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Mount Etna sliding into sea
A new study shows, Sicily’s Mount Etna is sliding 

toward the sea, it may suddenly collapse and 
trigger a massive tsunami that may devastate the 

region around the eastern Mediterranean Sea. Etna 
typically moves about 2 to 3 centimeters (about 1 

inch) per year, but sensors show Etna’s motion speeds 
up a slip of 4 centimeters (about 2 inches) over eight 

days. Etna is a big and heavy volcano, so gravity is 
pulling it down.

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Pak-China sign 15 accords 
in diverse fields
Khan, Li for maintaining close ties on regional, global issues 

BEIJING

Prime Minister Imran Khan met his 
Chinese counterpart Li Keqiang on 
Saturday and 15 agreements and 
memorandums of understanding 
(MOUs) for cooperation in diverse 
fields were signed between the two 
countries. 
The agreements were signed during 
delegation-level talks between the 
two countries at the Great Hall of the 
People. Khan, who is on his first official 
visit to China after assuming charge 
as prime minister, led the Pakistani 
delegation which included Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi and 
Finance Minister Asad Umar among 

others. The Chinese delegation was 
led by Prime Minister Li Keqiang. 
Agreements pertaining to poverty 

alleviation in Pakistan, strengthening 
cooperation in agriculture and indus-
trial sectors and technical training 
were signed by the two sides.

It was also agreed that China will 

support Pakistan in establishing 
special economic zones, according to 
sources.  A document on strategic-level 
talks between foreign ministers of two 
countries was also signed. The two 
countries also signed MoUs for coop-
eration in forestry, earth sciences and 
transfer of electronics.

Agreements were also signed be-
tween Higher Education of Pakistan 
and Science Academy of China 
and between Chinese Academy of 
Science and Pakistan Metrological 
Department. 

Further, the two sides expressed 
satisfaction over the multi-faceted 
bilateral relations and reiterated their 

resolve to continue to deepen the re-
lationship and explore new avenues of 
practical collaboration. PM Imran and 
Keqiang expressed confidence on the 
importance and future development 
of CPEC. The two leaders expressed 
their commitment to maintain close 
ties on issues of regional and global 
importance. 

In his remarks, the Chinese premier 
expressed his desire to work closely 
with PM Imran to further strengthen 
the all-weather strategic partnership. 
Keqiang noted, CPEC will not only ben-
efit Pakistan and China but will prove 
to be a game-changer for the entire 
nation.

Prime Minsiter Imran Khan and Premier Li Keqiang witnessing signing of MoUs between Pakistan and Chine at Beijing on Saturday. Photo: PID

Hunger reduction

WFP to benefit from Chinese expertise 
CHANGSHA

The World Food Programme (WFP) 
will collaborate with China to take 
advantage of Chinese experience and 
expertise, and then model that in the 
countries that need help, said David 
Beasley, head of the food aid arm of 
the United Nations. 

I think we need to get beyond the 
rhetoric and get very practical like 
China did, Beasley said in an inter-
view with Chinese stat newswire 
here. Beasley was appointed the ex-
ecutive director of the WFP, the lead-
ing humanitarian agency addressing 
global hunger and promoting food 
security, in April 2017. 

He was at his third trip to China 
this time in his current capacity as 
the head of the UN agency. China 
has proven that they are not talkers. 
They are doers and get it done.

Beasley was in Changsha to at-
tend the Ministerial Forum on 
Global South-South Cooperation in 
Agriculture Friday. During China’s re-
form and opening-up in the past 40 
years, the country has helped more 

than 700 million people escape ab-
solute poverty. It’s astonishing what 
China has done, Beasley said. There 
is not a nation on the face of the 
planet that has done that before.

The numbers speak for themselves. 

It is clear and convincing, Beasley 
said, adding that this remarkable 
success gives credit to the Chinese 
government and people. 

The Chinese leadership know 
exactly who they are, where they 
are, and what they are going to 
do, Beasley said. Their goal of no 
absolute poverty by 2020 will be 
achieved.

According to UN reports, the num-
ber of people facing hunger world-
wide is increasing. Beasley said that 
South-South cooperation is going 
to be critical for tackling this issue, 
and that China’s expertise and suc-
cess are highly relevant to the world. 
From a beneficiary to a donor of 
WFP, China has been helping regions 
suffering from poverty and hunger 
in recent years with aid including 
technology and advice.

Indian firing across LoC 
martyrs woman: ISPR

RAWALPINDI

A woman was martyred in un-
provoked firing by Indian forces 
cross the Line of Control (LoC) on 
Saturday, the Inter Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said. 

The unprovoked, deliberate firing 
Indian forces targetted civilian pop-
ulation in Bhimber sector along the 
LoC, the ISPR said in a statement. 
Consequently, a woman named 
Munazza Bibi, who was a mother 
of two, was martyred. 

Pakistani forces retaliated to the 
unprovoked firing and engaging 
Indian posts, the statement added. 
Unprovoked firing by Indian forces 
is not uncommon along the Line 
of Control (LoC) and Working 
Boundary. Indian soldier routinely 
resort to such cross-border fire, not 
even sparing civilian-populated 
areas.

The incidents have claimed lives 
of hundreds of Pakistani soldiers 
and civilians so far.

Despite repeated calls for re-
straint from Pakistan, Indian troops 

continue to violate the ceasefire 
agreement between the two coun-
tries. In September, Indian forces’ 
war hysteria touched new heights 
when they fired on a civilian heli-
copter well inside Azad Kashmir. 

The chopper was carrying Prime 
Minister Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
Raja Farooq Haider. The incident 
took place near the Line of Control 
(LoC) on September 30 when PM 
Haider was on his way to a nearby 
village to extend condolences to the 
family of a local politician who had 
passed away.

Equal footing

China to meet US over 
trade issues

SHANGHAI

China is willing to resolve trade is-
sues with the United States through 
mutually respectful talks and on 
an equal footing, said one of the 
country’s vice commerce ministers 
Wang Bingnan on Saturday. Beijing 
will jointly promote the healthy and 
stable development of China-US 
relations, Wang told reporters at a 
news conference.

China’s Vice Commerce Minister 
Wang Bignan said on Saturday that 
China is willing to resolve trade 
issues with the United States via 
mutually respectful consultations. 
The vice commerce minister told 
reporters at a news conference that 

China is willing to meet the United 
States over trade on an equal foot-
ing, Reuters reported. 

Wang also said that Beijing would 
promote the healthy and stable de-
velopment of China-United States 
relations.

China and the United States are 
currently engaged in a trade war 
triggered by Trump’s announce-
ment in June that $50 billion worth 
of Chinese goods would be subject 
to 25-percent tariffs, in a bid to fix 
the US-Chinese trade deficit. 

Since then, the two countries have 
imposed several rounds of tit-for-tat 
tariffs, levying duties on billions of 
dollars worth of each other’s goods.

Amid US Sanctions

Russia, Iran to expand 
economic cooperation  

MOSCOW

Russia will do everything necessary 
to preserve and expand interna-
tional trade, economic and finan-
cial cooperation with Iran despite 
the sanctions imposed on the latter 
by the United States, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry said Saturday. 
The US administration announced 
Friday that it will snap back sanc-
tions on Tehran that had been lifted 
under the historic 2015 Iran nu-
clear deal signed between Iran and 
Russia, China, France, Britain, the 
United States, as well as Germany.

The Russian Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement that the new wave 
of anti-Iran sanctions is aimed at 
undermining the ongoing efforts 
of the signatories to preserve the 

nuclear deal.
We reject any unilateral sanctions 

bypassing the decisions of the UN 
Security Council, especially when 
they have extraterritorial applica-
tion and affect the interests of third 
countries, as is the case with the U.S. 
restrictions against Iran, it said.

The International Atomic Energy 
Agency regularly confirms that Iran 
strictly adheres to its obligations 
and Russia supports the organiza-
tion’s consistent and professional 
efforts in this direction, it said. The 
international community must not 
allow such an important achieve-
ment of multilateral diplomacy to 
collapse at the whim of a single 
country that openly violates inter-
national law, the ministry said.

PM invites Chinese 
businessmen to 
explore Pakistan’s vast 
investment potential
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Pakistan protests over 
Indian ceasefire violations
FO summons Indian envoy over unprovoked cross-LoC firing

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan, Saturday, lodged strong 
protest with India over continued 
violations of ceasefire agreement on 
Line of Control (LoC) by occupying 
Indian forces resulting in precious 
loss of human lives in Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir. In result of recent 
violation unprovoked firing by oc-
cupying Indian forces from across 
the restive Line of Control (LoC) 
martyred a woman in Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir’s (AJK) Lawana Khetar 
village, officials said on Saturday. 
Twenty-two year old Munazza Bibi 
died in her home on Friday night, 
said Chaudhry Zulqarnain Sarfraz, 
senior superintendent of police 
(SSP) in Bhimbar. Lawana Khetar 

is barely a kilometre away from the 
heavily militarised LoC.  The mar-
tyred was shot by a sniper from an 
Indian army post across the LoC 
when she switched on a torch to 
search for something in the veranda 
of her house, the SSP said. The bul-
let pierced her head and she died on 
the spot.

Foreign Office (FO) spokesman Dr 
Mohammad Faisal summoned the 
Indian Deputy High Commissioner J 
P Singh in this regard and conveyed 
Pakistan’s condemnation of the un-
provoked cease-fire violation that 
led to her death. Bibi’s casualty has 
raised the death toll in AJK in the 
ongoing year to 27 19 men and 8 
women. Apart from them, another 

146 77 men and 69 women have 
sustained injuries, according to 
Saeed Qureshi, a senior official of 
the AJK State Disaster Management 
Authority. Cross-border shelling in 
the current year has also left at least 
29 houses partially damaged and 
three houses and a shop completely 

damaged, he said.
Though India and Pakistan are sig-

natories to a November 2003 truce, 
the LoC and Working Boundary have 
consistently witnessed ceasefire 
violations for more than two years 
now. In May this year, the Directors 
General of Military Operations 
(DGMOs) of India and Pakistan 
had agreed to undertake “sincere 
measures” to improve the existing 
situation, ensure peace and avoid 
difficulties for civilians living close to 
the LoC and the Working Boundary.

They had also agreed to fully im-
plement the ceasefire understand-
ing of 2003 in letter and spirit and 
ensure that the ceasefire would not 
be violated by both sides. 

Group photo of D-8 council of foreign ministers in Antalya, Turkey on Saturday. Photo: PID

Despite US sanctions

EU, Trioka vow to protect trade with Iran
BRUSSELS

The European Union (EU) and 
it’s troika (France, Germany and 
Britain) have jointly showed their 
deep regret on Washington’s further 
re-imposition of sanctions against 
Iran, vowing to protect European 
economic operators engaged in 
legitimate business with Tehran. 
They also stressed that they are 
committed to protecting European 
firms doing legitimate business with 
Tehran.

EU High Representative Federica 
Mogherini and Foreign Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian of France, Heiko 
Maas of Germany and Jeremy Hunt 
of UK, as well as Finance Ministers 
Bruno Le Maire, Olaf Scholz and 
Philip Hammond have condemned 
on Friday the move by the Trump 
administration to reimpose sanc-
tions on Iran, which he had made 
in May withdrawing from the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) and demanding Tehran 
alter its policies in the Middle East. 
The US administration announced 
Friday it will snap back sanctions on 
Iran that had been lifted under the 

historic 2015 Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPoA).

While announcing the sanctions, 
the White House blasted the Iran 
nuke deal again, saying it was disas-
trous and unacceptable. But for the 
Union, the JCPoA is a key element of 
the global nuclear non-proliferation 
architecture and of multilateral di-
plomacy. It is crucial for the secu-
rity of Europe, the region, and the 
entire world, said the four parts in 
a joint statement co-signed by High 
Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
Federica Mogherini and financial as 
well as foreign ministers of France, 
Germany and Britain.

In May, US President Donald 
Trump announced Washington’s 
withdrawal from the landmark Iran 
nuclear deal. Since then, the Trump 
administration has slapped a num-
ber of sanctions on Iran. The JCPoA 
is working and delivering on its goal. 
The International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) has confirmed in 12 
consecutive reports that Iran is abid-
ing by its commitments under the 
Agreement. We expect Iran to con-

tinue implementing all its nuclear 
commitments in full, as set out by 
the JCPoA, said the joint statement.

Hours earlier, the White House said 
the sanctions, to fully take effect on 
November 5, would be the toughest 
and unprecedented, targeting many 
of Iran’s critical sectors including 
energy, shipping, shipbuilding and 
finance. By contrast, the EU and its 
troika in the statement defended its 

aim to protect European economic 
operators engaged in legitimate 
business with Iran, in accordance 
with EU law and with UN Security 
Council resolution 2231.

As parties to the JCPoA, we have 
committed to work on, inter alia, 
the preservation and maintenance 
of effective financial channels with 
Iran, and the continuation of Iran’s 
export of oil and gas. 

Pak-China bus service from tomorrow
LAHORE: A bus service linking Pakistan with China that was to get opera-
tional on November 3 has delayed its launch due to the security situation 
in the country. The bus service instigated by North-South Transport (Pvt) 
Limited was to begin operation of travel services from Lahore to Kashgar 
in China but owing to uncertainties of the country’s security situation, 
the launch was put off. According to reports citing officials of the travel 
service, bookings for the first trip that were scheduled for Saturday were 
already made and the launch will now take place on November 5. The 
service will have four rounds of journey from Lahore to Kashgar through-
out the week on Saturdays, Sundays, Mondays and Tuesdays. The return 
trips, on the other hand will be done from the other side of the border on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. The total price of a round trip is 
equaled to Rs23,000 while a one-way ticket costs Rs13,000. The journey 
would last 36 hours with nine stops in between while allowing luggage 
weighing up till 20 kilograms per passenger. Moreover, the company has 
also urged customers to make bookings at least one week prior to their 
scheduled date of travel. Passengers would only be able to travel with 
their CNIC, passport with a valid visa and the bus ticket.

Germany to continue 
bids for Brexit

WARSAW

Berlin will continue to make efforts 
right until the end for the divorce 
agreement between London and 
Brussels to take place, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel said on 
Friday following intergovernmental 
consultations with Warsaw. 

We [with Poland] work very 
closely together on this topic, we 
trust Michel Barnier, who is ne-
gotiating [Brexit on behalf of the 
European Union] and who is in 
close contact with us all. We have 
common interests: we want an 
agreement. We know that we still 
have work to do. The sooner this 
happens, the better, but we will 
make an effort until the last mo-
ment for the agreement to happen, 
Merkel said.

While the United Kingdom will 
leave the European Union on March 
29, 2019, with the transition pe-
riod set to end in December 2020, 
London and Brussels still have not 
reached an agreement on a num-
ber of issues, such as the Irish bor-
der and the post-Brexit economic 
relations.

Meanwhile, senior politicians 

from Britain and Ireland have sig-
naled that a deal on one of Brexit’s 
key issues could be resolved soon. 
Officials from Ireland and the United 
Kingdom visited the Irish border, dis-
cussing the Brexit backstop and the 
possible solutions to it. Following 
their visit, Simon Coveney, Ireland’s 
deputy prime minister, and foreign 
affairs minister, and David Lidington, 
the UK’s Cabinet Office minister, said 
progress had been made in recent 
negotiations that could possibly 
resolve the backstop impasse, The 
Guardian reported.

Lidington, speaking to reporters 
after a joint meeting of the British-
Irish intergovernmental conference, 
said the British government is stand-
ing by its commitments regarding 
the resolution of the Northern Irish 
border issue, yet is willing to re-
solve final difficulties as quickly as 
possible.

Coveney added in a joint statement 
that negotiating teams had worked 
hard to allay British fears over the 
backstop, a device intended to avert 
a hard border between Northern 
Ireland and the Irish Republic in a 
no deal scenario. 

North Korea threatens 
to revive nuke program

PYONGYANG

North Korea has said the coun-
try may shift back to its policy of 
pyongjin, suggesting equal devel-
opment of the economy and nu-
clear armaments, if the US does not 
change its approach and keeps up its 
sanctions against Pyongyang. At pre-
sent, the DPRK maintains a policy of 
directing all the country’s efforts to-
ward economic development while 
freezing its nuclear program.

A statement issued by North 
Korean Foreign Ministry noted 
that improvement of relations and 

sanctions are two incompatible 
things and urged Washington to lift 
economic sanctions in response to 
the DPRK’s proactive and good-will 
measures of unilaterally halting nu-
clear weapons and intercontinental 
missiles tests.

If the US keeps behaving arrogantly 
without showing any change in its 
stand, while failing to properly un-
derstand our repeated demand, the 
DPRK may add one thing to the state 
policy for directing all efforts to the 
economic construction. The word 
‘pyongjin’ may appear again, the 
statement said.

In an interview on November 2, 
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
said that Washington will continue 
to exert economic pressure on the 
DPRK until Kim Jong-un fulfills 
commitments made by him to US 
President Donald Trump during 
their joint summit in June. Pompeo 
also shared that he is planning on 
meeting his North Korean counter-
part in the near future, but hasn’t 
specified when or what the agenda 
for such a meeting would be.



The recent negative outlook 
for the world economy by 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) is because of uni-
lateralism and growing trade 

barriers and sanctions. Therefore there is 
dire need to enhance commercial multi-
lateralism in the face of punitive measures 
that damage the global economy. Unilateral 
trade actions, retaliatory measures and eco-
nomic sanctions could disrupt the global 
economy and undermine broader multi-
lateral cooperation at a time when it is ur-
gently needed. Under these circumstances, 
it is now more than ever necessary for us 
to enhance and strengthen economic and 
commercial multilateralism, including 
through frameworks such as the D-8. On 
June 15, 1997, the D-8 was launched after 
Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan 
proposed the creation of an economic 
group consisting of eight emerging econ-
omies from the Muslim world. Alongside 

Turkey, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Egypt, Iran, 
Malaysia, Nigeria and Pakistan created an 
organization based in Istanbul.

Pakistan has strong commitment and 
continued support for achieving the objectives 
of the D-8 Organization for Economic 
Cooperation Under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, the new government 
in Pakistan was fully committed to building 
a changed, reformed, New Pakistan, by 
improving framework of transparency 
and accountability, enhancing ease of 
doing business, and upgrading governance 
structures. The business friendly policies of 
the government of Pakistan, and availability 
of numerous investment opportunities as 
well as human resources along with projects 
underway in Pakistan as part of China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) are main 
attractions for foreign investors in Pakistan.

In order to achieve tangible progress speedy 
implementation of agreements signed under 
the D-8, in particular in context of preferential 
trade; developing small and medium 
enterprises; simplification of customs and 
visa matters; and cooperation in increasing 
communication linkages. There is also need to 
increase intra-D-8 trade. Over the span of 20 
years, the D-8 has gradually transformed into 
a valuable platform for enhancing effective 

economic cooperation among its Member 
States. Total trade among D-8 countries 
is valued at $100 billion; with an average 
annual growth rate of 6 percent. However, 
the target for intra-trade within D-8 Member 
States is $ 500 billion. Achieving this target 
requires proper facilitating instruments. The 
operationalization of the D-8 Preferential 
Trade Agreement (PTA) in order to promote 
intra-regional trade among D-8 Member 
States is welcoming development; however, 
we need to explore other trade facilitation 
mechanisms such as financial and banking 
cooperation and payment mechanisms. 
In this context, the initiative for the 
establishment of the D-8 Clearing House is 
laudable. In general, D-8 member states need 
to join the large block of nations, who stand 
up against unilateralism and, in particular, 
refuse to give effect to any irresponsible 
and illegal acts, including criminal sanctions 
against my country. Cooperation among D-8 
member-states towards developing blue 
economy has great potential for enhancing 
sustainable development and can strengthen 
economic growth and reduce poverty.

Writer is Editor Asian Telegraph 
& Melange, International Magazine.

arshans21@yahoo.com

Pakistan & Strengthening intra D-8 economic cooperation
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NEW ORLEANS: Actress Katie Holmes 
has sparked engagement speculation 
with a diamond ring she flaunted on 
her left hand. She stepped out flaunting 
a sparkler, and was all smiles as she 
was photographed taking a break from 
filming while here. A representative for 
the actress told people.com the ring is 
not an engagement ring.

Katie’s not engaged to anyone besides 
her fictional movie fiance, played by 
Jerry O’Connell, the representative 
said. Holmes is filming The Secret, 
based on the book of the same name 
which focuses on the power of positive 
thinking. She has been linked to actor 
Jamie Foxx since August 2013. The 
pair has been recently photographed 
showing more public display of 
affection and enjoying time together. 
In September, Holmes made frequent 
trips to Georgia to visit Foxx while he 
filmed his upcoming movie Just Mercy 
where they enjoyed a bike ride and a 
gym session together. 

Brad Pitt, Leonardo DiCaprio in Get-Out-the-Vote Spot
Life Style

NEW YORK: Brad Pitt and 
Leonardo DiCaprio are the latest 
celebrities to call for people to 
vote in Tuesday’s midterm 
elections, with DiCaprio saying, 
this election may be the most 
consequential of our lifetime. 
The spot debuted on NowThis, 
which has specialized in 
social media videos aimed at 
millennial audiences. The video 
also outlines a host of issues 
that progressive candidates 
have been talking about on the 
campaign trail.

So much is at stake, from gun safety laws, to immigration policy, clean water and air, and whether or not 
millions of people have access to health care, DiCaprio says. Statehouse elections will determine the future 
of climate change, criminal justice reform, education funding, LGBTQ equality, and even your ability to vote, 
Pitt says.

DiCaprio and Pitt urge voters to go to TheLastWeekend.org to get involved. The site is an organizing effort 
by the progressive group SwingLeft to solicit volunteers in the remaining days of election campaigns. The two 
actors are currently shooting Quentin Tarantino’s “Once Upon a Time in Hollywood. AGENCIES

MONITORING DESK

CPEC, BRI — int’l economic engine

T he China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC in 2013 was just an idea, 
but now it is on the ground and it has caught the imagination of the 
people of Pakistan).  CPEC a great beneficial project for Pakistan, China 
and potentially other countries of the region, is on the track towards 
successful completion. The CPEC is part of the Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI), which by now is supported by almost 68 nations. 
China alone is expected to invest $ 1 trillion in this trans-national, trans-continental 

undertaking. The underlying philosophy is to invest in regional connectivity and transna-
tional cooperation by leveraging economic geography of adjacent regions. Infrastructure 
and industrial development, as well as mutually supported energy projects, would foster 
collaboration, reduce distances and bring nations closer as never before.

In this new era the existing and the emerging powers, instead of choosing the 
path of confrontation, must collectively and cooperatively mobilize resources for 
shared development and prosperity. 

It will also enhance the security of all nations. The revision of CPEC projects 
is an ongoing process which makes necessary adjustments in the projects 
undertaken jointly by Pakistan and China. Pakistan, but there is no importance 
to the apprehensions about the so-called debt trap diplomacy. 

To start with, the volume of Chinese debt ($ 6 billion) is relatively small in the 
overall volume of Pakistani debt just because of the fact that the interest rates 
included the range of zero percent, concessional loans, preferential buyer’s loans 
and commercial credit lines, with a long repayment period. 

The fact that the Japanese mission has reached its 
target a little ahead of us turns out to be extremely 
interesting, as we can now interpret our results 
and compare to the results obtained by another 
mission almost on real time, explains Julia de León, 
a member of the mission’s science team from the 
Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias, in a release. 

NASA gets first good look at Bennu asteroid
WASHINGTON: NASA’s 

OSIRIS-REx spacecraft is about 
a month from its destination, 
the potentially hazardous 
asteroid Bennu, and can 
finally get a look at the space 
rock it plans to steal a chunk 
of. Turns out that Bennu 
looks a lot like the diamond-
shaped asteroid Ryugu that is 
currently being visited by the 
Japanese Hayabusa-2 mission. 

OSIRIS-REx was launched 
over two years ago on 
September 8, 2016 and is set to arrive at Bennu on 
December 2.  Once there, the spacecraft will spend 
the better part of a year-and-a-half surveying the 
asteroid. The hope is to bring a small piece of the 
asteroid back Earth in 2023. Once here, the sample 
from another world will be analyzed down to the 
atomic level by scientists looking for the building 
blocks of life. 

Tech

AGENCIES

location of T cells in the brain, how they look, what kind 
of inflammatory proteins (cytokines) they produce, and 
how they are controlled, says researcher and neurologist 
in training Joost Smolders. The scientists have found 
that the two proteins CTLA-4 and PD-1 are present in 
large quantities on T cells. These proteins, for which 
the Nobel Prize for Medicine has been awarded to the 
discoverers this year, are important inhibitors for T cells. 
If we understand the rules of the game, which T cells 
in the brain adhere to, then we can understand how T 
cells deviate from this in brain disorders. This can lead 
to advances in the understanding.

Katie Holmes sparks engagement rumours
Showbiz

Immune cells’ nature in human brain disclosed
Health

NEWS DESK

AMSTERDAM: Researchers from the Netherlands 
Institute for Neuroscience and Amsterdam UMC have 
disclosed the nature of T cells protect the brain against 
harmful viruses. The results of the study are important 
for investigating the role of the immune system in 
numerous brain disorders. The immune system protects 
the body against infections and cancer. The so-called T 
cells play a key role in this process. When T cells do 
not work properly, an inflammation can develop in for 
example the brain. Until recently, little was known about 
the properties of these cells in healthy brains. With this 
research, we have gained more knowledge about the 

Life & Style
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Pakistan’s capital market main-
tained upward thrust despite 
evident turbulence and law 
and order situations across the 

country during the week ending Friday 
last. Stock traders were of the view that 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s govern-
ment, though embattled with challenges 
on all fronts, was performing well chiefly 
in mitigating the risk of a default on ex-
ternal payments chiefly imports and debt 
financing.

First couple of sessions of the market 
during the week under review was highly 
bullish as follow-up of the preceding 
week that also had gone bullish and 
equities had grown after the Saudi 
assistance package news. During early 
sessions of the outgoing week Prime 
Minister’s China visit and expectations 
of handsome assistance as well as 
investments kept the market bullish.

Fortunately, before the week had 
ended the news of PM Khan winning 
a hefty financial support from China 
during his ongoing visit gave a new 
boost to sentiment that was otherwise 
weird of unclear law and order situation 
by Friday evening. Thus, the market 
crossed another psychological barrier 
on the traditional benchmark namely 
KSE-100 Index that closed above 42000 
points level.

Other factors that have contributed to 
the maintenance of positive trend in the 
market included the advance to decline 
ratio in the broader market and higher 
level of retailers’ interest in blue chip 
stocks. Cement sector gains kept the 
market high throughout the week

Although the government has won 
a sizeable financial bailout assistance 
package from the friendly countries 
including Saudi Arabia and China and yet 

another amount was expected from UAE, 
the market players value International 
Monetary Fund’s program as the solid 
factor towards the economic stability. 

In the event of friendly countries 
forthcoming to bail Pakistan out of the 
current account crisis, the IMF also 

seems to be willing to offer a bailout 
program. Reportedly, a delegation level 
meeting between the government and 
Fund is expected during the following 
week.  With this background, Pakistan’s 
capital market is most likely to open in 
green in to the week starting Monday 
November 5. Even the conservative 
analysts were forecasting the market to 

go bullish during the next week. They 
were banking their predictions on the 
success of Premier Khan in China singing 
a number of agreements for investments, 
trades, grants and balance of payment 
support. By the time market opens on 
Monday more details about the Chinese 
assistance would have poured in to boost 
the market sentiment.

Meanwhile the market pundits have 
also warned that technical correction 
was also inevitable to follow such bullish 
sessions that are mostly based on the 
positive news. However, gains backed by 
positive financial results were to resist 
any bearish onslaught.

The writter is Managing Editor, The 
Asian Telegraph. He could be reached at 

m.afzal.bajwa@gmail.com; 
Twitter handle #AfzalBajwa

SHANGHAI: More than 1,000 firms from 
58 countries along the Belt and Road will 
attend the inaugural China International 
Import Expo (CIIE) to be held here, the 
Ministry of Commerce said Saturday. The 
ministry said at a CIIE press conference 
that the number of companies from Belt 

and Road countries accounts for nearly 
one third of all firms attending the expo. 
They are expected to display a variety of 
products from agricultural products to 
consumer goods and garments in a booth 
area of 45,000 square meters, it said.

Vice Minister of Commerce Wang 

Bingnan said the expo will become another 
important prop for the joint construction 
of the Belt the Road Initiative, offering 
new opportunities for foreign countries 
to expand exports to China. The expo will 
also feature products from over 30 least 
developed countries (LDCs), including 
Ethiopia’s coffee, handicrafts from South 
Sudan and Tanzanite from Tanzania, said 
Sun Chenghai, deputy director of the CIIE 
Bureau. Sun said they will offer two free 
exhibition booths to each participating 
LDC to support their entry into the 
Chinese market. The CIIE is scheduled 
to start in Shanghai Monday. More than 
3,000 companies from over 130 countries 
and regions have so far confirmed their 
attendance in the event.

WASHINGTON: The US trade deficit 
widened to a seven-month high in 
September as imports hit a record high and 
exports bounced back, the US Commerce 
Department reported. The goods and 
services deficit climbed to 54 billion U.S. 
dollars in September from a revised 53.3 
billion dollars in August, registering the 
biggest trade gap since February.

The US imports rose 1.5 percent to a 
record high of 266.6 billion dollars in 
September, and exports bounced back 
1.5 percent to 212.6 billion dollars after 
dropping for three consecutive months. 
In September, soybean exports fell 29 
percent to 1.79 billion dollars, following 
a similar extent of decline in August, due 
to retaliatory tariffs from other trading 
partners on US agricultural products. The 
trade deficit rose to 445 billion dollars in 
the first nine months this year, up 10.1 
percent from the same period in 2017, 
the report said.Economists believe the 
country’s long-time trade deficit resulted 
from its macroeconomic policies, and 
raising tariffs against imports is not the 
right way to reduce.

MEXICO: Turkey defeated Russia on Saturday in 
the quarterfinal match of the 2018 Amputee Football 
World Cup here. After beating Russia 5-1 in the 
quarterfinal, Turkey will face Mexico in the semifinals 
in San Juan de los Lagos city. The match will start at 
0200GMT on Sunday.

In the other semi-final match, Brazil will play against 
Angola.

PSX reciprocates to the government performance

Elite Trophy
Qiang to face Barty in final

Amputee Football World Cup

Turkey beat Russia in quarterfinal
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bike industry to create our eBikes, 
said Hannah Parish, director of GM’s 
Urban Mobility Solutions. GM now 
invites enthusiasts from around 
the globe to help name the eBike 
brand, and the winner will receive 
a prize of 10,000 U.S. dollars. GM 
is not the first automaker to make 
eBikes. Designers for BMW, Toyota, 
Ford and some other renowned 
auto brands have shown that they 
can build awesome electric bikes. 
However, the challenge is to bring 
the eBikes.

Automaker GM to build eBikes
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CHICAGO: General Motors, a 
major US automaker, announced to 
launch two types of eBikes which 
will hit the market in 2019. The two 
eBikes, a folding bike and a compact 
one, are part of GM’s commitment 

to an all-electric future, traditional 
automaker GM said in a statement. 
We blended electrification 
engineering know-how, design 
talents and automotive-grade 
testing with great minds from the 

BEIJING: China, Saturday, cut the retail prices of gasoline and diesel, 
the largest drop since December 2014, the country’s top economic 
planner said. Based on changes in international oil prices, the retail 
prices of gasoline and diesel will be cut by 375 yuan (about 54 U.S. 
dollars) and 365 yuan per tonne, respectively, according to the 
National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC).

Under the current pricing mechanism, if international crude 
oil prices change by more than 50 yuan per tonne and remain at 
that level for 10 working days, the prices of refined oil products 
such as gasoline and diesel in China will be adjusted accordingly. 

International oil prices have fallen due to the U.S. oil stockpile rise, expectations of falling demand and increasing 
supplies by oil producing countries, according to the NDRC price monitoring center. It predicts that global oil 
prices will continue to be volatile in the short term.he NDRC has asked major Chinese oil companies, including 
China National Petroleum, China Petrochemical and China National Offshore Oil.

China cuts retail fuel prices
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NEW SOUTH WALES: Pakistani weightlifter Rabia 
Shahzad bagged gold at the Ralph Cashman Open 
Weightlifting Championship in New South Wales, 
Australia. Shahzad, 20 participated in the 55 kg 
category of the event and lifted a total of 90 kilograms 
weight, 40kg snatch 50kg clean jerk to claim the top 
spot.

Speaking to the media after her win Shahzad said, 
the women players federation does nothing to help 

us participate in competitions. I wanted to participate 
in the Asian Powerlifting Championship but the 
federation did nothing to ensure my participation, 
she lamented. She continued, even the government 
does not help us. Whatever we do we do it on our 
own. The Pakistan Olympic Association needs 
to take action against the federation. Earlier this 
year, Shahzad won silver at the Asian benchpress 
Championship in Dubai.

ZUHAI:  Garbine Muguruza was thrashed by China’s 
Wang Qiang after arguing with her coach during the 
WTA Elite Trophy semi-finals here. Chinese number 
one Wang Qiang won 12 of 14 games against Garbine 
Muguruza. Two-time Grand Slam champion Muguruza 
called Sam Sumyk on court after being broken to 
trail 3-2 in the opening set. The two had a heated 
conversation which led to Sumyk saying I don’t talk to 
people who are upset” and leaving the court during the 
change of ends. The Spaniard then lost the next nine 
games as Wang triumphed 6-2 6-0. Wang, who only 
played in the semi-final after Madison Keys withdrew 
with a knee injury, will play Australia’s Ashleigh Barty in 
the final. Barty overcame German defending champion 
Julia Gorges 4-6 6-3 6-2. 

NEWS DESK

NEWS DESK NEWS DESK

3Sunday, November, 4, 2018
(http://www.theasiantelegraph.net)

Sports

MuhaMMad afzal Bajwa


