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My friends, as I have discovered 
myself, there are no disasters, 

only opportunities. And, indeed, 
opportunities for fresh disasters.

Prime Minister UK

Boris Johnson

               Authoritarianism and nationalism 
make no sense against a global threat: UN chief

   Kashmir is not only a regional but a global issue given the grave violations of 
human rights in IIOJK: Analysts

Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad organized an international conference on “Kashmir under the sanctity of UN Declaration of Human Rights and Challenges to 
Kashmiri’s right to self-determination,” on International Human Rights Day

The Asian Telegraph

Pak-china vows to 
further consolidate 

bilateral ties: Nong Rong
LAHORE

Special Assistant on National Se-
curity Moeed Yusuf has said the 
cordial relations between Paki-
stan and China are setting the 
path of economic progress in the 
region. He was talking to Chinese 
Ambassador to Pakistan Nong 
Rong in Islamabad today. Nong 
Rong stated that China and Paki-
stan are united at all fronts and 
both countries are working jointly 
for regional development. Moeed 
Yusuf said CPEC is a flagship proj-
ect between the two countries. He 
said India is trying to sabotage 
the corridor project but together 
Pakistan and China are ensuring 
that Indian attempts fail.The Spe-
cial Assistant said that Pakistan is 
focusing on economic diplomacy 
and economic security. He men-
tioned that Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has constituted an Economic 
Outreach Apex Committee for this 
purpose.  The Chinese Ambassa-
dor said Pakistan and China enjoy 
strategic partnership. VoM

Human rights must be ‘front and 

centre’ of coronavirus response 
UNITED NATIONS

United Nations (UN)Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres on Thursday called for 
human rights to be put “front and centre” 
of coronavirus response and recovery glob-
ally in order to achieve a better future for 
people everywhere. The UN chief made 
the call in his message for Human Rights 
Day, which is observed on Dec. 10. “People 
and their rights must be front and centre 
of response and recovery. We need univer-
sal, rights-based frameworks like health 
coverage for all, to beat this pandemic 
and protect us for the future”, he said. The 
pandemic has reinforced two fundamental 
truths about human rights, the Secretary-
General said, starting with the observation 
that violations harm us all. “The COVID-19 

pandemic has had a disproportionate im-
pact on vulnerable groups including front-
line workers, people with disabilities, older 
people, women and girls, and minorities. It 
has thrived because poverty, inequality, dis-
crimination, the destruction of our natural 
environment and other human rights fail-
ures, have created enormous fragilities in 
our societies”, he said.  “At the same time, 
the pandemic is undermining human rights, 
by providing a pretext for heavy-handed se-
curity responses and repressive measures 
that curtail civic space and media freedom.” 
The second truth is that human rights are 
universal and protect everyone, underscor-
ing how effective pandemic response must 
be based on solidarity and cooperation. 
“Divisive approaches, authoritarianism and 
nationalism make no sense against a global 
threat”, he stressed. Just prior to the pan-
demic, the Secretary-General issued his Call 
to Action for Human Rights. Described as a 
seven-point blueprint for positive change, it 
spells out the central role of human rights 
in areas such as crisis response, gender 
equality, public participation and sustain-
able development. “On Human Rights Day 
and every day, let’s resolve to act collectively, 
with human rights front and centre, to re-
cover from the COVID-19 pandemic and 
build a better future for all”, he said. Reuters

FM urges world community 
to play its role to end HR 

violations in IIOJ&K
   India is breaching multiple in-
ternational human rights instru-

ments that it was a party to 
ISLAMAbAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has 
urged the world Human Rights bodies to act de-
cisively in ending the human rights violations in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. He 
was addressing a seminar in connection with the 
International Human Rights Day in Islamabad to-
day. The Foreign Minister stressed on the world 
bodies to call upon India to constitute a commis-
sion of inquiry and allow unhindered access to 
human rights organisations and the international 
media in IIOJK. He said basic and inalienable hu-
man rights of the people of IIOJK are being tram-
pled with impunity by India. He said innocent 
people of the Occupied Kashmir are suffering sys-
tematic and serial violations of their fundamental 
freedoms. Giving a review of the situation in IIO-
JK, the Foreign Minister said India has turned the 
valley into the largest prison on the planet where 
basic amenities and means of communication 
are not accessible. He said shops and hospitals 
in the region are running out of supplies and the 
political leadership of Kashmir have been placed 
under house arrest or imprisoned. Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi said with its illegal actions, India 
is breaching multiple international human rights 
instruments that it was a party to. He reiterated 
that India’s unilateral decision to revoke Article 
370 on August 5 was illegal under international 
law. Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
says basic human rights have been usurped in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJ&K) and there is complete communication 
blackout in the held valley. In a statement on the 
occasion of International Human Rights Day on 
Thursday, he said the foreign media is not being 
provided access to Indian Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the reports being received 
from there are worth-concerning. VoM

Sinister propaganda campaign, part of 
its 5GW, against Pakistan

KABUL
A massive operation to serve Indian interests by tar-

geting international institutions, through a systematic 
disinformation campaign against Pakistan and China has 
been uncovered by an EU based organisation. “The op-
eration’s mission is to discredit nations in conflict with 
India in Asia, in particular Pakistan but also China to a 
lesser extent,” a study conducted by EU DisinfoLab, an 
independent NGO said. The operation was a follow up to 
a preliminary investigation published in 2019. This net-
work is active in Brussels and Geneva in producing and 
amplifying content to undermine – primarily – Pakistan. 
The operation codenamed “Indian Chronicles” resurrected 
dead media, dead think-tanks and NGOs. It even resur-
rected dead people, the report revealed. The network is 
part of the sinister propaganda campaign, part of its Fifth 
Generation Hybrid Warfare – 5GW, against Pakistan with 
an objective to create chaos in the country. According to 
the EU DisinfoLab – the Indian Chronicles is a 15 year-long 
operation running since 2005; under which over ten UN 
Human Rights Council accredited NGOs, were resurrected 
including the resurrection of Prof. Louis B. Sohn, a promi-
nent figure in human rights, who died in 2006. The report 
has been dedicated in his name. The study discovered sev-
eral identity thefts, including the names of Martin Schulz, 
former president of the European Parliament or the photo 
of James Purnell, a former UK Government minister. It 

also included over 750 fake media outlets, covering 119 
countries; and over 550 domain names registered. The 
study, of the 15-year influence operation, was conducted 
through open-source investigation and shows that the 
operation led by the Srivastava Group was amplified by 
Indian news media outlet – Asian News International 
– ANI. Other long-term objectives of the plan included 
reinforcement of pro-Indian and anti-Pakistan, and anti-
Chinese, feelings, within India. While internationally it 
aimed at consolidating the power and improve percep-
tion of India, to damage reputation of other countries and 
ultimately benefit from more support from international 
institutions such as the EU and the UN. To achieve this 
objective the operation focused on the support to mi-
nority and human rights NGOs and think-tanks, use of 
Members of the European Parliament to create a mirage of 
institutional support from European institutions to these 
minority groups, in favour of Indian interests and against 
Pakistan and China. VoM

  China uncovered Indian plot of systematic 
disinformation campaign against Pakistan

TEHRAN
Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), 

Islamabad organized an international conference on 
“Kashmir under the sanctity of UN Declaration of Human 
Rights and Challenges to Kashmiri’s right to self-determi-
nation,” on International Human Rights Day. This confer-
ence engaged the international community, especially the 
civil society, Media and Academia to raise their voice against 
Human Rights Violations in Indian Occupied Kashmir. This 
conference acted as a platform for the global movement 
on Kashmir. The panellist included Dr Tehseen Nisar, Dr 
Domenico Melidoro, Dr Fabio Balsamo, Dr Barbara Gallo, 
Syed Mehmood Kazmi, Prof. Angelo Santagostino, and Amna 
Malik President COPAIR. 

 President COPAIR Amna Malik commenced the session by 
highlighting the important role of the international commu-
nity for advocating the human rights of citizens. She stressed 
that the global community should highlight the repression of 
radicalized Government of India in the occupied region. Law 
fare and Diplomatic advocacy at the international level also 
remained the focus of discussion of this conference organ-
ized on International Human Rights Day. 

Dr Tehseen Nisar shared the findings of her research and 
shed light on the quintessential relevance of Kashmir within 

the debate of Universal Human Rights. She was of the view 
that India should adhere to the international human rights 
obligations and follow the recommendations provided by 
OHCHR and OIC conference in Niger unanimously supporting 
the Kashmiri cause is a major diplomatic win for Pakistan.

Dr Domenico Melidoro, a research scholar from Italy 
talked about issues of multiculturalism between minority 
rights and human rights in religiously volatile societies. 
Dr Domenico said that an ideal democracy never compro-
mises on the rights of minorities and international organi-
zations like the UN should play their role in avoiding the 
abomination in occupied Kashmir by the incumbent Indian 
government. 

 Dr Fabio Balsamo talked about the prevalent conditions 
of religious minorities in contemporary societies with a spe-
cific focus on the religious intolerance in Indian occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir. Dr Balsamo said that the Covid-19 pan-
demic presented a propitious opportunity to India for justi-
fying and furthering their undue restrictions on minorities 
and, in particular, on the Islamic communities of Kashmir. 

 Syed Mahmood Kazmi, a Kashmiri hailing from the USA, 
also shared his experiences of suffering and repression by 
the Indian occupational forces. He focused on the disruption 
of Kashmiri children’s right to education due to widespread 

lockdowns and fear of life. In his zealous speech, he recog-
nized the loss of education due to school closures and the 
rise of mental fears in Kashmiri children. 

Dr Barbara Gallo, a journalist from Rome spoke about the 
denial of freedom of speech and communication blackout 
in Indian occupied Kashmir. She was of the view that one of 
the most dangerous weapons used by the incumbent BJP-led 
government is the blackout of communication in Kashmir. 
She added that such communication bans are collective 

punishment and it is against the standards of international 
human rights law to limit freedom of expression. 

Prof Angelo Santagostino shared his European perspec-
tive on the human rights question of Jammu and Kashmir by 
saying that it has been over a century since Kashmiris are 
suffering from human rights abuses. Prof said that Modi’s 
regime is engaged in the centralization of power and mov-
ing towards cultural and religious intolerance. He concluded 
with saying that European integration and Franco-German 
détente could be replicated in case of Pakistan and India 
and this way Kashmiri’s suffering could be put to an end.

Ms Amna Malik – President Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations, Islamabad concluded the session 
by providing recommendations and invited the panelists to 
share their thoughts as well. She started by stressing that 
there is a need to revisit our policy on Kashmir and reinforce 
the diplomatic efforts to expedite the process of resolution 
of this prolonged issue. She also called for a dialogue com-
prising of all the regional and global powers with a pacific 
approach. Ms Amna also pledged to keep on advocating for 
the basic rights of Kashmiri people.

Approximately 200 people from Pakistan and abroad, in-
cluding representatives of the public and private sector and 
students attended the three-hour-long session. 

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has urged the international 
community to take notice of rogue Indian regime that 
now threatens the stability of the global system.In a 
tweet today, he said the revelations by European Union 
group DisinfoEU on the widespread Indian network of 
subversive activities vindicates Pakistan’s position & 
exposes its detractors.He said Pakistan has consistently 
drawn attention of international community to India’s 
subversive activities to undermine democracies in the 
region. He said it is exporting and funding extremism 
through structures of fake news organizations and 
think tanks. The Prime Minster further said that the 
government has recently provided dossier to UN of In-
dia’s state terrorism in Pakistan. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has once appealed the nation to fully follow the 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) to avoid the 
spread of Covid-19 in the winter season. He made the 
remarks following chairing a meeting of National Co-
ordination Committee on Covid-19 in Islamabad today. 
Alluding to the rising cases of virus in the country with 
occupancy of beds in hospitals reaching almost forty 
percent across the country, the Prime Minister said 

the chances of the spread of the virus can be limited by 
only covering the face. He warned if the current trend 
of the virus persisted, it would put our hospitals, doc-
tors and healthcare staff under tremendous pressure. 
Imran Khan said the opposition parties are holding 
public gatherings which increase the chances of the 
spread of the pandemic. He said by holding the gather-
ings, the opposition cannot put him or the government 
under pressure but they are putting the lives of people 
at risk.  He advised the opposition to postpone their 
gatherings for two to three months for the protection of 
lives of people.The Prime Minister pointed out that the 
wedding halls, restaurants and schools have been shut 
down as part of efforts to control the pandemic. He said 
we have also taken the religious scholars on board to 
ensure compliance of SOPs at the mosques. Imran Khan 
recalled that the nation fully observed the SOPs and 
demonstrated great discipline during the first wave of 
the virus which saved the country from its devastating 
effects witnessed in a neighbouring country. He said we 
need to observe the same precaution now to protect 
the lives and livelihoods.Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has stressed for completing the process of administra-

tive approval of housing projects at the earliest. Imran 
Khan also emphasized that environmental protection 
should be take care of in the construction projects. He 
expressed this resolve during his telephonic conversa-
tion with Bill Gates, the co-chair of the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation.The two sides exchanged views on 
the COVID-19 situation and polio eradication efforts 
in Pakistan. The Prime Minister shared Pakistan’s 
policy to control and mitigate the deleterious impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on health and economy. 
He acknowledged the Gates Foundation’s continued 
support of the Ehsaas Programme, which would help 
the most vulnerable segments of Pakistan’s popula-
tion benefit from its expertise in health, nutrition and 
financial inclusion. Imran Khan commended the Gates 
Foundation’s strong advocacy for the provision of safe 
and effective COVID-19 vaccines to all developing coun-
tries. He reaffirmed that eradication of polio remained 
a key priority of the government. Thanking the Gates 
Foundation for its critical support in building Pakistan’s 
emergency management capacity for polio eradication, 
the Prime Minister highlighted that anti-polio cam-
paigns are being intensified across the country. VoM

Rogue Indian regime that threatens global stability must held 
accountable: PM

Bill Gates heap phrases Pakistan’s efforts to combat COVID-19 pandemic: PM

     Anti-Pakistan 
propaganda set ups 

through front companies of 
India: President Dr Arif Alvi 
President expresses condolence 

to the families of soldiers 
martyred at LoC 

ISLAMABAD
President Dr Arif Alvi Thursday said that running 
its anti-Pakistan propaganda set ups through 
front companies, India banked on fake news for 
the real new being bad. Commenting on investiga-
tion and an extensive report by EU DisinfoLab ex-
posing fake media outlets running anti-Pakistan 
campaign, the president said the vast pro-India, 
anti-Pakistan, fake news and disinformation set 
up existed since 2005. It had grown vast with 750 
media outlets despite exposure last year.Accord-
ing to the report, a dead professor and numer-
ous defunct organisations were resurrected and 
used alongside at least 750 fake media outlets in 
a vast 15-year global disinformation campaign 
to serve Indian interests. “Real news is bad so In-
dia banks on fake news,” the president remarked 
“It is the largest network we have exposed” said 
Alexandre Alaphilippe, executive director of EU 
DisinfoLab. The network was designed primarily 
to “discredit Pakistan internationally” and influ-
ence decision-making at the UN Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) and European Parliament, EU 
DisinfoLab said.   President Dr Arif Alvi Thursday 
telephoned the families of two soldiers martyred 
at Line of Control consequent to the firing by In-
dian troops. “Called the families of Lance Naik 
Tariq and Sepoy Zaroof for condolences,” the 
president tweeted. Both the soldiers martyred 
when Indian troops fired across the LoC in their 
continued cease fire violations. “Families are 
courageous and they thank Allah for this honor. 
These are the brave who protect us,” the presi-
dent remarked. In an official commitment, He was 
speaking at National Dissemination Webinar on 
Pakistan Maternal Mortality Survey via video link 
on Thursday. The President said Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has been very concerned that health 
facilities should be available for everybody. VoM
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Human rights day and 
the women of IOK

The world has recently observed international Human Rights 
day. The theme of this year was Recover Better - Stand Up for 
Human Rights. While the world observed Human rights day, the 
people of Indian occupied Kashmir are facing the brutalities of 
India. The women of IOK are particularly subjected to great suf-
ferings since long. Many of them have been widowed, displaced, 

tormented, raped, and imprisoned. Many of them lost their sons in the hands 
of Indian forces in the valley. Even their daughters are not safe. Many children 
are orphaned. Because of the ultimate chaos, women in Kashmir are forced to 
endure enormous hardships. Their life is quite difficult, but these women are 
brave enough to accept the challenges they are facing. The vulnerability of the 
women in this occupied region has become a constant phenomenon. Women 
in conflict zones have always been victims of wide-ranging forms of hostility. 
The women of Kashmir are going through the same situation. They are not 
only rape survivors but a huge number of them also became half-widows as 
a result of large-scale aggression in the region by Indian forces. The existence 
of half widows has become a common trend now. They are those women 
whose husbands were picked up by the Indian armed forces and then they 
never returned. The standoff and nonstop harassment by the Indian forces 
have a deepening effect on a Kashmiri woman. This effect certainly trickled 
down to other spheres of her life. There is no doubt that Kashmir is bleeding 
constantly since ages but the world is ignoring it by taking it an issue alive 
still long. They aren’t aware of the changing scenarios within the region 
and most importantly what all is there in the mind of every Kashmiri youth.

Revamping Tourism 
industry

In 2018, British Backpacker Society has ranked Pakistan as world’s 
top travel destination by describing Pakistan as “one of the friend-
liest countries on earth, with mountain scenery that is beyond 
anyone’s wildest imagination”. Later World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) published a report regarding Pakistan mentioning that 
the international tourist arrivals grew 5% year-on-year in the 

first nine months of 2018. This further reflected a constant strong de-
mand by the tourists around the world. Therefore Pakistan along with 
world regions enjoyed vigorous growth in international tourism fuelled 
by solid demand from major source markets. The negative delusion 
about Pakistan is fading out with the passage of time. Pakistan has 
actually defeated the terrorism and is heading towards more prosper-
ity. Forbes too placed Pakistan in its top 10 list of the places to visit in 
2019. The magazine evidently indicated, “Explore the valleys of Hunza, 
Shigar and Khaplu via the renowned Karakoram Highway,” suggests 
Sara Barbieri, another specialist with GeoEx. “This little-visited region 
in the far northeast of the country offers the kind of startlingly strik-
ing scenery that compels you to gaze from the window of your 4WD 
without blinking, for fear of missing a moment of the majesty of the 
landscape or one of the astounding suspension bridges that cross the 
surging rivers filled with snow melt. Add to this the warm welcome of 
the people, the glacial blue of Attabad lake, the centuries of history, the 
juxtaposition of granite to greenery, the chance to walk through an age 
old-apricot orchard along water channels cut by hand, and the blazing 
snow-covered glory of Rakiposhi, and you must acknowledge there is a 
grand adventure to be had.” 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

 Sino–India Border Issues and its Implications 
for Pakistan

The dawn of 2020 has brought multi-lateral 
security challenges for global security rang-
ing from the health to food security and 
economic to the traditional security. In this 
situation various security dynamics of South 
Asia were under constant threats that were 

further engraved after recurrence of the Sino-Indian 
Border issues. As the convergence of interests between 
Pakistan and China and China’s growing interest in 
Kashmir Dispute has somehow linked the security of both 
the countries that is why there were deep concerns over 
the emerging regional situation in Pakistan. Furthermore, 
the Indian Media and authorities were constantly propa-
gating the rhetoric of encirclement of Indian by Pakistan 
and China hence raising apprehensions in Pakistan. 
Recapping the current episode of Sino-Indian border 
tensions, “thousands of troops moved into the disputed 
area 14,000 feet up in the Himalayas after skirmishes 
broke out on May 5 near Pangong Lake in Ladakh and on 
May 9 in North Sikkim, leaving more than 100 soldiers 
injured.” There are contradictory views on whether who 
is responsible of current unrest, however, whosoever is 
responsible has put the regional peace at threat. The story 
of the Sino-Indian border tensions is not new as there had 
been multiple incidents in the past too.  Although there 

have been border disputes between the two countries 
since the inception of China, however, the border situation 
deteriorated when Beijing took control of Tibet. After that 
there were many skirmishes over the border alongwith 
a month-long war in 1962 on the Himalayan border. In 
1988, realizing the facts that together they form a third 
of the world’s population, both are nuclear and have urge 
of economic development the two countries decided to 
put aside the differences. Despite of the realization, the 
disagreements over Tibet and Indian apprehensions on 
the growing Sino-Pak relations spoiled the bilateral re-
lations between China and India that ultimately lead to 
Doklam tensions in 2017 and current issue in Ladakh.
The likelihood of direct war between two states is very 
less as both the countries have signed various bilateral 
agreements to settle their border issues. The series of five 
agreements signed between India and China to address 
disputes arising over the LAC include:-

1.“The 1993 Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace 
and Tranquility along the LAC

2.The 1996 Agreement on Confidence Building 
Measures in the Military Field Along the LAC

3.The 2005 Protocol on Modalities for the 
Implementation of Confidence-Building Measures in the 
Military Field Along the LAC

4.The 2012 Agreement on the Establishment of a 
Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination 
on India-China Border Affairs

5.The 2013 Border Defense Cooperation Agreement”.
Despite of less chances of direct war/conflict the situation 
will have short term and long term impact on Pakistan in 
diplomatic and security domain. China and India both are 

the immediate neighbours of Pakistan hence happening 
there will have spillover effect on Pakistan. Currently, the 
two countries are led by the governments in the thrall 
of nationalistic ambition and both are convinced to 
achieve their aims at any cost. In this situation, safety of 
Pakistan’s national interests is really important through 
diplomatic engagement. The US is keen to make India a 
regional “Policeman” to reduce Chinese influence in the 
region hence by capitalizing the Sino-Indian differences 
and clash of interests US wants to use India to contain 
China. In this regard, Pakistan is not a good option for 
the US because of Pak-Sino strategic partnership, CPEC 
and converged interests of China and Pakistan; there-
fore, it has sided with India in the region. In this context, 
India is now frontline state of the US whereas; Pakistan 
is frontline state of China in the greater game. Being the 
closed ally China’s political and military engagements 
have direct impact on Pakistan. In the current case of 
Ladkh the Indian aspire to involve the US as a mediator 
in the regional affairs will increase the influence of extra-
regional players in the regional affairs and will also again 
make the US relevant in the region. The involvement of US 
in the region will put Pakistan in a difficult situation as it 
will have to balance the relations between its old military 
ally (US) and strategic partner (China).

Will Smith returning for season two of Snapchat show
LONDON

Will Smith is heading back to 
Snapchat for a special second sea-
son of his isolation series Will From 
Home.The Bad Boys for Life star will 
launch a 10-episode holiday edition 
on Monday, and this time around, 
he will be sharing the spotlight with 
everyday Americans, recognised for 
their acts of selflessness and bravery 
amid the COVID-19 crisis.He will also 
welcome a string of celebrity guests, 
including musicians Alicia Keys, Jason 
Derulo, Ludacris, DJ Khaled, Lil Nas X, 
Jill Scott, Master P, and Black Thought, 
and actress Liza Koshy.Will From Home 
debuted in April and documented the 
actor’s activities as he spent time with 
his family in isolation at the start of 
the pandemic.The show, which was 
produced by Westbrook Media, the 
firm owned by Will and his wife Jada 
Pinkett Smith, became one of the so-
cial media platform’s most popular 
original releases, with more than 35 
million Snapchat users tuning in to 
watch.Westbrook Media President Brad 
Haugen said of the new season: “We 
have experienced many challenges this 
year, but Season 2 of ‘Will From Home’ 
is an incredible reminder of the power 
that we as individuals have to better 
the lives of those around us.”

NASA Names Artemis Team of Astronauts Eligible 
for Early Moon Missions

LONDON
NASA has selected 18 astronauts from its 

corps to form the Artemis Team and help 
pave the way for the next astronaut mis-
sions on and around the Moon as part of 
the Artemis program.Vice President Mike 
Pence introduced the members of the 
Artemis Team Wednesday during the eighth 
National Space Council meeting at NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida.“I give you 
the heroes who will carry us to the Moon 
and beyond – the Artemis Generation,” said 
Vice President Mike Pence. “It is amazing to 
think that the next man and first woman on 
the Moon are among the names that we just 
read. The Artemis Team astronauts are the 
future of American space exploration – and 
that future is bright.”The astronauts on the 
Artemis Team come from a diverse range 
of backgrounds, expertise, and experience. 
The agency’s modern lunar exploration 
program will land the first woman and 
next man on the Moon in 2024 and estab-
lish a sustainable human lunar presence by 
the end of the decade.NASA will announce 
flight assignments for astronauts later, 
pulling from the Artemis Team. Additional 
Artemis Team members, including inter-
national partner astronauts, will join this 
group, as needed.“We are incredibly grate-

ful for the president and vice president’s 
support of the Artemis program, as well as 
the bipartisan support for all of NASA’s sci-
ence, aeronautics research, technology de-
velopment, and human exploration goals,” 
said NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine. 
“As a result, we’re excited to share this next 
step in exploration – naming the Artemis 
Team of astronauts who will lead the way, 
which includes the first woman and next 
man to walk on the lunar surface.”The 
astronauts of the Artemis Team will help 
NASA prepare for the coming Artemis mis-
sions, which begin next year working with 
the agency’s commercial partners as they 
develop human landing systems; assisting 
in the development of training; defining 
hardware requirements; and consulting on 
technical development. They also will en-
gage the public and industry on the Artemis 
program and NASA’s exploration plans.

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Pakistan’s Federal Minister of Science 
& Technology, Fawad Chaudhry, recently 
visited GITEX Technology Week 2020 held 
in Dubai, UAE. During his visit, the min-
ister met with Charles Yang, President 
of Huawei Middle East, who offered the 
minister a closer view of cutting-edge 
5G technologies, cloud and AI platforms, 
smart office solutions, as well as smart 
city and smart education solutions for 
an increasingly digital world. Spacelee, 
Vice President of Huawei Middle East, 
and Mark Meng, CEO of Huawei Pakistan, 
were also present during the showcase. 
The minister thanked Huawei for its con-
tinued investments in Pakistan and sup-
port for the development of Pakistan’s 
ICT Industry. He emphasized that the 
government firmly supports Huawei’s 
business in Pakistan and the open col-
laboration needed to build a strong 

technology ecosystem. The minister also 
invited Huawei and other tech giants to 
form new partnerships with Pakistan, 
particularly in the area of ICT talent de-
velopment and technology innovation. 
Yang thanked the minister for his support, 
noting that this year’s GITEX Technology 
Week comes at a time when the true value 
of ICT has become increasingly clear. 
Keeping people, businesses, and communi-
ties connected even when physically apart 
is more essential than ever to the world’s 
socio-economic recovery, according to Yang, 
and the further development of the digital 
economy is what will propel sustainable 
growth and support the Digital Pakistan 
initiative in a post-pandemic world.   
While at GITEX, the minister also visited 
prestigious Pakistani companies such as 
Premier Cable, encouraging Pakistani com-
panies to do more for the development of 
the ICT industry and to support innovation 
across the country.

Pakistan Federal Minister of Science & Technology visits GITEX Technology Week 2020 

December-10-1941

Adolf Hitler declares war on the 
United States, bringing America, 
which had been neutral, into the 
European conflict.The bombing 
of Pearl Harbor surprised even 
Germany. Although Hitler had 

made an oral agreement with his Axis partner 
Japan that Germany would join a war against the 
United States, he was uncertain as to how the 
war would be engaged. Japan’s attack on Pearl 
Harbor answered that question. On December 8, 
Japanese Ambassador Oshima went to German 
Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop to nail the 
Germans down on a formal declaration of war 
against America. Von Ribbentrop stalled for time; 
he knew that Germany was under no obligation 
to do this under the terms of the Tripartite Pact, 
which promised help if Japan was attacked, but not 
if Japan was the aggressor. Von Ribbentrop feared 
that the addition of another antagonist, the United 
States, would overwhelm the German war effort. 
But Hitler thought otherwise. He was convinced 
that the United States would soon beat him to 
the punch and declare war on Germany. The U.S. 
Navy was already attacking German U-boats, and 
Hitler despised Roosevelt for his repeated verbal 

attacks against his Nazi ideology. He also believed 
that Japan was much stronger than it was, that 
once it had defeated the United States, it would 
turn and help Germany defeat Russia. So at 3:30 
p.m. (Berlin time) on December 11, the German 
charge d’affaires in Washington handed American 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull a copy of the decla-
ration of war. That very same day, Hitler addressed 
the Reichstag to defend the declaration. The failure 

of the New Deal, argued Hitler, was the real cause 
of the war, as President Roosevelt, supported by 
plutocrats and Jews, attempted to cover up for 
the collapse of his economic agenda. “First he in-
cites war, then falsifies the causes, then odiously 
wraps himself in a cloak of Christian hypocrisy and 
slowly but surely leads mankind to war,” declared 
Hitler—and the Reichstag leaped to their feet in 
thunderous applause.

Germany declares war on the United States
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Wazen sisters celebrate 
footwear fashion win

DUBAI
Lebanese influencer Karen Wazen was on hand to 
celebrate her sister Andrea Wazen’s exciting news 
on Wednesday as the footwear designer won the 
Emerging Talent prize at the Footwear News (FN) 
Achievement Awards this week. The Lebanese shoe 
designer took to Instagram to share the news with 
her 175,000 followers. “What a feeling… I cannot 
explain the joy and satisfaction I am feeling,” she 
wrote before thanking Michael Atmore, chief brand 
officer and the director of the event, for recognizing 
her as this year’s emerging talent, stylist Jill Jacobs 
for presenting her with the award and her team, who 
she said she couldn’t have “accomplished any of this” 
without. “Last but not least, I would like to dedicate 
this award to my beautiful city, my source of inspira-
tion and my home Beirut,” her message read. Andrea 
was among a long list of creatives whose offices, at-
eliers and boutiques were destroyed by the deadly 
explosion that ripped through Beirut’s port area on 
Aug. 4. When receiving the award, Andrea — in a 
clip shared by her twin sister Jessica Wazen — said: 
“This is really unreal considering what a year I’ve 
been through. VoM

Meghan Trainor feels she’s 
beating gestational diabetes

NEW YORK
Meghan Trainor has turned her gestational diabetes 
diagnosis into “a game”. The 26-year-old pop star - who 
is currently preparing for the arrival of a baby boy - 
has revealed she’s adopted a competitive approach to 
gestational diabetes, which can cause high blood sugar 
that can affect the baby’s health. She explained: “I just 
watch what I eat now. I write everything now. “I check 
my blood. And we’re good now. I’ve been crushing it. 
It’s like a game for me and I’m winning. It’s nice to 
know we’re both healthy.” Meghan also revealed she’s 
enjoying the experience of being pregnant during 
quarantine. She told ‘The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon’: “It was great not travelling, and if I felt sick, I 
was like, ‘Well, at least I’m home and doing interviews 
like this.’ I was so lucky for that.” On the other hand, 
Meghan recently confessed she’s “scared” about giving 
birth without her mother by her side. The ‘All About 
That Bass’ hitmaker - who married actor Daryl Sabara 
in 2018 - is really worried that her mother Kelli won’t 
be allowed in the room when she gives birth due to 
coronavirus restrictions. She said: “Some appointments 
my husband got to go to and some he didn’t. But those 
appointments, the doctors were very nice to me and set 
up a FaceTime ... I’m scared of birth and, like, not being 
able to have my mom in the room. ‘Cause, like, they can 
barely let your husband in the room, but I’m like, ‘But 
I need my momma … I just need my head rubs.’” In the 
short term, Meghan is looking forward to her birthday 
and Christmas. VoM

Taylor Swift donates to fan’s 
local food bank after Christmas 

lights show

LONDON
Taylor Swift is continuing her festive charity drive by do-
nating to a fan’s local food bank after admiring her family’s 
extravagant holiday decor, set to the sounds of the pop su-
perstar’s music. Aspiring singer Sarah Bailey shared video 
footage of her festive home in Ohio online last week, show-
ing off the huge light display set to the tune of Christmas 
Tree Farm, which Swift released last year. “BAILEY FAMILY 
LIGHTS...,” she captioned the clip. “I am so excited that we 
added this song to the display this year and I hope she can 
see this!!!” Bailey had tagged Swift in the Twitter post, and on 
Tuesday, she revealed the singer had personally reached out 
to share her joy at the lavish lights. Alongside a screenshot 
of the direct message, Bailey wrote, “GUYS SHE SAW THE 
VIDEO AND MESSAGED ME OMG (oh my God) OMG OMG IM 
FREAKING OUT THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH FOR SHARING... 
(sic)!!!!! I LOVE YOU TAYLOR!!!!!!!!” In the message, Swift 
wrote, “Sarah! I loved your family’s Christmas lights show!!! 
Thank you (and your dad) so much for using Christmas Tree 
Farm to create such a fun spectacle.” Bailey’s bright display 
also sent a reminder about the location of a food drop box to 
help those less fortunate this Christmas, and Swift took note. 
“I really love how you’ve chosen to give back by mentioning 
your local bank,” the Shake It Off hitmaker continued. VoM

Bureau Reuter
PARIS  

Barcelona’s World Cup-winning 
footballer Antoine Griezmann said 
Thursday he was ending his sponsor-
ship contract with Huawei over re-
ports the Chinese telecoms giant was 

involved in the surveillance of Uighur 
Muslims. Frenchman Griezmann said 
on Instagram: “Following strong sus-
picions that Huawei has contributed 
to the development of a ‘Uighurs alert’ 
through the use of facial recognition 
software, I am immediately ending 

my partnership with the company.” 
US-based surveillance research firm 
IPVM said in a report Tuesday that 
Huawei had been involved in testing 
facial recognition software in China 
that could send alerts to police when 
it recognized Uighur minorities’ faces. 
China has come under intense interna-
tional criticism over its policies in the 
resource-rich Xinjiang territory, where 
rights groups say as many as one mil-
lion Uighurs and other mostly Muslim 
minorities have been held in intern-
ment camps. China defends the camps 
as vocational training centers aimed at 
stamping out terrorism and improving 
employment opportunities. Griezmann, 
a forward who was one of the lead-
ing members of the France team that 
won the 2018 World Cup in Russia, 
has been a Huawei brand ambassador 
since 2017.

Staff Report
Lahore

Former Test cricketer Ramiz Raja said South 
Africa’s tour to Pakistan will benefit the coun-
try from several perspectives.  Speaking on 
his YouTube channel, Raja said South Africa 
is one of the biggest cricket teams around the 
world and their tour to Pakistan will be a huge 
development for the country. “It is the biggest 
news for Pakistan as we all were waiting for 
a big team to tour Pakistan,” he said. “South 
Africa is one of the biggest cricket teams 
around the world and their tour to Pakistan 
will definitely give confidence to other coun-
tries that Pakistan is safe not only for cricket 
but from the business point of view too,” he 
added. It must be noted here that Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) confirmed South Africa 
will tour Pakistan in January to play three 
T20Is and two Tests. Karachi and Rawalpindi 
will host a Test each while Lahore will host 
all three T20Is.

Benchmark index advances 0.24% 
to settle at 42,305.84

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Bulls held control of the stock market on 
Thursday and the KSE-100 index climbed 102 
points amid cautious trading. Political and re-
gional instability failed to break the rising mo-
mentum of the index. On the domestic front, 
opposition parties had threatened to resign from 
the national and provincial assemblies, which 
was anticipated to impact trading during the ses-
sion. An overall lack of positive triggers, however, 
restrained the index from posting handsome 
gains and resulted in range-bound trading. In 
the morning, trading began on a positive note 
and the KSE-100 index stayed in the green zone 
for most part of the session. Activity remained 
lackustre due to no encouraging news to give 
direction to the market. Still, the index man-
aged to cross the 42,300-point mark. At close, 
the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded an in-
crease of 101.81 points, or 0.24%, to settle at 
42,305.84 points. A report of Arif Habib Limited 
stated that the market maintained the cautious 
stance as had been witnessed in previous ses-
sions. However, in the process, it discounted 
the potential negative impact of resignation by 
opposition lawmakers from the national and 

provincial assemblies as well as the threat of a 
false Indian “flag operation”. Investors focused 
their attention on fundamentally sound stocks, 
particularly the main board companies, such 
as HBL and NBP, which not only had dividend 
prospects but had also shown healthy profits. 
The cement sector remained range bound as did 
oil and gas marketing companies and fertiliser 
firms. “Investors, in general, have been waiting 
for a clear positive trigger and have weathered 
the threat from political as well as law and 
order situation,” the report said. JS Global ana-
lyst Danish Ladhani said the benchmark KSE-
100 index again traded sideways and touched 
a high and low of +237 and -84 points respec-
tively to finally close at 42,306, up 102 points. 
The market remained in the consolidation phase 
with mixed activity in banks among which HBL 
(+0.8%), Bank AL Habib (+1.3%) and Bank 
Alfalah (+1.9%) closed in the green while UBL 
(-0.3%) and Habib Metro (-0.5%) ended lower. 
Volume leaders were Pakistan International Bulk 
Terminal (+5%), Unity Foods (+1.8%), K-Electric 
(-1.6%), Pakistan Refinery (+1.6%) and TRG 
Pakistan (+2.6%), which cumulatively contrib-
uted 187 million shares to the total volumes. 
Lower investor participation could be attrib-
uted to cross-border tensions as Pakistan Army 
was put on high alert amid the threat of another 
attempt by India to conduct a “surgical strike” 

inside Pakistan’s territory, he said. Moreover, the 
Pakistan Democratic Movement’s (PDM) rally 
was due to be held at the weekend. “Moving for-
ward, we recommend investors to take positions 
in blue chip stocks on the weaker side,” the ana-
lyst said. Overall, trading volumes rose to 472.4 
million shares compared with Wednesday’s tally 
of 438.1 million. The value of shares traded dur-
ing the day was Rs19.3 billion. Shares of 400 
companies were traded. At the end of the day, 
194 stocks closed higher, 190 declined and 16 re-
mained unchanged. Pakistan International Bulk 
Terminal was the volume leader with 50 million 
shares, gaining Rs0.65 to close at Rs13.55. It was 
followed by Unity Foods with 35.6 million shares, 
gaining Rs0.51 to close at Rs28.43 and K-Electric 
with 34.1 million shares, losing Rs0.06 to close at 
Rs3.63. Foreign institutional investors were net 
sellers of Rs316.8 million worth of shares during 
the trading session, according to data compiled 
by the National Clearing Company of Pakistan. 

Bureau Report
RIYADH 

The total value of mortgage loans 
surged 88 percent to SR105.52 bil-
lion ($28.142 billion) in the first 
10 months of this year, according 
to figures from the Saudi Central 
Bank. The huge increase in demand 
for mortgages is part of the Saudi 
government’s aim to increase home-
ownership in the Kingdom to 70 
percent as part of the Vision 2030 
targets, up from 50 percent in 2018. 
A breakdown of mortgage loans in 

October showed that mortgages to 
buy villas made up the bulk of loans, 
representing 81 percent, with the 
remainder being used to purchase 
apartments and land plots. The 
source of mortgages saw some fluc-
tuations in October, with the number 
of contracts signed with banks and 
retail clients increasing 22 percent, 
while those prepared by financial 
firms declined 39 percent compared 
to last year. Accountancy firm KPMG 
stated in a recent quarterly report 
that the Saudi banking sector in the 
third quarter (Q3) of 2020 experi-
enced a range of regulatory changes, 
such as reform to property tax laws, 
which has benefited would-be home 
buyers. Khalil Ibrahim Al-Sedais, of-
fice managing partner for KPMG in 
Riyadh, said: “The lending space 
in the Saudi banking sector has 
been rife with continued growth in 

mortgage financing throughout the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) en-
vironment. “It is an endorsement of 
the housing demand in the country 
and testament of government sup-
port measures.” A recent Q3 report 
by consultancy firm JLL said that 
the Saudi government’s decision to 
exempt property deals from 15 per-
cent value-added tax (VAT), and in-
stead impose a new 5 percent tax on 
transactions, helped boost the sector 
and was “a move expected to main-
tain momentum in the residential 
mortgage market, which has so far 
proven resilient and has managed to 
weather the impact of COVID-19.” A 
clear indicator of the sector’s resil-
ience can be seen in comments by 
Fabrice Susini, the CEO of the Saudi 
Real Estate Refinance Co. (SRC). The 
firm was set up in 2017 by the Saudi 
Public Investment Fund (PIF) with 

the aim of helping the mortgage sec-
tor and had set a target of 10 percent 
of total residential mortgage loans 
by the end of 2020 and 20 percent 
over the next few years. However, 
Susini told S&P Global in June the 
timeframes for SRC’s targets had 
been extended due to the “dynamic 
growth in the mortgage market in 
the past year.” While the total value 
of the annual mortgage loan figure 
is up 88 percent overall between 
January and October, the COVID-19 
pandemic impacted on growth dur-
ing the year and there were some 
clear fluctuations.“Undoubtedly 
COVID-19 has impacted on individ-
uals’ decision to buy a house, espe-
cially during the complete lockdown 
period, which has made it difficult 
for home buyers to look for a house,” 
financial analyst and banking expert, 
Talat Zaki Hafiz.

Saudi retail mortgage loans surge 88% as of end-October

Egypt to continue 
strong growth over 

next two years
Bureaau Report

CAIRO 
Egypt’s economy is fore-

cast to continue its positive 
growth over the next two fis-
cal years, Egyptian Minister 
of Finance Mohamed Maait 
has said.  Maait  said that 
t h e  c u r re n t  f i s c a l  ye a r, 
which began on July 1 this 
year and will  end in June 
2021, will see the Egyptian 
economy expand by between 
2.8 and 4 percent, while it 
wil l  r ise by between 5.5 
and 6.5 percent during the 
following fiscal  year.  The 
minister said that the posi-
tive economic growth has 
helped Egypt ian  compa-
nies weather the storm of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
“Without economic reform, 
there  would not  be  any 
hard currency to buy medi-
cines and medical supplies, 
and import petroleum ma-
terials ,”  Maait  said .  Two 
weeks ago, the International 
Monetary Fund praised the 
performance of the Egyptian 
economy, saying that it “ex-
ceeded expectations” thanks 
to a series of rapid contain-
ment measures. The policies 
l imited the effects of  the 
pandemic, but also helped 
the Egyptian economy re-
cord a growth rate of 3.6 
percent, the second highest 
in the world in 2020, the 
Fund said.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Saudi equities ended 
the session Thursday, 
Dec 10, 2020, with the 
benchmark Tadawul All 
Share Index (TASI) down 
by 0.2 percent, or 16 
points, to close at 8,644. 
Total turnover reached 
SR11 billion ($2.933 
billion), with advance-
decline ratio at 95:92. 
Al-Samaani’s share rose 
in its first session after 
moving from the paral-
lel market to the main 
market, with a maxi-
mum rate of SR271.60 
- recording the highest 
closing since the listing 
- with trades amount-
ing to about 195,000 
shares.  Saudi  Kayan 
closed at SR13.42, up 3 
percent, amid trading 
of about 23.1 million 
shares. The Saudi Food 

and Drug Authority 
(SFDA) approved today, 
Dec.  10,  registration 
of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine in 
the Kingdom. On the 
other hand, shares of Al 
Rajhi Bank and SABIC 
declined by 1 percent, 
to close at  SR73.60 
and SR97, respectively. 
Shares of Jabal Omar, 
R iyad  Bank ,  Savol a 
Group, Mouwasat and 
Advanced ended their 
trading today, declin-
ing by rates ranging be-
tween 1 percent and 2 
percent.

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Saudi Arabia has become the 
first Arab country to sign a dou-
ble taxation avoidance agreement 
with Taiwan, CNA, the Taiwanese 
state news agency, reported on 
Thursday. Joanne Ou, a spokes-
person for Taiwan’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), said 
that the agreement was signed 
in Riyadh on Dec. 2. The new tax 
agreement will come into effect 
from Jan. 1, 2021. According to 
the CNA report, Saudi Arabia 

is Taiwan’s 13th largest trad-
ing partner and trade between 
the two countries was valued at 
$8.66 billion in 2019. “As Saudi 
Arabia gradually shifts away from 
dependence on its oil exports, 
it is adopting a diversified eco-
nomic policy that encourages for-
eign investment,” MOFA said in a 
statement. “The latest tax agree-
ment will help facilitate bilateral 
investment, trade, employment 
opportunities, technological ex-
change and cooperation on taxes 
and tariffs,” it added.

Thursday trading: Tadawul declines 
marginally, Al-Samaani rises

Saudi Arabia becomes first Arab country to sign 
double tax avoidance agreement with Taiwan

Bureau Report
HAIL 

The first of two back-to-back Baja 
events running under the Hail Rally 
Toyota 2020 banner gets underway 
at Al-Maghwat, on the outskirts of 
Hail city, on Thursday evening. 
The three-day event will mark the 
fourth round of the 2020 FIA World 
Cup for Cross-Country Bajas and 
finishes on Saturday afternoon. The 
Saudi Automobile and Motorcycle 
Federation has confirmed that, 
subject to technical checks and last-
minute changes, 54 FIA cars, 27 mo-
torcycles, 25 quads and one truck 
will take part in the main event, 
with 35 additional vehicles com-
peting in a National Rally. Toyota 
Gazoo Racing’s Nasser Saleh Al-
Attiyah won the Hail International 
Rally in 2009 with a BMW X3CC and 
in 2011 with a Volkswagen Race 
Touareg. He starts as one of the pre-
event favorites to achieve success, 
in addition to using the two events 
as a shakedown test for January’s 
Saudi Dakar Rally. The three-time 
Dakar winner said: “It is good to be 
able to use the Bajas for a test, but 
it will not be easy. Most of the driv-
ers will use the same car for Dakar 
but, at the same time, the teams 
will be asking the drivers not to 
push to save the cars from damage. 
It’s nice to be here in Hail for two 
Bajas. After the races, I will do two 
more days of testing here and then 
two days of driver teaching. Then, 
the whole team will be in Jeddah 
for Dec. 25, and we will spend New 
Year’s there before Dakar.” While 
Al-Attiyah’s Toyota teammate 
Bernhard Ten Brinke concentrates 
on his quest for the FIA Bajas driv-
ers’ title, Jakub Przygonski drives a 
third of six official Toyota entries 
and will be hoping to claim the win. 

Przygonski said: “I am really happy 
to come back to the desert. The 
last time was back in March. Timo 
(Gottschalk) and I will be able to 
test the new car and a lot of things. 
We will try to be as fast as possible. 
It has been a hard year, but I was 
able to win the Polish Cross-Country 
Championship and be the vice-
champion in rallycross. It means I 
did quite a lot during this hard year.” 
Triple Dakar champion Carlos Sainz 
and record-breaking 13-time event 
winner Stephane Peterhansel will 
debut their latest specification Mini 
John Cooper Works Buggies at the 
two Bajas in Hail, before using the 
new STC-backed cars at the Dakar 
in January.X-raid team engineers in 
Germany have managed to make 
substantial improvements to the 
Buggy, including weight reduction 
and revisions to suspension ge-
ometry and setup. The cars have 
been tested recently in the UAE, 
and shakedowns will continue at 
the Bajas in Hail.The Russian duo 
of Baja title contender Vladimir 
Vasilyev and Viktor Khoroshavtsev 
will use four-wheel-drive de-
rivatives of the MINI John Cooper 
Works Rally, while Denis Krotov 
drives a Mini All4 Racing — the 
model that recently celebrated its 
10th anniversary and was the first 
of the Mini cross-country machines 
to be devised by X-raid back in 
December 2010.

KSE-100 gains 102 points in range bound session

Barcelona’s Griezmann ends Huawei contract over 
Uighur surveillance

Hail Rally 2020 gets underway 
in opener of Baja events

‘SA tour to Pakistan will increase confidence of other 
countries’ Raja
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LONDON 
Global equity indexes were 
mostly near flat on Wednesday 
as upbeat COVID-19 vaccine 
news was offset by lingering 
concern about the econom-
ic recovery, while sterling 
gained after recent weakness. 
The S&P 500 was unchanged 
after hitting a record high at 
the opening. Investors were 
hopeful for further U.S. eco-
nomic relief and more news 
on vaccines on Wednesday 
as the coronavirus pandemic 
continued to take its toll on 
the U.S. economy. The U.S. 
House of Representatives was 
set to vote Wednesday on a 
one-week stopgap funding 
bill that will buy more time 
to reach a deal on COVID-19 
relief, with separate aid pack-
ages of more than $900 bil-
lion on the table. “The market 
remains very optimistic that 
some sort of a stimulus deal 
would be cut before the end 
of the year, and that would 
indicate the economy may not 
falter or wind up in a double-

dip recession,” said Peter Car-
dillo, chief market economist 
at Spartan Capital Securities 
in New York. Johnson & John-
son this week said it could ob-
tain late-stage trial results for 
a single-dose vaccine in Janu-
ary, earlier than expected. 
Britain this week became the 
first Western nation to begin 
a wide vaccination campaign. 
However, Britain injected a 
note of caution, saying people 
with a history of significant 
allergic reactions responded 
adversely to the Pfizer vac-
cine. The Dow Jones Industri-
al Average fell 29.82 points, 
or 0.1%, to 30,144.06, the 
S&P 500 lost 1.3 points, or 
0.04%, to 3,700.95 and the 

Nasdaq Composite dropped 
8.16 points, or 0.06%, to 
12,574.62. The pan-Euro-
pean STOXX 600 index rose 
0.45% and MSCI’s gauge 
of stocks across the globe 
gained 0.11%, also hitting a 
record high earlier. Sterling 
was last trading at $1.3396, 
up 0.32% on the day.British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
warned the European Union 
on Wednesday it must scrap 
demands which he says are 
unacceptable if there is to be 
a Brexit trade deal to avoid 
a turbulent breakup in three 
weeks. The dollar index rose 
0.129%. U.S. Treasury yields 
rose on hopes of more domes-
tic fiscal stimulus and on the 
vaccine news. The benchmark 
10-year Treasury note yield 
was up 3.1 basis points at 
0.9444% in morning trading. 
Oil futures were down slightly 
, while spot gold prices were 
down more than 1%, with the 
start of vaccine treatment re-
ducing safe-haven demand for 
the precious metal. Reuters

US used the Hong Kong is-
sue to severely interfere in 

China’s internal affairs
VIENNA   

China on Thursday an-
nounced decisions to impose 
reciprocal sanctions against 
US officials in its executive 
and legislative Departments, 
non-profit organization 
(NGO) representatives and 
their family members in re-
sponse to the latest US sanc-
tions on 14 Chinese deputy 
state-level officials. Officials 
in the US executive branch are 
believed for the first time to 
be included in China’s sanc-
tions list, the harshest recip-
rocal retaliation from China 
against Washington’s provo-
cations so far. Observers be-
lieve that given outgoing Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo 
is the mastermind of a series 
of US bills and sanctions on 
Chinese officials over Hong 
Kong affairs, he might be in-
cluded in the Chinese sanc-
tions list, and could be made 

permanent.  The Chinese For-
eign Ministry also announced 
Thursday it will revoke visa 
exemption treatment for US 
diplomatic passport holders 
visiting China’s Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Re-
gion (HKSAR) and Macao SAR 
after the US imposed financial 
sanctions and a travel ban on 
more than a dozen Chinese 
officials. Experts believed 
that the move will largely re-
duce the room for US officials 
to meddle in Hong Kong af-
fairs, experts noted. Given 
the US used the Hong Kong 
issue to severely interfere in 
China’s internal affairs, China 
decided to impose reciprocal 
sanctions on US officials from 
its executive branch Congress 
and personnel at NGOs as well 

as their family members, who 
have been behaving badly on 
Hong Kong affairs, Hua Chu-
nying, spokesperson of the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry, told 
a press conference on Thurs-
day, adding that US officials 
holding diplomatic passports 
would be deprived the visa 
exemption treatment for vis-
iting Hong Kong and Macao. 
Such measures, considered 
the strongest reaction to the 
latest US sanctions on 14 vice 
chairs of the China’s National 
People’s Congress Stand-
ing Committee, the country’s 
top legislature, are expected 
to cause “real pain” to US of-
ficials who pushed forward 
Hong Kong related bills, play-
ing vicious roles in turning 
the Chinese city into a base of 
subversion, which also serves 
as the sternest warning to the 
Trump administration during 
its “garbage time” in office 
and targets some major ‘black 
hands’ behind Hong Kong af-
fairs, such as Pompeo, observ-
ers said.

AID will help save lives 
and protect the economy

ISLAMABAD
The World Bank’s Board of Executive Direc-
tors Wednesday approved $300 million in fi-
nancing for two projects in Pakistan the Sindh 
Resilience Project and the Solid Waste Emer-
gency and Efficiency Project. These invest-
ments will bolster Pakistan’s efforts to build 
resilience to natural hazards such as floods 
and droughts in the Sindh province, and will 
strengthen solid waste management in Ka-
rachi to tackle recurrent urban flooding and 
public health emergencies in the city. “Build-
ing resilience to natural disasters and health 
emergencies is an important and urgent agen-
da in Pakistan, that will help save lives and 
protect the economy,” said Najy Benhassine, 
World Bank Country Director for Pakistan in 
a statement issued here. “The debilitating im-
pact of recent floods in Karachi, droughts and 
extreme rainfall in Sindh, and of course the 
COVID-19 pandemic, make it imperative that 
risk reduction investments strengthen multi-
sectoral dialogue and coordination at the city, 
provincial, and national levels to ensure pro-
tections for vulnerable communities and fight 

the spread of disease.” The US$200 million 
Sindh Resilience Project Additional Financ-
ing will help the government better manage 
climate and disaster risks, including floods, 
droughts, and public health emergencies. The 
project will strengthen linkages between di-
saster risk management and the health sector 
by establishing the Sindh Emergency Service 
to strengthen capacity for disaster prepared-
ness and emergency response, including 
health crises such as COVID-19. The project 
also improves irrigation infrastructure to 
protect vulnerable communities living in ru-
ral areas, which will directly benefit 750,000 
citizens in drought-prone areas of Kirthar 
range hills and the Nagarparkar region in 
the Tharparkar District. “The establishment 
of Sindh Emergency Service will greatly en-
hance the government’s responsiveness to 
natural disasters and emergencies, particu-
larly in a megacity like Karachi where many 
lives are lost due to insufficient emergency 
medical services,” said Ahsan Tehsin, Task 
Team Leader for the Sindh Resilience Project. 
“The project will also improve water security 
for rural communities that suffer from chron-
ic malnutrition and poverty and are forced 
to migrate due to water insecurity.”  VoM

Shibli Faraz   Extends gratitude British 
education reformer Michael Barber for issuing 
a comprehensive report on the government’s 

flagship project ‘Ehsaas’
ISLAMABAD

In his message on International Human Rights Day, being 
marked today, Minister for Information and Broadcast-
ing Senator Shibli Faraz urged the world community to 
take practical steps to bring India to justice for the crimes 
against humanity in the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK). “Today, while celebrating the World 
Human Rights Day, its champions should not only take 
urgent notice of the worst atrocities being committed 
against innocent people of the beautiful Kashmir val-
ley and violations of their fundamental rights but also 
take practical steps for bringing India and Indian occu-
pied forces to justice,” he said in a series of tweet. Shibli 
said the valley had been giving a look of the world’s larg-
est prison since August 5, 2019 as women, children and 
senior citizens were locked up in their own homes, fac-
ing tough restrictions and communication blackouts.
He maintained that the global day celebrations’ impor-
tance could only be enhanced by preventing India’s crime 
against humanity and protecting the fundamental rights 
of Kashmiris.  Minister for Information and Broadcast-
ing Senator Shibli Faraz Thursday extended his gratitude 
to a British education reformer Michael Barber for issu-

ing a comprehensive report on the government’s flag-
ship project ‘Ehsaas’. “Thank you very much Sir Michael 
Barber! You have been extremely kind and gave us your 
precious time to share with us your findings on (Ehsaas 
Programme) and guiding us in that regard,” The minister 
told the media after the British reformer presented his 
report through a video link in a news briefing arranged 
jointly by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 
and Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Division. He said 
the government would share his findings with the people 
of Pakistan and elsewhere in the world. Shibli said the 
government would continue to look forward for his com-
ments and suggestions for further improving ‘Ehsaas’ 
programme and service delivery in the country. Accord-
ing to the report, titled ‘ the Ehsaas Programme: Shifting 
from politics of patronage to politics of performance’,  VoM

   UN General Assembly 
adopts four Pakistani 
disarmament-related 

resolutions

Pakistan express global 
engagement to ensure 

human rights of masses: 
Dr Mazari 

BEIJING
Pakistan Ambassador to China, Moin ul 
Haque met with Yu Yougen, Deputy Sec-
retary General, China Education Associa-
tion for International Exchange (CEAIE) 
and appreciated the association for pro-
moting the education sector through of-
fering the education exchanges. “These 
students’ exchanges and institutional 
linkages are an important component of 
our bilateral cooperation, helping people 
to people contact and fostering a bet-
ter understanding between the people of 
different countries,”� he added. Deputy 
Secretary General Yougen briefed Ambas-
sador Haque about CEAIE and said that 
is China’s nationwide not-for-profit orga-
nization conducting international educa-
tion exchanges and cooperation. He also 
highlighted that it is CEAIE goal to meet 
China’s need of modernization construc-
tion, developing exchanges and coop-
eration between the Chinese educational 
community and other parts of the world 
by promoting the advancement of educa-
tion, culture, science and technology. VoM

Pakistan’s committed to promote the objec-
tives of regional and global disarmament 

UNITED NATIONS
The United Nations General Assembly has 
stamped its approval on Pakistan’s four 
resolutions aimed at strengthening regional 
and international peace and security. The 
resolutions were recommended by the 
193-member Assembly ’s Disarmament 
Committee where the texts were adopted by 
overwhelming support of its membership. Of 
these, three resolutions dealt with regional 
disarmament, conventional arms control at 
regional and sub-regional levels as well as 
Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) in 
the regional and sub-regional context. The 
fourth Pakistani resolution sought security 
assurances for non-nuclear states. Entitled, 
“Conclusion of  effective international 
arrangements  to  assure non-nuclear-
weapon states against the use or threat of 
use of nuclear weapons”, the resolution was 
adopted by a vote of 125 in favour to none 
against, with 62 abstentions. The resolution, 
entitled “Conventional arms control at 
the regional and subregional levels”, was 
adopted by a vote of 183 in favour, with 
only India casting a negative vote. Four 
countries were abstained. The resolutions on 
“Regional Disarmament” and “Confidence-
building measures in the regional and 
subregional context” were adopted by 
consensus. Diplomats said the approval of 
the resolutions by the General Assembly 
was as an acknowledgement of Pakistan’s 
commitment to promote the objectives of 
regional and global disarmament as well 
as strengthening international peace and 
security. At a time of growing mistrust and 
rising tensions in various regions of the 
world, especially in South Asia, regional 
approaches to disarmament to strengthen 
peace and security had assumed greater 
relevance and significance,  they said, 
noting that the General Assembly has long 
recognized that international peace and 
security was co-dependent on stability 
at the regional and sub-regional levels. 
International efforts towards disarmament 
and arms control were reinforced and 
complemented by regional approaches 
towards this end, it was pointed out. VoM

ISLAMABAD    
As the world observed International Human 
Rights Day, Pakistan reiterated its call on the 
international community to hold India account-
able for serious crimes against the Kashmiri 
people in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK). “India must be called upon to 
accept a UN Commission of Inquiry for an in-
dependent and impartial investigation of the 
situation in IIOJK and fully respect the human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of the Kash-
miri people,” Foreign Office spokesperson said in 
a statement. He said, marked each year to com-
memorate the adoption of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights (UDHR) by the United Na-
tions on 10 December 1948. He said on this day, 
“We must particularly keep in our thoughts and 
prayers the oppressed people in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), who are 
not only being denied their inalienable right to 
self-determination for over seven decades, but 
also facing gruesome repression at the hands of 
Indian occupation forces acting with full impuni-
ty.” The spokesperson said since August 5, 2019, 
the Kashmiri people were enduring the worst 
form of human rights violations. Their suffering 
has increased manifolds during the global pan-

demic. In defiance of its obligations under the 
UN Charter, UNSC resolutions and international 
law, especially the 4th Geneva Convention, India 
is seeking to alter the demographic structure of 
the occupied territory, he added. He said India’s 
gross and systematic violations of human rights 
in IIOJK had been comprehensively documented 
in the two Kashmir reports of the UN Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
as well as by the UN Special Procedure Mandate 
Holders, international civil society, and the me-
dia. The spokesperson said the International 
Human Rights Day was an occasion to reaffirm 
the resolve to respect and uphold human dignity 
and to promote the human rights agenda with-
out any distinction or discrimination. He said the 
UDHR embodied the humanity’s collective ideals 
of building peaceful, inclusive and just societies. 
Pakistan is proud of the rich imprints in the doc-
ument from Pakistan’s representative, Begum 
Shaista Ikramullah, who was amongst the select 
group that drafted the UDHR. The spokesperson 
said as a progressive and democratic state that 
was mindful of its international commitments 
and obligations, Pakistan was constructively en-
gaged with various human rights mechanisms 
under UN auspices and always strived to play a 

positive role as a bridge-builder across diverse 
political and regional perspectives at the UN. 
“Nationally, we have instituted wide-ranging 
people-centric policy measures, which are an-
chored in the Government’s vision to reshape 
Pakistan in the image of the State of Madinah 
established by our Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(Peace be upon Him),” he said. Bolstered by its 
country’s constitution, progressive legislation, 
administrative reforms, and institution build-
ing, the government’s actions were particularly 
aimed at the disadvantaged by seeking to reduce 
inequalities and expand access to education, 
health-care and employment opportunities. 
Poverty alleviation, empowerment of women 
and youth, achievement of Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, ensuring equality of opportunities, 
and justice for all segments of the society are at 
the center of Pakistan’s human rights priorities, 
he remarked. He said Pakistan’s response to CO-
VID-19 has been comprehensive, with a special 
focus on vulnerable groups. The global pan-
demic warrants a holistic approach including by 
ensuring affordable and equitable access to and 
distribution of COVID vaccine, and increasing fis-
cal space for developing countries in support of 
their recovery efforts through debt relief. VoM

World observes Int’l HR, Pak demands Indian accountability for 
crimes in IIOJK: FO 

Pak joins the international community in observing the International Human Rights Day

China to sanction US executive officials, targeted 
retaliation ‘may be permanent

World Bank announces $300 mn for 
Pakistan’s natural disasters, health sectors

Shibli Faraz urged the world community to take practical 
steps, bringing India to justice over atrocities in IIOJK

Pak-China institutional 
linkage important component 

of bilateral relations: 
Ambassador Haque 

Govt determined for strengthen-
ing implementation, increasing 
awareness about human rights

ISLAMABAD
The Ministry of Human Rights in collaboration 
with UN Women held an event at the Shaheed 
Benazir Bhutto Centre for Women to commemo-
rate Human Rights Day and mark the end to 16 
days of activism campaign against gender-based 
violence. The theme for the event was “Strength-
ening Access to Justice for Survivors.” Notably, the 
event featured the inauguration of a new com-
puter lab at the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Centre for 
Women by Minister for Human Rights, Dr Shireen 
Mazari. Speaking at the event, the Minister empha-
sized the three areas of focus of the Ministry of Hu-
man Rights i.e. on overcoming gaps in legislation, 
strengthening implementation, and increasing 
awareness about human rights. Dr Mazari empha-
sized the importance of increasing reporting on 
the Ministry’s 1099 human rights helpline and ap-
plication. She also spoke about the new Anti-Rape 
(Investigation & Trial) Ordinance 2020, which 
institutes an expansion of the definition of rape; 
harsher punishments for sex offenders; the estab-
lishment of special courts and anti-rape crisis cells, 
additional protections for victims and witnesses, 
as well as importantly, the prohibition of the use of 
the 2 finger test, in order to institute greater pro-
tection for women and children in Pakistan. One of 
the survivors residing at the shelter, also addressed 
the audience at the event. She spoke about the sig-
nificance of increasing communication and aware-
ness about laws and facilities available to survivors 
of gender based violence, as well as increasing 
opportunities for vocational training as well as 
psychological counselling. The event also marked 
the end of the Ministry of Human Rights’16 Days 
of Activism Campaign on women’s fundamental 
rights. The campaign was geared towards raising 
awareness about women’s rights through a series 
of short informational videos that cover important 
topics including sexual harassment, rape, the mar-
riage contract, filing an FIR and women’s inheri-
tance. The films have been developed in collabora-
tion with the National Commission on the Status of 
Women (NCSW), the European Union in Pakistan, 
and Sharmeen Obaid Chinnoy (SOC) Films. The 
films have been broadcasted widely across social 
media through live watch parties that will be con-
ducted through-out the 16 days of activism from 
25th November 2020 to 10th December 2020. VoM

Global Market

Stocks hover near flat, sterling up after recent weakness




