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The election will be conducted 
in a calm manner and the 

Azerbaijani society will remain 
stable,

President of Azerbaijan

Ilham Aliyev

Israel establishes diplomatic ties with 
Bhutan: FM

Indian farmers to intensify protest after rejecting 
gov’t proposals

The Asian Telegraph

Pakistan making 
progress with each 

passing day: Qureshi
LAHORE

Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi says Paki-
stan is  progressing with each 
passing day and the path of 
development will  continue 
despite hurdles being cre-
ated by opposition.  Talking 
to media in Multan today 
(Sunday),  he said after 70 
years,  an honest leadership 
came into power in the form 
of Prime Minister Imarn 
Khan.  The Foreign Minister 
said no NRO will  be given to 
those who have looted the 
National wealth and they 
will  be held accountable. 
He said the Opposition can-
not digest the development 
and progress of  the country. 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi said 
the PDM is playing with pre-
cious human lives by hold-
ing public gatherings in the 
current Coronavirus situa-
tion.  He said public gather-
ings,  processions and other 
activities of  Opposition par-
ties are creating hurdles in 
development of  the Country. 
VoM

Global climate summit ends; UN chief highlights 
Pakistan’s pledge to scrap coal power

Bureau Reporter
UNITED NATIONS

The Climate Action Summit wrapped up 
Friday evening after some 70 world leaders, 
including Prime Minister Imran Khan, deliv-
ered a raft of new measures aimed at making 
a big dent in greenhouse gas emissions, and 
ensuring that the warming of the planet is 
limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius. Speaking to 
reporters at UN Headquarters in New York, 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres es-
pecially mentioned the announcement by PM 
Khan that Pakistan was scrapping plans for 
new coal power plants. “Pakistan announced 
no new coal power plants,” the UN chief said, 
as he recounted the number of countries 
coming forward with strengthened national 
climate plans (NDCs), with commitments 
covering some of the world’s biggest emitters 
on display. Pakistan has seen coal power ca-
pacity increase from very low levels to a sub-
stantial 5 gigawatts over the past five years. 
But in his address to the online summit, 
Prime minister Imran Khan said that 60% 
of all energy by 2030 will be from renewables 
and 30% of all vehicles will be powered by 
electricity. On his Twitter account, Pakistan’s 
UN Ambassador Munir Akram drew atten-
tion to Pakistani premier’s ambitious plan as 

part of country’s unwavering commitment to-
ward combating climate change. Meanwhile, 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi failed 
to make new concrete announcements on the 
climate ambition of the world’s third-largest 
polluter. Modi only reiterated commitments 
announced in previous months, including 
increasing the country’s renewable power 
capacity to 175 gigawatts before 2022 and to 
450 gigawatts by 2030. China’s President Xi 
Jinping committed to increasing the share of 
non-fossil fuel in primary energy consump-
tion to around 25% by 2030. Britain, which 
is hosting next year’s UN Climate Conference, 
announced that it will cut emissions by 68 
per cent, compared to 1990 levels, within 
the next five years, and the European Union 
bloc committed to a 55 per cent cut over 
the same time period. Small island nations 

are not among large emitters of greenhouse 
gases, but they’re among the most affected 
by global warming, said Barbados Prime 
Minister Mia Mottley. This year’s hurricane 
season has ended with a record of 30 named 
storms. The survival of these nations depends 
on other countries raising ambition in their 
emissions pledges, she said. Without more 
ambition “There will be no build-back-bet-
ter for countries and economies like mine.” 
Italy will donate 30 million euros ($36 mil-
lion) to the UN Adaptation Fund, Italian 
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte said. France 
will introduce a new climate law over the 
next few weeks which will include specific 
measures proposed by citizens to help the 
economy transition toward climate neutral-
ity, French President Emmanuel Macron said. 
Measures to transition toward a low-carbon 
economy include halting all support toward 
the exploration of new fossil fuel deposits 
within the next five years, not building new 
coal plants and forcing financial firms to dis-
close financial risk, he said. UN Secretary-
General Guterres called on governments to 
declare a climate emergency to accelerate 
efforts toward carbon neutrality. That’ll be 
the UN’s central objective for next year, he 
said. Reuters

The circle of recognition of 
Israel is widening in Asia 

ISLAMABAD
Israel established diplomatic relations 

with the Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan 
on Saturday, the Israeli foreign ministry 
said, and the latest in a string of nor-
malization deals agreed by the Jewish 
state. “The circle of recognition of Israel 
is widening,” Israeli Foreign Minister 
Gabi Ashkenazi said in a statement. 
“The establishment of relations with 
the Kingdom of Bhutan will constitute 
a new stage in the deepening of Israel’s 
relations in Asia.” Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu hailed the agree-
ment, saying in a statement that Israel 
was “in contact with other countries 
that want to establish relations with” the 
Jewish state. The deal with Bhutan comes 
days after Morocco agreed to normalize 
relations with Israel, the fourth Arab 
state to do so since August. According 
to some analysts, other countries could 
follow, including Saudi Arabia, Oman 
and some Asian countries traditionally 
opposed to Israel, such as Indonesia. Ron 
Malka, the Israeli Ambassador to India, 
said he signed the agreement with his 
Bhutanese counterpart Major General 

Vetsop Namgyel on Saturday to establish 
“formal diplomatic relations,” calling it a 
“historic day.” “This agreement will open 
up many more opportunities for coopera-
tion for the benefit of both our peoples,” 
Malka said on Twitter. Photographs he 
posted showed officials from the two 
countries signing documents and shaking 
hands with beaming smiles at the Israeli 
Embassy in New Delhi. A joint statement 
on the deal said key areas of cooperation 
between the two countries would include 
economic, technological and agricultural 
development.It added that “the ties be-
tween the peoples through cultural ex-
changes and tourism would also be 
further enhanced.” Israel has supported 
Bhutanese “human resource develop-
ment since 1982, especially in the area 
of agriculture development that has ben-
efitted hundreds of Bhutanese youths,” 
according to the statement, which high-
lighted the “cordial” relations maintained 
between the countries despite a lack of 
formal ties. The Buddhist Kingdom of 
Bhutan, a country of less than a million 
people, is wedged between giant neigh-
bors. It has tried to shield itself from the 
downsides of globalization, striving for 
“Gross National Happiness” over GDP 
growth. Reuters

Revelations of Indian 
freedom fake news gives 

shockwaves to freedom right 
supporters:Andy Vermut

Andy Vermaut believes that 
the international community 

has a responsibility to act
ISLAMABAD 

Andy Vermaut, an official member of “The Inter-
national Alliance for the Defence of Rights and 
Freedoms stated that Shocking revelations by EU 
Disinfo Lab of an Indian clandestine operation to 
use fake media houses to malign Pakistan and 
China has attracted a strong reaction from free-
dom right supporters who have demanded of the 
United Nations to immediately remove all such 
organistaions. He said it was surprising to note 
how the Indian Srivastava group, resurrected ten 
UN recognized NGOs, to spread disinformation 
and fake news about Pakistan. “I repeat my plea 
today for a total screening of all human rights or-
ganizations that are consulted by the United Na-
tions on human rights and that spread fake news, 
purely to put a state or a people in a bad daylight,” 
he said in a video message. He said the evidence 
from the Indian Chronicles clearly shows how 
members of the European Parliament, through 
the fake news “were abused and used mostly 
without their knowledge” to present false infor-
mation as real information. He pointed that the 
resurrection of the Commission to Study the Or-
ganization of Peace (CSOP) even uses Professor 
Louis B. Sohn, who died in 2006, but the fake me-
dia portrayed as if he participated in activities on 
human rights in Washington DC even a year after 
his death. “That organization was re-established 
in order to put Pakistan in a bad light. Just like 
the International Club for Peace Research (ICPR), 
which was used to put Pakistan in a bad light at 
the United Nations Human Rights Council,” he 
said. He also mentioned the World Environment 
and Resources Council (WERC) which , he said, 
was re-established to oppose the construction of 
a dam in Pakistan. VoM

Deepen coordination between the BRI and 
national development strategies to maintain 

the stability of region

BEIJING
Participants of virtual China-Afghanistan-

Central Asian Countries (CA5) Vice Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting called on the interna-
tional community to support the Afghan 
peace and reconciliation process, step up 
counter-terrorism cooperation and create an 
enabling environment for relevant coopera-
tion. The meeting on Trade and Connectivity 
on December 9 was successfully held, said 
here by Hua Chunying, spokesperson of the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry at a press confer-
ence. According the spokesperson, all sides 
had an in-depth exchange of views on re-
gional cooperation and reached positive 
consensus with good effects. Vice Foreign 
Minister Luo Zhaohui chaired the meeting 
and put forward four proposals for coopera-
tion: deepening the cooperation on global 
COVID-19 response, expanding economic and 
trade cooperation, advancing connectivity, 
and deepening cooperation on the counter-
terrorism and security fronts. Afghanistan 
and CA5 all spoke highly of China’s propos-
als and success in hosting the meeting, which 
built a new platform for regional countries to 

exchange experience and deepen cooperation. 
All participants expressed readiness to fos-
ter a new cooperation model adapted to the 
pandemic situation and deepen coordination 
between the BRI and national development 
strategies to maintain the stability of regional 
industrial and supply chains and unleash the 
full potential of regional cooperation. This 
Meeting on Trade and Connectivity was a new 
exploration by the seven countries to enhance 
solidarity and cooperation and jointly deal 
with the current challenges amid the chang-
ing international and regional landscape as 
well as the COVID-19 situation. it reflects 
their shared aspiration of working together 
for sustainable development. China will work 
with other parties to make good use of this 
platform and advance regional cooperation, 
the spokedperson added. Xinhua

China-led CA5 countries announces unwavering 
support to Afghan peace process: Spokesperson

New farm laws are detri-
mental to their interests and 

enacted to favour the big 
corporate
UNITED NATIONS

The farmers protesting against the 
three new farm laws on Wednesday 
rejected the federal government’s 
proposals and threatened to in-
tensify their stir by blocking main 
highways connecting nearby cities 
to the national capital. Addressing 
the media, the farmers unions’ 
representatives announced that 
their protests would continue till 
December 14. “We will block the 
highway connecting Delhi and Jaipur, 
& Delhi and Agra, by December 12,” 
said the farmers’ unions representa-
tives. While Jaipur is the capital city 
of western state of Rajasthan, Agra 
is a popular tourist destination in 
northern state of Uttar Pradesh. 
They also resolved to avoid using 
mobile phone sim-cards belonging 
to private telecom company Reliance 
JIO, as a direct criticism of the fed-
eral government’s bid to “favour the 

corporates”. The farmers argue that 
the new farm laws are detrimental 
to their interests and enacted to 
favour the big corporates. On the 
other hand, senior leaders of the 
Opposition parties, including the 
Indian National Congress (INC), the 
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), 
the Communist Party of India (CPI) 
and the Communist Party of India-
Marxists (CPI-M), met President 
Ram Nath Kovind and urged him 
to immediately withdraw the three 
farm laws. Briefing press persons 

after meeting the Indian president, 
INC’s lawmaker Rahul Gandhi said 
that these laws should be withdrawn 
especially because of the manner 
in which they were passed in the 
Parliament without consulting the 
farming community. “These three 
new farm laws are anti-farmers. 
Farmers have understood that these 
new laws are a bid by the federal 
government to handover the agricul-
ture sector to the corporates close 
to those running the federal govern-
ment,” said Gandhi. APP

ISLAMABAD 
British High Commissioner to Pakistan Chris-
tian Turner has Congratulated Pakistan for 
its global leadership on Climate Action under 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s leadership. In a 
series of tweets on Sunday, he said, Pakistan 
is leading the way on Climate Action by an-
nouncing no new coal power projects and with 
- 1 percent of global emissions but 5th most 
affected country. He said we are working to-
gether to tackle the threats of Climate Change.   
Pakistan has vowed to remove hitches in quick 
completion of the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) projects, Gwadar Pro report-
ed on Sunday. According to Minister for Plan-
ning Development and Special Initiatives Asad 
Umar, Pakistan and China would work together 
to take the mega CPEC project to new heights. 
Asad Umar said he would personally hold 
four meetings in the next two weeks to ad-
dress all outstanding issues of CPEC projects. 
“The great nations of Pakistan and China will 
work together to strengthen CPEC to take it 
to a higher level for mutual prosperity of both 
nations”, he said in a tweet. The minister had 

held a meeting on Thursday with all the com-
panies working on coal to gas and coal to liquid 
projects. During the meeting, Asad Umar said 
induction of this new technology will unlock 
vast local energy reserves and go a long way 
in enhancing energy security of Pakistan and 
for this purpose a policy framework was being 
developed. Earlier on Saturday, the Embassy of 
China in Pakistan said the Chinese companies 
were committed to the new phase of CPEC co-
operation under guidance of two governments. 
In a message on its official twitter account, the 
embassy appreciated Asad Umar and Chair-
man CPEC Authority Asim Saleem Bajwa for 
meeting with representatives from CPEC proj-
ects to discuss ways forward. Several Chinese 
companies have been complaining about bu-
reaucratic hurdles in smooth working on the 
CPEC projects. Prime Minister Imran Khan 
recently ordered to settle the issues and ex-
pedite work on the CPEC-related projects. He 
especially directed to facilitate the working on 
the CPEC projects in the Balochistan province. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan Defence Minister Pervez 
Khattak-led steering committee to oversee 

CPEC-related projects in the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhaw province will hold its maiden meet-
ing on Monday (December 14) to expedite the 
work on the CPEC ventures. The steering com-
mittee will take up the Chashma Right Bank 
Canal project in its first meeting, an official 
statement said. The establishment of the Steer-
ing Committee was agreed at a recent meeting 
between Speaker National Assembly and Chief 
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhaw Mehmood Khan 
after they felt the CPEC projects were moving 
ahead at a slow pace due to procedural and 
coordination flaws. Speaker National Assem-
bly Asad Qaiser had approved establishment 
of a steering committee under the chairman-
ship of Federal Minister for Defence Pervez 
Khattak to oversee the CPEC related projects 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhaw. The steering com-
mittee would oversee and resolve the issues 
related to Chasma Right Bank Canal Project, 
Peshawar-Dera Ismail Khan Motorway and 
Chakdara Chitral Road (Dir Motorway). The 
committee has also been mandated to oversee 
the expeditious execution of the CPEC proj-
ects in KPK and their timely completion. VoM

UK hails Pak for global leadership on Climate Action under PM Imran
The great nations of Pakistan and China will work together to strengthen CPEC: Asad Umar

The Indian forces are 
openly violating the 

ceasefire agreement on LOC 
Nation denounced   gimmicks of 

corrupt, failed political thugs, 
says Shehryar Afridi 

ISLAMABAD
Chairman Kashmir Committee Shehryar Khan 
Afridi Sunday said that Pakistani nation could 
no more by fooled by a bunch of political stoog-
es who had time and again looted the national 
exchequer since 1980s.  Talking to media here 
after the ground breaking ceremony of a proj-
ect here, Shehryar Afridi said that the people 
of Pakistan were aware of the true agenda of 
the rejected politicians who had formed an alli-
ance in a bid for their political existence.  “After 
being rejected by the voters in successive elec-
tions since 2018, the rejected politicians now 
have formed an alliance under PDM to help 
save each other. People rejected them in 2018 
general elections, in FATA polls and alagain in 
Gilgit Baltistan. But the corrupt and crooked 
politicians are making their last ditch efforts to 
fool the people again with political gimmicks,” 
he said.  Afridi said that by rejecting the politi-
cal gimmick of PDM, the people will show that 
they stand beside Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
vision of prosperous Pakistan. “The politicians 
who have gathered in the name of PDM today, 
in the past have been calling each other thieves, 
plunderers and corrupt. But these same politi-
cal thugs stand united today to save their plun-
dered wealth. Just like 2018, their defeat will 
be declared at the hands of common people, 
“added Afridi.  Shehryar Afridi deplored that 
despite NECTA’s threat alert, a bunch of rejected 
politicians are bent upon playing with the lives 
of the people of Lahore to further their political 
interests. The PDM leadership will be held fully 
responsible for causing any harm to masses, he 
added.  Chairman Kashmir Committee said that 
the Indian forces are openly violating the cease-
fire agreement on the Line of Control (LOC), 
bombing unarmed Kashmiris while our brave 
forces are fighting the enemy on LOC. VoM
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Universal Health Coverage Day

T he United Nations has embraced seventeen sustainable 
development goals for eliminating poverty and building 
a stronger planet. One of those goals incorporates giving 
universal health coverage. An alliance of around 700 or-
ganizations in 116 nations marks 12 December as Universal 
Health Coverage day, encouraging world leaders to deliver 

on vows to accomplish universal health coverage. The objective of uni-
versal health coverage is to guarantee that all individuals acquire the 
health services they require without bearing financial difficulty while 
paying for them. This requires a solid, proficient, well-run health system, 
health services, admittance to fundamental technologies and medicines, 
and adequate well-trained, motivated health workers. Universal health 
coverage not only includes the promotive and preventive care but also 
clean air, food security, and oxygen access.Like other parts of the world, 
Universal Health Coverage day was marked in Pakistan as well, aiming 
to raise awareness of the need for strong and resilient health systems 
and universal health coverage. Every year on 12 December, Universal 
Health Coverage advocates raise their voices to share the stories of the 
large number of individuals still waiting for health care, champion what 
has been accomplished up until now, approach leaders to make greater 
and more astute interests in wellbeing, and urge different groups to 
make commitments to help draw the world nearer to Universal Health 
Coverage by 2030.Pakistan ranks 6th in the total world populace and 
according to its prerequisites, the human health workforce is very in-
adequate. Pakistan is one of the 57 nations that lack human health as-
sets. In Pakistan doctor to patient ratio is 1:1300, medical attendant to 
patient proportion is 1:20 while, the doctor to medical attendant (nurse) 
proportion is 1:2.7. Nonetheless, as per the World Health Organization, 
it is prescribed that the medical specialist to patient ratio should be 
1:1000, while, suitable doctor to nurse ratio is 1:4. Likewise, as indicated 
by the Pakistan Nursing Council the nurse to patient ratio should be 1:10 
and 2:1 in general and specialized areas, separately.2020 has been a long 
moment of reckoning for health systems around the globe. While the 
unforgiving exercises of COVID-19 are a long way from new and keeping 
in mind that feelings of dread and injustices presently standing out as 
headlines mirror the daily truth of millions before the pandemic. The 
sheer size of this emergency has started new urgencies around health 
systems and universal health coverage.  More leaders than ever are 
focusing, and more individuals are ascending to demand change.The 
objective of universal health coverage (UHC) has gotten more feasible 
as the world has gotten more extravagant, prompting more prominent 
admittance to health services and advancements, for example, antibod-
ies and vaccines, and to the most dramatic decrease in poverty ever ac-
complished. The government of Pakistan is to provide Sehat-plus cards 
from January 2021 to avail free of cost health services.Moreover, a stable 
and utilitarian arrangement of medical services requires commonly 
advantageous and helpful connections as well as incorporates primary, 
secondary, and tertiary care. Such reconciliation and various policies 
could be planned and actualized to fortify Pakistan’s medical care system 
to guarantee that each benefit from the basic right to health, political 
leaders of the world need to settle on the correct decisions, the rational 
economic, financial, and social decision of universal health coverage. 
Along with these, other key measures can also be taken to improve the 
health care sector of Pakistan; control populace development, increased 
literacy rate, an increased financial plan for the health sector, control 
debasement in general wellbeing ventures, regionalization of Healthcare 
benefits, and advance medical education, proper check on quackery and 
exchange of human resource and knowledge with developed countries.
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Today in History

 Kashmir under siege

The protracted Kashmir crisis remained 
a bone of contention between two nu-
clear powers of South Asia for the past 
seven decades. With no end in sight, the 
disputed region resulted in several con-
ventional and asymmetric conflicts be-

tween India and Pakistan. It has become a nightmare 
for the proponents of perpetual peace in the region 
and also a devious drive for the fragile regional secu-
rity environment. The varied conflict has stalled the 
prospects of India and Pakistan’s engagement. Over 
the years, the region has become a hub of embroiling 
turmoil and escalated hostility due to flagrant violence 
perpetrated by the Indian armed forces. However, 
the spirit of sacrifices of the Kashmir’s throughout 
the generations remained intact, despite the unpre-
ceded challenges and humanity’s existential crisis 
they are committed to preserving their due right of 
self-determination. Ever since, a violent uprising in 
the year 1989, thousands of innocent Kashmiris have 
embraced martyrdom while countless maimed due 
to Indian brutal violence. This trail of miseries’ fur-
ther prolonged under the fascist Modi regime. Since 
the year 2014, the Indian coercion has escalated to 
mounting height while Kashmiris have become a dis-

mal picture of helplessness and abysmal humanitarian 
crisis. Adding further, the enforced disappearances, 
fake encounters, custodian killings, women rapes, and 
molestations have become the normal practices of 
brutal armed forces deployed in the valley. This nox-
ious behavior further prolonged in the aftermaths of 
the revocation of article 370A under the fascist Modi 
regime. Currently, the Kashmir valley plugged into the 
worst ever phase of the humanitarian crisis through 
the imposition of draconian laws, perpetrated vio-
lence, and gross human rights violations. However, 
there is a fresh wave of rebellious insurgency, and 
Kashmiris have realized that there is no other solution 
to contain the brutal and assertive policies that vehe-
mently wreaked unprecedented havoc on their lives. 
Modi regime through its iron fist approach has politi-
cally victimized masses through revocation of article 
370. Since the 5th of August 2019, the valley is turned 
into an open prison with a yearlong lockdown and 
imposed curfews. Normalcy has become a dream for 
the indigenous Kashmiri masses. They are refrained 
to have access to the normal livelihood. The policy 
of exerting maximum pressure has further invoked 
the grim consequences. The fundamental necessities 
of life such as health, education are hard-hit sectors. 
The tourism industry and other business sectors have 
also been jolted by the unlawful and barbaric Modi 
regime policies. Apart from this, the Modi regime also 
revamped the domicile laws and property acts in the 
occupied territory. There are various deceitful goals 
behind this fresh wave of belligerence and coercion 
in the valley. Firstly, the Indian policymakers want to 
weaken the political power structure of the Kashmir 
masses, ultimately leading to disempower the Muslim 
inherent identity. The less competitive political envi-

ronment rises the impetus of prompting the noxious 
hidden agendas. Likewise, the introduction of new 
acts also saves the purpose of structural marginaliz-
ing and demographic changes of the Muslim identity. 
Through projecting this strategy the Modi government 
tends to promote the Hindu status-Qu in the region 
to create ethnic-based rifts in the region. Adding fur-
ther, the communication bock out policy is designed 
to control the probable severe backlash of the public 
and also keep the practices of the draconian law hid-
den from the rest of the world. The media prejudice is 
another grave area of concern because it has become 
the mouthpiece of the ruling elite sitting in Delhi, 
rather than highlighting the plight and miseries of the 
masses. The malpractices and intensifying violence 
push the region into militancy and rebellious insur-
gency. Evidently, after the martyrdom of Burhan Wani, 
the youth once again chanting the slogan- there is one 
solution gun solution. Even the educated youth also 
opting militancy against the heinous Indian criminal 
approach, the grief-stricken masses are fatigued and 
their future looks grim, and this embroiling turmoil 
likely to escalated because the global world and key 
stakeholders merely playing the roles of spectators.

Star tragic teen movie triumphs at European film award
LONDON

Thomas Vinterberg’s acclaimed new movie 
Another Round has swept the European 
Film Awards, landing three prizes, including 
Best Actor for Mads Mikkelsen.Vinterberg 
also picked up Best European Film and Best 
Screenwriter, alongside Tobias Lindholm.The 
win cements the Danish movie as a favour-
ite for the Foreign Language film Oscar next 
year. The project, about a group of teachers 
who pledge to stay drunk to test a theory 
that modest inebriation opens minds, has 
been a favourite at this year’s film festivals.
Accepting the Best Film honour at the virtual 
EFA ceremony on Saturday, Vinterberg said, 
“My first film was about child abuse, my sec-
ond one about the same and now we’ve made 
a film about four heterosexual white males 
teaching youngsters to drink. It could never 
have been possible outside of this continent 
and I’m super proud to be awarded in this 
continent.”The filmmaker also paid tribute to 
his teenage daughter, Ida, who died in a car 
accident while he was making Another Round: 
“She loved this project, she was a part of this 
project - she was supposed to act in it, it was 
made at her school, amongst her friends in 
her classroom - and the only thing that made 
sense when she died was to carry on and make 
this movie for her.“It’s made by all of us who 
love her and miss her dearly, and your votes 
and your award will honour her memory.”On 
winning the European Actor trophy, Mikkelsen, 
who is currently filming the third Fantastic 

Beasts film after replacing Johnny Depp as 
villain Gellert Grindelwald, also remembered 
his director’s daughter, stating, “One reason 
this film was made, one reason why this film 

was finalised is one little shining light that is 
not here anymore. But her light is in every 
frame of this film, so we dedicate it to Ida 
Vinterberg.”

NASA and Boeing Target New Launch Date for 
Next Starliner Flight Test

LONDON
NASA and Boeing now are targeting 

March 29 for the launch of Starliner’s 
second uncrewed flight test to the 
International Space Station as part of 
the agency’s Commercial Crew Program. 
Orbital Flight Test-2 (OFT-2) is a critical 
developmental milestone on the com-
pany’s path toward flying crew missions 
for NASA.For the OFT-2 mission, the CST-
100 Starliner spacecraft will launch on 
a United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket 
from Space Launch Complex-41 at Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida, dock 
to the International Space Station and re-
turn to land in the western United States 
about a week later as part of an end-to-
end test to prove the system is ready to 
fly crew.“Boeing is making solid progress 
on the path to flying a second uncrewed 
test mission and preparing for the com-
pany’s Crew Flight Test in 2021,” said 
Kathy Lueders, associate administrator of 
NASA’s Human Exploration and Operations 
Mission Directorate. “Our teams are fo-
cused on applying the lessons learned, 
and it won’t be long until we see Starliner 
visiting its destination – the International 
Space Station.”The OFT-2 Starliner space-
craft is nearing final assembly inside the 

company’s Commercial Crew and Cargo 
Processing Facility at NASA’s Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida. The vehicle’s re-
usable crew module has been powered up 
and final checkouts of the avionics, power 
and propulsion systems are nearing com-
pletion. The spacecraft’s parachutes, land-
ing airbags, base heat shield, and its back 
shells are installed signifying the comple-
tion of the vehicle build phase. In the com-
ing weeks, teams will load the crew module 
with cargo, including Rosie the Rocketeer, 
and weigh the vehicle before mating it to 
its service module, which is already com-
plete.In parallel, Boeing technicians con-
tinue to refurbish the crew module flown 
on Starliner’s first Orbital Flight Test while 
also building a brand-new service module 
for NASA’s Boeing Crew Flight Test (CFT), 
which is now targeting launch in summer 
2021, following a successful OFT-2 mission.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

UK and Russian scientists are teaming up to trial a 
combination of the Oxford-AstraZeneca and Sputnik 
V vaccines to see if protection against Covid-19 can 
be improved.Mixing two similar vaccines could lead 
to a better immune response in people.The trials, 
to be held in Russia, will involve over-18s, although 
it’s not clear how many people will be involved.
Oxford recently published results showing their 
jab was safe and effective in trials on people.The 
researchers are still collecting data on the effective-
ness of the vaccine in older age groups while wait-
ing for approval from the UK regulator, the MHRA.
AstraZeneca said it was exploring combinations of 
different adenovirus vaccines to find out whether 
mixing them leads to a better immune response 
and, therefore, greater protection. The hope is com-
bining different vaccines will give either stronger 
or longer-lasting immunity to the virus.There are 
reasons to think this might be beneficial for the 
Oxford and the Sputnik V jabs.Both use harmless 
viruses to deliver the important part of the vac-

cine (a bit of the coronavirus’ genetic code) into 
the body.The risk is the body becomes immune to 
the “viral postman” making the second or booster 
jab less effective.This is one explanation for why 
Oxford had better results from giving someone a 
half dose followed by a full one, rather than two 
normal doses.Other vaccine combinations are also 
planned in the hope that approaching the challenge 
from different angles will lead to better results.2px 
presentational grey line They work differently to the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, which has been approved 
in the UK, Canada, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and rec-
ommended for approval by medical experts in the 
US. Russia was the first country to register a Covid 
vaccine for emergency use - in August, despite only 
having been tested on a few dozen people. It is now 
being offered to Russians as part of a mass vacci-
nation campaign.AstraZeneca said it was “working 
with industry partners, governments and research 
institutions around the world, and will soon begin 
exploring with Gamaleya Research Institute in 
Russia to understand whether two adenovirus-
based vaccines can be successfully combined”.

Trials to test combination of Oxford and Sputnik vaccines

December-14-1799

George Washington, the American 
revolutionary leader and first presi-
dent of the United States, dies at his 
estate in Mount Vernon, Virginia. He 
was 67 years old.George Washington 
was born in 1732 to a farm family in 

Westmoreland County, Virginia. His first direct mili-
tary experience came as a lieutenant colonel in the 
Virginia colonial militia in 1754, when he led a small 
expedition against the French in the Ohio River val-
ley on behalf of the governor of Virginia. Two years 
later, Washington took command of the defenses 
of the western Virginian frontier during the French 
and Indian War. After the war’s fighting moved else-
where, he resigned from his military post, returned to 
a planter’s life, and took a seat in Virginia’s House of 
Burgesses. During the next two decades, Washington 
openly opposed the escalating British taxation and 
repression of the American colonies. In 1774, he rep-
resented Virginia at the Continental Congress. After 
the American Revolution erupted in 1775, Washington 
was nominated to be commander in chief of the newly 
established Continental Army. Some in the Continental 
Congress opposed his appointment, thinking other 
candidates were better equipped for the post, but 
he was ultimately chosen because as a Virginian his 

leadership helped bind the Southern colonies more 
closely to the rebellion in New England. With his 
inexperienced and poorly equipped army of civilian 
soldiers, General Washington led an effective war of 
harassment against British forces in America while 
encouraging the intervention of the French into the 
conflict on behalf of the colonists. On October 19, 
1781, with the surrender of British General Charles 
Lord Cornwallis’ massive British army at Yorktown, 

Virginia, General Washington had defeated one of the 
most powerful nations on earth. After the war, the vic-
torious general retired to his estate at Mount Vernon, 
but in 1787 he heeded his nation’s call and returned to 
politics to preside over the Constitutional Convention 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The drafters created the 
office of president with him in mind, and in February 
1789 Washington was unanimously elected the first 
president of the United States.

George Washington dies

Mushahid Naqvi is an assistant editor at TAT, 
can be reached at tatnewspaper@gmail.com
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Jennifer throws a birth-
day party for her mother

NEWYORK
She celebrated her mother’s 74th birthday by 
bringing her up on stage at one of her con-
certs.And Jennifer Lopez surprised her mom 
Guadalupe again on Wednesday with a surprise 
75th birthday celebration that came a day early.
The 51-year-old actress and singer shared a 
sweet video of the intimate family gathering 
to Instagram on Saturday as she and her fiancé 
Alex Rodriguez, 45, serenaded the matriarch. 
Jennifer’s video showed her and other family 
members hiding in a corner of Lupe’s stately 
home as she walked in while still wearing a 
mask. She may have gotten the hint that some-
thing was going on, based on pink and purple 
balloons lining the entrance hallways, but she 
was clearly startled when J-Lo and everyone 
else jumped out and shouted, ‘Happy birthday!’ 
‘Happy 75th birthday to my beautiful mommy!!!’ 
the Hustlers star wrote in her caption.‘I love 
you so much. We all do. You are the definition 
of being youthful and timeless at every age ... 
thank you for your endless love, energy, support 
and for just being you!!! I love you forever ♥️,’ she 
wrote, adding the hashtags, ‘#HappyBirthday,’ 
and ‘#TheLupinator.’After initially startling her 
mother, Jennifer walked her back to see all her 
unexpected guests.VoM

William and Kate Christmas 
card leaked on social media

EW YORK
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge’s 2020 
Christmas card has been leaked online.Every 
December, William and Kate are among the roy-
als to release a new family portrait with their chil-
dren, Prince George, Princess Charlotte and Prince 
Louis, to send well wishes to the public.However, 
this year’s offering has been shared prematurely 
on social media by royal fans.The Christmas card 
shows the family sat on a bale of hay in front of a 
pile of chopped wood, all wearing their warmest 
winter jumpers.Prince George, seven, can be seen 
sitting next to his father, while Princess Charlotte, 
five, is perched on her mother’s lap and the young-
est of the family, Prince Louis, two, is pictured 
laughing as he nestles between both parents.It is 
unclear when or where the photo was taken as 
it has not been officially released by Kensington 
Palace. However, the family have spent most of 
the pandemic at their Anmer Hall residence in 
Norfolk.VoM

Tap ‘til you drop: Elie Saab 
joins Amazon’s luxury app

DUBAI
Online shoppers can now get their Lebanese 
fashion fix on Amazon’s Luxury Stores as Elie 
Saab’s designs will now be available on the 
high-end platform. The Lebanese fashion house 
took to Instagram late last week to make the 
announcement, saying: “Elie Saab is proud to 
announce its collaborative partnership with 
Luxury Stores at Amazon. Discover pieces from 
our ready-to-wear Fall/Winter 2020 collection 
available for exclusive purchase through the 
Amazon luxury stores app.”The collection fea-
tures ruffles and tulle aplenty, with a scattering 
of monochrome ensembles and pretty polka 
dots for additional flair. Saab’s trademark deep 
necklines and synched waists are also on dis-
play, with oversized bows making an appearance 
here and there in the chic, party-appropriate line. 
“Joining forces with Amazon is a step forward 
in Elie Saab’s business strategy, to strengthen 
its existence in the US market through a new 
widespread e-commerce presence, while also 
reaching a new generation of luxury shoppers,” 
Elie Saab Jr. explained in a released statement 
For now, the app is only available for use in the 
US and to shop ‘til your (battery) drops, users 
must be invited or request access  adding to the 
exclusive allure of the experience.VoM

Staff Report
Lahore

Former wicketkeeper-batsman Rashid 
Latif believes that Pakistan’s all-format 
captain Babar Azam’s injury could be 
a blessing in disguise, as it provides an 
opportunity to young guns like Haider 
Ali and Abdullah Shafique to prove their 
mettle.Azam has been ruled out of New 
Zealand T20Is after suffering a fracture 
in his right thumb during Sunday morn-
ing’s practice session. The Lahore-born 
batsman will be unable to attend nets for, 
at least, 12 days, meaning he will not be 
available for the December 18, 20 and 22 
T20Is to be played in Auckland, Hamilton 
and Napier, respectively.“Babar Azam is a 
big loss. Hopefully he recovers soon. But 
it can be a blessing in disguise as well. 
When sometimes a big player gets injured, 
it could lead to a new player being discov-
ered. If Abdullah Shafique and Haider Ali 
opens the innings in Babar’s absence, 

then they might avail this opportunity 
and Pakistan might get a new star,” Latif 
said in a video on his YouTube channel.
“I hope they don’t force Mohammad 
Rizwan or Sarfaraz Ahmed to open the 
innings. Let the youngsters open the in-
ning and face the fire. If they are able 

to handle that, then they will eventu-
ally become good players,” he added.
Shadab Khan, who has a groin niggle, is set 
to lead Pakistan for the T20Is against New 
Zealand in Babar’s absence. However, a de-
cision on his participation in the Auckland 
T20I will be made closer to the match.

Staff Report
LOS ANGELES

Manchester United failed to ease the 
pressure on Ole Gunnar Solskjaer after 
a limp display in their 0-0 draw against 
Manchester City, while Miguel Almiron 
scored in 20 seconds as Newcastle beat 
West Bromwich Albion 2-1 on Saturday.
Solskjaer faced calls for his sacking after 
United crashed out of the Champions 
League with a midweek defeat at Leipzig.
The beleaguered United manager des-

perately needed an uplifting result 
in the Manchester derby to win back 
some support.But, with Paul Pogba 
restored to the starting lineup, United 
labored to a drab draw that left them 
in seventh place.United have won 
just one of their last four games in all 
competitions and have only one win 
at Old Trafford in six Premier League 
games this term.City weren’t much 
better than their bitter rivals and Pep 
Guardiola’s team are one place behind 
United in the table.However, in contrast 
to United there is not yet any sense of 
crisis around City — who have kept six 
successive clean sheets in all competi-
tions to equal a club record.City should 
have been ahead in the first half when 
Gabriel Jesus shot over from Riyad 
Mahrez’s long pass.The visitors’ best 
chance came when Kevin De Bruyne 
found Mahrez, whose shot was saved 
well by David De Gea before De Bruyne 

squandered the rebound.United were 
awarded a penalty two minutes into 
the second half when Kyle Walker kicked 
Marcus Rashford, only for the decision 
to be overruled by VAR as the forward 
had strayed offside in the buildup.
De Bruyne saw his goal-bound effort 
well blocked by United defender Harry 
Maguire and Rashford shot wide after a 
good break, but chances were at a pre-
mium in a dire encounter.At St. James’ 
Park, Newcastle were playing for the 
first time since their match against Aston 
Villa was postponed due to a COVID-19 
outbreak in their squad.Newcastle took 
less than a minute to grab the lead when 
Almiron swept his shot past West Brom 
keeper Sam Johnstone. West Brom drew 
level five minutes into the second half 
at St. James’ Park.Matt Phillips deliv-
ered a low cross which was met by de-
fender Darnell Furlong, who lashed an 
unstoppable low shot past Karl Darlow.

Bureau Report
ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf-led (PTI) federal 
government added Rs397 billion more in public 
debt during first four months of current fiscal 
year, which is contrary to a claim made by Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and Finance Minister Dr 
Hafeez Shaikh.The central government debt, 
which was Rs35.1 trillion in June this year, in-
creased to Rs35.5 trillion by end-October, re-
ported the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). There 
was an increase of Rs397 billion or 1.2% in 
the debt stock, which was lower than the pace 
of increase recorded in the previous months.
Last month, Prime Minister Imran and Shaikh 
had claimed that the public debt remained un-
changed at Rs36.4 trillion during July-October 
period of this fiscal year.The Rs36.4 trillion 
was inclusive of the debt obtained from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) while the 
Rs35.5 trillion was exclusive of the IMF debt, 
as the Fund’s lending is booked at the balance 
sheet of the central bank but is shown as part 
of the public debt.“During the July-October pe-
riod of this fiscal year, the primary budget bal-
ance was in surplus and there was no need to 
acquire more debt. From June 30 to October 30, 
there was no increase in public debt, which re-
mained unchanged at Rs36.4 trillion, which is 
a huge success,” Hafeez Shaikh had said while 

addressing a press conference along with the 
information minister a few days ago.The public 
debt, Shaikh had said, did not increase because 
of increase in tax collection and revaluation of 
the external public debt after appreciation of 
rupee.The external debt of the central govern-
ment decreased from Rs11.8 trillion to Rs11.6 
trillion by the end of October, a reduction of 
Rs255 billion or 2.1% in one year. The reduction 
was not that big, which could have absorbed 
the increase in the debt to finance the budget 
deficit.In June this year, the rupee-dollar parity 
stood at Rs168.16 to a dollar, which improved 
to Rs160.38 a dollar by October, according to 
the central bank.In his presser, Shaikh had not 
disclosed the overall budget balance number 
for the July-October period, whether it was in 
surplus or deficit.The Express Tribune had re-
ported this week that the federal budget deficit 
jumped to Rs894 billion or 2% of the size of 
national economy in first four months of the 
current fiscal year due to double-digit growth 
in expenditures.Overall, the budget deficit, cal-
culated after taking into account the provincial 
cash surplus, stood at Rs753 billion or 1.7% 
of GDP. It means, the federal government had 
to borrow this sum to finance the deficit.The 
Rs35.5-trillion central government debt is exclu-
sive of liabilities that the government indirectly 
owes to creditors. Thus, the gross public debt 

is far higher than the central government debt.
When Imran Khan became prime minister, the 
central government’s debt was close to Rs24.2 
trillion and the last PML-N government added 
Rs5.65 billion a day into public debt, according 
to Dr Najeeb Khaqan, former spokesman of the 
finance ministry. On an average, per day addi-
tion in the public debt has jumped to Rs13.2 
billion since the PTI came into power, according 
to Khaqan.In February last year, the PM vowed 
to bring the public debt below Rs20 trillion.The 
central government debt comprises long and 
short-term domestic and external debt. The SBP 
report showed that the central government’s 
total domestic debt increased from Rs23.3 
trillion in June this year to Rs23.93 trillion by 
October, a net addition of Rs652 billion or 2.8%.

Bureau Report
Abu Dhabi

With a COVID-19 vaccine use authorization 
from US drug regulators, a global stock rally 
already underway on improving market wide 
sentiment, was expected to continue in the 
weeks to come.Investors are now more willing 
to take on additional investment risk, as inflow 
into stocks surged on the backdrop of reced-
ing pandemic-related uncertainty, banking on 
an imminent vaccine rollout.However, the next 
few weeks will be critical to watch. The market 
has made phenomenal gains against all odds, 
thanks to the global liquidity, and the increas-
ing risk appetite of investors.Investors may 
want to cash some chips as the end to the year 
draws closer. With the holiday season setting 
in the following week onwards, this would be 
the last busy week for foreign investors this 
year. Domestic investors may have to step up 
purchases quite heavily to keep the momentum 
going. The upcoming week, which is the final 
full week of economic data for the year, sees 
decisions by the US Federal Reserve, Bank of 

England and the Bank of Japan, although little 
change is expected from any of them. While UK 
employment, inflation and retail sales figures 
are due this week, given the renewed focus on 
Brexit, related negotiations and an imminent 
December 31 deadline, economic data are 
likely to take a back seat.Britain is likely to 
complete its journey out of the European Union 
in three weeks without a trade deal, British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson and European 
Commission chief Ursula von der Leyen said on 
Friday. However, last week witnessed another 
mixed trading session on the US stock market, 
closing when all the major averages posted de-

clines and the small-cap US-weighted Russell 
2000 rose higher for the sixth straight week.
On Wall Street, the Dow Jones inched up 0.16 
per cent, the S&P 500 slipped 0.13 per cent, 
its third down day, and the Nasdaq Composite 
slid 0.23 per cent. The pan-European STOXX 
600 index lost 0.68 per cent and MSCI’s gauge 
of stocks across the globe shed 0.40 per cent. 
The dollar index rose 0.2 per cent.The last day 
of the week was marked by volatility as some 
investors traded on vaccine hopes, while others 
traded on uncertainty of ever-rising daily coro-
navirus cases and the US pandemic stimulus 
bill standoff. The Food and Drug Administration 
later authorised the vaccine from Pfizer and 
BioNTech. While the Dubai stock market ended 
largely unchanged on Sunday, the Abu Dhabi 
bourse gained. Elsewhere in the GCC, indices 
largely climbed at the start of the week, led by 
advances in financial shares. The benchmark 
in Dubai, the Dubai Financial Market (DFM), 
was on track to extend gains for a seventh ses-
sion and ended down 0.01 per cent at 2,546.61 
points on Sunday

Vaccine-induced market gains to be capped as year-end nears

Chinese auto mak-
ers seek way out of 

chip shortage
Bureaau Report

BEIJING
With the shortage of automo-

bile chips expected to linger, some 
Chinese auto makers need to brace 
for a short-term disruption to pro-
duction next year, according to a 
local industry association.A rise in 
chip prices is also likely, resulting 
from an increase in advance pur-
chasing by companies along the 
industry chain and the difficulties 
of increasing production capacity in 
the short run, said Li Shaohua, an 
official with the China Association of 
Automobile Manufacturers (CAAM), 
in a recent interview with Auto 
Review magazine.To navigate such a 
bottleneck, Chinese auto companies 
and chip makers need joint efforts 
in technological innovation and up-
grading to stabilize production and 
bolster supply chains. Computer 
chips are widely used in the auto-
motive industry, being applied to 
crucial vehicle parts and functions, 
such as power systems, chassis con-
trol and advanced driver-assistance 
systems (ADAS).However, the rela-
tively conservative sentiments in 
global chip investment in recent 
years have triggered unbalanced 
supply and demand, while the 
COVID-19 pandemic has exacer-
bated the cautiousness in capacity 
investment, said Li, stressing that 
the automotive chip shortage is a 
common challenge facing the auto 
industry worldwide.Since the begin-
ning of this month, a few automak-
ers have been hit by chip shortages 
to varying degrees.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Total credit in the UAE increased by 0.8 per 
cent quarter on quarter, reaching Dh1.8 trillion 
at the end of September 2020.On an annual-
ized basis, total bank credit increased by 4.9 
per cent, the latest central bank data showed. 
Liquidity in the banking system improved in 
the third quarter as reflected by money sup-
ply (M2) that is currency in circulation out-
side banks plus monetary deposits and quasi 
monetary deposits (resident time and savings 
deposits in dirham, plus resident deposits 
in foreign currencies.The central bank data 
showed total money supply money supply M3 
(M2 plus government deposits at banks and at 
the central bank) rose by 3 per cent quarter on 
quarter during the third quarter of 2020. On an 
annual basis, there was a 7.5 per cent (y-o-y) 
growth in Money Supply M3, reaching Dh1.805 
trillion at the end of September 2020.Typically, 
the money supply as in M2, is considered the 
best indicator for the availability of liquidity in 
the economy, as it comprises currency in cir-
culation outside banks, in addition to various 
deposits of all the resident sectors in dirham, 
except for the deposits of the government sec-

tor in the UAE. Central bank data showed that 
at the end of the third quarter of 2020, there 
was a q-o-q increase in M2 mainly driven by 
a 0.5 per cent quarterly increase in the non-
government resident deposits at Dh1.37 trillion 
at the end of September 2020. At the end of 
the third quarter of 2020 total assets of banks 
operating in the UAE increased by 2 per cent 

quarter on quarter, reaching Dh3.25 trillion. 
During the period between September 2019 
and September 2020, the total assets of banks 
operating in the UAE increased by 7.6 per cent.
Gross credit in the third quarter increased by 
0.8 per cent (q-o-q), reaching 1.8 trillion at the 
end of September 2020. On an annual basis, 
gross credit increased by 4.9 per cent.

UAE’s loan growth and liquidity pick up pace in Q3

Bureau Report
LONDON

By rediscovering the thrill of a brutal knockout, Anthony Joshua 
cleared the way to a shot at being the undisputed heavyweight 
champion of the world.With a big right hand that sent Kubrat 
Pulev, a durable but one-dimensional Bulgarian, to the canvas for 
a third and final time, Joshua secured a dominant ninth-round win 
in his UK homecoming on Saturday to retain the WBA, WBO and 
IBF belts.It wasn’t long before the inevitable question was thrown 
at him: is WBC champion Tyson Fury next in what would be an 
all-British blockbuster to unify the four titles in boxing’s marquee 
division?“Whoever has got the belt, I’d love to compete with them,” 
Joshua said. “If that is Tyson Fury, let it be Tyson Fury.”If that felt 
a slightly non-committal response  and it was taken that way by 
Fury in a video message he released moments later Joshua’s pro-
moter, Eddie Hearn, left no room for debate.“We know what we 
have to do starting from tomorrow: to make the Tyson Fury fight 
straightaway,” Hearn said, a big grin on his face.“It’s the only fight 
to be made in boxing. It’s the biggest fight in boxing.”An agreement 
in principle has already been reached on a two-fight deal between 
the two Britons for 2021. It just needed Joshua to dispatch Pulev 
in the first defense of his titles since regaining them in a rematch 
Andy Ruiz Jr. in Saudi Arabia a year ago.He did so in impressive 
fashion, mixing patience with his renowned power to subdue and 
then dismantle Pulev in front of the first crowd for a British box-
ing fight since the coronavirus outbreak. Only 1,000 spectators  a 
number that included boxing royalty in Floyd Mayweather were 
allowed inside London’s Wembley Arena because of government 
restrictions on the amount of people allowed into sporting events, 
and they witnessed a one-sided fight.After sizing up Pulev by tak-
ing a cautious approach in the opening two rounds, Joshua went on 
the attack in the third and made his 39-year-old opponent stumble 
with a right hook that saw Pulev stagger to the corner and turn 
his back, forcing an eight-count.

Govt adds Rs397b to public debt

Dull stalemate does little for Man Utd, City’s title challenge

Fury awaits as Joshua KOs Pulev 
to retain heavyweight belts

Babar Azam’s injury could be a blessing in disguise: Rashid Latif
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BAKU/YEREVAN
Clashes in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region have killed four Azeri ser-
vicemen in recent weeks, Azerbai-
jan’s defence ministry said on Sun-
day, in the first report of casualties 
since a Russian-brokered ceasefire 
accord. Separately, authorities in 
Armenia said six of their service-
men had been wounded in what 
they described as an Azeri military 
offensive that took place on Satur-
day. The Baku government said the 
clashes, which also left two Azeri 
servicemen wounded, had taken 
place in an area that fell under its 
control when the fighting ended on 
Nov. 10 and territory in Nagorno-
Karabakh previously controlled by 
ethnic Armenians was handed over 
to Azerbaijan. It said the military 
operation on Friday and Satur-
day aimed to destroy or drive out 
enemy forces responsible for the 
deadly attacks on Azeri service-
men. Yerevan said Armenian forces 
had repelled attempted intrusions 
into territories supposed to re-
main under the control of the rebel 
province’s government, namely the 
Hin Tagher and Khtsaberd villages. 

“The provocations of Azerbaijan 
continued today in the direction 
of the villages of Mets Shen and 
Hin Shen in the Hadrut region,” 
Armenia’s foreign ministry said in 
a statement. In another statement, 
Armenia’s defence ministry said: 
“negotiations between Armenian, 
Russian and Azerbaijani service-
men are underway to resolve the 
situation in Hadrut and ensure the 
return of the parties to their former 
positions”. Russian peacekeepers 

deployed in the conflict area have 
reported no major clashes but said 
at the weekend there had been one 
ceasefire violation. Azerbaijan’s 
State Security Service said that 
“unfounded accusations against 
the Azeri side and the Russian 
peacekeepers by some Armenian 
leaders and media” were unac-
ceptable. The Armenian foreign 
ministry said Russian forces were 
not deployed in the area where 
the clashes broke out. Reuters

We are fully supporting Pakistan in 
Generalized Scheme of Preferences 

(GSP+) status in every review
ISLAMABAD  

The Italian Ambassador to Pakistan, An-
dreas Ferrarese said here on Sunday that 
he perceived more trade potential between 
Pakistan and Italy in different sectors of 
the economy that would help evolve trade 
equilibrium between both the sides. “Both 
the sides want equilibrium and to achieve 
trade balance as currently, Pakistan had a 
trade surplus in bilateral trade with Italy as 
was observed in FY 2019-20,” the ambas-
sador said this in an interview with APP. 
Replying to a question he said Pakistan ex-
ports to Italy were US $ 731million during 
2019-20 while Pakistan’s major exports to 
Italy included textile, leather, rice, ethanol, 
including textiles articles, sets, worn cloth-
ing, Cotton ,apparel, crocheted, Cereals, 
raw hides and skins, leather, beverages, 
spirits and vinegar, Plastics, footwear and 
gaiters. The ambassador said in FY 2019-
20, Pakistan’s imports from Italy stood at  
US $ 521 million and included ships, boats, 
and other floating structures, machinery, 
pharmaceutical product, aircraft, space-
craft, electrical, electronic equipment, 
Organic chemicals, iron and steel, miscel-

laneous chemical products, optical, photo,  
technical and medical apparatus. He said 
currently, Italy was providing technical 
assistance in textiles, leather and marble 
sectors. The Ambassador, Andreas Fer-
rarese said his government prioritized to 
enhance bilateral trade between Pakistan 
and Italy to its full potential of US $ five 
billion annually in the next three years 
from current US $ 1.7 billion. He said dairy 
and livestock, olives and olive products, 
plastics, processed food and construction 
sector were the areas where Italy could 
extend its cooperation with Pakistan. The 
Pak-Italy Joint Economic Commission was 
the forum for bilateral economic engage-
ment and was expected to meet in Rome in 
the last quarter of this year. While replay-
ing about the expectation of Preferential 
Trade Agreement (PTA) between Pakistan 

and Italy, he said Italy was in European 
Union (EU) countries adding, “We are 
fully supporting Pakistan in Generalized 
Scheme of Preferences (GSP+) status in ev-
ery review.” He informed that Pakistan has 
a share of 10 percent of trade with Italy in 
the whole contribution with EU countries 
and in future both sides would extend 
more cooperation in trade and economy. 
The ambassador informed that Italy has 
become the largest contributor from the 
EU in home remittances to Pakistan. He 
said in FY 2019-20, it registered 29 percent 
growth which was far higher than our na-
tional growth in remittances. He said Paki-
stani workers contributed US $ 142.9 mil-
lion in home remittances in FY 2019-20, 
and US $ 111 million in 2018-19. He said 
Italy was the eigth largest economy of the 
world with US $ two trillion Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP). Italy has the third larg-
est economy in the European Union (EU) 
after Germany and France and Pakistan`s 
9th top export destination, he added.  He 
said Italy has the largest Pakistani diaspora 
in the EU. Ambassador Ferrarese said the 
construction for the new embassy was un-
derway and his priority task was to super-
vise the new under-construction Italian 
embassy in the diplomatic area and speed 
up the process. APP

The two sides would try to be as cre-
ative as possible but Britain could not 

compromise on key “red lines”
BRUSSELS/LONDON 

London and Brussels agreed to “go the ex-
tra mile” in coming days to try to reach an 
elusive trade agreement despite missing 
their latest deadline to avert a turbulent 
‘no deal’ exit for Britain from the European 
Union’s orbit at the end of the month. Brit-
ish Prime Minister Boris Johnson and the 
president of the EU’s executive Commis-
sion, Ursula von der Leyen had given nego-
tiators a Sunday deadline to find a way to 
resolve an impasse on arrangements that 
would guarantee Britain zero-tariff and 
zero-quota access to the EU’s single mar-
ket. On Sunday they mandated negotiators 
to continue, although Johnson sounded a 
downbeat note on prospects for a break-
through. “Despite the exhaustion after al-
most a year of negotiations, despite the fact 
that deadlines have been missed over and 
over we think it is responsible at this point 
to go the extra mile,” Johnson and von der 
Leyen said in a joint statement. Britain quit 
the EU in January but remains an informal 

member until Dec. 31 - the end of a transi-
tion period during which it has remained in 
the EU single market and customs union. 
Johnson said the two sides would try to 
be as creative as possible but Britain could 
not compromise on key “red lines”. “I’m 
afraid we’re still very far apart on some key 
things, but where there is life there’s hope,” 
he told reporters, but added trade might 
have to revert to the non-concessionary 
terms set by the World Trade Organization. 
“I’ve got to repeat the most likely thing now 
is of course that we have to get ready for 
WTO-terms,” he said. A final Brexit without 
a trade deal would damage the economies 
of Europe, send shockwaves through finan-
cial markets, snarl borders and sow chaos 
through the delicate supply chains across 
Europe and beyond. UK PM Johnson says 
on Brexit trade talks: we’re very far apart 
“Every opportunity to reach a deal is high-
ly welcome,” German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said in Berlin. The two sides have 
struggled to agree on fishing rights in Brit-
ish waters and EU demands that Britain 
face consequences if in the future it diverg-
es from the bloc’s rules for fair competi-
tion - what it calls a level playing field. APP

China-SA on-line Expo held, enabling 181 
Pakistani exhibitors start business

Kunming 
China-South Asia On-line Expo held this year, that enabled 
181 Pakistani exhibitors to start their online business, Gwa-
dar Pro reported on Sunday. According to the report, on 
December 12th, the Everlasting China-South Asia Online 
Expo 2020 kicked off. This year, free online booths were 
provided to all exhibitors.  Without the limitation of space, 
the display of commodities this year becomes more varied. 
There are also exhibitors displaying fresh seafood products, 
which were never seen on the offline expo before. Online 
expo has more potential. In the offline exhibition he cannot 
display all of his products, while the online expo gives him 
opportunities to show more,” said Farooq Ahmed, a Paki-
stani exhibitor of a clothes company. Pakistan’s Commercial 
Consuler in Beijing was making efforts to inviting more 
Pakistani exhibitors to participate.” Farooq said in an in-
terview with Gwadar Pro. The official website of the online 
expo shows that 181 Pakistani online exhibitors participate 
in the online expo. Among them, there are a lot of Pakistani 
food companies, which were uncommon in the Kunming 
expo before. Farooq hoped that the organizers will help 
the exhibitors to open the online business in China after 
the expo. “Cooperating with JD.com, we have developed 
a digital platform for this online expo with the functions 
of exhibiting, negotiating and trading,” said Zhao Ruijun, 

head of the Department of Commerce of Yunnan Province. 
“After the expo, the platform will keep providing online ser-
vices for the exhibitors, ” he added. Meanwhile, according 
to another Gwadar Pro’s report one ton of Chili seeds sent 
to Lahore，Pak-China Chili cooperation formally kicked off 
this winter. “Chilies are very important in Sichuan cuisine 
and hotpot. ”said Mahmood Akhtar, deputy consul general 
of Pakistan in Chengdu. “Pakistan’s temperature and soil 
conditions are very suitable for good quality food. Chili co-
operation is specifically suitable for Sichuan and Pakistan. 
According to Mahmood Akhtar, people were planning to 
introduce and grow chilies this year in Pakistan and then 
export to China. ” The results of our experiment in growing 
chilies in Lahore and Karachi last year were very successful, 
and the product quality was not much different from that in 
China,” said Chen Li，chairman of Sichuan Litong Food. VoM

Zulfi bukhari vows to 
bring back all Pakistanis 

imprisoned abroad

CDA to focus on better 
development of industrial 
areas in Federal Capital

NEW YORK
Pak-American Business Coun-
cil has stressed upon the im-
portance of better business 
partnership with the USA 
for boosting mutual trade 
besides boosting regional 
economic ties with Central 
Asia through Afghanistan. In 
this connection, the Found-
ing Chairman of the Coun-
cil ,  Iftikhar Ali Malik asked 
the private business sector 
of the USA to provide finan-
cial assistance to boost eco-
nomic ties with Central Asian 
states via Afghanistan. He 
said that Pakistan is working 
on the Khyber Pass Econom-
ic Corridor project for this 
purpose. He said that Paki-
stan is working on comple-
tion of foreign funded proj-
ects in different sectors, with 
an overall worth of around 
thirty billion dollars.  VoM

         Efforts regarding the repa-
triation of prisoners languishing in 

foreign jails will continue 
LAHORE

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Overseas 
Citizens and Human Resource Development Zulfikar 
Bukhari on Saturday said the government has brought 
back 8,700 Pakistanis imprisoned abroad. “I can assure 
you that our government will not forsake Pakistanis 
imprisoned abroad and we will work to bring all destitute 
and vulnerable Pakistanis whether they have committed 
a crime or not,” Bukhari said while speaking at a small 
gathering hosted by Justice Project Pakistan (JPP) to 
commemorate the upcoming International Migrants Day 
(Dec 18) and celebrate the return of 41 Pakistanis earlier 
imprisoned in Sri Lanka. The prisoners were repatriated 
under a 2004 agreement that allows eligible prisoners to 
be returned to their home countries. “It is very difficult 
to live in a foreign country without your family and we 
are doing everything possible to help out their loved 
ones back home and offer scholarships to their children,” 
Bukhari said while talking about Pakistanis working 
abroad, adding that nearly a million people have been 
sent abroad for work by the Pakistani government in the 
18 months prior to the pandemic. “This is our fundamental 
responsibility to fulfill. To ensure that our prisoners are 
not only sent back but that their issues here are looked 
after,” said Pakistan’s High Commissioner to Sri Lanka 
while addressing those attending via video link. “For all 
the prisoners who are left here, we will do our utmost 
best to help you,” he added. Former Commissioner of Sri 
Lanka’s Human Rights Commission Ambika Satkunanathan 
also addressed the gathering virtually and thanked the 
Pakistani government for extraditing the prisoners and 
returning them home. In November, 41 prisoners from 
Sri Lanka were successfully repatriated and returned to 
Pakistan, to serve out the rest of their sentences close to 
their family and friends. Earlier this year, many prisoners 
were also repatriated from countries such as Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE. Due to the spread of Covid-19 and the 
fact that prisons are a hotbed for the virus, returning 
Pakistani citizens imprisoned abroad is imperative. Due 
to the lack of a uniform consular policy, Pakistani citizens 
imprisoned abroad lack consular support and adequate 
legal representation, often suffering due process violations 
such as long periods of detention without charge or trial. 
The majority of Pakistani prisoners in foreign jails are 
arrested for non-lethal crimes such as drug trafficking, 
theft and violation of immigration laws. The event was 
also attended by foreign dignitaries, including the German 
Ambassador to Pakistan Bernhard Schalgheck, as well as 
local politicians and parliamentarians. VoM

LAHORE    
In the modern technology digital era, social media 
has become a malicious warzone front to capture 
economies, to fulfill or spread the desired narratives 
and goals against a group or any country around the 
world. British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) on 
Wednesday reported through its media outlets that 
the executive director of  an Information authentic-
ity check  system, EU DisinfoLab, Alexandre Ala-
philippe after a detailed investigation has published 
an extensive report containing details of Indian pro-
paganda and  its influence operations against Paki-
stan by using fake identities of United Nations and 
European Union and its parliament. The report has 
revealed that so far it was the ever largest fake news 
network which had so far been exposed.Revealing 
the report, Alexandre Alaphilippe  had further re-
vealed that   around 750 fake websites were being 
run from 116 country-origins, adding that to mis-
lead the world community  10 NGOs were working 
with UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC), and 550 
websites were being used to disseminate malicious  
propaganda, through fake identities (ID). Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and National Se-
curity Adviser to Prime Minister Dr Moeed Yusuf  
had urged the top world bodies in a joint press brief-
ing on Friday to take serious note of India’s evil cam-
paign by using their names against Pakistan, which 
had been recently exposed through publication of 

Indian Chronicles. India’s news agency ANI had fed 
stories based on wrong information to various in-
ternational media organizations, Qureshi exposed, 
adding that fake magazine EPtoday.com was also 
being used for disseminating the evil agenda against 
Pakistan. It is worth mentioning here that the EU 
DisinfoLab has recently issued its latest investiga-
tive report featured ‘Indian Chronicles- Subsequent 
Investigation: Deep dive into a 15 year operation 
targeting EU and UN to serve Indian interests’, re-
vealing a vast network of fake media outlets, think-
tanks and NGOs involved in abuse of international 
organizations. Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said India had launched a smear campaign 
against Pakistan, however stressed that “truth could 
not be hidden for long”. Noted defence analyst Lt 
General (R) Naeem Khalid Lodhi told APP that  sub-
versive agenda and fake attempts by the Indian me-
dia on the behest of the Pakistan obsessed Bharatiya 
Janata Party, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
designs were reflective of their  nefarious and par-
ticular mindset against Pakistan. It was needless to 
say that the Indian media’s absurd and fake claims 
regarding various ongoing social political and diplo-
matic events, continued to hit new lows, adding the 
Indian media and the Modi’s regime would be bet-
ter advised to focus on their political turmoil, farm-
er’s protests and unrest currently going on in India. 

It may be mentioned here that the Foreign Office 
(FO) spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri during 
his weekly media briefing had already exposed the 
evil design propaganda and fabricated news reports 
of Indian media regarding Saudi Arabia’s participa-
tion and role in the assessment of Pakistan’s FATF 
action plan, which were being maliciously propa-
gated. “Pakistan and Saudi Arabia’s strong frater-
nal ties are an example for the whole world as the 
both countries enjoy unprecedented ties and have 
always cooperated with each other on all matters of 
political, bilateral, regional, and of international im-
portance, “the spokesperson had asserted. Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) sources told 
APP that recently the authority had approached 
the ‘Twitter’ administration to ask them to take 
serious and immediate action against fake Indian 
social media accounts spreading false information 
and malicious propaganda against Pakistan.  In the 
wake of the current false and absurd campaign tar-
geting Pakistan to mislead the people by spreading 
fake and baseless information, the authority had 
also stressed upon the Twitter administration to 
effectively block Indian handles, involved in the mis-
leading propaganda against Pakistan, its institutions 
and other global forums. Former Human Rights’ 
Commission of Pakistan ( HRCP) chairperson Dr. 
Mehdi Hasan called upon the United Nations.VoM

 Analysts urged UN, EU to investigate Indian evil-narrative 
against Pakistan

The subversive attempts by the Indian media on the behest of the obsessed with RSS designs

Italian Ambassador States, Italy sees promising 
trade potential in Pakistan

Leaders to push Brexit trade negotia-
tions beyond deadline

Pak-China exploring avenues of economic 
partnership 

Pak-US Business 
Council urges enhanced 

partnership           

CDA initiates development 
work at Park Enclave

ISLAMABAD
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) on Saturday urged that Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) for taking measures to 
address all issues of the industrial areas of Islam-
abad on priority basis. It would help in promoting 
industrial activities and improving the regional 
economy, said Fatma Azim, Acting President ICCI. 
She said the industrial areas in Islamabad includ-
ing I-9, I-10 and Kahuta Industrial Triangle are 
playing very important role in the development 
of the local economy by promoting industrial ac-
tivities and exports. But these areas were facing 
multiple problems due to the lack of focus from 
CDA for their better development, she added. She 
said that CDA has not done the required develop-
ment work in these industrial areas for the last 
many years due to which infrastructure has de-
teriorated significantly and promoting industrial 
activities is becoming more difficult. Fatma Azim 
said many roads in industrial areas of Islamabad 
were broken which makes it difficult for the 
heavy duty vehicles to ensure timely supply and 
delivery of goods to industries. The broken roads 
often cause the vehicles to break down causing 
heavy losses to them. She said the industrial areas 
of Islamabad are boosting production activities, 
increasing exports and providing employment to 
thousands of people, therefore, CDA should pay 
special attention to the better development of 
these industrial areas. The acting president said 
businesses and industries were already facing 
great problems due to Covid-19 pandemic while 
CDA and MCI have made manifold increases in 
property taxes and water charges on industrial 
plots, which has also increased the production 
cost. She also demanded to reduce property tax 
to the previous level in order to provide badly 
needed relief to the business community in these 
tough times. Abdul Rehman Khan, Vice Presi-
dent, ICCI said a bridge over the Nullah in Street 
No. 1 in I-9 sector was broken since long causing 
accidents and great losses to vehicles. He de-
manded to repair the broken bridge on an urgent 
basis to redress problems industries and com-
muters. He further said that a bridge was needed 
at Nullah Lai to provide easy access to I-10/3 
market and urged that CDA to construct the said 
bridge as soon as possible. He also urged the CDA 
to restore all faulty street lights in industrial ar-
eas in Islamabad and new street lights should 
be installed where they are not available. VoM

Armenia, Azerbaijan blame each other for deadly 
post-ceasefire clashes




