electricity, water and natural gas 
services for the owners of economic, commer-
cial and industrial establishments who were 
permitted to pay due fees in instalments over 
two years to reduce their financial burdens.
Reducing the fees on the sale value from 4 

per cent to 2 per cent for non-GCC purchasers 
until March 31, 2020 was also a major deci-
sion, he underlined. “This new decision, along 
with the latest stimulus package, have led to 
a rapid recovery of the real estate sector here 
that it continues to play a pivotal role in the 
progress and prosperity of the emirate,” said 
Al Shamsi. Residential properties topped the 
list in the third quarter of 2020 with 813 sale 
transactions. The industrial transactions came 
second with 120 sales transactions, followed 
by 108 commercial transactions, and 49 ag-
ricultural sale transactions.The residential 
properties, topping the list, constituted 74.6 
per cent of the sales transactions sealed in the 
third quarter of 2020. These are compared to 
11 per cent for the industrial sales transac-
tions which came second, 9.9 per cent for the 
commercial sales transactions which ranked 
third, and finally 4.5 per cent for the agricul-
tural sales transactions. Investors from 47 na-
tionalities were involved in the reported real 
estate transactions in the emirate of Sharjah 
in the third quarter of the year 2020.

Sharjah real estate transactions record Dh4.6b in 

Dubai Aerospace 
plans to expand 

portfolio to 450 jets in 
2021
Bureaau Report

Abu Dhabi
Emirates airline and FlySafair 

on Sunday announced an in-
terline agreement, opening up 
connections for customers to 
selected routes on FlySafair’s 
network in South Africa.Through 
the arrangement, Emirates 
and FlySafair will offer single-
ticket travel and tagging of 
baggage for travellers transfer-
ring from Emirates’ gateways – 
Johannesburg, Cape Town, and 
Durban - to FlySafair domestic 
points in South Africa, such as 
Port Elizabeth, East London and 
George.Customers can also con-
nect to FlySafair’s points with-
out backtracking to their initial 
destination when catching their 
flight back to Dubai, the com-
panies said in a statement.“We 
are pleased to begin our inter-
line partnership with FlySafair. 
Their network complements our 
South African presence, provid-
ing an array of connections for 
our customers, which makes 
this a natural partnership,” said 
Badr Abbas, Emirates’ Senior Vice 
President Commercial Operations 
for Africa.“The superb service and 
vast route network that Emirates 
offers is world-renowned, and 
we are proud to have partnered 
with them in providing customers 
greater connectivity when trav-
elling,” said Kirby Gordon, Chief 
Marketing Officer at FlySafair.

Bureau Report
LONDON

Abu Dhabi International Airport is trialing 
the use of artificial intelligence to shorten 
queues and support social distancing.The 
“Smart Travel” system, developed in partner-
ship with ConvergentAI, aims to optimize pas-
senger traffic through the airport from check-in 
and immigration through to boarding.It comes 
as airports and airlines worldwide try to re-
store passenger confidence in air travel, which 
has been severely damaged by a pandemic that 
has already claimed close to 1.4 million lives 
worldwide.As a part of the trial, select pas-
sengers traveling with Etihad Airways will 
be informed of the optimal time for them to 
arrive at Abu Dhabi International Airport. By 
staggering passenger arrivals, the new sys-
tem aims to reduce crowding, facilitate social 
distancing and shorten queues.“Minimizing 
queuing at airports is key to safeguarding pas-
senger health and wellbeing and streamlining 
operations,” said Abu Dhabi Airports Chief 
Information Officer John Barton.Airports were 
already increasingly deploying new technol-
ogy from biometrics to body scanners to help 
speed passengers through airports. Now such 

tech is increasingly being re-purposed to mini-
mize the risk of infection.“The pandemic has 
hastened trends of change that were already 
in motion before the pandemic,” Antoinette 
Nassopoulos Erickson, a senior partner at 
Foster and Partners, told the CAPA Live vir-
tual aviation gathering last week.“Technology 
will be essential not just for health and safety 
but for a smoother passenger experience.”Abu 
Dhabi International Airport is also looking 

at integrating AI into its safety and security 
systems.“AI equipped systems can be taught 
to detect irregular activity or objects and no-
tify the relevant teams to address potential 
issues swiftly and efficiently,” the airport said 
in a statement.The Middle East aviation sector 
has been especially hard hit by the pandemic 
because of the dominance of hub airports, 
which rely more on international long haul 
travel than domestic routes.

Abu Dhabi deploys distancing AI as airports adapt to pandemic

Bureau Report
LONDON 

Lewis Hamilton was further down the starting grid than he 
has been all year on Saturday but closer than ever to win-
ning a record-equalling seventh Formula One world cham-
pionship and becoming the sport’s most successful driver 
of all time.The Mercedes driver, the sport’s record polesit-
ter and race winner, qualified sixth for the Turkish Grand 
Prix -- a race returning for the first time since 2011 and 
Hamilton’s first chance to clinch the title.Until Saturday 
the Briton’s lowest start position of 2020 was fifth.The 
only other driver who can mathematically still take the 
title, team mate Valtteri Bottas, was even further behind 
however.The Finn, who is 85 points adrift and must score 
at least eight points more than Hamilton to stay in conten-
tion with three races remaining after Turkey, will start 
ninth.Should Bottas stay behind on Sunday, then Hamilton 
will join Ferrari great Michael Schumacher as the sport’s 
only seven times champions.Bottas has to finish in the top 
six to have any chance, even if Hamilton fails to score. If 
the Finn crashes out, it is game over.Adding to Bottas’s 
problems is a track so slippery, due to cold temperatures 
and freshly-laid asphalt, that drivers have compared the 
surface to an ice rink -- an effect made worse by rain.Even 
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen, who starts on the front row 
alongside Racing Point’s Lance Stroll on pole position, 
saw little scope for overtaking.“I think it’s just very hard 
to pass around here because there is only one line, so 
you can’t really go off line because you lose a lot of grip,” 
said the Dutch driver.Bottas has beaten Hamilton on track 
only three times in 13 races this season.“It’s going to be 
an interesting race. You never know what’s going to hap-
pen,” said the Finn. 

Govt to abolish unnecessary taxes: Hammad 

Green Falcons back in action with comfortable win over Jamaica

Hamilton further from pole but 
closer to seventh title

Meet the man looking to bring motorsport to Pakistan
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
There has to be a breakthrough 
this week on a post-Brexit trade 
agreement, British and Irish 
ministers said on Sunday, as 
London’s top negotiator went 
back into talks saying progress 
had been made in recent days. 
Without a deal, around $1 tril-
lion worth of trade would be at 
risk of disruption through tariffs 
and tougher rules after the Dec. 
31 expiry of Britain’s transition 
period for leaving the European 
Union. That would deliver a fresh 
economic shock just as Britain 
and the EU are struggling to con-
tain the economic fallout from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. “This 
needs to be a week when things 
move, when we break through 
some of these difficult issues 
and get a resolution and at least 
have some sort of headlines, 
if you like, of an agreement,” 
British environment secretary 
George Eustice told Sky News on 
Sunday. Irish foreign minister 
Simon Coveney said time was 
running out for a deal. “We have 
got to make big progress this 
week,” Coveney told Sky. “This is 

very difficult but it is also very 
doable.” The negotiations have 
already missed several dead-
lines and remain stuck on issues 
such as fishing quotas, state aid 
rules and how to settle future 
disputes. Britain’s top Brexit ne-
gotiator said “some progress in 
a positive direction” had been 
made in recent days. “We also 
now largely have common draft 
treaty texts, though significant 
elements are of course not yet 
agreed,” David Frost said on 
Twitter as he arrived in Brus-
sels to meet his opposite num-
ber Michel Barnier. “We will 
work to build on these and get 
an overall agreement if we can. 
But we may not succeed.” Co-
veney said London had to back 
down from its plan to pass leg-
islation for trade between Brit-

ish-ruled Northern Ireland and 
the rest of the United Kingdom 
in the event of a no-deal Brexit. 
London has acknowledged the 
bill could violate international 
law by over-riding the divorce 
agreement it previously agreed 
with the EU. “There’s no way 
the EU will agree to ratify a new 
agreement if the British govern-
ment is breaking the existing 
agreement that’s not even 12 
months old and breaking in-
ternational law by doing that,” 
Coveney said. Eustice said the 
British government planned to 
press ahead with the legisla-
tion. U.S. President-elect Joe 
Biden has said Brexit must not 
undermine the U.S.-brokered 
1998 “Good Friday” peace deal 
for Northern Ireland, comments 
that have been seen as a warn-
ing to London over the bill. For-
mer British prime minister Gor-
don Brown said Biden’s victory 
would push Britain to agree a 
trade deal with the EU, avoiding 
the need for the legislation. “I 
think the arrival of Joe Biden has 
made all the difference,” Brown 
told BBC television. Reuters

LONDON 
Amnesty International on Saturday ac-
cused the French government of not 
being the “champion of free speech that 
it likes to think it is,” criticizing recent 
rhetoric by the government as “shameful 
hypocrisy.” “The French government’s 
rhetoric on free speech is not enough 
to conceal its own shameless hypoc-
risy,” said Marco Pirolini, a researcher 
in the rights group, adding that free-
dom of expression “means nothing un-
less it applies to everyone.” He accused 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
and his government of doubling down 
on a “smear campaign” against French 
Muslims over the murder of Samuel 
Paty, a French teacher who was bru-
tally murdered in mid-October. “[They] 
launched their own attack on freedom 
of expression,” said Pirolini, citing recent 
incidents such as the hours-long ques-
tioning by French police of four 10-year-
old children on suspicion of “apology of 
terrorism.” He also referred to a court 
ruling on two men for “contempt” after 
they burned an effigy depicting Macron 
during a peaceful protest, as well as a 
bill being discussed in parliament that 
would criminalize the use of images of 
law enforcement officials on social me-

dia. “It is hard to square this with the 
French authorities’ vigorous defense 
of the right to depict the Prophet Mo-
hammed in cartoons.” He stressed that 
Muslims’ freedom of expression and 
religion usually received scant attention 
in France under the guise of Republican 
universalism, underlining that in the 
name of secularism, Muslims in France 
were banned from wear religious sym-
bols or dress in schools and public sec-
tor jobs. “France’s record on freedom of 
expression in other areas is just as bleak. 
Thousands of people are convicted every 
year for ‘contempt of public officials’, a 
vaguely defined criminal offence that 
law enforcement and judicial authori-
ties have applied in massive numbers to 
silence peaceful dissent,” Pirolini added. 
“In June this year, the European Court of 

Human Rights found that the convictions 
of 11 activists in France for campaigning 
for a boycott of Israeli products violated 
their free speech,” he said. Pirolini criti-
cized recent moves by authorities to dis-
solve organizations and close mosques 
on the basis of the “ambiguous concept 
of ‘radicalization.’” He also accused the 
government of conflating “radicaliza-
tion” with the actions of devout Mus-
lims. “The government’s free speech 
campaign should not be used for cover-
ing up the measures that put people at 
risk of human rights abuses including 
torture,” he said. Last month, Macron 
described Islam as “a religion in crisis” 
and announced plans for tougher laws 
to tackle “Islamist separatism” in France. 
Tensions further escalated after middle 
school teacher Paty was murdered and 
beheaded on Oct. 16 in a Paris suburb in 
retaliation for showing his students blas-
phemous cartoons of the Muslim Proph-
et Muhammad during a class on freedom 
of expression. Insulting cartoons by the 
French weekly magazine Charlie Hebdo 
were also projected on buildings in some 
French cities. Macron defended the car-
toons, saying France would “not give up 
our cartoons,” sparking outrage across 
the Muslim world. Reuters

UNITED NATIONS
With political rallies and events of the last 
few weeks fresh in their minds, the people 
of Gilgit-Baltistan headed to the polls to elect 
their third legislative assembly. The voting 
began at 8:00am and ended at 5:00pm sharp. 
According to first unofficial result, PPP’s Mu-
hammad Ismail won the election in GBA-24 
constituency by securing 6,206 votes. PTI 
candidate Syed Shamsuddin came second 
with 5,361 votes. Muhammad Kazim of Maj-
lis-e-Wahdatul Muslimeen (MWM) – an ally of 
PTI – won the election in GBA-8 constituency 
by bagging 7,534 votes. PPP’s Syed M Ali Shah 
came second with 7,146 votes. In GBA-12, PTI 
candidate Raja Azam Khan beat PPP’s Imran 
Nadeem , bagging 7,534 votes. Nadeem man-
aged to secure 7,146 votes. Independent can-
didate Javed Ali Manwa emerged victorious 
after bagging 2,570 votes in GBA-5 election. 
Rizwan Ali of Majlis-e-Wahdatul Muslimeen 
secured the second position with 1,850 votes. 
In GBA-22, independent candidate Mustaq 
Hussain with 6,051 votes managed to beat 
his rival from Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Mu-
hammad Ibrahim Sanai, who could only get 
4,945 votes. Raja Zakaria Khan Maqpoon 
of PTI defeated his PPP opponent Syed Me-

hdi Shah, former G-B chief minister, in GBA-7 
election. Maqpoon secured 5,290 votes while 
Shah managed to bag 4,114 votes. According 
to data obtained from the G-B Election Com-
mission, a total of 745,361 people registered 
to vote today, 339,992 of whom are women. 
Nearly 1,234 polling stations were set up in 
the 24 constituencies, of which 415 declared 
extremely sensitive. G-B Chief Election Com-
missioner Raja Shahbaz Khan expressed 
satisfaction over the election arrangements, 
process and security related matters dur-
ing his visit to the different polling stations 
of GBA-1 and GBA-2 constituencies. Speak-
ing to the media, he said the process of poll-
ing continued smoothly throughout the day 
and no complains or reservations were re-
ceived from any candidate or voters across 
the region. Federal Minister for Science and 
Technology Fawad Chaudhry, in a tweet, con-
gratulated people and local administration 
for holding “extremely peaceful and transpar-
ent” elections. Minister for Railways Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmad meanwhile appreciated the 
people of northern areas for exhibiting politi-
cal maturity in today’s polls. In an interview 
with a private television channel, he said that 
despite international political threats. VoM

LAHORE 
Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has condemned 
the incidents of unprovoked firing and shelling by the Indian 
Army on the civilians on Line of Control (LoC). Usman Buzdar 
expressed a deep sense of sorrow and grief over the martyr-
dom of four citizens and a Jawan and extended heartfelt sym-
pathies with the bereaved family members and prayed for the 
early recovery of the injured citizens and jawans. The Chief 
Minister said that the firing and shelling on unarmed citizens 
is a highly condemnable and cowardly act.   The world is unit-
ed to cope with coronavirus whereas Modi regime is destroy-
ing the peace in the region. India is violating human rights and 
international laws by targeting the unarmed urban popula-
tion. The violation of the LoC by the bigoted Modi regime is 
a constant threat to peace in the region.  Modi has become a 
second Hitler, he added.  Usman Buzdar said that India should 
not remain in any misconception as Pak Army is fully capable 
to answer Indian Army aggression and the Pakistani Nation is 
standing beside their brave armed forces Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Sardar Usman Buzdar on his way back from Turbat paid a 
surprise visit to Multan City without any protocol on private 
car. He began the visit from Nishtar Hospital Multan. Adminis-
tration and police officials were unaware about CM’s surprise 
visit. Buzdar reviewed the cleanliness situation of Multan and 
other civic amenities.  He also inspected the treatment facilities 
being provided to the patients in Nishtar Hospital. The Chief 
Minister expressed indignation while taking notice of unhy-

gienic condition of the hospital and on public complaints with 
regard to providing treatment facilities directed to suspend 
MS Nishtar Hospital and CEO Multan Solid Waste Manage-
ment Company. Buzdar expressed displeasure over the sub-
standard cleanliness condition in the city as well.  He said I am 
standing beside my citizens, cleanliness is next to godliness he 
showed concern over substandard cleanliness in Multan City. 
He found arrangements and treatment facilities unsatisfactory 
in Nistar Hospital during his visit. He asked departments pro-
viding civic amenities to the citizen that they should improve 
their performance. He said that he will continue to pay sur-
prise visits and inspected the civic amenities in every city.  VoM

Sehat Sahulat Program to 
uplift the national Healthcare 

system 

ISLAMABAD
Advisor to Prime Minister on 
Commerce and Investment 
Abdul Razak Dawood Sunday 
said that a trade delegation 
would leave for Afghanistan 
on Monday (Nov 16) to fur-
ther boost bilateral  trade ties. 
The delegation will  start  dis-
cussions on a new era of  trade 
and investment cooperation 
so that the two economies 
may integrate more and fur-
ther enhance our exports to 
Afghanistan and beyond,  the 
Advisor said in his tweet .  He 
informed that during the vis-
it ,  the delegation would hold 
discussions on various top-
ics including bilateral  trade, 
transit  trade,  discussion on a 
Preferential  Trade Agreement 
(PTA) and moving our trade 
to a more formal and docu-
mented arrangement .  VoM

ISLAMABAD
Sehat Sahulat Program of the federal government has emerged 
as another flagship program to facilitate the ailing poor 
mitigating their sufferings. Hundreds of thousands poor in the 
country are benefiting from this program as it is fulfillment of 
yet another promise made to the poor people in the manifesto 
of the PTI government. Ministry of National Health Services, 
Regulations and Coordination is executing this program in 
collaboration with provincial and regional governments. Sehat 
Sahulat Program is a social health protection initiative meant 
for providing free of cost health insurance, in door health 
care services to poor, vulnerable and marginalized families 
in Pakistan. During 2016 and 2018, the program started with 
phase-I of the initiative with focus on below poverty families, 
providing benefit package of Rs: 50,000 per family per year 
for low cost secondary care diseases and Rs: 250,000 per 
family per year for expensive 7 priority care diseases. uring 
that period the program was implemented in 38 districts 
across Pakistan covering 3.2 million families. From 2019 the 
program started phase-II of the initiative. In this phase the 
program not only expanded its benefit package to Rs: 60,000 
per family per year for low cost secondary care disease and 
Rs: 300,000 per family per year for high cost 8 priority care 
disease but also extended coverage to 9.2 million families 
living below poverty line, all permanent resident families 
of District Tharparkar (Sindh), all permanent residents of 
Merged Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, all registered 
transgender and all registered persons with permanent 
disabilities of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit Baltistan, 
Punjab and Islamabad Capital Territory. The program will 
also be expanded to the provinces of Balochistan and Sindh as 
soon as provincial contribution in health insurance premium 
is assured by provincial governments. The services which 
are available from “Qaumi Sehat Card” (former Sehat Insaf 
Card) includes open heart surgeries, insertion of stunts, 
management of cancer, neuro-surgical procures, burn 
management, accident management, dialysis, intensive 
care management, deliveries, C section and other medical / 
surgical procedures. The program will also provide Rs: 1,000 
transportation cost to its beneficiaries on their discharge 
from hospital. This is the one of the leading initiatives of 
the current political government in Pakistan through which 
support and assistance is provided to poor vulnerable and 
marginalized families across the country. Currently the 
Federal Government and Provincial Government of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa is working on expanding the initiative to all 
permanent residents of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (1.2 million 
families) and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (6.5 million families) 
respectively. We are hopeful that this expansion will be 
completed during current fiscal year. In line with the Prime 
Minister’s vision of Universal Health Coverage, Government of 
Pakistan is taking steps to uplift health status of the country 
and is committed to yield all measures to remove hurdles 
in the expansion of this social health protection initiative in 
Pakistan VoM

MIRPUR   
The Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
President Sardar Masood Khan has said 
that the dream of development and pros-
perity of the liberated territory cannot 
materialize until and unless the educa-
tion system in the state is restructured 
in accordance with modern technology. 
“It is essential to making education be-
ing imparted to the new generation job 
market-oriented and the curriculum 
compatible to the emerging trends in 
the world,” the president said while ad-
dressing a function in the federal Me-
tropolis late Saturday to unveil a gigantic 
education program under the auspices 
of international education technology 
company “Coded Minds”. He said that 
the use of digital technology has become 
inevitable to bring about a revolution 
in the education sector, while technolo-
gies like artificial intelligence, internet 
of things, robotics, blockchain and cloud 
computing are now in the hands of the 
youth. The President, however, stressed 
the use of these new technologies for the 

promotion of education and other posi-
tive purposes. He maintained that the 
concept of public-private partnership is 
very charming, but it is easy to imple-
ment it. Various surveys related to edu-
cation reveal that Azad Kashmir with 88 
per cent score is far ahead of remaining 
areas of Pakistan in terms of enrollment, 
registration, gender equality and learn-
ing but our educational infrastructure is 
weak and fragile, he added. While appre-
ciating the efforts of founder president 
of Coded Minds Omar Farooqui, the AJK 
president said that introduction of edu-
cation technology in 14 countries by a 
son of Kashmir Omar Farooq and Amina 
Khaishgi is a matter of great pride for 
us, and now they want to work for the 
promotion of education in Azad Kash-
mir, and we would extend forthright co-
operation to them in this regard. Speak-
ing on the occasion, founding President 
of Coded Minds and Chief Operating 
Officer of the company for South Asia 
Chapter Amina Khaishgi said that in or-
der to turn Azad Kashmir into a valley 

of learning and knowledge, her company 
has decided to launch a program to im-
part education in accordance with the 
requirements of the 21st century with 
the support of modern technology. We 
would introduce a system under which 
the students will not depend much on 
books and classroom lectures and they 
would rapidly learn through project-
based activities, she said adding that 
100 per cent literacy and re-enrollment 
of 24,000 schoolchildren in Azad Kash-
mir is the goal that we would achieve 
in next couple of years. On this, the oc-
casion, Vice-Chancellor AJK University, 
Prof Dr Kalim Abbasi said that socio-
economic development is not possible 
without education. At present more than 
6,000 educational institutions besides a 
university or a sub-campus of the uni-
versity in all district are functioning in 
Azad Kashmir. However, he said that im-
parting training to 40,000 teachers is a 
big challenge for us which can be met 
with cooperation and assistance of the 
organizations like Coded Minds. VoM

Digital technology plays significant role in promoting 
education: AJK President.

It is essential to making education being imparted to the new generation job market-oriented
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RAWALPINDI
M i n i s t e r  f o r  I n f o r m a -
t i o n  a n d  B r o a d c a s t i n g 
S e n a t o r  S h i b l i  Fa r a z 
S u n d a y  s a i d  t h e  P a k i -
s t a n  Te h r e e k- e - I n s a f 
( P T I ) ’ s  w i n  i n  t h e  G i l g i t -
B a l t i s t a n  g e n e r a l  e l e c -
t i o n  w i t h  o v e r w h e l m -
i n g  m a j o r i t y  w o u l d  b e 
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  d e f e a t 
o f  P a k i s t a n  D e m o c r a t i c 
M o v e m e n t  ( P D M )  n a r -
r a t iv e .  Ta l k i n g  t o  a  p r i -
va t e  n e w s  c h a n n e l ,  h e 
s a i d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G B 
w e r e  f u l l y  e n d o r s i n g 
a n d  b e l i e v i n g  i n  t h e  dy -
n a m i c  l e a d e r s h i p  q u a l i -
t i e s  o f  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
I m r a n  K h a n ,  w h o  w a s 
p r i o r i t i z i n g  t o  u n d e r 
d e v e l o p e d  a r e a s .  T h e 
m i n i s t e r  s a i d  t h e  g e n e r -
a l  e l e c t i o n  w a s  h e l d  i n 
t r a n s p a r e n t  m a n n e r  a s 
n o  u n t o w a r d  i n c i d e n t 
w a s  o c c u r r e d  i n  p o l l -
i n g  s t a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e 
p o l l s .  H e  s a i d  t h e  G B 
p e o p l e  w o u l d  r e j e c t  t h e 
c a n d i d a t e s  o f  P a k i s t a n 
P e o p l e s ’  P a r t y  ( P P P ) 
a n d  P a k i s t a n  M u s l i m 
L e a g u e - N a w a z  ( P M L - N ) 
t h o s e  w e r e  d o i n g  n e g a -
t iv e  a n d  d i r t y  p o l i t i c s 
f o r  t h e i r  v e s t e d  i n t e r -
e s t s .  S h i b l i  Fa r a z  s a i d 
b o t h  t h e  P P P  a n d  P M L -
N  h a v e  n o  l i n k s  w i t h  d e -
m o c r a c y  a n d  t h e y  w e r e 
n o t  p l a y i n g  i d e o l o g i c a l 
p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y. 
R e p l y i n g  t o  a  q u e s t i o n , 
h e  s a i d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
w a s  t a k i n g  m e a s u r e s 
t o  b r i n g  d o w n  t h e  i n -
f l a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  r e -
l i e f  t o  t h e  m a s s e s .   Vo M




