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Ideologies’ Ownership
Countrywide protest demonstrations reflect a 
societal crisis: Fawad Chaudhry

LAHORE

Information Minister Fawad 
Chaudhry on Sunday stressed that re-
cent protests had nothing to do with 
religion, but were about politics, and 
urged religious leaders and members 
of society to take ownership of a fight 
against ‘extremist ideologies’. 

During a press briefing in Lahore 
regarding the upcoming Rehmatul-
il-Alameen Conferences’ being held 
nationwide this month, the minister 
described love for the Holy Prophet 
(peace be upon him) as the foun-
dation of Islam and claimed that “a 
group of people is trying to misuse 
the issue for political gain.

Chaudhry asserted that recent pro-
tests had nothing to do with religion, 
but were about politics. He claimed 
that certain groups play politics in 
the name of religion, and that reli-
gion had nothing to do with all this 
activity. He called on the country’s 
religious leadership to play its role 

to prevent the war between ideolo-
gies from falling into the hands of 
those who are doing no service to 
our religion. 

Addressing a seminar here, 
Chaudhry said the protests that 
erupted countrywide following a 
Supreme Court verdict acquitting 
Asia Bibi a Christian woman who had 
been on death row for eight years in 
a blasphemy case reflected a societal 
crisis. It was not a crisis of the gov-
ernment, or the state, but a societal 
crisis. Pakistan is not facing a political 
crisis, it is facing an ideological crisis, 
said the info minister.

He pointed out that an ideological 
war is not won with weapons but 
with arguments and logic. Some peo-
ple are doing politics under the garb 
of religion. Those seeking anarchy are 
devoid of the power of argument, he 
eluded to the rioters, who damaged 
property and harassed citizens dur-
ing the three-day long demonstra-

tions spearheaded by the religious 
parties, mainly Tehreek-e-Labbaik 
Pakistan.

Those [who rioted], these people 
come up with a new issue every 
week and engage in political point-
scoring, the minister said. He called 
on the religious leadership to be-
come part of the government’s ef-
forts to spread the message of love 
of Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be 
Upon Him). 

The current government will stand 
shoulder to shoulder with the reli-
gious leadership of the country, and 
we will prevent this ideological fight 
from falling into hands of those who 
are not doing any service to our reli-
gion. Chaudhry said that for the first 
time, the month of Rabi-ul-Awwal 
is being observed on a state level. 
Renowned scholars from across the 
world have been invited to attend 
the conferences on the occasion, he 
added.

Chaudhry, Fawad Hussain, Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting addressing a Seminar on “Adam Bardasht Ka Rujhaan And Riasat Ki Zimadariyan” 
in Lahore on Sunday. Photo: PID

Row over European Army

Donald Tusk 
lashes out at 
Donald Trump

BRUSSELS

European Council President 
Donald Tusk lashed out at 
the US President Donald 
Trump after the latter 
expressed opposition to the 
idea of a European army, 
and also warned against the 
rise of right-wing nationalist 
movements within the EU. 
Donald Tusk, president of the 
European Council, criticized 
Trump, accusing the latter 
of being against strong and 
united Europe, following the 
US president’s criticism of 
the idea of a European army. 
For the first time in history 
we have an American ad-
ministration that is, to put it 
mildly, not enthusiastic about 
a united and strong Europe, 
Tusk said in a speech on the 
eve of celebrations to mark 
Poland’s 100th anniversary 
of independence. 

Chilling Cold Weather

UNHCR suspends Afghan 
refugees’ repatriation for 3 
months

ISLAMABAD

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) announced on Sunday 
that they will be suspending the 
repatriation of Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan for the next three months 
due to the cold weather. According 
to a spokesperson of the UNHCR, 
the repatriation process will be 
halted from December 1st, 2018 
till February 28th, 2019 due to the 
drop in temperature and severe 
cold. All UNHCR centres in Pakistan 
and Afghanistan will remain closed 
during the winter.

He added that the registered 

Afghan refugees will not be given 
financial compensation in case of 
return during the period. The oper-
ation will resume from March next 
year, the spokesperson added. In 
a report published by the UNHCR 
in April 2018, Pakistan hosted the 
largest number of refugees in the 
world.  As per the UNHCR report, 
as many as 1.45 million refugees 
hailed from Afghanistan. The report 
added that Pakistan uncondition-
ally hosted millions of refugees and 
provided the best possible facilities 
to the affected people, especially 
Afghan citizens, when the war was 
at its peak.

100 years since end of WWI

Paris Peace Forum vows ‘fight back’ against nationalist, authoritarian surge
PARIS

After marking the 100th anniversary of 
the end of the Great War in a show of unity 
on Sunday, world leaders gathered in the 
French capital to hear impassioned pleas 
for global cooperation at a “Peace Forum” 
shunned by US President Donald Trump. 
During Emmanuel Macron’s’s weeklong 
pilgrimage of Great War landmarks, a care-
fully choreographed prelude to Sunday’s 
Armistice Day commemorations, the French 
presidency arranged for students to read 
out letters, poems and quotes from pro-
tagonists of the gruesome conflict.

In the martyred village of Eparges, a 
pupil recited an oft-quoted line by France’s 
wartime leader Georges Clemenceau. It is 
easier to make war than peace, an aging 
Clemenceau observed on the battlefield of 
Verdun, months after guns had fallen silent 
on the Western Front. It could have been 
a motto for the Paris Peace Forum that 
opened in the French capital on Sunday - a 
catchier one perhaps than the somewhat 
drab “Peace is linked with global govern-
ance” adopted by the organisers.

As one of the key Allied victors who made 
a hatchet job of negotiating a peaceful set-

tlement after 1918, Clemenceau knew all 
about the difficulties of making peace. 
Largely because of the flaws of the 1919 
Versailles Treaty, Europe would be back at 
war just two decades later, torn apart by re-
sentment, national rivalry and authoritari-
anism. Macron, who has cast himself as the 
champion of a liberal and cohesive Europe, 
believes those forces are once again threat-
ening the continent and the wider world. In 
the words of its organisers, the Paris Forum 
is part of the fight back against the tide of 
authoritarian nationalism surging from 
Brasilia to Manilla.

INF Treaty restoration

Putin, Trump converse 
‘Well’

PARIS

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said that he had had a good con-
versation with his US counterpart 
Donald Trump in Paris, where the 
two leaders traveled to take part in 
the celebrations dedicated to the 
100th anniversary marking the end 
of World War I. “Yes,” the Russian 
leader told journalists when asked 
if he had an opportunity to have 
a conversation with Trump. Putin 
added that the conversation went 
“well.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said in an interview. Anyway, we 
are ready for dialogue, as we are 
not the ones leaving the INF Treaty, 
while the United States is planning 
to do it. Both them and we are com-
mitted to restoring dialogue. And 

it is even more important to have 
an expert-level dialogue than a di-
alogue on the high level or on the 
highest level. I hope that the full-
scale negotiation process will be 
restored, Putin said. The interview 
has taken place on the sidelines of a 
military parade and a peace forum 
organized by Macron marking the 
100th anniversary of the end of 
World War I.

In October, US President Donald 
Trump said that Washington in-
tended to leave the INF Treaty, 
accusing Russia of violating it nu-
merous times, while the Kremlin 
rejected the accusations, adding 
that Russia would be forced to take 
measures to ensure its security if 
the treaty was terminated by the 
United States.

Chinese President Xi Jinping

What we now face is the contradiction 
between unbalanced and inadequate 

development and the people’s ever-
growing needs for a better life



Exhibition featuring art of Portugal, 
Brazil and Pakistan

A group show by various artists in-
cluding the posters of exquisite tiles, 
a collection of paintings by Pakistani 
artists and live musical performances 

started here on Saturday at Nomad art gal-
lery. The exhibition is featuring the posters 
of exquisite tiles originating from Portugal, 
Brazil and Pakistan, a collection of paintings 
by Pakistani artists - inspired by the posters 
and live musical performances by different 
renowned artists.

In his inaugural address Director of Nomad 
Gallery Nageen Hayat said, “It’s a joint effort 
of the ambassador of Portugal, Sabido Costa, 
the ambassador of Brazil, Claudio Lins and 
Nomad Art and Cultural Centre. According 
to Nageen , these exquisite tiles originating 
from Portugal, Brazil and Pakistan, reveal the 
similarities between the Kashi Work done in 
Hala, Sindh and the art of Azulejo in Potugal 
and Brazil, whereas,  Kashi is a Persian word, 
which means designating to tiles and its is one 
of the oldest handicrafts of Sindh. The ambas-
sador of Portugal, His Excellency Sabido Costa 
said today we have witnessed the commonali-
ties in the art of three countries.

Giving his exclusive interview to “Melange 
TV” Sabido Costa opined that during the cen-
turies we have exchanged ideas and sensibili-
ties, Sindh is an example, we can find these 
patterns in Lisbon, art is a combined legacy, 
not a unilateral thing. “It is our duty to pro-
mote exchange cultures, through arts, music, 

dance etc, to learn from each other, we will 
continue to bring artists from our country, and 
work together, a number of Pakistani young 
painters have exhibited brilliantly in Lisbon”. 
he added.  The ambassador of Brazil, His 
Excellency Claudio Lins observed that there 
is a similarity in Tile and Ceramic art of the 
three countries Pakistan, Brazil and Portugal. 
He said young Pakistani artists have done a 
marvelous job.

In an exclusive interview with “Melange 
TV” Lins said that it’s a wonderful initiative 
of Nomad Art Gallery to present the similari-

ties of art and culture of three countries in a 
unique way, here we can feel the beauty of tile 
art, we (Brazilians) have learned tile art from 
Portuguese, and developed it. Exhibition is 
displaying art work, of all the three countries 
by the joint efforts of Embassies of Brazil and 
Portugal in collaboration with Nomad Art 
Gallery, we are very enthusiastic about it, par-
ticularly happy to see young Pakistani artists 
work, they created something new . he added.

The writer is Assistant Editor at ‘Melange int’l 
Magazine
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Revamping Tax 
Collection Authority

Reforms in the Federal Boar of Revenue (FBR) and 
tax system is a positive step which will infuse con-
fidence in the business community. The decision to 
limit the role of FBR to tax collection and entrusting 
policymaking to Tax Policy Board is a major step in 
the right direction which will lessen the complaints 

of the taxpayers.
Prime Minister Imran Khan in his first speech promised to start 

the reform process with the Federal Board of Revenue FBR to check 
tax evasion and minimize the corruption within the ranks of tax 
authorities. The government will form a committee which will for-
mulate a larger tax reform framework with the help of independent 
tax. 

Limiting the role of tax administration was demanded by the 
business community which will improve the situation and reduces 
dependence on foreign loans. The decision is a larger shift in the 
governance of the tax administration which is opposite to what the 
former government did that augmented the sufferings of masses.

FBR is pushing the policy of regressive taxation as it continues 
to collect 82 percent taxes from masses while the ratio of direct 
taxation is only 18 percent which is fanning poverty. The Tax Policy 
Board will improve the taxation system to ensure equal distribution 
of wealth which will provide relief to masses and help expand the 
tax net.

Therefore, now Prime Minister and his government must also try 
to reduce corruption in the department and ensure that tax should 
be used to provide services to the taxpayer which will automatically 
improve the relationship between the state and the taxpayers.

Garner’s daughter finds her ‘fun-killing’
Actress Jennifer Garner 
received a note from her 
daughter who called her a 
“fun-killing mom”. Garner took 
to Instagram to share the note 
she received from her daugh-
ter Seraphina Rose Elizabeth, 
reported people.com. It read: 
when I grow up. I want to be 
a fun-killing mom, just like 
you, the 9-year-old wrote on 
a white piece of paper with a 
blue marker. Not sure exactly 
what the note meant, Garner, 
46, captioned the Instagram 
post: is this a nine-year-old 
burn? Or the ultimate compli-
ment? #funkillingmom.

However, the camping star 
said she was grateful for the 
message despite the meaning. 
I will take a love note however 
it comes, Garner added. This 
isn’t the first time Garner has 
received a letter from one of 
her children. 

In April, the actress shared a 
photo of a sticky-note message 
written by her youngest child, 
6-year-old Samuel Garner, 
that unmistakably read, I Love 
Farts. In case Monday has got 
you down, focus on the little 
things that make you happy,  
Garner wrote on Instagram at 
the time.

Eye contact reduces lying

TAMPERE

A new study from the University of Tampere 
found that eye contact can make us act more 
honestly.  In everyday life, we often find our-
selves in situations where we suspect that 
someone is being untruthful, whether it is a 
child claiming cluelessness about a missing 
cookie or a colleague arriving late and blam-
ing the traffic. When asking the other person 
about the matter, a common intuition is to 
look them in the eyes. A recent study now 
suggests that, in situations like these, the use 
of eye contact may indeed be useful.

Psychologists at the University of Tampere, 
Finland, investigated the effect of another’s 
direct gaze on lying in an interactive experi-
ment. In the experiment, participants played 
a lying game on a computer against another 
person. On each game trial, participants 

were first briefly presented with a view of 
the opponent through a smart glass window, 
after which they made a move in the game. 
Depending on the trial, the opponent either 
looked the participant in the eyes or down-
ward toward their computer screen. The 
opponent’s direct gaze was found to reduce 
subsequent lying in the game. 

The effect of watching eyes on dishonesty 
has also been previously investigated, but 
only with the use of eye images. In previous 
studies, these images have been shown to, 
for example, reduce taking drinks without 
paying or stealing bicycles. This was the first 
study to demonstrate the effect by using ac-
tual eye contact with another person and by 
measuring not just any form of dishonesty, 
but lying, says Jonne Hietanen, the first au-
thor of the study. 

Apple pumps up Amazon with iPhones, iPads & more
Amazon has signed a deal to expand the selec-
tion of Apple products on its sites worldwide. 
The world’s largest e-commerce company said 
it’ll soon start selling more Apple products 
directly and have access to Apple’s latest de-
vices, including the new iPad Pro, iPhone XR, 
iPhone XS, and Apple Watch Series 4, as well 
as Apple’s lineup of Beats headphones. The 
Amazon-Apple deal encompasses the US, UK, 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Japan and India, 
with the new products hitting Amazon sites 

in the coming weeks. Only Apple-authorized 
resellers will now be allowed to sell Apple and 
Beats products on Amazon’s marketplace.

Currently, many of these Apple products are 
either unavailable on Amazon or are on sale 
only through its third-party marketplace at 
varied prices and conditions. Amazon does 
already directly sell some Apple devices, such 
as MacBook laptopsand Beats headphones. 
Amazon is constantly working to enhance the 
customer experience, and one of the ways we 

do this is by increasing selection of the prod-
ucts we know customers want, an Amazon 
spokesperson said in a statement. We look 
forward to expanding our assortment of Apple 
and Beats products globally.

With the new deal, customers should ex-
pect to see a  greater selection of new Apple 
products and at standard prices. Also, the 
agreement offers a big win for Amazon just 
ahead of the holiday shopping season, giv-
ing it more electronics from a leading device 

maker with highly sought-after products. For 
Apple, the deal could help it sell more devices 
worldwide. The agreement also points to re-
lations between the two tech giants improv-
ing, after Amazon in 2015 removed Apple TV 
video streamers from its site, thenbrought the 
devices back last year. At the same time last 
year, Amazon said it was also bringing back 
Google’s Chromecast streamers, but they are 
still unavailable amid shaky relations with 
Google. 

NH Naqvi
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Kate Middleton wears 
a Black Roland Mouret 
Dress

LODNON

It’s a busy weekend for the royal family, and 
Kate Middleton and Prince William have just 
stepped out together to attend the Royal 
British Legion Festival of Remembrance at the 
Royal Albert Hall in London. Wearing a chic 
black dress with an asymmetrical neckline, 
the Duchess of Cambridge looked nothing 
short of stunning as she arrived at the Royal 
Albert Hall with her husband, Prince William. 
From her perfectly coiffed hairstyle, to her chic 
clutch and black heels, Kate looked elegant and 
completely poised ahead of the event:

Kate’s dress is designed by Roland Mouret, 
one of Meghan Markle’s go-to designers. Sadly, 
Kate’s exact dress is currently sold out online), 
but you can still shop similar Roland Mouret 
designs now: Kate accessorized the dress with 
the Jimmy Choo Celeste velvet clutch, which 
you can shop in a number of colors, including 
red, dusty rose, navy, and black:

Alongside Meghan Markle,  Prince Harry, and 
Prince William, Kate Middleton is attending the 
annual Festival of Remembrance, which com-
memorates everyone who has lost their lives 
in combat, and this year’s event also celebrates 
100 years since the end of the First World War. 
Queen Elizabeth, Prince Charles, and Camilla, 
the Duchess of Cornwall, are also in attendance 
at the event.

Bella Hadid posts 
heartbreaking about 
California Wildfires

CALIFORNIA

Bella Hadid is among the several hundred 
people who have been affected by the Woosley 
fires in California. She shared a heartfelt post 
about it on Instagram. Destructive wildfires 
are currently ravaging sections of Northern 
and Southern California with devastating force. 
According to an estimate, nearly 250,000 
people across the state have been evacuated 
from their homes as a result. In Southern 
California, the currently uncontrolled Woolsey 
fire in Ventura County and Malibu has burned 
over 70,000 acres of land. In response to the 
event, Bella Hadid posted a heartfelt tribute to 
Malibu, where she and siblings Gigi and Anwar 
Hadid grew up, on her Instagram.

According to Hadid’s post, the high school she 
attended and a number of town landmarks have 
been lost in the fire. Can’t believe this....it makes 
me so emotional looking at these photographs 
taken in the past two days. 

IPCC report for steps till 2020 on 
climate change: Amin Aslam

ISLAMABAD

Adviser to Prime Minister on Climate 
Change Malik Amin Aslam Khan has said 
the Intergovernmental Panel On Climate 
Change (IPCC) report 2018 was an alarm-
ing bell tolling for the world to take steps 
for climate change mitigation within next 
two years as afterwards it would become 
difficult.  

Speaking to a ‘Pre-COP24 Climate Media 
Dialogue’ organized by the Embassy of 
Poland and Civil Society Coalition for 
Climate Change (CSCCC), the climate 
change adviser to prime minster said cli-
mate politics was lagging behind climate 
science in the contemporary environmen-
tal scenario. When scientists have come 
up with such researches like IPCC report, 
Living Planet Report 2018 which states 60 
percent animal species have been lost or ex-
tinct from the earth due to climate change 
then politics must respond, he added.

Amin Aslam said COP-24 in Katowice was 

very challenging due to the United States 
of America’s stance over Paris Agreement 
and Brazilian election outcome whereas 
we have only the Paris Agreement in our 
hand. He said Pakistan was at 136th num-
ber in the list of countries, contributing into 
climate change and number seven among 
the most vulnerable countries due to cli-
mate change. Despite the fact that we are 
the least global environmental pollution 
contributors and have no mandate to do 
something for mitigating climate change 
risk still are doing much within our limited 
available resources, he added.

The event was held in order to promote 
informed media reporting ahead of the 
upcoming International Climate Change 
Conference of Parties (COP24) being held 
in Poland in December, as well as to foster 
dialogue between the media and stakehold-
ers. Among other participants and speak-
ers included the Ambassadors of France, 
Morocco, European Union and Poland, the 

Chief Executive of CSCCC Aisha Khan as well 
as prominent members from civil society, 
media, and government. The speakers dis-
cussed the importance of tackling climate 
change issues at all levels of government 
both locally and internationally, the need 
to promote the reporting of climate change 
issues in the media as well as fostering a 
deeper understanding of the subject in 
order to mainstream green growth and 
low-carbon practices in our day-to-day 
lives.

A demonstration of the Pakistan Climate 
Change Web Portal was delivered by Project 
Manager CSCCC. The Pakistan Climate 
Change Web Portal was a free online infor-
mation tool developed by CSCCC contain-
ing consolidated sector-wise information 
on climate change in order to disseminate 
knowledge and information regarding the 
subject in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, chairman Water Resource 
Forum and one of the founding members 
of CSCCC Nisar A.Menon gave the vote 
thanks and said climate change was a global 
challenge which was severely affecting the 
country’s 220 million people from the gla-
ciers in the north through the plains to the 
coastal line in the south. 

He said the incumbent government 
was taking amicable measures including 
environment, climate change, water and 
upcoming forest policies. He said in order 
to make climate change risk reduction 
measures a success in the country all such 
projects need to be made people-centric 
andmedia should play a key role for the 
purpose.

 “The print media has come a long way 
whereas its time for electronic media to 
come to the front line for creating aware-
ness on such serious issue of national se-
curity,” he reiterated. He added that the 
electronic media should remember the 
updated PEMRA Ordinance 2002 Rule 20 
provides for sovereignty, security and cov-
erage upto 10 percent for public interest 
programs and it should be done to include 
climate change awareness packages and 
advertisements.

Run Istanbul for a Healthy Future

Kenyans win 40th Intercontinental 
Istanbul Marathon

ISTANBUL

Kenyan Ruth Chepngetich won the 40th 
intercontinental Istanbul Marathon wom-
en’s title and Kenyan Felix Kimutai won the 
men’s race by breaking the 42 km Istanbul 
Marathon’s records on Sunday. Last year’s 
winner Chepngetich finished 42-km (26-
mile) run in 2 hours, 18 minutes and 35 
seconds while Kimutai finished the same 
distance in 2 hours, 9 minutes and 57 
seconds.

Both Kenyans broke the 42km Istanbul 
Marathon’s records in men’s and women’s 
races.

A record number of runners are compet-
ing in the world’s only intercontinental 
marathon on Sunday. The Vodafone 40th 
Istanbul Marathon started on the Asian 
side of Istanbul’s July 15 Martyrs’ Bridge, 
formerly known as the Bosphorus Bridge. 
The finish line is located in the historic 
Sultanahmet Square on the city’s European 
side.

This year’s theme is: Run Istanbul for a 
healthy future. Around 30,000 professional 
runners, from more than 100 countries, 
took part in the marathon. In addition to 
that, about 100,000 people were expected 
to run in the 8-kilometer (5-mile) trans-
continental Istanbul Marathon Fun Run.  
The event featured a 42-kilometer (26-
mile) marathon, and three other races on 
courses of 15 km (9.3 mi.), 10 km (6.2 mi.), 
and 8 km (4.9 mi.). It also included a race 
for wheelchair-bound participants.  

Turkey’s Yasemin Can won 15 km wom-
en’s race in 47 minutes and 43 seconds 
while Kenyan Shadrack Korir won 15 km 
men’s race in 43 minutes and 4 seconds. 
Turkey’s Suzan Tunca won 10 km women’s 
race in 37 minutes and 11 seconds while 
Turkey’s Fatih Korkunc won 10 km men’s 
race in 33 minutes and 23 seconds.  About 

5,000 runners -- more than half of them 
foreigners -- have competed in the 42-km 
marathon. 

The top five countries sending runners 
are Russia, Germany, Ukraine, Britain, and 
France. 

Fifty-five elite runners from Turkey, 
Kenya, Ethiopia, Azerbaijan, France, Bahrain 
and Morocco participated in the marathon.  
Compared to recent years, the number of 
foreign runners in the marathon has dou-
bled.  The Istanbul Marathon is among 17 
marathons in Europe and 38 marathons in 
the world. 

Vodafone is the main sponsor of the race 
organized by the Istanbul Metropolitan 
Municipality’s Spor Istanbul subsidi-
ary.  After the transcontinental marathon 
started, Turkey’s Youth and Sports Minister 
Mehmet Muharrem Kasapoglu told Anadolu 

Agency Istanbul became a brand for a mara-
thon like New York, Boston and Tokyo.

By connecting the continents, we will 
prove the unifying power of sports,” 
Kasapoglu said.  

Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Mayor 
Mevlut Uysal also said we can turn this 
marathon into the best marathon in the 
world by making this organization better. 
Now, it is among the top 15 marathons in 
the world. 

Noting that about 100,000 people ran 
in the marathon last year, Uysal said the 
number of participants increased this year. 
Last year, French runner Abraham Kiprotich 
won the men’s category and Kenya’s Ruth 
Chepngetich the women’s category. For 
more information, visit www.maraton.
istanbul and follow the #runistanbul and 
#run4health hashtags on Twitter.

Fed Cup
Czech Republic 
beat US to win 
6th title in 8 
years

PRAGUE

The Czech Republic won their 
sixth Fed Cup title in eight years as 
an emotional Katerina Siniakova 
clinched a 3-0 win over the United 
States with an epic victory against 
Sofia Kenin.Siniakova fought back 
tears as she saved two match 
points, then took a second of her 
own to win 7-5 5-7 7-5. Siniakova’s 
victory earned the Czech Republic 
their 11th Fed Cup victory

The victory, which took 
Siniakova almost four hours, gave 
the home team an unassailable 
3-0 lead in Prague. Siniakova and 
Barbora Strycova won Saturday’s 
opening-day singles matches.

The US were aiming to become 
the first team to fight back from a 
2-0 deficit in a Fed Cup final, but 
19-year-old Kenin was unable to 
take her opportunities at 5-4 to 
keep the tie alive. Kenin was pun-
ished when she pulled a forehand 
wide on Siniakova’s second match 
point, enabling the Czechs to ex-
tend their home unbeaten run to 
an 11th tie, stretching back to 2009.

The two most successful coun-
tries in the tournament’s history 
were meeting in the final for the 
first time in more three decades, 
although both teams were without 
several of their top players.

Czech top-10 ranked play-
ers Karolina Pliskova and Petra 
Kvitova were sidelined through 
injury and illness respectively, 
while Serena and Venus Williams, 
Madison Keys and Sloane 
Stephens were all unavailable for 
the visitors.

Alibaba single 
day sales hit 
$10b in 1st hour

SHANGHAI

Chinese e-commerce giant 
Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. 
settled roughly 69 billion yuan 
($9.92 billion) in the first hour of 
its annual Singles’ Day on Sunday, 
up roughly 21 percent from last 
year’s early haul of 57 billion 
yuan. Singles’ Day is the world’s 
biggest online sales event and 
last year netted Alibaba 168 bil-
lion yuan ($24.15 billion) in total 
sales. A disproportionately large 
number of sales are recorded in 
the first minutes of the 24-hour 
spending spree, when transac-
tions are recorded for items that 
have been put on hold. Alibaba 
kicks off the annual event with a 
gala, which this year featured US 
singer Mariah Carey, a Japanese 
Beyonce impersonator and a 
shoe-shopping-themed Cirque 
du Soleil performance.

It’s expected to be the compa-
ny’s final November sale event 
with founder and chairman 
Jack Ma at the helm. Current 
chief executive Daniel Zhang 
will take over as chairman 
next year, the company said in 
September. While sales growth 
remains steady, Alibaba’s stock 
has dropped 16 percent this 
year amid economic uncertain-
ties linked to brewing trade ten-
sions between China and the 
United States. Earlier this month, 
Alibaba revised down its full-
year revenue forecast, sending a 
chill through investors, as it said 
sales of big-ticket items would be 
impacted.

To compensate, the company 
will take in less income from its 
platforms in the near term in 
order to retain brands and new 
buyers, it said. This year, Alibaba 
said there were around 180,000 
brands participating in Singles’ 
Day, and as of 10 a.m. on Sunday 
sales were close to $20 billion. 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change Malik Amin Aslam in a group photo at 
Pre-Cop24 Climate-Media Dialogue here along with French ambassador Marc Barety, Mor-
roccan Ambassador Mohamed Karmoune, EU Ambassador Jean-Francois Cautain and Polish 
ambassador Piotr Opalinski  and others.
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Enhanced Pak 
contribution to 
Palestinian cause
Pakistanis always stand with their Palestinian 
brothers, sisters

NEW YORK

Permanent Representative of 
Pakistan to the United Nations 
(UN) Maleeha Lodhi on Sunday said 
Pakistan has made an enhanced 
contribution to the cash-strapped 
United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East (UNRWA). UNRAW 
is entrusted to assist more than 
five million registered Palestinian 
refugees in the war-ravaged state. 
The people of Pakistan have always 
stood with their Palestinian broth-
ers and sisters, the Pakistani envoy 
to UN said.

Ambassador Lodhi added that 
Islamabad’s contribution to the 
cause was being increased on the 
instructions of the government 
of Pakistan, and in accordance 
with the wishes and aspirations 
of the people of Pakistan. She 
further said, this assistance will 
help UNRWA continue its relief ef-
forts on the ground and keep the 
schools and clinics open that it 
runs in Palestinian refugee camps.  
In a video message, the UNRWA’s 
Commissioner-General Pierre 
Krahenbuhl appreciated Pakistan’s 
support for the Palestinian refugees.

In September this year, the United 
States cut aid to the Palestinians for 
programmes supporting conflict 
resolution with Israelis, affecting 
more than five million people who 
rely on its schools, healthcare, and 
social services. The portion of the 
money involving Palestinians in 

the occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip was being redirected to pro-
grammes between Jewish and Arab 
Israelis.

The US will no longer commit 
further funding to this irredeem-
ably flawed operation, the US State 
Department said in a statement, 

adding it was not willing to shoul-
der the very disproportionate share 
of the burden for the UNRWA. The 
statement had further called the 
UNRWA an irredeemably flawed 
operation and criticized other coun-
tries for not sharing the burden of 
supporting the Palestinians.

New York: Pakistan’s Ambassador to the United Nations, Maleeha Lodhi 
handing over Pakistan’s enhanced contribution to help Palestinian refugees to 
Peter Mulrean, Director, UN Relief and Works Agency, the Relief and Human 
Development Agency. Photo: PID

Globalization dominates WEF meeting in Dubai
DUBAI

The World Economic Forum’s (WEF) 
annual meeting of the Global Future 
Councils (GFC) began in Dubai on 
Sunday, with globalization being the 
main theme tackled at this year’s 
seminar.  The rise of populism, pro-
tectionism and nationalism have 
short-term benefits, but history 
has shown they have a detrimental 
impact, Australian MP and former 
Foreign Minister Julie Bishop said at 
the opening plenary. How many times 
does history have to show us what 
industry subsidization does, or what 
protectionism and closing markets 
does, or what unaffordable support 
for welfare state does to a nation? 
she asked.

The UAE’s Minister of Cabinet 
Affairs Mohammed Al-Gergawi gave 
the opening remarks at the event, say-
ing the world now has four priorities: 
Collaboration and participation, new 
regulations, government productiv-
ity and staying open to globalization. 
Without globalization, we wouldn’t 
have seen the emergence of multi-
trillion-dollar corporations like Apple 
and Amazon that succeeded due to 
no states shutting its doors, he said.

The opening panel, titled 
Globalization 4.0, included Bishop, 
Slovak Foreign Minister Miroslav 

Lajcak, Argentina’s former Foreign 
Minister Susana Malcorra, the presi-
dent of the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, William Burns, 
and a visiting professor and fellow at 
Japan’s Musashino Institute for Global 
Affairs, Yoriko Kawaguchi. The panel 
was moderated by CNBC anchor and 
reporter Hadley Gamble. Kawaguchi 
said several rapid changes are com-
ing, such as technology that will 

need constant collaboration among 
countries.

Technology is very important, and 
that will bring in many unknown 
challenges, she added. To cope with 
some of these challenges, we’ll have 
to exchange our views, we’ll have to 
exchange our knowledge, we have to 
exchange our policies to deal with 
them, and we need to cooperate.”

Malcorra said while cooperation 

among states is important, the core 
of the problem lies with citizen rep-
resentation and trust in their lead-
ership. At the heart of what we’re 
facing here is the fact that the com-
mon citizen doesn’t feel represented 
well enough by institutions, be they 
national or international, she added. 
And there’s a break, in my view, in the 
social (contract) between citizens and 
their leadership.

Macron, Merkel, UN 
chief target Trump’s 
worldview

CHANTILLY/ PARIS/BORDEAUX/

SAINT-ÉTIENNE

French President Emmanuel 
Macron, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and UN chief 
Antonio Guterres took turns in 
warning about the dangers of 
nationalism on Sunday as they 
marked the centenary of the end 
of World War I.  Without mention-
ing US President Donald Trump 
by name, all three of them railed 
against his worldview and the dan-
gers of disregarding international 
norms as they spoke at the start of 
the Paris Peace Forum on Sunday.

The concern I have is that blink-
ered nationalist views may gain 
ground once again, Merkel told fel-
low leaders gathered at the Paris 
Peace Forum. She also warned that 
such attitudes meant the peaceful 
balancing of interests, even the 
European peace project people are 
calling them into question again. 
She also criticised the idea of iso-
lationism, which she said “wasn’t 
the right solution more than 100 
years ago. How can it be the right 
solution today?

She added: We know that most 
of the challenges and threats of 
today can no longer be solved by 
one nation alone, but only if we act 
together. Trump, who attended a 
WWI memorial service in Paris 
earlier in the day but snubbed the 
peace conference, is a proud na-
tionalist who has made “America 
First” his political slogan.

UN chief Antonio Guterres 
meanwhile warned of parallels 
between the present day and the 
unstable and dangerous 1930s as 
he marked the centenary of World 
War I in a speech at the Paris 
forum. As I see it, several elements 
today have many parallels with 
both the start of the twentieth 
century and the 1930s, giving us 
grounds to fear that an unpredict-

able chain of events could ensue, 
Guterres said. 

He warned about the polarisa-
tion of political life” and rising 
tensions over trade. A weakening 
of the democratic spirit of com-
promise and an indifference to 
collective rules are twin poisons 
for multilateralism, he added.

Macron gave short opening re-
marks at the Forum that were sim-
ilarly downbeat. He asked how the 
image of more than 70 world lead-
ers including Trump and Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin paying their 
respects to the war dead in Paris 
on Sunday would be remembered. 
Will it be a photograph of the last 
moment of unity before the world 
fell into a new disorder? he asked. 
The world we live in is being un-
dermined by crises which are 
destabilising our societies, he said, 
listing climate change, terrorism, 
cyber-crime and nuclear prolifera-
tion. We are being undermined by 
the ‘sad passions’: nationalism, 
anti-semitism, extremism.

US special envoy 
meets Afghan 
president in 
Kabul

KABUL

A US special envoy met Afghan 
President Mohammad Ashraf 
Ghani in Kabul, an official 
statement said on Sunday. 
According to the statement 
issued by Afghan Presidential 
Palace, U.S. Representative 
for Afghanistan Reconciliation 
Zalmay Khalilzad briefed 
Ghani about his plans for 
the proposed meetings with 
officials in Pakistan, the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE, Qatar and the Taliban 
representatives.
It noted that Ghani backed 
efforts for Afghan-owned and 
Afghan-led peace process, and 
thanked Khalilzad for striving 
for peace in the country. As 
a repeat of the last month’s 
exercise, the U.S. envoy is 
scheduled to tour Islamabad, 
Riyadh, Dubai and Doha in the 
next few days.
The release of former Taliban 
deputy chief, Mulla Baradar, 
from a Pakistani prison last 
month is seen as the outcome 
of Khalilzad’s engagements. As 
a counterweight to the U.S. ef-
forts, Russia held a peace con-
ference in the capital Moscow 
on Friday with the Taliban and 
relatively low-profile Afghan 
delegation joining diplomats 
from Pakistan, Iran, China, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan for the moot.

NHA rolls out mobile 
app to assist motorists

ISLAMABAD

The National Highway Authority 
(NHA) on Sunday launched a 
mobile phone application to fa-
cilitate motorists. Minister of State 
for Communications and Postal 
Services Murad Saeed, while ad-
dressing the launching ceremony in 
the federal capital, said the app will 
carry all the necessary information 
needed by the motorists. Saeed said 
that his ministry’s 70-day target 
had been achieved in a mere 50 
days, adding that five major NHA 
projects, carried out under the 
previous government’s tenure, are 

being audited now.
The communications minister 

said that land worth more than 
one billion rupees had already 
been retrieved by the NHA. Saeed 
said the ministry’s target is to be 
able to raise its own budget, adding 
that, in this 50-day period we have 
managed to generate a revenue of 
Rs761 million.

The minister further said that 
50 billion tree saplings would be 
planted on the sides of 12,000-km 
long NHA highways. Saeed added 
that 17 NHA projects are currently 
being investigated as well.


