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‘World One War’ They were 
staunch to the end against 
odds uncounted. We will 
remember them

PM imran chairs 
ARU meeting
Ministries’ progress reports on 100-day agenda 
will be made public

ISLAMABAD

A meeting of the Asset Recovery Unit was held under 
the chair of Prime Minister Imran Khan in Islamabad 
on Friday. The Asset Recovery Unit briefed the Prime 
Minister about detail of the assets and properties 
abroad recovered so far and the measures taken to 
bring them home.

Prime Minister Imran Khan on Friday decided to 
bring in the public eye, the progress of all ministries 
on the government’s 100-day agenda.   According to de-
tails, the PM has decided to review the performance of 
all ministries while directing them to submit an evalu-
ation report in this regard.  

The announcement from the premier has paced up 
the momentum of all ministries and the ministers are 
in rush for to wrap up the execution of their plans.  

As per the directives, the ministers will have to notify, 
in their reports, regarding the gains they provided to 
the national exchequer following the PM’s austerity 
drive. In addition to this, the report will also include the 
initiatives introduced to relief public and the degree of 
commitment to the government’s manifesto.

The said report will also have to mention the meas-
ures launched by ministers to curb corruption in their 
respective departments. The ministers with promising 
reports will receive recognition on governmental as 
well as mass level by the prime minister. 

The Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf (PTI)-led government 
launched a website in October for public to know pro-
gress about the PTI’s 100 Day Agenda. Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Establishment Mohammad Shehzad 
Arbab had said that the website – pm100days.pmo.gov.
pk – has been created for the public and media to track 
progress on the 100 Days Agenda.

We want to be transparent. We are accountable to 
the public, so we have launched a website to help peo-
ple keep track of our performance, Arbab had said. On 
May 20 this year, Chairman PTI Imran had unveiled a 
100-day plan implement in the first 100 days of gov-
ernment, if elected to power after the July 25 general 
elections. He had promised that his party would uti-
lize valuable experience they have learnt by governing 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province to lead the country if 
they form the government after the elections. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs meeting of the National Task Force on Polio Eradication at PM Office Islamabad on Friday. Photo: PID

Pak-China sign deal for two 
housing projects in Gwadar

ISLAMABAD

The China Pakistan Investment 
Corporation (CPIC) has signed 
a construction agreement with 
China’s state-owned mega con-
struction conglomerate, BIDR to 
materialise Gwadar’s two mega 
residential and commercial pro-
jects. The agreement was signed 
by CPIC Global Founding Board 
member Syed Zeeshaan Shah and 
BIDR Deputy Director and Chief 
Design Engineer Liu Bochun at a 
ceremony in Islamabad. The agree-
ment covers CPIC’s mega projects 
in Gwadar spread across 10 million 
square feet of prime residential and 
commercial real estate outfits, the 
International Port City and China 
Pak Golf Estates – the two approved 
projects by Gwadar Development 
Authority (GDA).

CPIC Global is the world’s first 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) -centric real estate devel-
oper with current under-devel-
opment projects worth in excess 

of $500 million.  CPIC Global is 
the world’s first China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor-centric real es-
tate developer with current under-
development projects worth in 
excess of $500 million. Photo: Geo 
News

Speaking on the occasion, Shah 
said: This is a momentous occa-
sion for us. We are setting a new 
standard for community develop-
ment in Pakistan and working with 
a global leader like BIDR will enable 
us to deliver our projects on time 
and on budget.

On the current on-ground situa-
tion in Gwadar, Shah said the pro-
gress over the last 12 months in 
Gwadar has been phenomenal. The 
port and economic free zone are 
both fully operational now and 30 
companies from Pakistan and China 
have committed to investing almost 
$500 million to develop their indus-
tries there. The dream of a Gwadar 
becoming a key economic hub of 
Asia is not far away now, he added.

US War on Terror

Over 0.5m killed in Iraq 
Pakistan, Afghanistan  

ISLAMABAD 

A study says the US war on terror-
ism has killed about 507,000 people 
in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan 
during its 17 years and is showing a 
22 percent increase in deaths in the 
past two years.

The death toll includes US and 
allied troops, civilians in the war 
zones, local military and police 
forces, as well as militants, who 
have died from war violence, ac-
cording to the report by Brown 
University’s Costs of War Project. 
The report said the number of 
indirect deaths was several times 
larger than deaths caused by direct 
war violence, bringing the total 
death count to well over 1 million 
people.

Fatalities in Afghanistan, as of 
October 2018, stood at about 
147,000 people, including Afghan se-
curity forces, civilians and opposition 
fighters. The figure also included the 
deaths of 6,334 American soldiers 
and contractors, as well as more than 
1,100 allied troops.

The report said that war-related 
violence had killed 65,000 people in 
neighboring Pakistan, including 90 
American contractors, nearly 9,000 
local security personnel and more 
than 23,000 civilians. The rest of the 
casualties were anti-government 
fighters.

The rest of the deaths, between 
268,000 and 295,000, occurred in 
Iraq, where the U.S.-led military in-
tervention began in 2003. 

China, US meet to explore way out from tensions
WASHINGTON

The United States and China resumed 
top-level talks Friday after months of 
spiraling tension, looking to see if they 
can find a way forward on disputes 
from trade to human rights.  Yang 
Jiechi, a longtime architect of Chinese 
foreign policy, and the defense minis-
ter, General Wei Fenghe, led Beijing’s 
delegation to Washington for a dia-
logue that had been delayed by rising 
friction during the US election cam-
paign. A total of eight Chinese officials, 
half of them in uniform, met the US 
delegation headed by Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo and Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis, one month after 
a planned visit by Mattis to Beijing 
was scrapped.

The talks at the State Department 
come several weeks before the US 
and Chinese presidents, Donald 
Trump and Xi Jinping, are expected 
to meet in Argentina on the side-

lines of the Group of 20 summit 
-- a potential occasion for big an-
nouncements on resolving disputes. 
The Washington talks are focusing 

primarily on security, but trade is 
at the heart of tensions between 
the world’s two biggest economies. 
Trump has slapped $250 billion 

worth of tariffs on Chinese goods, 
accusing Beijing of nefarious trad-
ing practices. Retaliatory measures 
quickly followed.

US Sanctions

Iran criticizes EU for slow 
pace in developing entity

TEHRAN

An Iranian deputy foreign minister 
on Friday criticized what he called 
the slow pace of the European 
Union (EU) in developing mecha-
nism to keep Iran’s trade with 
its European partners amid the 
recent U.S. full-scale sanctions.  
Their political stances (against 
the U.S. sanctions) have been very 
good, Abbas Araqchi said. But they 
have so far failed to bring about 
operational approaches and meet 
our expectations. 

Araqchi was alluding to the EU’s 
impending legal entity to facili-
tate legitimate financial transac-
tions with Iran in the face of U.S. 
sanctions.

It is a fact that the Europeans 

moved much slower than we ex-
pected in the direction of intro-
ducing the mechanism, Araqchi 
was quoted as saying.

He expressed the hope that in 
a very near future, this mecha-
nism will be announced and will 
be formally registered in Europe. 
Washington withdrew from Iran’s 
landmark 2015 nuclear deal in 
May and imposed second batch 
of sanctions against Tehran on 
Monday, targeting Iran’s ship-
ping, financial and energy sectors. 
Iran relies heavily on Europeans’ 
assistance against the US pull-
out of the nuclear deal and their  
promises to guarantee Iran’s in-
terests predicted under the 2015 
accord.

Saudi Arabia 
probes possible 
effects of OPEC 
collapse

MOSCOW

Saudi Arabia’s state-funded 
think tank is looking into 
potential effects of the dissolu-
tion of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) amid US pressure over 
oil prices and investments with-
drawal from Saudi Arabia in the 
wake of the killing of journalist. 
The study by the King Abdullah 
Petroleum Studies and Research 
Center (KAPSARC) was part of 
a wider paradigm of rethinking 
the role of the cartel by Saudi 
senior government officials.
However, the research does 
not reflect Riyadh’s willingness 
to leave the organization in the 
near future, according to the 
outlet, citing people familiar with 
the matter. Instead, the study 
was viewed by the Saudi govern-
ment officials as an exercise on 
how markets might react to the 
fall in oil demand which might 
result in the collapse of OPEC 
Saudi officials consider the 
research a high-priority project, 
according to the outlet.

US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis (L) and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (2nd L) meet with Chinese politburo member 
Yang Jiechi (2nd R) and Defense Minister Wei Fenghe (R) for top-level talks in Washington. Photo: AFP

British Prime Minister Theresa May
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Chairman Senate, Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani exchanging views with a Chinese delegation led by Zhung Chunxian, Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of 
the National People’s Congress of China at Parliament House Islamabad on Friday. Photo: PID

Transforming Pak 
as per Iqbal’s vision
No media trial of any politician underway: Fawad

ISLAMABAD

Information Minister Chaudhry Fawad Hussain has said  
that no media trial of any politician is underway now and 
law is equal for anyone and will take its course as well 
as the government has given unprecedented freedom to 
media in the country.

He further said that the government was fully deter-
mined to transform Pakistan as per the vision of the poet 
of the East and the great philosopher Allama Muhammad 
Iqbal. In his message on the Iqbal Day, he said Muhammad 
Iqbal has a great distinction among the modern philoso-
phers as he revived the Islamic Ideologies by responding 
to the western philosophers in an effective manner and 
with a different angle. The 141st birth anniversary of Dr 
Muhammad Iqbal is being celebrated in Pakistan today, 
with national zeal and fervor.

Chaudhry Fawad Hussain urged youth to study poetry 
of Muhammad Iqbal in which he has given a message of 
Khudi and constant struggle to them by adopting pattern of 
Shaheens life. He said our youth can better serve Pakistan 
and Muslim Ummah by following the “Fikr-e-Iqbal”.

Earlier in separate messages, President Dr Arif Alvi and 
Prime Minister Imran Khan urged the youth to understand  
the message of Muhammad Iqbal. The president in his 
message on the eve, has underlined the need of under-
standing the message of Iqbal and following his teachings 
and philosophy to tackle the multifaceted challenges faced 
by the country.

The need to understand his message and following his 
teachings and philosophy was never as great as it is today 
he continued in his message. Khan has advised youth to 
follow footprints of the thinker of Pakistan.

Moscow Moot on Afghanistan

Stakeholders for more consultations under this mechanism
MOSCOW

The Participants of Russian hosted 
conference on Afghanistan, Friday, 
agreed to continue consultations 
within the framework of this mech-
anism. As the second round of the 
Moscow format consultations on 
Afghanistan ended in the Russian 
capital, the Afghan government and 
Taliban still seemed far apart and 
unlikely to negotiate unmediated 
without a breakthrough. Participants 
at the meeting focused on launching 
direct inter-Afghan dialogue aiming 
at stabilization of the country, the 
Russian Foreign Ministry said in 
a final communique following the 
meeting.

Din Mohammad Azizullah, head of 
the Afghan government delegation, 
confirmed that he had brief talks 
with the Taliban members at a work-
ing lunch, characterizing the talks as 
friendly.

But Sher Mohammad Abbas 
Stanikzai, who led the Taliban group, 
reiterated that the Taliban does not 
see the current government in Kabul 
as legitimate. This government 
does not represent the people of 
Afghanistan, so we reject direct con-
tact with them before the problem 
with the U.S. is solved. Therefore, we 
will talk with the Americans, espe-
cially about the withdrawal of troops, 
he said. We met with the American 

side at the negotiating table and 
asked them to leave Afghanistan. But, 
of course, so far these negotiations 
are at a very early stage, we haven’t 

reached an agreement yet, he said. 
The meeting marked the first time 

the Afghan government and Taliban 
meet for direct talks at a high level. 

The conference was held at the 
level of deputy foreign ministers 
and related special representatives. 
Addressing participants at the start 

of the conference, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov said the 
meeting is meant to seek paths to na-
tional reconciliation in Afghanistan.

Khalilzad to visit South Asia, Middle East

WASHINGTON

The US envoy for Afghan reconciliation will visit Afghanistan, Pakistan, the 
United Arab Emirates and Qatar with an American delegation later this 
month, the State Department announced said, amid looming peace talks. 
Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad’s  travel will include talks with Afghan of-
ficials and other interested parties to advance the goal of an intra-Afghan 
dialogue and negotiations that include the Taliban and lead to a sustain-
able peace. A sustainable peace requires that all Afghans have a say in 
their country’s future, the department said.

SWIFT system to disconnect Iranian banks by weekend
PARIS

The Belgium-based SWIFT financial 
messaging service will be discon-
necting some Iranian banks this 
weekend, said SWIFT chief executive 
Gottfried Leibbrandt at an event in 
Paris on Friday. Earlier this week, 
SWIFT had already stated that it 
would be suspending some unspeci-

fied Iranian banks’ access to its mes-
saging system in the interest of the 
stability and integrity of the global 
financial system.

In a brief statement issued earlier 
this week, SWIFT had made no men-
tion of US sanctions coming back 
into effect on some Iranian financial 
institutions on Monday, as part of US 

President Donald Trump’s effort to 
force Iran to curtail its nuclear, mis-
sile and regional activities. SWIFT’s 
statement on November 5 said that 
suspending the Iranian banks access 
to the messaging system was a re-
grettable step but was taken in the 
interest of the stability and integrity 
of the wider global financial system.

UNGA’S adopts Pak 
resolutions with 
overwhelming support

NEW YORK

The UN General Assembly’s First 
Committee has adopted three reso-
lutions proposed by Pakistan with 
overwhelming support, says a press 
release received here today from 
New York. The resolutions focus 
on regional disarmament, con-
ventional arms control at regional 
and subregional levels as well as 
Confidence Building Measures 
(CBMs) in the regional and sub re-
gional context.

Pakistan’s Ambassador at the UN 
Maleeha Lodhi described the adop-
tion of these resolutions with the 
support of an overwhelming ma-
jority of countries as acknowledge-
ment of Pakistan’s commitment to 
promote the objectives of regional 
and global disarmament. She also 

stated that these resolutions rep-
resented Pakistan’s contribution 
to furthering the goals of regional 
and global disarmament within the 
framework of the United Nations 
and demonstrated the country’s 
commitment to strengthening in-
ternational peace and security.

The resolutions highlight the im-
portance of regional approaches 
to disarmament, which comple-
ment global disarmament efforts 
and stress the need to promote 
Confidence Building Measures 
for enhancing regional and inter-
national peace and security. The 
resolution on conventional arms 
control was adopted by a large ma-
jority of 179 countries. India was 
the sole country to vote against the 
resolution.

Koreas to talk on across 
border joint roads survey

SEOUL

South Korea and the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 
agreed Friday to hold working-level 
talks early next week to schedule 
the joint survey of roads across the 
inter-Korean border, according to 
South Korea’s unification ministry. 
Lee Eugene, deputy spokesperson 
of the unification ministry, told a 
regular press briefing that the sec-
ond round of joint road research 
meeting will be held on Monday at 
the inter-Korean liaison office in the 
DPRK’s border town of Kaesong.

During the meeting, the two sides 
would discuss the schedule to con-
duct a joint survey of roads along 
the eastern Korean Peninsula and 
other various issues, the deputy 

spokesperson said.
The first round of the meet-

ing was held on Aug. 13, and the 
joint research group of the two 
Koreas surveyed roads along the 
western peninsula from Kaesong 
to Pyongyang, the DPRK’s capital 
city, for seven days. Lee said South 
Korea will closely consult with the 
U.S. side and the United Nations 
Command on the issue.

South Korea and the DPRK were 
originally scheduled to conduct a 
joint field survey of railways across 
the border in late October, but it 
had yet to be launched because of 
the U.S. stance that the improve-
ment of inter-Korean ties should 
proceed at the same pace as the 
denuclearization talks.

Photo: FILE

Chinaese 
consumer 
inflation 
steady

BEIJING

China’s consumer inflation 
held steady in October, data 
showed Friday, but factory-
gate inflation continued to 
cool, which analysts said 
created room for policy-
makers to maneuver. The 
consumer price index (CPI), a 
main gauge of inflation, rose 
2.5 percent year on year in 
October, unchanged from that 
in September and ending a 
rising streak for four consecu-
tive months, according to data 
from the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS).
The reading was the second 
highest level in the year, 
buoyed by a pick-up in 
non-food prices, the growth 
of which accelerated to 2.4 
percent in October from 2.2 
percent in September. That 
led to a CPI rise of 2.1 percent 
for the first 10 months of the 
year, well below the govern-
ment’s target ceiling of 3 
percent for 2018. NBS official 
Sheng Guoqing attributed the 
stable CPI increase to soften-
ing food prices, which dipped 
0.3 percent month on month 
in October.



The US midterms has stolen 
the headlines this week 
whereas another ‘Texas 
miracle’ was under way 

in Harris county, where 19 African 
American women ran for judge  and 
all won. The 19 black women who 
won included Sandra Peake, Judge 
Ramona Franklin, Judge Maria Jackson, 
Germaine Tanner, Angela Graves-
Harrington, Cassandra Holleman, 
Tonya Jones, Dedra Davis, LaShawn 
Williams, Latosha Lewis Payne, Linda 
Dunson, Toria Finch, Erica Hughes, 
Lucia Bates, Ronnisha Bowman, 
Michelle Moore, Sharon Burney, 
Shannon Baldwin, and Lori Chambers 
Gray.

They campaigned together under 
the slogan “Black Girl Magic” with 
the support of the Harris county 
Democratic party, and united for a 

pre-election photograph inside a 
courtroom. Their victories marked 
an unprecedented level of success for 
black female judicial candidates in 
the county, which includes Houston. 
With a population of more than 4.5 
million, Harris County is bigger than 
24 US states.

About 70% of the population is non-
white. According to figures from an 
analysis by a progressive legal group, 
the American Constitution Society 
found white men make up 30% of 
the Texas population but 58% of 
state court judges. Their victory adds 
to the long lists of firsts across the 
nation, with the most diverse range of 
candidates ever elected to Congress, 
including 111 women. Elected 
country judges in Texas have judicial 
and administrative duties, including 
presiding over minor criminal cases 
and small civil cases. Most of the 
new judges were born and educated 
in Houston and have spent at least a 
decade working in local law firms.

In her bid for election, Germaine 
Tanner, elected to the 311th Family 

Court, described visiting inmates in 
jails for the Fatherhood Project in 
Harris County which aims to empower 
fathers. Another of the new judges, 
Michelle Moore, explained on her 
website a three-pronged approach 
of “rehabilitation, mentorship and 
education” for working with “troubled 
youth”.

The blue sweep across many Harris 
County positions may be attributed 
to straight party voting. Last year, 
Governor Greg Abbott signed House 
Bill 25 into law, eliminating that 
concept. However, the rule doesn’t go 
into effect until 2020. Their record 
achievement comes just two years 
after nine Black women were elected 
judges in Alabama, and in tandem with 
the elections of the most diverse pool 
of political candidates in the history of 
the House of Representatives. 

The Writer is the Assistant Editor 
‘Mélange int’l Magazine’,  The Asian 

Telegraph’ & Project Coordinator 
(COPAIR); a degree holder in 

communication & media sciences.

Texas Miracle & evolving society
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CALIFORNIA: Reality TV star Kim Kardashian-
West was forced to grab much of what she could 
in an hour and flee her home on Thursday night. 
The Keeping Up with the Kardashians star revealed 
that she had just arrived back to her Hidden Hills 
property to find that her neighbourhood was 
under threat from a wildfire that was burning out 
of control.

Kim, 38, had originally filmed the flames from her 
private jet only to find on landing that those flames 
were part of the Woolsey Fire burning near hers 
and Kanye West’s compound, reports people.com. 
Sharing the aerial video she had filmed earlier on 
her Instagram Stories, Kim explained to fans she was 
evacuating and asked them to pray for Calabasas.

Just landed back home and had 1 hour to pack up 
& evacuate our home. I pray everyone is safe, she 
wrote. Kim thanked the first responders for keeping 
the community safe before recording the firetrucks 
and police cars driving down her neighbourhood’s 
streets.

They’re evacuating everyone right now from all 
of our homes, she said in the video as she watched 
on from her car. The widespread fire also impacted 
surrounding areas including Calabasas, where Kim’s 
sister Kourtney lives. 

Emma Thompson wears sneakers at Buckingham Palace
Life Style

Emma Thompson is over wearing heels, no matter where 
she goes. The Love Actually actress proved when she visited 
Buckingham Palace to be honored as a Dame Commander of 
the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire, one of the 
highest honors the royals bestow, wearing sneakers.  That’s 
right, Thompson saved herself from wearing a pair of fancy 
heels that surely would have distracted her during her big 
moment with Prince William. She did, however, wear a fancy 
suit (adorned with a pin supporting equal pay for women) 
that measured up to his royal ensemble.

The two-time Oscar winner looked pretty happy with 
her latest choice to forgo heels. In fact, she was so in the 
moment that she asked William for a smooch, which surely 
would have been frowned upon at the traditional ceremony. 
It was Thompson’s choice of footwear for the day, rather 
than words, that stole much of the attention on social media. 
Etiquette expert William Hanson was particularly appalled, 
but Thompson’s fans were delighted. Apparently Emma 
Thompson wearing trainers at the Palace makes her some kind 
of revolutionary as she collects a Damehood from a member 
of our archaic hereditary monarchy, the ultimate symbol of 
class divisions, privilege and elitism. AGENCIES

MONITORING DESK

Gwadar & regional growth

Leader of visiting 5 member Chinese parliamentary delegation has very rightly 
pointed out that trade is highly important for the economic development of both 
the countries Pakistan and China. Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of 
National People’s Congress (NPC) Zhang Chunxian is of the view that Gwadar 

will further accelerate regional growth and development and underscores the need for 
institutional cooperation at parliamentary other levels. According to him high investment 
in the industrial sectors in Gwadar would not only bring prosperity to Gwadar but also 
to Balochistan. China assures students from Balochistan will be given technical skills to 
enable them to benefit from the local employment opportunities. The visiting Chinese 
parliamentary delegation held a detailed meeting with Chairman Senate who also hails 
from Balochistan province. Sadiq Sanjrani is of the viewpoint that Gwadar has the potential 
to push forward the regional development agenda as envisaged by China and Pakistan.

Gwadar recently hosted the Asian Parliamentary Assembly Standing Committee on 
Political Affairs and over100 delegates from 23 Asia countries participated in the meeting. 
In future’s port city of Gwadar which is a testimony to the fact that Asian countries 
acknowledge the role Gwadar in the overall socio-economic development of the region. 
Under Chinese government’s green Gwadar project one million trees will be planted in 
Gwadar. The agenda of domestic reforms of the Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) current 
government including improving governance , poverty alleviation and anti-corruption 
resonates closely with President Xi’s agenda of national development. Therefore, Sanjrani 
also praises Chinese President Xi Jinping’s vision of shared prosperity and specially the 
steps taken for social development through millions of people have been lifted out of 
poverty by improving their standard of life.

originally denied access to the remains. After obtaining 
permission from the tribe, Willerslev conducted genetic 
analysis of the bones in 2016 showing that the mummy 
was most closely related to Native Americans. As a 
result, the body was handed over to the Fallon Paiute-
Shoshone Tribe and reburied.

The findings come as part of a much larger 
international study that traced the historical movement 
of humans through North and South America. Extensive 
DNA analysis of human remains.

Origin of world’s oldest mummy revealed
COPENHAGEN: Ancient DNA sequencing has 

definitively shown that the world’s oldest natural 
mummy a 10,700-year-old skeleton discovered in 
Nevada nearly 80 years ago was Native American. 
While tracing the migrations of ancient humans 
through the Americas, a team led by Eske Willerslev, 
professor in ecology and evolution at the University 
of Cambridge, confirmed that the Spirit Cave 
mummy, the oldest mummy found in North America, 
is an ancient ancestor of the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone 
tribe.

The mummy, a 40-year-old male at time of death, 
was first discovered in 1940 by Sydney and George 
Wheeler in a dry cave in Nevada, wrapped in a blanket 
and matting made of reeds. The arid conditions had 
helped preserve the remains, with the head remaining 
completely intact, and the remains were moved to the 
Nevada State Museum. In 1996, radiocarbon dating 
showed that the remains were approximately 9,400 
years old, making it the oldest mummy in North 
America. A year later, the Fallon Paiute-Shoshone 
tribe made a claim to repatriate the bones but were 

Tech

AGENCIES

The triangular, tubular and rectangular shapes are 
designed and built using a method known as DNA 
origami. Here, the base pairing properties of DNA’s 
four nucleotides are used to engineer and fabricate 
DNA origami nanostructures (DONs), which self-
assemble and preferentially accumulate in kidneys. The 
interdisciplinary collaboration between nano medicine 
and the DNA nanotechnology team has led to a novel 
application -- applying DNA origami nanostructures to 
treat acute kidney injury. It represents a new horizon 
for DNA nanotechnology research.

Kim Kardashian forced to evacuate home
Showbiz

Healing kidneys with nanotechnology
Health

NEWS DESK

Each year, there are some 13.3 million new cases of 
acute kidney injury (AKI), formerly known as acute 
renal failure a serious affliction emerge and the ailment 
produces a rapid buildup of nitrogenous wastes and 
decreases urine output, usually within hours or days 
of disease onset. Severe complications often ensue. 
AKI is responsible for 1.7 million deaths annually. In 
new research, the researchers in China describe a 
new method for treating and preventing AKI. Their 
technique involves the use of tiny, self-assembling 
forms measuring just billionths of a meter in diameter. 

Life & Style

Saima Zaman



KARACHI: The stock market had a 
lackluster session on Friday as it closed 
flat with a meagre gain of 22 points 
because of a lack of positive triggers. 
Investors continued to wait for clarity 
on the Chinese bailout package and 
negative sentiments of the preceding 
day were also reflected in Friday’s 
trading.  

The day kicked off on a negative note, 
resulting in the index shedding over 
100 points in early hours. However, it 
made a comeback by the close of first 
half.  In the second half, the index rose 
rapidly and crossed the 41,500-point 
mark multiple times before weak 
investor sentiments dragged it down. 
Amid the uncertainty, all index-heavy 

sectors closed in the black except 
for the exploration and production 
(E&P) sector. At the end of trading, 
the benchmark KSE 100-share Index 
recorded an increase of 21.50 points or 
0.05% to settle at 41,388.88.

Overall, trading volumes decreased 

to 219.6 million shares compared 
with Thursday’s tally of 224.7 million. 
The value of shares traded during the 
day was Rs8.9 billion.  Shares of 369 
companies were traded. At the end of 
the day, 217 stocks closed higher, 126 
declined and 26 remained unchanged.  

The Bank of Punjab was the volume 
leader with 25.8 million shares, 
gaining Rs0.01 to close at Rs13.48. It 
was followed by Siddiqsons Tin Plate 
with 19.6 million shares, losing Rs0.17 
to close at Rs18.94 and K-Electric with 
16.2 million shares, gaining Rs0.14 to 
close at Rs6.08. Foreign institutional 
investors were net sellers of Rs854.3 
million worth of shares during the 
trading session, according to data 
compiled by the National Clearing 
Company of Pakistan.

The KSE-100 index opened 35 points 
down with negligible volumes. Selling 
pressure was evident from activity 
in steel, cement, financial and E&P 
sectors. The E&P sector bore the brunt 
of declining crude oil prices.

SINGAPORE: Oil markets stabilized on 
Friday but remained weak as rising supply 
and concerns of an economic slowdown 
pressured prices, with US crude down by 
around 20 percent since early October.  US 
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude oil 
futures were at $65.73 per barrel at 0629 

GMT, 6 cents above their 
last settlement. WTI is set 
for a fifth weekly fall, down 
4 percent so far this week.  
Front-month Brent crude 
oil futures were at $70.84 
a barrel, 19 cents above 
their last close. Still, Brent 
is poised for an almost 3 
percent drop for the week, 
its fifth straight week of 

decline.  Both Brent and WTI have fallen 
by around 20 percent from the four-year 
highs they reached in early October.

Oil prices .are now officially in a bear 
market, having declined 20 percent 
from their (October) peak, said William 
O’Loughlin, investment analyst at 

Australia’s Rivkin Securities. Analysts said 
the main downward price pressure came 
from rising supply, despite the US sanctions 
against Iran that were imposed this week, 
as well as concerns over an economic 
slowdown. As OPEC exports continue to 
rise, inventories continue to build which is 
putting downward pressure on oil prices, 
analysts at Bernstein Energy said.  A 
slowdown in the global economy remains 
the key downside risk to oil, Bernstein 
added. Traders said a glut in the refining 
sector, where a wave of unsold gasoline has 
pulled down profit margins into negative 
territory, may also lead to a slowdown in 
new feedstock crude orders, as refiners 
scale back operations to work down excess 
supply.

LONDON: Official figures show that 
the British economy grew in the third 
quarter of the year at its fastest pace 
for nearly two years. The Office for 
National Statistics said Friday that the 
economy expanded by a quarterly rate 
of 0.6 percent in the July to September 

period. That’s up from 
the previous quarter’s 
0.4 percent and the 
highest recorded since 
the fourth quarter of 
2016, just after the 
country voted to leave 
the European Union.

The statistics agency 
said the hot summer 
weather helped boost 

consumer spending, particularly of food 
and drink. The high growth figure for the 
July-September quarter means Britain’s 
economy grew faster than the 0.2 percent 
quarterly tick recorded by the 19-country 
eurozone during the period.

SAO PAULO: The 20th race of the Grand Prix in 
2018 Formula 1 World Championship will take place 
in Brazil over the weekend. The qualifying round will 
be held in Sao Paulo on Saturday, and the race will start 
on Sunday at 1610GMT. The race will be held at the 
Autodromo Jose Carlos Pace, a motor racing track of 
4,309 kilometers (2,677 miles) in length, comprising 
71 laps. The champion of the season, Mercedes’ British 
driver Lewis Hamilton won 10 races, while Ferrari’s 
German driver Sebastian Vettel was victorious in five 
races. Hamilton became champion in the Mexico race 
on Oct. 28 with 358 points followed by Vettel with 294 
points. Hamilton become the champion for the fifth 
time after Juan Manuel Fangio and Michael Schumacher. 
Australian driver Daniel Ricciardo of Red Bull-TAG Heuer 
team beat his opponents in two races.
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climbed 13 percent in the first 10 
months of 2018, versus the same 
period last year.

In the same period, the airline’s 
seat occupancy rate passenger 
load factor surged 3 percentage 
points to 82.2 percent. Cargo/
mail carried during 10 months 
increased by 25 percent and 
exceeded 1 million tons,  the 
statement read. Turkish Airlines 
stated that it achieved 83.4 
percent of monthly load factor 
for October.

Turkish Airlines carries over 64m passengers in Jan-Oct

MONITORING DESK

ISTANBUL: Turkish national flag 
carrier Turkish Airlines carried 
more than 64 million passengers 
from January to October, the 
company announced on Friday. The 
total number of passengers carried 

by the airline rose 10 percent year-
on-year in the 10-month period, the 
airline said in a statement.

Turkish Airlines said that the 
number of international passengers 
excluding transit passengers -- 

BEIJING: Argentinean central bank has that it 
would nearly double its currency swap deal with 
China, bringing the total to 130 billion yuan ($18.7 
billion), as Beijing looks to expand its influence in the 
recession-struck Latin American country. Central Bank 
President Guido Sandleris, who was in China finalizing 
the agreement, said that the deal for 70 billion yuan 
would be expanded by 60 billion yuan, according to a 
bank spokesman. The agreement is practically done, 

minus some formal details to finalize the process, Sandleris said. Argentina and China first agreed to a currency 
swap program to boost its dwindling reserves in 2009 under former President Cristina Fernandez. Last year, 
under President Mauricio Macri, they agreed to extend the program for three more years.

China has used currency deals, financing for infrastructure projects and other investments to expand its influence 
in Argentina and across Latin America.

Argentina expands China currency swap
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ABU DHABI: Pakistan beat New Zealand by six 
wickets in the second day-night international in Abu 
Dhabi on Friday but the match was overshadowed by 
a worrying injury to opening batsman Imam-ul-Haq 
who was taken to hospital after being hit by a short ball. 

Imam, on 16, was forced to retire after a short delivery 
from fast bowler Lockie Ferguson hit the grille of his 
helmet, making him dizzy before he was taken to 
hospital in an ambulance.

Team management said Imam will undergo CT scans 
and will be monitored for the next 48 hours. On the 

pitch, pace bowler Shaheen Shah Afridi recorded his 
career best bowling while opener Fakhar Zaman hit a 
half century to help Pakistan to a series-levelling victory.

Shaheen´s 4-38 kept New Zealand down to 209-9 in 
their 50 overs before Zaman returned to form with a 
run-a-ball 88 for his seventh fifty to guide Pakistan to 
their target for the loss of four wickets in 40.3 overs.

Veteran batsman Ross Taylor top-scored for New 
Zealand with a laborious 120-ball 86 not out and added 
75 for the fifth wicket with Henry Nicholls, who made 
a gruelling 33 off 63 balls. 

MELAN: Chelsea will face two-time finalists Paris St-
Germain in the Women’s Champions League quarter-
finals. The last remaining Women’s Super League side 
are looking to reach their second successive semi-final 
in Europe’s top club competition.

Chelsea have played in Europe for the last three 
seasons and been knocked out by German side 
Wolfsburg each time. They will meet again in the last 
four if Chelsea win and Wolfsburg beat Lyon in a repeat 
of the 2018 final.

Friday’s quarter-final draw was followed by pairings 
for the last four. Barcelona will face Norwegian club 
LSK Kvinner in the quarters, with Slavia Praha taking 
on Bayern Munich. The first legs will be played on 
either 20 or 21 March 2019, with return games 
played a week later.
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Benchmark index inches up 21.50 points to settle at 41,388.88
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