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Today’s parade is sending the 
message that we are a peaceful 

people but we will never be 
oblivious of our defense.

Presiden Pakistan

Arif Alvi

EU is renewing its commitment to better 
future for Pakistan: EU Ambassador

China held India totally responsible for current mili-
tary standoff on LAC 

The Asian Telegraph

FO summons senior 
Indian diplomat to 

register protest over 
ceasefire violation

LAHORE
Foreign Office today summoned a senior In-
dian diplomat to register Pakistan’s strong 
protest over ceasefire violations by the In-
dian occupation forces along the Line of Con-
trol on Wednesday. In a statement, Foreign 
Office Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri 
said one innocent civilian sustained serious-
ly injuries in the indiscriminate and unpro-
voked firing by the Indian occupation forces 
in Tatta Pani Sector. He said the Indian occu-
pation forces along the LoC and the Working 
Boundary have been continuously targeting 
civilian populated areas with artillery fire, 
heavy-caliber mortars and automatic weap-
ons. This year, he said, India has committed 
2940 ceasefire violations to date, resulting in 
27 shahadats and serious injuries to 247 in-
nocent civilians. Condemning the deplorable 
targeting of innocent civilians by the Indian 
occupation forces, it was underscored that 
such senseless acts are in clear violation of 
the 2003 Ceasefire Understanding, and are 
also against all established humanitarian 
norms and professional military conduct. 
The Spokesperson said these egregious vio-
lations of international law reflect consistent 
Indian attempts to escalate the situation 
along the LoC and are a threat to regional 
peace and security. VoM

Oil set for weekly gain amid virus vaccine progress
Promising vaccine trials 

helped lift gloom over record 
rises in new Covid infections

Bureau Reporter
LONDON

Oil prices eased on Friday, but were 
set for a sixth week of gains as progress 
towards novel coronavirus vaccination 
programmes fed hopes that demand for 
fuel would rebound next year. Brent was 
down $0.18, or 0.4%, at $50.07 a barrel 
at 1242 GMT, after rising above $51 a 
barrel on Thursday to an early-March 
high. US oil was down $0.12, or 0.3%, at 
$46.66 a barrel, having risen almost 3% 
in the previous session. Promising vac-
cine trials have helped lift some gloom 
over record increases in the number of 
new coronavirus infections and deaths 
around the world. Britain began inocu-
lations this week and the United States 
could start vaccinations as early as 
the coming weekend, while Canada on 
Wednesday approved its first vaccine 
with initial shots due from next week. 
“The vaccine optimism ... seems to con-
tinue unscathed due to the back-to-back 
approvals vaccines are getting and the 

quicker-than-previously-thought rollout 
of the first campaigns in key markets,” 
Rystad Energy analyst Paola Rodriguez-
Masiu said. Outside advisers for the US 
Food and Drug Administration have 
voted to endorse emergency use of 
Pfizer’s vaccine, paving the way for the 
agency to authorise its use to inocu-
late a nation that has lost more than 
285,000 lives to Covid-19. A big jump 
in US crude stockpiles last week served 
as a reminder that there is still plenty 
of supply available, but it was all but ig-
nored as bulls ran through the market 

this week. “The long-awaited rollout 
of vaccination programmes provided 
ample bullish fodder in the face of ris-
ing US oil inventories,” brokerage PVM’s 
Stephen Brennock said. A fall in world 
shares as markets confronted the risk 
of Britain leaving the European Union 
without a trade deal weighed on sen-
timent. “The probability of no deal is 
higher than of a deal,” an EU official, 
who declined to be identified, quoted 
the head of the European Commission 
Ursula von der Leyen as saying on 
Friday.

EU to donate euro 58 mln 
to address water scarcity for 

Balochistan
ISLAMABAD

The European Union on Friday announced 
to provide Euro 58 million to support the 
Government of Balochistan in its efforts to ad-
dress water scarcity and improve access and 
quality of primary and middle-level education 
in the province. The announcement follows 
the signing of two new financing agree-
ments by Secretary, Ministry of Economic 
Affairs Noor Ahmed and Ambassador of 
the European Union to Pakistan Androulla 
Kaminara. EU Ambassador Androulla 
Kaminara while talking to APP said, “These 
new programmes are the result of a sus-
tained collaboration between the European 
Union, the Government of Balochistan, and 
the Ministry of Economic Affairs to tackle 
the substantial development challenges in 
the province and unleash its potential.” She 
reiterated commitment of European Union 
to broaden and deepen the development co-
operation with Pakistan, and to launch next 
Multi-annual Indicative Programme 2021-27 
which will primarily be focused on priorities 
of the Government of Pakistan. EU envoy 
said that Balochistan is one of the regions of 
Pakistan at greater risk from climate change, 
which threatens livelihoods. Ambassador of 

the European Union to Pakistan Androulla 
Kaminara and Secretary, Ministry of Economic 
Affairs Noor Ahmed signed two new financing 
agreements for Baluchistan here on Friday. 
The EU is renewing its commitment to help-
ing children, especially the most vulnerable, 
to receive an education and be able to follow 
their dreams, contributing to a better future 
for Pakistan.” She disclosed that the five-year 
Euro 40 Million programme on water govern-
ance – to be implemented from 2021 – will 
contribute to the transition in the arid regions 
of Balochistan towards sustainable, low water 
intensive agricultural and livestock farming 
systems. The support will include incentives 
for farmers to use water more efficiently and 
unleash the potential of livestock by support-
ing sustainable range lands management, 
with a special focus on the most vulnerable 
groups, she added. The funding will not only 
contribute to improved productivity by mak-
ing better use of scarce water resources, but 
also help improve groundwater recharge in 
the medium to long-term. It will also focus 
on strengthening public extension services 
to ensure farmers receive appropriate sup-
port on water for agriculture and livestock. 
The programme will be implemented by the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations (FAO) in collaboration with 
local partners. VoM

Pakistan calls for 
upholding rights of people 

in occupied Kashmir, 
Palestine

Pak advocates universal respect for 
all human rights based on the prin-

ciples of impartiality, objectivity 
UNITED NATIONS

Marking Human Rights Day, Pakistan has high-
lighted the sufferings of people of Kashmir and 
Palestine living under occupation, and urged the 
world community to uphold their rights. “From 
Palestine to Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, millions of people continue to face the 
worst abuses of human rights daily,” Ambassador 
Munir Akram said in a statement commemorating 
the Day, which is observed worldwide on Decem-
ber 10. “These atrocities are well-documented 
and constitute flagrant violations of all interna-
tional human rights,” he said. “The international 
community cannot remain oblivious of its politi-
cal, legal and moral obligations towards the peo-
ple of Kashmir and Palestine.” Human Rights Day 
commemorates the UN General Assembly’s adop-
tion of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
on (UDHR) 10 December 1948. “The UDHR’s cen-
tral premise is that the dignity of men and women 
is inviolable in all cases,” Ambassador Akram said, 
adding, “it is especially true in situations where 
deliberate restrictions are placed to curb the en-
joyment of fundamental rights.” “As we celebrate 
Human Rights Day,” he said. “We should not forget 
those unfortunate people who are forced to live 
under subjugation even in this day and age.” The 
Pakistani envoy said that the coronavirus pan-
demic has shown that the rights to life, healthy liv-
ing and development are interconnected. “We will 
not be able to build back better unless we address 
systemic discrimination and inequalities that de-
fine our world.” “In line with the spirit of UDHR,” 
he said, “Pakistan has always advocated universal 
respect for all human rights for all peoples, based 
on the principles of impartiality, objectivity and 
non-selectivity.”VoM

Pakistan welcomes the recent agree-
ment reached on rules and procedures 

by the Afghan parties in Doha 
KABUL

Pakistan and Afghanistan are linked by the unbreakable 
bonds of geography, history, culture, ethnicity and faith. Our 
destinies are intertwined. Afghanistan has endured endless 
conflict and suffering for the past 40 years. We have shared 
their trials and tribulations. We hope to share their joy 
when peace returns to Afghanistan. A peaceful and stable 
Afghanistan is indispensable for peace and stability in the 
region and beyond. Prime Minister Imran Khan has con-
sistently maintained that the conflict in Afghanistan can be 
ended, not by military force, but through a political settle-
ment involving the full spectrum of Afghanistan’s political 
landscape. We are gratified that this now reflects the interna-
tional consensus. To help turn this consensus into reality, and 
as a shared responsibility, Pakistan has facilitated the Afghan 
peace and reconciliation process. The commencement of the 
Intra Afghan negotiations in Doha on 12 September 2020 
has re-kindled hope for peace through a comprehensive 
political settlement. It is only through an Afghan-led and 
Afghan-owned peace process that a comprehensive, inclusive 
negotiated political settlement can be achieved. Arriving at 
this inflection point has been an accomplishment, and this 
success belongs, first and foremost, to the Afghans. Pakistan 
has walked with the international community and our Afghan 
brothers and sisters on the path to peace, encouraging reduc-
tion in violence and urging dialogue and negotiations. The 

commencement of Intra-Afghan Negotiations is the outcome 
of our combined efforts. 2It is now for the Afghan leaders to 
seize this historic opportunity, work together constructively, 
and secure an inclusive, broad-based and comprehensive po-
litical settlement. It is the Afghans who must be the masters 
of their destiny, and decide their own future, without out-
side influence or interference. Pakistan welcomes the recent 
agreement reached on rules and procedures by the Afghan 
parties in Doha. The agreement reflects a common resolve 
of the Afghan parties to secure a negotiated settlement. It 
is a significant step towards a successful outcome of Intra-
Afghan Negotiations. Pakistan will continue to support the 
Intra-Afghan Negotiations and looks forward to an inclusive, 
broad-based and comprehensive political solution paving 
the way for a peaceful, stable and prosperous Afghanistan. 
Afghanistan’s neighbors, and the international community, 
must respect the will of the Afghan people expressed through 
these Afghan-led and Afghan-owned negotiations. Spoilers, 
from within or without. VoM

Pakistan reiterates its commitment for peace, 
rehabilitation of Afghanistan: Munir Akram

China believed that both 
countries should find fair, 

reasonable and mutually ac-
ceptable solutions

BEIJING
A Chinese Foreign Ministry’s 

Spokesperson on Thursday reiterated 
that the India side was totally respon-
sible for the current standoff between 
the troops of two countries on the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC). “The merits 
of the situation at the border area are 
very clear and the responsibility totally 
lies with the Indian side,” Hua Chunying 
said in response to remarks of Indian 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
about China-India border situation, dur-
ing her regular briefing held here. She 
dismissed Indian accusation that China 
had violated multiple agreements signed 
between the two sides and made it clear 
that the Chinese side had been strictly ob-
serving the agreements signed between 
the two sides and committed to resolving 
the border issue through dialogue. “We 
are committed to safeguarding regional 
peace and tranquillity at border areas,” 
she added. Hua Chunying said that in 

the meantime, the Chinese side was de-
termined in safeguarding its territorial 
sovereignty, adding, “We hope India can 
work with us and contribute to solidarity, 
cooperation and common development.” 
To yet another question, she said, “About 
the border issue like I said the situation 
happened at the border area the merits 
of it are very clear Said that China had 
been observing strictly the agreements 
between the two sides and committed 
to resolving the border issue through 
dialogue and safeguarding peace and 
traquility at the border area. “But like 
all sovereign states we are determined 
in safeguarding our territorial integrity. 
So on the Indian side, I think this is a se-
rious question on what it should reflect 
upon. There are challenges in bilateral 
relations but China’s position and policy 
on India hasn’t changed,” she added. Hua 

Chunying observed that China and India 
were neighbors and the world’s two 
biggest emerging markets and keeping 
good relations served the fundamental 
interests of both countries and its peo-
ple but it required common efforts from 
both sides. “As two major countries and 
emerging markets keeping good relations 
serves the fundamental interests of both 
and we will stay committed to safeguard-
ing the peace and tranquillity in the bor-
der area,” she said. She said that on the 
historical issues, China believed that both 
countries should find fair, reasonable and 
mutually acceptable solutions based on 
equal footed consultation and put it on 
the proper position in our bilateral rela-
tions.  “We hope we can reach consensus 
properly manage differences, enhance 
practical cooperation and bring our bi-
lateral relations back on the right,” she 
added. The Chinese and Indian soldiers 
had engaged in the most serious border 
clashes since they fought a war in 1962, 
leaving as many as 20 Indian soldiers 
dead during a fight in June. China held 
India responsible for the incidents, call-
ing the actions by Indian border troops 
“infringing and provocative.” Xinhua

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Friday stressed the 
need for taking measures on priority basis to help 
reach the benefits of economic stability to common 
the common man.The Prime Minister expressed 
these views while chairing a meeting of his economic 
team that included Federal Minister for Finance Ab-
dul Hafeez Sheikh, Advisers Abdul Razzaq Dawood, 
Dr. Ishrat Hussain, Special Assistants Nadeem Babar 
and Waqar Masood besides senior officers. The Prime 
Minister was given a detailed briefing on improving 
economic situation of the country. The Prime Min-
ister was informed that in the current financial year 
witnessed a surplus in primary balance, five percent 
increase in revenues of Federal Board of Revenue, 
current account surplus of $1.2 billion, 27 percent 
increase in foreign remittances and 9.1 percent in-
crease in foreign direct investment. Also, an increase 
was noted in reserves of State Bank of Pakistan to 
$13.4 billion and significant boost in production of 
automobiles and fertilizer industries. The meeting 
was also informed that due to smart lockdown pol-
icy during the first wave of coronavirus pandemic, 
the country suffered less damage compared to the 
world. Prime Minister Imran Khan has underlined 

the need for protection and preservation of environ-
ment of tourist spots in the country. He was address-
ing a ceremony in Islamabad today after witnessing 
an agreement signing between Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government and World Bank for ECO Tourism. The 
Prime Minister emphasized that the model of de-
velopment of tourist resorts should benefit the local 
population and provides livelihood opportunities to 
them. He said it will made our tourism sector sustain-
able and help in preserving the tourist spots. Imran 
Khan said unplanned tourism has badly affected our 
tourist spots such as Murree, Naraan and Nathia Gali. 
He said the initiative taken by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government today which involves Waste Collection, 
Management and Recycling activities will go a long 
way in protecting our picturesque sites. The Prime 
Minister expressed satisfaction that domestic tour-
ism has reached record levels in the country. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has said that highlighting the is-
sue of Islamophobia and the sensitivity with regards 
to sanctity of Holy Prophet Hazrat Muhammad Sal-
lallaho Alaihe Wa Sallam Khatim un Nabiyeen at the 
international level is a real service of Islam. He was 
talking to Special Representative on Inter-religious 
Harmony Hafiz Muhammad Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi 

who called on him in Islamabad today (Friday). The 
Prime Minister said the followers of all religions 
in Pakistan enjoy equal rights. They also discussed 
matters pertaining to the involvement of religious 
scholars in the awareness campaign against Cov-
id-19. Today the Prime Minister Imran Khan has also 
reshuffled its cabinet with a newly assigned role to 
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed as Interior Minister. Accord-
ing to Prime Minister Office, the portfolio of Finance 
Minister has been given to Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh 
while Azam Khan Sawati appointed as Railways Min-
ister and Brigadier Retired Ijaz Ahmad Shah as Min-
ister for Narcotics Control. Interior Minister Sheikh 
Rasheed Ahmad has expressed the determination to 
make efforts to improve overall law and order situa-
tion in the country. Addressing his maiden news con-
ference in Islamabad today after assuming the charge 
of interior ministry, he vowed to introduce modern 
border management system, provide passport facili-
ties to the poor and bring improvement in the matters 
of immigration. The Interior Minister said Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan will succeed in its mission to steer 
the country out of all challenges. He said rule of law 
and constitution will be ensured in the country and 
we are committed to fight money laundering. VoM

PM urges facilitating masses with benefits of economic stability
PM underscores for protection, preservation of tourist spots in country

Multilateral economic 
partnership further 

consolidated Pak-China 
ties: FM 

China and Pakistan are all-weather 
strategic cooperative partners

BEIJING
China and Pakistan are all-weather strategic co-
operative partners and the bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries have become even stron-
ger in economic and trade development, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson, Hua Chunying 
said on Friday. “China and Pakistan are all-weather 
strategic cooperative partners. The bilateral rela-
tions have become even stronger in economic and 
trade development. In particular, CPEC, the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor, as an important 
pilot project of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
cooperation and a flagship for bilateral coopera-
tion, has registered new progress in its building 
and generated more and more social benefits, she 
added. Hua Chunying said that the Chinese side 
stood ready to work together with Pakistan to ad-
vance cooperation in Belt and Road initiative, fa-
cilitate the high-quality building of CPEC, enhance 
policy communication, connectivity, trade, invest-
ment, and people-to-people exchanges for both 
sides in all sectors, so as to jointly achieve greater 
development and bring more benefits to the two 
peoples. According to statistics, the exports from 
Pakistan to China have increased by 30 percent 
month on month in November 2020, improving 
trade balance between the two countries. Under 
the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) Phase-II signed 
between the two countries, China has expanding 
more market access to Pakistani products. China 
has also organized a number of trade promo-
tion activities for Pakistani products. Recently, 
Pakistan was invited to participate as a special 
cooperation partner country in China-ASEAN 
Expo held in Nanning, Guangxi Autonomous Re-
gion of China wherein Pakistan Pavilion was set 
up to promote Pakistani goods. Earlier, Pakistan 
also attended the China International Import 
Expo (CIIE) in Shanghai last month. A number of 
Pakistani businessmen and traders showcased 
precious stones, handicrafts and furniture.  VoM
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Indian propaganda against 
Pakistan and China                       

EU DisinfoLab- an independent EU organization revealed the 
undeniable facts vis-a-vis Indian propaganda campaign from the 
past fifteen years against Pakistan and China. The entire network 
is designed for spreading a global propaganda campaign, that is 
part of the Indian fifth-generation Hybrid 5GW against Pakistan. 
The Indian Chronicles network is a perfect illustration of the 

ABCD disinformation framework. The comprehensive document entails 
Indian chronicles details of systematic disinformation. New Delhi-based 
media outlets- New Daily Times, IINS, and Srivastava group,  Since the 
year 2005,  proactively engaged in pitching propaganda in  116 countries 
through 750 fake media outlets. Likewise, it holds control of 10 different 
NGOs accredited to the UN rights council. Furthermore, more than 550 fake 
persons registering a domain name involved spreading misinformation 
across the world. Those operatives also mobilize for demonstration in front 
of the UNHCR. Likewise, in Brussels, it promotes lobbying through fake 
delegations. The detailed revelation exposed the nefarious Indian designs 
to dente the image of Pakistan and its strategic partner China in front of the 
entire world. It also validates Pakistan’s rhetoric of Indian engagement in 
propaganda warfare involvement over the years. Both China and Pakistan 
must engage to further investigate the provided information and it should 
be further highlighted in print, electronic and social media all across the 
world to project Indian deceitful policy measures and its turbulent behavior 
that hampers regional peace and stability. It is pertinent to highlight that 
if this revelation went unchecked, it may further the policy makers in 
Delhi to pursue the targeted goals. Inclusive and coherent policy should 
be formulated in terms of legal actions against the India. Since, China is 
also being targeted therefore both states can collectively purse the counter 
strategy to hold India accountable for its noxious policy impediments. 

Virtual learning and 
Covid-19                      

Coronavirus, an unexpected pandemic, would never have 
been anticipated. In any case, the ways to control, fight, 
and destructing this enormous infection have unmistakably 
mirrored the strength of a country. The developing nations 
like Pakistan need to endeavor truly difficult to adapt to the 
impacts of the pandemic, which has left the health sector to 

disintegrate. Apart from the difficulties faced by other sectors of the 
state, another major affected sector for Pakistan remains the educational 
sector. Parents who have been educating their kids for the last six or 
seven months are currently urgently praying to God for the pandemic 
to settle so their wards can go to their separate schools and attend 
classes in person. Online classes-a substitute for regular tutoring has 
gotten its movement with its pros and cons. The pros include ease for 
the students to remotely attend their respective classes with a laptop 
and a stable internet connection without the rush to reach classes on 
time or missing attendance due to late arrival. It brings flexibility in 
schedules. Sometimes students think that it’s difficult to get to authentic 
study material even if they are looking for outside assistance like 
academies or home tuition. Online schooling platforms can help them 
in such a manner. They give a total self-study pack that can assist them 
with their exam preparation as well.The cons of virtual learning are 
various, ranging from no electricity to connectivity issues through the 
internet. A lot of areas in Pakistan lack a proper internet connection, 
therefore students have to travel far from their homes to reach signals 
and attend their virtual sessions like students in Gilgit Baltistan and 
the mountainous regions of Baluchistan. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

 The democratic aspect of the British history

Great Britain is the island which is 
made up of England, Scotland and 
Wales. Britain’s history has been 
directlyassociated with the sea. 
Until modern times it was as easy to 
travel across water as it was across 

land where roads were frequently unusable. At 
moments of great hazard Britain has been saved 
from danger by its surrounding seas. The history 
of Britain and its strong national sense have been 
shaped by the sea but it has not always been an 
island.  The ice age and later the warmer times 
along with the evidences of human life are few of 
the evident examples.  The henge civilization and 
later the celts migrated to this region. Celts proved 
to be more advanced in their living and livelihood. 
The name “Britain” comes from the word “Pretani 
“, the G reco-Rornan word for the inhabitants of 
Britain. The Romans mispronounced the word 
and called the island “Britannia”. The reason 
behind mentioning this particular point here was 
to mention the invasion of Romans by defeating 
celts. Julius Caesar first came to Britain in 55 BC, 
but it was not until almost a century later, in AD 
43, that a Roman army actually occupied Britain. 

The wealth and the suitable weather as well as 
a peaceful society were few of the temptations 
for the invaders. After Romans, Saxons invaded 
this region. The Anglo-Saxons established a 
number of kingdoms, some of which still exist in 
county or regional names to this day: Essex (East 
Saxons), Sussex (South Saxons), Wessex(West 
Saxons), Middlesex (probably a kingdom of 
Middle Saxons), and East Anglia (East Angles). 
They also created several institutions which laid 
foundation of a strong Britain. Vikings were the 
new raiders to Britain at the end of the eight 
century. By 875 only King Alfred in the west of 
Wessex held out against the Vikings, who had 
already taken most of England. By 950 England 
seemed to be an attractive wealthy heaven after 
the Viking invasion, but it all proved to be a start 
for other invasion as Danish Vikings started 
raiding westwards. Ethelrcd, the Saxon king, 
decided to ray the Vikings so to keep them at a 
distance. He introduced the tax system in order 
to gather money. It was the commencement of 
a regular tax system. At the time of the death 
of king Erhelred,Danish Vikings were having a 
visible control over England or should say most 
of the area. Cnut was the next King and after his 
death Edward, known as “the Confessor” became 
the King of this region. Edward died in 1066 
and after his death there was no such obvious 
heir. Therefore,Haroldwas chosen to bethe next 
king of England. He had no royal blood, but he 
seemed a good choice for the throne of England. 
Unfortunately his throne was soon challenged by 
the Duke William of Normandy. It was the start of 
the Norman era in Britain. Wales at that time was 

house of celts as they were kept out of the England. 
In 1039 Gruffyddap (son of) Llewelyn was the first 
Welsh high king.In 1215, King John had to sign 
an agreement as he became unpopular among 
the masses. This new agreementwas known as 
“Magna Carta”.The single most imperative fact in 
understanding the nature of the British political 
system is the fundamental continuity of that 
system. The whole voyage clearly indicated the 
moments of uncertainty along with the evident 
success. Disappointments remained part of the 
struggle but with the surge of courage to fight for 
the rights of people and against the feudalism. The 
supremacy of the parliament came after a long 
and hard struggle which eventually earned the 
emblem of democracy for the Britain, indeed an 
honor for their people and an exemplary evidence 
for other nations to follow.   

Britney and Backstreet Boys Drop New Collab ‘Matches’: Listen!
LONDON

The collaboration we had been wanting 
is f inally here! Britney Spears released 
“Matches” featuring the Backstreet Boys on 
Thursday night. The song is featured on the 
deluxe version of her album Glory.“’Matches’ 
featuring my fr iends @backstreetboys 
is  out now!!!!”  Spears tweeted.  “I ’m so 
excited to hear what  you think about 
our song together!!!!  You can also listen 
to Glory Deluxe everywhere now!”BSB 
also shared the song, tweeting,  “What a 
GLORIOUS day it  is . . .  we’ve been asked 
about the possibility of a collab like this 
for the past 20 years and today is the day!! 
#BritneyXBackstreet is finally here!” The 
electro-pop track begins with A.J.  McLean 
singing, “I taste you in the air/Your energy 
everywhere/Oh, it’s borderline unfair/You 
know, I can see ‘em prayin’ it , screamin’ my 
name, oh.”Nick Carter then continues, “And 
if it’s up to me (I)/I need you in between 
(My)/In my Egyptian sheets/You know, I 
can see ‘em prayin,’ think you feel the same, 
oh.”“Matches” is produced by Mike Wise and 
Ian Kirkpatrick. Fans first got news of the 
collaboration a week ago when the track list 
for the Glory re-release circulated online 
and revealed a track with the five singers.
Last week, Spears also released “Swimming 
in the Stars,” which is featured on the LP, 
which originally dropped in 2016.This is 
Backstreet Boys first single since 2019’s 
“No Place,” which was featured on their 

ninth studio album, DNA. It debuted at No. 
1 on the US Billboard 200, becoming the 

group’s third No. 1 album there and the first 
since Black & Blue in 2000.

For 30th Anniversary, Hubble Releases Images of 
30 Celestial Gems

LONDON
All of these celestial objects belong to a 

collection known to amateur astronomers 
as the Caldwell catalog. Compiled by 
British amateur astronomer and science 
communicator Sir Patrick Caldwell-
Moore, the catalog was published by Sky 
& Telescope magazine 25 years ago, in 
December 1995. It was inspired by the 
Messier catalog, assembled by French 
comet-hunter Charles Messier, which 
includes 110 relatively bright but fuzzy 
objects in the skies of the Northern 
Hemisphere that could accidentally be 
mistaken for comets. Caldwell’s catalog 
highlights 109 galaxies, star clusters, and 
nebulae that are not included in Messier’s 
catalog but are also bright enough to be 
seen by amateur astronomers. In addition, 
the Caldwell objects are split between the 
northern and southern hemisphere skies, 
providing interesting targets to pursue for 
amateur astronomers around the world.
This newly released collection of more 
than 50 Hubble images feature 30 objects 
in the Caldwell catalog. (Some of these 
30 Caldwell objects appear in more than 
one new Hubble image.) These images 
have been taken by Hubble throughout its 
career and used for scientific research or for 

engineering tests, but NASA had not fully 
processed the images for public release 
until now.Because of Hubble’s detailed field 
of view, some of its pictures do not capture 
the entirety of a Caldwell object, sometimes 
instead zooming in on clusters of young 
stars in the arms of a spiral galaxy, stars 
on the outskirts of a cluster, or the zombie 
star at the heart of a nebula. But in other 
cases, a mosaic of Hubble observations 
assemble to create a complete or nearly 
complete portrait of the celestial marvel.
These new images join Hubble’s existing 
gallery of Caldwell objects, first published 
in December 2019. Hubble’s collection now 
includes 87 of the 109 Caldwell objects. For 
each listing in Hubble’s Caldwell catalog, a 
basic star chart shows observers when and 
where they can find that object in the night 
sky, and a description suggests what type of 
observing equipment can be used to view it. 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Virgin Atlantic touched down in Islamabad from 
Manchester on 11th December for the first time. The airline 
follows this up with new routes departing from Islamabad 
to London Heathrow on 13th December and departing 
from Lahore to London Heathrow on 14th December. 
UK is home to the largest Pakistani diaspora community in 
the world, with around 1.6 million people. The new Virgin 
Atlantic services will provide vital connectivity for friends 
and relatives visiting family and loved ones,in addition to 
serving growing demand for business and leisure travel 
Virgin Atlantic will operate the state of the artBoeing 
787-9Dreamliner aircraft on all routes from Pakistan, 
offering the airline’s Upper Class, Premium and 
Economy cabins.  Passengers can take advantage of 
over 1,000 hours of in-flight entertainment, which 
includes a selection of Urdu films and TV programmes.  
Virgin Atlantic will offer Halal food options for 
customers along with its award-winning service. 
Virgin Atlantic will offer seamless connectivity 

via London Heathrow to North America, offering 
speedy connections to destinations such as New 
York JFK, Boston and Los Angeles. Virgin Atlantic 
will also offer onward connectivity alongside its 
transatlantic joint venture partner Delta Airlines to 
more than 200 destinations within North America.  
As well as transporting customers, Virgin Atlantic will 
offer a fast, efficient cargo service. This will enablegrowing 
trade volumes between exporters and importers in 
both the UK and Pakistan. The UK is the largest export 
market for Pakistan in Europe, transporting high volumes 
of goods such as textiles, apparel and machinery. 
Passenger safety is Virgin Atlantic’s number one 
priority and the airline has implemented a ‘Fly Safe, Fly 
Well’ programme during the Covid-19 pandemic. Alex 
McEwan, Country Manager – South Asia at Virgin Atlantic, 
commented;“We are thrilled to bring our award-winning 
service to customers in Pakistan. We are confident that 
passengers will love flying with us on our cutting-edge 
Boeing 787 Dreamliner to London Heathrow, Manchester 
and beyond to North America. Our services will promote 

trade and provide vital connectivity between UK and 
Pakistan, enhancing already close ties. It has been a 
monumental effort to enable our set up in Pakistan, 
and I would like to thank the British High Commission 
and the Pakistan authorities for their unwavering 
support’.Dr Christian Turner, British High Commissioner 
Islamabad, Pakistan, commented;“Virgin Atlantic’s 
arrival in Pakistan for the first time is a historic moment. 
Our 1.6 million strong Pakistani diaspora in the UK is at 
the heart of our ties. 18 months ago we had no British 
airlines flying in Pakistan; today we have over 20 direct 
flights a week to both Islamabad and Lahore. This is a 
sign of confidence in Pakistan and will improve people 
to people links and boost trade. Followed by the change 
in travel advice and return of England cricket team to 
Pakistan, it further shows #UKPakDosti.” To ensure the 
health and safety of customers and crew, Virgin Atlantic 
is implementing additional measures to offer peace of 
mind in the airport and when taking to the skies. These 
include enhanced and thorough  cleaning practices at 
check in, boarding gates and onboard including the use 

of electrostatic spraying of high-grade disinfectant in all 
cabins and lavatories before every flight, ensuring no 
surface is left untouched.

Virgin Atlantic Touches Down In Islamabad From Manchester, Launching London Heathrow Service To 
Islamabad And Lahore In Coming Days
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A merican oil tycoon Armand 
Hammer pays $5,126,000 at 
auction for a notebook containing 
writings by the legendary 
artist Leonardo da Vinci.The 
manuscript, written around 

1508, was one of some 30 similar books da Vinci 
produced during his lifetime on a variety of 
subjects. It contained 72 loose pages featuring 
some 300 notes and detailed drawings, all relating 
to the common theme of water and how it moved. 
Experts have said that da Vinci drew on it to paint 
the background of his masterwork, the Mona 
Lisa. The text, written in brown ink and chalk, 
read from right to left, an example of da Vinci’s 
favored mirror-writing technique. The painter 
Giuseppi Ghezzi discovered the notebook in 1690 
in a chest of papers belonging to Guglielmo della 
Porto, a 16th-century Milanese sculptor who had 
studied Leonardo’s work. In 1717, Thomas Coke, 
the first earl of Leicester, bought the manuscript 
and installed it among his impressive collection 
of art at his family estate in England. More than 
two centuries later, the notebook—by now 
known as the Leicester Codex—showed up on the 
auction block at Christie’s in London when the 

current Lord Coke was forced to sell it to cover 
inheritance taxes on the estate and art collection. 
In the days before the sale, art experts and the 
press speculated that the notebook would go for 
$7 to $20 million. In fact, the bidding started at 
$1.4 million and lasted less than two minutes, as 
Hammer and at least two or three other bidders 
competed to raise the price $100,000 at a time. 
The $5.12 million price tag was the highest ever 

paid for a manuscript at that time; a copy of the 
legendary Gutenberg Bible had gone for only $2 
million in 1978. “I’m very happy with the price. I 
expected to pay more,” Hammer said later. “There 
is no work of art in the world I wanted more than 
this.” Lord Coke, on the other hand, was only 
“reasonably happy” with the sale; he claimed the 
proceeds would not be sufficient to cover the 
taxes he owed.

Da Vinci notebook sells for over $5M
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Sweden’s Prince and 
wife expecting 3rd child

NEWYORK
Sweden’s Prince Carl Philip and Princess Sofia 
said Friday they are expecting their third 
child.The prince, son of Sweden’s King Carl 
XVI Gustaf and fifth in the line of succession, 
and his wife said they are “happy and excited, 
and looking forward to welcoming our third 
child.”The royal household said Sofia is doing 
well and the birth is expected for March-April.
The 37-year-old prince wed Sofia Hellqvist, 
now 36, in June 2015. They said the “new 
little member of our family” would be a 
sibling to their sons, Prince Alexander and 
Prince Gabriel.The king is Sweden’s head of 
state, but his duties are ceremonial and he 
holds no political power.The royal family is 
hugely popular in Sweden and the monarchy 
enjoys widespread support despite the 
egalitarianism that otherwise characterizes 
society in the Nordic country.VoM

Jennifer pays sweet tribute 
to her fiance and family

EW YORK
Jennifer Lopez paid a gushing tribute to her 
fiance Alex Rodriguez and their “four beautiful 
kids” as she accepted the Icon Award at the 2020 
Billboard Women in Music event.The 51-year-
old actress-and-singer followed in the footsteps 
of the likes of Alanis Morissette, Cyndi Lauper 
and Mary J. Blige in being honoured with the 
prestigious accolade, and in her acceptance 
speech she thanked everyone who has made her 
who she is today, including her mom, her family 
and even her ex-husband Marc Anthony.The 
‘Waiting For Tonight’ hitmaker was introduced 
at the virtual event on Thursday night (10.12.20) 
by her ‘Marry Me’ co-star Maluma, who hailed 
Jennifer as his “iconic friend”.He said: “Jennifer, 
the world admires your compassion, resilience 
and passion for entertainment.“We know it’s not 
easy, but you make it look that way. You’re not 
only an iconic singer, actress, businesswoman 
and superstar, you are also my iconic friend.”The 
‘Second Act’ star - who has 12-year-old twins Max 
and Emme with Marc and is also a step mom to 
Alex’s kids Natasha, 16, and Ella, 12, from a past 
marriage - recalled how she would “booty shake” 
to music in the Billboard charts with her mother 
Guadalupe in her speech.She began: “Music has 
always, always been my passion. ”My mom used 
to put me on the kitchen table and would show 
me how to do the booty shake, or we’d sing the 
oldies, whatever was at the top of the Billboard 
charts at the time.VoM

Wazen sisters celebrate 
footwear fashion win

DUBAI
Actress Candice Accola King has welcomed 
her second daughter with rocker husband Joe 
King.The Vampire Diaries star confirmed the 
happy news on her Instagram page, revealing 
that baby Josephine was born on 1 December.
Sharing a snap of the newborn’s tiny hand 
holding her own, Candice wrote alongside it: 
“Last week our baby girl flew into the world 
and into our hearts We love you Josephine 
June King! 12/1/20.”Joe, from How to Save a 
Life hitmakers The Fray, also shared an image 
of Josephine, which showed her face, on his 
Instagram page, and wrote in the caption: “It 
is now one of the best years of my life, truly 
grateful to welcome our Josephine June King, 
born Dec 1st, 2020. I’m also very proud she 
looks just like her momma @candiceking 
who is a warrior woman goddess, I’m lucky 
to create this perfect love with you.”Candice 
and Joe are also parents to four-year-old 
Florence, while Joe has two daughters from 
a previous relationship.They were introduced 
by Candice’s co-star Nina Dobrev at a Super 
Bowl event in 2012 and became engaged in 
May 2013. VoM

Staff Report
CHRISTCHURCH 

Pakistan head coach Misbahul Haq has 
made it clear that he won’t blame the 
“difficult” 14-day quarantine period 
incase the results don’t go in favour of the 
Men in Green on the New Zealand tour.
The Pakistan squad had their exemption 
to train during managed isolation in 
Christchurch withdrawn due to several 
members of the squad testing positive 
for the novel coronavirus. 10 members of 
the 53-strong Pakistan squad had tested 
positive for the virus since arriving in New 
Zealand.While speaking to reporters via 
video link, Misbah said that there is no point 
in making excuses since everyone only 
remembers the outcome at the end of the 
series.“As professionals, we are not looking 
for excuses. At the end of the day, it doesn’t 
matter how many excuses you come up 
with, all that matters are results. We can’t 
do anything about the uncontrollable. What 

we can control is to make up for the lost 
time and we are trying our best to achieve 
our best fitness and skill levels and get 
back in rhythm,” Misbah said.“It is difficult 
to cover practice plans of three weeks in 
one week but not impossible. We want to 
be in our best shape before we move to 
Auckland for the T20I series,” he added. 
Pakistan head coach is ready to face the 
tough challenge in the upcoming series, 
but is banking on his bowling attack to 
challenge the hosts in their backyard.“New 
Zealand is a tough opponent and playing 
consistent cricket against West Indies on 
their home ground. They have a brilliant 
bowling attack and their batsmen know to 
play and utilise these conditions. However, 
we are confident considering the way we 
have played our last few series. We also 
have a quality bowling attack through 
which we can match up with New Zealand 
and produce good results here,” he said.
Misbah is happy with the progress Babar 

Azam has made as a captain in limited-
overs cricket and is hoping that the 
Lahore-born cricketer emulates that in 
Test cricket.“Babar has responded well so 
far in terms of his captaincy and his own 
performance. He is taking responsibility as 
a captain and performing with the bat. With 
time and experience, his captaincy and 
leadership skills will get polished further 
and he will understand the players better,

Staff Report
LOS ANGELES

American Amy Olson, buoyed by a hole-
in-one, grabbed a one-stroke lead in the 
first round of the US Women’s Open 
at Champions Golf Club in Houston, 
Texas, on Thursday. The 68th-ranked 
Olson, who is in search of not only 
her first major title but her first LPGA 
crown, fired a four-under par 67 on the 
Cypress Creek course to hold a narrow 
lead over Thailand’s Moriya Jutanugarn, 

2019 Women’s British Open champion 
Hinako Shibuno of Japan and South 
Korean Kim A-Lim.Shibuno also played 
Cypress Creek, one of two in use over 
the first two rounds, while Moriya 
and Kim fired their three-under 68s 
on the par-71 Jackrabbit course.“I’m 
definitely pleased with how I played,” 
Olson said. “I made some really good 
putts, made a key par save on my 16th 
hole, hole seven out here. “I think that 
was pretty crucial and a nice birdie 
right on top of that on my 17th hole.”
But the highlight was her ace at the par-
three 16th, where she had 141 yards to 
the pin and went with an eight-iron.“The 
wind was kind of coming off my right a 
little bit and the pin’s on the right. So I 
hit a little cut to hold the breeze and it 
was literaily perfect,” said Olson, who 
threw her arms up and laughed with 
delight as her ball took a small hop and 
rolled into the cup.“It landed two paces 

short of the flag and had some good spin 
on it and just trickled in,” Olson said. 
“We saw the whole thing, which is fun.”
Although coronavirus restrictions 
meant there was no roar from a crowd, 
Olson was happy to savor the moment. 
“I think it’s important to enjoy the 
little things, the moments along the 
way,” said Olson, who had gotten off 
to a stuttering start with a bogey at 
her second hole, the 11th but told 
herself to stay patient.“There’s birdies 
out here,” she said, “but you can’t go 
at every pin.” She followed up her ace 
with a birdie at the par-four 17th and 
added a birdie at the par-four first as 
she picked up four shots in the space 
of four holes. Reigning British Women’s 
Open champion Sophia Popov of 
Germany was among a group of seven 
players sharing fifth place on two-
under 69, a group that also included 
Sweden’s Linnea Strom and Linn Grant,

Bureau Report
KARACHI

The stock market largely ignored political 
uncertainty for the third straight day on 
Friday, notching up modest gains as investors 
focused on encouraging economic data.
According to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), 
workers’ remittances increased to $2.34 
billion in November 2020, 2.4% higher than in 
October and 28.4% higher than in November 
2019.Furthermore, the Asian Development 
Bank in its Outlook Supplement stated that 
Pakistan’s economy was on the path of 
recovery, particularly in the manufacturing and 
construction sectors, which boosted investors’ 
confidence.However, political uncertainty ahead 
of Pakistan Democratic Movement’s (PDM) 
rally on December 13, coupled with rising 
coronavirus cases, gave bears a chance to take 
charge at regular intervals.The index opened 
higher and continued its upward march. A 
few dips were, however, noted due to which 
trading remained largely range bound. The 
index plunged after resuming trading in the 
second session, nonetheless, bulls managed 
to pull the index into the green zone.At close, 
the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded an 
increase of 164.56 points, or 0.39%, to settle 
at 42,470.40 points.A report of Arif Habib 
Limited stated that the market added a total 

of 322 points during the day and closed in the 
green.“International crude oil prices went up 
during Thursday night trading, which saw both 
WTI and Brent increase 4% and Brent crossing 
$50 per barrel, which was last observed in 
March 2020,” it said.“The local exploration and 
production sector had pronounced impact of 
global crude oil prices, with significant interest 
in Oil and Gas Development Company and 
Pakistan Petroleum.”Sectors contributing to 
the performance included exploration and 
production (+117 points), textile (+33 points), 
power (+26 points), refinery (+15 points) and 
oil and gas marketing (+14 points).Individually, 
stocks that contributed positively to the index 
included Oil and Gas Development Company 
(+43 points), Pakistan Petroleum (+27 points), 
Pakistan Oilfields (+24 points), Mari Petroleum 
(+23 points) and Hubco (+21 points).Stocks that 
contributed negatively were MCB (-32 points), 
TRG Pakistan (-28 points), Colgate-Palmolive 
(-10 points), Bank Alfalah (-10 points) and 
Habib Metropolitan Bank (-7 points).JS Global 
analyst Danish Ladhani said the benchmark KSE-
100 index remained in the green throughout the 
day and touched a high of +322 points. It finally 
closed at 42,470, up 0.4%.The market stood 
bullish where Mari Petroleum (+2.7%), Pakistan 
Petroleum (+2%), Pakistan Oilfields (+2%), 
Lucky Cement (+0.8%), Azgard Nine (+7.5%) 

and Hubco (+1.2%) cumulatively added 125 
points to the positive momentum.A total of 558 
million shares were traded. Activity was mostly 
seen in the second and third-tier stocks where 
Pakistan Refinery (+7%) closed sharply higher 
while Azgard Nine (+7.5%) touched its upper 
circuit.On the political front, Pakistan Peoples 
Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari met 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz Vice President 
Maryam Nawaz on Friday at Jati Umrah in 
Lahore ahead of the PDM rally.“Moving forward, 
we recommend investors to take positions in 
blue chip stocks on the weaker side,” the analyst 
said.Overall, trading volumes surged to 557.6 
million shares compared with Thursday’s tally 
of 472.4 million. The value of shares traded 
during the day was Rs23.9 billion.

Bureau Report
New York

Airbnb Inc. shares more than doubled in their 
trading debut, propelling the home-rental 
company to about a $100 billion valuation 
- and one of the biggest first-day rallies on 
record.The shares closed Thursday at $144.71 
up 113 per cent from the $68 initial public 
offering price. The listing came 10 months 
after the pandemic upended travel and 24 
hours after DoorDash Inc. soared in its public 
debut. Airbnb joined DoorDash in what is 
quickly becoming a euphoric moment for new 
listings in America’s equity markets, egged 
on by retail investors embracing companies 
poised to thrive as vaccines promise a 
loosening of pandemic restrictions. While 
soaring valuations for IPOs give many market 
veterans pause, Airbnb is at least earning 
money, unlike 80 per cent of firms that have 
sold new shares in 2020.The company just 
reported its most profitable quarter ever. “I 
don’t know what else to say,” Airbnb CEO Brian 
Chesky said, when indications showed the 

stock could open at more than $139 per share. 
“I’m very humbled by it.” Airbnb’s market 
value, based on its outstanding shares, makes 
it the world’s biggest online travel company. 
Its $86.5 billion market value narrowly tops 
Booking Holdings Inc.’s $86.2 billion market 
capitalization, and eclipses Expedia Group 
Inc. and TripAdvisor Inc. Airbnb’s market 
value, about 19 or 20 times its 2021 revenue 
at the opening price Thursday, also topped 
that of the four largest public hotel chains 
combined.San Francisco-based Airbnb’s fully 
diluted valuation is even higher, around $100 
billion including employee stock options and 

restricted stock units.Resilient enoughAlfred 
Lin, a Sequoia Capital partner who sits on the 
boards of both Airbnb and DoorDash, said the 
past two days have been a blur. Strong investor 
demand shows investors recognize Airbnb’s 
potential, he said.“We’ve seen how resilient 
this business model is and we’ve seen the 
company stare into the abyss of a pandemic 
that shut down global travel and figure their 
way out of it,” Lin said. Airbnb and DoorDash 
propelled IPO volume to all-time high for 
December, surpassing the $8.3 billion mark 
set for the month in both 2001 and 2003, 
according to data compiled by Bloomberg.
There’s more to come. Other consumer-facing 
web-based companies set to go public this 
month include video-game company Roblox 
Corp., installment loans provider Affirm 
Holdings Inc. and ContextLogic Inc., the parent 
of online discount retailer Wish Inc.Those 
listings will add to what is already a record 
year for IPOs, with more than $167 billion 
raised on US exchanges, including Airbnb and 
DoorDash, the data show.

Home rental giant Airbnb’s booked itself a record IPO showing

Saudi-Egyptian 
Investment Fund 
to be activated 

soon
Bureaau Report

CAIRO
Egyptian Prime Minister Mostafa 

Madbouly confirmed that “executive 
agents” will soon be getting to 
work on making Egyptian-Saudi 
Investment Fund a success. A 
joint board of directors from both 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia will be 
formed to develop strategy and 
monitor projects.The two countries 
agreed in 2016 to establish a joint 
investment fund with a value of 
SAR60 billion (approximately 
$16 billion) and in 2018 a 
memorandum of understanding 
was signed between the Public 
Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia 
and the Ministry of Investment and 
International Cooperation in Egypt 
regarding the activation of the fund.
Cabinet spokesman Nader Saad 
said on Tuesday that the executive 
agreement to activate the fund had 
been finalized. Madbouly and Saudi 
Minister of State Essam bin Saeed 
met on Tuesday and discussed ways 
to maximize cooperation through 
development and investment 
projects in priority sectors including 
tourism, health, pharmaceuticals, 
ports and infrastructure, digital, 
financial services, education, and 
food.Madbouly reportedly praised 
the guidance of Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz of Saudi 
Arabia, and noted the history of 
good relations between Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Abu Dhabi’s new retail campaign - running from 
December 10 to February 14 - will have malls 
offering up to 80 per cent discounts, as the emirate 
tries to win back shoppers into brick-and-mortar 
experiences.‘Retail Abu Dhabi’ is being launched 
by the Department of Culture and Tourism (DCT 
Abu Dhabi), and will encompass 3,500 outlets in 
20-plus malls. The Abu Dhabi Shopping Season 
will also see the launch of ‘Retail Abu Dhabi One’ 
- a membership programme that gives shoppers 
access to exclusive-to-Abu-Dhabi products, 
experiences, deals, brand events an rewards.
Thousands of Iraqis have taken to the streets 
in recent months to protest about worsening 
living conditions. The government has struggled 
to fulfil its commitments to the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, which agreed at 
the height of the pandemic in April to cut output. 
Baghdad has pumped above its cap on several 
occasions, angering OPEC’s de facto leader Saudi 
Arabia. “This umbrella programme enables DCT 
Abu Dhabi to support retailers and brands in 
developing experiences, and match customers 
with offers specific to their interests,” said Ali 
Hassan Al Shaiba, Executive Director of Tourism 

and Marketing. “The generated data will also 
enable our partners and malls to expand their 
audience reach and offer exclusive and specific-
to-Abu Dhabi shopping experiences. ”These will 
include providing first access to product launches, 
promotions only available in Abu Dhabi, limited 
collections, exciting rewards and private deals,” 
There will be a ‘Wishing Tree’ installed at Yas 

Mall from December 10 to 31, with prizes to be 
won every day.  Shoppers use QR codes to select 
a wish from more than 18 options, including a 
new wardrobe, gadgets, toys, beauty makeovers, 
experiences and more. Once selected, shoppers’ 
gift choices will appear on the Wishing Tree’s LED 
screen displays alongside seasonal animations and 
motion graphics.

Abu Dhabi’s mega retail promotion to launch Friday

Bureau Report
HAIL

Nasser Saleh Al-Attiyah took a 2min 50sec lead over Carlos Sainz 
after the opening 251.81 km Radifah selective section of Hail Baja 
1, round four of the FIA World Cup for Cross-Country Bajas, on 
Friday.The two triple Dakar winners were the quickest through the 
latter sections of the stage, with the Toyota Hilux driver snatching 
the stage win from his Mini Buggy rival.Sainz’s teammate and 
Dakar legend Stephane Peterhansel rounded off the podium 
places after an early puncture, the Frenchman pushing local star 
Yazeed Al-Rajhi down to fourth place in the second of the Toyotas.
Overnight leader Al-Attiyah said: “It was a very good day for us 
and we started in a good position behind Carlos. We were fighting 
with Carlos. The last 40 km we were together and he touched us 
two times — we were together all the way. I am happy to win 
the stage.”Sainz added: “The stage was good and it was coming 
fast. Nasser caught us and we followed him.”Peterhansel said: “It 
was good, but at the beginning of the stage, after 10 km, we got 
a puncture. So we stopped three minutes for that. Afterwards I 
stayed with Nasser and Carlos, and we finished all together. We 
changed some settings on the car, so this is a good opportunity 
to do some tests as well.”“We have two problems. We had low 
pressure in the tires and a sensor was flashing on the stage,” said 
Al-Rajhi. “We will see how it is tomorrow and try to push a little 
bit.”Only 28 of the original 54 cars on the entry list were eligible 
to start the FIA event. Several, including Camelia Liparoti and 
2020 Hail International Rally winner Saleh Al-Abdelali, were put 
into the National Rally that got underway with 44 competitors.
Technical issues meant that Czech driver Martin Prokop was 
unable to take the start in his Ford Raptor RS Cross-Country.The 
day’s competitive section wound its way through the An Nafud 
desert, northwest of Hail, with the bikes able to refuel close to the 
passage control after 165.77 km.

KSE-100 boosted by upbeat economic data

Ace lifts Olson to US Women’s Open first round lead

Triple Dakar winners’ late duel in 
Hail Baja 1 opening desert stage

Won’t blame quarantine if results don’t go our way in New Zealand: Misbah
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LONDON 
World shares slipped and sterling skidded 
to its lowest in nearly a month on Friday 
as markets confronted the risk of Britain 
leaving the European Union without a 
trade deal, with doubts over U.S. stimulus 
also nagging. Europe’s broad Euro STOXX 
600 shed 1.3%, with indexes in Paris and 
London slumping as much as 2.1% and 
1.1% respectively. Banks were among the 
worst hit, sliding 2.6% to their lowest in 
nearly three weeks, with Spain’s lender-
heavy main index down 2.3%. Britain is 
now more likely to leave the European 
Union’s orbit on Dec. 31 without a trade 
deal than with an agreement, European 
Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyden reportedly told the bloc’s 27 na-
tional leaders on Friday. The gloomy out-
look echoed that of British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson, who had said on Thursday 
there was “a strong possibility” Britain 
and the EU would fail to strike a trade 
deal. The MSCI world equity index, which 
tracks shares in 50 countries, turned 
negative and was last down 0.2%. Britain 
and the EU have set a deadline of Sunday 
to find an agreement, before Britain ex-
its the bloc’s customs union and single 
market on Jan. 1. The odds of a disorderly 
Brexit rose to 61% on Friday from 53% 

a day before, according to the Smarkets 
exchange. Sterling fell 0.9% against the 
dollar, touching its lowest point since Nov. 
16 and putting it on course to ending five 
straight weeks of gains. Volatility also 
rose to its highest in over eight months. 
“Investors are right to be worried,” said 
Olivier Marciot, a portfolio manager at 
Unigestion. “If there is no deal, there will 
be implications. There could be some sort 
of correction.” A no-deal Brexit would 
damage the economies of northern Eu-
rope, send shock waves through financial 
markets, block up borders and wreak 
chaos through the delicate supply chains 
which stretch across Europe and beyond. 
Morgan Stanley said it expects London’s 
FTSE 250 index to drop 6%-10% if Lon-
don and Brussels fail to agree a trade deal, 
with insurance, real estate and house-
building stocks also at risk. The Brexit jit-

ters compounded uncertainty over pros-
pects for a near-term U.S. fiscal stimulus. 
U.S. stocks had a mixed day on Thursday 
as Democrat House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi suggested wrangling over a spending 
package and coronavirus aid could drag 
on through Christmas. Wall Street futures 
gauges fell 0.9%. Investors in Asia had 
earlier bet on stronger economic growth 
next year as more countries prepare for 
vaccinations. U.S. authorities voted over-
whelmingly to endorse emergency use of 
Pfizer’s coronavirus vaccine while doses 
of a COVID-19 vaccine made by China’s 
Sinovac Biotech SVA.O are rolling off a 
Brazilian production line. Recent U.S. ini-
tial public offerings also suggested inves-
tors were generally upbeat on equities, 
even as job data pointed to weakness in 
the world’s biggest economy. Shares of 
Airbnb Inc more than doubled in their 
stock market debut on Thursday, valuing 
the home rental firm at just over $100 
billion in the biggest U.S. initial public 
offering of 2020. DoorDash Inc stocks 
doubled in their first day of trading. At 
the same time, the number of Americans 
filing claims for unemployment ben-
efits grew more than expected last week 
as mounting COVID-19 infections led 
to more business restrictions. Reuters

The EU has attached extremely 
high or even wishful expectations 

that Biden’s administration
BRUSSELS   

The 35th round of negotiations for the 
China-EU investment agreement – a 
landmark deal closely binding the eco-
nomic interests of China and Europe 
– concludes on Friday and is expected 
to be signed at the end of 2020 before 
Joe Biden formally takes his oath as US 
president in January. The agreement 
goes full steam ahead at a time when the 
US and EU are eyeing to patch up trans-
Atlantic ties and Biden actively promotes 
an ideological alliance to counter China’s 
influence with Europe now stepping up 
its pressure on China over human rights 
issues and harshly criticizing so-called 
“Wolf Warrior” diplomacy. The EU has 
attached extremely high or even wish-
ful expectations that Biden’s adminis-
tration will return the US as leader of 
the West, which could impact China-EU 
ties as Brussels navigates its ties with 
Beijing and Washington in a trilateral 
game of trade and diplomacy, said Chi-
nese experts. The EU is likely to seek 
common ground with the Biden admin-
istration to pressure China on issues 
like human rights, ideology, Hong Kong 
and Xinjiang, but China does not want 

to see the cooperation and consensus it 
has reached with the EU to be impacted, 
the experts noted. Gao Feng, spokesper-
son of the Ministry of Commerce, said at 
Thursday’s press conference that China 
and the EU are in the midst of the 35th 
round of negotiation of the China-EU in-
vestment agreement, and both sides are 
aiming to solve “leftover problems” and 
realize the goals set by the leaders of the 
two sides. However, in a Reuter’s article 
published on the same day, EU Ambassa-
dor Nicolas Chapuis, said at an energy fo-
rum in Beijing that the EU hopes to reach 
agreement with the new US adminis-
tration on a policy toward China. “We 
need to have a common understanding 
to say ‘no’ to bullying and intimidation, 
coercive diplomacy, ‘wolf-warrior’ diplo-
macy,” he said, according to Reuters, re-
ferring to China’s increasingly assertive 
foreign policy and confident diplomatic 

style. Wang Yiwei, director of the Insti-
tute of International Affairs at Renmin 
University of China, said that it seems 
like the return of US establishment elites 
has made some EU officials “too excited” 
as they can’t wait to stand with the US 
to reach some strategic consensus to-
ward China, but neither side is likely to 
see trans-Atlantic relations return to the 
same level they were in the past.  Hyping 
“the common threat from China” won’t 
help solve key problems and disagree-
ments between the EU and the US, Cui 
Hongjian, director of the Department of 
European Studies at the China Institute 
of International Studies, told the Global 
Times. The EU has a long “problem list” 
for the US after Biden takes office, in-
cluding trade frictions, digital services 
tax, carbon tariffs, long-arm jurisdiction, 
NATO’s budget, ties with Turkey and the 
Iranian nuclear deal, Cui noted. The top 
priorities for the new Biden administra-
tion will be domestic issues, so the US 
won’t be able to quickly solve problems 
with the EU, allowing China to increase 
cooperation with the EU, said Chinese 
analysts.  “China is prepared for some 
changes from the EU, but no matter how 
many differences or frictions occur, we 
hope trade, investment agreements and 
other existing cooperation won’t be af-
fected.

Strong, dynamic financial system 
is in Pakistan’s long-term interest: 

President CASS
Karachi

In a joint operation, Pakistan Navy (PN) 
along with Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) 
apprehended 200 Kg of Ice and 99 Kg of 
Crystal off Jiwani, Baluchistan. The drugs, 
valued at approximately Rs 1.8 billion, 
were to be smuggled to unknown desti-
nation through Arabian Sea. The seized 
drugs were handed over to ANF for legal 
proceedings. Successful execution of joint 
Anti-Narcotics Operation is a demonstra-
tion of PN resolve to counter illegal activi-
ties in the Maritime Zones of Pakistan and 
promote maritime security in the region. 
While , A webinar on “Anti-Money Laun-
dering and Global Security” was organ-
ised by Centre for Aerospace & Security 
Studies. An international panel of experts 
from Pakistan and the United Kingdom 
were of the view that criminal entities 
had found loopholes in every industry to 
create layers for money laundering. Prof. 

Dr Nicholas Ryder, Professor of Financial 
Crime at UWE, Bristol, said that in order 
to make state as well as corporate com-
pliance more robust, countries like the 
US and the EU need to coordinate and 
cooperate with countries from the South 
from where taxpayers’ money is illegally 
funneled out. Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay 
from the Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute stated that politics needed to 
be taken out of the fight against money 
laundering. He stressed the need to rec-
ognize the limits of economic sanctions, 
and how the general populace/small 
businesses of a targeted country are ad-
versely affected due to Western-imposed 
sanctions. Ms Syeda Mehar Zehra head-
ing the AML/Sanctions Compliance Unit 
at Habib Bank Limited highlighted that 
Pakistan had adequate rules, regula-
tions, and laws in place when it comes 
to dealing with money laundering. She 
called for more awareness among gen-
eral public through seminars and infor-
mation campaigns on this issue. VoM

K-2 Nuclear Power Plant to produce 10 bil-
lion kilowatt-hours of power supply annually: 

CNNC
BEIJING

The Karachi K2 generator unit in Pakistan, Chi-
na’s first overseas Hualong One nuclear reactor, 
began charging late last month, laying a solid 
foundation for reaching a critical state and op-
erations.China National Nuclear Corp or CNNC, 
the Hualong One technology’s developer and 
constructor, said in a statement that the project 
is expected to produce nearly 10 billion kilowatt-
hours of power annually after its completion, 
providing local people with safe and clean en-
ergy. It has driven growth of relevant industries 
and created more than 10,000 jobs in Pakistan, 
according to China Daily on Friday. The charging 
of the plant is a milestone for Hualong One, Chi-
na’s third-generation nuclear power technology 
with complete proprietary intellectual property 
rights, and will improve Hualong One technol-
ogy’s competitiveness in countries participating 
in the Belt and Road Initiative, the company said. 
A major result of the nuclear power coopera-
tion between China and Pakistan, the progress 
of the K2 generator unit lifted Pakistan-China 
all-weather strategic cooperative partnership 

to a new level. With a design life of 60 years, it 
is equipped with the special nuclear fuel assem-
blies developed by CNNC, setting the refueling 
cycle at about 18 months. As its innovative secu-
rity system also meets the highest international 
standards, the Chinese company said it is an icon-
ic achievement of the innovative development of 
China’s nuclear power industry. CNNC is current-
ly building six Hualong One nuclear power gen-
erator units across the world. The K2 is one of 
the two 1100 MWe Nuclear Power Plants being 
constructed at Karachi. The other plant, K3 is ex-
pected to become operational by the end of 2021. 
The completion of these nuclear power plants 
has remained largely on schedule despite the dif-
ficult times due to the COVID-19 pandemic. VoM

Washington Posts slams Modi 
regime for coercive Policies

Govt socio-economic 
measures putting country 

on track of prosperity: EAD

ISLAMABAD
1st Batch of Aero Apprentices Passes out today after 
foundation and establishment of PAF Airmen Acad-
emy Korangi Creek (PAAK) at Karachi, today. Air 
Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan, Chief of the Air 
Staff, Pakistan Air Force was the Chief Guest at the 
occasion. A total of 1474 Aero Apprentices includ-
ing trainees from Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and 
Pakistan Navy successfully completed their technical 
training from PAAK. Addressing the ceremony, the Air 
Chief said that the event was a significant milestone 
towards achievement of new training paradigm under 
PAF’s Next Generation Training Program. He further 
added that being first of its class institution in the re-
gion PAAK aims not only to produce proficient tech-
nicians but also develop “Thinking Airmen”, capable 
to work in a technology-intensive environment. He 
urged upon the graduating trainees to live up to the 
glorious tradition of Pakistan Air Force which is vener-
ated as a combat-efficient, hard-hitting force. He also 
hoped that the Academy would emerge as one of the 
world’s renowned training institutions and the first of 
its class in the region. Referring to the regional situ-
ation, the Air Chief said that on internal and external 
security fronts, the PAF along with sister services is 
ever ready to thwart any threat to the country.  VoM

Indian farmer’s rejects gov’t proposals, 
protests further escalated   

UNITED NATIONS  
P r o m i n e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d a i ly  t h e 
Washington Post has criticized the Modi led 
BJP government for its abrupt and disruptive 
measures reminding it of popular will. In an 
opinion piece, the paper gave a throwback 
to government’s act of abrogation of 
Kashmir’s special status in August last year 
and currently the farming laws which have 
triggered agitation by farmers. The paper 
writes that farmers’ protest is a reminder 
to the Indian government that consensus 
has a value and no government can rule 
without will of the people. In India, farmers 
protesting against new farm laws rejected 
the federal government’s proposals and 
threatened to intensify their demonstrations 
by blocking main highways connecting 
nearby cities to national capital. Addressing 
the media today (Wednesday), farmers 
unions’ representatives announced that their 
protests would continue till Monday. The 
farmers said new farm laws are detrimental 
to their interests and enacted to favour the 
big corporates. On the other hand, senior 
leaders of Opposition parties, including 
Indian National Congress, Nationalist 
Congress Party , Communist Party of India 
and Communist Party of India-Marxists, met 
President Ram Nath Kovind and urged him 
to immediately withdraw the farm laws. 
Later, briefing media, INC’s lawmaker Rahul 
Gandhi said these laws should be withdrawn 
as they were passed in Parliament without 
consulting the farming community. Today 
is the 14th consecutive day of the farmers’ 
protest. As many as six rounds of talks 
between agitated farmers and the federal 
ministers have remained inconclusive. In 
India, leaders of eleven opposition parties 
including Congress have assured full 
support to farmers in their protest against 
unjust new agriculture laws introduced by 
Modi government. Sonia Gandhi, Sitaram 
Yechury and other leaders have also 
endorsed call for complete lockdown, Bharat 
Bandh tomorrow. Thousands of farmers are 
continuing their sit-in demonstrations for 
12th consecutive day today in New Delhi 
against the new legislation. The negotiations 
between farmer unions and government 
will resume on Wednesday to resolve the 
deadlock. VoM

MIRPUR    
Pakistan has called upon the United Nations and 
UNHRC to immediately begin investigation and 
de-listing of the ten fake NGOs created by India 
to malign Pakistan. This was stated by Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi while address-
ing a joint news conference along with Special 
Assistant on National Security Moeed Yousuf in 
Islamabad today. They was briefing the media in 
context of a recent report by EU DisinfoLab that 
contained details of India’s propaganda and in-
fluence operations against Pakistan. The Foreign 
Minister said we also call on the United Nations 
to create processes that ensure that the interna-
tional system is not manipulated through such 
influence operations. He said the EU Parliament 
should also begin a credible investigation into 
the manipulation of the EU Parliament and its 
legislative process by these fake organizations 
involved in anti-Pakistan propaganda under a 
fully funded disinformation and influence op-
eration, run by India. The Minister said we also 
call on international news agencies especially 
Reuters to reconsider their existing partner-
ship with ANI news agency - now proven to be 
pushing fake news from two fake Indian created 

websites repeatedly. Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
said the scope and extent of India’s operations 
against Pakistan under their hybrid war is now 
apparent for the world to see. He said Pakistan 
will take all necessary actions to protect its in-
terests. Shah Mahmood Qureshi said the EU Dis-
infoLab report contains detail of India’s online 
and offline operations during the last 15 years. 
Citing the report, he said 750 fake websites were 
run from 116 countries. Additionally, ten NGOs 
working with UN Human Rights Council and 
550 websites were used through fake identity. 
He said India staged fake demonstrations in dif-
ferent countries. He said India also formed fake 
parliamentary groups like “Friends of Gilgit-
Baltistan and “Friends of Balochistan.” He said 
the purpose was to mislead the European Union 
and the United Nations through wrong informa-
tion. Shah Mahmood Qureshi said India’s news 
agency ANI fed stories based on wrong informa-
tion to various international media organiza-
tions. He said fake magazine EPtoday.com was 
also used for the purpose. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Moeed Yusuf said these Indian actions in-
volve criminality and it is breach of international 
laws. He said the Indian state is acting as a mafia 

to malign Pakistan at international level through 
fake material. He urged the UN machinery and 
Human Rights Council to see into these facts as 
to how world organizations were used to spread 
propaganda. A senior Indian Diplomat was sum-
moned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs today to 
register Pakistan’s strong protest over ceasefire 
violations by the Indian occupation forces along 
the Line of Control (LoC) on 9th December 2020, 
resulting in serious injuries to an innocent civil-
ian. Due to indiscriminate and unprovoked firing 
by the Indian occupation forces in Hotspring Sec-
tor of the LoC, 55 year old Naseem Fatima w/o 
Sabir Shah, resident of Tai Mohra village, sus-
tained serious injuries. The Indian occupation 
forces along the LoC and the Working Boundary 
(WB) have been continuously targeting civilian 
populated areas with artillery fire, heavy-caliber 
mortars and automatic weapons. This year, In-
dia has committed 2940 ceasefire violations 
to date, resulting in 27 shahadats and serious 
injuries to 247 innocent civilians. Condemning 
the deplorable targeting of innocent civilians 
by the Indian occupation forces, it was under-
scored that such senseless acts are in clear viola-
tion of the 2003 Ceasefire Understanding. VoM

FM urges UN to investigate Indian fake NGOs propaganda to 
malign Pakistan 

Indian state is acting as a mafia to malign Pakistan globally through deceitful material

 Amid escalated Sino-US hostility, China-EU deal expected in this month 

Pak Navy’s, anti-narcotics force seize 
drugs in a joint operation in Arabian 

Sea off jiwani, Balochistan

Sino-Pak Nuclear power cooperation signifies all-
weather strategic partnership

First batch of Aero 
Apprentices passes out at 
Airmen Academy  Karachi

EAD launches its first annual 
report on foreign economic as-

sistance for the fy2019-20
ISLAMABAD

Economic Affairs Division has released today its 
first Annual Report on Foreign Economic Assis-
tance which provides comprehensive analysis of 
Pakistan’s external inflows, outflows, external public 
debt and debt servicing. Objective of the report is to 
provide readers including researchers, economists 
and development partners with the opportunity of 
gaining deeper understanding of external economic 
assistance position of Pakistan. Government of Paki-
stan has been receiving foreign economic assistance 
mainly to achieve two major strategic objectives: (a) 
sustainable social & economic growth as envisioned 
in its development plans to reduce poverty and in-
equality; and (b) to address the fiscal imbalances 
for enhanced macroeconomic stability. The report 
reflects that Government signed new agreements 
worth US$ 10.4 billion with various development 
partners and foreign banks as compared to US$ 8.4 
billion last year, registering growth of 23.8%. Under 
the new agreements, the development partners are 
likely to disburse the committed amount in the next 
five to six years. These commitments are helpful 
to support socioeconomic development projects, 
economic reforms and balance of payments. Dur-
ing FY 2019-20, an amount of US$ 10.7 billion was 
disbursed by multilateral & bilateral development 
partners and foreign banks. More than two-third 
of the total disbursement was from multilateral& 
bilateral development partners such as Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB), World Bank (WB), Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), China, Saudi 
Arabia& UK, etc. Increased level of external inflows 
from multilateral & bilateral development partners 
is indicative of their confidence in development 
priorities and policies of the government including 
implementation of reforms in the priority areas of 
fiscal &debt management, energy sector and ease 
of doing business. New external commitments have 
longer maturity period and concessional terms 
which is a reflection of robust composition of our 
external inflows and debt profile. Analysis further 
reveals that composition of external public debt has 
improved as share of concessional external loans 
with longer maturity increased by US$ 3.87 billion 
while the share of market-based instruments has 
declined by US$ 2.06 billion. The Government also 
paid an amount of US$ 10.4 billion during the FY 
2019-20 on account of debt servicing of external 
public debt including principal amount of US$8.5 
billion and interest payment of US$ 1.9 billion.  VoM
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Stocks and sterling hit by Brexit, U.S. stimulus doubts




