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2.5%
MSCI Asian index climbed to its highest 
point since October 10 

Pak-China to boost bilateral 
trade & investment
President Xi hails China-Pak strategic cooperative partnership | Pak 
devoted to ties with China, CPEC construction: PM Imran

QQ STAFF REPORT
BEIJING

China and Pakistan have pledged 
at highest level here on Friday to 
boost people-to-people exchanges, 
strengthen anti-terrorism coop-
eration and increase coordination 
and communication on multilateral 
platforms such as the United Nations 
and the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization.

Host Chinese President Xi Jinping 
expressed his desire to strengthen 
bilateral ties while visiting Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran Khan sec-
onded it during a meeting at China’s 
great hall.

Welcoming Prime Minister Khan, 
President Xi, hailed the China-
Pakistan all-weather strategic co-
operative partnership as a special 
friendship shaped and developed 
during a long time of mutual support 
and close cooperation. “We’d like to 
work with Pakistan to strengthen 
the all-weather strategic coopera-
tive partnership and build a closer 
community with a shared future 
between the two countries,” he said 
adding that the bilateral ties always 
stay vigorous and continue devel-
oping regardless of the changes in 
international situations or the two 
countries’ domestic affairs, he added.

“China-Pakistan cooperation not 
only benefits both peoples but also 
contributes to regional and world 
peace, stability and development,” 
he maintained. Xi appreciated 
Khan for repeatedly stressing that 
he would view the relations with 
China as a political cornerstone in 
Pakistan’s foreign policy and would 
unswervingly promote the construc-
tion of the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC). 

Xi said China always views rela-
tions with Pakistan as a priority of 
diplomacy and supports Pakistan 
in safeguarding national independ-
ence, sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. He also expressed support 
for Pakistan’s new government in 
implementing its policies and pro-

moting national development.
Xi said the two sides should deepen 

strategic communication, maintain 
regular visits and meetings between 
the two countries’ leaders and en-
hance experience-sharing in the 
governance of a country. Proposing 
closer pragmatic cooperation and 
promotion in trade and investment, 
Xi called for consolidating the early 

results of CPEC and expanding CPEC 
to areas such as industrial parks and 
people’s livelihood. 

Reciprocating view Pakistan ad-
mires China’s development achieve-
ments and hopes to learn from 
China’s experience in development, 
poverty alleviation and anti-corrup-
tion, Khan said.

“Pakistan-China friendship is 

deeply rooted in the minds of 
Pakistani people,” Khan said, noting 
that Pakistan is devoted to further-
ing the relations with China and the 
construction of CPEC, so as to benefit 
the economic and social develop-
ment of Pakistan. The Pakistani side 
is willing to reinforce communica-
tion and coordination in multilateral 
affairs with China, Khan added.

Asian Stocks rally after Xi-Trump trade deal talks
BEIJING

Stocks have rebounded to their highest 
point in three weeks on Friday follow-
ing the Trump administration’s request 
for a possible trade deal with China. The 
news has helped to restore confidence 
in Asian markets, analysts say. 

The MSCI Asian index climbed 2.5 
percent to its highest point since 
October 10. Japan’s Nikkei index fol-
lowed with a 2.4 percent rise and US 
stock futures increased 0.7 percent, 
Reuters reported on Friday. Chinese 
shares also rose after a strengthened 
yuan, with Chinese blue-chip com-
panies seeing 3 percent increases 
alongside a 3.8 percent boost to 

Beijing’s start-up board. The Chinese 
CSI 300 consisting of Shanghai and 
Shenzhen stocks gained 2.3 percent 
and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index 
also rose 2.1 percent, with a 2.7 per-
cent gain at the start of trading. 

Asian shares rallied after the two 
leaders’ phone call and stronger clos-
ing figures, with the Dow and S&P 
500 gaining 1.06 percent and Nasdaq 
Composite strengthening by 1.75 per-
cent.  Several heavyweight conglom-
erates also gained points, with Hon 
Hai Precision Industry Co. earning 
1.3 percent, Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Co. rising 0.2 per-
cent and Korean tech giant Samsung 

Electronics Co Ltd also strengthening 
3.2 percent. Gains were also fuelled by 
Chinese president Xi Jinping’s prom-
ise to support private investment 
on Thursday. The positive news also 
boosted onshore yuan holdings to 
two-week highs at RMB6.9294 to the 
dollar and offshore rates at roughly 

RMB6.9264. 
US president Donald Trump reached 

out to President Xi via a long and very 
good conversation” on Thursday, with 
the two leaders reaffirming their opti-
mism on Thursday for negotiations to 
resolve ongoing trade disagreements. 
The American head of state hopes to 
strike the trade deal on the sidelines of 
the upcoming G20 summit in Argentina 
later this month. While we are still cau-
tious over a full resolution of recent ten-
sions in the medium term, resumption 
of dialogue between Washington and 
Beijing would be good enough to inves-
tors for now, Tai Jui, JPMorgan Asset 
Management strategist told Reuters. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan handshakes with President Xi Jinping upon arrival at the Great Hall 
of the People at Beijing On Friday. Photo: PID

COAS condemns S. Haq assassination

Army’s focus from war 
on terror not be diverted
Our goal is long 
lasting peace; country 
heads towards peace 
& stability

ISLAMABAD

Chief of Army Staff General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Friday, strongly con-
demned assassination of renowned 
religious scholar and political 
leader Moulana Sami ul Haq and 
expressed grief and condolences 
to the bereaved family. 

Earlier, Director General ISPR 
Major General Asif Ghafoor said 
that dragging Pakistan Army into 
every matter was regrettable as 
unfortunately, the army was being 
dragged into every matter.

He made it clear that the Army 
was working on eliminating 
the menace of terrorism from 

Pakistan and that peace will be 
maintained across the country 
and would play its constitutional 
role if requested by the govern-
ment. We are close to winning 
the war against terrorism and our 
attention should not be diverted; 
peace will be maintained across 
the country.

The army spokesperson said 
every Muslim loved the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH) and there was 
no compromise on this. Islam 
teaches us peace, forgiveness and 
love, the DG ISPR said. 

The DG ISPR continued, we 
should not drift away from 
Islamic teachings and the law. He 
added, we want the situation to 
be resolved in a peaceful manner. 

In accordance with the law 
and Constitution, people should 
refrain from statements against 
the army. 

Russia ready to maintain 
strategic stability with US

MOSCOW

Moscow is ready to cooperate with 
Washington to maintain global stabil-
ity, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov said Friday.  

More and more contradictions 
have accumulated between Russia 
and the United States, two leading 
nuclear powers, regarding strategic 
stability, he said at a press confer-
ence with visiting Secretary General 
of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe Thomas 
Greminger.

Lavrov said the channels for settling 
these contradictions have not been 
used for a long period, which creates 
an unacceptable situation from the 
perspective of global security. 

We have repeatedly offered to un-
freeze the channels, which are now 
frozen, and begin a dialogue on all 
aspects of strategic stability, he said.

According to Lavrov, the dialogue 
could include the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF), 
which the United States plans to 
abandon, and the New Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty (New START), 
which expires in 2021. Russia is ready 

to consider the possibility of extend-
ing the New START for another five 
years after its expiration, Lavrov said.

Russia is also ready to discuss with 
the United States the consequences 
of the US withdrawal from the 1972 
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) in 
2002 only to begin deploying a global 
missile defense system. Problems as-
sociated with the deployment of US 
missile defense elements in Europe 
and now in Asia directly affect stra-
tegic stability, so they cannot be left 
out of any honest professional discus-
sions, Lavrov said. 

Moscow says it wants to have a dia-
logue on preventing the placement of 
weapons in space since the situation 
could spiral out of control and stabil-
ity and security may be forgotten, he 
said.

DG ISPR Maj Gen Asif Ghafoor

Dragging army in every matter 
is unfortunate. We have been 
focusing all our energies towards 
the war against terror for the past 

two decades
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Waiting for Indian review 
of confrontation policy
Indian aggressive stance due to upcoming 
elections: FM Qureshi

ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi on Friday said India 
adopted an aggressive attitude 
owing to the upcoming elections 
in the country and the current 
circumstances require New Delhi 
to review its confrontation policy. 
During a question and answer 
session at the National Assembly, 
FM Qureshi submitted his written 
reply in which he said, Kulbhushan 
Yadav’s case is being heard in the 

International Criminal Court with 
the next hearing scheduled for 
February 18, 2019.

The foreign minister further in-
formed the Lower House, there 
are 10,811 Pakistanis imprisoned 
abroad. In Saudi Arabia, 3,000 
Pakistanis are languishing in jails 
while there has been an increase 
in the number of Pakistanis in 
Turkish prison cells. As of this 
year, there are 30,000 Pakistanis 
in Turkish prisons, FM Qureshi 

stated.
Speaking about Pakistan and 

India’s relations, the minister in-
formed the House, the Indian gov-
ernment has taken an aggressive 
stand in light of the upcoming elec-
tions in the country. Circumstances 
dictate that we wait for India to 
review its confrontation policy, he 
added. 

He added, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has offered to mediate the 
crisis in Yemen. 

TLP calls off countrywide protest sit-ins
ISLAMABAD

The Tehree-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
(TLP) called of its countrywide pro-
test sit-ins late Friday night following 
reaching of an agreement with the 
federal and Punjab governments.

Earlier the federal government 
and Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
(TLP) have reached an agreement 
to end countrywide protests over 
the acquittal of Asia Bibi, The ongo-
ing protests are expected end in the 
hours to come.  

A five-point document of the 
agreement signed by the two sides. 
According to the agreement, the gov-
ernment has agreed that it will raise 
no objection to the review petition 

filed by the complainant over Asia 
Bibi’s acquittal, and that due process 
will be followed to bar her from leav-
ing the country. 

The agreement was signed by 
Federal Minister for Religious Affairs 
Sahibzada Dr. Noorul Haq Qadri, 
Punjab Law Minister Raja Basharat 
respresenting the government, 
and Pir Mohammad Afzal Qadri 
Mohammad Waheed Noor from the 
TLP. 

After almost 48 hours, we have 
reached a conclusion after detailed 
negotiations including both federal 
and provincial government rep-
resentatives, Federal Minister for 
Religious Affairs Noorul Haq Qadri 

told media. Qadri said the govern-
ment had agreed to the protesters 
demand that it would not object to 
a review petition over Asia Bibi’s 
acquittal. He further said that due 
process of law would also be fol-
lowed where the Supreme Court or 
High Court would be requested to 
include her name in the ECL.

The five points of the agreement 
include a review petition has been 
filed in the Asia Bibi case which is the 
right of the petitioners. The govern-
ment will raise no objections over 
the review petition. 

Due process will be followed im-
mediately to include the name of 
Asia Bibi in the Exit Control List 

(ECL). Immediate legal action will 
be taken over the martyrdom of any 
individuals during the protest cam-
paign against the acquittal of Asia 
Bibi. All those arrested on October 
30 or afterwards in the protest cam-
paign against Asia Bibi’s acquittal 
will be released immediately.

The TLP apologises to anybody 
whose sentiments have been 
unnecessarily hurt during the 
incident.

The government and TLP have 
reached terms to conclude the lat-
ter’s nationwide protest with the 
government making the concession 
to initiate the legal process to place 
Asia Bibi’s name on the ECL. 

Dubai: Shaheen Afridi celebrates a wicket against New Zealand in 2nd T20I. Photo: ESPNCricinfo

Pre-nuclear deal

US reimposes all 
sanctions on Iran

WASHINGTON

The US announced Friday it is reim-
posing all sanctions lifted under a 2015 
nuclear pact world powers struck with 
Iran.  Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
and Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin made the announcement 
during a telephone call with report-
ers. The new wave of sanctions reim-
positions, the second since August, 
will target Iran’s energy, shipbuild-
ing, shipping and financial sectors. 
Pompeo said the actions are aimed 
at fundamentally altering the behav-

ior of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The US has been trickling out a list 

of 12 demands Iran must meet if it 
wants to see sanctions lifted ahead of 
their reimposition on Monday. 

In all, eight countries will receive 
temporary waivers to allow them 
to continue importing Iranian oil 
after the penalties take effect. The 
European Union is not one of the re-
cipients, according to Pompeo who 
said those who receive waivers have 
made important moves towards get-
ting to zero crude oil importation. 

486 million still hungry in Asia: UN
BANGKOK:

Despite rapid economic growth, the 
Asia-Pacific region has nearly a half 
billion people who go hungry as pro-
gress stalls in improving food security 
and basic living conditions, a United 
Nations report said Friday.  

Even in relatively well-to-do cit-
ies like Bangkok and the Malaysian 
capital Kuala Lumpur, poor families 
cannot afford enough good food for 
their children, often with devastat-
ing long-term consequences for their 
health and future productivity, says 
the report compiled by the Food and 
Agricultural Organization and three 
other UN agencies. In Bangkok, more 
than a third of children were not re-
ceiving an adequate diet as of 2017, 

the report said. In Pakistan only 4 per-
cent of children were getting a “mini-
mally acceptable diet,” it said, citing a 
government survey. 

To be able to meet a goal of reach-
ing zero hunger in the region by 2030, 
110,000 people need to be lifted out of 
hunger and malnutrition every single 
day, said the FAO’s regional director-
general, Kundhavi Kadiresan. After 
all those years of gains in fighting 
hunger and malnutrition in Asia and 
the Pacific we now find ourselves at a 
virtual standstill,” she said. “We have 
to pick up the pace.

Meanwhile, the number of malnour-
ished people in the region has begun 
to rise, especially in East and Southeast 
Asia, with almost no improvement in 

the past several years. In the longer 
term, rates of malnutrition did fall 
from nearly 18 percent in 2005 to 11 
percent in 2017, but hunger-related 
stunting that causes permanent 
impairment is worsening because 
of food insecurity and inadequate 
sanitation, with 79 million children 
younger than 5 across the region af-
fected, the report said. The high risks 
also are reflected in the prevalence in 
wasting among very young children, 
a dangerous rapid weight loss related 
to illness or a lack of food, it said. The 
condition is seen most often in India 
and other parts of South Asia but also 
in Indonesia, Malaysia and Cambodia, 
affecting almost 1 in 10 children in 
Southeast Asia and 15 percent of chil-

dren in South Asia.
The prevalence of wasting is above 

the threshold of public health concern 
in 3 of every 4 countries in the region, 
it said. Conversely, even overweight 
children often are malnourished if 
their families rely on inexpensive 
street foods that are oily, starchy and 
sweet, but unhealthy and sometimes 
unsafe.

The report focused on two main fac-
tors that often contributed to food in-
security: climate-related disasters and 
inadequate access to clear water and 
sanitation. Its authors said that provid-
ing adequate clean drinking water and 
sanitation were crucial for prevent-
ing illnesses that further undermine 
health, especially among children. 

PM condemns 
Samiul Haq 
assassination

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
while condemning the assas-
sination of Maulana Samiul 
Haq on Friday, sought a report 
and directed that an investiga-
tion be carried out immedi-
ately to find the perpetrators. 
The prime minister, who is 
currently on an official visit to 
China, said that Haq’s services 
would always be remembered. 
He stated that the country had 
been deprived of an important 
religious leader.

Pakistan wins 11th 
successive T20 series

DUBAI

Pakistan lived up to their billing as 
the world’s best Twenty20 team 
with a six-wicket victory over 
New Zealand in Dubai on Friday to 
clinch the three-match series 2-0.

Mohammad Hafeez (34, not-out) 
and Shoaib Malik (10) added 34 
quickfire runs to help Pakistan 
overhaul the 154-run target in 19.4 
overs at Dubai stadium, pocketing 
their 11th consecutive series and 
eighth successive T20 match.

New Zealand were lifted to 153-7 
by Corey Anderson and Colin 

Munro who made 44 each after 
Kane Williamson won the toss and 
opted to bat on a slow-paced pitch.

Pakistan won the first match by 
two runs in a last-ball finish in Abu 
Dhabi on Wednesday.

Hafeez, who hit Adam Milne for 
the winning boundary, and Malik 
came together with 50 needed off 
the last five overs. Hafeez hit two 
towering sixes off leg-spinner Ish 
Sodhi in the 17th over to bring the 
target down to 23 in the last three 
overs. Hafeez hit two sixes and a 
boundary in his 21-ball innings.



On the basis of Pakistan’s track re-
cord of connectivity from regional 
and global powers, Pakistan has 
always viewed itself as a gateway, 

its vision restricted to collecting toll and ac-
commodating other countries in their trade 
activities. Pakistan re-imagines connectivity 
as trade not just in goods but also in services, 
ideas and people.

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is 
viewed as a project that will alter the economic 
destiny of Pakistan. Energy and infrastructure 
projects, a modern port at Gwadar, and Special 
Economic Zones across the country are sure to 
generate significant economic activity in the 
years ahead.

However, CPEC is primarily a north-south 
trade corridor that will enhance connectivity 
to China’s periphery beyond the Himalayas 
in the north, and Middle Eastern countries 
across the Arabian Sea in the south. To truly 
realise economic gains from its geo-economic 

location, however, Pakistan must complement 
this north-south corridor with an ambitious 
east-west connectivity project

Therefore, rethinking connectivity from a 
geographic perspective is important because 
connectivity should not be restrained by 
Pakistan’s geostrategic compulsions. The 
significant progress made by African countries 
in regional trade and commerce despite a 
history of entrenched conflict was discussed 
as an example of ways in which commerce 
and be unbounded from Pakistan’s pervasive 
geostrategic limitations.

CPEC’s strength is that it offers an 
alternative land corridor to China for critical 
energy supplies from the Middle East. These 
supplies are currently routed through the 
Strait of Malacca, a key oil trade chokepoint 
connecting the Indian and Pacific oceans 
through the South China Sea. Over 16 million 
barrels of oil move through this region daily; 
the majority end up on China’s eastern 
ports. Once CPEC is completed, China could 
route its energy supplies through Pakistan 
to Xinjiang, thereby reducing its reliance on 
the strait. In a bid to establish itself as more 
than a gateway country, Pakistan must look 
inwards and engage in retrospection as to 

what it can offer the world. Pakistan was 
presently unable to compete globally due to 
lack on investment in a competitive labor force 
or export-competitive industries. The country 
must shift its focus from a purely security led 
approach to public policy to one that works 
towards the betterment of its people. The 
country must invest in ventures that have 
long term results, such as education and 
vocational training to improve the labor force 
and support for innovation in local industries 
to make them internationally competitive. It is 
only after Pakistan has commercial advantage 
can it reposition itself from a gateway country 
to an important trading partner.

Pakistan’s opportunities for trade in the 
region, particularly with its neighbors, security 
driven approaches to bilateral relations 
have limited Pakistan’s long-term economic 
interests within the region. Pakistan has lost 
opportunities for not improving relations with 
neighbours due to other unrelated issues, and 
opportunities for delinking trade discussions 
from political issues.

Writer is Editor Asian Telegraph 
& Melange, International Magazine.

arshans21@yahoo.com

Regional connectivity for trade & economic expansion
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After years of discussing a sequel to the 
Oscar-winning hit, Ridley Scott looks ready 
to return to the coliseum as the director has 
begun development on a new “Gladiator” pic 
with Paramount on board to distribute. “The 
Town” scribe Peter Craig will pen the script. The 
original pic starred Russell Crowe as Maximus, a 
General in the Roman army, who is betrayed by 
the Emperor and left for dead while his family 
is brutally murdered. He is eventually forced to 
become a gladiator after being captured by slave 
traders, who lead him back to Rome to fight as 
a gladiator while plotting his revenge against 
Emperor that betrayed him.

The film would go on to win Best Picture and 
Crowe would end up landing the Best Actor Oscar 
while also grossing $460 million at the worldwide 
box office. It’s not known how the story will 
continue, as Maximus is killed by the end of the 
film. DreamWorks handled the production on the 
first film but is no longer involved, while Universal, 
which co-produced, has the option to come on as 
co-financiers. Scott most recently helmed ‘All the 
Money in the World’ starring Michelle Williams 
and Mark Wahlberg. Scott is repped by WME, and 
Craig is repped by CAA.

Prince Harry shares Markle’s adorable photo
Life Style

In an adorable photo captured 
by her husband, Prince Harry a 
beaming Meghan Markle stands 
sideways with her hands on her 
stomach over her Norrøna coat. 
The picture was posted on the 
official Instagram page for the 
couple and the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge, with a caption that 
expressed thanks to the entire 
country of New Zealand.  The 
photo’s caption also includes a 
quote from Kate Sheppard, who 
was a leader in the New Zealand 
women’s suffrage movement: 
The rain that refreshes the 
parched ground, is made up of 
single drops.

At the beginning of their New Zealand trip, they announced that they’re expecting their first child in spring 2019. 
The duchess is believed to be around four months pregnant. Conservation, mental health, and the importance 
of the Commonwealth have been the main themes of their royal tour, but Meghan also gave three  powerful 
speeches, where she spoke about education and women’s rights. AGENCIES

MONITORING DESK

Maulana Samiul Haq 
assassination an eye opener

Amid fifth generation hybrid warfare, hostile agencies towards Pakistan have 
once again become active as militants’ attacks in Pakistan have significantly 
increased during the month of October 2018. A fresh report in this regard 
has revealed that the number of militant attacks and subsequent deaths have 

increased more than two times during the last month compared with September 2018. 
In October 2018, majority of the attacks took place in FATA followed by Balochistan and 

KP. PICSS recorded 10 militant attacks in FATA in which 13 people were killed including 
five security forces personnel and seven militants while 25 people were injured including 
15 security forces personnel and seven civilians.

This trend depicts that hostile intelligence agencies are finding soft targets in both the 
provinces adjacent to Afghanistan a no militant attack was recorded in Sindh, Punjab, 
Azad Kashmir, and Gilgit-Baltistan. The month of October also saw a rise in the deaths 
of security forces personnel. Balochistan was the deadliest province for security forces 
as 10 out of 16 deaths took place in the province during last month. Most of the security 
forces deaths during the month were caused by Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs).

On Friday evening, assassination of influential religious scholar and former senator 
Maulana Samiul Haq in Rawalpindi apparently seems another act of enemy agencies 
to shatter the whole fabric of Pakistani society by fielding different segments and sects 
against each other. The news of his death comes at a sensitive time, with religio-political 
parties out on the streets protesting the Supreme Court’s acquittal of Asia Bibi, a Christian 
woman, in a blasphemy case.

be able to run their scientific analysis in space, without 
transmitting the data to Earth first. Currently, the 
connection between space and the Earth can be slow 
and unreliable. The connection is often lost, and there 
may be a gap in communication lasting several seconds 
or more. Fernandez said the new computer aims to 
upgrade the experience -- currently a bit like relying 
on an old, dial-up modem. It is slow, it is intermittent 
and it has high latency, he said.

Super-computer brings ‘cloud’ to astronauts in space
A super-computer at the International Space 

Station aims to bring “cloud” computing to 
astronauts in space and speed up their ability 
to run data analysis in orbit, Hewlett-Packard 
Enterprise said. A SpaceX cargo capsule delivered 
the equipment, known as The Spaceborne Computer, 
to the space station in August 2017.  After more 
than a year of tests, HPE says it is ready to bring the 
cloud experience to astronauts for the first time -- a 
kind of “cloud” above the clouds, as it were. We’ve 
completed all the requirements of our original one-
year agreement. It’s been successful and we can open 
it up, HPE technology officer Mark Fernandez said.  A 
super-computer is essentially a group of computers that 
work together.  The one on the ISS contains 32 “cores” 
and is similar to the kind HPE sells on Earth. It is 30 to 
100 times faster than an iPhone or tablet, Fernandez 
said. NASA needed to know that any super computer 
it purchased would be able to function in the harsh 
environment of space, amid microgravity, radiation 
and occasional power outages. The HPE product 
stood up to all the tests. The goal is for astronauts to 

Tech

AGENCIES

can instruct bone marrow stem cells to produce more 
white blood cells that clog up blood vessels. The 
findings represent a new era of heart disease research. 
Hypertension is a major, independent risk factor of 
atherosclerotic cardiovascular disease, but need more 
information to determine reasons resulting in heart 
attacks and strokes.  Atherosclerotic cardiovascular 
disease is a build-up of cholesterol plaque in the walls 
of arteries, causing obstruction of blood flow.

Ridley Scott, Paramount progress on ‘Gladiator’ sequel
Showbiz

Specific brain signals cause dangerous blood pressure
Health

NEWS DESK

MELBOURNE: High blood pressure, or hypertension, 
is suggested to be one of the leading risk factors for 
heart disease. The process in which high blood pressure 
causes heart disease is not completely understood. But 
now scientists at the Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute 
have found that high blood pressure caused by specific 
signalling from the brain promotes heart disease by 
altering stem cells with the bone marrow.  

The results demonstrate an overactive sympathetic 
nervous system that causes elevated blood pressure 

Life & Style
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KARACHI: The stock market once 
again had a volatile session on Friday 
and the benchmark index oscillated 
between red and green zones before 
ending the week higher by around 
300 points.  Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s visit to China seemed to have 
strengthened investor’s sentiments 
due to anticipated good news about 
financial support during the trip.  
Earlier, trading started on a negative 
note, but a buying spree emerged 
shortly afterwards, helping the index 
gain close to 300 points in the first half.  
Volatility intensified in the second half 
due to political uncertainty in the wake 
of protests across the country, which 
made the index rise and fall multiple 

times. It closed the day slightly above 
the 42,000-point mark.

The exploration and production (E&P) 
sector bore the brunt of volatility and 
remained in the red. However, all other 
major sectors including automobile, 
cement and financial notched up gains. 

At the end of trading, the benchmark 
KSE 100-share Index recorded an 
increase of 287.99 points or 0.69% to 
settle at 42,004.09.

Overall, trading volumes increased 
to 292.4 million shares compared 
with Thursday’s tally of 245.1 million. 

The value of shares traded during the 
day was Rs13.8 billion.  Shares of 377 
companies were traded. At the end of 
the day, 253 stocks closed higher, 107 
declined and 17 remained unchanged.  
Pak Elektron was the volume leader 
with 28.7 million shares, losing Rs1.05 
to close at Rs32.15. It was followed by 
The Bank of Punjab with 25.4 million 
shares, gaining Rs0.25 to close at 
Rs13.32 and TRG Pakistan with 17.3 
million shares, gaining Rs1.45 to close at 
Rs30.53.  Foreign institutional investors 
were net sellers of Rs70.15 million 
worth of shares during the trading 
session, according to data compiled 
by the National Clearing Company of 
Pakistan.

SINGAPORE: Oil prices fell on Friday as 
record crude output by the world’s three 
largest producers outweighed supply 
concerns from the start of US sanctions 
next week against Iran’s petroleum exports. 
Front-month Brent crude futures were at 

$72.50 per barrel at 0240 GMT on Friday, 
down 39 cents, or 0.5 percent, from their 
last close. The US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude futures were down 37 cents, 
or 0.6 percent, at $63.32 a barrel.

Crude oil prices took a severe hit as 

investors were unnerved on rising global 
inventories and record high output in 
2018 from oil-producing nations, said 
Benjamin Lu of brokerage Phillip Futures 
in Singapore. Brent has fallen by over 12 
percent since the beginning of October, 
while WTI has lost more than 13 percent 
in value.

The 15-member producer group the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) boosted oil production 
in October to 33.31 million barrels per 
day (bpd), a Reuters survey found this 
week. That is up 390,000 bpd from 
September and the highest by OPEC since 
December 2016, just before the group 
started to voluntarily withhold supply in 
January 2017.

ANKARA: The foreign ministers of the 
Organization of Developing Countries (D-8) 
will convene in Turkey’s Mediterranean 
resort city of Antalya on today (Saturday), 
Turkish Foreign Ministry said on Friday. 
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
will host the 18th meeting of the Council 
of Foreign Ministers of the D-8. During the 

meeting, the decisions taken at 
the Istanbul Summit in 2017 
will be followed up and the 
ways of further strengthening 
cooperation among member 
states and more effective 
functioning of the D-8 will be 
reviewed, the ministry said in a 
statement.

On June 15, 1997, the D-8 was 
launched after Turkish Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan proposed the creation 
of an economic group consisting of eight 
emerging economies from the Muslim 
world. Alongside Turkey, Indonesia, 
Bangladesh, Egypt, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria 
and Pakistan created an organization based 
in Istanbul.

BERLIN: British sprinter Dina Asher-Smith has been 
named Sunday Times Sportswoman of the Year for 
2018.  In August, Asher-Smith became the first British 
woman to win triple European Championship gold, 
winning the 100m, 200m and 4x100m relay titles here. 
England’s Commonwealth Games gold medal-winning 
netball team won the Team of the Year award.

It feels absolutely amazing, it’s a honour, Asher-Smith 
told British media, 2017 was a difficult year, I broke 
my foot. I was very proud to come back from that but 
I didn’t achieve the goals I wanted for that season. I 
worked really hard to make sure 2018 was a far better 
year and it was.

Two-time Olympic skeleton gold medallist Lizzy 
Yarnold - who retired on 15 October.

KSE-100 gains nearly 300 points

WTA Elite Trophy
Muguruza qualifies for S-finals

Sportswoman of the Year 2018

Dina-Smith wins award

Oil prices down by surging output D-8 FMs’ meeting today
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American Biles wins record 13th world title
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61 percent to the fourth quarter 
revenue. Apple said it generated 
19.5 billion dollars in operating cash 
flow and returned over 23 billion to 
shareholders in dividends and share 
repurchases in the quarter, bringing 
total capital returned in fiscal 2018 
to almost 90 billion dollars.

We’re thrilled to report another 
record-breaking quarter that caps 
a tremendous fiscal 2018, the year 
in which we shipped our 2 billionth 
iOS device, celebrated the 10th 
anniversary.

Apple reports 20% high quarterly revenue
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SAN FRANCISCO: Top US 
smartphone manufacturer Apple 
Inc. has announced a 20 percent in 
increase in quarterly sales revenue, 
which hit 62.9 billion U.S. dollars. 
Financial results for Apple’s fiscal 

2018 fourth quarter that ended 
Sept. 29 showed its quarterly 
earnings per diluted share were 
2.91 dollars, up 41 percent from the 
previous corresponding period, and 
its international sales contributed 

ANKARA: Turkish Energy Minister Fatih Donmez 
announced that his country has been exempted from 
the US oil sanctions. Donmez made the remarks 
on Friday on the sidelines of parliament budget 
commission session. Exemptions from the US sanctions 
indicates countries’ reaction against Trump’s unilateral 
decision against Iran.

The US failure in decreasing Iran oil exports to zero 
becomes more apparent every day. Iran is regarded as 
one of the most important trade partners for Turkey, 

he said. Both countries have so far signed important contracts in oil and gas fields, he added. 
Earlier, Foreign Minister of Turkey Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu said Turkey will continue trade with Iran regardless of the 

US unilateral sanctions. Turkey will not support any sanctions and will continue trade with Iran, Russia and other 
countries since Turkey is an independent country and has sovereignty, he said earlier. 

Turkey exempted from US anti-Iran oil sanctions
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DOHA: American Simone Biles has become the first 
gymnast to win 13 world titles. The 21-year-old won 
vault gold at the World Championships here.  It was her 
third world title in this year’s Championships and she 
has now broken the all-time record set by Belarusian 
male gymnast Vitaly Scherbo in 1996. Biles made 
history by becoming the first woman to pick up four 
all-around world titles after winning the team and all-
around events. 

The favourite for vault gold received a mark of 15.366 

- ahead of Canada’s Shallon Olsen and Mexico’s Alexa 
Moreno. She also picked up silver in the uneven bars - 
her first international medal on that apparatus. I am very 
excited. I have worked especially hard on the uneven 
bars. I am proud of the outcome so far. The uneven bars 
medal is my favourite because I have worked so hard 
in that event, she said. The gymnast had not competed 
internationally since the 2016 Olympics, then on the eve 
of the Championships she was admitted to hospital with 
a kidney stone.

ZHUHAI: Garbine Muguruza saved three match 
points before beating Anastasija Sevastova to reach 
the WTA Elite Trophy semi-finals here. Garbine 
Muguruza is a two-time Grand Slam champion and 
former world number one.  The Spaniard, a two-
time Grand Slam champion, outplayed the Latvian 
6-7 (4-7) 6-2 7-6 (7-1). Sevastova served for the 
match in the final set but Muguruza found a fine 
winner to break, before going on to dominate the 
tie-break. These matches are the ones that really 
count, Muguruza, 25, said.

It’s long, it’s difficult, you have match points against 
you, you don’t lose your courage, you don’t lose your 
enthusiasm. And it worked today.
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