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China visit successful more 
than expectations: PM
Federal cabinet approves prisoner exchange agreement with UK

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Thursday informed the federal cabi-
net that his maiden official visit to 
China was more successful than ex-
pected and that the host country has 
assured every kind of assistance to 
Pakistan. The prime minister, while 
briefing the cabinet, said that for the 
first time in the history of Pak-China 
bilateral relationship, the latter as-
sured the former its full support in 
the agriculture sector.

The federal cabinet approved on 
Thursday an agreement pertaining 
to the exchange of prisoners with the 
United Kingdom. The prime minister 
was heading a session of the federal 
cabinet today, in which several issues 
were discussed. The PM also took the 

cabinet into confidence over the deci-
sions taken by the National Security 
Committee. The cabinet approved a 
21-point agenda, and reviewed the 
implementation of decisions taken 
during cabinet meetings in the past.

In October, Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Accountability 
Shahzad Akbar had met British 
Home Secretary Sajid Javid in 
London to discuss issues related to 
the provision of mutual legal assis-

tance, extradition requests, prisoner 
transfer agreement and steps to curb 
money laundering as well as recov-
ery of assets acquired through illegal 
means.

The federal cabinet also gave the 
green signal to a two-way agreement 
to promote diplomatic relations with 
Nigeria. The federal cabinet also gave 
a go-ahead to the appointment of a 
chairman at the Trading Corporation 
of Pakistan, and sanctioned the issu-
ance of a charter license to new air-
line Liberty Air Ltd. While approving 
the interior ministry’s appeal to take 
suspicious persons into custody, the 
cabinet gave approval for protective 
custody of Rasool Khan, Waseem 
Akhtar, Abbas Hafeez, Mohammad 
Mushtaq and Sajjad Ali Mohra.

Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs meeting of the Federal Cabinet at PM Office Islamabad on Thursday. Photo: PID

Pak concerned over Indian 
nuclear submarine patrol
Ready-to-fire 
nuclear warheads 
deployment a matter 
of concern for entire 
int’l community: FO

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has taken notice of a first 
deterrence patrol of an India nu-
clear submarine and subsequent 
self-congratulatory messages in 
India. The development marks the 
first actual deployment of ready-
to-fire nuclear warheads in South 
Asia which is a matter of concern 
not only for the Indian Ocean littoral 
states but also for the international 
community at large.

Earlier this week, New Delhi had 
said that its first domestically built 
nuclear-powered submarine had 
recently completed a deterrence 
patrol, giving it the capability to fire 
nuclear weapons from land, air, and 
sea in the event of any misadven-
ture by enemies.

Foreign Office Spokesperson Dr 
Mohammad Faisal said during his 
weekly briefing here on Thursday 

that the bellicose language em-
ployed by the top Indian leadership 
highlights the threats to strategic 
stability in South Asia and raises 
questions about responsible nu-
clear stewardship in India. Dr Faisal 
said the increased frequency of mis-
sile tests by India, aggressive pos-
turing and deployment of nuclear 
weapons calls for an assessment 
of the non-proliferation benefits 
resulting from Indian membership 
of the Missile Technology Control 
Regime.

Pakistan is committed to the ob-
jective of strategic stability in South 
Asia and believes that the only way 
forward for both countries is to 
agree on measures for nuclear and 
missile restraint, he said. 

At the same time no one should 
be in doubt about Pakistan’s re-
solve and capabilities to meet the 
challenges posed by the latest de-
velopments both in the nuclear and 
conventional realms in South Asia, 
the spokesperson asserted. To a 
question, Dr Faisal also expressed 
concern over continuing atroci-
ties by Indian forces in occupied 
Kashmir.

President Xi meets Henry Kissinger

US-China relations demand strategic 
thinking & foresight

BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinping met 
with former US Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger in Beijing Thursday. 
Calling Kissinger an old friend of 
Chinese people, Xi hailed the his-
toric contribution he has made to 
China-US relations. We will not for-
get that, Xi told Kissinger.

Despite twists and turns, Sino-US 
relations have generally maintained 
steady progress over the past four 
decades, Xi said.

As the world today is undergoing 
unprecedented changes that have 
not been seen in the past 100 years, 
it is the international community’s 
expectation that China-U.S. relations 
will continue to move forward in the 

right direction, the Chinese president 
said. I have agreed with President 
Trump to meet during the upcom-
ing G20 summit in Argentina, where 

the two sides can have an in-depth 
exchange of views on issues of com-
mon concern, Xi said.

It is noteworthy that negative 

voices concerning China have been 
rising for some time in the United 
States, Xi said, adding the two coun-
tries should have a precise judgment 
of each other’s strategic intentions. 
China sticks to the road of peaceful 
development, and is still committed 
to the building of a relationship with 
the United States that features no 
conflicts, no confrontation, mutual 
respect and win-win cooperation, 
Xi said.

On the basis of equality and mutual 
benefits, and in the spirit of mutual 
understanding and mutual compro-
mise, China is willing to properly re-
solve issues emerging in bilateral ties 
through friendly consultations with 
the United States, he said. 

First Time in Decades

Taliban, US to join 
Russia conference

ISLAMABAD

The United States and the Taliban 
are both set to attend for the first 
time a multilateral conference 
Russia will host Friday in Moscow 
to discuss how to achieve peace 
and national reconciliation in 
Afghanistan. 

Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman, Maria Zakharova, said on 
the eve of the meeting that dele-
gates from 12 countries, including 
the US will participate in the second 
Moscow format consultations. She 
emphasized the conference is solely 
aimed at facilitating a conducive at-
mosphere for bilateral or multilat-
eral dialogue formats to promote a 
negotiated solution to the Afghan 
problem as soon as possible.

Washington had turned down 

the invitation to the first meeting 
Moscow hosted last year, while 
the Taliban also had stayed away 
from it. 

A State Department spokesper-
son confirmed on Wednesday that 
in coordination with the Afghan 
government, the U.S. embassy in 
Moscow will send a representative 
to the working level to observe the 
discussions. 

China, Pakistan, Iran, India, 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Afghanistan, Kazakhstan and 
Turkmenistan are among other 
participants. 

The Afghan government refused 
to send its officials to the meeting 
but has allowed a delegation of the 
country’s High Peace Council to 
take part in the event.

Indian forces’ unprovoked firing

Sepoy martyred at  
LoC: ISPR

RAWALPINDI

A sepoy of Pakistan Army was mar-
tyred due to unprovoked firing by 
Indian forces in the Thub Sector of 
the restive Line of Control (LoC). 
The Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) in a statement said that the 
martyred soldier Sepoy Zaheer 
Ahmed belonged to Sultanpur vil-
lage of Bhimber district. He is sur-
vived by a widow. Pakistan Army 
troops retaliated effectively and en-
gaged [the] enemy’s posts involved 
in [the] unprovoked firing.

Ceasefire violations are a frequent 

feature along the LoC and Working 
Boundary despite the leadership 
of Pakistan Rangers and India’s 
Border Security Forces agreeing in 
November 2017 that the spirit of 
the 2003 Ceasefire Agreement must 
be revived to protect innocent lives.

Unprovoked firing by Indian 
forces across the LoC had taken 
832 lives, left 3,000 injured and 
had damaged 3,300 houses in 
the first half of 2017, accord-
ing to the director general of the 
Disaster Management Authority, 
Zaheeruddin Qureshi.

Pak-IMF conclude 2nd round of talks

ISLAMABAD: The second round of talks between the technical team of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and Pakistan concluded here on 
Thursday. In the session, the power division officials apprised the visiting 
IMF delegation about the recent rise in electricity prices. The delegation 
which arrived on October 7 will be in the country for two weeks to hold talks 
regarding a possible bailout package. According to sources, data regarding 
the different sectors of the economy was shared with the IMF team today. 
The second phase of talks between Pakistan and IMF will commence from 
Monday and the discussion to focus on different policy matter. 
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Pak-US ties beyond 
Afghanistan, ‘do more’
FO takes up Dr Aafia’s complaints with US authorities: FM Qureshi

MULTAN

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi said on Thursday that  
the US diplomat Alice Wells had 
good meetings with various stake-
holders during her recent visit to 
Pakistan. bilateral discussions held 
between the two sides show that 
the Pakistan-US relationship has 
moved beyond just Afghanistan and 
‘do more’. He attributed the positive 
environment for discussions to his 
meetings with US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo.

The subject of bilateral coopera-
tion in energy and other areas was 
also discussed during the meetings, 
the minister added while speaking 
to reporters here. Asked for an up-
date on the government’s efforts to 
create a new province comprising 
the southern part of Punjab, the 
foreign minister said the issue re-
quired legislation, a constitutional 
amendment and political consensus. 
The government is trying to move 
forward on all three fronts, and two 
committees have been formed for 
the purpose, he said. Qureshi said 
the Balochistan chief minister had 
promised him a positive response 
on the issue. The PPP has already 
said it would not object to the issue 
and while the PML-N does not ap-
parently oppose the new province, 
there is a need for talks with the 
party to know its actual preferences, 
he added.

The PTI had included the forma-
tion of a new province in south 
Punjab to their election manifesto 
in May this year while absorbing 
a political party calling itself the 
Junoobi Punjab Suba Mahaz (JPSM; 
the South Punjab Province Front).Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi talking to media in Multan on Thursday. Photo: PID

EU tariff threats against Asian autocrats risk backfiring
NEW YORK

The European Union is threatening to 
slap tariffs on Asian leaders who abuse 
their power, a move that risks upend-
ing several key garment-producing na-
tions in the region. Last month, the EU 
told Cambodia it would start the pro-
cess of withdrawing tariff-free access 
for most goods under the Everything 
But Arms initiative, saying its July elec-
tion was marked by harassment and 

intimidation. The bloc is threatening to 
do the same for Myanmar due to geno-
cide allegations, and a Reuters report 
said Sri Lanka may be next on the list.

If the EU follows through, the moves 
risk hurting garment sectors that em-
ploy nearly two million labourers, 
most of whom are women. In all three 
countries, the initiative has made the 
EU as one of their biggest export mar-
kets for garments, generating billions 

of dollars in revenues annually.
Human rights activists have ap-

plauded the EU, which is increasingly 
taking a leadership role on humanitar-
ian issues from a more inward-looking 
US under President Donald Trump. At 
the same time, some in the business 
community see the moves as counter-
productive, and analysts doubt they 
will lead to major changes.

China, in particular, could step in to 

offset any export losses from nations 
hit with new EU tariffs, according to 
Mr Murray Hiebert, a senior associate 
of the South-east Asia Programme 
at the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies in Washington. 
Putting pressure on governments to 
respect human rights is very impor-
tant, but to use sanctions as one size 
fits all will risk marginalising the EU in 
giant swaths of Asia, Mr Hiebert said. 

Pak team in China to 
finalise relief package

ISLAMABAD

A high-level delegation from 
Pakistan has left for China on 
Thursday to finalise a potential 
relief package to inject in the 
country. The delegation includes 
secretaries of finance, trade and 
planning, as well as the governor 
of the State Bank of Pakistan. The 
delegation will hold talks with 
Chinese officials to finalise a pos-
sible economic package, in a follow-
up to Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
five-day visit to China last week. 
Discussions will also be held per-
taining to Pakistan-made products’ 
access to the Chinese markets.

Finance Minister Asad Umar ear-
lier this week confirmed that talks 
were held with China for a relief 
package during the prime minis-
ter’s visit, and that the two sides 

agreed on continuing discussions 
in this regard. He said that the talks 
were not limited to a financial pack-
age, but also encompassed long-
term partnership and investment 
with China.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Hua Chunying, during a 
press briefing on Wednesday, re-
affirmed China and Pakistan as 
all-weather strategic cooperative 
partners, saying that the countries’ 
bilateral relations had been run-
ning at a high standard. China has 
been providing utmost assistance 
to Pakistan as its capacity allows. 
We will continue to offer assistance 
and support within our capacity to 
Pakistan for its economic and social 
development in light of its needs 
and upon agreement by both sides, 
the spokesperson said. 

European shares hit 
one-month high

BRUSSELS

European shares rallied to one-month 
highs on Thursday, extending gains 
following the U.S. midterm elections, 
as strong results from SocGen and 
Commerzbank and France’s Sodexho 
soothed concerns about slowing cor-
porate earnings. 

The pan-European STOXX 600 
was up 0.6 percent at 0854 GMT, ex-
tending the previous session’s gains 
and after hitting its highest since 
October 10. The leading index of euro 
zone stocks rose 0.4 percent with 
Germany’s DAX up 0.4 percent and 

France’s CAC 40 0.4 percent higher.
The banking and insurance indexes 

.SX7P were among the top perform-
ing sectors, each up 1.1 percent, with 
travel and leisure. 

Shares in the world’s second-
biggest catering company jumped 6 
percent to their highest since March 
and on track for their best day since 
July. Italy’s third-largest lender Banco 
BPM jumped 7.6 percent after its 
third-quarter net profit beat fore-
casts thanks to lower costs and an 
asset sale that helped offset flat fees 
and falling interest income.

PM May dives into diplomacy to clinch Brexit deal
LONDON/BRUSSELS

British Prime Minister Theresa May 
steps up attempts to court European 
support for a draft Brexit deal on 
Thursday (Nov 8) as negotiations 
on securing a smooth British divorce 
from the world’s biggest trading bloc 
enter their final stages. She will meet 
three other European Union leaders in 
Brussels at a Nato dinner on Thursday 
and have lunch with French President 
Emmanuel Macron on Friday. EU offi-
cials and diplomats tried to play down 
speculation on an imminent deal after 
an Austrian newspaper report that a 
deal could be reached in the coming 
days sent the pound higher.

Some diplomats said they felt more 

optimistic than earlier in the week 
about seeing a deal completed this 
month. But one senior EU official told 
Reuters: A deal is certainly not done. 
There’s a bit of progress on the back-
stop but we’ve no idea if it will fly in 

London. Both sides are still talking, 
which is good, but we haven’t been 
told that a deal is imminent.

Irish Foreign Minister Simon 
Coveney, whose country insists on a 
backstop clause to avoid disruption on 
its land border with the British prov-
ince of Northern Ireland, said not by a 
long shot should an imminent break-
through be taken for granted.

 Even a deal among Mrs May and 
her fractious ministers would not 
necessarily mean the EU would fall 
in line, he said. For their part, British 
officials weighed in also, with Foreign 
Secretary Jeremy Hunt saying to get a 
deal within seven days was probably 
pushing it and a government source 

saying that Mrs May would prob-
ably not gather her Cabinet until next 
week.

Nonetheless, with both sides believ-
ing a deal must be done in the coming 
weeks to ensure a smooth withdrawal 
in March, talks have become intense. 
Mrs May’s interior minister Sajid 
Javid said: Clearly we’re in the closing 
stages... The next few days, the next 
couple of weeks, they will be very 
important. Speculation of an immi-
nent deal, after months of deadlock 
over trade arrangements that could 
keep the Irish border open, mounted 
as Mrs May’s office announced she 
would meet several European leaders 
over dinner in Brussels on Thursday.

Financing association set up 
for Chinese digital economy

HANGZHOU

Over 50 companies and institu-
tions on Thursday set up the 
China Digital Economy Investment 
and Financing Association during 
the ongoing fifth World Internet 
Conference in eastern China’s 
Zhejiang Province. Initiators of the 
association include Chinese tech 
giants Alibaba, Tencent and Baidu, 
U.S. venture capital firm Sequoia 
Capital and the National Computer 
Network Emergency Response 
Technical Team Coordination 
Center (CNCERT).

It is aimed at facilitating financ-
ing and investment in the sector 
by functioning as a platform for 
negotiations between govern-
ments, companies and investors, 
according to officials. China’s digi-
tal economy reached 27.2 trillion 

yuan (nearly 4 trillion U.S. dollars) 
in 2017, according to a report re-
leased during the World Internet 
Conference. 

The sector recorded 6,000 in-
vestment and financing events last 
year, involving a total of 1 trillion 
yuan, thus the need for improving 
financial services in this sector, 
said Wu Tienan, an official with 
the Cyberspace Administration of 
China.
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Despite enjoying close and 
cordial relations, the bilat-
eral trade volume between 
Pakistan and South Korea has 

been lower than the existing potential. This 
volume has not touched the tune millions 
of dollars as per available statistics, imports 
from Pakistan in South Korea increased to 
31631 USD THO in February from $ 15111 
in January of 2017. Imports from Pakistan 
in South Korea averaged $ 24808.85 from 
2014 until 2017, reaching an all time high 
of $ 39131 in June of 2015 and a record low 
of $ 15111 in January of 2017. 

Similarly, exports to Pakistan in South 
Korea increased to $ 74836 in February 
from $ 66713 in January of 2017. Exports 
to Pakistan in South Korea averaged $ 
67053.65 from 2014 until 2017, reaching 
an all time high of $ 83264 in December 
of 2016 and a record low of $ 54202 

in August of 2015. However, both the 
countries have an urge to increase the 
trade volume by enhancing bilateral 
economic cooperation.

Now both the countries held the 10th 
round bilateral policy consultations in 
Seoul and agreed in principle for the 
need of high level visits from RoK to 
Pakistan to establish closer cooperation 
in various fields of economic reform and 
regional peace and security. Pakistan side 
welcomed the designation of Pakistan as 
a priority partner for Korean Economic 
Development Cooperation.  Enhancing 
cooperation in culture, education as 
well as in new fields such as forestry 
and climate change initiatives were also 
discussed. 

Discussions were also held regarding 
regional security situations in south 
Asia and the Korean Peninsula. Pakistan 
highlighted the importance of resolution 
of Kashmir Dispute for peace in South Asia 
and the Korean side briefed on the positive 
developments for establishment of ‘peace 
regime’ on the Korean peninsula. 

The 10th Round of Bilateral Policy 
Consultations provided a useful platform 

to review progress in various fields and 
to set trajectory for further cooperation 
between the two sides. The Foreign 
Secretary also interacted with members 
of the Pakistani community who had 
contributed funds for the Dam Fund. 
She thanked them for their generous 
contribution to this national cause.

During the discussions between 
the Foreign Secretaries, the two sides 
reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral 
relations and identified opportunities 
and possibilities for further deepening 
the relations in all fields, especially in the 
spheres of trade, investment, education, 
culture and parliamentary exchanges.

Foreign Secretary Tehmina Janjua 
headed the Pakistan delegation while 1st 
Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs of Korea 
Cho Hyun led the Korean side in the 
consultations. Before the Consultations, 
the Foreign Secretary met with the Foreign 
Minister, Kang Kyung-Wha and exchanged 
views on the need for closer cooperation 
between the two friendly countries.

Writer is Editor Asian Telegraph 
& Melange, International Magazine.

arshans21@yahoo.com

Enhancing Pak-S Korea economic cooperation 
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LOS ANGELES: Hollywood’s former golden 
couple Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt are set 
to go head-to-head next month in a private 
trial over custody of their children. Jolie, who 
currently holds the primary physical custody 
of their six children, is seeking for sole physical 
custody. Pitt, meanwhile, wants a 50-50 joint 
custody.

The custody trial, which will take two to 
three weeks, is reportedly slated to begin on 
December. 4. The two have requested the aid 
of a private judge to ask a Los Angeles Superior 
Court Judge to give them until June next year to 
handle their divorce. Aside from their custody 
battle, the private judge will have to sort out 
their property settlement. The arrangement 
over their assets, liabilities and financial 
resources will be of importance as the two do 
not have a prenup, as stated in the report.

Jolie and Pratt tied the knot in 2014. Two 
years later, on Sept. 20, 2016, Jolie filed for 
divorce.

The two have three biological children 
together, Shiloh and twins Knox and Vivienne. 
They have also adopted three children, 
Maddox, Pax and Zahara.

Alexandria youngest woman ever elected to US Congress
Life Style

NEW YORK: Progressive 
Democrat Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez has become the youngest 
woman ever elected to US 
Congress by wining seat from 
New York district. Ocasio-Cortez 
easily prevailed in the heavily 
Democratic district against 
Republican opponent Anthony 
Pappas, a St. John’s University 
professor. The 29-year-old political 
newcomer made headlines 
nationwide in June when she 
unexpectedly defeated 10-term Rep. Joe Crowley in the Democratic primary.  This is what is possible when 
everyday people come together in the collective realization that all our actions … are powerful, worthwhile and 
capable of lasting change, Ocasio-Cortez said in her victory speech. 

Words cannot express my gratitude to every organizer, every small-dollar donor, every working parent and 
Dreamer who helped make this movement happen, she added. And that’s exactly what this is, not a campaign 
or an Election Day but a movement … for social, economic and racial justice. The millennial Latina, born to a 
Puerto Rican mom and Bronxite dad, famously worked as a bartender just months before winning her primary 
and had never previously held political office. She garnered former President Barack Obama’s endorsement for 
the general election. AGENCIES

MONITORING DESK

Iqbal’s philosophy remedy for 
challenges, problems

Allama Muhammad Iqbal was a visionary poet who conceived the idea of 
separate homeland for the Muslims of the sub-continent that was ultimately 
materialized in the shape of Pakistan. Prior the passage of Pakistan resolu-
tion Allama Iqbal’s philosophical and poetic writings were instrumental in 

formation and molding of public opinion. The dream of Allama Iqbal was a great blessing 
for the Muslims of the sub-continent and added that his poetic message roused and 
strengthened the spirit and will of the Muslims to get independent and separate home-
land for them where they could live according to their religious, culture and traditions. 
Allama Iqbal visualized the suffering of Ummah and masses that led to their meltdown 
and also proposed recipe for their revival and regaining the lost glory of the Muslims. He 
based his thoughts on the Holy Quran and prompted humanity in his interpretations. He 
awakened the Muslims from disillusionment and reminded them about the future. The 
Muslim Ummah in general and Pakistan in particular today is confronting tremendous 
problems and challenges that could be overcome through the proposed remedies by 
Hakeem-ul-Ummah, Allama Muhammad Iqbal. Allama Iqbal was the great proponent of 
unity of Muslim Ummah and reliance on their resources and strength. Much of today’s 
problems will simply vanish by following the teachings of Allama Iqbal and strictly 
following Islamic ways of life. Iqbal’s vision of Islamic society was universal and transcended 
beyond limits of territorial boundaries and barriers of nationhood. His vision of Islam was global, 
encompassing every colour and race of humanity. The extremism and bigotry had no place in the 
Allama Iqbal scheme of things and he wanted Muslims to be moderate, peaceful and enlightened 
so that their deeds convince non-Muslims to develop penchant for Islam.

According to the new findings, each Kordylewski 
cloud is about 15 by 10 degrees wide, or equal to 30 
by 20 lunar disks in the night sky. This translates to an 
area in space about 65,000 by 45,000 miles in actual 
size—nearly nine times wider than Earth.The clouds 
themselves are enormous, but the individual particles 
that comprise them are estimated to measure just a 
micrometer across. Sunlight reflecting off these particles 
makes them glow ever so slightly.

Earth has two extra, hidden ‘moons’
WARSA: Earth’s moon may not be alone. 

After more than half a century of speculation 
and controversy, Hungarian astronomers and 
physicists say they have finally confirmed 
the existence of two Earth-orbiting moons 
entirely made of dust. A team of astronomers 
managed to capture snapshots of the 
mysterious clouds lurking just 250,000 miles 
away, roughly the same distance as the moon. 
Researchers previously inferred the presence 
of multiple natural companions to Earth, 
but the dust clouds weren’t actually seen 
until 1961, when their namesake, Polish 
astronomer Kazimierz Kordylewski, got a 
glimpse. Even then, their presence was questioned.

The Kordylewski clouds are two of the toughest 
objects to find, and though they are as close to Earth 
as the moon, are largely overlooked by researchers in 
astronomy, says study coauthor Judit Slíz-Balogh, an 
astronomer at Eötvös Loránd University in Hungary. 
It is intriguing to confirm that our planet has dusty 
pseudo-satellites in orbit alongside our lunar neighbor. 

Tech

AGENCIES

men are at greater risk of heart attack than women, but 
several studies have suggested that certain risk factors 
have more of an impact on the risk in women than in 
men. To look more closely at this association, researchers 
looked at data on almost half a million people enrolled 
in the UK Biobank -- a database of biological information 
from British adults. The 471,998 people had no history 
of cardiovascular disease, were aged 40 to 69 years and 
56% of them were women. Over an average of seven 
years, 5,081 people (29% of whom were women) had 
their first heart attack.

Angelina, Brad to battle over custody of kids
Showbiz

BP, diabetes, smoking result women heart attack
Health

NEWS DESK

LONDON: High blood pressure, diabetes and smoking 
increase the risk of a heart attack in both sexes but their 
impact was far greater in women. Smoking increased 
a woman’s risk of a heart attack by 55% more than it 
increased the risk in a man, while high blood pressure 
increased a woman’s risk of heart attack by an extra 83% 
relative to its effect in a man. Type II diabetes, which is 
usually associated with poor diet and other lifestyle 
factors, had a 47% greater impact on the heart attack risk 
of a woman relative to a man, while type I diabetes had an 
almost three times greater impact in a woman. Overall, 
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KARACHI: The stock market endured a 
volatile session on Thursday as the index 
failed to sustain positive momentum of 
the preceding session and slipped into 
the negative territory.

The KSE-100 index skidded lower 
amid choppy trading, dropping nearly 
250 points and hitting an intra-day 
low of 41,284.64. Selling pressure 
was witnessed as investors adopted a 
wait-and-see approach due to ongoing 
negotiations with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a possible 
bailout package. Additionally, lack of 
clarity over the Chinese financial package 
also added to the overall somber mood. 
The index continued to trade in the red 
zone for the entire day. At the end of 

trading, the benchmark KSE 100-share 
Index recorded a decrease of 176.60 
points or 0.43% to settle at 41,367.38. 
Overall, trading volumes decreased to 
224.7 million shares compared with 
Wednesday’s tally of 276.9 million. 
The value of shares traded during the 

day was Rs8.1 billion. Shares of 358 
companies were traded. At the end of 
the day, 120 stocks closed higher, 219 
declined and 19 remained unchanged.

The Bank of Punjab was the volume 
leader with 31.9 million shares, gaining 
Rs0.12 to close at Rs13.47. It was 

followed by Lotte Chemical with 22.5 
million shares, losing Rs0.12 to close 
at Rs18.74 and TRG Pakistan with 17.2 
million shares, gaining Rs0.58 to close at 
Rs31.98. Foreign institutional investors 
were net buyers of Rs3.6 million 
worth of shares during the trading 
session, according to data compiled 
by the National Clearing Company of 
Pakistan. Equities were negative with 
the benchmark KSE-100 index settling 
at 41,367. Profit-taking was witnessed 
as investors preferred to remain on the 
sidelines in index names as a Pakistani 
delegation leaves for China to finalise 
modalities of a Chinese economic 
support programme while officials of 
the Ministry of Finance are currently 
engaged with the IMF in Islamabad.

SINGAPORE: Oil prices were stable on 
Thursday, supported by rumblings from 
within OPEC that production curbs may 
become necessary again to prevent a return 
of global oversupply.

But soaring US crude output, which 
hit a record 11.6 million barrels per day 

(bpd) last week, kept a lid 
on prices. US West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) crude 
oil futures were at $61.69 
per barrel at 0221 GMT, 
2 cents above their last 
settlement. Front-month 
Brent crude oil futures were 
down 6 cents at $72.01 a 
barrel. A group of producers 
around the Organization 

of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) as well as Russia decided last June 
to relax output curbs in place since 2017, 
after pressure from US President Donald 
Trump to reduce oil prices and make up 
for supply losses from Iran. But with Iran 
sanctions now in place and oil still in ample 

availability, OPEC-led production cuts next 
year cannot be ruled out. OPEC and Russia 
may use cuts to support $70 per barrel, said 
Ole Hansen, head of commodity strategy at 
Saxo Bank.

The introduction of US sanctions earlier 
this week against Iran failed to lift the 
market given the announcement that eight 
countries, including three of the world’s 
biggest importers, would receive waivers 
to carry on buying Iranian crude for up to 
six months, Hansen said. Preventing oil 
prices from rising any further has been a 
relentless rise in US crude output, which 
hit a record 11.6 million bpd in the week 
ending November 2, according to Energy 
Information Administration (EIA) data 
released on Wednesday.

BEIJING: China’s exports to the US and the 
rest of the world grew more than expected 
in October, official data showed Thursday, 
as its traders apparently rushed shipments 
across the Pacific ahead of higher tariffs. 
Relations between the world’s top two 
economies have soured sharply this year 
as US President Donald Trump slapped 
roughly half of Chinese imports with higher 
taxes. Top Chinese officials are currently in 
Washington, with hopes that those talks 
could pave the way for a breakthrough 

on trade later this month when Trump 
meets Chinese President Xi Jinping at the 
G20 summit in Argentina. Still, in October 
exporters continued to hurry goods across 
the Pacific, with China’s exports to the US 
surging 13.2 percent from the same period 
last year, according to the data released by 
China’s customs administration. October’s 
surprisingly strong export performance 
seems to have been partly due to a 
continuous front-loading effect and is 
unlikely to be a long-term trend, said Betty 
Wang, China economist at ANZ. China’s 
trade surplus with the US fell to $31.8 
billion in October, from a record $34.1 
billion in September. October marked the 
first full month of US tariffs on $200 billion 
of Chinese goods.

PRAGUE: China’s Wang Shiyao set a new world 
record in Sudoku on Wednesday when she managed to 
solve a 9x9 sudoku grid in 54.44 seconds at the World 
Sudoku & Puzzle Championship held in Prague. The win 
was confirmed by championship director Jan Zverina. 
Czech Jakub Ondrousek was the former world record 
holder. He set the world record by solving the sudoku 
grid in 1 minute and 25 seconds in 2010.  According 
to the organisers of the championship, the results have 
markedly improved in the last eight years. The best 
players in online competitions are able to solve the 
grid in less than 40 seconds. The first World Puzzle 
Championship took place in New York in 1992. Since 
2006, Sudoku World Championships have been held 
annually. The Prague championship started on November 
4 and will last until November 11.

KSE-100 endures bearish session as investors await clarity
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Mazda’s recall comes after 
domestic rival Subaru last week 
said it would recall 400,000 
vehicles globally to fix a design 
flaw in the valve springs used in 
its engines, costs for which would 
eat into the automaker’s full-year 
profit. Japanese automakers are 
dealing with a rise in quality issues 
ranging from faulty components 
to testing misconduct, which 
are increasing costs and raising 
questions about quality controls.

Mazda to recall 0. 64m vehicles over diesel engine issue

MONITORING DESK

TOKYO: Mazda on Thursday 
said it planned to recall around 
640,000 vehicles globally to fix 
issues including a problem with 
the valve springs used in its diesel 
engines. The Japanese automaker 

said it would recall around 
230,000 vehicles at home and a 
total of around 410,000 units in 
overseas markets, excluding the 
US, where the automaker does 
not sell diesel models.

CAIRO:  The Arab League and China agreed to 
strengthen cooperation in the field of natural gas, 
renewables and energy efficiency on the basis of 
mutual interest and experience sharing, a joint 
statement announced on Thursday. According to 
the joint statement issued after the Arab-China 
Cooperation Conference in Egypt’s capital Cairo, 
which is currently running between November 5 
and 8, the Arab Union and China agreed to strengthen 

cooperation in electricity, natural gas and renewable energy. Both parties agreed to strengthen cooperation for 
energy efficiency and support small and medium-sized institutions working in this area. They also decided to 
increase energy security and reduce the environmental impact of energy consumption, according to the statement. 
The importance of strengthening mutual cooperation is emphasized by the fact that Arab countries have about 
half of the world’s oil reserves and China has modern technologies in oil exploration.

Arab League, China to increase energy, gas cooperation
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JAKARTA: Australian cyclist Ryan Cavanagh crossed 
the finish line with the shortest time at the fifth lap of 
the Tour de Singkarak cycling race in West Sumatra 
province, western Indonesia on Thursday.  Cavanagh 
from St. George Continental Cycling Team entered 
the finish within 4:00.07.  Malaysian cyclist Amirul 
Fakhruddin Marzuki from the Trengganu Cycling Team 
followed Cavanag entering the finish.

The third position was placed by Filipino cyclist 
Rustam Lim from Seven Eleven-Cligg Roadbike. A total 
of 91 racers passed the tape on the way from Limapuluh 
Kota district to Pasaman district with a total distance of 
161.4 kilometers. A total of 15 teams from 26 nations and 
regions are competing in the race, started on November 
4 and will end on November 11 with a total distnce of 
1,267 kilometers.

JAKARTA: Indonesia marched into the quarterfinals 
of the BWF World Junior Championships 2018 
in Canada, after the Indonesian young shuttlers 
defeated their British counterparts 5-0.

This is the fourth straight game win by Indonesia 
as they defeated China’s Macao, Mexico and Austria 
5-0 in the previous group matches. The match with 
the opponent today is not very difficult, said Putri 
Kusuma Wardani, one of the Indonesian young 
shuttlers.

A total of 20 Indonesian young badminton players 
are taking part in the Championships taking place 
in Pan Am Center in Ontario. Indonesia will play 
Denmark for a berth in the semifinals and they have 
set a target to reach the final of the tournament on 
November 18.
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Benchmark index decreases 176.60 points to settle at 41,367.38


