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Islamophobia emerged from the 
Western countries, and this is 

a challenge that we all together 
need to surmount.

Presiden Turkey

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

Middle East crisis, Turkey categorically rejects 
any kind of EU sanctions 

     Iran ready for snap return to nuclear deal compli-
ance: Hassan Rouhani

The Asian Telegraph

President urges 
inclusive approach to 

combat population 
growth

LAHORE
President Arif Alvi has called for a 
comprehensive approach to check 
the population growth.Addressing 
a seminar virtually in Islamabad to-
day, he said it is important that all 
the provinces and other stakehold-
ers are on board to handle this is-
sue. President Arif Alvi said we are 
working with the Ministry of Health 
to ensure the availability of contra-
ceptives to one hundred popula-
tion. He said we have also taken on 
board the Ulema on family planning 
and breast feeding. The President 
said a lot of efforts are being made 
by the present government to ad-
dress the issue of malnutrition and 
a program is soon being launched to 
provide nutrition packets to moth-
ers across the country.Stressing the 
need for women empowerment and 
financial inclusion, the President 
said this will help handle the issue 
of their nutrition levels. He said the 
Ehsaas Program has disbursed more 
amount to the women. VoM 

Oil rises on vaccine hopes despite stock build
Worsening Covid-19 situ-

ation in Europe weighs on 
prices

Bureau Reporter
LONDON

Oil prices rose on Wednesday 
as news about Covid-19 vaccines 
lifted investor hopes for a recov-
ery in fuel demand and outweighed 
concerns sparked by figures indi-
cating US oil inventories jumped 
last week. Brent crude rose $0.27, 
or 0.6%, to $49.11 a barrel by 1218 
GMT. US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude climbed $0.22, or 
0.5%, to $45.82. The American 
Petroleum Institute (API) said on 
Tuesday that US crude oil, gaso-
line and distillate stocks rose 
sharply last week, with crude 
stocks jumping by 1.14 million 
barrels against analyst forecasts 
for a draw of 1.42 million barrels. 
Official weekly oil data from the US 
Energy Information Administration 
(EIA) is due later on Wednesday. 
“Although vaccine rollouts have 
already begun in some countries, 

their impact will not be felt for a 
while yet,” Stephen Brennock of 
oil broker PVM said. Britain began 
mass vaccinations on Tuesday. 
Expectations that others will soon 
follow helped offset fears about 
a sharp rise in coronavirus cases 
globally that has led to new restric-
tions on movements around the 
world. The vaccine news helped 
offset some fears from a sharp rise 
in coronavirus cases globally that 
has led to a string of renewed lock-
downs, including strict measures 
in California, Germany and South 
Korea. “The worsening Covid situ-

ation, in particular in Europe, is 
weighing on prices,” research firm 
JBC Energy said. Hedge fund man-
agers were substantial buyers of 
petroleum futures and options last 
week for a fourth week in a row, a 
sign of increasing confidence that 
coronavirus vaccines will drive a 
recovery in oil consumption next 
year. On the supply front, the EIA 
said US crude oil production was 
expected to slide next year by 
240,000 barrels per day (bpd) to 
11.10 million bpd, a smaller de-
cline than its previous forecast for 
a slide of 290,000 bpd.

The EU has never treated 
us honestly, never stood 
by any promise: Tayyip 

Erdogan
ANKARA

Any European Union decision 
to sanction Turkey over its 
standoff with Greece is not a big 
concern, President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said on Wednesday, a 
day before EU leaders meet for 
a summit. Turkey, an EU candi-
date whose accession has been 
frozen over issues including its 
human rights record, is at odds 
with Greece over maritime and 
energy rights in the eastern 

Mediterranean. “Turkey does 
not care much about any sanc-
tions decision to be made by the 
EU,” Erdogan said in a televised 
press conference at an Ankara 
airport before leaving for 
Azerbaijan. “The EU has never 
treated us honestly. The EU has 
never stood by any promise it 
has given us but we always re-
mained patient and we are still 
patient,” he said. Ankara has 
angered Greece and the rest of 
the EU by sending a survey ship 
and navy vessels to the disputed 
waters in defiance of calls to 
stop. It ordered the Oruc Reis 
ship back to port last month. 
Athens is now pressing for pu-
nitive sanctions against Turkey 
at the EU summit beginning 
on Thursday. France supports 
Greece’s call for sanctions but 
not all countries are convinced, 
with some fearing an influx of 
refugees from Turkish territory. 
Erdogan said “sincere and hon-
est” leaders in the EU were not 
warm to the idea of sanctions, 
without naming them.APP

Pak-KSA reiterates 
commitment to further 
deepen the historic ties

Saudi envoy denounced specula-
tions of change in visa policy for 

Pakistanis 
ISLAMAbAD

Saudi Ambassador to Pakistan Nawaf bin Said 
Al-Maliki called on Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi in Islamabad today. The two sides 
discussed bilateral relations and enhancement of 
cooperation. The Foreign Minister said Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia have tremendous opportunities 
of promotion of bilateral cooperation in various 
fields, and they need to be exploited. He said the 
two countries have deep historical relations. He 
said a large number of Pakistanis have been resid-
ing in Saudi Arabia for several decades and playing 
their role in progress and development of Saudi 
Arabia. Shah Mahmood Qureshi expressed grati-
tude to the Saudi Foreign Minister and Saudi gov-
ernment for supporting Pakistan’s resolution on 
Kashmir at the OIC Foreign Ministers Council meet-
ing. He said the OIC’s reiteration of its principled 
stance regarding Indian illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir in Niamey Declaration is commend-
able. The Foreign Minister said Pakistan supports 
the efforts for peaceful resolution of issues in the 
Gulf region. Speaking with the media, Saudi envoy 
Nawaful Malki clarified that only those people who 
did not have valid documents were being asked 
to leave the kingdom and Pakistanis were not be-
ing targeted. He further clarified that people from 
other countries were also being asked to leave. 
“People holding iqamas and valid visas are not be-
ing asked to leave,” he maintained. Fears of Saudi 
Arabia sending back Pakistanis grew recently after 
UAE suspended issuing new visas to citizens of 13 
mostly Muslim-majority countries, including Paki-
stan, Afghanistan, Iran and Syria, according to a 
document issued by a state-owned business park. 
The authorities later clarified that the steps were 
being taken only as a measure to limit the spread 
of coronavirus. A document, seen by Reuters, said 
applications for new employment. VoM

Pakistan has been constructively engag-
ing with the international Human Rights 

mechanisms at the United Nations
KABUL

Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Kashmir 
Shehryar Khan Afridi Wednesday urged for a more proac-
tive role of the parliamentarians of the world in raising 
voices for Kashmir cause and to make India account-
able for its crimes against humanity in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). Addressing the 
participants at Parliamentary Kashmir Conference held 
here at Institute of Regional Studies, Shehryar Afridi 
said that the implementation of UNSC Resolutions on 
Kashmir is a collective responsibility of all the member 
states of the United Nations Security Council. Chairman 
Parliamentary Committee on Kashmir Shehryar Afridi 
said, “There is growing momentum among international 
Parliamentarians worldwide to work together to gal-
vanize world conscience to halt India’s aggression and 
make it accountable for its atrocities against Kashmiris 
in IIOJK.” He gave these remarks on the celebration of 
72nd anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. He said that the political leaders and legislators in 
several countries, including the US, Canada and Europe, 
including the Chairperson of the European Parliament 
have also expressed their concerns on IIOJK. Afridi said, 
“Pakistan is committed for peaceful resolution of Jammu 
and Kashmir dispute under Prime Minister of Pakistan’s 
emphatic narrative set in the UNGA Sessions through a 

full spectrum of Parliamentary and diplomatic outreach, 
engagement with media, think-tanks, academia, intelli-
gentsia and civil society.” While advocating for the right 
of self-determination to People of IIOJK, Shehryar Afridi 
said that Indian Occupation Forces cannot strip off the 
right of Kashmiri people to determine its own destiny as 
enshrined in UNSC resolutions under the auspices of UN. 
He said that Kashmiris’ struggle for self-determination 
has gained a new impetus recently under Modi’s regime. 
Shehryar Afridi said, “India has lost currency on its nar-
rative of foreign involvement in Kashmir. He said that 
BJP regime’s actions are propelled by racist ideologies 
of fascist RSS.” Indian occupation forces are martyring 
innocent Kashmiris in staged encounters under the garb 
of so-called cordon and search operations, “India’s extra-
judicial killing of hundreds of innocent Kashmiris includ-
ing women and children is in complete violation of the 
fundamental precepts of international humanitarian law,” 
said Afridi. Afridi said, VoM

Modi regime crushing Muslim rights, placing Kashmir 
under a vicious brutal rule: Shehryar Khan Afridi

US President-elect Joe 
Biden has expressed 

readiness to return to 
the agreement

TEHRAN
Iran is ready to return to full 

compliance with a 2015 nuclear 
deal with major powers as soon 
as the other parties honor their 
commitments, President Hassan 
Rouhani said Wednesday. The 
agreement between Iran and 
major powers has teetered 
on the brink of collapse since 
outgoing US President Donald 
Trump pulled out of it in 2018 
and reimposed crippling uni-
lateral sanctions. US President-
elect Joe Biden has expressed 
readiness to return to the 
agreement but over the past 18 
months Iran has suspended the 
implementation of some of its 
own obligations, including key 
limits to its uranium enrich-

ment program.“Just as soon as 
the 5+1 or 4+1 resume all of 
their commitments, we will re-
sume all of ours,” Rouhani said.
He was referring to the five 
veto-wielding permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council 
plus Germany with whom Iran 
reached the nuclear deal.“I’ve 
said it before — it doesn’t take 
time, it’s just a question of 
willing,” he said in comments 
to his cabinet aired by state 
television. Defying criticism 
from Iran’s ultra-conservatives, 
Rouhani reiterated his determi-
nation to seize the “opportu-
nity” presented by the change 
of US president in January. 
Parliament, which has been con-
trolled by conservatives since a 

February election marred by 
record low turnout, passed a 
bill last week that threatens 
the prospects for a thaw in re-
lations with Washington.The 
bill, which still has to be signed 
into law by Rouhani, would re-
launch Iran’s enrichment of ura-
nium to 20 percent purity and 
threaten other future measures 
that would likely sound the 
death knell of the nuclear deal.
In a blow to the president, the 
Guardian Council, which arbi-
trates disputes between par-
liament and the government, 
approved the bill last week.But 
in his comments on Wednesday, 
Rouhani appeared to suggest 
that he would withhold his 
signature from the bill.“It is 
vital that we speak with a sin-
gle voice,” the president told 
ministers.“People voted for a 
platform... and they want four 
years of action,” said Rouhani, 
who won re-election in 2017 
with more than 57 percent of 
the vote. Reuters

ISLAMABAD: Inauguration of Air Sial here on Thursday. Photo by VoM

ISLAMABAD 
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Wednesday promised 
to support small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in 
the country to lift people out of poverty. Addressing 
an event organised by the Sialkot business community 
following the inauguration of Air Sial - the third private 
airline of Pakistan - the premier reiterated the federal 
government’s aim to reduce poverty in the country 
and to help less developed areas including Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), Gilgit-Baltistan (G-
B) and some districts of Balochistan and Punjab. He 
underscored that Federal Minister for Industries and 
Production Hammad Azhar and Adviser to Prime Min-
ister on Commerce and Investment Abdul Razak Da-
wood and the business community have a solid inter-
action. “They listen to their problems and convey it to 
us, and we try our best to solve them,” he observed. He 
further stressed on the importance of industrialisation 
in the country, adding that Pakistan’s industrialisation 
was faster than many countries worldwide. The prime 
minister hailed China’s poverty alleviation strategy, 
adding that Pakistan will use China as a model to lift its 
people out of poverty. The premier hailed the Ehsaas 
programme as being a significant initiative launched to 
tackle poverty in Pakistan. He reiterated the country’s 

need to increase its exports and decrease imports in 
order to solve the problem of foreign reserves.”When 
imports increase and exports decrease, it puts pres-
sure on our economy, increasing our current account 
deficit.”Linking the progress of businesses in the coun-
try to a contained coronavirus situation, the premier 
urged the people to wear masks and take precaution-
ary measures. “We can save our country, our indus-
tries and our people if we take proper precautions,” he 
added. Referring to rallies and gatherings being held 
by the opposition, the premier said, “The same oppo-
sition that criticised me for not imposing a complete 
lockdown - giving India as an example - is now hold-
ing rallies everywhere despite the increase in Covid-19 
cases.” Federal Minister for Industries and Production 
Hammad Azhar, while addressing the business com-
munity, lauded the prime minister for saving the econ-
omy. “While economies worldwide are crashing amid 
Covid-19, our economy is prospering,” he claimed. He 
said the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government 
introduced schemes and packages to help uplift the 
economy, including the payroll financing scheme and 
construction packages and deferment of payments for 
small businesses. The minister maintained that a 22 
per cent increase in the sale of cement was recorded 

from July to October, 2020. He further added that au-
tomobile and pharmaceutical sales had also increased. 
Hammad Azhar further stated that a business-friendly 
government, current exchange rate and industrial 
packages would help strengthen the country’s econo-
my further.The premier is on a day-long visit to Sialkot 
where he will be performing groundbreaking of vari-
ous development projects worth Rs17 billion under 
the Punjab Intermediate Cities Improvement Invest-
ment Program.The premier would also break ground 
for city’s sewage system and water supply scheme 
which would cost Rs 9.5 billion, inaugurate recreation-
al parks for general public costing Rs 300 million and 
a provision of latest machinery for solid waste machin-
ery against Rs 600 million. He would also be interact-
ing with the business community besides launching 
the development projects Accompanied by federal 
ministers Hammad Azahar, Ghulam Sarwar, Advisor 
Razzak Dawood, SAPM Usman Dar, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Sardar Usman Buzdar and Special Assistant to CM 
Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan, the prime minister, earlier in 
the day, launched Air Sial. The airline would initially 
operate domestically.With current fleet of three Airbus 
A320-200, the airline would operate flights to and from 
Sialkot, Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore and Peshawar. VoM

PM vows extended cooperation to uplift SMEs in the country
Biden’s anticipation of targeting dirty money is a good sign: PM

Pakistan overtly rejects U.S. 
designation on religious 

freedom: FO 
Pakistani society is multi-religious 

and pluralistic with a rich tradition 
of inter-faith harmony

BEIJING
Pakistan has rejected the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s arbitrary and selective assessment un-
der a domestic legislation on religious freedom. 
In a statement, Foreign Office Spokesperson 
Zahid Hafeez said the designation of Pakistan as 
a “country of particular concern” is completely 
against the ground realities and raises serious 
doubts about the credibility of the exercise. Such 
subjective designations do not contribute to-
wards promoting the cause of religious freedom 
worldwide.  The spokesperson said Pakistan 
and the U.S. have been constructively engaging 
on the subject at the bilateral level, a fact regret-
tably overlooked by the U.S. He said Pakistani 
society is multi-religious and pluralistic with a 
rich tradition of inter-faith harmony. Religious 
freedom and the protection of the rights of mi-
norities are guaranteed by our Constitution and 
ensured through a range of legislative, policy 
and administrative measures. The spokesper-
son said the glaring omission of India, where 
the RSS-BJP regime and their leaders openly 
disregard religious freedom and discriminate 
against minority communities in an institu-
tionalised manner, is unfortunate and puts the 
credibility of the U.S. report into question. He 
said the state complicity in organized violence 
against the Muslim minority in India is a mat-
ter of record. It is no secret that attacks by cow 
vigilantes and mob lynchings of Indian Muslims 
take place regularly, with complete impunity for 
the perpetrators.  The spokesperson said the 
findings and recommendations of the U.S. Com-
mission on International Religious Freedom as 
well as the U.S. Congressional hearings on the 
maltreatment of minorities in India and the 
violation of religious freedom all over the coun-
try including in the Muslim-majority Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) 
were ignored by the U.S. State Department.VoM
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International Human 
Rights Day

Today the global community is observing the International Human 
Rights Day. The day is marked in remembrance of the United 
Nations General Assembly adopted, in 1948, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights –the most translated document in 
the world. The document delineates the 30 inalienable rights, 
which everyone is entitled to as a human being - regardless of 

race, colour, religion, sex, language, political or other opinions, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other status. The theme of 2020 is “better 
recover –stand up for human rights”, while relating to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and focusing on the need to build back better by ensuring Human 
Rights are central to recovery efforts. The international community today 
will vow again to reach our common global goals only if we are able to cre-
ate equal opportunities for all, address the failures exposed and exploited 
by COVID-19, and apply human rights standards to tackle entrenched, 
systematic, and intergenerational inequalities, exclusion and discrimina-
tion. However, the prevalent situation of gender disparity, racial injustice, 
nations struggling for their right to self-determination, people yearning 
for freedom of speech and freedom to live with dignity questions the pro-
gress we have achieved so far. For Pakistan, this day is related to the bla-
tant human rights violations of Indian occupational forces in Indian held 
Jammu and Kashmir. From 1989, more than 94,000 Kashmiris have been 
killed, more than 22,000 women widowed, 10,000 raped, and molested, 
105,000 children, have been orphaned by the Indian military and para-
military troops in IoK. According to the reports of the UN Human Rights 
Commission, the Indian authorities have enforced repressive laws like AFSPA, 
and forces are using pallet gun as a weapon of choice for crowd control.

COVID-19 Resurgence and 
Political Turmoil 

With each passing day, our country records the highest 
day due to virus resurgence and in the meantime, 
there is a political upheaval taking place from the 
opposition parties alliance, also known as Pakistan 
Democratic Movement. The incumbent government 
has requested the opposition leaders to take the 

situation of COVID resurgence in an account and postpone their rallies, 
as the administrative authorities had already prohibited the mass gath-
ering. However, the conventions of opposition parties are taking place 
one after another, even though the opposition leaders themselves have 
suffered from the infection of the novel virus. These leaders committed 
that the conventions and rallies will be in compliance with government 
directives and SOPs but the news reports present a different image. It 
is undeniable that it is a democratic right of every citizen to exercise 
their right to express and move freely but it is also their responsibility 
to take the larger problem in account here and avoid mass-gatherings 
and movement. It is a dilemma of our country that political turmoil and 
instability affected the socio-economic development of the country every 
now and then. However, today the situation is much different as the 
education institutes are closed, hospitals are overflown by the infected 
patients and the death toll is rising higher than ever. At this time, all we 
need is to halt our movement and avoid social gatherings because the 
government have invested a huge sum on the containment measures 
and it comes at a cost of the all taxes and sacrifices we all law-abiding 
and hard-working citizens pay with our sweat and blood. We already 
know that wearing a mask is not enough, which is why these nation-
wide lockdowns have been imposed across the globe. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are their own and do not necessarily reflect The Asian Telegraph  point-of-view

Today in History

 International Human Rights Day and Kashmir 

Amid unprecedented pandemic crisis, the 
world today celebrates International 
Human Rights Day under the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) as 
adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 1948. The Kashmiris on both 

sides of the Line of Control and the world over observing 
World Human Rights Day as Black Day, to remind the 
international community that all the basic human rights 
of the people in occupied Kashmir were being violated 
by the Indian authorities. However, it becomes a para-
dox concerning the Kashmir crisis because it witnessed 
the minimal role of key stakeholders in highlighting 
the plight of innocent Kashmiris that resides under the 
clouds of perpetrated violence and malpractices of dra-
conian laws carried out by the oppressive Indian armed 
forces. Masses in Kashmir are being deprived and dis-
empowered from the fundamental rights of livelihood 
through structural marginalization that goes unnoticed 
by the international community. Notably, ever since the 
fascist Modi regime came into power, the disputed val-
ley witnessed the trail of most heinous crimes commit-
ted against humanity on earth. History vindicates that 
73 years ago, on October 27, 1947, the Indian armed 
forces started landing in Jammu and Kashmir. Ever 
since, human rights day is observed as black day by 

the Kashmiris, Pakistani, and their Diasporas all across 
the world. The Indian occupation unfolded an unprec-
edented chapter of protracted violence and oppression 
carried out by the illicit occupational forces. However, 
during the entire phase of this siege, the Kashmiri 
masses portrayed a resplendent episode of sacrifices 
and enduring resistance to keep the spirit of freedom 
aligned. The Kashmiris have sacrificed their generations 
as thousands of people have been slain and maimed to 
date. Adding further, the enforced disappearances, fake 
encounters, custodian killings, women rapes, and mo-
lestations have become the normal practices of brutal 
armed forces deployed in the valley. This noxious behav-
ior further prolonged in the aftermaths of the revocation 
of article 370A under the fascist Modi regime. Currently, 
the Kashmir valley plugged into the worst ever phase of 
the humanitarian crisis through the imposition of draco-
nian laws, perpetrated violence, and gross human rights 
violations. However, there is a fresh wave of rebellious 
insurgency, and Kashmiris have realized that there is no 
other solution to contain the brutal and assertive policies 
that vehemently wreaked unprecedented havoc on their 
lives. With no end in sight, the grief-stricken masses are 
fatigued and their future looks grim, and this embroiling 
turmoil likely to escalated because the global world and 
key stakeholders merely playing the roles of spectators. 
Given the current circumstances, the global world must 
realize that the Kashmir conflict must be resolved per the 
wishes of the Kashmiri people. To remind the interna-
tional community that all the basic human rights of the 
people in the occupied Kashmir were being violated by 
the Indian authorities. Last year, a complete shutdown 
was observed in the territory, a call for which was given 
by APHC chairman, Syed Ali Geelani. Heavy deployment 
of Indian troops was witnessed all across the territory 

to prevent anti-India protests. Even on International 
Human Rights Day, 2019, India led military seizure and 
internet lockdown continued to remain in the territory to 
date. In the occupied Kashmir, Indian troops due to their 
unabated acts of state terrorism martyred over 95,471 
innocent Kashmiris including 7135 in custody from the 
year 1989 till date according to a report released by the 
research section of the Kashmir media service. However, 
Indian authorities have tried to legitimize their infringe-
ments on the grounds of public security. Keeping up law-
fulness is a basic state function; therefore, the states need 
to protect civil liberties as it is carried out. The world 
must pay attention to the open prison of Kashmir that 
portrays the dismal picture of a bloodbath of millions of 
innocent lives and the future of their remaining gener-
ates seemingly looks grim. Notably, the current political 
victimization rescinds the freedom and liberty of the 
Kashmiris. The malpractices of the iron fist approach 
must be reversed to its previous status. The spirit of 
sacrifices remains persistent but it also turns them to 
opt rebellious insurgency. Therefore, the international 
watchdogs and key stakeholders must realize that the 
success of such days remains redundant until they ad-
dress the grave concerns of the innocent Kashmiris that 
have been the real victims of violence and belligerence.

‘That ‘70s Show’ Alum Topher Grace Sets Network TV Return
LONDON

After a stint on Nat Geo’s historical 
anthology, The Hot Zone, Grace will star 
in ABC’s new comedy, Home Economics, 
marking his return as lead of a broadcast 
TV series since That ‘70s Show.The net-
work officially greenlit the single-camera 
comedy to series on Tuesday for a spring 
2021 premiere.According to the official 
synopsis, Home Economics “takes a look 
at the heartwarming, yet super uncom-
fortable and sometimes frustrating re-
lationship between three adult siblings: 
one in the 1 percent, one middle-class 
and one barely holding on.”“I never 
thought about doing another show until 
I read [executive producers] Michael 
Colton and John Aboud’s amazing script. 
Both the characters they created and the 
amazing ensemble they brought together 
to play them are a family I just had to 
be a part of,” Grace, who is an execu-
tive producer, said in a statement to ET. 
Caitlin McGee, Jimmy Tatro, Karla Souza, 
Sasheer Zamata, Shiloh Bearman, Jordyn 
Starr Curet, Chloe Jo Rountree and JeCobi 
Swain also star.Grace broke through as 
Eric Forman on Fox’s That ‘70s Show, 
where he led the popular multi-cam com-
edy for seven seasons from 1998 through 
2005. He returned for the series finale in 
2006.To stay up to date on breaking TV 
news, sign up for ET’s daily newsletter.

5 Hidden Gems Are Riding Aboard NASA’s 
Perseverance Rover

LONDON
More than halfway to the Red Planet, 

NASA’s Perseverance Mars rover isn’t just 
shuttling sophisticated science instruments 
and tubes to be filled with Earth-bound rock 
samples. It’s carrying symbols, mottos, and 
objects that range from practical to play-
ful – everything from meteorite fragments 
to chips carrying the names of 10.9 million 
people.The “extras” are part of a tradition 
that harks back to the early space age and 
is now called “festooning” in NASA lingo. A 
plaque aboard Pioneer 10 and 11 displays 
a man and a woman for distant spacefarers 
who might find the spacecraft. The Golden 
Record aboard Voyager 1 and 2 serves a 
similar purpose. Metal from the wreckage 
of the Twin Towers on 9/11 was installed 
on the rovers Opportunity and Spirit, while 
Spirit also carried a memorial to the crew 
of Space Shuttle Columbia.  “These kinds of 
embellishments add artistic elements on 
missions that are otherwise solely domi-
nated by science and technology, as well 
as lasting tributes to colleagues who have 
helped pave the way for humanity’s explo-
ration of space,” said Jim Bell of Arizona 
State University, who has helped festoon 
almost all of NASA’s Mars rovers, including 
Perseverance. Bell is the principal investi-

gator of Perseverance’s Mastcam-Z, a pair 
of zoomable cameras that will capture gor-
geous color panoramas of the Martian sur-
face.The 1909 penny aboard the Curiosity 
rover nods not just to the hundredth an-
niversary of the Lincoln penny, but also to 
how geologists often include a penny for 
scale when analyzing images of rock fea-
tures. In fact, the object serves a similar 
purpose on Curiosity: Scientists use it as 
a calibration target – a kind of default they 
can use to check the settings of the Mars 
Hand Lens Imager camera. Because cam-
eras frequently take images of these targets, 
they’re the ideal places to add a motto or 
decorative symbols for viewing by the 
public.As with Curiosity, Perseverance was 
built at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Southern California, which leads the mis-
sion. Much of the festooning aboard the 
rover serves a dual purpose. 

Sohail Majeed Butt
Islamabad

Pak-China Joint Air Exercise “Shaheen-IX” has 
started at an Operational Air Base of Pakistan Air 
Force today. The contingent of People’s Liberation 
Army Air Force (PLAAF), comprising combat Pilots, 
Air Defence Controllers and technical ground crew 
is participating in the exercise. The opening cer-
emony of the exercise was jointly witnessed by Air 
Vice Marshal Waqas Ahmed Sulehri, Deputy Chief of 
Air Staff (Operations), PAF and Major General Sun 
Hong, Assistant Chief of Staff, PLAAF. Major General 
Sun Hong said, “The Joint Exercise will improve 
the actual level of combat training and strengthen 
practical cooperation between the two Air Forces”. 
Welcomimg the Chinese contingent, Air Vice Marshal 
Waqas Ahmed Sulehri said, “The joint exercise will 
provide an opportunity to further enhance inter-
operability of both the Air Forces, therby fortifying 
brotherly relations between  the two countries.” 
Shaheen-IX is the ninth in the series of Joint Air 
Exercises which is conducted each year in both coun-
tries on alternate basis.

Pak-China Joint Air Exercise ‘Shaheen-Ix’ Starts At An Operational Air Base
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The first Nobel Prizes are awarded in 
Stockholm, Sweden, in the fields of 
physics, chemistry, medicine, litera-
ture and peace. The ceremony came 
on the fifth anniversary of the death 
of Alfred Nobel, the Swedish inven-

tor of dynamite and other high explosives. In his 
will, Nobel directed that the bulk of his vast fortune 
be placed in a fund in which the interest would be 
“annually distributed in the form of prizes to those 
who, during the preceding year, shall have con-
ferred the greatest benefit on mankind.” Although 
Nobel offered no public reason for his creation of 
the prizes, it is widely believed that he did so out 
of moral regret over the increasingly lethal uses of 
his inventions in war.Alfred Bernhard Nobel was 
born in Stockholm in 1833, and four years later his 
family moved to Russia. His father ran a successful 
St. Petersburg factory that built explosive mines and 
other military equipment. Educated in Russia, Paris, 
and the United States, Alfred Nobel proved a bril-
liant chemist. When his father’s business faltered 
after the end of the Crimean War, Nobel returned 
to Sweden and set up a laboratory to experiment 
with explosives. In 1863, he invented a way to con-
trol the detonation of nitroglycerin, a highly volatile 

liquid that had been recently discovered but was 
previously regarded as too dangerous for use. Two 
years later, Nobel invented the blasting cap, an im-
proved detonator that inaugurated the modern use 
of high explosives. Previously, the most dependable 
explosive was black powder, a form of gunpowder. 
Nitroglycerin remained dangerous, however, and 
in 1864 Nobel’s nitroglycerin factory blew up, kill-
ing his younger brother and several other people. 

Searching for a safer explosive, Nobel discovered 
in 1867 that the combination of nitroglycerin and 
a porous substance called kieselguhr produced a 
highly explosive mixture that was much safer to 
handle and use. Nobel christened his invention 
“dynamite,” for the Greek word dynamis, meaning 
“power.” Securing patents on dynamite, Nobel ac-
quired a fortune as humanity put his invention to 
use in construction and warfare.

First Nobel Prizes awarded
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Hailey Bieber goes 
public with skin battle

NEWYORK
Following big reveals from Kim Kardashian and 
LeAnn Rimes, Justin Bieber’s model wife has 
shared she suffers from perioral dermatitis - a 
rash on the face or genitals.Posting a makeup-free 
selfie on social media, Hailey opened up about how 
her latest break-out on her cheek has lasted three 
days.“This is day 3 so it’s calmed down a lot,” she 
wrote.“I have something called perorial dermatitis 
which I’ve had for a few years now. It gets triggered 
by different things and usually shows up on my 
cheeks, around my mouth or sometimes around 
and under my eyes,” she explained.Hailey went on: 
“Some things that i noticed trigger it: trying a new 
product, a product that’s too harsh, weather, masks, 
sometimes certain SPF (Sun Protection Factor 
creams).”Last month, Rimes went public with her 
lifelong battle with psoriasis while posing nude for 
Glamour magazine.The Blue singer told the publi-
cation there was no way she’d even consider bar-
ing all earlier in her career because she was always 
hiding dry skin outbreaks and scales, but disclosed 
she recently had a flare-up and she decided it was 
time to tell all about her skin condition, showing 
off the marks left by it on her back and legs in the 
photos featured in the magazine.VoM

Lori  daughter apologises: 
‘My family messed up’

EW YORK
Lori Loughlin’s daughter has issued a public 
apology for her family’s role in America’s college 
admissions scandal, insisting her parents’ prison 
time was “necessary” because they “messed up”.
Full House actress Loughlin and her fashion de-
signer husband, Mossimo Giannulli, are currently 
serving time behind bars after pleading guilty 
to offering up bribes to help their two daugh-
ters score places at the University of Southern 
California.On Tuesday, their youngest, Olivia Jade 
Giannulli, addressed the controversy in detail for 
the first time in a candid interview on Jada Pinkett 
Smith’s Red Table Talk series.The social media in-
fluencer kicked off the episode by acknowledg-
ing her family’s mistakes, stating: “It’s been hard. 
I think for anybody, no matter what the situation 
is, you don’t want to see your parents go to prison, 
but also I think it’s necessary for us to move on 
and move forward.”She went on: “I’m not trying to 
victimise myself. I don’t want pity - I don’t deserve 
pity. We messed up.”Explaining her appearance 
on the show, Olivia shared: “I just want a second 
chance to be like, ‘I recognise I messed up’. I never 
got to say, ‘I’m really sorry that this happened’, or 
‘I really own that this was a big mess-up on every-
body’s part’, but I think everybody feels that way 
in my family right now.VoM

Wazen sisters celebrate 
footwear fashion win

DUBAI
Lebanese influencer Karen Wazen was on 
hand to celebrate her sister Andrea Wazen’s 
exciting news on Wednesday as the footwear 
designer won the Emerging Talent prize 
at the Footwear News (FN) Achievement 
Awards this week. The Lebanese shoe de-
signer took to Instagram to share the news 
with her 175,000 followers.“What a feeling… 
I cannot explain the joy and satisfaction I am 
feeling,” she wrote before thanking Michael 
Atmore, chief brand officer and the director 
of the event, for recognizing her as this year’s 
emerging talent, stylist Jill Jacobs for present-
ing her with the award and her team, who 
she said she couldn’t have “accomplished any 
of this” without. “Last but not least, I would 
like to dedicate this award to my beautiful 
city, my source of inspiration and my home 
Beirut,” her message read. Andrea was among 
a long list of creatives whose offices, ateliers 
and boutiques were destroyed by the deadly 
explosion that ripped through Beirut’s port 
area on Aug. 4.VoM

Staff Report
CHRISTCHURCH 

The Pakistan Cricket Board Wednesday 
announced details of South Africa 
men’s cricket team’s first tour to 
Pakistan in 14 years. The tour 
will comprise two ICC World Test 
Championship fixtures and three 
Twenty20 Internationals.South Africa 
will arrive in Karachi on 16 January 
and will play the first Test at the 
National Stadium in Karachi from 
26-30 January. They will then travel 
to Rawalpindi where the second Test 
will be held from 4-8 February. The 
iconic Gaddafi Stadium, headquarters 
of Pakistan cricket, will be the venue 
of the three T20Is, which are sched-
uled for 11, 13 and 14 February.Upon 
arrival in Karachi and in the lead up 
to the first Test, South Africa will ob-
serve an isolation period following 
which they will hold training sessions 

and play intra-squad practice matches.
This will be South Africa’s first visit 
to Pakistan since the 2007 tour when 
they won the Karachi Test by 160 runs 
to clinch the series 1-0. The subse-
quent series in 2010 and 2013 were 
played in the United Arab Emirates.

Since 1995, the two sides have played 
11 Test series with South Africa win-
ning seven and Pakistan one in 2003. 
In this background, Babar Azam’s side 
will be determined to end the 18-year 
series win drought and move up in the 
ICC World Test Championship ladder.

Staff Report
BAHRAIN

They defined the ‘El Clasico’ ri-
valry between Real Madrid and 
Barcelona for the past decade but 
Cristiano Ronaldo said he has al-
ways got on well with Lionel Messi 

and never saw him as a rival.
Ronaldo, now playing for Juventus, 
scored two penalties to help the 
Italian champions secure a 3-0 
win over Messi’s Barcelona in the 
Champions League on Tuesday.
It was the first meeting between 

Ronaldo and Messi since the 
Portuguese forward left Real Madrid 
for Juventus in 2018. Between 
them the pair have won the Ballon 
d’Or in 11 of the past 12 years.
“I have always had a cordial re-
lationship with Messi,” Ronaldo 
told Movistar. “As I have said be-
fore, for 12, 13, 14 years (I have 
been) sharing prizes with him.
“I never saw him as a rival. He always 
tried the best for his team, and I tried 
the best for mine. I always got on well 
with him. I am sure he will say the same 
if you ask him.“But we know in foot-
ball, people always look for a rivalry 
to create more excitement.”Ronaldo is 
hoping the win could provide an “injec-
tion of confidence” for Juventus, who 
are currently fourth in the Italian Serie 
A standings.Barcelona are also look-
ing to recover from a below-par start 
to their domestic league campaign.

Bureau Report
KARACHI

Stocks were back on track on Wednesday as 
bulls re-appeared to take control of the market 
after two days of consolidation.Investors had 
several reasons to accumulate stocks which 
included a rally in global markets, hike in in-
ternational oil prices and approval of a $300 
million loan by the World Bank for financing two 
projects in Pakistan.While investors cheered 
economic developments, the overall sentiment 
remained mixed as market players were con-
cerned over the looming political unrest due to 
the decision taken by the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) to hold its Lahore rally as per 
plan on December 13 amid rising coronavirus 
cases.Earlier, the market opened on a positive 
note and touched the intra-day high within 
minutes but battered sentiment over political 
uncertainty dragged the index into negative ter-
ritory later. However, the index still managed to 
recover and close with modest gains.At close, 
the benchmark KSE-100 index recorded an in-
crease of 102.25 points, or 0.24%, to settle at 
42,204.03 points.Arif Habib Limited, in its re-
port, stated that the market discounted all the 
hype created by the opposition parties regard-
ing the plan for tendering resignations from 
the national and provincial assemblies.“The 
banking sector played a vital role as HBL and 

UBL took charge after remaining calm for al-
most two months since the announcement of 
3QCY20 financial results,” it said.International 
crude prices went up, trading +1% that helped 
exploration and production sector stocks ad-
vance.The report added that chemical and oil 
and gas marketing companies also contributed 
to the positivity and helped the index stay 
above 42,200.Sectors contributing to the per-
formance included exploration and production 
(+44 points), technology (+20 points), power 
(-13 points), tobacco (-10 points) and auto (-6 
points).Individually, stocks that contributed 
positively to the index included TRG Pakistan 
(+30 points), Oil and Gas Development Company 
(+24 points), Pakistan Petroleum (+12 points), 
UBL (+11 points) and HBL (+10 points).Stocks 
that contributed negatively were Hubco (-18 
points), Pakistan Tobacco Company (-9 points), 
Bank AL Habib (-9 points), Systems Limited (-9 
points) and Maple Leaf Cement (-8 points).JS 
Global analyst Danish Ladhani said the bench-
mark KSE-100 index was restricted between a 
high of 248 points and low of 71 points. It closed 
the session at 42,204, up 102 points. Overall, 
the market traded sideways with activity mostly 
seen in exploration and production and finan-
cial sectors where Oil and Gas Development 
Company (+1.6%), UBL (+0.8%), HBL (+0.5%), 
Pakistan Petroleum (+0.9%), NBP (+1.9%) and 

Pakistan Oilfields (+0.6%) were the major mov-
ers.Volumes stood at 438 million shares. TRG 
Pakistan (+3.9%), Lotte Chemical (+7.1%), Unity 
Foods (+2.3%), Hascol Petroleum (+0.5%) and 
Maple Leaf Cement (-1.7%) led the volumes 
with a cumulative 133 million shares changing 
hands.Ladhani added that the market may re-
main under duress on political grounds as the 
PDM had announced that all members of parlia-
ment belonging to its constituent parties would 
submit their resignations. “Furthermore, Federal 
Minister for Planning and Development Asad 
Umar has warned that the government may 
have no choice but to impose further restric-
tions over the next two weeks if the violation 
of coronavirus standard operating procedures 
(SOPs) continues,” he stated.

Bureau Report
Dubai

Fiscal balances of GCC countries will im-
prove across in 2021 as oil prices recover 
to an average of $45/bbl and coronavirus-
related expenditures are phased out, Fitch 
Ratings said in a note.The rating agency ex-
pects most GCC countries to improve their 
non-oil fiscal balances amid redoubled efforts 
towards medium-term fiscal sustainability.
Deficits are expected to remain sizeable 
particularly in the lower-rated oil export-
ers and Kuwait, leading to continued dete-
rioration of sovereigns’ debt and net foreign 

asset metrics.“In 2021, we expect gross for-
eign debt issuance of around $50 billion in 
the GCC for new financing and rollover of 
maturities, including by Kuwait, assuming 
the government will receive new legal au-
thorisation to borrow,” said Jan Friederich, 
Senior Director at Fitch.The increase in debt 
issuance is expected to be accompanied by 
about $60 billion in drawdowns from wealth 
funds, and more than 40 billion in local is-
suance, mostly in Saudi Arabia. The OPEC+ 
agreement and a tepid global demand out-
look will constrain recovery in oil produc-
tion in 2021. All regional oil exporters, except 
Qatar, have committed to limit production 
until April 2022, with a tapering of cuts 
planned for January 2021. The participat-
ing countries agreed in December 2020 to 
a slower taper. Oman’s medium-term fiscal 
adjustment strategy appears most reliant on 
eventual increases in oil and gas production. 
Fitch expects exchange-rate pegs of the GCC 
unlikely to change in 2021 or in the medium 
term.“In the lower-rated sovereigns, mainte-

nance of the pegs beyond the near term will 
require challenging fiscal adjustment, which 
is underway to varying degrees, and in most 
cases staving off pressure on pegs will entail 
significant depletion of foreign assets and/or 
build-up of debt,” said Friederich. GCC coun-
tries prefer fiscal consolidation as a means 
of fiscal and external rebalancing, which in 
Fitch’s view is consistent with their struc-
tural economic limitations and their ability 
to defend the pegs, alone - as in Kuwait, UAE, 
Qatar and Saudi Arabia - or with likely exter-
nal support - as in Bahrain, where it has been 
amply demonstrated, and Oman, where it has 
so far been limited. Oman and Saudi Arabia 
stand out with ambitious fiscal-consolidation 
plans, in Oman’s case reflecting a weak start-
ing position and funding pressures. Oman’s 
recently published medium-term reform plan 
includes VAT introduction in 2021, subsidy 
reform and the region’s first-ever personal 
income tax. Saudi Arabia tripled VAT in 2020 
and plans an 8 per cent spending cut next 
year.

GCC countries’ budget deficits to narrow in 2021

China orders 
removal of 105 
apps, including 

TripAdvisor
Bureaau Report

HONG KONG
Companies including the 

Chinese arm of TripAdvisor 
have been ordered by regulators 
to overhaul their mobile phone 
apps in what the Chinese gov-
ernment said is a crackdown on 
pornography and other improper 
content.The National Cyberspace 
Administration ordered the re-
moval of 105 apps including 
TripAdvisor from app stores this 
week, although it gave no details 
of what each app was accused of 
doing wrong. It cited what it said 
were public complaints about 
obscene, pornographic and vio-
lent information or fraud, gam-
bling and prostitution.The ruling 
Communist Party tightly controls 
what the Chinese public sees on-
line and has launched repeated 
crackdowns on websites and 
apps.TripAdvisor China, a joint 
venture between TripAdvisor 
and its Chinese partner Trip.
com, did not immediately re-
spond to an email seeking com-
ment.Following the removal of 
its app in China, Nasdaq-listed 
TripAdvisor’s stock price was 
down 1.68 percent to $29.59 at 
the market’s close in the US on 
Tuesday.TripAdvisor owns a 40 
percent stake in TripAdvisor 
China, with Trip.com owning the 
other 60 percent. Under the part-
nership, the companies share its 
travel inventories and content.

Bureau Report
LONDON

Iraq is poised to sign a multibillion-dollar con-
tract with China ZhenHua Oil Co., a bailout from 
Beijing for the cash-strapped government which 
will receive money upfront in exchange for long-
term oil supplies.The deal is the latest example 
of China, via state-controlled trading companies 
and banks, lending to struggling oil producers 
such as Angola, Venezuela and Ecuador, with re-
payment in the form of oil barrels rather than 
cash. This year’s crash in oil prices has ham-
mered Iraq’s budget and the government has 
failed to pay teachers and civil servants on time.
The Iraqi agency in charge of petroleum exports, 
SOMO, picked ZhenHua after asking oil traders 
for bids, according to people familiar with the 
matter. Cabinet spokesman Hassan Nadhim said 
on Tuesday there had been “several offers” and 
they were being studied before Prime Minister 
Mustafa Al-Kadhimi makes the final decision. 
Under the terms of a letter SOMO sent last 
month, the winning bidder will buy 4 million bar-
rels a month, or about 130,000 a day. They will 
pay upfront for one year of supply, which at cur-
rent prices would bring in more than $2 billion, 
according to Bloomberg calculations. The deal 

runs for five years - but the upfront payment is 
only for one year.The deal attracted widespread 
interest among major oil traders, according to 
the people. The deadline for the tender was ex-
tended from late November to allow companies 
more time to bid. ZhenHua Oil didn’t reply to 
an email seeking comment that was sent to its 
headquarters in Beijing after normal business 

hours on Tuesday.All major producers have taken 
a hit from oil’s coronavirus-triggered plunge. But 
Iraq, where crude accounts for almost all govern-
ment revenue, is in a worse position than most. 
Its economy will contract 12% this year, more 
than that of any other OPEC member under a 
production quota, according to International 
Monetary Fund forecasts.

China set to bail out Iraq with multibillion-dollar oil deal

Bureau Report
DUBAI

Japan’s badminton world number one Kento Momota on 
Wednesday announced his long-awaited return to competition 
as he begins his bid for home glory at the Tokyo Olympics nearly 
a year after suffering serious injuries in a car crash.Momota will 
compete at the All-Japan national championships in Tokyo later 
this month before playing in the Thailand Open in January fol-
lowing a difficult year in which he feared his career might be over 
after fracturing an eye socket in the accident.“I’m nervous but I’m 
really looking forward to it,” said Momota, who was badly hurt 
when the vehicle taking him to Kuala Lumpur airport just hours 
after he won the Malaysia Masters was involved in an accident 
that killed his driver.“I’m really looking forward to playing against 
the best international players after such a long time.”Momota ad-
mitted his “spirit was almost broken” after undergoing surgery 
on his eye socket in February, which left him with impaired vi-
sion.But the 26-year-old later declared himself “fully recovered” 
and refocused his sights on gold at the coronavirus-postponed 
Tokyo Games.Momota is hoping to recapture the form that saw 
him win a record-breaking 11 titles last year as he tries to claim 
a third straight national crown before heading to Bangkok for the 
resumption of the badminton world tour.“I haven’t played matches 
recently so it’s difficult to know what’s working and what I need to 
work on,” said Momota.“But thanks to my sponsors, I’ve been able 
to practice each day without stress.”Three postponed tournaments 
on the tour will be played back-to-back in Thailand in January, 
with the finals to be held at the end of that month.The coronavirus 
pandemic decimated badminton’s international calendar, with 
October’s Denmark Open – which Momota did not enter because 
of fears over the virus – the only tournament since March.

Oil sector helps KSE-100 recoup losses

Never saw Messi as a rival, says Ronaldo

Badminton’s world number 
one Kento Momota returns to 

competition

PCB announces schedule of South Africa’s first tour to Pakistan in 14 years
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LONDON 
Global equity indexes were 
mostly near flat on Wednesday 
as upbeat COVID-19 vaccine 
news was offset by lingering 
concern about the econom-
ic recovery, while sterling 
gained after recent weakness. 
The S&P 500 was unchanged 
after hitting a record high at 
the opening. Investors were 
hopeful for further U.S. eco-
nomic relief and more news 
on vaccines on Wednesday 
as the coronavirus pandemic 
continued to take its toll on 
the U.S. economy. The U.S. 
House of Representatives was 
set to vote Wednesday on a 
one-week stopgap funding 
bill that will buy more time 
to reach a deal on COVID-19 
relief, with separate aid pack-
ages of more than $900 bil-
lion on the table. “The market 
remains very optimistic that 
some sort of a stimulus deal 
would be cut before the end 
of the year, and that would 
indicate the economy may not 
falter or wind up in a double-

dip recession,” said Peter Car-
dillo, chief market economist 
at Spartan Capital Securities 
in New York. Johnson & John-
son this week said it could ob-
tain late-stage trial results for 
a single-dose vaccine in Janu-
ary, earlier than expected. 
Britain this week became the 
first Western nation to begin 
a wide vaccination campaign. 
However, Britain injected a 
note of caution, saying people 
with a history of significant 
allergic reactions responded 
adversely to the Pfizer vac-
cine. The Dow Jones Industri-
al Average fell 29.82 points, 
or 0.1%, to 30,144.06, the 
S&P 500 lost 1.3 points, or 
0.04%, to 3,700.95 and the 

Nasdaq Composite dropped 
8.16 points, or 0.06%, to 
12,574.62. The pan-Euro-
pean STOXX 600 index rose 
0.45% and MSCI’s gauge 
of stocks across the globe 
gained 0.11%, also hitting a 
record high earlier. Sterling 
was last trading at $1.3396, 
up 0.32% on the day.British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
warned the European Union 
on Wednesday it must scrap 
demands which he says are 
unacceptable if there is to be 
a Brexit trade deal to avoid 
a turbulent breakup in three 
weeks. The dollar index rose 
0.129%. U.S. Treasury yields 
rose on hopes of more domes-
tic fiscal stimulus and on the 
vaccine news. The benchmark 
10-year Treasury note yield 
was up 3.1 basis points at 
0.9444% in morning trading. 
Oil futures were down slightly 
, while spot gold prices were 
down more than 1%, with the 
start of vaccine treatment re-
ducing safe-haven demand for 
the precious metal. Reuters

Together, we can unleash the 
power of diversity and inclu-
sion by engaging all actors

VIENNA   
The 2020 International Anti-Cor-
ruption Day comes as our world 
has been shattered by a global pan-
demic that continues to unfold. The 
COVID-19 crisis threatens to push 
more than 100 million people into 
extreme poverty this year alone. 
To save lives and livelihoods, gov-
ernments are spending and fast-
tracking economic stimulus pack-
ages. Corruption is targeting these 
emergency measures, weakening 
vital health and social systems, 
with lethal consequences. People 
have lost jobs and social protection 
in the crisis, giving rise to danger-
ous frustrations and turmoil. In our 
time of greatest need, corruption 
is fuelling even greater instability. 
Now more than ever, governments 
need to use the tools provided by 
the UN Convention against Cor-
ruption to further strengthen 
anti-corruption bodies, improve 
oversight over stimulus invest-
ments, and increase transparency 
and accountability. As guardian of 
the Convention, the UN Office on 

Drugs and Crime has supported 
179 countries to date to imple-
ment this global framework, and 
we are working with governments 
to promote anti-corruption action 
in the COVID response and recov-
ery. A world made poorer and more 
fragile by the pandemic cannot af-
ford to let corruption compromise 
our efforts to build forward, or our 
hopes for a fairer future. We need 
to stand up for justice, and stand 
united against corruption. Coun-
tries of destination and origin need 
to work as partners, to deny safe 
haven to the corrupt, stop illicit fi-

nancial flows and return stolen as-
sets. Together, we can unleash the 
power of diversity and inclusion by 
engaging all actors – women and 
youth, the private sector, civil soci-
ety and academia – to protect our 
systems against corrupt networks 
and practices, and end impunity. 
In advancing anti-corruption ac-
tion, we can build more resilient 
societies, and get back on track to 
achieve the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. On this year’s Inter-
national Anti-Corruption Day, let 
us commit to recovering better by 
recovering with integrity. Reuters

Conditions for finalizing a trade 
agreement “are not there due to the 

remaining significant differences
London

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said Tuesday that the post-Brexit trade 
talks between Britain and the European 
Union (EU) are “very difficult” at the 
moment. Johnson made the remarks 
ahead of his visit to Brussels this week 
for a crunch meeting with EU leaders 
in a bid to seek a breakthrough in the 
lengthy negotiations. “You’ve got to be 
optimistic, you’ve got to believe there’s 
the power of sweet reason to get this 
thing over the line,” the prime minister 
told Sky News.”But I’ve got to tell you 
it’s looking very, very difficult at the 
moment.” Speaking to the BBC on Tues-
day, Johnson said: “We will see where 
we get to in the course of the next two 
days, but I think the UK government’s 
position is that we are willing to en-
gage at any level, political or otherwise, 
we are willing to try anything.” “But 
there are just limits beyond which no 
sensible, independent government or 
country could go and people have got to 
understand that,” he added. The prime 

minister is expected to travel to Brus-
sels on Thursday, the BBC said Tues-
day. In a bid to unlock the stalemate 
in post-Brexit trade talks, Johnson and 
European Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen made a telephone 
call on Monday, the second one in 48 
hours. During the phone conversation, 
they said that the conditions for final-
izing a trade agreement “are not there 
due to the remaining significant dif-
ferences on three critical issues: level 
playing field, governance and fisher-
ies” between the two sides. “As agreed 
on Saturday, we took stock today of the 
ongoing negotiations,” the two lead-
ers said in a statement following the 
phone call. “We asked our chief nego-
tiators and their teams to prepare an 
overview of the remaining differences 
to be discussed in a physical meeting 
in Brussels in the coming days,” the 
statement added. The two leaders had 
phone conversations several times in-
stead of face-to-face discussions due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The trade ne-
gotiations are at a crucial stage as time 
is running out for both sides to secure a 
deal before the Brexit transition period 
expires at the end of the year. Reuters

Trump final act of hysteria, imposes sanc-
tions on 14 Chinese officials 

ISLAMABAD
Putting 14 Chinese officials from the country’s top legis-
lature on the new sanction list over the Hong Kong issue 
shows that the Trump administration, with its final act of 
hysteria against China, is now bypassing the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) and directly con-
fronting China’s highest organ of power, Chinese scholars 
said, suggesting that Beijing come up with more counter-
measures such as further reducing staff of the US consulate 
in Hong Kong.  The US Treasury Department announced on 
Monday that it was imposing sanctions against 14 individu-
als - all vice chairs of the 13th National People’s Congress 
(NPC) Standing Committee, over the Hong Kong issue. They 
include Wang Chen who first officially unveiled the national 
security law for Hong Kong in May. Other officials included 
Chen Zhu, Cao Jianming, Ding Zhongli, Imirbaki Arken and 
Zhang Chunxian. The sanctions aim to block the assets, 
impose restrictions on individual transactions and bar the 
officials from entering the US, according to media reports.  
“This is a direct confrontation with China’s top legislature, 
which shows that in his final weeks as the incumbent presi-
dent of the US, the Trump administration has not given up in 
continuing to push forward its Cold War mentality toward 
China by escalating tensions, creating more problems for 
Biden,” Tian Feilong, associate professor at Beihang Univer-

sity in Beijing and a member of the Beijing-based Chinese 
Association of Hong Kong and Macao Studies, told the Global 
Times on Tuesday.  Lau Siu-kai, vice president of the Chinese 
Association of Hong Kong and Macao Studies, called the lat-
est sanctions the most serious political provocation from 
Washington over Hong Kong’s affairs, but one that will have 
little practical impact. The Chinese Foreign Ministry has re-
peatedly voiced strong opposition to the US’ so-called Hong 
Kong-related laws and sanctions against Chinese officials, 
calling them blatant and reckless interference in China’s 
internal affairs. Since the social turmoil was triggered by 
anti-government protests in Hong Kong in 2019, American 
lawmakers have come up with measures reacting to the 
national security law for Hong Kong, including signing the 
Hong Kong Autonomy Act, imposing sanctions on Hong Kong 
officials, and removing Hong Kong’s special status. Xinhua

     Japan vows to further 
promote bilateral ties 

with Pakistan:  Japanese 
Ambassador 

Amid pandemic 
escalation Planning 
Minister warns close 
down of more sectors 

ISLAMABAD
King Salman Humanitarian Aid 
and Relief Center has launched 
a project to distribute 22,550 
winter kits among poor and 
deserving people living in Dis-
trict (Chitral, Swat, Shangla) in 
khyber Pakhtunkhwa Pakistan 
in collaboration with NDMA, 
KPK Government and with the 
help of distribution partner 
(Ehsar Foundation). Each pack-
age comprise 2 Quilts, men’s 
and women’s shawls, 9 pairs of 
socks, and men’s and women’s 
warmers for needy families liv-
ing in the colder regions. At 
a total cost of US$ 1,258,164 
and 135,300 individuals will 
benefit from this project. This 
project comes under the um-
brella of humanitarian projects 
by the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, represented by the King 
Salman Humanitarian Aid and 
Relief Center to assist needy 
families living in the coldest 
areas in north of Pakistan. VoM

Kuninori Matsuda urges Promotion of 
culture and tourism, trade and invest-

ment between the two countries 
ISLAMABAD

Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan Excellency 
Kuninori Matsuda called on Mr. Raoof 
Hassan, Special Assistance to the Prime 
Minister on Information and Broadcasting, 
on Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 
They discussed matters relating to mutual 
cooperation between the two countries. 
Bilateral relations between Pakistan and 
Japan and the history of mutual cooperation 
in promotion of culture and tourism, trade 
and investment between the two countries 
came under discussion during the meeting. 
More specifically,  avenues regarding 
promotion of relations in the fields of 
media, culture and tourism and training 
of personnel of media organizations 
were discussed. SAPM Raoof Hassan 
appreciated the cooperation of Japan with 
Pakistan in different fields especially in 
health, education, culture and tourism. 
Mutual cooperation and understanding 
between the media organizations of the 
two countries to promote culture of 
Japan and Pakistan was discussed. They 
also discussed the cooperation between 
state-owned media organizations of the 
two countries.  Ambassador Matsuda 
highlighted the importance of media 
and its deep effects on the society. 
SAPM Raoof Hassan cited that enormous 
opportunities existed for expanding 
mutual cooperation between the two 
countries in the fields of media, culture 
and tourism. Ambassador Matsuda made 
an offer to extend support to PTV and PBC 
for broadening and improving the quality 
of their programmes. Representatives of 
PTV and PBC explained to the Ambassador 
the areas where support and assistance 
was specifically solicited. Director General, 
Pakistan Broadcasting Cooperation and 
Director, Pakistan Television Corporation 
were also present in the meeting. There 
will be a follow-up meeting between 
representatives of the Ministry, PTV and 
PBC with the Embassy to take the matter 
further. VoM

MIRPUR    
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
has urged the world community including 
United Nations and OIC to play their role 
for a peaceful resolution of Kashmir dis-
pute. Addressing an international Seminar 
on Kashmir in Islamabad today, he also ap-
pealed to the Muslim countries to use their 
political influence and economic clout to 
prevent India from committing atrocities 
in illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
The Foreign Minister said the Kashmiris 
are continuously being subjected to a 
brutal military siege and inhuman re-
strictions. Deploring the state-sponsored 
terrorism and crimes against humanity 
by Indian occupation forces against the 
people of IIOJK, he urged world powers to 
pressurize India to adhere to its interna-
tional human rights obligations. Counting 
on Pakistan’s efforts to highlight the Kash-
mir issue at international level, he said 
through its successful foreign policy and 
narrative building efforts, Pakistan has 
successfully countered Indian narrative on 
terrorism and Kashmir. He said world is no 
longer buying Indian narrative on Kashmir 

blindly due to Pakistan’s efforts. In this re-
gard, he appealed the Pakistani expatriate 
community to play their role vibrantly to 
highlight Indian atrocities throughout 
the world. He also stressed on promot-
ing parliamentary diplomacy to highlight 
the Kashmir dispute. Reiterating Paki-
stan’s support, the Foreign Minister said 
Pakistan will never abandon the Kashmiri 
people and it will continue to support the 
just struggle of Kashmiri people for their 
right to self-determination Foreign Min-
ister Shah Mahmood Qureshi says India’s 
policies based on Hindutva ideology have 
threatened peace and stability of the en-
tire region. He was speaking at a consul-
tative meeting about regional security 
and Pakistan’s priorities in Islamabad on 
Wednesday. The Minister said Pakistan 
has presented undeniable and solid evi-
dence before the world through the dos-
sier about India’s sponsorship of terror-
ism inside Pakistan. He expressed deep 
concern over the continuity of brutalities 
by Indian occupation forces in Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJ&K) amid COVID-19. Shah Mehmood 

Qureshi said economic diplomacy is be-
ing pursued to promote investment in the 
country and reduce impact of COVID-19 
on economy. He said timely completion of 
the CPEC projects is our top priority. The 
Foreign Minister said peace and stability 
in Afghanistan is imperative for the en-
tire region. He said Pakistan will continue 
playing its reconciliatory role for peace in 
the region including Afghanistan. He was 
talking to Prime Minister’ Special Repre-
sentative for Religious Harmony Allama 
Tahir Ashrafi in Islamabad on Wednes-
day. During the meeting, issues of mutual 
interest, including religious harmony and 
unity among Muslims were discussed. The 
Foreign Minister said, expressing the sen-
timents of 1.8 billion Muslims, Pakistan 
presented a resolution at the 47th session 
of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers 
against the growing trend of Islamophobia, 
which was unanimously adopted. Maulana 
Tahir Ashrafi congratulated the Foreign 
Minister on his effective diplomatic efforts 
and effective expression of the sentiments 
of Muslims around the world regarding 
the growing trend of Islamophobia. VoM

FM urges global powers for peaceful solution to Kashmir 
               Indian Hindutva ideology have threatened peace and stability of the entire region

UNODC, Executive Director, urges global commitment against corruption

UK PM deems Post-Brexit trade talks stalled Cold War mentality toward China by escalating 
tensions, creating more problems for Biden

KSR launches Winter 
Relief package in Pakistan

COVID-19 vaccine to be avail-
able in country in first quarter 

of next year: Asad Umar
ISLAMABAD

Minister for Planning and Development Asad 
Umar has again appealed to people to strictly 
follow the standard operating procedures 
(SOPs) to contain spread of the second of CO-
VID-19. Talking to media after a review meet-
ing on COVID-19 situation, in Islamabad on 
Wednesday, he said Pakistan successfully over-
came the first wave of the pandemic, and it can 
again achieve the same success by adhering to 
the SOPs. The Minister said the government has 
made some important and difficult decisions 
to control the pandemic, which proved quite 
effective. He said the government will soon an-
nounce relief package for the sectors closed in 
the second wave of the pandemic. The Minister 
said Prime Minister Imran Khan will chair a 
meeting of National Coordination Committee 
on COVID-19 tomorrow to review the latest 
situation about Coronavirus in the country and 
take necessary decisions. He said the meeting 
will also be attended by the provincial chief 
ministers. The Minister regretted that people 
are not following the SOPs of Coronavirus as 
they did during the first wave. He said National 
Command and Operation Center has witnessed 
sixty deaths per day on average and four per-
cent increase in Corona patients during the 
last two months. Asad Umar paid tributes to 
the doctors and paramedics who are rendering 
their services to help people in the pandemic. 
Minister for Planning and Development Asad 
Umar says the numbers of COVID-19 patients 
are increasing day by day, as the second wave 
of the pandemic is more lethal as compared to 
first one.  Talking to a private news channel, he 
said everyone should adopt caring measures to 
control the contagion from spreading at large 
scale in the country. The Minister urged op-
position parties to take the virus as a serious 
threat and avoid holding public gatherings.He 
said the opposition parties are intentionally 
playing with lives of people and pushing them 
into danger by holding public gatherings. Asad 
Umar said the coronavirus vaccine would be 
available in the country in first quarter of next 
year and it would be provided to health work-
ers and old citizens on priority basis. VoM

Global Market

Stocks hover near flat, sterling up after recent weakness


