
Cabinet approves 193 
SOEs’ rehab
PM will unveil 100 days’ achievements of govt on Nov 29: Fawad

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan will brief 
about the achievements of govern-
ment in various sectors during the 
first hundred days on 29th of this 
month. This was stated by Minister 
of Information and Broadcasting 
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain while giv-
ing a briefing on cabinet decisions in 
Islamabad this evening.  He said the 
landmark achievements in education, 
health, environment, management and 
other sectors during the three months 
are a record in history of the country.

Information Minister said the cabinet 
dilated upon the issue of tenure safety 
of senior bureaucrats in detail. A sug-
gestion has been made that federal 
secretaries should be provisionally 
appointed for a period of six months 
at a ministry and after successful com-
pletion of that period, their appoint-
ment will be extended for two and half 
year. During this period they will not 

be transferred or removed from their 
positions.

He said Prime Minister Imran Khan 
firmly believes that bureaucracy 
should be free from any political in-
terference. The Minister said the ap-
pointment of bureaucrats should be 
linked with their performance and 
not political connections. He said the 
cabinet has decided to form a cabinet 
committee headed by Shehzad Arbab, 
to look into the affairs of tenures of bu-
reaucrats and present its suggestions 
to the cabinet.

Other members of the Committee 
will be Defense Minister Pervez 
Khattak, Railways Minister Shaikh 
Rasheed Ahmad, and Prime Minister’s 
Advisor on Institutional Reforms Dr. 
Ishrat Hussain. The Minister said 
the cabinet took decision about the 
rehabilitation of 193 state-owned 
enterprises by deciding to incorpo-
rate Sarmaya Pakistan Company. 
Prime Minister will head the Board of 
Governors of this company while three 
ministers will be its members.

Top professionals from various fields 

will be hired to become part of Board 
of Governors.

It will look into the affairs of all State 
Owned Enterprises and will give sug-
gestions to cabinet for running these 
on professional lines.  Chaudhary 
Fawad Hussain said the cabinet also 
discussed the case of Afsheen Baksh, 
a Danish woman of Pakistani descent, 
whose two daughters were forcibly 
brought to Pakistan against the ruling 
of a Danish court. It has been decided 
that a barrister will do preliminary 
inquiry and then final decision will be 
made regarding the minor girls’ stay in 
Pakistan or repatriation to Denmark, 
as we respect the decisions of foreign 
courts.

The Minister said the cabinet also 
decided that all Pakistani prisoners 
incarcerated abroad will be given 
legal assistance as looking after 
their interests is responsibility of the 
government. 
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A robust economy is a 
source of national strength 
for Japan

50,000 
tons urea will import to meet its shortfall

Asian Telegraph

Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs meeting of the Federal Cabinet at PM Office Islamabad on Thursday. Photo: PID

Britain to leave EU on March 29: UK Premier Theresa May
LONDON

British Prime Minister Theresa May 
has said that Britain to Leave EU on 
March 29, 2019. She held a press con-
ference in London, after two difficult 
days of negotiations with her senior 
ministers on November 14 and a 
long parliament session on Thursday, 
where she has mulled the opposition 
to her Brexit draft deal.

Uk Prime Minister Theresa May 
started her speech with honouring 
the referendum and stressing that 
Brexit delivers on priorities of the 
British people. She asked lawmakers 
who reached a different conclusion 
on the deal not to judge it harshly. 
May assured that she understanded 
that some are unhappy about the 
Brexit compromises, but underlined 
that she believed “with every fiber of 
my being” that her Brexit plan is right.

Am I going to see this through? Yes,” 
May said. I am going to my job of get-
ting the best deal for Britain and I’m 
going to my job of getting a deal that 
is in the national interest.”

“I believe with every fibre of my 

being that the course I have set out 
is the right one for our country and 
all our people, May said. The Prime 
Minister reiterated her stance, voiced 
earlier in the House of Commons, 
saying that rejecting her Brexit deal 

would set the UK on the path of deep 
and grave uncertainty.

If we do not move forward with that 
agreement, nobody can know for sure 
the consequences that will follow. It 
would be to take a path of deep and 

grave uncertainty, when the British 
people just want us to get on with it, 
May said. May noted that nobody has 
produced any alternative proposal for 
Brexit. However, she stated that the 
deal would secure a great future for 

Britain.
Nobody has produced any alterna-

tive proposal, May told reporters at 
a news conference, adding that re-
pudiating a backstop would kill any 
chance of a deal with the EU.

Agreement triggers resignations
LONDON: Four British Cabinet ministers, including Brexit Secretary Dominic Raab, 
resigned Thursday in opposition to the divorce deal struck by Prime Minister 
Theresa May with the EU — a major blow to her authority and her ability to get 
the deal through Parliament. The resignations, less than a day after the Cabinet 
collectively backed the draft divorce agreement, weakens May and is likely to 
embolden her rivals within her Conservative Party. A leadership challenge is being 
openly discussed. I cannot in good conscience support the terms proposed for our 
deal with the EU, Raab said in a letter to the prime minister. I cannot reconcile the 
terms of the proposed deal with the promises we made. Raab is the second Brexit 
Secretary that May has lost — David Davis, who like Raab backed Brexit in the UK’s 
June 2016 EU membership referendum, quit in July of this year. Work and Pensions 
Secretary Esther McVey followed Raab out the door. 

EU to finalize agreement on Nov 25
BRUSSELS/LONDON: European Union leaders will meet on November 25 to 
endorse a Brexit divorce deal but British Prime Minister Theresa May was mauled 
by opponents, allies and mutinous members of her party who warned the agree-
ment could sink her premiership. May won the backing of her senior ministers after 
a five-hour meeting on Wednesday though she now faces the much more perilous 
struggle of getting parliament, which has the final say, to approve the agreement. It is 
unclear when that vote might happen. If nothing extraordinary happens, we will hold 
a European Council meeting in order to finalize and formalize the Brexit agreement, 
European Council President Donald Tusk said after meeting EU chief Brexit negotiator 
Michel Barnier. More than two years after the United Kingdom voted in a referendum 
to leave the EU, May said the deal was the best the world’s fifth-largest economy could 
hope for and that the other options were leaving with no deal or thwarting Brexit.

COAS lauds corps’ role in 
peacetime, operations

NOWSHERA

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa Thursday vis-
ited Army Service Corps Centre in 
Nowshera, according to the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR).  

Maj General Mushtaq Ahmed 
Faisal was installed as colonel 
commandant of Army Service 
Corps, the ISPR said in a state-

ment.  Large number of serving 
and retired officers attended the 
ceremony. Upon arrival, the COAS 
laid a floral wreath on martyrs’ 
monument. 

Speaking to officers and guests, 
Gen Bajwa appreciated contribu-
tions of the corps both during 
peacetime and operations by pro-
viding logistics support.

COAS pins badges of colonel commandant of the corps on Maj Gen 
Mushtaq Ahmed Faisal. Photo: ISPR

IMF briefed on power 
sector’s performance

ISLAMABAD

An International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) delegation which is currently 
in Pakistan for talks to finalise a bail-
out package toured the headquarters 
of National Electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (NEPRA) on Thursday.

The IMF delegation led by Herald 
Finger is currently meeting NEPRA 
Chairman Tariq Saddozai, according 
to sources. The members of the in-
ternational lender are being briefed 
on the performance of the country’s 
power sector, including power gen-
eration, transmission and distribu-
tion, during the meeting, sources 
added. Heads of the various depart-
ments of NEPRA are also attending 

the meeting. 
The IMF delegation reached 

Pakistan on November 6 and techni-
cal talks were held between the coun-
try and the international lender from 
November 7-9. During the technical 
talks, data pertaining to performance 
of various sectors was presented. 
Policy-level talks are under way be-
tween the two and will continue till 
November 20. Pakistan is expected to 
seek $6 billion from the international 
lender.

Finance Minister Asad Umar on 
Wednesday said the government was 
going to avail the 19th programme 
from IMF and it will be its last. We are 
going to take 19th IMF programme. 

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
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SP Tahir Dawar’s Murder

PM Imran orders 
immediate inquiry

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Thursday said he has ordered 
an immediate inquiry into “the 
shocking tragedy of the murder” of 
Superintendent Police (SP) Tahir 
Khan Dawar, who had gone miss-
ing from Islamabad late last month.

Have followed the shocking trag-
edy of the murder of SP Tahir Khan 
Dawar and ordered KP govt to co-
ordinate with Islamabad police in 
holding an inquiry immediately, 
the premier tweeted. Minister of 
State for Interior Shahryar Afridi 
has been tasked to oversee it with 
an urgency and present the report 
to me, he added.

Funeral prayers for martyred 
Superintendent Police (SP) Tahir 
Dawar were offered at Police Lines 
in Peshawar on Thursday, with 
senior civilian, military and police 
officials in presence.

The funeral prayers were at-
tended by KP Governor Shah 
Farman, Chief Minister Mehmood 
Khan, Corps Commander Lt Gen 
Shaheen Mazhar, State Minister 
for Interior Shehryar Afridi and 
Chief Secretary Naveed Kamran 
Baloch. IG KP Salahuddin Mehsud, 

Shehram Tarakai and KP govern-
ment spokesman Ajmal Wazir, 
relatives of the martyred police of-
ficer and a large number of other 
people.

Earlier, Foreign Office Spokesman 
Dr Faisal soon after the funeral 
prayers tweeted that Pakistan has 
expressed concern over inordinate 
delay in handing over remains of 
SP Dawar and “the fact that the 
handing over was linked to insist-

ence on non-diplomatic proce-
dures and non-official individuals 
resulting in avoidable pain” to the 
officer’s family.

Diplomatic and humanitarian 
norms need to be observed, espe-
cially in such circumstances, the 
foreign office said. The FO earlier 
today confirmed the body was 
brought back to the country by an 
official delegation who had gone to 
Afghanistan.

Chairperson BISP dr Sania Nishtar and Secretary BISP Omar Hamid Kha meeting  with IMF delegation led by Advisor and team leader Harald Finger at BISP 
Secretariat, Islamabad. Photo: PID

Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Shah Farman laying wreath on the coffin of 
the martyred SP Tahir Dawar in Malak Saad Shaheed Police Lines Peshawar 
on Thursday. Photo: PID

Murder in 
Afghanistan 
raises several 
questions: DG 
ISPR
RAWALPINDI: Director General 
Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) Major General Asif 
Ghafoor said the brutal murder 
of Superintendent Police (SP) 
Tahir Dawar in Afghanistan 
was high condemnable. In a 
series of tweets, DG ISPR said 
SP Tahir Dawar’s abduction, 
move to Afghanistan and 
follow up behaviour by Afghan 
authorities raised questions 
which indicated the involve-
ment or resources more than 
that of a terrorist organisation 
in Afghanistan. Brutal murder 
of SP Tahir in Afg is highly 
condemnable. We have lost a 
brave police officer. His abduc-
tion, move to Afghanistan, 
murder and follow up behav-
iour of Afghan authorities 
raise questions which indicate 
involvement or resources more 
than a terrorist organisation in 
Afghanistan.
The military spokesman reiter-
ated that while investigations 
by Pakistani authorities were in 
process, Afghan security forces 
should cooperate in border fenc-
ing and bilateral border security 
coordination to deny the use of 
Afghan territory against Pakistan. 

PM’s visit to Malaysia

Willing to strengthen 
ties with Malaysia: FM
PM’s visit to cement 
bilateral ties: FO

ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi has expressed the de-
sire to further strengthen re-
lations with Malaysia in the 
political and economic spheres.  
He was talking to Malaysian 
High Commissioner to Pakistan 
Ikram Bin Mohammad Ibrahim 
who called on him Islamabad on 
Thursday. 

The Foreign Minister pointed 
out Pakistan and Malaysia enjoy 
close and cordial relations which 
are deep rooted in common be-
lief, heritage and history. The two 
sides discussed measures to fur-
ther enhance trade, investment, 
and people to people contacts. 
They also discussed in detail 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s up-
coming visit to Malaysia

Prime Minister Imran Khan will 

pay an official visit to Malaysia on 
November 20-21, 2018, accom-
panied by a high-level delegation, 
the Pakistan Foreign Office said in 
a press release on Thursday.

This would be the first state 
visit by any foreign leader since 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad assumed 
office as the prime minister of 
Malaysia in May 2018. It would 
also be Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s first bilateral visit to 
Malaysia. The two prime minis-
ters will have a tête-à-tête, fol-
lowed by delegation-level talks.

Pakistan and Malaysia enjoy 
warm brotherly relations founded 
in mutual respect, friendship and 
understanding, reinforced by 
strong cultural and religious af-
finities. The visit would provide 
an opportunity to further cement 
the existing friendly and cordial 
bilateral relations by enhancing 
economic, trade and commercial 
ties, for our mutual benefit, the 
press release added.

US-Russia space ties 
stronger than ever: NASA

WASHINGTON

The relationship between Russia 
and the United States in the arena 
of space remains as strong as it 
has ever been despite occasional 
disputes, National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA) 
Director Jim Bridenstine said in an 
address at the Canadian Aerospace 
Summit. 

Sometimes terrestrially Russia and 
the United States don’t get along so 
well, Bridenstine said on Wednesday. 
We have all kinds of terrestrial dis-
putes, but when it comes to space 
exploration, when it comes to dis-
covery, when it comes to science 
and the development of space, the 
relationship between Roscosmos 

and NASA is as strong as it has ever 
been. Bridenstine said NASA wants 
to keep that relationship with 
Roscosmos strong.

On December 3, NASA said it 
plans to launch in collaboration 
with Roscosmos a new mission 
to the International Space Station 
(ISS) on the Russian Soyuz rocket, 
Bridenstine said. International 
partnerships are very important in 
fulfilling space missions such as the 
one to the ISS, Bridenstine added. 
Astronaut training for the ISS has 
already begun, media outlets re-
ported earlier in the day. Russia’s 
Oleg Kononeko, Canada’s David 
Saint-Jacques and US’ Anne McClain 
are all part of the training.

PTI’s Waleed, 
Seemi win Senate 
by-election

LAHORE: Both Senate seats from 
Punjab on which by-election were 
held Thursday were won by PTI. 
Waleed Iqbal won on a general 
seat and Seemi Aizdi emerged 
winner on a reserved seat for 
women, following the vote count 
after 5pm. The seats fell vacant 
after the de-notification of PML-N 
members, Saadia Abbasi, the 
sister of former prime minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, and 
Haroon Akhtar, as members of 
the Parliament for possessing 
dual nationality.

Avoid cliff-edged Brexit: IMF to UK, EU
WASHINGTON

The International Monetary 
Fund is reiterating the need for 
both the UK and the EU to reach 
a Brexit deal that includes an im-
plementation period in order to 
prevent a “cliff-edge” and allow 
for a period of adjustment, IMF 
Communications Department 
Director Gerry Rice said in a press 
briefing on Thursday.

[A]gain as we’ve said before is 
clearly for the UK and the EU to 
determine, so again we encour-
age both parties to continue 
their efforts to reach timely 
agreement accompanied by an 
implementation period to avoid 

a cliff-edge and to allow firms 
and workers sufficient time to 
adjust to the new relationship, 
Rice told reporters. Rice went 
on saying that the Brexit nego-
tiation process was developing  
and fluid, but that the IMF would 
like to see progress in those 
discussions.

Following more than a year of 
tough talks on Brexit conditions, 
London and Brussels have fi-
nally produced a draft agreement 
on the conditions of the British 
divorce from the bloc. Late on 
Wednesday, EU chief Brexit nego-
tiator Michel Barnier revealed the 
contents of the provisional deal, 

which included agreements on 
citizens’ rights, London’s financial 
settlement, future trade relations, 
transitional period in the London-
Brussels relations and the Irish 
border issue.

Earlier on Thursday, a British 
lawmaker speaking on behalf of 
50 members of the ruling Tory 
party, which favours a harder 
Brexit, requested a no-confidence 
vote in Prime Minister Theresa 
May. 

Jacob Rees-Mogg called the draft 
withdrawal agreement worse than 
anticipated” and said it failed to 
meet the promises give to the na-
tion by the Prime Minister.

Security forces recover 5 
abducted Iranian guards

ISLAMABAD

Pakistani security forces on 
Thursday safely recovered five of 
the 12 Iranian border guards who 
were abducted by militants last 
month from Lulakdan area near 
the Pak-Iran border. The Foreign 
Office has said that the recovered 
security personnel are in good 
health and being handed over to 
the Iranian authorities.

Iranian semi-official news 
agency,  quoting Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard Chief 
General Mohammad Ali Jafari, 

also confirmed the develop-
ment, saying five border guards 
abducted have been released. 
Concerted efforts under the vigi-
lance of the military leadership 
are on, to recover the remaining 
abductees, quoted the Foreign 
Office as saying.

About twelve Iranian guards 
were kidnapped by militants from 
a post in Mirjaveh region close to 
the border. Jaish al-Adl, a terrorist 
group operating in the region, had 
claimed responsibility of their 
kidnapping. 



China and ASEAN are looking for-
ward to enhance trade relations 
as both sides are celebrating 
their 15th anniversary of strate-

gic partnership. Prime Minister of China Li 
Keqiang is on his official visit to Singapore 
these days to attend 33rd association of 
southern Asian Nations (ASEAN) summit 
and related meetings as part of his visit. In 
a press conference last week spokesman 
of foreign ministry of china Hua Chunying 
has announced that PM Li Keqiang will meet 
PM of Singapore as well as the president 
Halimah yacob.

After negotiations regarding FTA 
agreement which were launched at the end 
of Chinese President Xi Jinping’s first state 
visit to Singapore in 2015, it was perhaps 
fitting that his second-in-command, Premier 
Li Keqiang, would seal the deal during his 
first official visit to china since becoming 
prime minister in 2013. The current 
visit comes after Singapore’s ministry of 

trade and industry announced that two 
countries have concluded negotiations on 
the upgraded free trade agreement (FTA).

Eventually China and Singapore have 
signed a slew of agreements, including 
the upgrade of a bilateral free trade pact, 
which will allow greater market access 
for Singapore companies. The agreement 
grants Singapore businesses preferential 
treatment, which leads to lower tariffs, 
for exports of certain petrochemical 
products and greater access to China’s 
legal, maritime and construction services 
sectors. Investment protection, customs 
procedures and trade remedial measures 
will also be improved, while new areas of 
cooperation, including in e-commerce and 
the environment, will be forged.

Speaking at the ceremony, Mr Lee said 
Singapore and China are like-minded 
partners in many areas, even though the 
two countries have different circumstances 
and constraints. “I believe that we can 
continue to tap on our complementary 
strengths, deepen cooperation, and 
make sure that our all-round cooperative 
partnership continues to progress with the 
times,” he added.

The Singaporean Prime Minister said the 

escalation of the China-Singapore FTA will 
bring tangible benefits to the enterprises 
and people of the two countries and send 
a powerful signal to the industrial and 
commercial circles to further expand 
trade and investment. The two sides also 
exchanged in-depth views on international 
and regional issues of common concern.

Another agreement was signed to elevate 
the private sector-led China-Singapore 
Guangzhou Knowledge City (CSGKC) to a 
state-level bilateral cooperation project, 
which means it will receive greater 
attention by both governments. The 
elevated CSGKC will serve as an important 
bilateral cooperation project between both 
countries, and will contribute towards our 
collaboration in the development of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area, said Education Minister Ong Ye Kung, 
who signed the agreement. The stronger 
Sino-Singapore ties may also be the way 
forward to boost the development of issues 
beyond trade.

Th.e Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange 
int’l Magazine’,  The Asian Telegraph’ & 
Project Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree 

holder in communication & media sciences.
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LOS ANGELES: Claudia Kim says coming to Hollywood 
from Korea was a magical experience. Fantastic Beasts: 
The Crimes of Grindelwald star Claudia Kim says coming 
to Hollywood from Korea was a magical experience. 
For me, getting pulled out of Korea and brought into 
Hollywood was the first thing which was so magical for 
me, Kim said during a roundtable discussion here while 
promoting the project. Kim will soon be seen as Nagini in 
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald. The Warner 
Bros Pictures project will open in India on November 16.

I have done a couple of US projects but not an iconic 
character like this one. To take on a role like this feels 
incredible. The fans have so much love and excitement. 
I think that was the biggest change...Coming to this 
family, added the actress, who has featured in projects 
like Avengers: Age of Ultron, Equals and The Dark Tower.  
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald is the second 
in the planned five movies spin-off franchise from the 
Harry Potter films. The first part Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them came out in 2016.

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald takes 
forward the story, bringing a more darker and complex 
view of the world and sets the foundation for the events 
leading to the universe of the popular Harry Potter world.  
It was not hard for her to keep details about her role a 
secret. 

Albert Einstein’s letter sold for $40,000
Life Style

ANKARA: A letter written by physicist Albert Einstein 
to his sister in which he warned of rising sentiments 
against Jews in Germany has been sold in an auction for 
nearly $40,000.  The letter was written in 1922 by the 
Nobel laureate to his sister Maria 11 years before the 
Nazis seized power in Germany in 1933. In the letter, 
Einstein warns of rising nationalism in Germany. He also 

mentions the assassination of German Foreign Minister 
Walter Rathenau by right-wingers in October 1922. Here 
are brewing economically and politically dark times, 
so I’m happy to be able to get away from everything, 
Einstein says in the letter.  He also tells his sister that he 
has gone into hiding after being warned by police that 
his life might be in danger after Rathenau’s assassination.

MONITORING DESK

Pak-Afghan-Uzbek trade, 
investment

Uzbekistan is a gateway for Pakistan to access Central Asian markets and both 
countries must  focus on developing strong business linkages between private 
sectors to explore all untapped areas of business collaboration. China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) has created great business prospects in Pakistan 

and Uzbek investors should explore Pakistan for JVs and investment.
Both Pakistan and Uzbekistan enjoy deep historic bonds and friendly 

relations. Uzbekistan is the biggest trading partner of Pakistan in Central 
Asia as the bilateral trade between the two countries reached $ 95 million 
in the last nine months and with the current trend, it is expected to reach $ 
300 million in few years. Many Pakistani companies including Hashoo Group 
have presence in Uzbekistan as the country welcomes more companies from 
Pakistani for JVs and investment.

At the same time, Uzbekistan wants Trilateral Trade Commission 
comprising Pakistan, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan to promote trade, logistic 
and investment. Uzbekistan has extended railway line up to Mazar Sharif in 
Afghanistan and wants to extend it up to Torkham border in order to facilitate 
trade with Pakistan. Uzbekistan was running direct flights between Lahore 
and Tashkent twice a week and flights between Islamabad-Tashkent and 
Karachi-Tashkent will also be arranged soon. Uzbekistan will also welcome 
Pakistani airlines for direct flights between the two countries.

Uzbek business groups are involved in diversified businesses including 
development of international economic cooperation, attracting foreign 
direct investment, consulting services, introduction of modern agro-logistics 
clusters, export of freshly grown agricultural products, medicinal plants and 
import of pharmaceuticals to Uzbekistan. Pakistan is a potential market for 
business and Uzbek companies are looking for partners in Pakistan for JVs 
and partnerships.

actually seen one. The unusual shape and strange speed 
of the interstellar asteroid had astronomers puzzled. 
It seemed to zip past the sun in a way scientists did 
not expect, grabbing an unexpected speed boost on 
its journey across the solar system. That led to one 
particular paper suggesting it might even be an alien 
probe, sent from the far reaches of space.  Immediately 
after its detection, ground-based and space-based 
telescopes focused themselves on ‘Oumuamua, hoping 
to understand exactly what it was.

NASA reveals new findings about Oumuamua

CALIFORNIA: There have been some zany theories 
about the cigar-shaped asteroid, known as ‘Oumuamua, 
that scientists first detected zipping through our solar 
system in October 2017.

As the first interstellar object we’ve detected floating 
through our neck of the cosmic woods, ‘Oumuamua 
captivated scientists and stargazers alike. Its detection 
was a watershed moment because, although scientists 
suspect interstellar visitors pass through our system 
with some regularity, this was the first time they had 

Tech

AGENCIES

The scientists tracked the cancer origin and type by 
comparing 300 patient tumour samples from seven 
disease sites (lung, pancreatic, colorectal, breast, 
leukemia, bladder and kidney) and samples from 
healthy donors with the analysis of cell-free DNA 
circulating in the blood plasma. In every sample, the 
floating plasma DNA matched the tumour DNA. The 
team has since expanded the research and has now 
profiled and successfully matched more than 700 
tumour and blood samples from more cancer types.

Beyond the lab, next steps to further validate this 
approach include analysing data from large population 
health research studies already under way in several 
countries.

Claudia Kim’s magical experience in Hollywood
Showbiz

Detecting cancer earlier from blood tests
Health

NEWS DESK

TORONTO: Cancer scientists have combined liquid 
biopsy, epigenetic alterations and machine learning 
to develop a blood test to detect and classify cancer 
at its earliest stages. New findings describe not only a 
way to detect cancer, but hold promise of being able to 
find it earlier when it is more easily treated and long 
before symptoms ever appear. We are very excited 
at this stage, says Dr. Daniel De Carvalho at Princess 
Margaret Cancer Centre, adding, a major problem in 
cancer is how to detect it early. It has been a ‘needle 
in the haystack’ problem of how to find that one-in-a-
billion cancer-specific mutation in the blood, especially 
at earlier stages, where the amount of tumour DNA in 
the blood is minimal.

By profiling epigenetic alterations instead of 
mutations, the team was able to identify thousands of 
modifications unique to each cancer type. Then, using 
a big data approach, they applied machine learning to 
create classifiers able to identify the presence of cancer-
derived DNA within blood samples and to determine 
what cancer type. This basically turns the ‘one needle in 
the haystack’ problem into a more solvable ‘thousands 
of needles in the haystack’, where the computer just 
needs to find a few needles to define which haystack 
has needles.

Life & Style

Saima Zaman



KARACHI: Bulls dominated the 
stock market on Thursday as investors 
rejoiced over the news of Saudi Arabia 
releasing agreed financial assistance in 
upcoming days. The index rallied and 
gained more than 480 points in intra-day 
trading, finishing the day in the black. 
The KSE-100 index opened on a positive 
note and continued its journey towards 
the north, driven by buying interest from 
investors.

Sentiments were further buoyed by 
the Chinese assurance that a financial 
package was currently being worked 
out to ease Pakistan’s external-sector 
challenges. Chinese Embassy Deputy 
Head of Mission Zhao Lijian said the 
Chinese package would be bigger 

than that of Saudi Arabia in terms of 
financial grant. At the end of trading, 
the benchmark KSE 100-share Index 
recorded an increase of 434.58 points 
or 1.06% to settle at 41,428.63.

Overall, trading volumes decreased 
to 254.9 million shares compared with 

Wednesday’s tally of 255.17 million. 
The value of shares traded during the 
day was Rs11 billion. Shares of 387 
companies were traded. At the end of 
the day, 250 stocks closed higher, 121 
declined and 16 remained unchanged. 
Lotte Chemical XD was the volume 

leader with 28.4 million shares, gaining 
Rs0.31 to close at Rs19.81. It was 
followed by TRG Pakistan with 17.5 
million shares, gaining Rs0.37 to close 
at Rs30.77 and Pak Elektron with 17.3 
million shares, gaining Rs1.28 to close at 
Rs33.31. Foreign institutional investors 
were net sellers of Rs357.3 million worth 
of shares during the trading session, 
according to data compiled by the 
National Clearing Company of Pakistan.

The KSE-100 index moved higher, 
settling at 41,429 points. The market 
traded positive for most part of the 
day as renewed buying interest in 
United Bank Limited (+5%) and Habib 
Bank Limited (+4.9%) kept the buying 
momentum going for the day.

DUBAI: Emirates Airline on Thursday 
posted an 86 percent drop in half-year 
profits as the Middle East’s leading carrier 
was hit by a hike in oil prices and currency 
devaluations. The Dubai-based airline in a 
statement its net profit in the six months to 
September 30 was also impacted by other 
challenges and expected tough months 

ahead. Emirates said it recorded 
a profit of just $62 million in 
the first half of the 2018-2019 
fiscal year compared with $452 
million in the same period last 
year.

The high fuel cost as well 
as currency devaluations in 
markets like India, Brazil, Angola 

and Iran, wiped approximately 
4.6 billion dirhams ($1.25 billion) from our 
profits, said Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al-
Maktoum, chairman and chief executive of 
Emirates Group. Emirates, one of the world’s 
biggest airlines, said fuel costs rose by 42 
percent compared with the same period 
last year. The company, which flies to more 

than 150 destinations, said the cost of fuel 
amounted to a third of its expenses.

Emirates is the world’s largest operator 
of Airbus A380s with more than 100 of 
the superjumbos in its fleet. The next six 
months will be tough, but the Emirates 
Group’s foundations remain strong, Sheikh 
Ahmed said in a statement. In the six months 
to September 30, the airline carried 30.1 
million passengers, a rise of three percent 
on the last fiscal year, the company said. 
Emirates’ revenues were 10 percent higher 
than the previous year at $13.3 billion.

We are proactively managing the myriad 
challenges faced by the airline and travel 
industry, including the relentless downward 
pressure on yields and uncertain economic. 

Dubai: The Abu Dhabi index extended 
its gaining streak for another session 
on Thursday due to continued buying 
in shares of First Abu Dhabi Bank and 
Etisalat. The Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange 
general index closed 0.68 per cent higher at 
5,055.46. If the Abu Dhabi index shall see a 
recovery to 5,100/5,180 resistance levels, if 
it closes over the 5,039 resistance..

First Abu Dhabi Bank closed 0.68 per 
cent higher at Dh14.80. Etisalat closed at 
Dh17.10, up 1.42 per cent. In Abu Dhabi, 
First Abu Dhabi Bank surged on news of 
having its weight doubled on the MSCI 
while Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank failed to 
show the same enthusiasm in its movement 
as the foreign ownership cap effect fades.

In other stocks, Union Properties closed 

at Dh0.620, down 0.80 per cent. DP World 
closed more than 1 per cent higher at 
$17.99. The Dubai Financial market general 
index closed almost flat with limited trading 
activity. The Dubai index closed 0.09 per 
cent lower at 2,778.76. Emaar Properties 
closed 0.20 per cent lower at Dh4.90. 
Traded value tumbled to Dh91 million.

Dubai Islamic Bank closed 0.76 per cent 
higher at Dh5.29.

Emaar Development closed at Dh4.81, up 
0.21 per cent. The stock is expected to form 
a triple bottom bullish reversal pattern, and 
may be poised to recover back towards 
the recent high at Dh4.95 and then target 
Dh5.00 in the medium term. Only a close 
under Dh4.70 shall be considered bearish,” 
Prakash said.

JAKARTA: The 11th Southeast Asia Table Tennis 
Championship kicked off on Thursday at the 
Merpati sport stadium in Bali, Indonesia. A total of 
55 players from the five countries will be competing 
in the event, according to head of the country’s 
table tennis association Oegroseno.

Indonesia will send four young players to the 
event, who have taken part in international 
tournaments in the Philippines and in Myanmar. 
The athletes sent to this tournament have the 
potential to win the Southeast Asia Table Tennis 
Championship, he said.

Bulls dominate as allies assure Pakistan of financial assistance

Race to Dubai:
Francesco leads Fleetwood

Southeast Asia Table Tennis 
Championship kicks off in Bali
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BEIJING: Foreign direct investment (FDI) into the Chinese 
mainland continued stable growth in the first 10 months 
of this year thanks to robust manufacturing and high-tech 
investment.

China’s FDI rose 3.3 percent year on year to 701.16 billion 
yuan (about 107.7 billion U.S. dollars) in the January-October 
period, the Ministry of Commerce said Thursday in a 
statement. The number of new overseas-funded companies 
jumped 89.3 percent from a year earlier to 49,545. Some 

220 billion yuan of foreign investment went to the manufacturing sector, up 12.4 percent from a year ago, while 
funds pumped into high-tech sectors climbed 11.4 percent, accounting for 22.4 percent of the total FDI. Investment 
from the UK surged 175.9 percent, the fastest among China’s major investment sources, while investment from 
countries along the Belt and Road routes saw stable growth of 11.9 percent. The country’s pilot free trade zones 
saw FDI inflow advance 10.5 percent and account for 12.5 percent of the total FDI.

China’s FDI continues to grow in first 10 months

LONDON: Austria’s Dominic Thiem maintained 
his hopes of reaching the ATP Finals last four with a 
straight-set win over Japan’s Kei Nishikori. The world 
number eight, who lost to Kevin Anderson and Roger 
Federer in straight sets in his previous group matches, 
won 6-1 6-4.

It means Federer will advance to the semi-finals if he 
wins a set against Anderson at 20:00 GMT on Thursday. 

But if Anderson wins in two sets Thiem could progress 
with the South African. Thiem hopes for Anderson 
favour against Federer Thiem has been a regular fixture 
in the world’s top 10 over the past couple of years and, 
after reaching his first Grand Slam final at the French 
Open in June, came to the season-ending tournament 
looking to prove his credentials on a bigger stage once 
again.

Italian Francesco Molinari remained on course to win 
his first Race to Dubai title after finishing the opening 
round of the DP World Tour Championship a shot 
better than rival Tommy Fleetwood. The 36-year-old 
can only be denied the overall crown if Fleetwood wins 
the season finale and he finishes worse than tied fifth 
with one other person. Molinari is two behind leaders 
Jordan Smith and Adrian Otaegui on four under.

England’s Danny Willett is on five under alongside 
Spaniard Jon Rahm. Molinari held a share of the lead 
after 14 holes at Jumeirah Golf Estates, but then three-
putted both the 15th and 18th. The Italian, Fleetwood’s 
playing partner, said: It’s only Thursday so there are 
so many things that can happen. Both of us did not hit 
the ball our best but we managed to scramble well and 
close out two decent rounds. NEWS DESK NEWS DESK
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ANKARA: More than 500 
businesspeople from 10 countries 
are expected to attend the 2nd 

Istanbul Economy Summit 
scheduled to be held on December 
14 here. According to organizers, 

the business leaders would discuss 
investment opportunities in Turkey.

Trade and cooperation 
agreements worth of 4 billion 
liras ($740 million) are expected 
to be signed during the event, the 
press release added. A number 
of panels at the summit will also 
see discussions on investment 
opportunities in the field of 
industry, banking and finance, 
construction, tourism, energy, 
automotive and transportation.

Istanbul Economy Summit aims $740m business volume

Benchmark index increases 434.58 points to settle at 41,428.63.
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