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I would like to first of all 
congratulate the Government 

and people of Poland
for assuming the presidency and 

hosting this COP-24 in the 
beautiful city of

Katowice

Advisor to the Prime 
Minister for Climate 

Change
Malik Amin Aslam

Pakistani products attract visitors at West China 
logistics expo

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict mediation 
Russia accomplishes peace accord between Armenia, Azerbaijan 

The Asian Telegraph

Indian dogmatic 
approach continues 
in Jadhav case: IHC 

ISLAMABAD
The Islamabad High Court (IHC) has noted 
that while India claims that appearing be-
fore a Pakistani court in Kulbhushan Jadhav 
case would compromise its “sovereign im-
munity”, it is at the same time actively pursu-
ing cases of other spies and convicts in the 
IHC. india already before the court in other 
cases [of convicted spies and prisoners]; now 
they can’t shy away in this case,” said Jus-
tice Aamer Farooq, a member of the larger 
bench hearing a governmental application 
that asked the court to appoint counsel for 
the spy while reviewing his conviction by a 
military court. Appearing before the bench, 
Attorney General for Pakistan (AGP) Khalid 
Javed Khan earlier said Indian High Com-
mission in Islamabad was making deliberate 
efforts to avoid court proceedings. The AGP 
told the bench that Pakistan is willing to ex-
tend one more opportunity of counselor ac-
cess to the spy if India wants Jadhav to sign 
a power of attorney to start proceedings 
of the case. Reading from an earlier Indian 
‘note verbale’, Khan argued India had raised 
several objections to the measures taken by 
Islamabad in the case and one of them was 
that appearing before a Pakistani court will 
compromise its sovereign immunity. App

Oil gains as vaccine hopes outweigh lockdown impact
Crude contracts 
jumped 8% on 

Monday in biggest 
daily gains in more 

than five months
Bureau Reporter

SINGAPORE/SYDNEY/LONDON/MOSCOW
Oil prices rose on Tuesday 

as hopes that a Covid-19 vac-
cine could be on the horizon 
outweighed the expected nega-
tive impact on fuel demand 
of new lockdowns to curb the 
virus. Brent crude futures rose 
$0.45, or 1.1%, to $42.85 by 
1030 GMT while US West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude fu-
tures gained $0.34, or 0.8%, to 
$40.63. Both contracts jumped 
8% on Monday, in their biggest 
daily gains in more than five 
months, after drugmakers Pfizer 
and BioNTech said an experimen-
tal Covid-19 treatment was more 
than 90% effective based on ini-

tial trial results. Mass rollouts, 
however, are likely to be months 
away and subject to regulatory 
approvals. “A viable vaccine is 
unequivocally game-changing for 
oil - a market where half of de-
mand comes from moving people 
and things around,” JP Morgan 
said in a note. “But as we have 
written previously, oil is a spot 
asset that must first clear cur-
rent supply and demand imbal-
ances before one-to-two-year out 
prices can rise.” Prices were also 
boosted by comments from Saudi 
Arabia’s energy minister, who 
said on Monday the Organisation 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) and its allies, 
together known as OPEC+, could 

tweak their supply cut pact if 
demand slumps before the vac-
cine is available. OPEC+ agreed 
to cut supply by 7.7 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) from August 
through December and then ease 
the cuts by around 2 million bpd 
in January. But the negative im-
pact that renewed lockdowns in 
Europe are having on fuel de-
mand, as well as rising Libyan 
production, kept prices in check. 
Traffic in London, Paris and 
Madrid fell sharply in November 
after a peak in October, accord-
ing to data provided to Reuters 
by location technology company 
TomTom, which covered mobil-
ity until Sunday evening. France, 
the United Kingdom, Spain and 
Poland were under the strictest 
lockdowns in Europe, according 
to the Oxford stringency index 
that assesses indicators such as 
school and workplace closures, 
and travel bans. Meanwhile, 
Libyan production has risen 
above 1 million bpd in recent 
days from 100,000 bpd in early 
September. Reuters

Islamabad
Pakistani products have attracted 

a large number of visitors at the 
West China (Chengdu) International 
Supply Chain and Smart Logistics 
Expo 2020 opened in Chengdu, China. 
As one of the supply chain repre-
sentatives in this logistics exhibi-
tion, Sichuan Chinbreez Import and 
Export Company displayed Pakistani 
wooden furniture, carpets, and cloth-
ing, etc. “Our company was founded 
two years ago in Chengdu by me and 
my Pakistani partner Khan,” said 
Vivian Yang, co-founder of Sichuan 
Chinbreez, a Chinese business-
woman. Her business partner Khan is 
a Pakistani living in Guangzhou, China 
for four years, China Economic Net 
(CEN) reported. “Our main products 
are Pakistani handicraft, furniture, 
traditional clothing, as well as Indian 
and Nepalese cashmere scarves and 
shawls.” According to Vivian Yang, 
products with South Asian style pat-
terns are especially popular among 
Chinese customers. “Khan knows 
more about Pakistani culture, cus-
toms, and products than I do. And I 
can offer some ideas and suggestions 
from the Chinese perspective,”� said 

Vivian Yang, the cooperation of them 
is complementary. “As a foreigner, 
my negotiations with Pakistani sup-
pliers may not be as smooth. With 
Khan’s participation, we can get the 
best products at the lowest prices 
more easily. Khan, as a Pakistani, 
does not know much about Chinese 
culture and what is popular in China. 
We can cooperate to open the Chinese 
market with Pakistani products in a 
more effective way.’ “Heavy goods 
like furniture come here by railway 
or by sea. Light pieces like clothing 
and textiles are by plane. Due to the 
COVID-19, this year’s logistics cost 
doubled compared with last year.” � 
Vivian Yang told us that their cloth-
ing is transported from Islamabad to 
Guangzhou province by plane. The 
number of flight sharply dropped this 
year. “Because of the epidemic, flights 
between China and Pakistan are par-
ticularly few, so we can not import in 
a large amount.” “The trade coopera-
tion between China and Pakistan is 
at an early stage. We hope that with 
efforts made by all parties, a better 
logistic system between China and 
Pakistan could be built soon,” she 
said. Xinhua

Court of Inquiry removes 
state institutions’ 

officials over Karachi 
incident mishandle

RAWALPINDI
A Court of Inquiry, on the orders of Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Ja-
ved Bajwa, on Tuesday removed officials 
of two state institutions on miscalculated 
response to Karachi incident of desecra-
tion of Quaid-e-Azam Mausoleum. The 
Inquiry pertaining to the issue of redress 
of Inspector General Police Sindh’s griev-
ances, in the backdrop of 18 October, 
2020 Karachi incident, was completed, 
said an Inter Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) press release. The Court of Inquiry 
had established that on the night of 18 
and 19 October officers from Pakistan 
Rangers (Sindh) and Inter Services Intel-
ligence (ISI) sector Headquarters Karachi 
were considerably seized with the fall out 
of desecration of Mazar-e-Quaid, it added. 
The inquiry report had also mentioned 
that the officers were under increasing 
public pressure to ensure prompt action 
as per the law. “Assessing the response of 
police authorities against this develop-
ing yet volatile situation to be slow and 
wanting, in a charged environment, the 
concerned ISI and Rangers officers de-
cided to act, rather over zealously,” it said. 
Keeping in view the response made as 
miscalculated rather out of zeal and fer-
vour, the inquiry report had revealed that 
they were indeed experienced enough 
to have acted more prudently and could 
have avoided creating an unwarranted 
situation that led to misunderstanding 
between the two state institutions. Based 
on the recommendations of the Court 
of Inquiry, it was decided to remove the 
concerned officers from their current as-
signments for further departmental pro-
ceedings and disposal at General Head-
quarters (GHQ). 

ISLAMABAD
The federal cabinet expressed concerns on 
the loss of lives and properties in prevailing 
flash floods across the country; in interior 
Sindh, Balochistan, KPK and different parts 
of Punjab. The meeting of the federal cabinet 
held here on Tuesday under the chairman-
ship of Prime Minister Imran Khan reviewed 
possible arrangements to overcome the ex-
tensive loss of lives and damage to property. 
Addressing a press conference here, Infor-
mation Minister Senator Shibli Faraz said 
Prime Minister Imran Khan had assigned 
NDMA to review the loss of properties from 
flash floods with assistance of respective pro-
vincial governments, and devise a compre-
hensive strategy to assist the affected people 
from ongoing catastrophe of flash floods. He 
informed the media that Prime Minister said 
that Karachi plays the role of the growth en-
gine for Pakistan’s economy and federal gov-
ernment is committed to devise a thorough 
strategy on permanent grounds to address 
the problems faced by people of Karachi. PM 
said that prosperity and development of Ka-
rachi is linked with development of Pakistan 
and federal government is committed to ad-
dress issues of Karachi, says Shibli Faraz He 
said the federal cabinet was informed that 
in view of outstanding dues of media, the 
government department has paid outstand-
ing Rs1.16 billion to media houses regarding 
advertisements. He said the cabinet also ap-
proved to extend influence of Cabinet Com-
mitte on Legislation. Senator Shibli Faraz 

said the committee will submit recommen-
dations that any new law, regulation and 
amendment in acting law are in accordance 
of government’s policies and in accordance 
of legal and constitutional parameters. He 
said the federal cabinet decided on construc-
tion of LNG terminal at Port Qasim that NOC 
will be issued for it soon. Information Min-
ister said the federal cabinet also instruct-
ed Ministry of Maritime Affairs to devise a 
comprehensive strategy keeping in view all 
requirements for future. He said the federal 
cabinet decided to approve ferry services 
for pilgrims and in this regard, facilities of 
immigration, custom clearance and all other 
subsequent facilities will be reviewed at Ka-
rachi Port Qasim, Gawadar Port, for facility 
of pilgrims. VoM

Federal Cabinet appraises political, economic situation

YEREVAN
Armenia and Azerbaijan agreed on a 

deal with Russia to end weeks of fierce 
clashes over Nagorno-Karabakh on 
Tuesday, after a string of Azerbaijani vic-
tories in its fight to retake the disputed 
region. The announcement of a full 
cease-fire from 1:00 am Tuesday (2100 
GMT) sparked outrage in Armenia, with 
angry protesters storming the govern-
ment headquarters in Yerevan where 
they ransacked offices and broke win-
dows. Crowds also seized control of 
parliament, calling from inside the 
chamber for the resignation of Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan after he an-
nounced the “painful” deal to the end 
the fighting. “I have signed a state-
ment with the presidents of Russia and 
Azerbaijan on the termination of the 
Karabakh war,” Pashinyan said, calling 
the move “unspeakably painful for me 
personally and for our people.” “I have 
taken this decision as a result of an in-
depth analysis of the military situation,” 
he added. Azerbaijan’s President Ilham 
Aliyev said Pashinyan had been left 
with no choice but to sign the “historic 
agreement.” “An iron hand forced him 
to sign this document,” Aliyev said in 

televised remarks. “This is essentially a 
capitulation.” Russian President Vladimir 
Putin confirmed that both Armenia and 
Azerbaijan had agreed to “a total cease-
fire” that would create the conditions 
for a long-term settlement of the con-
flict. He said the two sides would hold 
on to areas under their control and that 
Russian peacekeepers would be de-
ployed along frontlines and to secure a 
corridor connecting Nagorno-Karabakh 
with Armenian territory. Russian news 
agencies quoted the defense ministry as 
saying 1,960 peacekeepers would be de-
ployed with 90 armored vehicles. Aliyev 
said Armenia had agreed to a timetable 
to withdraw its forces from large parts 
of the region and that Azerbaijan’s ally 

Turkey would be involved in implement-
ing the cease-fire. The deal would end 
six weeks of fierce clashes over Nagorno-
Karabakh, an ethnic Armenian region of 
Azerbaijan that broke away from Baku’s 
control during a bitter war in the 1990s. 
The conflict which has simmered for 
decades despite international efforts 
to reach a peace deal — erupted into 
fresh fighting in late September. More 
than 1,300 people have been confirmed 
killed, including dozens of civilians, but 
the actual death toll is believed to be 
significantly higher. Azerbaijani forces 
made steady gains over the weeks of 
fighting, sweeping across the southern 
flank of Nagorno-Karabakh and eventu-
ally into the region’s heartland. A turn-
ing point came on Sunday when Aliyev 
announced that his forces had captured 
Shusha, the region’s strategically vital 
second-largest town. Shusha sits on cliffs 
overlooking Nagorno-Karabakh’s main 
city Stepanakert and on the main road 
to Armenia, which backs the separatists. 
Armenia insisted earlier on Monday that 
fighting for the town was continuing but 
a local separatist official admitted that 
Shusha was “completely out of our con-
trol.” Reuters

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan Tuesday said that the 
poor segments of society deserved subsidies and 
grants and stressed upon a targeted subsidy system 
which could provide further relief to the poor and 
those living in backward areas. During a meeting of 
the federal cabinet, he further observed that at pres-
ent, subsidy was being equally available to the rich 
and the poor segments of society. The prime minis-
ter directed that a comprehensive review of all sec-
tors, should be carried out where a targeted subsidy 
to the poor and backward areas could be provided. 
He also asked for submission of a complete plan-
ning with implementation period, PM office media 
wing in a press release said. Special Assistant to PM 
on Revenue Dr Waqar Masood gave a detailed brief-
ing to the cabinet on making the system of subsi-
dies and grants more suitable.He presented a com-
parison over the revenue, expenditures and grants 
during the last 13 years. The cabinet was told that 
expenditures edged the total ratio of revenue due 
to average payment of debt. Dr Masood further said 
that due to subsidy and grants being passed on in 
different sectors including energy, agriculture, in-
dustry and others, the national exchequer was be-
ing unnecessary burdened. Prime Minister Imran 

Khan has called for global coordinated efforts to 
combat adverse impacts of Corona pandemic and 
to fight with its emerging second wave. Speaking 
at the virtual meeting of Council of Heads of State 
of Shanghai Cooperation Organization through 
video link today (Tuesday), he said COVID-19 vac-
cine should be a “global public good”, affordable and 
accessible to all. He emphasized on working out a 
strategy and an action plan to mitigate the adverse 
economic impact of the pandemic in the short, me-
dium and long-term. Prime Minister also proposed 
creation of SCO knowledge-bank of best practices 
to fight COVID-19 in order to guide the member 
states through the second wave and beyond. Im-
ran Khan said we should call for more measures by 
G-20 countries to meet common challenges like the 
climate change, deteriorating environment, widen-
ing inequality within and among nations, poverty, 
disease, hunger and sustainable development. He 
said this should include measures to stop financial 
outflows from developing countries to off-shore 
bank accounts in rich countries. Prime Minister 
also suggested formulating a multi-year SCO Youth 
Strategy with a focus on building partnerships 
among educational institutions. He said we should 

develop SCO partnership for technology, offering 
scholarships and exchange programmes for youth 
in the scientific field. The Prime Minister said Chi-
na and Pakistan are also collaborating in vaccine 
development, with phase three trials successfully 
underway. He said Pakistan is open to sharing its 
own experience in effectively combating the pan-
demic and keeping the total cases and fatalities 
relatively low through calibrated policy of ‘smart 
lockdowns’ and financial support to the most vul-
nerable segments of society and stabilize economy. 
Talking about creating an environment of stability 
and cooperation in the region, Imran Khan stressed 
the need to implementing UN Security Council 
Resolutions for peaceful resolution of outstanding 
disputes. He said unilateral and illegal measures to 
change the status of disputed territories in violation 
of UN Security Council Resolutions adversely af-
fect the regional environment. He said as a shared 
responsibility, Pakistan has steadfastly supported 
the Afghan-led and the Afghan-owned peace pro-
cess as there is no military solution to Afghanistan 
conflict. Imran Khan said return of Afghan refugees 
to their homeland with dignity and honour should 
be an essential part of the peace negotiations. VoM 

SCO Virtual meeting

PM desires targeted subsidy system for poor
PM calls for global coordinated efforts to combat adverse impacts of Corona pandemic

AI to change world more 
than anything else: Dr 

Kudella
ISLAMABAD

 Resident Representative of Hanns Seidel 
Foundation (HSF) Pakistan Dr Steffen Kudella 
has said the Artificial Intelligence (AI) would 
change the world more than anything else due 
to its multi-dimensional impacts, including 
time efficiency and accuracy. Speaking during 
a roundtable discussion “Technological Trans-
formation in Pakistan : an Asset or Liability” 
here, he said, “The technological development 
is one of the greatest challenges of our future. 
Computers and robots are replacing more and 
more human jobs.” The discussion was jointly 
organized by the HSF and the Center for Global 
& Strategic Studies (CGSS). Dr Steffen Kudella 
highlighted the negative impacts of the AI. “If 
this trend continues, it could lead to an unequal 
society in which a very small elite of ‘techni-
cal experts’ control the whole economy, and in 
which most humans become part of a huge un-
employed mass.” At the same time, he shed light 
on the AI’s positivity, saying the technological 
development provided a lot of reason to hope 
as it had positive potential related to health-
care, traffic control etc. “But the question arises, 
whom does technological development actually 
serve? Does it serve a tiny elite of people or does 
it serve all the people?” he concluded. Taking 
part in the discussion, former information sec-
retary and Senior Member Advisory Board of 
CGSS Ashfaq Ahmad Gondal said technological 
transformation had become a prerequisite for 
the development of a state. With the rapid devel-
opments in the field of science and technology 
along with increased digitalization across the 
globe, he said, the traditional sphere of various 
sectors in Pakistan such as economy, gover-
nance, market-customer relations, healthcare, 
education and even security had largely trans-
formed.   “It is, therefore, imperative to analyze 
these developments, discuss the challenges and 
their possible solutions equally,” he added. VoM
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Prospering Pak-Iran 
ties

Amid post-presidential elections’ political transition in 
Washington, Iran proactively engaged with regional ac-
tors to devise a proactive strategy for wider goals attain-
ment in the region and also draw future courses of actions 
regarding dynamics of ties with the US. In an account of 
this, Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif accompanied by 

a top-ranked political and economic delegation including Iranian spe-
cial envoy for Afghanistan Muhammad Ibrahim are on two days official 
visit to Islamabad. The visit holds immense significance vis-à-vis delib-
erations of the Afghan peace process as it happening after a series of 
Afghanistan crisis key stakeholder’s visits to Pakistan. In recent months, 
Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, the head of the Afghan Peace Council, followed 
by Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, leader of Hezb-e-Islami of Afghanistan and 
the US Special Representative for Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad in last 
week met Pakistan Army chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa. Appraisal sug-
gests that Pakistan holds a crucial role by bringing all the parties to the 
negotiation table for a substantial political stalemate. This critical junc-
ture also offers Pakistan and Iran to extend their ties that are embodied 
through shared geographical proximities, partial ideological assimilations. 
Notwithstanding the conventional rhetoric that entails the bilateral rela-
tions between the two neighbors remains subtle due to various interven-
ing impediments. Both countries share coinciding economic interests 
under the umbrella of Beijing-led BRI projects. Thus economic coopera-
tion through extended CPEC projects between two states would also assist 
to address other collective issues of insurgency, illicit trade alongside 
pours borders. The recent visit will assist to resolve the pertinent issues 
to ensure border security management systems and explore avenues of 
economic cooperation.

The Nagorno-Karabakh 
Conflict management

Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict in limelight-sigh of relief for 
the proponents of perpetual peace as Armenia, Azerbaijan 
and Russia sign vitally essential Nagorno-Karabakh peace 
deal to end the six weeks of escalated violence and em-
broiling turmoil perpetrated by the contending actors. 
Retrospectively, in late September 2020, skirmishes broke 

out along the border that slain more than 1,000 troopers and civilians, 
with hundreds more injured on both sides. In this context, on Tuesday 
10th Nov 2020 under a pact with Russia; Armenia and Azerbaijan an-
nounced a peace agreement to halt the skirmishes over the Nagorno-
Karabakh region. Following this pact Russian will deploy 2000 Russian 
peacekeepers and territorial concessions. Also, this pact is likely to hold 
because Azerbaijan has made huge advances, including taking control 
of the strategically key city of Shushi on Sunday. The agreement calls 
for Armenian powers to turn over control of certain zones it held out-
side the borders of Nagorno-Karabakh, including the eastern area of 
Agdam. That area conveys a strong emblematic load for Azerbaijan since 
its main city, also called Agdam, was completely ravaged, and the only 
building staying intact is the city’s mosque. Armenians will likewise 
turn over the Lachin region, which holds the fundamental road driving 
from Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia. The agreement requires the road, 
the so-called Lachin Corridor, to stay open and be secured by Russian 
peacekeepers. The agreement also calls for transport links to be set 
up through Armenia connecting Azerbaijan and its western exclave of 
Nakhchivan, which is encircled by Armenia, Iran, and Turkey. Taking all 
things together, 1,960 Russian peacekeepers are to be deployed in the 
region under a five-year mandate. 
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Good Fences Make Good Neighbors: Converging Good Fences Make Good Neighbors: Converging 
Pak-Iran Interests Pak-Iran Interests 

Iranian Foreign Minister, JavadZarif’s in a recent 
tweet announced that he is visiting Pakistan to 
discuss the bilateral and regional issues with 
brothers.His tweet is significant for two rea-
sons, the primary one is the first official visit 
from Iran to Pakistan after the triumph of Joe 

Biden and a change in the circumstances, while the 
second reason is Zarif’s emphasis on Allama Iqbal 
(who was the vanguard of Muslim unity and brother-
hood) and calling the Pakistani leadership as “broth-
ers”. However, an interpretation of the tweet telltale 
signs of the convergence of interest of both countries 
and espousing a new approach towards the changing 
geopolitical dynamics of the region and beyond.There 
is much to catch up in the lieu of this bilateral meeting, 
such as the abandonment of Palestine caused by the 
Arab Muslim nations through the formation of a new 
bloc with Israel and the expected dishevels this bloc 
will create for Iran and Pakistan. This development 
posed a diplomatic as well as security quandary for 
both nations and it is expected that Zarif will propose 
a formation of another Muslim countries bloc, most 
probably comprising of Turkey and maybe with the 

inclusion of Qatar and Central Asian Republics as 
well. There are also prospects of the tacit addendum 
of China and Russia as well because both powers have 
already backed Pakistan and Iran in diplomatic and 
security grounds in the near past. There has been an 
ideational divide in the Middle Eastern region, where 
Iran and Qatar were at one side and KSA along with 
UAE was on the other.Similarly, the new foreign pol-
icy of President-elect Biden and his stance towards 
South Asia and particularly towards Iran. In addition, 
the forthcoming US National Security Strategy (NSS) 
by the new leadership and promises of the revival of 
American enterprise, particularly the American lib-
eral internationalism. Both, Iran and Pakistan were 
at the downside in the Trump regime but with the 
assurances of Joe Biden for the inclusive policies and 
eradicating the islamophobia, there is a ray of hope for 
the Muslim world to unite and strive for their collective 
goals. Similarly, the end of Trump era marks the end 
of demonization campaign started by the anti-Iranian 
hawks of Trump administration.“Bilateral collaboration 
between the two countries has been growing in diverse 
fields,” said JavadZarif in his fourth visit to Pakistan in 
last two and a half years. He also showed his stead-
fast support to Pakistan on the issue of Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute and it is a sign of Pakistan’s diplo-
matic manoeuvring that the neighbouring countries 
are now lending their support for the prolonged cause, 
which has been neglected by the high offices and fo-
rums of UN. The Foreign Minister of Pakistan, Mr Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said that the bilateral visit from Iran 
will lead to increased cooperation and will ameliorate 

the security situation of the region.There are pros-
pects of discussions on the issue of Afghanistan Peace 
Process, as a few weeks ago the head of Afghanistan’s 
High Council for National Reconciliation has called 
for the support of Iran for the stability in the war-
torn country. Zarif has repeated several times that 
Iran will support a peace process led and managed by 
Afghans and the agreement reached during the intra-
Afghan talks. The China factor is at play here, as the 
controversies are growing about the cancellation of 
the Indian-led transport corridor for connecting the 
landlocked countries of Afghanistan and Central Asian 
Republics, there are chances that China will fill the void 
and secure its strategic interests such as connecting 
the region and diversifying its energy requirements. If 
Iranian FO tables the agenda of Afghan Peace Process 
and support of the neighbours including Pakistan, 
which is a significant player in the region, there are 
chances that the strategic calculus of the region will 
change in near future.The result of meetings and dis-
cussions between both sides will reveal the plan of ac-
tion of both neighbouring Islamic countries but, surely, 
the interests of both nations are converging and in the 
due course of US Presidency transition, there will be 
a reorganization in the region, and it will be for good.

Johnny Depp received an 8-figure payday for ‘Fantastic Beasts 3’ resigning
LONDON

Johnny Depp may be out of the “Fantastic Beasts” 
franchise, but he will still receive full compensation 
for the next installment, a new report says.According 
to The Hollywood Reporter, per the actor’s “pay-or-
play” contract, Depp will receive an 8-figure payday for 
the film despite shooting only one scene since filming 
started on September 20 in the UK.Depp’s contract 
would require the actor to “be fully compensated 
whether or not the film is made and even if it is re-
cast,” sources said.There was reportedly no morality 
clause in his contract.A Warner Bros. representative 
did not immediately respond to Insider’s request for 
comment on the matter.Depp was asked to step down 
from “Fantastic Beasts 3” days after losing a libel case 
against the publishers of the UK newspaper, The Sun, 
over a 2018 article, which described him as a “wife 
beater.”The allegations are in connection with Depp’s 
ex, Amber Heard. The two wed in 2015 in a private 
ceremony after meeting on the set of “The Rum Diary.” 
Heard filed for divorce a year later, accusing Depp of 
domestic abuse.Depp has repeatedly denied the al-
legations and said he plans to appeal the ruling.After 
her divorce from celebrity Scientologist Tom, Katie 
spent years dating Jamie Foxx, whom she split from 
in 2019. In a typed letter, shared to Instagram, last 
week, Depp announced that he’d be stepping back 
from the franchise.  “I wish to let you know that I have 
been asked to resign by Warner Bros. from my role as 
Grindelwald in ‘Fantastic Beasts’ and I have respected 
and agreed to that request,” he wrote.A Warner Bros. 
spokesperson confirmed the news to Insider, saying 
in a statement Friday: “We thank Johnny for his work 

on the films to date.”“’Fantastic Beasts 3’ is currently 
in production,” the statement continued, “and the role 
of Gellert Grindelwald will be recast.”Depp’s screen-
time in “Fantastic Beasts 3” reportedly would have 
been similar to costars Jude Law, who plays a young 
Albus Dumbledore, and Eddie Redmayne, who plays 
protagonist Newt Scamander. Still, Depp’s salary ex-
ceeded both his costars due to his previous box-office 

track record, sources said.Two of his five “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” films grossed over $1 billion world-
wide, while “At World’s End,” the franchise’s third 
installment released in 2007, topped $960 million 
at the box office. In recent years, Depp’s star power 
hasn’t guaranteed box-office success, however. In fact, 
Disney is moving forward with more “Pirates” movies, 
but without Depp. 

New NASA Partnerships to Mature Commercial 
Space Technologies, Capabilities

FLORIDA
NASA has selected 17 U.S. companies 

for 20 partnerships to mature industry-
developed space technologies for the 
Moon and beyond. The NASA and indus-
try teams will design a 3D printing system 
for NASA’s Artemis lunar exploration pro-
gram, test a simple method for removing 
dust from planetary solar arrays, mature 
a first-stage rocket recovery system for a 
small satellite launch provider, and more.
Various NASA centers will work with the 
companies, ranging from small businesses 
and large aerospace companies to a pre-
vious NASA challenge winner, to provide 
expertise and access to the agency’s unique 
testing facilities. The partnerships aim to 
accelerate the development of emerging 
space capabilities.“Space technology de-
velopment doesn’t happen in a vacuum,” 
said Jim Reuter, the associate administra-
tor for NASA’s Space Technology Mission 
Directorate (STMD), which made the 
selections and will manage the partner-
ships. “Whether companies are pursuing 
space ventures of their own or maturing 
cutting-edge systems to one day offer a 
new service to NASA, the agency is dedi-
cated to helping bring new capabilities 
to market for our mutual benefit.”NASA 

made the following selections through 
the 2020 Announcement of Collaboration 
Opportunity (ACO). The selected propos-
als are relevant to technology topic areas 
outlined in the solicitation, including cryo-
genic fluid management and propulsion; 
advanced propulsion; sustainable power; 
in-situ propellant and consumable pro-
duction; intelligent/resilient systems and 
advanced robotics; advanced materials and 
structures; entry, descent, and landing; and 
small spacecraft technologies. The selec-
tions will result in unfunded Space Act 
Agreements between the companies and 
NASA. The period of performance will be 
negotiated for each agreement, with an 
expected duration of between 12 and 24 

SOHAIL MAJEED BUTT
ISLAMABAD

The Embassy of Japan, in line with 
the PM Imran Khan’s initiative, ’Clean-
Green Pakistan’, donated 20 Jasmine 
trees to Japanese Park in Islamabad on 
10 November.H.E. MATSUDA Kuninori, 
Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, along 
with the State Minister for Climate 
Change, Honorable Ms. Zartaj Gul planted 
Jasmine trees at the Park during a tree 
plantation ceremony. Mr. Naveed Tareen 
Khan, Director General Environment, 
Capital Development Authority, was also 
present.While speaking at the ceremony, 
Ambassador said that “Many local resi-
dents enjoy visiting this park, this be-
came a symbol of friendship between 
Japan and Pakistan’. The park opened 
in 1985 after the then Japanese Prime 
Minister NAKASONE visited Pakistan and 
donated playground equipment for the 
children of Pakistan as a gift from the 

children of Japan. In 2015 again, Japan 
refurbished the equipment as the equip-
ment became old.When bamboo trees at 
the park had fallen due to the heavy mon-
soon rain this summer, Ambassador had 
special interest to rehabilitate the gar-
den by donating new trees to the Park.In 
order to make the park clean and beauti-
ful, ’tree planting at the Japanese Park 
is a small contribution by the Embassy 
towards a Clean-Green Pakistan initia-
tive of PM Khan”, said the Ambassador. 
He also mentioned that the Embassy 
had planted trees at its compound 
last November, aiming to contrib-
ute to a clean and green Pakistan. 
On this occasion, the Minister and the 
Ambassador exchanged views on the 
importance of technical cooperation on 
the issue of climate change, especially 
referring to the area of next-generation 
solar cells, carbon recycling and electric 
vehicles.

The Embassy of Japan donated Jasmine trees to the Japanese Park in Islamabad 

November 11 1918

At the 11th hour on the 11th day of 
the 11th month of 1918, the Great 
War ends. At 5 a.m. that morning, 
Germany, bereft of manpower and 
supplies and faced with imminent in-
vasion, signed an armistice agreement 

with the Allies in a railroad car outside Compiégne, 
France. The First World War left nine million sol-
diers dead and 21 million wounded, with Germany, 
Russia, Austria-Hungary, France and Great Britain 
each losing nearly a million or more lives. In addi-
tion, at least five million civilians died from disease, 
starvation, or exposure.On June 28, 1914, in an event 
that is widely regarded as sparking the outbreak of 
World War I, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the 
Austro-Hungarian empire, was shot to death with 
his wife by Bosnian Serb Gavrilo Princip in Sarajevo, 
Bosnia. Ferdinand had been inspecting his uncle’s 
imperial armed forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
despite the threat of Serbian nationalists who wanted 
these Austro-Hungarian possessions to join newly 
independent Serbia. Austria-Hungary blamed the 
Serbian government for the attack and hoped to use 
the incident as justification for settling the prob-
lem of Slavic nationalism once and for all. However, 

as Russia supported Serbia, an Austro-Hungarian 
declaration of war was delayed until its leaders 
received assurances from German leader Kaiser 
Wilhelm II that Germany would support their cause 
in the event of a Russian intervention. On July 28, 
Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia, and the 
tenuous peace between Europe’s great powers col-
lapsed. On July 29, Austro-Hungarian forces began 
to shell the Serbian capital, Belgrade, and Russia, 
Serbia’s ally, ordered a troop mobilization against 
Austria-Hungary. France, allied with Russia, began to 
mobilize on August 1. France and Germany declared 

war against each other on August 3. After crossing 
through neutral Luxembourg, the German army in-
vaded Belgium on the night of August 3-4, prompting 
Great Britain, Belgium’s ally, to declare war against 
Germany. On July 28, Austria-Hungary declared war 
on Serbia, and the tenuous peace between Europe’s 
great powers collapsed. On July 29, Austro-Hungarian 
forces began to shell the Serbian capital, Belgrade, 
and Russia, Serbia’s ally, ordered a troop mobilization 
against Austria-Hungary. France, allied with Russia, 
began to mobilize on August 1. France and Germany 
declared war against each other on August 3. 

Armistice Day: World War I ends
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Jennifer Lopez honoured 
with Innovators Award

 

LONDON
Jennifer Lopez is being recognised as the 
“pop culture innovator of the year”.The 
51-year-old singer is being presented with 
WSJ. Magazine’s Innovators Award during 
a special virtual ceremony on Wednesday 
(11.11.20) as the publication celebrates 
10 years of innovation.In a clip of her ac-
ceptance speech shared by PEOPLE, she 
said: “Until the world is 100 percent per-
fect and completely fixed I will never be 
done...“Every day I’m trying to be a better 
version of myself.”Singer Maluma - who 
has collaborated with J-Lo on both ‘Pa’ Ti’ 
and ‘Lonely’ - paid tribute to his friend in 
a teaser of his speech presenting her with 
the award.He commented: “I’m grateful for 
all the hard work and sacrifice she’s made 
over the years and for paving the way for 
so many other Latin artists.“Her creativity, 
her passion, the perfection she brings to 
the studio, and onset is the reason she’s a 
superstar and the reason I’m proud to pre-
sent this award.”Other honourees and pre-
senters set for the annual ceremony include 
BTS, Ethan Hawke, James Corden, Taraji P. 
Henson, Phoebe Waller-Bridge, Patti Smith 
and Tyler Perry.VoM

Katy reached out to Trump-
supporting family members

NEW YORK
Katy Perry has reached out to console members of 
her family who supported U.S. President Donald 
Trump following his bitter election defeat.Trump is 
still vowing to contest the results of Tuesday’s presi-
dential election, despite all U.S. news networks calling 
the race in his rival, Joe Biden’s favour on Saturday - 
prompting world leaders to offer the Democrat their 
congratulations.In an attempt to heal the wounds in 
her own family, Perry, who has been an outspoken 
critic of Trump, has been calling relatives on the other 
side of the political divide to reassure them they are 
still family.“The first thing I did when the presidency 
was called is text and call my family members who 
do not agree and tell them I love them and am here 
for them. #FamilyFirst. Call your family today,” she 
tweeted.The Firework hitmaker’s words were not 
well received by many followers, however, with some 
claiming Perry’s wealth and privilege meant forgiving 
Trump backers was a luxury she could afford while 
others could not.“Truth is, rich white ppl (people) 
such as yourself were NEVER at risk no matter who 
won this election. To you, this is more a disagreement 
of opinions -to the rest of us, this election was a matter 
of life or death in many aspects,” one tweeted, add-
ing: “So no, I won’t be calling my family to console 
them.”cial media. On Sunday, the actor, 47, had posted 
a Halloween photo with their son Journey, ’VoM

Chrissy overwhelmed by 
daughter’s response 

JEDDAH
Chrissy Teigen was left overwhelmed when her 
daughter Luna placed a therapy bear and a piece 
of her favourite snack next to the box containing 
her baby brother Jack’s ashes.The TV personality 
and her husband John Legend announced they had 
tragically lost Jack at the start of October following 
complications with Chrissy’s pregnancy.Taking to 
her Instagram page on Monday, Chrissy shared a 
picture of a box containing Jack’s ashes, as well as 
a “therapy bear” as she wrote: “Im just thinking a 
lot about jack today. our house is very open about 
life, death, grief, everything really.“We try to explain 
things well and answer every question imaginable 
in a beautiful, spiritual but literal way. I know this 
is a weird post but I just wanted to share these to 
always remember my incredibly empathetic little 
mini. life is infinitely better with her in it. I miss u, 
jack. we miss you a lot.”She also shared in the ac-
companying video that Luna, four, had left a piece 
of Pirate’s Booty - her favourite snack - on top of 
the box.VoM

Bureau Reuter
LONDON

The NBA and the National Basketball 
Players Association announced Monday 
night that they’ve struck a deal on rules 
for this coming season, setting the stage 
for what will be a frenzied few weeks 
before games resume.Teams will play a 
72-game schedule, which will be revealed 
in the coming weeks. The league said a 
new system will be used to ensure that 
the split of basketball-related income con-
tinues, one of the many details that had to 

be collectively bargained with the union 
because the current agreement between 
the sides had a great deal of language that 
needed reworking because of the coro-
navirus pandemic.Negotiations with free 
agents will be allowed to begin at 6p.m. 
on Friday, Nov. 20, with signings permit-
ted starting at 12:01p.m. on Nov. 22 – an 
extraordinarily fast window for the NBA, 
which typically has about a week span-
ning the start of talks and the beginning 
of signings. But with training camps this 
year beginning Dec. 1, both sides evi-
dently feel there isn’t a need to draw out 
the process any longer than necessary.
Many rosters could be considerably re-
shaped by then, with trades likely to be 
permissible again in the coming days – the 
exact details there still being worked out 
– and the NBA draft set to take place Nov. 
18. Player and team options likely will 
be settled around that same time. Free 
agency starts two days after the draft, 

with around 100 players set to be unre-
stricted.The salary cap and tax level will 
remain unchanged. The cap was $109.14 
million this past season, with the tax level 
at $132,627,000. The real numbers will 
be affected by the schedule – last year’s 
numbers were based on the standard 
82-game season, a threshold that won’t 
be reached this year.For the NBA cham-
pion Los Angeles Lakers and Eastern 
Conference champion Miami Heat, it will 
be the shortest offseason in NBA history 
– with seven weeks separating the end 
of the NBA Finals and the planned Dec. 
1 start of training camp. But for the eight 
teams that didn’t make the restart bubble 
at Walt Disney World in Lake Buena Vista, 
Florida this summer, it has been a mara-
thon offseason, with none of those teams 
– Atlanta, Chicago, Cleveland, Charlotte, 
Golden State, Minnesota, New York and 
Detroit – having played since the second 
week of March.

Bureau  Report
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan beat Zimbabwe by 8-wickets 
in the third Twenty20 International 
to clean sweep the series on Tuesday. 
The hosts reached the target set by 
Zimbabwe in the 16th over to secure 
the series.Spinner Usman Qadir was 
awarded the Man of the Match award 
for his outstanding bowling perfor-
mance in the first inning. Opener 
Abdullah Shafique top-scored for 
Pakistan with 41 runs off 33 balls. 
He hit 4 fours and 1 six in his inning. 
Khushdil Shah supported his efforts 
with a quick-fire 36 off 15 balls, hit-
ting 3 sixes and 3 fours.Zimbabwe had 
set a humble target of 130 for the hosts 
to chase down in the first inning. The 
visitors managed to score 129 runs 
after losing quick wickets initially.
Usman Qadir starred for Pakistan by 
picking up four wickets and giving 

away only 13 runs. For Zimbabwe, CJ 
Chibhabha was the top-scrorer with 
28-ball 31.Zimbabwe earlier won the 
toss against Pakistan and decided to bat 
first at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium. 
They made four changes from the last 
game, bringing in Craig Ervine, Milton 
Shumba, Faraz Akram and Wellington 
Masakadza for the last match. They re-
placed Richard Ngarava, Sikandar Raza, 
Tendai Chisoro and Sean Williams.
Akram and Shumba are making T20I 
debuts.Pakistan brought spinner Imad 
Wasim, fast bowler Musa Khan and 
batsman Abdullah Shafique. Faheem 
Ashraf, Mohammad Hafeez and Wahab 
Riaz have been rested.Shafique, who 
turns 21 later this month, is making his 
Twenty20 international debut.Pakistan 
are eyeing to clean sweep Zimbabwe 
in the three-match series. The Green 
Shirts downed the visitors in first two 
matches by six and eight wickets at the 

same venue. Zimbabwe are looking to 
spoil Pakistan’s party by winning to-
day’s match and stopping the hosts 
from whitewashing them, just like they 
did in the one-day international (ODI) 
series by emerging victorious in the 
third contest. This will be Zimbabwe’s 
first win over Pakistan in T20Is if they 
manage to win today.

Benchmark index rises 369.01 points 

to settle at 41,153.05
Bureau Report

KARACHI
Investors woke up to the encouraging news 

of Covid-19 vaccine, which triggered a rally 
in all equity markets.Drugmakers Pfizer and 
BioNTech said on Monday that an experimen-
tal Covid-19 vaccine was more than 90% ef-
fective based on initial trial results. The news 
also had an impact on Pakistan’s bourse that 
extended a rally from the previous session and 
rose 369 points.The global oil market cheered 
the news and skyrocketed over 8% on Monday. 
Resultantly, both oil sectors at the domestic 
bourse closed with handsome gains.The phar-
maceutical sector remained in the limelight and 
multiple stocks ended the session with consid-
erable gains.Vaccine news helped the KSE-100 
index to spike as soon as trading began and 
climb over 800 points in the first hour. However, 
political noise combined with rising virus cases 
across Pakistan wiped off some of the gains. 
Nevertheless, strong investor sentiment sup-
ported the index to close above 41,000 points.At 
close, the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded 
an increase of 369.01 points, or 0.9%, to set-
tle at 41,153.05 points.A report of Arif Habib 
Limited stated that Pfizer’s announcement of 

Covid-19 vaccine turned global markets posi-
tive with the hope of resumption of business ac-
tivities similar to pre-Covid levels.“International 
crude oil prices went through the roof by jump-
ing +8% day-on-day, whereas US markets went 
up 5% and closed +2.5%,” it said. “Regional 
markets followed suit, however, the jump in 
indices averaged 1.5%.”Pakistan’s bourse re-
acted positively as well, although there was 
much less exuberance.Buying activity was 
more pronounced in exploration and produc-
tion stocks, followed by banks and oil and gas 
marketing companies, whereas fertiliser stocks 
went down by the close of session.Overall, the 
KSE-100 index posted an increase of 813 points 
and closed the session up by 369 points, the 
report said.JS Global analyst Maaz Mulla said a 
recovery was witnessed at the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange as investors reacted to positive de-
velopments overnight on the coronavirus vac-
cine front.The market hit intraday high of +813 
points and closed at 41,153, up 369 points.TRG 
Pakistan (-5.4%), Pakistan Refinery (+1.8%), Al 
Shaheer Corporation (+6.3%) and Unity Foods 
(-1.4%) led the volumes with a cumulative 97 
million shares changing hands throughout the 
day. The pharmaceutical sector gained ground 
on the back of vaccine hopes. GlaxoSmithKline 
(+3.1%), Ferozsons Laboratories (+0.6%) and 
AGP Limited (+0.7%) were major gainers of the 

sector.The banking sector closed higher where 
UBL (+5.3%), MCB (+1.1%) and HBL (+0.3%) 
were the major movers.Pakistan Petroleum 
(+4.8%), Oil and Gas Development Company 
(+4%) and Pakistan Oilfields (+4.9%) were 
the major movers of the exploration and pro-
duction sector as crude oil prices recovered in 
the international market.From the steel sec-
tor, International Steels (+2.2%) and Aisha 
Steel Mills (+0.9%) increased prices of steel 
products.“We expect the market to remain bull-
ish ahead, however, with uncertainties amid po-
litical noise and increasing virus cases. Hence, 
we recommend investors to book profit on the 
higher side and wait for any sharp dip to accu-
mulate value stocks,” the analyst said.

Bureau Report
RIYADH

This year’s G20 Summit will show that 
world leaders can work together to solve the 
“chaotic” problems brought on by the coro-
navirus pandemic, Argentina’s ambassador 
to the Kingdom has told .Riyadh is hosting 
a virtual summit this year from Nov. 21 to 
Nov. 22 as part of its G20 presidency.Marcelo 
Gilardoni, quoting parts of a speech given 
earlier this year by Argentinian President 
Alberto Fernandez, said it was important to 
demonstrate courage and solidarity in the 
face of the global health crisis.Fernandez 
made a statement in March during an ex-
traordinary G20 leaders’ summit and talked 
about creating a humanitarian emergency 
fund in response to COVID-19. “We come 
together at a unique time in history that de-
mands that we act with courage,” he had said. 
“The urgency imposed by the deaths requires 
that we create a global humanitarian emer-
gency fund that will allow us to be better 
equipped with supplies to deal with the cur-

rent context. Research on COVID-19 should 
also be a global public good. Medical and sci-
entific knowledge should be made univer-
sally available at affordable prices. We need 
to rebuild global coexistence on the basis of 
solidarity.” Gilardoni, reflecting on the presi-
dent’s speech, said Saudi Arabia had done a 
great job with the G20 by being creative and 
flexible — and also emphasizing multilater-
alism and solidarity.“This is the first time in 
the world that we are holding these kinds of 
meetings virtually not physically,” Gilardoni 
told Arab News. “(We are) working together 
to fight against whatever might come. We are 
part of the same world. It’s a year in which all 
member countries can show the world that 
we can work together in solving this chaotic 
and big problem we’re having.”The ambas-
sador added that, with physical meetings im-
possible due to the pandemic, Saudi Arabia 
had chosen a virtual format for the flagship 
forum for international economic coopera-
tion. But he expressed regret that face-to-
face contact was some way off, especially as 

Latin Americans and Saudis shared common 
ground when it came to making and strength-
ening connections.“Physical meetings are 
very important. We share those values of 
looking into each other’s eyes. Negotiating 
is much easier if you’re in front of the person 
you’re negotiating with. This is a very impor-
tant challenge for Saudi Arabia and the whole 
world. So, I think it showed the world that we 
can do that virtually. I hope we will be able 
to go back to physical meetings. 

G20 Summit to show leaders can unite to solve ‘chaotic’ problems

A successful vaccine 
is just the booster 
shot UAE markets 

need
Bureaau Report

LONDON
Pfizer’s news of a vaccine break-

through has fired up emerging 
markets, and the global economy 
itself is likely to get a leg up in 
2021 with the announcement of 
its trials. Based on the outcome 
of Phase III trials, the efficacy of 
the vaccine is now estimated at 
90 per cent.An emergency-use 
authorization from the US Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
is expected in the next few weeks. 
Pfizer plans to produce up to 1.3 
billion doses of the vaccine in 
2021, And this along with other 
successful vaccine trials should 
help a substantial part of the 
population to get an immuniza-
tion.The rise in global risk-on 
sentiment should stir more in-
flows to emerging markets. There 
obviously is the added benefit of 
a bounce in oil demand and a 
rise in oil prices. UAE investors 
trying to capitalize on the sen-
timent should look for stocks 
of hotels, airlines, recreational 
services and those in travel and 
tourism.Some of the prominent 
UAE companies in this list are 
Air Arabia, DXB Entertainments, 
Abu Dhabi National Hotels, Abu 
Dhabi Aviation, and National Corp 
Tourism & Hotels. Of course, a 
bullish view on these companies 
is dependent on the successful 
rollout of the coronavirus vaccine 
across the world.

Bureau Report
Dubai

T h e  p a n d e m i c  a n d  t h e  s h u t d o w n s 
f o r c e d  b y  t h e  v i r u s  e r o d e d  E m a a r 
M a l l s ’  f i r s t  n i n e - m o n t h  2 0 2 0  p ro f i t s , 
wh i c h  to t a l l e d  D h 5 8 6  m i l l i o n  a ga i n s t 
D h 1 . 7 3  b i l l i o n  a  ye a r  a g o . T h e  m a l l 
o w n e r  a d d e d  t h a t  w i t h  fo o t fa l l s  i m -
p rov i n g  i n  re c e n t  we e ks  a n d  i n  t i m e 
fo r  t h e  h o l i d ay  s e a s o n ,  t h e  “ o u t l o o k 
fo r  t h e  re m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  ye a r  re m a i n s 
p o s i t ive ”.  “ E m a a r  M a l l s  c o n t i n u e s  to 
s h o w  i n c re d i b l e  s t re n g t h  a n d  re s i l -
i e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  d e s p i t e 
t h e  c h a l l e n g i n g  ye a r  fo r  eve r yo n e  i n 
t h e  re t a i l  i n d u s t r y,”  s a i d  M o h a m m e d 
A l a b b a r  o f  E m a a r  P ro p e r t i e s . Reve n u e s 
fo r  t h e  n i n e  m o n t h s  c a m e  to  D h 2 . 4 9 
b i l l i o n ,  a ga i n s t  D h 3 . 1 4  b i l l i o n .  ” We  re -
m a i n  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  i m m e d i a te 
f u t u re  o f  t h e  re t a i l  i n d u s t r y  i n  D u b a i 
dur ing  t he  remainder  of  2020 and l ook 
fo r wa rd  to  s e e i n g  to u r i s t s  a n d  v i s i to r s 
s l o w ly  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h i g h  n u m b e r s 
we ’ re  a c c u s to m e d  to ,”  A l a b b a r  a d d e d . 
“ I n  t h e  l o n g - t e r m ,  we  a re  c o n f i d e n t 
t h a t  2 0 2 1  w i l l  s e e  u s  g row  o u r  b u s i -

n e s s  o n c e  a g a i n .  “ We  h a v e  w o r k e d 
w i t h  re t a i l e r s  to  m a ke  s u re  t h e  s h o p -
p i n g  ex p e r i e n c e  i s  s a fe  a n d  e n j oya b l e , 
wh i c h  i n c l u d e s  a b i d i n g  by  t h e  m e a s -
u re s  s e t  o u t  by  t h e  D u b a i  G ove r n m e n t . 

T h e  re s u l t  i s  t h a t  we  s e e  v i s i to r s  re-
t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  m a l l s  i n  h i g h e r  n u m -
b e r s .  We  h ave  a l s o  ex te n d e d  o u r  Re n t 
Re l i e f  Po l i c y  fo r  a l l  o u r  te n a n t s  u n t i l 
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  ye a r.”

Emaar Malls expects strong fourth quarter to make up for revenue

Bureau Report
LONDON

World Cup-winning U.S. midfielder Megan Rapinoe has denounced 
the lack of investment in women’s soccer around the world, saying 
it is “disgraceful” that a club like Manchester United had taken so 
long to revive their team.United faced criticism for not forming 
a team after their women’s side was scrapped in 2005 and were 
granted a licence to play in the second tier Championship in 2018.
The team immediately earned promotion to the Women’s Super 
League (WSL) and finished fourth in their maiden campaign in the 
top flight. They lead the table after six games this season following 
Sunday’s 1-0 win over Arsenal.“Women’s football in England is the 
same as in America. It’s so far behind because of what we’ve had to 
overcome in the lack of investment,” “It’s 2020. How long has the 
Premier League been around? And we’re only just seeing a club 
like Manchester United put effort and pounds towards a women’s 
team? Frankly, it’s disgraceful.”Several U.S. women’s international 
players have joined the WSL this season with Tobin Heath and 
Christen Press signing for United, Rose Lavelle and Sam Mewis 
moving to Manchester City and Alex Morgan sealing a loan switch 
to Tottenham Hotspur.Rapinoe, who claimed the Ballon d’Or in 
2019 after a career-defining year in which she won her second 
World Cup title, opted out of National Women’s Soccer League 
competitions this year.“I’ve had a few teammates go abroad and 
play, while I’m training and trying to keep fit in the hopes that 
eventually we’ll be out of this hellscape,” Rapinoe said.“I want to 
keep playing. I’m definitely not anywhere near retirement - I ab-
solutely want to play at the Olympics.”He described the confusion 
as “a very good experience”, saying: “We’ve got to do it under any 
circumstance.”Uchimura, 31, will be the main attraction at the 
four-nation contest, where all competitors have been divided into 
two teams of mixed nationalities named Friendship and Solidarity.

Cheer over vaccine news lifts KSE-100

The NBA coming back with shorter 72-game season

Rapinoe criticises Man United 
over delayed investment in wom-

Pakistan clean sweep Zimbabwe in T20I series
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SHANGHAI/TOKYO/LONDON/NEW YORK
The S&P 500 and the Nasdaq lost 
ground on Tuesday and crude oil prices 
extended the previous session’s surge 
as encouraging prospects of an effective 
COVID-19 vaccine led investors away 
from market leaders and toward cycli-
cal stocks associated with economic 
recovery. The blue-chip Dow, buoyed by 
industrial shares, was modestly higher 
and crude advanced as investors bet 
on rebounding demand. Pfizer Inc’s an-
nounced on Monday that its COVID-19 
vaccine candidate, developed with Ger-
man partner BioNTech, showed in trials 
it had a 90% success rate in preventing 
infection. The development led to inves-
tors taking profits from market-leading 
tech stocks that have thrived amid the 
pandemic recession. But some inves-
tors pondered whether the rotation 
was premature. “This action your see-
ing in tech is a sinking ship and the 
rats are running to the other end,” said 
Robert Pavlik, senior portfolio manager 
at Dakota Wealth in Fairfield, Connecti-
cut. “I’m amazed by this massive rota-
tion out of what’s worked so well in 
the economic shutdown. “We’ve gone 
through these rotations from growth 
to value only to it see it fade out real 
quickly,” Pavlik added. “People are say-

ing it’s different this time but how many 
times have we heard that?” The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average rose 139.28 
points, or 0.48%, to 29,297.25, the 
S&P 500 lost 20.44 points, or 0.58%, 
to 3,530.06 and the Nasdaq Composite 
dropped 212.66 points, or 1.82%, to 
11,501.13. Optimism over a potential 
vaccine breakthrough helped keep Eu-
ropean shares near eight-month highs, 
but gains were held in check by growing 
concerns about the depth of economic 
damage wrought by the pandemic. 
The pan-European STOXX 600 index 
rose 0.81% and MSCI’s gauge of stocks 
across the globe shed 0.28%. Emerging 
market stocks lost 1.26%. MSCI’s broad-
est index of Asia-Pacific shares outside 
Japan closed 0.81% lower, while Japan’s 
Nikkei rose 0.26%. U.S. Treasury yields 
slipped on Tuesday in choppy trading, 
pulling back from steep gains the previ-
ous session. But the direction for rates 

has turned higher amid optimism about 
the economy with the positive news on 
a potential coronavirus vaccine. Bench-
mark 10-year notes last rose 3/32 in 
price to yield 0.9476%, from 0.958% 
late on Monday. The 30-year bond last 
rose 11/32 in price to yield 1.7351%, 
from 1.751% late on Monday. Oil prices 
extended Monday’s surge, which gave 
the commodity its biggest daily per-
centage gain in five months, as views 
of a possible medical solution to the 
pandemic outweighed sagging demand 
from new lockdowns to contain the vi-
rus. U.S. crude rose 1.51% to $40.90 per 
barrel and Brent was last at $42.94 per 
barrel, up 1.27% on the day. Vaccine 
hopes also helped the dollar inch up 
against a basket of currencies, as inves-
tors quit long positions in other safe-
haven currencies such as the Japanese 
yen and the Swiss franc. The dollar in-
dex rose 0.04%, with the euro up 0.03% 
to $1.1817. The Japanese yen strength-
ened 0.09% versus the greenback at 
105.28 per dollar, while Sterling was 
last trading at $1.3225, up 0.47% on the 
day. Gold regained some ground lost in 
Monday’s plunge as market participants 
bet on continued monetary support 
from central banks. Spot gold added 
1.1% to $1,882.80 an ounce. Reuters

WASHINGTON
U.S. President Donald Trump abruptly fired 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper on Monday, 
sending shockwaves through Washington. 
“Mark Esper has been terminated,” Trump 
tweeted. “I would like to thank him for his 
service.” The announcement came only days 
after a Pentagon spokesman said Esper “has 
no plans to resign, nor has he been asked to 
submit a letter of resignation.” Mark Mead-
ows, the White House chief of staff, report-
edly called Esper to give him a heads-up that 
the president’s tweet was going to be sent 
out. In a letter to Trump on Monday, Esper 
said he accepts the president’s decision to 
replace him as he serves “the country in def-
erence to the Constitution,” while stressing 
his efforts to keep the Pentagon “out of poli-
tics.” Esper, 56, began to lead the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense in mid-2019 after serving 
as secretary of the Army. During his tenure 
at the Pentagon, Esper played a major role in 
implementing the Trump administration’s 
national security policies and mobilizing 
military resources to help the country ad-
dress the COVID-19 pandemic. However, 
he was at odds with the White House on 
several occasions over domestic issues. 
This summer, when demonstrations against 
police brutality and racial injustice swept 
across the country and Trump threatened 

to deploy active-duty troops to respond to 
violence arising from the events, Esper held 
a press conference in Pentagon making clear 
his opposition to the idea. “The option to use 
active-duty forces in a law enforcement role 
should only be used as a matter of last re-
sort, and only in the most urgent and dire of 
situations,” Esper said in June. “We are not in 
one of those situations now.” Recently, Esper 
reportedly helped lawmakers on Capitol Hill 
craft legislation to pull the names of Confed-
erate leaders from military bases, after the 
national reckoning over police brutality, rac-
ism, and slavery, despite public opposition 
from Trump. Nancy Pelosi, top Congressio-
nal Democrat, said in a statement that “it is 
concerning that reports show that this firing 
was an act of retribution,” arguing that the 
move could put the country’s national se-
curity at risk. A flurry of other Democrats, 

including House Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Adam Smith, also lashed out at 
the firing of Esper and its timing. Democrat 
and former U.S. Vice President Joe Biden 
has declared victory for the 2020 presiden-
tial election, while sitting President Trump 
hasn’t conceded and is pushing for legal 
challenges. “In the national security commu-
nity, it is well known that periods of presi-
dential transition leave our country exposed 
to unique threats,” Smith said in a statement. 
“It is imperative that the Pentagon remain 
under stable, experienced leadership.” 
Trump tweeted on Monday that Christopher 
Miller, director of the National Counterter-
rorism Center, will be the Pentagon’s acting 
chief “effective immediately.” Miller, 55, was 
sworn in as director of the National Coun-
terterrorism Center, aligned under the Of-
fice of the Director of National Intelligence, 
in August this year. Most recently, he served 
as deputy assistant secretary of defense for 
special operations and combating terror-
ism. Jim Inhofe, an Oklahoma Republican 
and chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, tweeted he is looking for-
ward to “working with him to ensure that 
these priorities remain paramount and to 
working with President Trump to maintain 
stability at the Pentagon, particularly as we 
work to enact the 60th annual NDAA.” App

WASHINGTON
The United States on Monday imposed 
sanctions on officials, entities and indi-
viduals it accused of providing support 
to Syrian President Bashar al-Assad as 
Washington continued its efforts to cut 
off funds for Assad’s government. The ac-
tion, which also targeted the Syrian Min-
istry of Petroleum and Mineral Resourc-
es, aims to push Assad’s government back 
toward United Nations-led negotiations 
and broker an end to the country’s nearly 
decade-long war. The U.S. Treasury De-
partment in a statement said it slapped 
sanctions on Syrian military officials, 
members of the parliament, and govern-
ment entities, as well as on Syrian and 
Lebanese people it accused of attempting 
to revive Syria’s petroleum industry. “The 
Treasury Department is determined to 
continue to apply economic pressure on 
the Assad regime and its supporters for 
the repression conducted by the regime,” 
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said 
in the statement. Millions of people have 
fled Syria and millions more internally 
displaced after a crackdown by Assad on 
protesters in 2011 led to civil war, with 

Iran and Russia backing the government 
and the United States supporting the 
opposition. U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said that Washington supports 
U.N. Special Envoy for Syria Geir Peder-
sen’s “call for a nationwide ceasefire, the 
release of political prisoners and detain-
ees, the drafting of a new constitution, as 
well as the convening of U.N.-supervised 
free and fair elections elections.” “The 
Assad regime has a choice: take irrevers-
ible steps toward a peaceful resolution of 
this nearly decade-long conflict or face 
further crippling sanctions,” Pompeo 
said in a separate statement. Among the 
19 individuals and entities blacklisted 
in Monday’s action are Syrian Air Force 
Intelligence Unit chief Ghassan Ismail 
and Syrian Political Security Directorate 
head Nasr al-Ali, as well as companies 
in the oil sector. Syria has been under 
U.S. and European Union sanctions that 
have frozen the assets of the state and 
hundreds of companies and individu-
als. Washington already bans exports to 
Syria and investment there by Ameri-
cans, as well as transactions involving 
oil and hydrocarbon products.  Reuters

DUBAI
COVID-19 has changed consumer behavior patterns 
around the world, and the GCC bloc is no exception, ac-
cording to new research by consultancy firm McKinsey 
& Company. Besides the obvious human challenges, the 
study, entitled “Digital: A Spotlight on the New Consumer,” 
has shed light on the pandemic’s potential implications 
for the global economy, businesses and employment. It 
found the crisis has affected consumers in six notable 
ways. Many are now spending less, a greater number are 
shifting to online shopping, and brand loyalty has suffered 
a setback. Researchers also observed a greater focus on 
health and hygiene, more deliberate consumption and 
the rise of the “homebody economy” — where spending 
is geared towards the domestic bubble. The shift appears 
to have placed digital adoption at the center of all indus-
tries. “The current crisis has provided us a bit of a glimpse 
of what could potentially be our future,” said Joydeep Sen-
gupta, senior partner and leader of McKinsey’s digital and 
analytics practice in Eastern Europe, the Middle East and 
North Africa. “Human digital interactions have overtaken 
human-to-human interactions.” Although the population 
was already becoming more sedentary and prone to stay-
ing indoors, Sengupta says the coronavirus and resulting 
lockdown measures have further bolstered these habits 
— and in turn forced institutions to adapt. “The adoption 
by consumers of digital tech is further driving and accel-

erating the trend,” he said. The study, conducted around 
the middle of this year, found that although incomes and 
savings have suffered for more than half of respondents 
in Saudi Arabia over the pandemic period, consumer con-
fidence has remained steady throughout the crisis. Some 
61 percent of Saudi respondents said they believe the 
economy will soon recover — making them one of the 
more optimistic countries polled, compared to Europeans.
And although a large proportion of Saudi consumers ex-
pect their incomes and savings to soon stabilize, a growing 
number believe the changes to their routines wrought by 
COVID-19 will last well beyond the next two months. VoM

Indian political assertions 
validate the concept of the 

two-nation theory

ISLAMABAD
M i n i s t e r  f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n
a n d  B r o a d c a s t i n g  S h i b -
l i  F a r a z  s a y s  J o u r n a l -
i s t  P r o t e c t i o n  B i l l  w i l l
s o o n  b e  t a b l e d  i n  p a r -
l i a m e n t  f o r  a p p r o v a l .  I n
a  t w e e t  o n  T u e s d a y,  h e
s a i d  t h e  d r a f t  b i l l  h a s
b e e n  f i n a l i z e d  b y  t h e
M i n i s t r y  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n
a n d  B r o a d c a s t i n g  a n d
H u m a n  R i g h t s  D i v i s i o n .
T h e  M i n i s t e r  s a i d  p r o -
t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f
j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  m e d i a
w o r k e r s  i s  a  p r i o r i t y  o f
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  H e  s a i d
w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  m a k i n g
e f f o r t s  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t
a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  j o u r n a l -
i s m  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y.  Vo M

President emphasizes
on expanding bilateral

cooperation with Kazakhstan

SLAMABAD
P re s i d e n t  D r.  A r i f  A lv i  h a s  u n d e r s c o re d  t h e 
n e e d  fo r  f u r t h e r  d e e p e n i n g  a n d  ex p a n d i n g 
b i l a t e ra l  c o o p e ra t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Re p u b l i c  o f 
K a z a k h s t a n  i n  t h e  a re a s  o f  m u t u a l  i n t e re s t 
l i ke  p o l i t i c a l ,  t ra d e ,  c u l t u ra l  a n d  d e f e n c e 
f i e l d s .  H e  s t a t e d  t h i s  d u r i n g  a  m e e t i n g 
w i t h  A m b a s s a d o r - d e s i g n a t e  o f  P a k i s t a n 
t o  K a z a k h s t a n ,  M r.  S a j j a d  A h m e d  S e e h a r, 
w h o  c a l l e d  o n  h i m ,  a t  A iwa n - e -S a d r,  t o d ay. 
W h i l e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  A m b a s s a d o r - d e s i g n a t e , 
t h e  P re s i d e n t  s a i d  t h a t  re g i o n a l  i n t e g ra t i o n 
a n d  c o n n e c t iv i t y  w e re  t h e  ke y  d r ive r s  o f 
e c o n o m i c  d e ve l o p m e n t  a n d  C h i n a - Pa k i s t a n 
E c o n o m i c  C o r r i d o r  ( C P E C ) ,  i n  t h i s  re g a rd , 
o f f e r e d  t r e m e n d o u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o 
c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t 
K a z a k h s t a n  c o u l d  a l s o  b e n e f i t  f ro m  C P E C  a s 
i t  p l aye d  v i t a l  ro l e  i n  p ro m o t i n g  re g i o n a l 
c o n n e c t iv i t y.  H e  a s ke d  t h e  A m b a s s a d o r  t o 
m a ke  e n d e avo r s  t o  p ro m o t e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
a n d  c u l t u ra l  e xc h a n g e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o 
c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
t h e  A m b a s s a d o r  o n  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s 
A m b a s s a d o r  t o  K a z a k h s t a n  a n d  e x p re s s e d 
t h e  h o p e  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  p l a y  a c t i v e  r o l e 
i n  f u r t h e r  p r o m o t i n g  e c o n o m i c  a n d 
p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  Pa k i s t a n  a n d 
K a z a k h s t a n .  P r e s i d e n t  D r  A r i f  A l v i  h a s 
s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e 
p h i l o s o p hy  o f  g re a t  p o e t  A l l a m a  I q b a l  t o 
c o p e  w i t h  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  a c h i e ve  g re a t e r 
s u c c e s s . A d d r e s s i n g  ‘ P h i l o s o p h y  o f  I q b a l 
C o n f e r e n c e ’  i n  I s l a m a b a d  o n  T u e s d a y 
e ve n i n g ,  h e  s a i d  A l l a m a  I q b a l  wa s  t h e  f i r s t 
p o e t  w h o  s p o ke  c l e a r ly  ove r  t h e  t wo  n a t i o n 
t h e o r y  a s  t h e  c u r re n t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  I n d i a  h a s 
t e s t i f i e d  t h i s  c o n c e p t . T h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a i d 
w e  n e e d  t o  p r o m o t e  u n i t y  a n d  h a r m o n y 
a m o n g s t  o u r  r a n k s  t o  d e f e a t  e n e m i e s ’ 
d e s i g n s .  Vo M

ISLAMABAD  
Pakistan Parliamentary Committee on Kash-
mir Chairman Shehryar Khan Afridi Tuesday 
warned Indian colonial designs and occupa-
tional and expansionist agenda is a major threat 
to regional and global peace and development. 
Addressing a seminar hosted by World Kash-
mir Forum, Shehryar Afridi said that the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir would decide through a 
free and transparent plebiscite whether they 
want to live with Pakistan or India. Referring to 
the statement of the United Kingdom military 
chief General Sir Nick Carter that the threat of 
3rd World War is real, Afridi said: “Pakistan 
and India may head to a nuclear war if Kash-
mir dispute is not amicably resolved.” “The UN 
and the world need to immediately take prac-
tical steps to resolve Kashmir dispute to help 
avoid a nuclear war in the region where three 
nuclear neighbors - Pakistan, India and China 
are involved in border disputes,” he said. Afridi 
said Pakistan and India have fought three all 
out wars beside two limited wars on Kashmir. 
“China and India are locked in another border 
dispute in Kashmir. Threat of a nuclear war 
is real now,” he said. “Indian occupational re-
gime in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir is so fearful that it has put restrictions 
on the elections of Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court Bar Association, asking it to first submit 
explanation over its constitution which states 
that Jammu and Kashmir is a disputed terri-
tory. But such tactics would fail as the people of 

Jammu and Kashmir have decided to offer any 
sacrifice required for freedom from Indian oc-
cupation,” said the chairman of Kashmir Com-
mittee. Shehryar Afridi said that the Hindutva 
regime of India “did not learn anything about 
the history of Kashmir as the Indian Prime 
Minister with fake degree has no knowledge of 
history and law”. Neither Kashmiri people nor 
Pakistan took Kashmir dispute to the UNSC. 
Rather it was Indian Prime Minister Jawaha-
rlal Nehru who took the Kashmir dispute to 
the UNSC and begged for its intervention and 
hold plebiscite, he said. There are at least 20 
UN resolutions which call for holding referen-
dum in Jammu and Kashmir region to decide 
its political fate but India has been delaying 
the process. Afridi said the Indian occupational 
forces are “committing worst war crimes” in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
“Hindutva regime is putting extreme media 
gags to suppress the voices of media but brave 
Kashmiri journalists are writing new chap-
ter of resistance in the history of Jammu and 
Kashmir,” asserted Afridi. He called upon the 
UN experts on Human Rights and Freedom of 
Expression to make an immediate intervention 
into the Indian government’s illegal transfer of 
2.4 lakh kanals of land in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) to Industries 
and Commerce Divisions of India. “All Indian 
actions in IIOJK are illegal and in blatant vio-
lation of the United Nations resolutions on the 
Kashmir dispute and are aimed at genocide of 

Kashmiris,” he said. “I ask the UN experts to 
take note of the unabated raids of National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) of India on offices and 
residences of human rights defenders, journal-
ists and of members of civil society, humani-
tarian aid organizations operating in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, “ Afridi 
demanded. He said that the NIA has been cre-
ating fear among the activists of human rights 
organizations and journalists since October 28 
so that the media and human rights organiza-
tions do not report about India’s genocidal ac-
tions against Kashmiris. “Hindutva regime of 
India wants to cover up the ongoing genocide 
in Kashmir by gagging the voices of media and 
human rights organizations. Amnesty India 
was forced to shut down its operations in In-
dia last month. Amnesty International also has 
condemned the Indian government’s ongoing 
campaign against human rights organizations 
and the media,” he said. Shehryar Afridi said 
the Modi government must understand that 
the “truth cannot be hidden by such raids and 
atmosphere of fear”. “RSS goons and Modi ad-
ministration cannot fool the world on Kashmiri 
genocide. We will continue to expose the inhu-
man actions of the colonial rulers in Kashmir. 
The world must break its criminal silence and 
give freedom to Kashmiris”. He said nations 
are formed when they are connected to their 
foundation. “Kashmiris are glued to their roots. 
They can’t be fooled by the occupational re-
gime of Jammu and Kashmir,” he added.  VoM

India’s xenophobic politics, saffronisation major threat to 
regional, global peace: Shehryar Afridi

Pakistan Parliamentary Committee on Kashmir Chairman Shehryar Khan Afridi Tuesday warned Indian colonial designs 

Global Markets
The S&P 500 drops, crude gains on upbeat vaccine news, recovery hopes

Trump’s post-elections melodrama continues, ousted 
Pentagon chief via tweet

Amid political Transition U.S. slaps 
more sanctions on Syria

GCC consumer behavior indicates rise of the 
‘homebody economy

 Government working to present 
Journalist Protection Bill in 

parliament for approval: Shibli

Israel demolishes 
Palestinian village, OIC 

Slums belligerent ethnic 
cleansing drive  

Palestine
Palestine, the Arab League, Qatar, 
and Jordan on Saturday strongly con-
demned Israel’s demolition of a village 
in occupied West Bank. Israel’s recent 
aggression is “a blatant violation of the 
rules of international law and interna-
tional covenants,” Ambassador Saeed 
Abu Ali, the Arab League’s assistant 
secretary general for Palestine and 
the Occupied Arab Territories. “The 
international community must con-
front this continuous and escalating 
Israeli aggression which not only tar-
gets the Palestinian people and their 
rights, but also violates the will of the 
international community, its charters, 
and laws,” he said. Israeli forces raided 
a village in occupied West Bank this 
past Tuesday and razed 11 houses 
belonging to 23 families. In a state-
ment, Qatar’s Foreign Ministry said 
the demolition was “an illegal act that 
aims to displace Palestinians and de-
stroy their land in severe violation to 
international agreements.” The minis-
try stressed the need for the interna-
tional community to “move swiftly to 
protect the Palestinian people from 
the dangers of forced and mass dis-
placement, and hold the occupation 
accountable for these severe viola-
tions.” Palestine’s Foreign Ministry 
slammed Israel’s demolitions as acts 
of ethnic cleansing and crimes to ex-
pand its colonial project. The min-
istry urged the International Crimi-
nal Court to initiate an investigation 
against Israel and hold it accountable 
for its crimes. Jordan’s Foreign Minis-
try also strongly criticized the demo-
lition and called on the international 
community to pressure Israel to end 
its illegal aggression. Israel occupied 
Palestinian territories, including the 
West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the 
Gaza Strip, in 1967. Palestinians want 
these territories for the establish-
ment of a future Palestinian state. VoM




