
Tuesday, December 15, 2020| Vol: XI, Issue: 230 ABC CERTIFIEDwww.theasiantelegraph.net

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s /asian_telegraph

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/theasiantelegraph

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/company/theasiantelegraph

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

.theasiantelegraph.net Price Rs 8| Pages 4

If you’re the leader, you have 
to communicate the message 
of immortality to your people. 

Because I believe if a leader hides 
behind a rock, then the people will 

hide behind a mountain.

President of Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Intra-Afghan dialogue, govt-Taliban to resume 
peace negotiations in January

Pak imports 52 Chinese manufactured fire-fighting vehicles 

The Asian Telegraph

Japanese Ambassador 
Calls on Info Minister 

to discuss bilateral 
relations

LAHORE
Information Minister 
Shibl i  Faraz has said 
Pakistan and Japan en-
joy cordial  relat ions.
He was talking to  Jap-
anese Ambassador to 
Pakistan in  Is lamabad 
today.The Information 
Minister  said Japan 
has always stood by 
Pakistan in  di f f icult 
t imes.PTV Chairman 
Naeem Bukhari  who 
was also present  on 
the occasion said his 
organization desires 
to  benefit  from Japan 
in  the f ie ld  of  technol-
ogy.The Japanese am-
bassador expressed 
his  country ’s  desire 
to  promote coopera-
t ion with Pakistan in 
technology especial ly 
the upgradation of  the 
PTV.  VoM 

Oil rises on vaccine hopes, tanker blast in Saudi 
Arabia

Prices extend gains after 
shipping firm said oil tanker 
was hit by external source at 

Jeddah port
Bureau Reporter

LONDON
Oil prices rose on Monday, push-

ing Brent back above $50 a barrel, 
buoyed by hopes that a rollout of 
coronavirus vaccines will lift global 
fuel demand while a tanker explo-
sion in Saudi Arabia jangled nerves 
in the market. Brent crude futures for 
February rose $0.6, or 1.2%, to $50.57 
a barrel by 1200 GMT, while US West 
Texas Intermediate crude futures for 
January were up $0.54, or 1.2%, at 
$47.11 a barrel. Prices also extended 
gains amid supply jitters after a ship-
ping firm said an oil tanker was hit by 
an external source while discharging 
at Jeddah port in Saudi Arabia. “Brent 
crude is supported by both financial 
and physical flows. The dollar is de-
clining, the Brent crude curve is in 
backwardation and vaccines are being 
rolled out,” said SEB chief commodity 
analyst Bjarne Schieldrop. “We think 
that this rally has further to go.” Brent 

and WTI have rallied for six consecu-
tive weeks, their longest stretch of 
gains since June. The United States 
kicked off its vaccination campaign 
against Covid-19, lifting hopes that 
pandemic restrictions could end soon 
and lift demand in the world’s largest 
oil consumer. An extension of Brexit 
talks among European powers also 
buoyed financial markets on Monday. 
Major European countries continued 
in lockdown mode to curb the spread 
of Covid-19, which has reduced fuel 

demand. For example, Germany, the 
fourth largest economy in the world, 
plans to impose a stricter lockdown 
from Wednesday to battle the virus. 
In the United States, energy firms last 
week added the most oil and natural 
gas rigs in a week since January as 
producers continued to return to the 
wellpad. Two separate fires occurred 
at Nigeria’s Qua Iboe crude oil export 
terminal and at an oil pipeline in Iran 
on Sunday but the incidents have 
mostly been contained. Reuters

Despite the peace process, 
violence in Afghanistan has 

not ended
 KABUL

Peace talks between the Afghan govern-
ment and Taliban insurgents will resume 
in early January as the warring sides take 
a break after reaching agreement on proce-
dural ground rules for sustaining their dia-
logue to end the war. The talks between the 
Afghan sides began in Qatar in September 
Despite the peace process, violence in 
Afghanistan has not ended.The talks be-
tween the Afghan sides began in Qatar in 
September, months after the United States 
and the Taliban struck a deal on the with-
drawal of the remaining 12,000 US troops 
in exchange for Taliban security guarantees 
and a commitment to talk peace. Members 
of the Afghan government delegation said 
on Monday they would travel back to Kabul 
from Doha.“We’re taking a break for now 
and will be ready to discuss the agenda 
when talks resume,” said a senior Afghan 
official overseeing diplomatic communi-
cations with the Taliban.A Taliban spokes-
man was not immediately available for 
comment. Despite the peace process, vio-

lence in Afghanistan has not ended. There 
are regular clashes in various parts of the 
country and bomb and rocket attacks in 
Kabul. Last week, the US forces carried out 
an air strike against Taliban insurgents to 
protect government forces in Kandahar 
province in a rare US intervention since 
their pact with the Taliban. Afghan offi-
cials in the southern province told media 
the Taliban were planning coordinated 
attacks on security forces when the US 
military bombed them, killing more than 
20 Taliban fighters. The Taliban accused 
the United States and the Afghan govern-
ment of killing civilians in the air strike. 
The Afghan government and Taliban have 
announced to suspend the peace talks till 
5th of next month in order to have more 
consultation on the agenda items. The 
Afghan government’s negotiator, Nader 
Nadery, in a Tweet said since the agenda 
items need further consultations, the two 
sides agreed for a recess and to resume the 
2nd round of talks on 5th of next month.  
Meanwhile, an adviser to Afghanistan’s 
National Security Council, Javid Faisal in 
series of tweets said peace talks between 
Afghans should be held within Afghanistan 
and impacted by the Afghan realities rather 
than being affected by foreigners and the 
conditions outside. APP

President urges for better 
education facilities to 

persons with disabilities
Arif Alvi has emphasized 

the need for carrying out a 
survey on special persons to 

address their problems
ISLAMABAD 

In order to facilitate differently-abled people, 
President Dr. Arif Alvi has underlined the need 
for simplifying the process of registration of 
persons with disabilities (PWDs). He urged the 
need to take effective measures to address the 
special needs of PWDs and encourage their ac-
tive participation in various spheres of life. He 
expressed these views while chairing a meet-
ing on registration of PWDs, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, 
today. The meeting was attended by SAPM on 
Poverty Alleviation & Social Safety, Dr. Sania 
Nishter, Chairman NADRA, Mr. Usman Yousuf 
Mobin and other senior officials. The meeting 
was briefed by the SAPM and Chairman NADRA 
on the steps taken for the registration of PWDs. 
Addressing the meeting, the President said that 
it was highly imperative to ease the process of 
registration and conduct a survey on PWDs so 
as to devise a strategy by the Government to ad-
dress their needs in an effective manner. Dr. Sa-
nia Nishter informed the meeting that the sur-
vey on PWDs, under Ehsaas Programme, was 
being carried out which would be completed by 
June 2021. The President asked the concerned 
stakeholders to take measures for the economic 
uplift and integrating PWDs to mainstream 
education system. He also appreciated the steps 
taken by NADRA and Ministry of Poverty Allevi-
ation for the registration of PWDs.It is pertinent 
to mention the reforms and structural changes 
pioneered by the team resulted in the rapid de-
livery of Ehsaas Emergency Cash to 12 million 
households against the challenging backdrop of 
Covid-19. Their work is going to be vital in the 
coming months and years. VoM

The Chinese envoy appreciated the present 
government’s green and clean initiatives, 
ambitious 10 Billion Tsunami Programme

BEIJING
Three-member delegation led by the China’s Ambassador 

to Pakistan Nong Rong Monday called on the Special 
Assistant to Prime Minister on Climate Change Malik Amin 
Aslam and discussed various matters of bilateral interest 
including environmental sustainability, climate resilience 
and renewable energy, according to a press statement issued 
here today. “We have discussed in detail various matters for 
enhanced bilateral cooperation and opportunities pertain-
ing to the fields of post-Covid-19 green economic recovery 
in Pakistan by enhancing investment in nature-based solu-
tions and green job creations, environmental sustainability, 
climate resilience, management, air pollution, water conser-
vation and disaster risk reduction,” Malik Amin Aslam said. 
Meanwhile, China’s ambassador said that his government 
is also committed to extend support to the green vision of 
Prime Imran Khan and his remarkable green initiatives in-
cluding the Green Stimulus, a post-COVID-19 green recovery 
initiatives for restoring people’s lives and livelihood affected 
by the pandemic. Chinese Ambassador told PM’s aide Malik 
Amin Aslam that it’s heartening that Prime Minister’s Imran 
Khan’s vision for green Pakistan is perfectly aligned to 
the Chinese President Xi Jinping’s vision for green China. 
“However, we as a Chinese government see a huge scope 
and opportunities of working jointly to promote the com-
mon green vision for enhanced environmental sustainability 

and climate resilience against various adverse impacts of 
climate change on water, energy, food, health and educa-
tion sectors,” the Chinese ambassador said. Both sides also 
agreed to make China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
a model green belt and road initiative by calling it China-
Pakistan Green Economic Corridor, so that environment is 
taken care of while implementing the game-changer project 
of regional connectively and economic development. Malik 
Amin Aslam informed the ambassador that an ambitious 
Protected Areas Initiative, approved by the Prime Minister, 
has been already launched under the umbrella programme 
‘Clean Green Pakistan’, which is the present government’s 
historic milestone for nature conservation and promotion 
of nature-based solutions and creation of green jobs in the 
country. It aims to expand the country’s protected areas 
cover from 13 percent to more than15 percent by 2023 and 
create 5,000 green jobs across the country that are viewed 
as crucial in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic, while at the 
same time safeguarding the country’s natural resources. APP

China committed to support PM Imran khan’s vision 
for green Pakistan: Nong Rong

The fresh project is largest 
fire truck procurement project 
in Pakistan in the past 30 years

BEIJING
A Chinese Company has exported 

a batch of 52 state-of-art fire-trucks 
to Karachi to enhance fire-fighting 
and rescue level of the port city. This 
batch of fire vehicle, manufactured 
by Guangdong Yongqiang Aolinbao 
International Fire Truck Co., Ltd is dif-
ferent from traditional fire trucks that 
can only stop and spray water. These 
vehicles are convenient and available, 
flexible, and easy to operate, according 
to Sina.com, a Chinese news website 
here on Monday. A demonstration of 
vehicle functions and a demonstra-
tion of high-pressure water gun fire 
extinguishing were conducted during 
the send-off ceremony. The project is 
part of the infrastructure development 
of Karachi, the largest city in Pakistan 
and it is the largest fire truck procure-
ment project in Pakistan in the past 
30 years. The project, supervised by 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, adopted 
global bidding. The companies from 
different countries competed on the 
same stage to win this goal. It said, the 

successful export this time is not only 
a testimony of the friendship between 
China and Pakistan, but also will ac-
celerate the pace of Dongguan’s manu-
facturing of fire-fighting equipment to 
go abroad and serve the global fire-
fighting industry, demonstrating the 
strong strength of Dongguan manufac-
turing to the world. According to the 
report, the export of the fire-fighting 
vehicle will contributes to a sound 
China-Pakistan relationship. The new 
fire truck products will greatly en-
hance Pakistan’s fire-fighting and res-
cue capabilities, further promote the 
Karachi City Government’s fire-fight-
ing emergency rescue level, and pro-
vide strong hardware support for the 
safety of Karachi citizens. Guangdong 
Yongqiang Aolinbao International 
Fire Truck Co.,Ltd was established in 
2005 and is one of the well-known 

manufacturers of emergency mobile 
fire rescue equipment in China. The 
company locates in the field of emer-
gency equipment services, establishes 
a trustworthy value image, and is com-
mitted to solving industry problems. 
After more than ten years of devel-
opment, Olinbao products occupy a 
certain position in China’s high-end 
emergency fire-fighting and rescue 
vehicle market and have become pre-
ferred equipment for airports and 
petroleum and petrochemical com-
panies. The company has five major 
product series, including special air-
port fire trucks, elevating fire trucks, 
fire fighting trucks, emergency rescue 
fire trucks, and combat support fire 
trucks, with more than 200 product 
categories. The company uses all-
aluminium alloy non-framework and 
stress-free structure technology series 
of fire trucks to inject a new concept 
into China’s fire-fighting field, creat-
ing a new era of light weight and high-
power fire trucks. It said, the company 
will continue to respond to approach 
more cities in Pakistan and provide 
more services to more cities and peo-
ple in Pakistan. VoM

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has commended the efforts 
of Pakistan Navy for the defense of country’s sea fron-
tiers and provision of security to China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) project including Gwadar Port. 
He made the remarks during his visit to Naval Head-
quarters in Islamabad on Monday where he was given 
a detailed briefing about Pakistan Navy’s initiatives for 
the development of maritime sector. The Prime Min-
ister assured to continue to provide all possible coop-
eration to the naval force. He said given its importance 
for economic development, the government is trying 
to promote the maritime sector. PM Imran Khan com-
mended the naval forces for providing security to the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project 
including the Gwadar Port and assured all possible 
cooperation. He said the PTI government was trying to 
promote the maritime sector. Naval Chief Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi said the Pakistan Navy is fully pre-
pared to protect the maritime interests and sea fron-
tiers of the country. Imran Khan said declaring 2020 as 
the year of blue economy manifests the government’s 
emphasis to maritime economy. Naval Chief Muham-

mad Amjad Khan Niazi on the occasion said Pakistan 
Navy is fully prepared to protect the maritime interests 
and sea frontiers of the country. The premier was given 
a detailed briefing about the naval forces’ initiatives for 
maritime sector development. He was accompanied 
by federal ministers Pervez Khattak, Dr Abdul Hafeez 
Sheikh, Syed Ali Haider Zaidi, and Special Assistant 
on National Security Dr Moeed Yusuf. Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has directed to prepare a comprehensive 
strategy to further expand Ehsaas Program.He was 
talking to Special Assistant on Poverty Alleviation Sa-
nia Nishtar in Islamabad today. Country Director World 
Bank Najy Benhassine was also present on the occasion. 
The Prime Minister was informed that the World Bank 
has doubled its assistance for Ehsaas Program which 
will help extend social protection to more deserving 
people. The Country Director World Bank declared the 
Ehsaas Program a flagship program of social protection 
and a role model for other countries. Najy Benhassine 
also appreciated the steps taken by the Prime Minister 
for environment protection. He said the Prime Minis-
ter announcement of shifting to environment friendly 
renewable energy resources to produce electricity is 

a highly responsible initiative to save the region from 
the harmful effects of climate change. Prime Minister 
Imran Khan chaired 7th meeting of Board of Approvals 
for Special Economic Zones (SEZs) at Islamabad. The 
meeting was attended by Federal Ministers Dr. Abdul 
Hafeez Sheikh, Muhammad Hammad Azhar, Senator 
Shibli Faraz, Advisor on Commerce Abdul Razaq Da-
wood, Chief Minister Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar, 
Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mehmood Khan, 
Chief Secretaries of Sindh and Balochistan, Chairman 
Board of Investment, Chairman FBR, Deputy Chairman 
Planning Commission of Pakistan, CEOs of Provincial 
Boards of Investments, President FPCCI and senior 
officers including Secretary BOI. Chief Minister Gilgit 
Baltistan and Deputy Governor State Bank joined the 
meeting via video link. The meeting was apprised that 
there are 19 SEZs notified in the country.  The Board 
approved  SEZ Zone Enterprise Admission and Sale 
/ Lease of Plot Regulations 2020. The Board Meeting 
approved launching of online SEZ Managament Infor-
mation System whereby the approvals process will be 
digitalized and streamlined. It will also act as a one-win-
dow for investors and will ensure transparency VoM

PM lauds Pakistan Navy’s utmost efforts for defence of maritime 
frontiers

Prime Minister chairs 7th meeting of Board of Approvals for Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 

Pakistan categorically 
rejects Indian terrorism-
related insinuations: FO

Senior Indian Diplomat 
summoned to register protest 

over ceasefire violations
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan categorically rejects terrorism-related in-
sinuations by the Indian External Affairs Minister 
and other political figures today. Regurgitating of 
baseless allegations does not turn them into truth. 
Nor does it wash away the fact of India’s state spon-
sorship of terrorism against Pakistan and master-
minding of anti-Pakistan propaganda globally. 
The “dossier” presented by Pakistan to the world 
community and the EU DisinfoLab’s recent report 
speak for themselves. By peddling false narratives, 
the RSS-inspired BJP regime can neither divert at-
tention from its internal failings, nor hide from the 
world community its grave human rights violations 
of the Kashmiri people as well as the persecution 
of minorities, particularly Muslims, under the per-
nicious ‘Hindutva’ agenda. For durable peace and 
stability in the region, India must eschew the use 
of terrorism as an instrument of state policy, stop 
its global smear campaign against Pakistan, and 
let the Kashmiri people exercise their right to self-
determination as enshrined in the relevant UN Se-
curity Council Resolutions. Indian troops initiated 
ceasefire violation in Chirikot Sector along LOC de-
liberately targeting civil population with mortars. 
45 years old citizen got injured due to unprovoked 
Indian firing. The injured being provided medical 
care. A senior Indian diplomat was summoned to 
Foreign Office today to register Pakistan’s strong 
protest over ceasefire violations by the Indian oc-
cupation Forces along the Line of Control yesterday 
which resulted in serious injuries to two innocent 
civilians. The Indian side was called upon to respect 
the 2003 Ceasefire Understanding, investigate this 
and other such incidents of deliberate ceasefire 
violations and maintain peace along the LoC and 
the WB. The Indian side was also urged to allow the 
United Nations Military Observer Group in India 
and Pakistan to play its mandated role as per the 
United Nations Security Council Resolutions. VoM
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Maritime Tourism

M aritime tourism has become one of the most leading 
economic industries in the world. Despite the immense 
potential, Pakistan has yet to mark its triumph in this 
domain to uplift the national economic architecture. 
The 1050Km long coastal belt offers multifarious tour-
istic opportunities for local and international tourists. 

However, the lack of facilities left the entire belt untapped by the tour-
ists. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) rises the impetus of 
the maritime capability of Pakistan through Gwadar port development. 
The grandeur idea of the project permits to open doors for local and 
international investors to partake in building up the sea-based tour-
ism industry. As far as destinations are concerned, Astola Island, the 
nation’s first Marine Protected Area (MPA), is a known settling ground 
for endangered green turtles which can be formed into an economical 
tourist destination. The Clifton beach is a well-known spot to visit where 
camel and cart rides are offered for families on a picnic. Hawke’s Bay is 
one more beach for leisure seekers. The Indus Delta and the mangroves 
at the Sindh provincial coast likewise offers a potential tourism asset. It 
is currently offering e-visas, and visa on arrival to travelers from over 
the world. International hotel networks have additionally indicated an 
interest in extending their services in coastal zones, including Gwadar. 
Pakistan holds inclusive constituents for the prospering maritime tour-
ism sector. A lovely coastline along the Arabian Sea, enriched with God-
gifted wonders including beaches, cliffs, lagoons, and headlands; which 
are a blessing from heaven for tourists. Maritime tourism should be 
organized as a significant area that can create reasonable income and 
revenue for the state. Co-operative efforts should be made by federal and 
provincial governments to guide in the right direction. A Public-Private 
Partnership is likewise recommended for the different ventures to as-
semble the necessary foundation and meet the international standards 
for the tourists. 

Global Warming and the 
North of Pakistan

P akistan has a diverse topography that incorporates permafrost 
and alpine regions, temperate, tropical, and sub-tropical ecosys-
tems and seaside zones. Pakistan’s diversity stretches out to its 
climatic, financial, and environmental qualities, which contrast 
essentially from region to region. Pakistan is home to five of the 
world’s 14 high altitude peaks and mountain ranges including 

Karakoram (K2), Himalayas, the Hindu Kush range, and Nanga Parbat. The 
Northern region of the country includes huge glaciers and serves as water 
towers for the Indus River while also being rich in biodiversity and wildlife. 
Pakistan’s mountainous ranges are also famous for their organic dried fruits 
and other souvenirs. However, a major threat to the biodiversity of Pakistan’s 
mountainous ranges comes from environmental degradation. Climate change 
has made a large number of difficulties for the mountain ranges, including 
torrential slides, avalanches, decreased snow cover, melting glaciers, floods, 
and debasement of forests. This has eventually affected other sectors such 
as agriculture, tourism, and biodiversity in the region. Pakistan’s extended 
temperature increment is expected to be higher than the global average. The 
extended temperature increment in northern areas is similarly expected to 
be higher than the southern areas of the nation. The frequency of hot days 
and hot nights are also expected to increase essentially.A major cause for 
extreme environmental tension in delicate mountain regions is irresponsi-
ble deforestation activity which further leads to a rise in temperatures in 
the north while risking the natural habitat of many living organisms in the 
lush green forests of the North. The forest trees of the North take in carbon 
dioxide and deliver oxygen during photosynthesis. But at the point when 
trees are chopped down and consumed or left to decay, their stored carbon 
is released into the air as carbon dioxide. This is how deforestation and forest 
degradation add to global warming.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

 The constitutional role of women
 of Pakistan

The protracted Kashmir crisis remained a 
bone of contention between two nuclear 
powers of South Asia for the past seven 
decades. With no end in sight, the disputed 
region resulted in several conventional and 
asymmetric conflicts between India and 

Pakistan. It has become a nightmare for the proponents 
of perpetual peace in the region and also a devious drive 
for the fragile regional security environment. The varied 
conflict has stalled the prospects of India and Pakistan’s 
engagement. Over the years, the region has become a 
hub of embroiling turmoil and escalated hostility due 
to flagrant violence perpetrated by the Indian armed 
forces. However, the spirit of sacrifices of the Kashmir’s 
throughout the generations remained intact, despite the 
unpreceded challenges and humanity’s existential cri-
sis they are committed to preserving their due right of 
self-determination. Ever since, a violent uprising in the 
year 1989, thousands of innocent Kashmiris have em-
braced martyrdom while countless maimed due to Indian 
brutal violence. This trail of miseries’ further prolonged 
under the fascist Modi regime. Since the year 2014, the 
Indian coercion has escalated to mounting height while 

Kashmiris have become a dismal picture of helplessness 
and abysmal humanitarian crisis. Adding further, the en-
forced disappearances, fake encounters, custodian killings, 
women rapes, and molestations have become the normal 
practices of brutal armed forces deployed in the valley. 
This noxious behavior further prolonged in the aftermaths 
of the revocation of article 370A under the fascist Modi 
regime. Currently, the Kashmir valley plugged into the 
worst ever phase of the humanitarian crisis through the 
imposition of draconian laws, perpetrated violence, and 
gross human rights violations. However, there is a fresh 
wave of rebellious insurgency, and Kashmiris have real-
ized that there is no other solution to contain the brutal 
and assertive policies that vehemently wreaked unprec-
edented havoc on their lives. Modi regime through its iron 
fist approach has politically victimized masses through 
revocation of article 370. Since the 5th of August 2019, 
the valley is turned into an open prison with a yearlong 
lockdown and imposed curfews. Normalcy has become 
a dream for the indigenous Kashmiri masses. They are 
refrained to have access to the normal livelihood. The 
policy of exerting maximum pressure has further invoked 
the grim consequences. The fundamental necessities of 
life such as health, education are hard-hit sectors. The 
tourism industry and other business sectors have also 
been jolted by the unlawful and barbaric Modi regime 
policies. Apart from this, the Modi regime also revamped 
the domicile laws and property acts in the occupied ter-
ritory. There are various deceitful goals behind this fresh 
wave of belligerence and coercion in the valley. Firstly, the 
Indian policymakers want to weaken the political power 
structure of the Kashmir masses, ultimately leading to dis-

empower the Muslim inherent identity. The less competi-
tive political environment rises the impetus of prompting 
the noxious hidden agendas. Likewise, the introduction of 
new acts also saves the purpose of structural marginal-
izing and demographic changes of the Muslim identity. 
Through projecting this strategy the Modi government 
tends to promote the Hindu status-Qu in the region to 
create ethnic-based rifts in the region. Adding further, the 
communication bock out policy is designed to control the 
probable severe backlash of the public and also keep the 
practices of the draconian law hidden from the rest of 
the world. The media prejudice is another grave area of 
concern because it has become the mouthpiece of the rul-
ing elite sitting in Delhi, rather than highlighting the plight 
and miseries of the masses. The malpractices and inten-
sifying violence push the region into militancy and rebel-
lious insurgency. Evidently, after the martyrdom of Burhan 
Wani, the youth once again chanting the slogan- there is 
one solution gun solution. Even the educated youth also 
opting militancy against the heinous Indian criminal ap-
proach, the grief-stricken masses are fatigued and their 
future looks grim, and this embroiling turmoil likely to 
escalated because the global world and key stakeholders 
merely playing the roles of spectators.

‘Dark Knight,’ ‘Shrek,’ ‘Grease,’ ‘Blues Brothers’ Added to National Film Registry
LONDON

“The Dark Knight,” “Shrek,” “Grease,” “The 
Blues Brothers,” “Lillies of the Field,” “The Hurt 
Locker,” “A Clockwork Orange,” “The Joy Luck 
Club” and “The Man With the Golden Arm” are 
among this year’s additions to the National Film 
Registry by the Library of Congress.“This is not 
only a great honor for all of us who worked on 
‘The Dark Knight,’ this is also a tribute to all 
of the amazing artists and writers who have 
worked on the great mythology of Batman over 
the decades,” said Christopher Nolan, director 
of “The Dark Knight.” “Lillies of the Field” star 
Sidney Poitier, who became the first Black per-
son to win the Oscar for best actor, said, “‘Lilies 
of the Field’ stirs up such great remembrances 
in our family, from the littlest Poitiers watching 
a young and agile ‘Papa’ to the oldest – Papa 
Sidney himself !”Janet Yang, producer of “The Joy 
Luck Club,” based on Amy Tan’s bestseller, said, 
“I could have never imagined, after reading a 
few chapters of Amy’s manuscript that eventu-
ally became ‘The Joy Luck Club’ book, that my 
dream of its adaptation would result in a movie 
that is still talked about decades later. When 
people tell me – and so many from so many 
cultures have – that the movie helped heal a 
rift with their family, I am immensely gratified, 
and it reminds me of the power of the moving 
image.”The list also includes the 1943 musical 
“Cabin in the Sky” with an all-Black cast includ-
ing Ethel Waters, Lena Horne, Louis Armstrong, 
Rex Ingram, and Eddie “Rochester” Anderson; 
the 2010 documentary “Freedom Riders” about 

the 1961 Civil Rights movement; the 1973 con-
cert film “Wattstax,” featuring Richard Pryor, 
Isaac Hayes and the Staples Singers; and 1971’s 
“Sweet Sweetback’s Baadasssss Song,” which 
saw Melvin Van Peebles producing, directing, 
writing, scoring starring and financing it with 
his salary from directing “Watermelon Man.”A 
place on the list — always made up of 25 films 

— guarantees the film will be preserved under 
the terms of the National Film Preservation Act. 
The criteria for selection is that the movies are 
“culturally, historically or aesthetically” signifi-
cant. Monday’s selections bring the total to 800. 
This year’s selections include records of nine 
films directed by women and seven directed by 
filmmakers of color.

NASA’s ELaNa 20 Mission First to Fly on Virgin 
Orbit Launch

LONDON
Ten NASA-sponsored CubeSats are prepar-

ing to fly on the agency’s next Educational 
Launch of Nanosatellites (ELaNa) mission, 
making this the first payload carried by 
Virgin Orbit’s LauncherOne rocket.With 
the small satellites safely secured inside 
the payload fairing, and the fairing mated 
to the rocket, Virgin Orbit is gearing up for 
ELaNa 20, the Dec.19, 2020, Launch Demo 
2 flight from the Mojave Air and Space Port 
in California.Virgin Orbit’s payload trailer, 
carrying several NASA-sponsored small 
satellites, arrives at the Mojave Air and 
Space Port.Virgin Orbit’s mobile payload 
trailer pulls up next to the carrier aircraft 
Cosmic Girl to integrate the encapsulated 
payload assembly, carrying several NASA-
sponsored small satellites for the compa-
ny’s Launch Demo 2 mission, on Nov. 30, 
2020. Launch is scheduled for Saturday, 
Dec. 19, from the Mojave Air and Space 
Port in California.“This initiative actually 
enables the market for future CubeSats 
or future missions needing a ride to space 
by providing different approaches and dif-
ferent options to better meet spacecraft 
needs,” Hector Viera, NASA’s contracting 
officer representative for Virgin Orbit. “This 
launch is going to open the doors for them 

(Virgin Orbit) and for NASA, and that’s a 
good thing.”Virgin Orbit completed their 
first launch demo earlier this year, validat-
ing that LauncherOne could be successfully 
air-launched from the company’s “Cosmic 
Girl” carrier aircraft. LauncherOne at-
taches to the underside of the 747 aircraft’s 
left wing. On launch day, once the aircraft 
reaches a specified altitude, the rocket will 
be released from the wing for a controlled 
drop over the Pacific Ocean. After drop-
ping, LauncherOne’s NewtonThree first 
stage engine will ignite, starting the launch 
sequence that will send the satellites on 
board into low-Earth orbit.“This is the first 
time Virgin Orbit is actually launching NASA 
payloads or has had some interaction with 
NASA,” Viera said. “Both teams have learned 
a lot from each other, and getting ready to 
see the launch and all the progress they’ve 
made is a huge deal.”

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

A new variant of coronavirus has been found 
which is growing faster in some parts of 
England, MPs have been told.Health Secretary 
Matt Hancock said at least 60 different local 
authorities had recorded Covid infections 
caused by the new variant.He said the World 
Health Organization had been notified and 
UK scientists were doing detailed studies.He 
said there was “nothing to suggest” it caused 
worse disease or that vaccines would no longer 
work. He told MPs in the House of Commons 
that over the last week, there had been sharp, 
exponential rises in coronavirus infections 
across London, Kent, parts of Essex and 
Hertfordshire.“We’ve currently identified over 
1,000 cases with this variant predominantly in 
the South of England although cases have been 
identified in nearly 60 different local authority 
areas.“We do not know the extent to which this 
is because of the new variant but no matter its 
cause we have to take swift and decisive action 

which unfortunately is absolutely essential to 
control this deadly disease while the vaccine is 
rolled out.”Prof Alan McNally, an expert at the 
University of Birmingham, said UK testing labs 
had picked up on this new variant in the last 
few weeks.“Huge efforts are ongoing at char-
acterising the variant and understanding its 
emergence. It is important to keep a calm and 
rational perspective on the strain as this is nor-
mal virus evolution and we expect new variants 
to come and go and emerge over time.” There is 
a simple rule for understanding all “new strain” 
or “new variants”: Ask whether the behaviour 
of the virus has changed.This is crucial as vi-
ruses mutate all the time, it’s just what they 
do. And so far we’ve been given the “scare” but 
not the “answer”.Matt Hancock said the new 
variant of coronavirus “may be associated” with 
the faster spread in the South East of England.
This is not the same as saying it “is causing” the 
rise and Mr Hancock did not say this virus has 
evolved to spread from person-to-person more 
readily.New strains can become more com-

mon for reasons that have nothing to do with 
the virus.One explanation for the emergence 
of the “Spanish strain” over the summer was 
tourism.So at the moment there are scary head-
lines everywhere, but still no scientific detail 
to know how significant this is.Presentational 
white spaceProf Jonathan Ball, Professor of 
Molecular Virology at Nottingham University, 
said: “The genetic information in many viruses 
can change very rapidly and sometimes these 
changes can benefit the virus - by allowing it 
to transmit more efficiently or to escape from 
vaccines or treatments - but many changes have 
no effect at all.“Even though a new genetic vari-
ant of the virus has emerged and is spreading 
in many parts of the UK and across the world, 
this can happen purely by chance. ”Therefore, it 
is important that we study any genetic changes 
as they occur, to work out if they are affecting 
how the virus behaves, and until we have done 
that important work it is premature to make 
any claims about the potential impacts of virus 
mutation.”

‘New variant’ of coronavirus identified - Hancock
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The war that began in 2003 with the 
American-led invasion of Iraq offi-
cially comes to an end. Though today 
was the official end date of the Iraq 
War, violence continued and in fact 
worsened over the subsequent years. 

The withdrawal of American troops had been a pri-
ority of President Barack Obama, but by the time he 
left office the United States would again be conduct-
ing military operations in Iraq.Five days after the 
9/11 attacks, President George W. Bush announced 
the “War on Terror,” an umbrella term for a series 
of preemptive military strikes meant to reduce the 
threat terrorism posed to the American homeland. 
The first such strike was the invasion of Afghanistan 
in October 2001, which began a war that continues to 
this day.Throughout 2002, the Bush Administration 
argued that Iraqi president Saddam Hussein was 
allied with terrorists and developing “weapons of 
mass destruction.” By all accounts, Hussein was re-
sponsible for many atrocities, but there was scant 
evidence that he was developing nuclear or chemical 
weapons. Behind closed doors, intelligence officials 
warned the case for war was based on conjecture—
a British inquiry later revealed that one report’s 
description of Iraqi chemical weapons had actually 

come from the Michael Bay-directed action movie 
The Rock. The governments of the U.S. and the U.K., 
however, were resolute in their public assertions that 
Hussein posed a threat to their homelands, and went 
ahead with the invasion. The invasion was an im-
mediate success insofar as the coalition had toppled 
Hussein’s government and occupied most of Iraq by 
mid-April. What followed, however, was eight years of 
insurgency and sectarian violence. American expecta-

tions that Iraqis would “greet them as liberators” and 
quickly form a stable, pluralistic democracy proved 
wildly unrealistic. Though the coalition did install a 
new government, which took office in 2006, it never 
came close to pacifying the country. Guerilla attacks, 
suicide bombings and improvised explosive devices 
continued to take the lives of soldiers and civilians, 
and militias on both sides of the Sunni-Shia divide 
carried out ethnic cleansings.

U.S. declares an end to the War in Iraq
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Kim Kardashian’s Skims is 
coming to the Middle East

DUBAI
Reality star-turned-entrepreneur Kim Kardashian 
West has just announced that her shapewear brand 
Skims is coming to the Middle East for the first time, 
exclusively on luxury e-tailer Ounass.com. “We’ve 
handpicked specific pieces for Middle Eastern 
women,” Kardashian said on her Instagram Stories, 
adding that the launch will take place on Dec. 17. 
Known for its shapewear and loungewear, Skims 
is no stranger to controversy, most recently when 
the red carpet star launched a range of maternity 
shapewear. “To anyone who has an issue with ma-
ternity solutionwear… if you haven’t been pregnant 
before you may not know the struggle of what it’s like 
carrying all of this weight. It provides support to help 
with the uncomfortable weight being carried in your 
stomach which affects your lower back,” Kardashian 
responded to critics at the time. VoM

Jessica Kahawaty gives 
Instagram star King Bach 

a taste of home with 
Mama Rita

DUBAI
Lebanese-Australian model and entrepreneur Jessica 
Kahawaty had something special in store for American-
Canadian entertainer King Bach on his latest trip to 
Dubai — her mother’s food. Lebanese-Australian model 
and entrepreneur Jessica Kahawaty had something spe-
cial in store for American-Canadian entertainer King 
Bach on his latest trip to Dubai — her mother’s food. 
“Jessica Kahawaty hooked me up with some goodies 
from her place, Mama Rita. Thank you,” the influencer 
and actor captioned the video. The Dubai-based so-
cial media star and humanitarian launched the food 
venture with her mother Rita Kahawaty in September. 
The family business focuses on healthy, home-cooked 
meals that her mother specializes in, and which she 
routinely shares on social media. Kahawaty reposted 
the content creator’s story and said: “King Bach getting 
the Mama Rita experience.” King Bach, 32, was the most 
followed user on the now-defunct video sharing ap-
plication Vine in 2015 with 11.3 million followers. The 
influencer seems to be enjoying his time in Dubai. Upon 
arrival, the star shared a video of his luxurious suite – 
at the Armani Hotel – that overlooks Burj Khalifa and 
the famous Dubai Fountain. In the video, King Bach was 
amazed by his spacious room, the automated facili-
ties in the suite and the spectacular view of the tallest 
building in the world. He captioned the 3-minute clip: 
“Dubai I’m here, what we doing?!?! Convince me to 
leave my room.” And is it really a trip to Dubai if you do 
not visit the desert and see the picturesque sand dunes 
in the UAE? Not to King Bach, who did just that. VoM

Singer Sia says Shia 
LaBeouf ‘conned’ her as 

accusations mount

DUBAI
Following news that singer FKA filed a lawsuit alleging Shia 
LaBeouf was physically and emotionally abusive during their 
relationship, musician Sia has shared her own accusations 
against the actor. “I too have been hurt emotionally by Shia, a 
pathological liar, who conned me into an adulterous relation-
ship claiming to be single,” she tweeted. “I believe he’s very 
sick and have compassion for him and his victims. Just know, 
if you love yourself — stay safe, stay away.” “Shia LaBeouf 
hurts women,” FKA Twigs’ lawsuit, filed in Los Angeles 
Superior Court, said in its opening lines. “He uses them. He 
abuses them, both physically and mentally. He is dangerous.” 
An email sent to a representative seeking comment from 
LaBeouf was not immediately returned, but in an email to 
The New York Times the actor said: “I have no excuses for 
my alcoholism or aggression, only rationalizations. I have a 
history of hurting the people closest to me. I’m ashamed of 
that history and am sorry to those I hurt.” VoM

Bureau Reuter
HAIL  

As teams refettle cars and competitors take 
some much-needed time off during the offi-
cial rest day at Hail Rally Toyota 2020, atten-
tion now turns to what is set to be a gripping 
finale to the 2020 FIA World Cup for Cross 
Country Bajas at Hail Baja 2 on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. The three major titles are still 
up for grabs and Nasser Saleh Al-Attiyah’s 

wire-to-wire victory in Hail Baja 1 has 
opened the door to a fascinating number of 
permutations to decide the outcome of the 
overall drivers’ championship. Official points 
still need to be approved by the FIA but, pro-
visionally, Al-Attiyah has catapulted himself 
into third in the rankings with 28 points and 
now trails new leader Vladimir Vasilyev by 
15 points and teammate Bernhard Ten 
Brinke by 14.5 points. Russian driver Denis 
Krotov is fourth, seven points adrift of Al-
Attiyah, and also still in with a mathemati-
cal chance of snatching the title, while a win 
for Carlos Sainz at Hail Baja 2 and serious 
trouble for all his rivals would open the door 
for the Spaniard to snatch glory at the 11th 
hour. A repeat success and two stage wins 
for Al-Attiyah would be sufficient to clinch 
the FIA Baja title if neither Vasilyev nor Ten 
Brinke could finish inside the top three. With 
the three-time Dakar champion determined 
to show his teeth and push for the title, rival 

drivers within the X-raid Mini team, most 
notably Sainz and Stephane Peterhansel, 
could well become the thorn in his side if 
the battle was to be as intense on Hail Baja 
2 as it was last weekend. Stage wins for ei-
ther of the Mini JCW Buggy drivers could 
change the situation completely and deprive 
Al-Attiyah of vital points. As second-placed 
Ten Brinke said: “Maybe I can self improve a 
little. We are still in for the title. We are two 
and Vasilyev (Vladimir) is one, but if Nasser 
wins the next race and we are not in the top 
four (subject to stage wins), Nasser can win. 
Let’s see, we have two days to make better 
steps for the next Baja.” Despite drive shaft 
issues and a disappointing finish at Hail Baja 
1, Vasily Gryazin remains in prime position to 
claim the FIA T3 title. In the unofficial stand-
ings, the Russian SRT Can-Am Maverick X3 
driver holds a 25-point advantage over Saleh 
Al-Saif and a 28-point lead over Guillaume 
de Mevius.

Staff Report
Karachi

Pakistan women’s national cricket team 
will tour South Africa for three ODIs 
and three T20Is, which will be played 
in Durban and Pietermaritzburg from 
20 January to 3 February, the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB). announced today. 
The series will start and finish in 
Durban with the first ODI on 20 January 
and the third T20I on 3 February. Both 
matches will be played under lights. 
Durban will also host the second ODI 
on 23 January before action will move 
to Pietermaritzburg where the third ODI 
and opening two T20Is will be played on 
26, 29 and 31 January, respectively. For 
preparation and selection, the women’s 
national selection committee has invited 
27 women cricketers for a training and 
preparation camp, which will be held at 
the Hanif Mohammad High-Performance 

Centre in Karachi from 20 December. 
The team for the series is expected to be 
announced on Thursday, 31 December 
2020. The team will remain and train in 
a bio-secure environment from the start 
of the training camp until the side’s de-
parture for Durban on 11 January. Prior 
to joining the camp, each cricketer will 
require a negative test and another neg-
ative test after reporting for the camp 
before being allowed to integrate with 
other members of the group. The tour 
of South Africa will also be the first of-
ficial assignment of head coach David 
Hemp and bowling coach Arshad Khan. 
Mohammad Kamran Hussain will be the 
assistant coach at the training camp. This 
will be Pakistan women’s side’s second 
tour to South Africa within 18 months as 
they toured the country in May 2019. ODI 
series ended in a 1-1 draw while South 
Africa clinched the five-match T20I series 

3-2. Aiman Anwar, Aliya Riaz, Anam Amin, 
Ayesha Naseem, Ayesha Zafar, Bismah 
Maroof, Diana Baig, Fatima Sana Khan, 
Iram Javed, Javeria Khan, Javeria Rauf, 
Kainat Imtiaz, Kaynat Hafeez, Maham 
Tariq, Muneeba Ali, Nahida Khan, Najiha 
Alvi, Nashra Sandhu, Natalia Pervaiz, Nida 
Dar, Omaima Sohail, Rameen Shamim, 
Saba Nazir, Sadia Iqbal, Sidra Amin, Sidra 
Nawaz and Syeda Aroob Shah.

Benchmark index rises 795.82 points 
to settle at 43,266.22

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Stocks made a swift march upwards on the first 
day of trading week on Monday with the KSE-100 
index pushing its way above the 43,000-point mark 
with a handsome gain of nearly 800 points. All of that 
added Rs26.43 billion to market capitalisation in a 
single day. The index opened on a positive note and 
remained bullish throughout the session, touching 
the day’s high of over 800 points. Trading was brisk 
as investors entered the market in droves in search 
of a good fortune. The tone was set by upbeat eco-
nomic data which removed some of the dark clouds 
hovering over the economy of Pakistan. Bulls reigned 
supreme at the stock exchange and investors wel-
comed political clarity as the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) rally in Lahore held on December 
13 concluded with an unimpressive turnout of sup-
porters. Buoyed by strong sentiment, automobile, 
fertiliser, refinery and exploration and production 
sectors remained entirely in the green. Apart from 
these, all other index-heavy sectors also closed in the 
positive zone. At close, the benchmark KSE-100 index 
recorded an increase of 795.82 points, or 1.87%, to 
settle at 43,266.22 points. BMA Capital Executive 
Director Saad Hashemy told The Express Tribune, 
“We attribute this strong rising trend to improving 

macro numbers and increasing sector-wise sales.” 
“Weak show by opposition parties and diminishing 
political concerns further strengthened investors’ 
sentiment,” he added. Pakistan-Kuwait Investment 
Company Head of Research and Development 
Samiullah Tariq told The Express Tribune that the 
market performance remained strong on the back 
of economic developments. “There are some rea-
sons behind the cheerful performance at the stock 
exchange, which include upbeat remittances data 
that stood above $2 billion for the sixth consecu-
tive month, fuelling expectations that balance of 
payments will remain strong, going forward,” he 
maintained. “Secondly, easing inflation lent support 
to the already rising stock index.” The analyst added 
that easing political uncertainty coupled with surg-
ing liquidity on the back of currency inflows through 
the Roshan Digital Account (RDA) and encashment 
of existing dividends played the role of catalysts in 
positive momentum of the market. JS Global analyst 
Danish Ladhani said the benchmark KSE-100 index 
closed on a bullish note at the start of the week and 
touched a high of +846 points. It finally closed at 
43,266, up 796 points. “The market moved higher 
post-PDM Lahore rally,” he added. Investors took 
positions in second and third-tier stocks where top 
contributors were Pakistan Refinery (+7.3%), Hascol 
Petroleum (+6%), Azgard Nine (+7.5%), Pakistan 
International Bulk Terminal (+1.7%), Maple Leaf 
Cement (+3.4%), TRG Pakistan (+0.5%) and Fauji 

Foods (+6.4%), which contributed a cumulative 236 
million shares. Exploration and production, fertiliser 
and financial stocks were the major movers, of which 
Fauji Fertiliser (+3.8%), Oil and Gas Development 
Company (+3.3%), Pakistan Petroleum (+2.8%), 
Engro Corporation (+1.7%), Bank AL Habib (+1.4%), 
MCB (+1.4%) and UBL (+1.5%) added 251 points 
to the index. “Moving forward, we expect the mar-
ket to remain bullish and recommend investors to 
buy on dips,” the analyst said. Overall, trading vol-
umes soared to 629.5 million shares compared with 
Friday’s tally of 557.6 million. The value of shares 
traded during the day was Rs26.4 billion. Shares 
of 413 companies were traded. At the end of the 
day, 320 stocks closed higher, 76 declined and 17 
remained unchanged. Pakistan Refinery was the 
volume leader with 57.5 million shares, gaining 
Rs1.55 to close at Rs22.74. It was followed by Hascol 
Petroleum with 46.8 million shares, gaining Rs0.88 to 
close at Rs15.62 and Azgard Nine with 30.97 million 
shares, gaining Rs1.79 to close at Rs25.75. 

Bureau Report
JEDDAH 

Amazon has launched its payments 
services platform in Saudi Arabia as 
part of its introduction across the 
Middle East and North Africa region. 
The service offers businesses in the re-
gion the capacity to accept all forms of 
payments securely. Amazon Payment 
Services will enable Saudi businesses 
to process both global and local pay-
ments, enable payments to be made 
in installments, monitor payment 
performance and protect businesses 
from fraud attempts by accurately con-

verting currencies. Amazon Payment 
Services began as Payfort in 2013 and 
joined the Amazon group of compa-
nies when the online conglomerate 
acquired the Souq Group in 2017. 
“Payfort is becoming Amazon Payment 
Services, which launched today,” said 
Omar Soudodi, managing director of 
Amazon Payment Services. “What 
we’re trying to do is further empower 
organizations in Saudi Arabia, big or 
small, to build simple, trusted and 
affordable payment experiences,” 
Soudodi told Arab News. Online 
adoption has increased significantly 
in Saudi Arabia over the past five 
years. Soudodi said it is due to an in-
crease in the number of organizations, 
companies, startups and government 
bodies offering their services to cus-
tomers able to pay online. There is 
also a growing diversification of pay-
ment methods, which has resulted in 

countless customers turning to online 
shopping in the form of services like 
MADA in the Kingdom, Meeza in the 
UAE and Value in Kuwait. “These pay-
ment methods are making it simpler 
to transact online. What we do at 
Amazon Payment Services is allow 
organizations to accept these pay-
ment methods,” said Soudodi. Amazon 
Payment Services simplifies the inte-
gration of these payment methods so 
they can be accepted by businesses 
and startups, instead of having to sign 
contracts each time. By creating safe 
payment systems and user-friendly 
payment experiences that are not 
detrimental to the customer shopping 
experience, Amazon Payment Services 
is ensuring stability for organizations 
and returning customers. “We’re very 
excited. Saudi Arabia remains a hyper-
growth market when you look at the 
online trends. We did see 35 percent 

of customers say that they like to make 
purchases now with a debit or credit 
card when making large purchases in 
Saudi Arabia,” said Soudodi. The ser-
vice will also allow users to analyze 
customer data and discover insights 
into their online shopping behaviors. 
“We work closely with organizations 
such as Saudi Payments on how we 
can increase payment adoption in 
the Kingdom and contribute to Vision 
2030,” Soudodi added. Managing 
Director of Saudi Payments Fahad 
Al-Akeel said: “Being in an extensive 
partnership with Payfort for several 
years, we are very excited about the 
next endeavor with Amazon Payment 
Services, which will facilitate more 
opportunities for digital payments in 
Saudi Arabia, in addition to diversify-
ing secure and convenient contact-
less payment options for our Saudi 
consumers.”

Amazon launches payment services in Saudi Arabia

WTO fails to agree 
rules to cut overfishing 
by year-end deadline

Bureaau Report
GENEVA 

World Trade Organization nego-
tiators have failed to reach a deal by 
a year-end deadline to cut subsidies 
that lead to overfishing, the chairman 
of the talks told delegates at a closed-
door meeting on Monday, citing delays 
linked to COVID-19. Santiago Wills said 
it had been impossible to reach the 
UN target due to time lost due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, but that a deal 
had been closer than ever, two sources 
attending the meeting told Reuters. 
World leaders committed in 2015 to 
a series of UN targets and one of them 
mandates the Geneva-based trade 
watchdog to strike a deal on ending 
government subsidies worth billions of 
dollars that contribute to over-fishing 
by 2020. China, the European Union, 
the United States, South Korea and 
Japan are among the main subsidizers. 
The failure is a significant blow to the 
world’s fish stocks, since environmen-
talists say an ambitious deal could re-
verse a steep decline, and to the WTO, 
which faces questions over its ability 
to strike multilateral agreements. “It is 
disappointing,” said Remi Parmentier, 
strategic adviser for Friends of Ocean 
Action, who has been an environmental 
advocate at the WTO for two decades. 
“They have had 20 years to fix it and 
on certain issues they are still almost 
at square one.” The UN food agency has 
said that nearly 90 percent of marine 
fish stocks are fully exploited, over-
exploited or depleted. UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres and Britain’s 
Prince Charles have both urged action 
at the WTO.

Bureau Report
HONG KONG

China’s market regulator on 
Monday said it fined Alibaba 
Group and a Tencent Holdings-
backed company for failing to 
seek approval before proceed-
ing with some acquisitions. It 
also is launching a review of a 
merger of two online stream-
ing platforms in the latest 
tightening of controls over the 
Internet sector. In a statement, 
China’s State Administration 
for Market Regulation said 
Monday that it fined Alibaba 
500,000 yuan ($76,500) for 
increasing its stake in depart-
ment store company Intime 
Retail Group to 73.79 percent 
in 2017 without seeking ap-
proval.  China Literature, an 
online publisher and e-book 
company spun off by Tencent, 
was fined the same amount for 
also not seeking approval for 
its acquisition of New Classics 
Media. Separately, Shenzhen 
Hive Box, backed by Chinese 

courier firm SF Express, was 
censured over its acquisition 
of China Post Smart Logistics. 
China’s market regulator is also 
reviewing the merger of two 
major Chinese game streaming 
platforms, DouYu International 
Holdings and Huya Inc. Tencent, 
the world’s largest gaming com-
pany that owns stakes in both 
firms, is leading the deal and 
would have controlled 67.5 
percent of voting shares in the 
merged business. The moves 
come amid stepped up scrutiny 
of monopolistic behavior by 
Internet companies. Last month, 
China released draft regulations 
to clamp down on anti-compet-
itive practices in the industry, 
such as signing exclusive agree-
ments with merchants and the 
use of subsidies to squeeze out 
competitors. “We hope that op-
erators realize that the anti-
monopoly law applies to all 
entities,” the regulator said in 
a separate statement. “Platform 
companies are not outside the 

anti-monopoly law. Internet 
platform companies should 
strictly abide by anti-monopoly 
laws and regulations and main-
tain fair market competition,” 
it said. Stock prices for Alibaba 
and Tencent both fell about 2.6 
percent on Monday. Alibaba had 
acquired InTime Retail as it 
sought to combine e-commerce 
and offline retail, while China 
Literature bought New Classics 
Media to expand its content 
offerings. Both companies did 
not immediately respond to re-
quests for comment. 

China’s Alibaba, Tencent unit fined under anti-monopoly law

Bureau Report
YAS ISLAND 

 Abu Dhabi: Red Bull driver Max 
Verstappen won the season-ending 
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix in dominant 
style on Sunday for his second vic-
tory of the season and 10th of his 
career. He finished 16 seconds 
ahead of Valtteri Bottas and 18.4 
clear of world champion Lewis 
Hamilton as Red Bull enjoyed a 
rare and significant success over 
both Mercedes cars. Alexander 
Albon completed a good race 
for Red Bull by finishing fourth 
ahead of McLaren’s Lando Norris. 
McLaren’s garage cheered wildly 
after clinching third place in the 
constructors’ championship ahead 
of Racing Point. The 23-year-old 
Verstappen had clinched a brilliant 
pole position on Saturday, and 
made a good start while Bottas 
comfortably held off Hamilton. The 
world champion looked off form 
and started to drift back after a 
few laps, and was nearly caught 
by Albon on the last two laps. The 
race was briefly held up when the 
safety car came out after Sergio 
Perez’s Racing Point pulled to the 
side of the track with engine fail-
ure on Lap 10. When it restarted a 

few laps later, Verstappen got away 
from Bottas cleanly and posted the 
fastest lap for the second time in 
15 laps. Halfway through the 55-
lap race at the Yas Marina circuit, 
Verstappen looked comfortable 
as he led Bottas by about six sec-
onds and Hamilton by nine and 
then increased the gap under 
the floodlights. Hamilton won 
11 races from the 16 he entered 
but missed last Sunday’s Sakhir 
GP in Bahrain as he recovered 
from the coronavirus. This denied 
the seven-time F1 champion the 
opportunity to equal Sebastian 
Vettel’s single-season record of 
13 wins, set with Red Bull in 2013. 
Hamilton said on Saturday that he 
is still feeling side effects, includ-
ing reduced energy levels and 
some weight loss.Beveral drivers 
were competing for the last time 
for their teams and possibly in F1. 
Perez drove brilliantly to win the 
Sakhir GP in Bahrain last Sunday 
but has no seat next year, and his 
race ended in frustration with his 
father wringing his hands as he 
watched from the team garage. 
Despite the disappointing finish, 
he secured fourth in the drivers’ 
championship. 

Impressive rally takes KSE-100 above 43,000

Stage set for gripping FIA Baja title showdown in 
Hail Baja 2

Red Bull’s Verstappen 
wins season-ending Abu 

Dhabi Grand Prix

Pakistan women’s team to tour South Africa 
next month
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LONDON
Stocks began the week with robust gains 
as investors gauged the chance of added 
U.S. fiscal and monetary stimulus, while 
Britain’s pound jumped on the last-gasp 
extension to Brexit talks. News that Lon-
don and Brussels had agreed to “go the 
extra mile” to try to salvage a Brexit trade 
agreement lifted Europe’s main shares 
indexes 1% and also pushed the euro up 
against the struggling dollar. “We are go-
ing to give every chance to this agreement 
... which is still possible,” the European 
Union’s Brexit negotiator, Michel Barnier, 
told journalists before updating envoys 
from the 27 EU countries on Monday. “Two 
conditions aren’t met yet. Free and fair 
competition ... and an agreement which 
guarantees reciprocal access to markets 
and waters. And it’s on these points that 
we haven’t found the right balance with 
the British. So we keep working.” Prog-
ress on coronavirus vaccines also cheered 
risk sentiment, with the first doses being 
shipped across the United States as part of 
an effort to inoculate more than 100 mil-
lion people by the end of March. That was 
despite the second waves of the pandemic 
forcing Germany, the Netherlands and pos-
sibly London back into stricter lockdowns, 
and surges in cases in Japan, South Korea 
and parts of the United States too. ‘The vac-

cine has and will likely continue to provide 
a tailwind to the market that is allowing 
investors to look beyond record case lev-
els, hospitalisations, and deaths,” analysts 
at JPMorgan said in a note. E-Mini futures 
for the S&P 500 responded by rising 0.8% 
led by travel stocks, while March Treasury 
bond futures slipped 4 ticks and Europe’s 
government debt yields inched off recent 
record lows. MSCI’s broadest index of 
Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan ended 
up 0.1%, after a string of record highs last 
week. Japan’s Nikkei rose 0.3% as a survey 
showed the mood among Japanese busi-
nesses had improved in the December 
quarter.Sterling was the day’s big mover 
though, gaining on both the euro and the 
dollar as what last week had appeared to 
be evaporating prospects of a Brexit agree-
ment, came back to life. Against the dollar, 
the pound rose 1.5% to $1.3423 from Fri-
day’s close of $1.3222. The euro slipped 
1.1% versus the UK currency to 90.53 
pence, off a three-month top of 92.29. 

“Even in the face of amped up rhetoric, we 
continue to think a deal is the most plau-
sible outcome,” said AXA Group chief econ-
omist Gilles Moec.  At this stage, he said, 
failure would probably stem from either 
Brussels or London pushing the envelope 
a bit too far, too late to get an agreement 
done in time. “From this point of view, the 
fact that no new deadline has been tagged 
on the latest round of talks is positive in 
our view,” he said. That could see the euro 
climb to 96.00 pence, analysts at Goldman 
Sachs said in a note; a deal could send 
the pound rallying to 87.00 per euro. The 
single currency has already been gaining 
against the dollar, which many analysts be-
lieve has entered a cyclical downtrend as 
near-zero U.S interest rates and the pros-
pect of a vaccine-driven global economic 
recovery lessens the need for safe havens. 
The euro was up 0.35% on Monday at 
$1.2155 and within striking distance of its 
recent 31-month top of $1.2177. The dol-
lar index stood at 90.528, near its recent 
trough of 90.471. An added hurdle for the 
dollar will be the Federal Reserve’s policy 
meeting on Dec. 15-16. The market is as-
suming the central bank will merely refine 
its forward guidance on policy rather than 
buying more bonds or “twisting” its portfo-
lio to add more longer-dated debt. Reuters

US removes Sudan 
from the list of states 
supporting terrorism

WASHINGTON  
Hackers broke into the networks of the 
Treasury and Commerce departments as 
part of a global cyberespionage campaign 
revealed just days after a leading global 
cybersecurity firm announced that it had 
been breached in an attack that industry 
experts said bore the hallmarks of Russian 
tradecraft. The FBI and the Department of 
Homeland Security’s cybersecurity arm 
are investigating what experts and former 
officials said appeared to be a large-scale 
penetration of US government agencies 
— apparently the same monthslong cy-
berespionage campaign that also afflicted 
the prominent cybersecurity firm FireEye. 
“This can turn into one of the most impact-
ful espionage campaigns on record,” said 
cybersecurity expert Dmitri Alperovitch. 
The hacks were revealed less than a week 
after FireEye disclosed that foreign govern-
ment hackers had broken into its network 
and stolen the company’s own hacking 
tools. Many experts suspect Russia is re-
sponsible. FireEye’s customers include fed-
eral, state and local governments and top 
global corporations. The apparent conduit 
for the Treasury and Commerce Depart-

ment hacks — and the FireEye compromise 
— is a hugely popular piece of server soft-
ware called SolarWinds. It is used by hun-
dreds of thousands of organizations glob-
ally, including most Fortune 500 companies 
and multiple US federal agencies who will 
now be scrambling to patch up their net-
works, said Alperovitch, the former chief 
technical officer of the cybersecurity firm 
CrowdStrike. FireEye, without naming the 
breached agencies or other targets, said in a 
blog post that its investigation into the hack 
of its own network had identified “a global 
campaign” targeting governments and the 
private sector that, beginning in the spring, 
slipped malware into a SolarWinds soft-
ware update. The malware gave the hackers 
remote access to victims’ networks. FireEye 
said it had notified “multiple organizations” 
globally where it saw indications of com-
promise. It said that the hacks did not seed 
self-propagating malware — like the 2016 

NotPetya malware blamed on Russia that 
caused more than $10 billion in damage 
globally — and that any actual infiltration of 
an infected organization required “meticu-
lous planning and manual interaction.” The 
US government did not publicly identify 
Russia as the culprit behind the hacks, first 
reported by Reuters, and said little about 
who might be responsible. Cybersecurity 
experts said last week that they considered 
Russian state hackers to be the main sus-
pect. National Security Council spokesper-
son John Ullyot said in a statement that the 
government was “taking all necessary steps 
to identify and remedy any possible issues 
related to this situation.” On its website, 
SolarWinds says it has 300,000 customers 
worldwide, including all five branches of 
the US military, the Pentagon, the State De-
partment, NASA, the NSA, the Department 
of Justice and the White House. It says the 
10 leading US telecommunications compa-
nies and top five US accounting firms are 
also among customers. The government’s 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency said it was working with other 
agencies to help “identify and mitigate any 
potential compromises.” President Don-
ald Trump last month fired the director of 
CISA, Chris Krebs, after Krebs vouched for 
the integrity of the presidential election and 
disputed Trump’s claims of widespread 
electoral fraud. APP

The council members 
reiterated their com-

mitment to an inclusive 
Yemeni-led and Yemeni-
owned political process

UNITED NATIONS
The United Nations (UN) Security 
Council on Sunday voiced concern 
over military escalation and food inse-
curity in Yemen. The members of the 
Security Council condemned military 
escalation in Yemen and the Houthi 
attack on oil facilities in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, on Nov. 23, said the council in 
a press statement. The council mem-
bers reiterated their commitment to 
an inclusive Yemeni-led and Yemeni-
owned political process and reaf-
firmed the international community’s 
firm commitment to uphold Yemen’s 
sovereignty, unity, independence, and 
territorial integrity, it said. They ex-
pressed alarm at the new Integrated 
Food Security Phase Classification 
assessment, which shows that 13.5 

million Yemenis are at risk of starva-
tion and already facing acute food 
insecurity, and that this figure could 
rise to at least 16 million by June 
2021. The council members also ex-
pressed alarm at the humanitarian 
community’s warning that it may have 
to stop programs because of funding 
shortfalls. They called on all donors 
to step up urgently and save lives by 
disbursing outstanding pledges before 
the end of the year and making early 
and generous contributions in 2021 
to prevent imminent UN program clo-
sures, said the statement. They noted 
the central role of ongoing conflict 
and economic collapse in driving fam-
ine risks and urged Yemen’s partners 
to consider all possible measures to 
strengthen the economy, including 
further foreign exchange injections. 
In the statement, they also empha-
sized the importance of facilitating 
humanitarian assistance, and stressed 
the need for continued donor support 
for the operating environment of the 
humanitarian response in order to 
prevent enormous loss of life. Xinhua

Xi voices confirmation in implementing 
Paris Agreement

Kunming 
China has urged the United States to stop abusing state 
power to crackdown on foreign companies. During a regu-
lar news briefing at Beijing on Monday, Chinese foreign min-
istry’s spokesman Wang Wenbin said China will continue to 
uphold legitimate rights and interests of Chinese compa-
nies. The statement comes after American stock exchange 
Nasdaq said it will remove four Chinese companies’ shares 
from indexes in response to a U.S order. Chinese President Xi 
Jinping urged the international community to pursue a new 
approach to climate governance that highlights green re-
covery and pledged China’s further commitments for 2030 
to tackling the global climate challenge at the virtual Climate 
Ambition Summit. Hailing the extensive international sup-
port to and participation in the implementation of the Paris 
Agreement on climate change since its adoption five years 
ago, Xi said the international landscape is evolving more 
rapidly, and COVID-19 is triggering deep reflections on the 
relationship between man and nature. Saying the future of 
global climate governance is drawing greater attention, Xi 
made the following three proposals. First, Xi called on all 
parties to close ranks and make new advances in climate 
governance that features win-win cooperation. In meeting 
the climate challenge, no one can be aloof and unilateralism 
will lead nowhere, Xi said. “Only by upholding multilater-

alism, unity and cooperation can we deliver shared ben-
efits and win-win results for all nations.” “China welcomes 
all countries’ support for the Paris Agreement and their 
greater contribution to tackling climate change,” Xi added. 
Second, Xi called for raising ambition and fostering a new 
architecture of climate governance where every party does 
its part. Following the principle of common but differenti-
ated responsibilities, all countries need to maximize actions 
in light of their respective national circumstances and capa-
bilities, Xi said. He also stressed that developed countries 
need to scale up support for developing countries in financ-
ing, technology and capacity building. Third, Xi urged all 
parties to boost confidence and pursue a new approach to 
climate governance that highlights green recovery. “Moun-
tains and rivers green are mountains of silver and gold,” 
Xi said, adding it is important to encourage green, VoM

Finance Minister urged the 
Provincial govt to strictly 
monitor the commodities 

prices 

Interior Minister 
expresses commitment 

to improve national 
security architecture 

NEW YORK
Leaders of protesting Indian farmers 
began a one-day hunger strike on Mon-
day against agricultural reforms they say 
threaten their livelihoods, stepping up 
pressure on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government to withdraw the leg-
islation. Farmers have been demonstrat-
ing for nearly three weeks against de-
regulation of the agriculture sector that 
will allow them to sell produce to buyers 
beyond government-regulated whole-
sale markets, where growers are as-
sured a minimum price. “We want them 
to repeal the laws,” said Gurbax Singh, a 
protest leader from the northern state 
of Punjab, which is at the forefront of 
the opposition, as he and other leaders 
began a hunger strike at a main protest 
site. Small growers fear the changes, part 
of Modi’s liberalising reforms, will mean 
the end of price support for staples such 
as wheat and rice and leave them at the 
mercy of big business. Modi has sought to 
allay concerns, telling farmers they will 
gain new rights and opportunities. VoM

The AJk Govt has demanded addi-
tional quantity of wheat which will 

be fulfilled in time
ISLAMABAD

Finance Minister Dr.  Abdul Hafeez Sheikh 
chaired a meeting of National Price Monitoring 
Committee (NPMC) today. Minister for Industries 
and Production Hammad Azhar, SAPM on Revenue 
Dr. Waqar Masood, Secretary MNFS&R, Secretary 
Industries and Production, the Provincial Chief 
Secretaries, MD Utility Stores Corporation (USC) 
and representatives of ICT Administration, PBS, 
TCP and senior officers of Finance Division 
participated in the meeting. The National Price 
Monitoring Committee (NPMC) reviewed the 
availability of essential commodities namely 
wheat, flour, sugar, tomatoes, onions, vegetable 
ghee and chicken. The Finance Secretary apprised 
NPMC that there has been a consistent decline in 
prices for the last three weeks. The weekly SPI 
data showed that prices declined by -0.3% in the 
last week, notably in essential food commodities 
including sugar, onions, potatoes, rice and pulses. 
This is due to improved availability of wheat, sugar, 
and vegetables due to imports by Government 
and private sector. The Chair lauded the efforts 
of the concerned Ministries/Department and the 
Provincial Governments for keeping the prices 
of essential commodities in check. During the 
meeting, the Finance Minister urged the Provincial 
governments to strictly monitor the prices of 
chicken and ensure smooth supply to minimize 
the gap in supply and demand. The Chair also held 
a detailed discussion with Secretary MNFS&R, and 
the Provincial Chief Secretaries regarding position 
of wheat and sugar stocks in the Provinces. The 
Secretary MNFS&R briefed the NPMC that sufficient 
stocks of wheat are available across the country. 
The Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJ&K) Government 
has demanded additional quantity of wheat which 
will be fulfilled in time, he assured. The Finance 
Minister also approved provision of wheat to USC, 
and the formal approval would be granted as per 
the summary moved by the MNFS&R in the next 
ECC meeting. Secretary Industries and Production 
briefed that the slight increase in the price of 
vegetable ghee is due to spike in international 
prices. Finance Minister directed M/o Industries 
and Production to look into upward pricing trend 
in the international market and take necessary 
steps to minimize its impact on domestic prices, 
he concluded. VoM

ISLAMABAD    
The Jammu and Kashmir Youth Social 
Forum (JKYSF) has urged the United 
Nations and other world major pow-
ers to intervene for settlement of the 
Kashmir dispute in accordance with 
the Kashmiris’ aspirations.JKYSF 
spokesman Shafiq Ahmad strongly de-
nounced the continued harassment, 
arrest and anti-Kashmir designs of 
Modi regime asking New Delhi to give 
up its oppressive policies towards 
Kashmir, and pave the way for settle-
ment of the dispute in its historical 
perspective, Kashmir Media Service 
reported.He reiterated to continue 
freedom struggle till its logical con-
clusion.  The present Indian govern-
ment as per its manifesto is specifical-
ly targeting minorities and depriving 
them of their basic religious rights. 
The world has started taking notice 
of the discriminatory Indian policies 
towards the minorities. There is no 
doubt that Modi-led government’s 
policies are not only a threat to India 
itself, but also dangerous for the en-
tire region. India will continue its ag-
gressive policies until and unless the 

political and diplomatic pressure is 
mounted on it by the world. UNSC, OIC 
and other organizations have to play 
a vital role in this regard. Pakistan, 
on its end, has effectively highlighted 
Indian aggressive and discriminatory 
policies before the world.Meanwhile, 
a JKYSF delegation visited the grave 
of martyr Burhan Wani in Pulwama 
and paid tributes to him and other 
martyrs of Kashmir. A latest report 
on Indian state terrorism in Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir says 
the plight of Kashmiris has deepened 
since the revocation of special status 
of the territory on August 5th last 
year. The analytical report by Kashmir 
Media Service says over one million 
Indian troops have been deployed in 
every nook and corner of the territory 
to brutally suppress Kashmiris. Mean-
while, Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and 
Kashmir says serious human rights 
violations continue with impunity in 
the territory. Hurriyat leaders Bilal 
Ahmed Sidiqui and Shabbir Ahmed 
Dar in their statements in Srinagar 
paid rich tributes to Mahaz-e-Azadi 

founder, Sufi Mohammad Akbar and re-
nowned Islamic scholar Shams-ul-Haq 
on their anniversaries. International 
human rights champions must take 
notice of Indian unilateral decision on 
the status of the valley and force New 
Delhi to stop committing its massive 
human rights violations and genocide 
in IIOJ&K. On the other hand, fam-
ily members of three Kashmiris who 
were arrested by the Delhi Police a few 
days ago in a false case held a protest 
demonstration during BJP’s rally in 
Budgam and urged the authorities to 
release them. Indian troops launched 
cordon and search operations in So-
pore, Tangmarg, Kulgam and areas of 
Poonch. Meanwhile, In Indian illegally 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Indian 
troops in their fresh act of state ter-
rorism martyred two Kashmiri youth 
in Poonch district today (Sunday).Ac-
cording to Kashmir Media Service, the 
youth were martyred during a cordon 
and search operation in Dugran area 
along the Mughal road. The opera-
tion was underway till filing of the re-
port. More details are awaited.  VoM
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Country will now move to-
wards political stability fol-
lowing failure of opposition 

parties: Fawad Choudhry 
ISLAMABAD

Interior Minister Shaikh Rashid Ahmad has said 
that directions have been issued to ease visa facil-
ity for the Chinese investors to attract investment 
in the country. Talking to the media persons in Is-
lamabad today (Monday), he said efforts will also 
be accelerated to ensure the return of innocent 
Pakistani prisoners languishing in foreign jails. 
The Interior Minister expressed the commitment 
to make efforts towards bringing improvement in 
the law and order situation in the country. He said 
the performance of Islamabad police will be fur-
ther improved.  Turning to the political situation, 
Shaikh Rashid Ahmad said the opposition parties 
will fail in their designs to stoke political instability 
in the country. He challenged the opposition to sub-
mit their resignations. The Interior Minister said it 
is a democratically elected government and under 
the leadership of Prime Minister Imran Khan, the 
country will be taken forward. He said the govern-
ment is ready to hold discussions with the opposi-
tion on all the issues except the corruption cases 
and the NRO. He said Prime Minister Imran Khan 
will never give NRO to the corrupt leaders. Re-
gretting the language being used by Nawaz Sharif 
against the state institutions, the Interior Minister 
said we are proud of our armed forces which have 
given immense sacrifices for the security and de-
fense of the motherland. The public meeting was 
held despite the PDM leaders being issued secu-
rity threat alerts as well as being requested by the 
government to not hold public gatherings as the 
second Covid-19 wave intensified in the country. 
Addressing a press conference on Saturday, Pun-
jab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar warned the op-
position of necessary action being taken if laws 
were violated. Minister for Science and Technol-
ogy Fawad Chaudhary has said the country will 
now move towards political stability following 
the failure of the movement of opposition parties. 
Addressing a news conference in Islamabad today 
(Monday) along with Special Assistant on Politi-
cal Communication Shahbaz Gill, he said the op-
position parties have failed to secure the support 
of the masses. He said the people of this country 
value the sacrifices rendered by the armed forces 
for the defense and security of the country. VoM

Global Market
Revived Brexit hopes lift stocks and sterling




