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Pakistan has great potential to 
attract tourists and government 

would promote tourism as a 
national cause to open the 

country for local and foreign 
tourists.

Special Assistant to Prime 
Minister for Overseas 

Pakistanis

Zulfi Bukhari

CIIE provides business opportunities to whole 
world including Pakistan: CGP Shanghai

Armenia says prevented assassination attempt 
on prime minister

The Asian Telegraph

PNS Tabuk, built in 
Romania inducted into 

Pakistan Navy 
BEIJING/TAIPEI 

PNS Tabuk, built in Romania, has 
been inducted into Pakistan Navy. 
According to the Spokesperson 
for Pakistan Navy, the commis-
sioning ceremony of PNS Tabuk 
was held in Romania. PNS Tabuk 
is equipped with modern weap-
ons and technology. The ship has 
the capability to perform several 
naval operations and can car-
ry helicopters and drones. The 
Spokesperson said another ship 
of this type, Yarmook, has already 
been inducted into Pakistan Navy. 
The Spokesperson said induc-
tion of PNS Tabuk into the fleet 
of Pakistan Navy will enhance 
the Pakistan Navy’s capabili-
ties to defend maritime affairs.

‘China can help Pakistan resolve energy woes’
PCJCCI chief says 

Beijing can provide relief 
to industrial, commercial 

sectors
Bureau Reporter

SINGAPORE/SYDNEY/LONDON/MOSCOW
China can help in resolving the en-

ergy issues being faced by Pakistan 
and can provide muchdesired re-
lief to the industrial, commercial 
and domestic sectors of the coun-
try, remarked Pakistan-China Joint 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(PCJCCI) President SM Naveed. 
Speaking at the inauguration cer-
emony of Offline/ Online Pakistan 
China Industrial Expo 2020 on 
Friday, Naveed appreciated the 
Chinese businessmen working in 
Pakistan for putting up a remark-
able show where companies of both 
countries showcased their potential 
on a wider scale. More than 1,000 
participants from both countries 
attended the exhibition on both of-
fline and online platforms. Naveed 
voiced hope that the exhibition, as a 
regular annual feature, would keep 
Pakistan’s industry abreast of inter-

national developments and trends. 
“Moreover, the exhibition will lead 
the way in delivering the most ex-
quisite opportunities to all partici-
pants in different sectors like CNC 
machinery, construction machinery, 
new energy and building material, 
agricultural machinery, plastic ma-
chinery, hardware, chemicals and 
auto parts,” Naveed said. He added 
that the event was launched in an 
innovative offline and online model, 
holding all business-to-business 
meetings online via terminal equip-
ment installed at every booth. Earlier, 

PCJCCI Senior Vice President Daud 
Ahmed said the business community 
was ready to work with the govern-
ment for economic prosperity of the 
country. He noted that Lahore had 
emerged as a focal point for invest-
ment by foreign investors, especially 
the Chinese companies entering into 
joint ventures under the CPEC frame-
work. PCJCCI Vice President Khalid 
Rafique Choudhry stressed that time 
had come when the Punjab govern-
ment could play a leading role in eco-
nomic development of the country by 
enhancing facilitation. Xinhua

Rawalpindi
Consul General at the Consulate General 

of Pakistan (CGP) in Shanghai, Hussain 
Haider, said China has led the efforts for 
the fight against COVID-19, and now China 
is also leading the efforts for global eco-
nomic recovery. The China International 
Import Expo (CIIE) has provided busi-
ness opportunities shared by the whole 
world, he said in an interview with China 
Economic Net just the next day after the 
3rd China International Import Expo 
(CIIE) successfully concluded. “As the first 
and the only expo dedicated to imports, 
CIIE provides tremendous opportunities 
to businesses from all over the world 
which serves as a very significant engine 
of trade promotion and development,” 
Hussain Haider said while expressing 
appreciation for China and CIIE’s impor-
tant role in re-energizing international 
trade during the global pandemic. This 
was the first time that Hussain Haider 
had visited CIIE as he was appointed as 
Pakistani Consul General Shanghai just 
nine months ago. “I was deeply struck by 
the broad range of products that were 
displayed from different countries. It was 
a very good experience of visiting CIIE,” 
Hussain Haider shared the fresh experi-
ence with the reporter. Looking forward 

to next year’s CIIE, he expects Pakistani 
enterprises to attach more importance 
to this Expo because it provides oppor-
tunities not only to showcase products 
to global audience but also to learn from 
other countries’ expertise. “I am living in 
China, and I can say that the sky is the 
limit as far as the quality is concerned. 
This mega event will definitely get even 
better and attract larger number of buy-
ers and sellers.” At this year’s CIIE, it’s 
learned that Pakistan’s cherry exports 
to China are expected to start next year. 
“Agriculture is a strong sector in Pakistan, 
accounting for nearly 19% of Pakistan’s 
GDP and providing jobs to more than half 
of the labor force. Pakistan is rich in ag-
riculture resources, and we export a lot 
of fruits to the whole world. It is good to 
see that Pakistani fruits are also coming 
to China,” Hussain Haider said. Besides 
fruits like mango and Kinnow, he also 
highlighted the great potential of export-
ing value added products such as juices 
and processed foods in large quantities 
to China. The second phase of China-
Pakistan Free Trade Agreement will play 
a key role in promoting bilateral trade. 
Entering into force on January 1, 2020, it 
has covered most of the products of two 
countries’ export interest. App

President urges world 
community to make India 
accountable for its state 

sponsored terrorism 
against Pakistan

ISLAMABAD
P re s i d e n t  D r  A r i f  A lv i 
S a t u rd ay  w h i l e  re i t e ra t -
i n g  t h e  re s o lve  t o  d e fe n d 
Pa k i s t a n  a g a i n s t  a l l  c o n -
s p i ra c i e s ,  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e 
n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  wo r l d  t o 
u p h o l d  j u s t i c e  u n d e r  U N 
C h a r t e r  a n d  m a ke  I n d i a 
a c c o u n t a b l e  fo r  h e r  s t a t e 
s p o n s o re d  t e r ro r i s m  a n d 
h e r  n e fa r i o u s  d e e d s  i f 
t h e y  wa n t e d  p e a c e  a n d 
s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  re g i o n . 
T h e  p re s i d e n t  i n  s e -
r i e s  o f  t we e t s  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
wo r l d  h a s  b e e n  p rov i d e d 
c o n c re t e  a n d  i r re f u t a b l e 
ev i d e n c e  o f  I n d i a n  s t a t e 
s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  t e r ro r -
i s m  a g a i n s t  Pa k i s t a n .  I 
wa n t  t o  t e l l  my  n a t i o n 
t h a t  yo u r  g ove r n m e n t , 
yo u r  s e c u r i t y  a g e n c i e s 
a n d  l aw  e n fo rc e m e n t  re -
m a i n  a l e r t ,  a s  a lways  t o 
t h e  m i s c h i evo u s  d e s i g n s 
o f  I n d i a .”  “ O f  c o u r s e ,  we 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e fe n d 
Pa k i s t a n  a g a i n s t  a l l  c o n -
s p i ra c i e s ,  b u t  I  i m p l o re 
t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  wo r l d , 
a s  t h ey  s u b s c r i b e  t o  U N 
C h a r t e r  &  i t s  re s o l u t i o n s , 
t o  u p h o l d  j u s t i c e ,  &  m a ke 
I n d i a  a c c o u n t a b l e  fo r  h e r 
n e fa r i o u s  d e e d s ,  i f  t h e y 
wa n t  p e a c e  &  s t a b i l i t y  i n 
t h e  re g i o n ,”  h e  f u r t h e r 
p o s t e d .  Vo M

ISLAMABAD
 Adviser to Prime Minister on Finance and Revenue, Dr. 
Abdul Hafeez Shaikh said that the Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) government incurred 48 percent less external 
liabilities in first nine quarters of its tenure compared to 
Pakistan Muslim League (N) government’s last 9 quar-
ters. During the period, the PTI government repaid 78 
percent more debt than PML-N government, the advisor 
tweeted on Saturday. He said that despite the challenges 
posed by Covid-19, Pakistan’s industrial sector was thriv-
ing as Large scale Manufacturing Industry (LSMI) includ-
ing textile production and auto-sales were on the rise. 
“PTI government incurred 48% less external liabilities in 
first 9 quarters compared to PML-N government’s last 9 
quarters while doing 78% more debt servicing. Despite 
the challenges posed by Covid-19, Pakistan’s industrial 
sector is thriving. LSM, textile production & auto-sales 
are on the rise,” the advisor tweeted.” The advisor shared 
State Bank of Pakistan’s data which showed that the net 
to external debt stood at $24.8 billion during PML-N ten-
ure from March 2016 to June 2018 where as in PTI’s ten-
ure from June 2018 to September 2020, the net external 
debt stood at $18.5 billion. The overall liabilities impact 
was recorded at $31.1 billion during the PML-N period 
under review whereas the overall liabilities impact has 
been recorded at $16.1 billion in PTI’s tenure under re-
view. The external debt serviced (principal + interest) 
stood at $16.7 billion in PML’s period whereas it stood 
at $29.7 billion during the PTI’s tenure of nine quarters 
under review. Meanwhile, quoting Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics latest statistics, he said, the Large Scale Manu-
facturing growth increased 7.65 percent in September 

2020 compared to last September whereas it grew by 
4.81 percent during the first quarter of the current fiscal 
year (July-Sept 2020-21). On year-on-year basis, the non-
metallic mineral products grew by 21 percent in Septem-
ber 2020, pharmaceuticals by 20 percent, food by 10%, 
autos by 28 percent, textiles by 2.5 percent, fertilizers by 
8 percent, paper and board by 12 percent, chemicals by 8 
percent and rubber 15 percent. On the other hand, the car 
sales have increased from 10,853 units in October 2019 
to 14,054 October 2020, showing an increase of 29 per-
cent. Likewise, the sale of motorcycles also increased by 
12 percent, from 156,872 units in last October to 175,294 
units in October 2020 whereas the sale of tractors went 
up from 2,861 to 4,482, showing growth of 57 percent 
and trucks and buses sale grew from 349 units to 388 
units, a growth of 11 percent. VoM

PTI incurred 48% less external liabilities than 
PML-N: Hafeez

YEREVAN
Armenia prevented an as-

sassination attempt on Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
and the seizure of power by 
a group of former officials, 
the National Security Service 
(NSS) said on Saturday. 
Pashinyan had come under 
pressure with thousands of 
demonstrators protesting 
since Tuesday and demanding 
he resign over a cease-fire that 
secured territorial advances 
for Azerbaijan in Nagorno-
Karabakh after six weeks of 
fighting. The NSS said its for-
mer head Artur Vanetsyan, the 
former head of the Republican 
Party parliamentary fac-
tion Vahram Baghdasaryan 
and war volunteer Ashot 
Minasyan were under arrest. 
“The suspects were planning 
to illegally usurp power by 
murdering the prime minis-
ter and there were already 
potential candidates being 
discussed to replace him,” 

the NSS said in a statement. 
Pashinyan said earlier this 
week he had no choice but to 
sign the agreement to prevent 
further territorial losses. He 
said he was taking personal 
responsibility for the setbacks, 
but rejected calls to step 
down. The cease-fire halted 
military action in and around 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an enclave 
internationally recognized as 
part of Azerbaijan but popu-

lated by ethnic Armenians. 
Under the agreement, 2,000 
Russian peacekeeping troops 
are being deployed to the re-
gion. Since the early 1990s, 
ethnic Armenians had held 
military control over all of 
Nagorno-Karabakh and sub-
stantial swathes of Azeri terri-
tory surrounding it. They have 
now lost much of the enclave 
itself as well as the surround-
ing territory. Xinhua

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has vowed to bring 
inflation under control further as prices of food 
items are declining in Pakistan as compared to 
other parts of the subcontinent. In a tweet, he said 
the sensitive price index shows a decline for sec-
ond consecutive week in the country. The Prime 
Minister quoted a media report stating that In-
dia’s retail inflation may stay elevated for at least 
three more months after hitting a six-year high 
last month. It said the high prices are a particular 
cause of concern for India’s hundreds of millions 
of poor people, who have already been squeezed 
by the coronavirus pandemic and its impact on an 
economy that contracted a record 23.9 percent in 
April-June this year. Onion prices have more than 
quadrupled in India, while soyoil prices have 
rallied 23 percent in last three months.    Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has announced to bring a 
stringent and holistic Anti-Rape Ordinance, next 
week, to close all loopholes. He was talking to 
Sindh Police Assistant Sub Inspector Mohammad 

Bux Buriro over phone and lauded him and his 
daughter for their exemplary initiative and cour-
age in arresting the Kashmore rapist. The Prime 
Minister said the nation is proud of ASI Moham-
mad Bux Buriro and her daughter for giving a 
positive uplift to the image of police.  It is perti-
nent to mention that the accused was involved 
in kidnapping and gang-raping a woman and her 
five-year-old daughter in Kashmore.  Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan has left for Turbat to inaugurate 
development and social welfare projects. The 
Prime Minister will also meet the notables of the 
area and announce a package for Southern Balo-
chistan. He is accompanied by Federal Ministers 
Shibli Faraz, Murad Saeed, Ghulam Sarwar Khan 
and Asad Umar, Special Assistant on Poverty Al-
leviation Sania Nishtar, Deputy Speaker Qasim 
Khan Suri and Member National Assembly Aamir 
Mahmood Kiani. Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
left for Turbat to inaugurate development and 
social welfare projects. The Prime Minister will 
also meet the notables of the area and announce 

a package for Southern Balochistan. He is accom-
panied by Federal Ministers Shibli Faraz, Murad 
Saeed, Ghulam Sarwar Khan and Asad Umar, 
Special Assistant on Poverty Alleviation Sania 
Nishtar, Deputy Speaker Qasim Khan Suri and 
Member National Assembly Aamir Mahmood 
Kiani.  He observed that the coronavirus pan-
demic had been burdening the poor people and 
stressed upon enhancing the Ehsaas net to maxi-
mum. The prime minister also directed for early 
finalization of the Ehsaas Kafalat programme. Dr 
Sania apprised the meeting that throughout the 
world, the problems for the weaker segments of 
society had multiplied due to coronavirus pan-
demic. Different countries had announced eco-
nomic packages for the public welfare. She said 
Pakistan was among those countries of the world 
that had successfully faced the pandemic. It had 
allocated amount for additional financial support. 
The international bodies and the international 
community had appreciated the steps taken by 
the government of Pakistan, she added. VoM

Social welfare projects in Turbat

PM expresses resolve to bring inflation under control
World community can’t remain indifferent to India’s involvement in terrorism against Pakistan

FO rejects gratuitous 
remarks by Indian 

Spokesperson regarding 
minorities in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan has categorically rejected 
the gratuitous remarks by the Spokes-
person of Indian Ministry of External 
Affairs regarding the state of minori-
ties in Pakistan as well as baseless 
oft-repeated allegations regarding 
terrorism. In a statement on Friday, 
Foreign Office Spokesperson Zahid 
Hafeez Chaudhri said India is perpe-
trating unabated state terrorism in 
the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir and systematic state 
sponsored discrimination against its 
own minorities. Therefore, India is in 
no position to pontificate on the is-
sue of terrorism or minority rights 
elsewhere. The spokesperson said 
the fabricated accusations by India 
will not turn a falsehood into truth. 
Such desperate attempts will not 
succeed in diverting attention from 
India’s domestic and foreign policy 
failures. He said these will further 
undermine India’s credibility as a re-
sponsible country. Zahid Hafeez said 
India must eschew the use of state-
terrorism as an instrument of state 
policy, end its egregious violations of 
human rights of the Kashmiri people 
in IIOJK, resolve the Jammu & Kash-
mir dispute according to UN Security 
Council resolutions and take concrete 
steps to safeguard the minorities in-
cluding their right to life and protec-
tion of their places of worship. VoM
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India’s  agenda of 
hatred

India has not accepted the changing scenarios and existence of Pakistan 
being a strong and sovereign state rather should say the country is scared 
of Pakistan and its success being a prosperous Nation. This is the reason 
why India is trying to destabilize Pakistansince long. In all such efforts India 
is using all available resources to derail peace in Pakistan and within the 
region. Pakistan has always tried to move forward through the commute of 

peace but unfortunately India never reciprocated the same way. Currently Indian 
agencies RAW and DIA are involved on terrorist activities in Balochistan, KP and 
Gilgit Baltistan. The GB elections are in progress and this is something disturbing 
India alot. In a  recent press brief DG ISPR Major General Babar Iftikharalong with 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has provided irrefutable evidences 
of what India is doing to sabotage china Pakistan Economic Corridor. India in 
involved in recent Terrorist activities in Pakistan. Indian agencies are operating 
from the near borders. They are in contact with Separists group operating inBalo-
chistan and GB. The real terror financing is done by India and there are proofs of 
it. During the press brief it is said that 22 billion rupees  are distributed by India 
to harbour terrorism in Pakistan. Moreover rupees 80 Billion are designated to 
sabotage CPEC. This is not a fabricated story. All evidences been presented in front 
of Media. There are also evident links of India with all non state actors and the 
purpose is to malign Pakistan through terrorist activities. There are intelligence 
based information that India is all set to sponsor and plan more terrorist activi-
ties in November and December. What all is happening on LOC also shows the 
frustration of a rogue state. The revocation of Article 370 in IOK and since then 
the situation in the valley is no secrete to anyone. Modi is a warmonger and his 
presence is an alarming factor for the whole region

Is Trump ready to 
accept his defeat?

T he law firm leading President Donald Trump’s challenge to the 
US presidential election results in Pennsylvania is backing out of a 
federal case. Porter Wright Morris & Arthur has abruptly withdrawn 
from Trump’s effort to challenge votes from Philadelphia and other 
Democratic-leaning counties where Democrat Joe Biden has been 
declared the winner. The move reflects the difficulty facing Trump 

as he tries through litigation to reverse his defeat in the US presidential election. 
Biden further solidified his victory on Friday as results from Edison Research 
showed him winning Georgia, giving him a final tally of 306 Electoral College votes, 
far more than the 270 needed to be elected president and above Trump’s 232.The 
306 votes were equal to what Trump won in his 2016 victory over Hillary Clinton, 
which he then called a “landslide”.Trump briefly appeared close to acknowledging 
the likelihood he will be leaving the White House in January during remarks at a 
White House event.“This administration will not be going to a lockdown. Hopefully 
the, uh, whatever happens in the future – who knows which administration it will 
be? I guess time will tell,” Trump said in his first public remarks since Biden was 
projected as the election’s winner. US President Donald Trump for the first time 
began to sound doubtful about his election prospects, telling reporters “time will 
tell” who occupies the White House from January 20 as he has made little headway 
in the courts.With the election outcome becoming clearer, Trump has discussed 
with advisers possible media ventures and appearances that would keep him in the 
spotlight ahead of a possible 2024 White House bid, aides said.He is considering 
starting a television channel or social media company to compete with those he 
felt betrayed him and stifled his ability to communicate directly with Americans, 
according to several advisers.In the near term, Trump is expected to campaign for 
Republican candidates in Georgia ahead of two January 5 runoff elections that will 
determine which party controls the US Senate
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Today in History

Role of Indian Media in Kashmir Crisis

Post Pulwama era witnessed drastic trans-
formation vis-à-vis Indian media role in 
upspring the Indo-Pak hostility. Rational 
voices are being curbed, while prejudice 
narratives are mainstreaming. Since it’s 
the era of hybrid warfare the media plays 

a vital role in shaping public perceptions, opinions, and 
agenda-setting; and if we ponder upon the narrative 
of Indian media, it gives the reflection of just being 
mouthpieces of ruling elites.it generally manipulated 
facts and jumble reality. At the point when people 
watch lies being spread against them, their resent-
ment just increases, and hate multiplies. Immense 
pro-independence exhibits are going on at various 
places in Kashmir, something Indian media will not 
show to its public or the world. The Indian media have 
permitted themselves to turn into a genuine veritable 
arm of the state and its military might. We all compre-
hend what the part of media ought to be in calming 
tempers, yet it’s not true anymore with regards to the 
coverage of Kashmir by Indian media. The instance of 
Kashmir has been inadequately introduced by Indian 
Media, which in other terms, is the contortion of real 
factors to safeguard their national interests. Recently 
the police in Indian occupied Kashmir investigated two 
journalists for ostensibly spreading “fake news, their 

law permits the legislature to identify individuals as 
terrorists and empowers India’s National Investigation 
Agency to investigate such cases.Talking about one of 
the recent Pulwama incidents, each time an incident 
like this occurs, before an administration can react, 
before the military reacts, the Indian media quickly 
hops the gun asking for war. Welded to the possibility 
of public interest, with exclusions of obtrusive human 
rights by the Indian military, or the effect of Indian 
policies like curfews, and so forth; Indian media cov-
erage of Kashmir generally tends to criticize Pakistan 
for the distress in the state. A significant part of the 
coverage overlooks informing the audience regard-
ing the overall sentiment of turmoil against the Indian 
authorities and depends heavily on essentially report-
ing on state sources and press releases by the military 
on the situations that develop in Kashmir. After the 
incident; before any examination was directed Indian 
media, political authority and Indian military began 
jingoistic propaganda against Pakistan, stating that 
Pakistan was answerable and responsible for the 
assault. Indian media through its electronic, print, 
and social media made an utmost effort to make a 
war mania by receiving war-mongering animosity 
against Pakistan and along these lines brought the 
diplomatic relations among India and Pakistan to 
its most minimal ebb. The non-accessibility of free 
media to the individuals of Indian occupied Kashmir, 
genuine image of outrages and atrocities being com-
mitted in the occupied state are yet concealed from 
the individuals of the world on the large.Over the 
past years Indian Media has been using hashtags like 
#KashmirIsIndia #KashmirWithModi #IndiaWithModi 
#TerroristPakistan #KasmirWelcomesChange 
#KashmirMeriJaan etc. Manipulating the Kashmiris 

and the world; amplifying politicized and misleading 
narratives around ongoing political developments. A 
couple of hashtags #KashmirWelcomesChange and 
#KashmirWithModi were interchangeably used as a 
reference to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to 
limit reports of civil distress in the state and express 
support for the changes to Article 370 of the Indian 
constitution, which oversees the special status of 
Jammu and Kashmir. Other Indian social media users 
utilized the hashtags to further misleading and decep-
tive content that indicated local people responding 
well to the government’s activities. The coordinated 
use of hashtags, including by inauthentic or automated 
accounts, that are directly associated with a particular 
political party or perspective is often undertaken to 
amplify a particular viewpoint, making it appear more 
popular than it is. A void has been made by the Indian 
Media that has gobbled and swallowed up a signifi-
cant part of the paramount coverage that would help 
convey a reasonable and fair image of the situation on 
the ground.Mainstream media should be discerning 
the fact that India and Pakistan both are armed with 
atomic weapons and should teach their audience about 
the massive destructive effects of a nuclear conflict 
rather than fueling the loathe. The media ought to fun-
damentally analyze claims made by their respective 
militaries and governments. Truth and authenticity 
should drive public assessment, not jingoism.

Kylie Minogue’s Disco breaks UK chart record
BEVERLY HILLS

Pop star Kylie Minogue has become the first 
female artist to have a number one album in 
the UK in five separate decades.Her 15th studio 
album, Disco, topped the charts with 55,000 
sales, meaning it has also scored the best open-
ing week of any new release in 2020 so far.It 
is her eighth number one, meaning she has 
overtaken Elton John, Cliff Richard and George 
Michael in the all-time chart leaderboard.“I’m 
lost for words,” said the star.“Thank-you to 
everyone who has supported this album. I’m so 
touched that it’s made its way to your hearts. 
I love it.” Only four other acts have topped the 
Official Chart across five consecutive decades: 
Paul McCartney, John Lennon, Paul Weller and 
David Gilmour.The Beatles, Elvis Presley, The 
Rolling Stones and Bob Dylan have also landed 
chart-toppers across five decades, though not 
consecutively. Kylie’s chart-topper was made 
in the middle of the lockdown, with the star 
forced to buy recording equipment and learn 
computer software so she could record her 
vocals at home.She told BBC News the project 
had been a lifeline when quarantine threat-
ened to overwhelm her.“It’s hard to dig deep 
and stay positive,” the 52-year-old said, “and I 
had a moment like that, during the first lock-
down where I had to confess to someone else 
that I was struggling.“And actually, if I wasn’t 
able to work on the album, I perhaps would 
have gone the other way.”Minogue finished 

ahead of Little Mix, whose album Confetti 
debuted at number two in the Official Album 
Chart.Ariana Grande’s Positions, which was 
top of the pile last week, dropped to third. The 
album’s title track spent a third week at num-
ber one in the singles chart.Elsewhere, Dame 
Shirley Bassey set another chart record with 
her latest album, I Owe It All To You - which is 

billed as “a celebration of 70 years in showbiz”.
The record debuted at number five, making 
Dame Shirley the first female artist to claim 
a Top 40 album in seven consecutive decades.
The singer scored her first chart entry in 1961 
with Fabulous Shirley Bassey. Her latest col-
lection is her first top five record in 42 years, 
since 1978’s 25th Anniversary Album.

Aurora-Chasing Citizen Scientists Help 
Discover A New Feature of STEVE

LONDON
In 2018, a new aurora-like discovery struck the 

world. From 2015 to 2016, citizen scientists re-
ported 30 instances of a purple ribbon in the sky, 
with a green picket fence structure underneath. 
Now named STEVE, or Strong Thermal Emission 
Velocity Enhancement, this phenomenon is still 
new to scientists, who are working to understand 
all its details. What they do know is that STEVE 
is not a normal aurora – some think maybe it’s 
not an aurora at all – and a new finding about the 
formation of streaks within the structure brings 
scientists one step closer to solving the mystery.
ften in physics, we build our understanding then 
test the extreme cases or test the cases in a differ-
ent environment,” Elizabeth MacDonald, a space 
scientist at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in 
Greenbelt, Maryland, explains. “STEVE is different 
than the usual aurora, but it is made of light and 
it is driven by the auroral system. In finding these 
tiny little streaks, we may be learning something 
fundamentally new in how green auroral light 
can be produced.”These “tiny little streaks” are 
extraordinarily small point-like features within 
the green picket fence of STEVE. In a new paper 
for AGU Advances, researchers share their latest 
findings on these points. They suggest the streaks 
could be moving points of light – elongated in the 
images due to blur from the cameras. The tip of 
the streak in one image will line up with the end 

of the tail in the next image, contributing to this 
speculation from the scientists. However, there are 
still a lot of questions to be answered – determin-
ing whether the green light is a point or indeed 
a line, is one extra clue to help scientists figure 
out what causes green light.I’m not entirely sure 
about anything with respect to this phenomenon 
just yet,” Joshua Semeter, a professor at Boston 
University and first author on the paper, said. “You 
have other sequences where it looks like there is a 
tube-shaped structure that persists from image to 
image and doesn’t seem to conform to a moving 
point source, so we’re not really sure about that 
yet.” STEVE as a whole is something that scientists 
are still working to label. Scientists tend to clas-
sify optical features in the sky into two categories: 
airglow and aurora. When airglow occurs at night, 
atoms in the atmosphere recombine and release 
some of their stored energy in the form of light, 
creating bright swaths of color. 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Shifa Integrated Health Technology (SIHT), a sister or-
ganization of Shifa International Hospitals, has become 
the first healthcare services provider to be accredited 
by the Joint Commission Organization in entire Central 
as well as across South Asia region for meeting of more 
than 1000 standards of quality Home Health Services.
Shifa Integrated Health Technology has achieved this 
distinguished milestone for its ‘eShifa Home Health 
Services’ that are termed on a par with all the inter-
national standards.A simple but impressive ceremony 
was organized at Shifa International Hospital where Dr. 
Manzur H. Qazi, Chairman, Shifa International Hospital, 
was the chief guest here. Addressing on the occasion, 
Dr. Manzur H. Qazi lauded the efforts of eShifa initia-
tive and said that it is a matter of immense pride for 
Pakistan to joining the prestigious international club in 
innovative healthcare services.He said that the health-
care services in Pakistan currently are facing gigantic 
challenge keeping in view growing demand of quality 
health services and such initiatives would not only help 
in coping with the challenges for healthcare sector at 

national level but they would also provide a relative 
ease and affordability to the end users of these ser-
vices.Dr. Zeeshan Bin Ishtiaq, Chief Executive, eShifa 
Home Health Services, while presenting overall land-
scape of home health services in Pakistan, said that 
the load on traditional healthcare services structures 
in the country has increased tremendously over the 
years. Therefore, the situation demands to devise al-
ternate solutions and options for the users of health-
care services. “The home health services being offered 
by eShifa are already receiving tremendous response 
from the users due to our comprehensive follow-up 
systems,” he added.   Taimoor Shah, Chief Operating 
Officer, SIHT, said that accreditation achievement has 
a special significance as the COVID-19 has already 
compelled the world to explore alternate healthcare 
solutions while ensuring high quality services blended 
with the affordability. He said that the concept of home 
health services is entirely different from ‘telemedicine’ 
that at best could be just a smaller company of these 
services.  He said that to-date only 24 organizations in 
the healthcare sector have been awarded this unique 
accreditation globally.

EShifa International joins the prestigious global club of accredited home health services 

M icrosoft releases the 
Xbox gaming console on 
November 15, 2001, dra-
matically influencing the 
history of consumer en-
tertainment technology.

Microsoft CEO Bill Gates first decided to 
venture into the video game market because 
he feared that gaming consoles would soon 
compete with personal computers. At the 
time, Japanese companies Sony and Nintendo 
dominated the field, and no American com-
pany had challenged them since Atari ceased 
selling its Jaguar console in 1996.Sony was 
positioning its Playstation 2 as an “enter-
tainment system” meant not only for gaming 
but also for playing DVDs, music and other 
media. In order to rise to this challenge, 
Microsoft designed the first-ever gaming 
system to use PC technology, such as an in-
ternal hard disk drive. The original plan was 
to include a dial-up modem, still a common 
internet technology at the time, but the de-
signers opted instead to exclusively use a 
high-speed Ethernet cable, a decision which 
would allow the Xbox to set a new standard 
in online gaming. Microsoft acquired the 
game developer Bungie and used its new 

first-person shooter, Halo: Combat Evolved, 
as its launch title.Developing the Xbox had 
been enormously expensive, and the cost 
of building each unit outweighed the sales 
price, which meant game sales were crucial 
to the project’s success. Luckily for Microsoft, 
their launch title was one of the best-selling 
and most celebrated games of all time. Halo 

ushered in a new age of first-person shooters 
and online gaming, revolutionizing the video 
game market, and it established Xbox as a 
haven for innovative game design. Microsoft 
is said to have lost $4 billion on the initial 
Xbox, but its successors have sold over a 
hundred million units and continue to set the 
standard for entertainment systems.

Microsoft releases Xbox gaming console

Maham Tayyeb Khan

The author is research intern at The 
Asian Telegraph, pursing degree in Media 
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William and Kate  birthday 
message for Prince Charles 

NEWYORK
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge shared a 
sweet image of Prince Charles’ in honour of his 
72nd birthday on Saturday.In their social media 
tribute to Prince William’s father, the Duke 
and Duchess wrote: “Wishing a very Happy 
Birthday to His Royal Highness The Prince 
of Wales!”Alongside the birthday wishes, the 
couple posted a picture of a smiling Charles to 
mark the occasion. Charles is set to celebrate 
part of his birthday weekend overseas as he 
and the Duchess of Cornwall carry out engage-
ments in Germany. The royal couple will at-
tend the Central Remembrance Ceremony in 
Berlin to commemorate the annual National 
Day of Mourning on Sunday 15 November.The 
Prince of Wales is grandfather to William and 
Kate’s three children, Prince George, Princess 
Charlotte and Prince Louis, as well as Prince 
Harry and Meghan’s son Archie. The heir to the 
throne clearly has a sweet bond with his grand-
children and several personal photographs have 
been spotted in his office at his Scottish estate, 
Birkhall, including one of Charles holding his 
eldest grandson George.The Queen and Camilla 
were also among the royals to share birthday 
tributes for the Prince on the Royal Family and 
Clarence House social media accounts.VoM

Stevens to voice Charles 
and Philip in The Prince

NEW YORK
The former ‘Downton Abbey’ star has joined the cast 
of Gary Janetti’s upcoming animated series, which is a 
satirical look at the life of seven-year-old royal, Prince 
George, and he will portray both George’s grandfather 
and great-grandfather.George himself will be voiced by 
Gary, who is also the show’s creator and executive pro-
ducer.Stevens, 38, joins a cast including Sophie Turner as 
Princess Charlotte, Orlando Bloom as Prince Harry, Alan 
Cumming as George’s butler Owen, Frances De La Tour 
as Queen Elizabeth, Lucy Punch as Duchess Catherine, 
Condola Rashad as Duchess Meghan, and Iwan Rheon 
as Prince William.‘The Prince’ will air on HBO Max and 
is inspired by Gary’s Instagram account, which is known 
for its satire of British Royals through the eyes of a young 
Prince George.According to the official summary: “Before 
George rules Britannia, he’ll be laying down his own 
laws in Gary Janetti’s comedic take on the future King 
of England’s childhood as seen from the prince’s own 
point of view. Because his succession isn’t coming any 
time soon, in each episode George will find his path in 
life as a young prince in modern times – from the 775 
rooms of Buckingham Palace to his family’s sea of corgis 
to primary school with commoners.”Meanwhile, Orlando 
previously admitted he was initially wary of accepting a 
role in the series, because he’s “very proud” of his British 
roots, and didn’t want to take part in a show that could 
be seen as mocking the royals.VoM

Rumer :My dad, is desper-
ate for me to have a son!

LONDON
Bruce Willis wants his eldest daughter, Rumer Willis, 
to give him a grandson.The 32-year-old actress has 
said her famous father is desperate to add another 
boy to their family dynamic, as he’s father to five girls  
Rumer, Scout, 29, and Tallulah, 26, whom he has 
with his ex-wife Demi Moore, and Mabel, eight, and 
Evelyn, six, whom he has with current wife Emma 
Heming Willis - and has been feeling outnumbered 
during lockdown.Rumer said: “Over the quarantine 
he was like, ‘So I’d like for you to have a son because 
I need some male energy in this group.’ It’s a lot of 
women, obviously. He has five daughters and my 
mom and my stepmom. There’s just a lot of female 
energy. Even then, I’m like, OK, I want to make sure 
who I do that with.”If the ‘House Bunny’ star did have 
a son, she’s sure her dad would find a way to “kid-
nap” her baby so he could spend more time with 
him.She added during an appearance on ‘The Talk’ 
on Friday (13.11.20): “But even still, if I have a son, I 
guarantee you guys, my dad would somehow try to 
come in and kidnap him, hijack the child, VoM

Bureau Reuter
PARIS 

Great  Britain’s  Kat ie  Archibald 
w o n  h e r  s e c o n d  t i t l e  a t  t h e 
E u r o p e a n  T r a c k  C y c l i n g 
Championships with gold in the 
points  race.It  fol lowed her suc-

cess as part  of  the team pursuit 
wh o  t r i u m p h e d  o n  T h u r s d ay ’ s 
second day in Bulgaria.Archibald 
won three of  the f irst  f ive sprints 
to put her in the lead at  halfway.
With 30 laps left ,  she made her 
attack  and showed strength to 

take the f inal  sprint  and win by 
18 points . I ta ly ’s  S i lv ia  Zanardi 
t o o k  s i l v e r  w i t h  b r o n z e  f o r 
Poland’s  Karol ina  Karasiewicz .
Archibald said:  “I  get  drawn into 
the sprints and it  puts me in dan-
ger,  so against  a different f ield I 
would have been kicking myself 
a s  I  wa s  rea l ly  in  da ng er.“The 
right attack could have done me 
in ,  so  I ’m glad I  kept  my head 
and didn’t  let  the wrong move go 
and I  was there to contend at  the 
f inish.”Of  the other Brit ish r id-
ers in action on Saturday,  Ethan 
Ve rnon wa s  f i f t h  in  t h e  me n’ s 
points race while Sophie Capewell 
wa s  e d g e d  o u t  fo r  b ro n z e  i n 
the  women’s  keir in  whi le  Katy 
Marchant  f in ished 12th  in  the 
same event after being relegated 
in the minor f inal .

Staff Report
Rawalpindi

Muhamamd Hafeez s super knock drove 
Lahore Qalandars to a comfortable win 
against Peshawar Zalmi in a 171 run-chase 
in the second Qualifier of the Pakistan 
Super League (PSL) 2020 at the National 
Stadium Karachi (NSK).Qalandars com-
pleted the target after facing an initial 
stutter due to the fiery spells by Zalmi’ 
pace attack.Playing first, Peshawar Zalmi 
set a target of 171-runs for the Qalandars. 
Lahore Qalandars had won the toss and 
elected to field first.Meanwhile, Peshawar 
Zalmi paceman Hasan Ali had been ruled 
out of the Pakistan Super League (PSL) 
playoffs after suffering a back strain.
Hasan was a regular member of the Zalmi 
outfit throughout their tournament cam-
paign earlier this year before the final 
four matches of the competition were 
delayed due to the coronavirus outbreak.
The right-arm speedster was rather ordi-

nary in PSL 2020 compared to his overall 
stature in the league as he is the second-
leading wicket-taker in the tournament s 
history. Hasan lacked the typical precision 

during his PSL stint in February-March, 
and registered only eight wickets in nine 
innings, conceding at an economy rate of 
8.59.

Benchmark KSE-100 index inches 
up 4.79 points to settle at 40,569.35

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) ended 
the week on a flat note on Friday, with the 
benchmark KSE-100 index crawling up nearly 
5 points.The index oscillated between red and 
green zones as certain sectors experienced 
selling pressure. Investors were concerned 
over rising coronavirus cases, which prevented 
the market from advancing further.On the last 
day of the week, investors decided to liquidate 
positions and wait and watch for market di-
rection, going forward.Despite choppy trading, 
investors were comforted by a host of positive 
news, which included 4.8% growth in output of 
large-scale manufacturing (LSM) industries in 
the first quarter of current fiscal year.Moreover, 
encouraging remittances data, which remained 
over $2 billion for the fifth consecutive month 
in October 2020, lent further support to the 
bulls.Earlier, trading began on a positive note 
but unfortunately tables turned and the bourse 
failed to sustain the momentum with the first 
session remaining largely volatile. The second 
session also resumed in the green where bears 
and bulls tried to wrestle control of the market.
However, despite positive developments, the 

index slipped and finished with a meagre gain 
of 5 points.At close, the benchmark KSE-100 
index recorded an increase of 4.79 points, or 
0.01%, to settle at 40,569.35 points.A report 
of Arif Habib Limited stated that after touch-
ing intraday low of 40,262 points (down 302 
points), the index traded between a narrow 
range for most part of the session, intermit-
tently going green and red by 50 points.“Selling 
pressure was observed earlier during the first 
session in cement, exploration and production, 
oil and gas marketing sector stocks, whereby 
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines traded at its lower 
circuit for the entire session and the explo-
ration and production sector traded below 
previous day’s close,” it added.“However, the 
cement sector staged a recovery by the end 
of first session and carried the momentum in 
the second session as well.”Sectors contribut-
ing to the performance included exploration 
and production (-11 points), oil and gas mar-
keting companies (-7 points), pharmaceutical 
(-1 point), technology (+5 points) and banks 
(+5 points).Individually, stocks that contrib-
uted positively to the index included Systems 
Limited (+6 points), HBL (+2 points), Hubco 
(+2 points), Mari Petroleum (+2 points) and 
Lucky Cement (+2 points).Stocks that con-
tributed negatively were Pakistan Oilfields 
(-6 points), Oil and Gas Development Company 

(-5 points), Sui Northern Gas Pipelines (-4 
points), Pakistan Petroleum (-3 points) and 
Pakistan State Oil (-2 points). Overall, trad-
ing volumes dropped to 243.1 million shares 
compared with Thursday’s tally of 328.3 mil-
lion. The value of shares traded during the day 
was Rs7.9 billion.Shares of 387 companies 
were traded. At the end of the day, 199 stocks 
closed higher, 165 declined and 23 remained 
unchanged.Pakistan Refinery was the volume 
leader with 28.3 million shares, gaining Rs0.80 
to close at Rs18.45. It was followed by Unity 
Foods with 19.6 million shares, gaining Rs0.18 
to close at Rs22.53 and TRG Pakistan with 
15.3 million shares, losing Rs0.63 to close at 
Rs52.54.Foreign institutional investors were 
net sellers of Rs113.1 million worth of shares 
during the trading session, according to data 
compiled by the National Clearing Company 
of Pakistan.

Bureau Report
RIYADH

Private equity firm Hillhouse Capital Group is 
in talks to take property developer SOHO China 
private, said four people with knowledge of 
the matter, in a deal that could be worth more 
than $2 billion and accentuate a trend in Hong 
Kong. Asia-focused Hillhouse has been in dis-
cussions with SOHO China over the past few 
months, said the sources. The husband-wife 
team of chairman Pan Shiyi and chief executive 
Zhang Xin owns 64 percent of SOHO China, a 
mainland company that is well-known for its 

futuristic office buildings. deal for taking the 
developer private could come after Hong Kong-
listed companies have announced take-private 
deals worth $20 billion so far in 2020, more 
than double last year’s annual volume, accord-
ing to Refinitiv data. Undervalued shares were 
often cited as a reason for such deals.But with 
so much cash available with private equity and 
other long term investors and a dearth of ave-
nues to earn decent returns, average premiums 
paid by buyers for those deals jumped to 42 
percent this year from 34 percent in 2018, as 
per Refinitiv.SOHO China’s shares soared more 
than 40 percent in afternoon trade on Friday 
after Reuters reported the take-private talks. 
They ended up 7 percent higher.Before Friday’s 
gain, SOHO China had a market value of about 
$1.5 billion and its shares had slumped 24 per-
cent this year, compared to an 8 percent fall of 
the benchmark Hang Seng Index.Hillhouse is 
considering assuming about 18 billion yuan 
($2.72 billion) of SOHO China loans as part 
of its leveraged buyout, said one source. The 
developer had 33 billion yuan in total debt 

as of end-June, according to its 2020 interim 
report. The SOHO China talks are at an early 
stage and subject to change, said the sources, 
who declined to be identified due to confi-
dentiality constraints.Hillhouse declined to 
comment ahead of publication of the story. In 
a statement later to Reuters, Hillhouse said it 
“has no interest in the take-private of SOHO 
China.” SOHO China didn’t respond to a request 
for comment.The talks with Hillhouse would 
be a second shot at going private this year for 
SOHO China. Blackstone Group walked away 
from a $4 billion deal earlier in 2020 to take it 
private. Blackstone declined to comment when 
contacted by Reuters on Friday.For Hillhouse, 
SOHO China would represent its biggest bet on 
the Chinese real estate market, even in the face 
of a softening office property market amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.Founded by Chinese busi-
nessman Zhang Lei, Hillhouse is raising what 
would be Asia’s largest US dollar-denominated 
fund targeting $13 billion, and its largest-ever 
yuan fund of over 20 billion yuan, Reuters has 
reported.

Hillhouse in talks on developer SOHO China

UAE leads MENA 
region as most 

valuable, strongest 
nation brands

Bureaau Report
Abu Dhabi

The UAE lead the way as the 
strongest and most valuable brand 
in the Middle East and Africa, 
MENA, and ranked 18th globally 
at Dh2.45 trillion (US$672 billion), 
according to the latest report by 
Brand Finance, the world’s lead-
ing independent brand valuation 
consultancy. The ranking places 
the Emirates at 18th, a rise of 
two places from last year.Brand 
Finance measures the strength 
and value of the nation brands 
of 100 leading countries using a 
method based on the royalty relief 
mechanism employed to value the 
world’s largest corporate brands. 
Every year, Brand Finance val-
ues 5,000 of the world’s biggest 
brands. The 100 most valuable 
and strongest nation brands are 
included in the Brand Finance 
Nation Brands 2020 ranking. 
The annual report on the most 
valuable and strongest nation 
brands noted that the UAE has 
maintained its advanced ranking 
in the world’s top 20 most valu-
able nation brands in 2020 despite 
the daunting challenges and hard-
ships the world nations have been 
enduring due to the COVID-19 out-
break. The UAE managed to make 
the highest score in its ranking 
advancing to 18 in the 2020 re-
port from 20 in last year’s report, 
Wam reported.David Haigh, CEO 
of Brand Finance, commented:

Bureau Report
HANOI

Fifteen Asia-Pacific economies are set to con-
clude talks on Sunday and sign what could be-
come the world’s largest free trade agreement, 
covering nearly a third of the global popula-
tion and about 30 percent of its global gross 
domestic product. The Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP), which could be 
approved at the end of a four-day ASEAN sum-
mit in Hanoi, will progressively lower tariffs and 
aims to counter protectionism, boost invest-
ment and allow freer movement of goods within 
the region. US-China trade war and US President 
Donald Trump’s “America First” retreat from 
predecessor Barack Obama’s “pivot” toward 
Asia has given impetus to complete RCEP, which 
is widely seen as Beijing’s chance to set the re-
gional trade agenda in Washington’s absence.
The US election win by Democrat Joe Biden, 
however, could challenge that, with the former 
vice president signalling a return to stronger 
US multilateralism.RCEP includes China, Japan, 
South Korea, Australia, New Zealand and the 
10 members of the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) — Brunei, Vietnam, 
Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia, 

Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines.India 
was involved in earlier discussions but opted 
out last year.One of the deal’s biggest draws 
is that its members already have various bi-
lateral or multilateral agreements in place, so 
RCEP builds on those foundations.The idea of 
RCEP was hatched in 2012 and was seen as a 
way for China, the region’s biggest importer and 
exporter, to counter growing US influence in the 
Asia-Pacific under Obama. Negotiations for a 

US-led “mega-regional accord” then known as 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) — Obama’s 
signature trade deal — were making strong pro-
gress and China was not among its 12 members.
Momentum behind RCEP grew when Trump 
withdrew the US from the TPP in 2017, taking 
away its main architect and two-thirds of the 
bloc’s combined $27 trillion GDP.It was renamed 
the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) and it in-

Asia-Pacific closes in on world’s biggest trade deal

Bureau Report
JEDDAH 

Racing Point’s Lance Stroll took a 
sensational maiden pole position 
in a chaotic wet qualifying ses-
sion at the Turkish Grand Prix.
The Canadian beat Red Bull’s 
Max Verstappen by 0.290 sec-
onds as Lewis Hamilton, on the 
verge of his seventh title, could 
manage only sixth place.Stroll 
was investigated for failing to 
slow for caution flags but the 
stewards cleared him of wrong-
doing.Hamilton’s Mercedes 
team-mate and only title rival 
Valtteri Bottas was ninth.
Stroll’s team-mate Sergio Perez 
was third ahead of Red Bull’s 
Alexander Albon and Renault’s 
Daniel Ricciardo.Hamilton will 
be disappointed with his grid 
position but looks in extremely 
good shape to win the title.He 
will clinch it, and equal Michael 
Schumacher’s all-time record, as 
long as Bottas does not outscore 
him by more than seven points, 
and as the Finn is starting three 
places behind the world cham-
pion, he would not be expected 
to beat Hamilton. ”I can’t really 
put it into words right now,” 
Stroll said. “I’m shocked. I didn’t 
expect us to be up here. In final 

practice there were a lot things 
we were weren’t sure of com-
ing into qualifying - we didn’t 
look too competitive.But I am 
so happy with that. I really put 
that lap together. Valtteri spun in 
front of me on one lap and then 
I had one lap at the end to do it 
and nailed pretty much every 
corner.“It’s such a great way to 
bounce back after a tough few 
weeks. Since Mugello it has been 
a tough ride but it feels really 
good right now.”Stroll crashed 
out at high speed in the closing 
laps of the Tuscan Grand Prix 
after a puncture, was taken out 
of the subsequent Russian Grand 
Prix in a first-lap crash with 
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc and 
then missed the Eifel Grand Prix 
when he caught coronavirus.He 
returned for the Portuguese 
Grand Prix, but has had two dif-
ficult events there and at Imola, 
and said that meant this “special 
moment” was all the better for 
him.The stewards investigation 
into the yellow flag incident 
found that Stroll had slowed as 
required after Perez went off at 
Turn Seven.They said he “clearly 
came off the throttle, coasted 
into the corner, and then acceler-
ated when clear of the incident. 

Stocks record meagre gain in choppy 

European Track Championships
Katie Archibald wins her second gold for Great Britain

Lance Stroll takes pole position 
after chaotic qualifying session

Lahore Qaladars crush Peshawar Zalmi by five wickets in second Qualifier
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
Wall Street jumped on Friday as encour-
aging earnings stoked risk appetite and 
President-elect Joe Biden’s COVID ad-
visory team said it was not considering 
a nationwide shutdown, but oil prices 
slid as Libyan output rose and investors 
worried the resurgent pandemic could 
hurt global demand. The bellwether S&P 
500 and the small cap Russell 2000 both 
reached record closing highs. Upbeat re-
sults from Cisco Systems Inc CSCO.O and 
Walt Disney Co DIS.N helped send Wall 
Street’s three major stock indexes higher. 
“Profits have been refreshingly healthy,” 
said David Carter, chief investment officer 
at Lenox Wealth Advisors in New York. 
“It’s really a credit to companies’ ability 
to adapt and grow even in the face of the 
crisis.” Economically sensitive cyclicals 
and small cap stocks, which led the rally 
at the beginning of the week, once again 
outperformed. On Monday, investor risk 
appetite was boosted by Pfizer Inc’s 
PFE.N announcement that the COVID-19 
vaccine being developed with German 
partner BioNTech SE BNTX.O appeared 
to be 90% effective. President-elect Joe 
Biden’s pandemic advisory board said 
there was no plan to enact a nation-wide 
shutdown. “The recent vaccine headlines 
have clearly been a positive but there is 

still uncertainty and concerns regard-
ing shutdowns,” Carter added. “Biden’s 
recent indication that the U.S. economy 
may remain open certainly helps market 
sentiment.” The S&P 500 and the blue-
chip Dow posted their second straight 
weekly gains, and their best two-week 
runs since April, while the tech-heavy 
Nasdaq ended the session below last Fri-
day’s close. Economic data released on 
Friday showed consumers were growing 
more pessimistic, while tepid inflation re-
flected slack labor markets and sluggish 
demand. The Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage .DJI rose 399.64 points, or 1.37%, 
to 29,479.81, the S&P 500 .SPX gained 
48.14 points, or 1.36%, to 3,585.15 
and the Nasdaq Composite .IXIC added 
119.70 points, or 1.02%, to 11,829.29. 
European stocks ended flat as rising fears 
of economic damage from the pandemic 
offset recent vaccine optimism. Still, the 
benchmark index notched its second 

straight week of gains. The pan-Europe-
an STOXX 600 index .STOXX rose 0.01% 
and MSCI’s gauge of stocks across the 
globe .MIWD00000PUS gained 0.83%. 
U.S. Treasury yields were mixed as inves-
tors consolidated positions ahead of the 
weekend and remained cautious given 
the surge in coronavirus cases. But the 
yield curve steepened on Friday, after 
flattening the previous session. Bench-
mark 10-year notes US10YT=RR last 
fell 2/32 in price to yield 0.893%, from 
0.886% late on Thursday. The 30-year 
bond US30YT=RR last rose 6/32 in price 
to yield 1.6442%, from 1.652% late on 
Thursday. U.S. crude dropped 2.41% to 
settle at $40.13 per barrel, while Brent 
settled at $42.78 per barrel, down 1.72% 
on the day. The dollar was down, but 
safe-haven yen and Swiss franc curren-
cies strengthened, reflecting a loss of risk 
appetite driven by vaccine hopes. The 
dollar index fell 0.23%, with the euro 
up 0.23% to $1.1831. The Japanese yen 
strengthened 0.48% versus the green-
back at 104.64 per dollar, while Ster-
ling GBP= was last trading at $1.3195, 
up 0.62% on the day. Gold prices rose 
as rising global coronavirus infections 
sparked renewed fears over the pan-
demic’s economic toll. Spot gold added 
0.6% to $1,887.78 an ounce. Reuters

LONDON 
Secretary-General United Na-
tions, Antonio Guterres has 
warned that people with dia-
betes are at “increased risk 
of severe disease and death 
from COVID-19”. In a message 
for World Diabetes Day, on 
Saturday, the United Nation’s 
(UN) chief called for working 
together to limit the disease 
that effects a large number 
of people worldwide. He said 
many efforts have been made 
to prevent and treat diabetes, 
but the disease continues to 
rise rapidly in low and middle 
income countries — those 
“least well-equipped with the 
diagnostics, medicines, and 
knowledge to provide life-
saving treatment”. Globally, 
some 422 million adults are 
living with diabetes (latest 
figures from 2014), accord-
ing to the UN World Health 
Organization, compared to 
around 108 million in 1980 
– rising from 4.7 to 8.5 per 
cent in the adult population. 
Secretary-General United Na-
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some 422 million adults are 
living with diabetes (latest 
figures from 2014), according 
to the UN World Health Orga-
nization, compared to around 
108 million in 1980 – rising 
from 4.7 to 8.5 per cent in the 
adult population. The theme 
for World Diabetes Day 2020 
is “The Nurse and Diabetes”, 
which aims to raise aware-
ness around the crucial role 
of these health care profes-
sionals in supporting people 
living with diabetes. Nurses, 
who currently account for 
over half of the global health 
workforce, also help people 
living with a wide range of 
health concerns. People living 
with diabetes face a number 
of challenges, and education is 
vital to equip nurses with the 
skills to support them. “As we 
strive to overcome the pan-
demic, let us do our utmost to 
ensure Universal Health Cov-
erage, strengthen health sys-
tems and advance good health 
and resilience for all”, the UN 
chief said. App

UNITED NATIONS
The UN human rights chief Friday called for a 
full inquiry into possible war crimes in Ethio-
pia after reports emerged of a massacre of 
civilians in the Tigray region. “If confirmed as 
having been deliberately carried out by a party 
to the current fighting, these killings of civil-
ians would of course amount to war crimes,” 
Michelle Bachelet, High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, said in a statement released in 
Geneva, calling for “full accountability”. Ethio-
pia’s central government launched a military 
operation in the northern Tigray region last 
week, accusing the Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF) ruling party of attacking military 
bases. Amnesty International, a leading rights 
group based in London, said on Thursday that 
scores of civilians had been killed by forces 
backing the TPLF – -claims denied as “base-
less” by the party. Reacting to emerging details 
of mass killings involving scores of victims in 
the town of Mai-Kadra, Ms. Bachelet said that 
“if the Tigray national (and) regional forces 
and Ethiopian Government forces continue 
down the path they are on, there is a risk this 
situation will spiral totally out of control”. This 
risked “heavy casualties and destruction, as 
well as mass displacement within Ethiopia 

itself and across borders”, her spokesperson, 
Rupert Colville, told journalists at a press 
briefing in Geneva. Equally worrying were 
“ethnically and religiously motivated hate 
speech, incitement to violence”, arbitrary ar-
rests, killings, mass displacement and destruc-
tion in various parts of the country, said senior 
UN prevention of genocide special adviser 
Pramila Patten, and the UN’s Responsibility 
to Protect senior adviser Karen Smith. Such 
ethnically motivated attacks and reportedly 
ethnic profiling of citizens heightened the risk 
of genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and 
crimes against humanity, the UN senior of-
ficials added. Although the UN rights chief 
noted that the details of the alleged atrocity 
reported by Amnesty International in south-
west Tigray “have not yet been fully verified”, 
she urged a full inquiry. “If confirmed as hav-
ing been deliberately carried out by a party 
to the current fighting, these killings of civil-
ians would of course amount to war crimes”, 
she said. The High Commissioner repeated 
her call to “stop the fighting and prevent any 
further atrocities from taking place”, before 
highlighting the devastating military power 
being brought to bear in the conflict.App

UNITED NATIONS
The President of Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), 
Ambassador of Pakistan Munir Akram, has called for 
strengthening international cooperation to effectively 
prevent, investigate and prosecute transnational orga-
nized crime, as illicit financial flows remain an “ubiqui-
tous” problem for developed and developing countries. 
“The reality of organized crime remains complex and 
multifaceted, but at its core is the objective of organized 
criminal groups to obtain illicit profits and control mar-
kets of illicit goods and services,” he said at a virtual 
ministerial event marking the 20th anniversary of the 
U.N.Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 
(UTOC). “Apart from social and economic disruption, 
criminal activities retard and reverse development gains,” 
Ambassador Akram added. He described as “significant” 
the impact of corona virus pandemic on transnational 
organized crime, noting that some of the largest threats 
to sustainable development emanated from crimes such 
as the trafficking of counterfeit medical products. “In 
the meantime,” the ECOSOC chief said, “corruption and 
various forms of illicit trafficking and migrant smuggling 
continue to undermine the rule of law, economic devel-
opment and the livelihoods of people.” In the context of 
Covid-19, Ambassador Akram called for criminalizing 
corruption and laundering of proceeds of crime related to 
manufacturing and trafficking of falsified medical prod-

ucts. He also stressed the need for dealing with environ-
mental crimes and ever-growing illegal trade in wildlife 
– which could lead to other zoonotic diseases. Change in 
labour and migration laws was also critical in addressing 
the demand for the services of human traffickers, Ambas-
sador Akram said. He also called for halting bleeding of 
the resources of developing countries through illicit fi-
nancial flows, saying it was nothing short of criminal to 
allow such flows during this crisis when developing coun-
tries were already struggling to overcome the challenges 
posed by shrinking fiscal space to fight the pandemic and 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). VoM

FM unveils dossier of India’s 
sponsorship of terrorism 

inside Pakistan

ISLAMABAD
World Diabetes Day is being observed today (Satur-
day) to recognize the urgent need to pursue multilat-
eral efforts to promote and improve human health, 
and provide access to treatment and health-care 
education. The theme for World Diabetes Day 2020 
is “The Nurse and Diabetes.” The campaign aims to 
raise awareness around the crucial role that nurses 
play in supporting people living with diabetes. Dia-
betes is a chronic disease, which occurs when the 
pancreas does not produce enough insulin, or when 
the body cannot effectively use the insulin it pro-
duces. This leads to an increased concentration of 
glucose in the blood. Diabetes is a major cause of 
blindness, kidney failure, heart attack, stroke and 
lower limb amputation. Healthy diet, physical activity 
and avoiding tobacco use can prevent or delay type 
2 diabetes. In addition diabetes can be treated and 
its consequences avoided or delayed with medica-
tion, regular screening and treatment for complica-
tions. Globally, an estimated 422 million adults were 
living with diabetes in 2014, compared to 108 mil-
lion in 1980. The global prevalence of diabetes has 
nearly doubled since 1980, rising from 4.7 percent 
to 8.5 percent in the adult population. This reflects 
an increase in associated risk factors such as being 
overweight or obese. Over the past decade, diabe-
tes prevalence has risen faster in low and middle-
income countries than in high-income countries.

RIYADH
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has presented 
before the people of Pakistan and the international 
community a dossier carrying irrefutable evidence of 
India’s sponsorship of terrorism inside Pakistan. Unveiling 
the dossier at a joint news conference along with Director 
General ISPR Major General Babar Iftikhar in Islamabad on 
Saturday, he said India’s objectives of terror sponsorship 
in Pakistan include disruption of peace, destabilization of 
economy and political instability. The Foreign Minister 
said Pakistan is going to present this dossier to the United 
Nations, OIC, P-5 countries and others. He said we expect 
the international community to play its role for peace and 
stability by compelling India to immediately halt its state 
sponsorship of terrorism in Pakistan and bring to justice 
all those involved in financing and supporting terrorism 
inside Pakistan according to domestic and international 
laws. The Minister said the international community can 
no longer turn a blind eye to this rogue behavior by a 
state that refuses to adhere to international laws and UN 
Conventions. The Foreign Minister categorically stated that 
India’s efforts to foment terrorism inside Pakistan will not 
be allowed to undermine Pakistan’s stability in any way. 
He said India is a threat to peace in the region and the 
major powers must act to prevent India from continued 
sponsorship of terrorism against Pakistan. He said we 
reserve the right to defend ourselves in every possible way. 
Giving details of the dossier, the Minister said it reveals 
deepening nexus between Indian intelligence agencies 
and UN-designated terrorist organizations, including 
Jamaat-ul Ahrar, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, Baloch 
Liberation Army, Balochistan Liberation Front and Baloch 
Republican Army. He said India has provided funding 
worth 22 billion rupees to these terrorist organizations 
in last three years. He said the dossier carries evidence 
of Indian intelligence agencies’ funding and provision of 
weapons, ammunition and IEDs to target Ulema, notables 
and police officials in a bid to destabilize the country. 
The Minister said the dossier contains evidence of India’s 
attempts to undermine China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 
He said a Cell under the direct supervision of Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is working to sabotage CPEC. He 
said so far 80 billion rupees have been allocated and a 
militia of 700 people has been raised to disrupt CPEC 
projects. He said the dossier has exposed Indian plans and 
attempts to create unrest in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and 
Gilgit-Baltistan through sub-nationalist elements. At the 
news conference, DG ISPR Major General Babar Iftikhar 
showed documents proving Indian intelligence agencies’ 
links with the terrorists involved in subversive activities 
in Pakistan. These documents as well as the audio and 
video clips show bank transactions, equipment support 
and the Indian intelligence agencies officials’ directions to 
the terrorists to carry out terrorist acts in various parts 
of Pakistan. VoM

ISLAMABAD  
Pakistan on Saturday presented an evidence-lad-
en dossier exposing Indian-sponsored terrorism 
in Pakistan through its intelligence agencies, US 
500 mln funding to sabotage CPEC, and unifica-
tion of terror outfits to unleash terrorism in the 
country. “Pakistan is presenting this dossier to the 
UN, OIC, P-5 countries and others. The evidence 
presented by Pakistan provides concrete proof of 
Indian financial and material sponsorship of mul-
tiple terrorist organizations including UN-desig-
nated terrorist organizations Jamatul Ahrar, BLA 
and TTP,” the foreign minister told a news confer-
ence here. Accompanied by the foreign minister, 
Director General Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) Major General Babar Iftikhar highlighted 
major contents of the dossier containing “irrefut-
able evidence” – translated letters, supply chain 
of weapons and equipment, telephonic conversa-
tions, video recordings and funding details from 
banks in India to the terrorists in Pakistan. For-
eign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said keep-
ing in view the evidence, he warned of an increase 
in terrorist activities inside Pakistan, particularly 
in Gilgit Baltistan in the coming months. Qureshi 
said Pakistan would be presenting the dossier to 
the UN and other international organisations to 
bring to justice all those involved in supporting 
acts of terrorism inside the country. “We are pro-
viding irrefutable evidence of Indian sponsoring 
of acts of terrorism in Pakistan,” the Foreign min-
ister said. “India is a state sponsor of terrorism, 
and is consistently exhibiting rogue behaviour,” 

he added. To sabotage the CPEC a special cell 
that reports directly to the Indian Prime Minister 
Narindra Modi has been established jointly by the 
RAW and Defence Intelligence Agency (DIA) to 
“undermine, delay and disrupt” the project. India 
has also raised a militia of 700 persons to under-
take terrorism in Balochistan. A 24-member com-
mission including 10 RAW operatives was cre-
ated and $60 million were dedicated to this force 
alone. “Earlier, we have been giving hints. Today, I 
openly say, that they have a clear plan to sabotage 
CPEC because they know CPEC’s success can be 
a game changer for Pakistan,” Queshi remarked. 
He said a special cell had been established under 
Indian prime minister in their intelligence agency 
to make efforts for undermining, delaying and 
disrupting CPEC. For this cell, an amount of Rs 80 
billion has been allocated for this cell. He also gave 
detail of the 19,130 terrorist incidents in Pakistan 
since 2001 that caused a whooping loss to the na-
tional exchequer to the tune of US 126 billion dol-
lars and 83,000 precious lives. The DG ISPR said 
the recent upsurge in violence in Pakistan was 
direct consequence of Indian intensified engage-
ment with the banned outfits, sub-nationalists 
and dissidents. He said after unification of Teh-
reek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) with breakaway 
faction Jamatul Ahrar and Hizbul Ahrar, India 
was trying to build a consortium along with the 
proscribed dissident Baloch groups like BLA, BRA 
and BLF.  Showing on screen a translated latter 
in Dari, the DG ISPR told media that Indian Intel-
ligence office Col. Rajesh held four meetings with 

the commanders of the terror outfits to execute 
terror activities in Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar in 
November and December this year. He said in 
order to establish Pakistan’s linkage with Daesh, 
India was creating a Daesh-e-Pakistan outfit for 
what 30 Indian Daesh militants were relocated 
from India to various camps along Pak-Afghan 
border. He said Indian embassies and consulates 
along Pakistan border had become a hub of terror 
sponsorship in Pakistan as an Indian ambassador 
and a consular in Jalalabad held detailed discus-
sion with collaborators to provide financial sup-
port to TTP and dissident Baloch elements. DG 
ISPR told media that Indian intelligence service 
– RAW was financing front men in third countries 
and through Indian banks, they made two trans-
action to fan terrorism in KP. “Both transactions 
were made through Indian banks. $28,000 were 
transferred by Punjab Bank India. Another trans-
action of $55,851 was made by Manmeet Yadev, 
an Indian national from an Indisan bank in New 
Delhi and received by Afghanistan International 
Bank. He said RAW also held a number of meet-
ing with TTP commanders and Indian embassy 
paid $0.82 million to TTP commander. He said 
Indian embassy had been paying handsome 
amount to sub-nationalists under the garb of hu-
manitarian assistance projects. The dossier con-
tains four such transactions of $23.35 million to 
cause unrest in the province.He told media that as 
per the confessional statement of London-based 
businessman Sarfaraz Merchant, RAW funded Al-
taf Hussain through two Indian companies. VoM
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Soldier, 4 civilians martyred, 
17 hurt in unprovoked 
Indian fire along LoC

RAWALPINDI
 A Pakistan Army soldier and four innocent civil-
ians were martyred, and 17 others, including five 
soldiers and 12 civilians, injured Friday as the In-
dian Army troops resorted to unprovoked cease-
fire violation (CFV) using all calibers, including 
artillery and heavy mortar, along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC). According to the Inter Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), the Indian Army licked dust at 
the hands of few freedom fighters in an alleged 
encounter in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK), and instead of resolving the crisis 
through finding out the reasons within, it opened 
unprovoked fire along the LoC at different sectors 
targeting both the civilian population and Pakistan 
Army check posts. “The Indian Army on the night of 
7th and 8th November reportedly had an encoun-
ter with few freedom fighters in District Kupwara, 
well within IIOJK territory, opposite Neelum valley, 
wherein it suffered few casualties, including four 
soldiers,” an ISPR press release said. In order to 
ward off the humiliation faced in front of the do-
mestic audience, and instead of finding the reasons 
from within and addressing the same, the Indian 
Army on Friday opted for unprovoked and indis-
criminate fire of all calibers, including artillery and 
heavy mortars, along the LOC in various sectors of 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK). The targeted ar-
eas included Neelum Valley (Nekrun, Kel, Sharda, 
Dudhnial, Shahkot, Jura, Nauseri sectors), Leepa 
Valley (Danna, Mandal and Kayani sectors), Jhelum 
Valley (Chham and Pandu secorts), and Bagh Valley 
(Pirkanthi, Sankh, Haji Pir, Bedori and Kailer sec-
tors). In the deliberate attempt, the Indian Army 
did not limit itself to engagement of army posts 
and positions, rather, in utter disregard to all in-
ternational obligations and human rights, targeted 
the civil population resulting in martyrdom of four 
innocent civilians and injuries to 12. The Pakistan 
Army, however, gave a befitting reply to the Indian 
Army, and effectively targeted those Indian posts 
which targeted the innocent civilians. As a result, 
substantial losses, both in terms of men and mate-
rial, were incurred on to the Indian troops, which 
had also been accepted by Indian media, ISPR said. 
Indian’s confirmed losses were much more than 
being acknowledged. In the valiant act, one brave 
soldier of Pakistan Army embraced martyrdom, 
while five others got injured. The ISPR said,”Such 
cowardly acts of targeting innocent civilians reflect 
sheer lack of morality, utter un-professionalism 
and total disregard to human rights by the Indian 
Army and are also clear violation of cease fire un-
derstanding of 2003,” ISPR said It reiterated that 
Pakistan was a peace loving country and the Paki-
stan Army also pursued the same aspirations. VoM




