
True leaders take 
U-turns: PM Imran
Comprehensive plan on future course of action soon 

ISLAMABAD:

Prime Minister Imran Khan says the 
government will soon unveil a com-
prehensive programme before the 
nation showing its 100-day achieve-
ments for future course of action in 
education, health, poverty alleviation 
and other vital sectors.  

Talking to a delegation of column-
ists here he said the first hundred 
days report assumes a significant 
importance in any government as 
it informs the people about govern-
ment’s direction and future course 
of action. The Prime Minister said 
his government inherited a huge 
deficit of current and fiscal account 
and is endeavoring to overcome the 
financial crisis.

He said that the government 
decided to approach the friendly 
countries to deal with this situation 
and by the grace of Almighty Allah, 

it overcame this financial crunch 
and balance of payments issue. 
The Prime Minister said his visit to 
China was highly successful. He said 
we need permanent solution to 
strengthen the economy on sound 
footing. He said for this purpose, 
the government is focusing on four 
areas including enhancing exports, 
promoting investment, boosting 

remittances and curbing the money 
laundering.

Imran Khan said that currently 
remittances worth 15 to 20 billion 
dollars are being received through 
legal channels whereas almost 
same amount is being channelized 
through illegal means including 
Hawala and Hundi. He said that the 
expatriate Pakistanis are being facili-
tated to remit money through bank-
ing channels to enhance national 
revenues. The Prime Minister said 
Pakistan offers vast investment op-
portunities in diverse sectors and it 
will be government’s priority to seek 
transfer of technology in these areas.

The Prime Minister said at present 
money is being laundered abroad 
to the tune of 10 billion dollars and 
government is entering into agree-
ments with the foreign countries to 
check this menace. 

Saturday, November 17, 2018

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s /asian_telegraph

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/theasiantelegraph

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/company/theasiantelegraph

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

.theasiantelegraph.net    | 4 Pages

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Human rights must work 
to uplift human dignity

10b
dollars laundered abroad, government 
is entering into agreements with the 
foreign countries to check this menace, 
says PM imran

President of Philippines Rodrigo Duterte

Prime Minister Imran Khan meeting with a delegation of columnists at Prime Minister Office Islamabad on Friday. Photo: PID

ISPR lauds media role 
to respond challenges

RAWALPINDI

Director General Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) Major 
General Asif Ghafoor, Friday, high-
lighted the hybrid threat, its impli-
cations and response through lens 
of information operations. He also 
appreciated the role of Pakistani 
media as part of comprehensive 
national response to the challenges 
being confronted by Pakistan.

In an interaction with the visiting 
participants of Naval Staff College 
including student officers from 
friendly countries at ISPR,  he in-
teracted with the delegation on role 
of media in 5th generation warfare, 
the military’s media wing said on 
Friday.

In April, a group of students 
from Cornell University of the 
United States met Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa during their visit to Pakistan. 
General Qamar, while speaking to 
the students, shared his thoughts 

about Pakistan and its ongoing 
journey to enduring peace. He said 
that the youth had an important 
role to play in every field as they 
were the future leadership.

Referring to the vibrant youth of 
Pakistan, the army chief credited 
successes in war against terrorism 
to the bravery and motivation of 
the junior leadership besides their 
contributions to national progress 
on the whole as part of the nation.

Speed up South China Sea code of conduct formation: Pence
SINGAPORE

The US Vice President Mike Pence is 
urging the Association of Southeast 
Nations (ASEAN) to move forward 
with a code of conduct for the South 
China Sea. But as ASEAN states al-
ready know, a deal, which once ap-
peared on the verge of completion, 
now faces three gritty years of talks. 

In a comment Friday to Singapore 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, 
Pence said countries in the region 
“must be able to explore and develop 
their own resources and navigate 
their own waters. That, however, 
is hard to do because China has 
hemmed in four rival Southeast Asian 

claimants through its quick expansion 
of infrastructure, some for military 
use, on tiny man-made islets created 
by land reclamation. Finalizing a code 
is taking longer than once imagined 
too because of the sovereignty dis-
pute’s complexity.

China and Southeast Asian coun-
tries that dispute sovereignty over 
the resource-rich sea ended 2017 
confident that by this year they could 
pass the code, which would spell out 
ways of avoiding accidents. The code 
would reduce the odds of clashes, for 
example, Sino-Vietnamese deadly 
naval skirmishes in the South China 
Sea in 1974 and 1988. But early talks 

on the code between China and the 
10-member Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) have revealed 
sticky issues of sovereignty, fuel explo-
ration and dispute resolution, matters 
that can’t be resolved much sooner, 
analysts believe. Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang said Nov. 13 to expect results 
by 2021.

The sides are nowhere close to 
agreement on many points, and they 
haven’t even begun to discuss the 
most difficult issues like geographic 
scope, details on resource sharing 
or a dispute settlement mechanism, 
said Gregory Poling, director of the 
Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative 

under the US-based think tank Center 
for Strategic and International Studies.

China competes with Brunei, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan 
and Vietnam for sovereignty over the 
3.5 million-square-kilometer water-
way south of Hong Kong. China and 
Taiwan claim almost all of it. Millions 
of fishermen use the sea along with 
container ships and the coast guards 
of claimant countries. The United 
States encourages ASEAN to move for-
ward with a meaningful and binding 
code of conduct for the South China 
Sea, Pence said Friday.

Beijing and ASEAN agreed last year 
to start talks and in August this year 

approved a draft negotiating text. 
Over the three years of work envi-
sioned by the Chinese premier, China 
and ASEAN are expected to negoti-

ate intensely over how to settle any 
mishaps, either legally or politically. 
Oil and gas exploration in contested 
sea zones is supposed to be on the 
agenda, too.

In 2014, Vietnamese and Chinese 
vessels rammed each other after 
China allowed an oil rig to be po-
sitioned in a tract east of Vietnam. 
These sort of verging on issues of 
sovereignty would pop up, and when-
ever they pop up, negotiators would 
need to go back to their countries for 
consultations and so on and all this 
would take a lot of time, said Oh Ei 
Sun, international studies instructor 
at Singapore Nanyang University.

Oil rises on expected 
OPEC cuts

SINGAPORE

Oil prices rose on Friday amid 
expectations of supply cuts from 
OPEC, although record US pro-
duction dragged.  US West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude oil fu-
tures were at $56.84 per barrel 
at 0353 GMT, up 38 cents, or 0.7 
percent, from their last settlement.  

Brent crude oil futures were up 
48 cents, or 0.7 percent, at $67.10 
per barrel. Prices were mainly 
supported by expectations the 
Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) would 
start withholding supply soon, fear-
ing a renewed rout such as in 2014 
when prices crashed under the 
weight of oversupply.

OPEC’s de-facto leader Saudi 
Arabia wants the cartel and its 
allies to cut output by about 1.4 
million barrels per day (bpd), 
around 1.5 percent of global sup-
ply, sources told Reuters this week. 
However, Morgan Stanley warned a 
cut by the Middle East dominated 
producer group may not have the 

desired effect. The main oil price 
benchmarks Brent and WTI are 
both light-sweet crudes and re-
flect this glut, the US bank said. 
OPEC production cuts are usually 
implemented by removing medium 
and heavier barrels from the mar-
ket but that does not address the 
oversupply of light-sweet.

Due to the structural oversupply 
that has emerged in the market 
from record production by many 
countries, Morgan Stanley said that 
“OPEC cuts are inherently tempo-
rary (because) all they can do is 
shift production from one period 
to another. While OPEC considers 
withholding supply, US crude oil 
production reached another record 
last week, at 11.7 million bpd, ac-
cording to US Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) data pub-
lished on Thursday.

US output has surged by almost 
a quarter since the start of the 
year. The record output meant US 
crude oil stocks posted the biggest 
weekly build in nearly two years. 

High resolve to 
facilitate foreign 
investors: Asad
ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister, 
Asad Umar, Friday, said that the 
present government had a re-
solve to facilitate international 
investors in every possible man-
ner. He was talking to a delega-
tion of Pakistan Britain Business 
Council (PBBC) and its sister 
organization, Pakistan Scotland 
Business Council (PSBC) led 
by Julian Hamilton Barns and 
Rashid Iqbal here. The delega-
tion briefed the Minister about 
the Councils’ plans for invest-
ment and financing different 
projects in Pakistan including 
health, financial sector and 
other areas.
The delegation especially 
shared with the Minister the 
proposal regarding establish-
ment of a network of hospitals 
across Pakistan aimed at 
providing quality healthcare to 
the people. The Council could 
muster financial support from 
Pakistani diaspora, international 
financiers, philanthropists and 
other financing institutions 
towards this end, the delega-
tion said.
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Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Reform Makhdum Khusro Bakhtiar during his visit to World Bank country office at Islamabad on Friday. Photo: PID

Rs9.327m released 
under 2018-19 PSDP
Govt to introduce structural reforms: Khusro

ISLAMABAD

The federal government has re-
leased 9.327 million rupees for 
various projects of Petroleum 
division out of total allocation of 
463.17 million rupees under Public 
Sector Development Programme 
2018-19. 

According to data released by 
Ministry of Planning, Development 
and Reform, the government re-
leased an amount of 2.747 million 
rupees for the project appraisal of 
newly discovered coal resources of 
Badin Coal Field and its adjoining 
areas of Southern Sindh for which 
an amount of 14.61 million was al-
located under PSDP 2018-19.

Similarly an amount of 2.921 
million rupees for exploration and 

evaluation of metallic minerals in 
Uthal and Bela areas of district 
Lasbella of Balochistan have been 
released for which an amount of 
14.6 million rupees was released 
for current fiscal year. Moreover, 
for the project exploration and 
evaluation of coal in Nosham and 
Bahlol areas of Balochistan, an 
amount of 3.66 million out of total 
allocation of 18.3 million rupees 
has been released.

Meanwhile, Minister for Planning, 
Development and Reform Khusro 
Bakhtiar has said that government 
is committed to introduce struc-
tural reforms and devise sound 
economic policies to put economy 
on consistent growth trajectory. He 
said this during his visit to World 

Bank Country office in Islamabad 
today (Friday) where he was re-
ceived by the Country Director of 
the World Bank.

He said the present government 
is focused on improving the life 
of common man by formulating 
people-centric policies and imple-
menting welfare initiatives.  

He underlined that the incum-
bent government is taking steps 
to reinvigorate the agriculture sec-
tor as more than 65% population is 
dependent on agriculture. Khusro 
Bakhtiar emphasized that efforts 
will be made to boost agro-based 
economic activities to accelerate 
poverty alleviation.

 ‘Developing marketing platforms 
for convenience of the farmers 

where they could sell their prod-
ucts without any hassle is must to 
spur rural economy for the ben-
efit of small landholders’, said the 
Minister. 

The Minister stated that the gov-
ernment is also laying emphasis on 
quality human resource develop-
ment for the betterment of huge 
youth population who could then 
contribute effectively towards the 
country’s economy. 

Noting that Pakistan ranks high 
in terms of population growth in 
the region, the Minister directed 
concerned officials of the Ministry 
to prepare a strategy on population 
planning, increased gender partici-
pation and empowering women 
both economically and socially.

FM Qureshi in UAE to attend 
Middle East moot

ABU DHABI

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi on Friday arrived in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to at-
tend the 9th Sir Bani Yas Forum. 
The forum, organised by the UAE 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will be 
attended by foreign ministers of 
various countries. 

The changing environment of 
Middle East and efforts to bring 
peace in the region will be dis-
cussed at the forum, Foreign Office 
spokesperson Dr Muhammad 
Faisal tweeted. FM Qureshi will ap-
prise the participants on Pakistan’s 
position on Middle East, he added. 

The foreign minister during 

his two-day visit will meet his 
UAE counterpart as well as other 
officials

The forum, organized by the UAE 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will 
have wide participation from for-
eign ministers of various countries 
where issues related to Middle East 
will be discussed, Foreign Office 
Spokesman Dr Muhammad Faisal 
said in a tweet posted on his official 
twitter handle. 

The foreign minister is sched-
uled to meet the leaders of the 
host country and other partici-
pants during his visit that he un-
dertook to attend the 9th Sir Bani 
Yas Forum. 

PIA to restore 
Muscat, Sharjah 
flights
ISLAMABAD: The national 
flag carrier on Friday an-
nounced that it is restoring 
flights on Muscat and 
Sharjah routes from across 
the country, which remained 
suspended for more than a 
year. A statement issued by 
the Pakistan International 
Airlines (PIA). stated that 
PIA CEO Air Marshal Arshad 
Malik depicted his keenness 
to expand the business 
network and had advised 
the commercial department 
for manifesting an aggres-
sive strategy to enhance 
airline’s access in market and 
revenue.
According to the details pro-
vided by the PIA, the Lahore-
Muscat route will be restored 
from Saturday, November 17, 
operated by A320 aircraft. 
PIA will operate twice weekly 
flights on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

US to shift troops from Africa towards Russia, China
MOSCOW

The US military plans to cut troops 
from active counterterrorism opera-
tions in Africa over the next several 
years to support the Pentagon’s na-
tional defence strategy of counter-
ing threats from Russia and China. 
Earlier this year, the US military an-
nounced that countering China and 
Russia had become a priority, break-
ing from more than a decade and a 
half of focus on the fight against 
Islamist militants.

The reduction of military person-
nel is projected to be less than 10 
percent of the 7,200 total military 
forces and will take place over the 
next several years, said Pentagon 
spokeswoman Commander Candice 
Tresch, Russian media reported. 
Tresch said the cuts would leave 
counter-violent extremist organiza-
tion activities largely untouched in 
countries like Somalia, Djibouti and 
Libya, adding that in other parts of 
the region, the US’ emphasis would 
shift from tactical assistance to ad-
vising, assisting, liaising and sharing 
intelligence.

Earlier this week, former US of-
ficials released a report ordered by 
US Congress which stated that the 
military lacks sufficient resources 

to fund itself and meet the goals de-
clared by Defense Secretary James 
Mattis earlier this year, Reuters re-
ported. The reduction in troops in 

Africa could be related to these cost 
concerns.

A US official speaking on condition 
of anonymity told Reuters that the 
reduction of troops would likely take 
three years and could include coun-
tries like Kenya, Cameroon and Mali.

Both Russia and China have their 
own long-forged ties with African 
countries. During the Cold War, the 
Soviet Union provided humanitarian 
aid for many African countries. After 
the USSR collapsed, Russia tried to 
revive some of the old relations.

Since 2014, Russia has signed 19 
military cooperation deals with sub-
Saharan African nations, including 
Ethiopia, Nigeria and Zimbabwe, ac-
cording to information made public 
by Russia’s foreign and defence 
ministries. China also has major 
interests in Africa. In 2015, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping announced $60 
billion worth of assistance and loans 
for African countries to help with the 
development of the continent. In 
2017, the African nation of Djibouti 
became the host of Beijing’s first 
military base outside China.

Britain announces new 
ministers after resignations

LONDON

Steve Barclay has been appointed 
as the new Brexit Secretary, the UK 
government confirmed on Friday. 
The appointment came a day after 
Dominic Raab’s resignation from 
this post over the draft withdrawal 
agreement reached between the UK 
and the EU. Barclay, who is known 
with his views in favor of leaving 
the EU, has been a middle-rank 
health minister.

Former Home Secretary Amber 
Rudd has also been announced as 
a new Cabinet minister as she re-
placed Esther McVey, who also re-
signed on Thursday as Work and 
Pensions Secretary over the pro-
posed Brexit deal. Rudd, a staunch 

supporter of May, was previously 
in Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
Cabinet but she had to resign in 
April after failing to address her 
role in an immigration crisis known 
as the Windrush Scandal.

The two ministers had resigned, 
saying they could not support 
May’s Brexit deal, which the 
Cabinet approved with major-
ity vote on Wednesday. May on 
Thursday vowed to continue with 
her Brexit deal. Thanking Dominic 
Raab and Esther McVey, she said 
she was sorry to see her colleagues 
leaving the government.

Serving in high office is an honor 
and a privilege, but also a heavy 
responsibility, she said.

EU agri output 
reaches $490b in 
2017
BRUSSELS: European Union’s 
agricultural output rose 6.2 
percent to €432.6 billion 
($488.9 billion) in 2017, 
compared with the previous 
year, Eurostat announced on 
Friday. Last year, 56 percent 
-- €244.1 billion ($275.8 
billion) -- of the total output 
was generated through 
intermediate consumption, 
Eurostat said.  Gross value 
added was the equivalent 
of 44 percent or €188.5 bil-
lion ($213 billion), it added. 
Among member states, most 
agricultural output -- 17 
percent -- was generated by 
France -- €72.6 billion ($82 
billion) in the year.  Germany, 
Italy, Spain, and the U.K. 
followed France at €56.2 
billion ($63.5 billion), €55.1 
billion ($62.3 billion), €50.6 
billion ($57.2 billion) and 
€31.8 billion ($35.9 billion), 
respectively. 



The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) con-
cluded its 33rd annual summit 
with the commitment of insist-

ing on its plan to form an economically 
integrated community. After a decade, the 
symbolic gavel of the ASEAN chairmanship 
has been turned over again to Thailand 
from Singapore.

After the handover of chairmanship, 
Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha 
thanked and congratulated his Singapore 
counterpart Lee Hsien Loong on “efficiently 
driving forward a resilient and innovative 
ASEAN community” and promised that 
Thailand will continue the good work. 
Thailand last held the post in 2009 after 
taking over from Singapore.

While speaking on the occasion Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong said, we must 
stay on the course of economic integration 
and pool our talents and resources to 
improve our peoples’ lives, he said. And 

despite our individual national interests, 
we must continue to think regionally and 
invest political capital in the ASEAN project. 
In his speech, Mr Lee also thanked ASEAN 
members and external partners for their 
“strong support” in making the vision of a 
resilient and innovative ASEAN possible. 

ASEAN has also redoubled its economic 
integration efforts, and demonstrated 
clearly its commitment to uphold a 
free, open and rules-based multilateral 
order, said Mr Lee. For example, member 
states signed the ASEAN Agreement on 
E-Commerce and introduced the ASEAN-
wide Self Certification scheme to facilitate 
cross-border online transactions.

During this 33rd annual summit, held in 
Singapore, the 10 member states of ASEAN 
debated ressing issues for the bloc, as the 
search for a solution to the crisis of the 
Rohingya Muslim minority of Myanmar, 
and the group’s response to the commercial 
dispute between Beijing and Washington. 
They also urged to accelerate negotiations 
to conclude the Regional Economic Integral 
Association (RCEP) and the preparation of 
the first draft of the Code of Conduct in the 
South China Sea.

As the incoming chair, Thailand has 

much on its plate as it walks a tightrope to 
maintain a balance between regional and 
international concerns and competing 
interests. The Buddhist-majority country 
will still have to deal with Myanmar over 
the Rohingya crisis, which has seen more 
than 700,000 ethnic minority Muslims 
escape their Rakhine State to Bangladesh 
over violence and military crackdown. With 
the ongoing trade war between the US and 
China, Thailand also faces the mammoth 
task of getting leaders to commit to free 
trade and open markets.

It is expected to help push forward 
the proposed Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP), an ambitious 
trade pact involving Asean and six of its key 
trading partners such as China, India and 
Japan. This week, leaders agreed to conclude 
next year the negotiations of what would be 
the world’s biggest trade pact, covering half 
of the global population. Other challenges 
include managing differences and working 
together to avoid confrontation and clashes 
in the disputed South China Sea.

Th.e Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange 
int’l Magazine’,  The Asian Telegraph’ & 
Project Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree 
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LONDON: Singer Cheryl has shared a behind the 
scene photo from her music video after claiming her 
face has changed completely since having son Bear. 
She has made a musical comeback with her first 
new single in four years, and now she has delighted 
fans with a behind the scenes glimpse of her filming 
the music video for her new track “Love Made Me 
Do It”. The former “Girls Aloud” star, 35, shared the 
photograph with her 3.7 million Instagram followers 
as she sizzled in a billowing black gown, teamed with 
plaited hairstyle. Looking directly at the camera, the 
songstress gives a pout while holding onto the edges 
of her frock.

With her dark brunette locks slicked partly up 
in a bold style and the rest put in petite ponytails, 
the former “X Factor” judge opted for a bronzed 
make-up look to accentuate her features. Last week, 
Cheryl baffled fans after debuting a dramatically 
different appearance, as she admitted her face has 
“completely changed” since giving birth to her son 
Bear, 19 months ago. “My whole body, even my face, 
everything’s changed since Bear was born,” she said. 
However, she said she doesn’t mind that her son, who 
she shares with Liam Payne, 25, caused her look to 
change because she feels better now.

Ariana Grande gets a shoulder-length haircut
Life Style

NEW YORK: Ariana Grande has bid farewell to her 
long brunette hair. Perhaps taking her own iconic song 
to heart, the pop star shared a selfie that showed her 
with shorter hair. Ariana revealed the new shoulder-
length haircut to fans on social media, sharing a selfie 
that had her wearing a bunny face filter. She captioned 
the image with no acknowledgment of the unexpected 
cut, only writing, this filter took my eyebrows away but i 
promise they’re there. For the photograph, Ariana tucked 
one section of her freshly cut hair behind her hair. It’s 
hard to tell based on the filter, but it appears as though 
the style features a side part. Fans are naturally shocked 
by the major change, writing, the ponytail. While the cut 
might come as a surprise to fans (and everyone), Ariana 
hasn’t been shy about changing up her hair in the post-
Sweetener era. She was previously spotted with her hair 
down and she later tried out space buns with scrunches. 
Just last week, she was on Instagram wearing a platinum 
blonde wig. The pop star hasn’t divulged what inspired 
the change, but she did say that the ponytail can be a 
headache. Her once signature style may have inspired 
Australia extension sales.

MONITORING DESK

Spring Trade Festival in 
Islamabad

A Spring Festival in Islamabad to provide a better platform for promotion 
of business activities is on cards. The event is likely to be organized 
jointly by representative trade body and Trade Development Authority 
of Pakistan (TDAP). In this connection, both the organizing bodies have 

started discussions to finalize the arrangements to make the event into a success. 
Both have discussed to cooperate with each other in various trade promotion 

activities and reaffirmed to develop strong coordination between public and 
private sectors in pursuits aimed at improving the country’s economy. 

The local industry will have to face stiff competition from Chinese counterparts 
in coming days therefore the government must cooperate in balancing, 
modernization and rehabilitation of industrial sector so that it could produce value 
added products and contribute more effectively in promoting exports. 

Local industry including steel sector has to pay overall 40 percent duty and taxes 
on the import of machinery and emphasized that the government should reduce 
import duties to facilitate the up gradation of local industry. The sustainable 
economic policies are the key requirement to promote business activities 
therefore the government must formulate a National Business Policy to facilitate 
the better growth of business activities. 

TDAP has been cooperating with private sector in promoting business activities 
and hoped that the Spring Festival in Islamabad would provide a good opportunity 
to local traders and industrialists to enhance business prospects. Therefore the 
traders’ representative must send exclusive trade delegations to foreign countries 
for exploring new avenues of promoting Pakistan’s trade and exports and assured 
that TDAP would provide support in sending such delegations. 

assembled in space– A testament to the teamwork and 
cultural coordination that  has lead to the largest and 
most complex spacecraft ever assembled. The unique 
scientific platform that enables researchers from all 
over the world to put their talents to work on innovative 
experiments that could not be done anywhere else. 
Although each space station partner has distinct 
agency goals for station research, each partner shares 
a unified goal to extend the resulting knowledge for the 
betterment of humanity.

The ISS celebrates 20 years in space

CALIFORNIA: November 20th will mark the twentieth 
anniversary of the beginning one of the most amazing 
and significant scientific achievements of our time, the 
International Space Station. The first module of the ISS 
launched into orbit was the Russian-built Zarya module. 
Two weeks later Zarya would be mated to the first US 
piece of the complex, Unity.

Over the next two decades the ISS was built much 
like a Lego set. Piece by piece, additions built in various 
countries around the world, were launched into and 

Tech

AGENCIES

may help prevent the symptoms of RLS occurring. 
This could be achieved by new drugs that block the 
ion channels that are essential for the communication 
between nerve cells.

The research conducted by the University of 
Gottingen in conjunction with the University of 
Sydney and Vanderbilt University involved measuring 
the nerve excitability of motor nerve cells of patients 
suffering with RLS and healthy subjects. The next step 
is to investigate the effect of different medications in 
patients and the effect on RLS.

Cheryl shares behind the scenes glimpse of her music video
Showbiz

Breakthrough in restless legs syndrome treatment
Health

NEWS DESK

NEW YORK: New research published 
has  presented a breakthrough in the 
treatment of Restless Legs Syndrome 
(RLS).  RLS is a common condition 
of the nervous system that causes an 
overwhelming irresistible urge to move 
the legs. Patients complain of unpleasant 
symptoms such as tingling, burning and 
painful cramping sensations in the leg. 
More than 80% of people with RLS 
experience their legs jerking or twitching 
uncontrollably, usually at night.

Until now it was thought that RLS is 
caused by genetic, metabolic and central 
nervous system mechanisms. For the first time the 
researchers show that, in fact, it is not only the central 
nervous system but also the nerve cells targeting the 
muscles themselves that are responsible. This new 
research indicates that the involuntary leg movements 
in RLS are caused by increased excitability of the nerve 
cells that supply the muscles in the leg, which results 
in an increased number of signals being sent between 
nerve cells.

Targeting the way messages are sent between nerve 
cells to reduce the number of messages to normal levels 

Life & Style

Saima Zaman



same month last year. On a yearly 
basis, the turnover increased by 
49.4 percent in industry, 3.5 
percent in construction, 26.2 
percent in trade, and 37.1 percent 
in the services sector.  According to 
TurkStat’s definition, turnover is 
an important short-term indicator 
used to assess the country’s 
economic situation.

Turnover indices are calculated to 
follow the changes of this concept, 
which is composed of the sales of 
goods.

KARACHI: The KSE-100 index 
extended its bullish streak on Friday and 
ended higher by 232 points following a 
volatile session. However, many investors 
chose to stand on the sidelines because 
of the absence of positive triggers.  
Earlier, trading began on a positive note 
but uncertainty soon took over, erasing 
early gains and resulted in the index 
oscillating between positive and negative 
territories. Surviving the volatility, the 
index managed to climb in the first half 
before some selling removed a few index 
points in the second half. At the end of 
trading, the benchmark KSE 100-share 
Index recorded an increase of 232.12 
points or 0.56% to settle at 41,660.75.

Overall, trading volumes decreased 

to 201.5 million shares compared 
with Thursday’s tally of 254.9 million. 
The value of shares traded during the 
day was Rs10.4 billion. Shares of 371 
companies were traded. At the end of 
the day, 173 stocks closed higher, 177 
declined and 21 remained unchanged. 

Lotte Chemical XD was the volume 
leader with 19.3 million shares, gaining 
Rs0.14 to close at Rs19.95.

It was followed by Pakistan 
International Bulk Terminal with 13.7 
million shares, gaining Rs0.06 to close 
at Rs12.75 and Siddiqsons Tin Plate 

with 13.5 million shares, losing Rs0.02 
to close at Rs20.22. Foreign institutional 
investors were net sellers of Rs1.4 billion 
worth of shares during the trading 
session, according to data compiled 
by the National Clearing Company of 
Pakistan.

The stock market had a positive session 
throughout the day, without the hint of 
a red sign. It opened up 107 points with 
activity in bank and cement stocks. 
Lucky Cement and United Bank, despite 
being downgraded in the MSCI review, 
remained the favourites of investors. A 
notice to the exchange clarified that the 
major investor in Lucky Cement was 
Providus, which claimed 1 million shares 
post-MSCI exit.

BEIJING: China will cut the retail 
prices of gasoline and diesel starting 
from today (Saturday), the largest drop 
in nearly four years, the country’s top 
economic planner said Friday. Based 

on changes in international 
oil prices, the retail prices 
of gasoline and diesel will 
be cut by 510 yuan (about 
73.5 U.S. dollars) and 490 
yuan per tonne, respectively, 
according to the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission (NDRC).

Under the current pricing 
mechanism, if international 
crude oil prices change 

by more than 50 yuan per tonne and 
remain at that level for 10 working 
days, the prices of refined oil products 
such as gasoline and diesel in China will 
be adjusted accordingly. International 

oil prices have fallen due to factors 
including increased production from 
Saudi Arabia, higher than expected 
growth of U.S. stockpile, eased U.S. 
sanctions against Iran, and expectations 
of falling demand, according to the NDRC 
price monitoring center.

The NDRC has asked major Chinese 
oil companies, including China National 
Petroleum, China Petrochemical and 
China National Offshore Oil, to ensure a 
stable supply and implement the pricing 
policy. The economic planner said it 
would closely monitor the effects of the 
current pricing mechanism and make 
improvements in response to global 
fluctuations.

BRUSSELS: The EU saw an annual 
hike of 2.2 percent in consumer prices 
in October, according to the EU’s 
statistical office on Friday.  Eurostat 
said the 28-member bloc’s annual 
inflation rate went up 0.1 percentage 
points last month, compared to 2.1 
percent in September. Official figures 

showed that the EU’s annual inflation 
was 1.7 percent a year earlier. The 
lowest annual rates were registered in 
Denmark [0.7 percent], Portugal [0.8 
percent] and Ireland [1.1 percent], 
Eurostat said.

The statistical office also reported that 
the highest annual rates were recorded 
in Estonia and Romania with 4.5 
percent and 4.2 percent, respectively.

Last month, annual inflation rose in 
14 member countries and fell in eight, 
compared with September. Over the 
last decade, the highest annual inflation 
rate in the EU was seen in July 2008, at 
4.4 percent. The lowest was in January 
2015, at minus 0.5 percent, when prices 
were in fact dropping.

DUBAI: Tommy Fleetwood moved into contention to 
retain his Race to Dubai title with a five-under second-
round 67 at the DP World Tour Championship. The 
Englishman, 27, who sits joint sixth in the standings, 
must win this weekend to overtake Race to Dubai leader 
Francesco Molinari The Open champion dropped down 
the field to 27th after a one-over 73 at Jumeirah Golf 
Estates here. It’s still a very difficult task to win the Race 
to Dubai, Fleetwood said. I’ve had chances and missed 
them so am still trying to knock on that door and win a 
tournament, the same as everybody is. There’s so many 
different things going on, but the situation is pretty 
black and white. Just keep going and put everything 
into it for another two days.

KSE-100 continues to gain, climbs 232 points
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ISTANBUL: The 17th Independent Industrialists’ and 
Businessmen’s Association’s (MUSIAD) EXPO will bring 
together business people from different countries in 
Istanbul next week. The four-day expo, which starts on 
Wednesday, will be attended by company representatives, 
business people, academics, journalists, non-governmental 
organizations and politicians. The event, under the auspices 
of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, will host over 8,000 
B2B meetings, around 400 procurement committees and 

ministers from 30 countries. Within the scope of the expo, the International Business Forum’s (IBF) 22nd Annual 
Congress, high technology and defense industry event “the High-Tech Port” and International Young Businessmen 
Congress (UGIK) will be organized. The IBF’s one-day congress, scheduled to be held on Tuesday, will focus on 
“Pluralism and Fairness in the World Economy System.” Last year, the expo was attended by over 7,000 participants 
from 124 countries. The event will be held in Istanbul CNR Expo Center.

MUSIAD EXPO to gather businessmen in Istanbul 

LONDON: German Alexander Zverev clinched his 
place in the ATP Finals semi-finals with a straight-
set win which eliminated his American opponent 
John Isner from the season-ending event. Both men 
dominated their service games, but Zverev nicked the 
first-set tie-break before breaking at the end of the 
second to win 7-6 (7-5) 6-3 in London.

Third seed Zverev will play Roger Federer in the semi-
finals today (Saturday). Zverev’s win means Novak 
Djokovic is through as group winner. The Serb world 
number one, who meets Marin Cilic in his final match 
on Friday, will play South Africa’s Kevin Anderson in the 
last four later on today.

LONDON: Jody Cundy on his way to gold in 
the men’s 1km time Trial C4-5 final at the 2016 
Paralympics in Rio. Nine Paralympics gold 
medalists will represent Great Britain in the C1 
Para-cycling event at the UCI Track Cycling World 
Cup here.

For the first time in a world cup squad both nine-
time Paralympic champion Dame Sarah Storey and 
quadruple gold medallist Jody Cundy are included. 
The competition takes place at Lee Valley Velopark 
from December 14-16. Performance director 
Stephen Park said: the squad looks strong, with 
some real medal prospects across the events.

NEWS DESK NEWS DESK

3Saturday, November, 17, 2018
(http://www.theasiantelegraph.net)

Sports

ANKARA: Turkey’s economy 
saw an annual hike of 32.3 percent 
in total turnover in September, 
according to the country’s 
statistical authority on Friday.  

TurkStat said the calendar adjusted 
total turnover index -- including 
industry, construction, trade and 
services sectors -- was 200.1 in 
September, versus 151.2 in the 

Turkish economic turnover up 32.3 pct in Sept

Benchmark index increases 0.56% to settle at 41,660.75
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