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Ghost Nebula Captured
NASA’s space telescope spots the cosmic 

Ghost Nebula that haunts the constellation 
Cassiopeia. The Ghost Nebula is located in the 

W-shaped constellation Cassiopeia. The nebula 
is being blasted by a torrent of radiation from a 

nearby, blue-giant star called Gamma Cassiopeiae, 
which can be easily seen with the unaided eye at 

the center of the distinctive ‘W’ asterism that forms 

www.theasiantelegraph.net

PM constitutes executive 
committee of NEC
PM orders NPHA’s to devise future action plan in 3 weeks

QQ OUR CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on Friday constituted an 
executive committee of National Economic Council 
(NEC) comprising eight members, according to an 
official notification.

The NEC’s executive committee will be headed by 
Finance Minister Asad Umar, the notification said. The 
members of the committee included PM’s adviser 
on Trade and Industries Razak Dawood, Minister for 
Planning and Development Khusro Bakhtiar, PM’s 
aide on austerity Dr Ishrat Hussain and Punjab 
Finance Minister Makhdoom Hashim Jawanbakhat. 
The committee also includes Sindh minister Nisar 
Khuhro, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Finance Minister 
Taimoor Saleem Khan and Balochistan Minister for 
Communications Tariq Magsi. The federal secre-
taries for finance, planning and development, and 
economic affairs division will also be part of the ex-

ecutive committee.

Meanwhile, chairing a meeting of the Task Force on 
Naya Pakistan Housing Project here Prime Minister 
appreciated the progress made so far and directed 
the Task Force to finalize modalities and future action 
plan regarding the establishment of Naya Pakistan 
Housing Authority, detailed and multifaceted finan-

cial model catering to different income groups and 
the legal framework within 03 weeks. The Prime 
Minister said that the response received so far both 
from the local investors as well as foreign investors 
and overseas Pakistanis towards the project was 
encouraging. He said that unfortunately the hous-
ing sector had remained one of the most neglected 
area in past and no serious effort was made by the 
previous governments to cater to the needs of the 
low-income groups for provision of shelter. He said 
that 05 million housing project is the flagship project 
of the present government which would create huge 
job opportunities for the youth and would provide a 
boost to over 40 allied industries of the construction 
sector. *

Chairman NADRA briefed the Prime Minister about 
the progress so far on registration process which is 
being undertaken for ascertaining demand and pro-
filing of the various income groups.

Minister of State and CEO of Abu Dhabi National Oil Company Dr. Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber called on Prime Minister 
Imran Khan at PM Office Islamabad on Friday. Photo: PID

COAS confirms death 
sentences for 14 terrorists

QQ DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT
RAWALPINDI

Army chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa 
has confirmed death sentences 
awarded to 14 hardcore terrorists 
involved in heinous offences related 
to terrorism.

The Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) said on Friday the terrorists 
had been handed down sentences 
for attacking armed forces, law en-
forcement agencies (LEAs), killing 
civilians, and destructing educa-
tional institutions, Pakistan Tourism 
Development Corporation (PTDC) 
and Hotel Malam Jabba, Swat.

In total, the convicts were involved 
in the killing of 22 persons including 
three civilians, 19 security and po-
lice officials, and injuring 23 others. 
Arms and explosives were recovered 
from the possession of the terrorists, 

who were all tried by special military 
courts. Eight of the convicts, besides 
death sentences, have been awarded 
imprisonment.

Rehman Ali, Saifur Rehman, 
Rehmat Ali and Fazal Mabood: 
All the convicts were members of 
proscribed organisation, and were 
involved in the destruction of an 
educational institution and attacking 
security and police personnel, which 
resulted in the death of Naib Subedar 
Muhammad Hanif along with seven 
soldiers, a civilian, and injuries to 12 
others. They were also found in pos-
session of firearms and explosives. 
They were awarded death sentence.

Irshad Ahmed: A member of pro-
scribed organisation, Ahmed was 
involved in attacking LEAs, which 
resulted in the death of Sepoy Raza 
Khan.

CPEC not a burden on Pak economy

Chinese envoys brush ‘misconceptions’ aside
China eagerly looks 
forward to PM Khan’s 
upcoming visit

QQ DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT
ISLAMABAD

Chinese Ambassador to Islamabad 
Yao Jing said on Friday that his 
country would provide all possible 

assistance to help Pakistan batter 
the economic challenges, as both the 
nations are set to lay foundation for 
implementation of second phase of 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). We understand Pakistan 
right now faces some challenges 
and definitely as a friend China will 
extend whatever assistance possi-
ble, said Ambassador Yao Jing while 

speaking to reporters at the Chinese 
embassy.

The embassy held a four-hour long 
briefing to share details of the up-
coming visit of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, the future bilateral coopera-
tion and the status of the CPEC and 
misconceptions about it.  A Chinese 
embassy official also said that no 
Chinese company was involved in 

any kind of financial irregularity, 
stressing that China has strict policy 
against corrupt practices.

The ambassador said that the 
Chinese leaders, the government and 
the people were eagerly looking for-
ward to the historical visit of Prime 
Minister Khan. In terms of financial 
assistance during the visit of PM, we 
will provide hopefully a grant to the 

Pakistani government and at the end 
of the visit there will be good news, 
said Lijian Zhao, the deputy chief of 
mission of Chinese embassy. He said 
that China does not want to embar-
rass Pakistani friends but it has pro-
vided huge support for stabilising the 
country’s foreign exchange reserves. 
Only China Development Bank has 
provided $2.7 billion commercial 

loans, he added.
Pakistan has sought financial aid 

from China, Saudi Arabia and United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). It has so far se-
cured a $6 billion lifeline from Saudi 
Arabia. The deputy envoy said that 
many agreements and Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) will be 
signed at the end of the premier’s 
visit. 

0.6m
forms of Naya Pakistan Housing Project have been 
downloaded so far

NATO-Russia 
Council convened 
next week

BRUSSELS

NATO says its ambassadors will 
meet with Russia’s envoy next 
week amid rising tensions over 
the future of a landmark missile 
agreement and as the alliance 
conducts large-scale military 
exercises near Russia’s western 
border. NATO headquarters 
said Friday that they would 
meet in a NATO-Russia Council 
their main forum for dialogue 
at the military alliance’s 
Brussels headquarters on 
October 31.

NATO suspended practical 
cooperation with Russia in 
2014 after it annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula but has kept 
channels open for such meet-
ings and for military-to-military 
cooperation.

The NRC has met eight 
times in the last two years but 
agreeing its agenda has proven 
a challenge. No agenda was 
announced for Wednesday’s 
meeting.

The meeting is part of NATO’s 
twin-track approach of strong 
defense and meaningful dia-
logue with Russia, the official, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity due to restrictions 
on speaking to the media. 

US Actions

WTO member group to 
reform rules

QQ BUREAU REPORT
OTTAWA

Top trade officials from 12 coun-
tries and the European Union 
vowed to reform the World Trade 
Organization rules in the face of 
US actions that threaten to para-
lyse the body and address some 
of Washington’s complaints about 
Chinese subsidies. 
The officials, meeting in the Canadian 
capital Ottawa, said they shared a 
common resolve for rapid and con-
certed action to address challenges 
to the WTO. The current situation 
at the WTO is no longer sustain-

able. Our resolve for change must 
be matched with action, the officials 
said in a communique issued after 
their day-long meeting ended.

The United States and China, which 
are locked in an escalating tariff 
war that is threatening the WTO’s 
foundations, were not invited to the 
meeting to discuss reform ideas, but 
Canadian Trade Minister Jim Carr 
said he would report outcomes to 
them and try to persuade them to 
join the reform effort. Carr acknowl-
edged that no WTO reforms could 
proceed without a buy-in from the 
world’s two largest economies. 

Cecilia Malmstrom, Aloysio Nunes, Roberto Azevedo and Jim Carr pose with of-
ficials during the Ottawa Ministerial on WTO Reform in Ottawa. Photo: Reuters
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Oil on deferred payment

Pak seeks facility from UAE
Emirati delegation interested in LNG terminal in Pakistan: Qureshi
QQ DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Friday said Pakistan has 
asked the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
for a deferred payment facility for the 
import of oil, similar to the one agreed 
with Saudi Arabia earlier this week. 
Qureshi said this while addressing a 
press conference here, during which 
he briefed the media about a meet-
ing earlier in the day between Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and a high-level 
delegation led by UAE Minister of 
State Sultan Ahmed Al-Jaber.

The minister said the UAE del-
egation is visiting Pakistan under the 
aegis of UAE Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed to discuss mu-
tually beneficial projects which both 
countries can undertake. The delega-
tion said bilateral relations between 
Pakistan and UAE are decades old, but 
there was a dip in the last 4-5 years, 
Qureshi said. In today’s meeting, we 
have discussed measures to expand 
the economic side of our longstanding 
bilateral ties.

 First, in the agriculture sector, we 
have discussed how we can increase 
exports to the UAE. We have an ex-
portable surplus in rice which we 
used to export [to the country], but 
our exports have decreased consid-
erably in the last few years.

In fruits, I discussed with them the 
export of citrus and mangoes. We 
have both in abundance and there is 
a demand in UAE too. 

Due to our proximity, we can easily 
export these despite them being per-
ishable items, the foreign minister 
said, adding that the UAE has an effec-
tive way of processing and packaging 
food, so we have decided to benefit 
from their expertise. 

  The foreign minister further said 
that the matter regarding setting up 
a state-of-the-art LNG terminal in 
Pakistan with UAE’s cooperation was 

also discussed during the meeting. 
The Emirati delegation has expressed 
interest in setting up an LNG terminal 
in Pakistan, he said.

Qureshi said a member of Emirati 
real estate company Emaar was also 
part of the delegation.  We told them 
that the government was planning to 
build five million houses and asked if 
they could be of any help in this re-
gard, the foreign minister said. 

Another issue which we are facing 
these days is that of water shortage. 
UAE holds expertise in water desali-
nation and if they could invest in set-
ting up a plant in Karachi or Gwadar, 
our water crisis will be resolved and 
it will be a massive development,” 
Qureshi said.

Referring to Pakistan’s foreign pol-
icy, the foreign minister said Pakistan 
is pursuing its policy with other coun-
tries based on mutual benefits and na-
tional interest. In order to make the 
foreign policy stronger and robust, it 
has been decided to appoint profes-
sional diplomats in key foreign capi-
tals, the minister said.

Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Reform Makhdum Khusro Bakhtiar chairing a meeting on Net Hydel Profit at Islamabad on Friday. Photo: PID

Net Hydel Profit

Govt to ensure 
provinces’ due share  

QQ COMMERCE REPORT
ISLAMABAD

Federal Minister for Planning, 
Development & Reform Makhdum 
Khusro Bakhtyar has said that the 
incumbent Government is committed 
to give due share of Net Hydel Profit 
(NHP) to provinces. 

The Federal Minister said this while 
chairing a meeting on Net Hydel Profit 
here at Islamabad on Friday. Advisor 
to CM KPK on Energy, Secretary 
Planning Zafar Hasan, Secretary 
Water Resources, senior officials from 
Ministry of IPCC, Punjab, KPK were 
also present in the meeting. 

The Minister said that the 
Government would ensure imple-
mentation of CCI decision to resolve 
all outstanding issues regarding de-
termination of NHP.

The meeting deliberated upon the 
way forward for determining the 
share of NHP which is required to be 
paid to the province where a hydel 
power station is located as per pro-
vision of the Constitution stipulated 
under Article 161 (2). The Minister 
called for examining the case in de-
tail and constituted a sub-committee 

comprising all the stakeholders to 
present its report/recommenda-
tions for implementation of the CCI 
decision in the matter and for deter-
mination of rates/net profits. The 
sub-committee will submit its report 
in thirty days. 

While chairing a separate meeting 
here Minister underscored the need 
for carrying out quality and policy-
focused research for effective devel-
opment and economic policy making 
to enable the policymakers to devise 
sound strategies for achieving desired 
development results. 

It may be noted that the Federal 
Minister in his capacity as Deputy 
Chairman Planning Commission is 
the Chancellor of PIDE. MNA Ms. 
Shandana Gulzar, Vice Chancellor 
PIDE Dr. Asad Zaman, members 
PIDE Senate and senior officials of 
the Ministry were also present in the 
meeting.

The Federal Minister said that PIDE 
is an important research institution 
which should be further strengthened 
and equipped to make it a state of the 
art centre of excellence for research 
and academic purposes. 

US Sanctions not to Impact Russian Sovereign Rating: Moody’s
QQ NEWS AGENCIES

MOSCOW

Good financial results shown by 
Russian companies may facilitate 
the return of foreign investment to 
the country, Kristin Lindow, Moody’s 
senior vice president, said in an exclu-
sive interview.  

For example, recent strong corpo-
rate profits quite naturally can result 
in repatriation of profits by foreign 
investors. Also, the cleanup that the 
CBR has done in the banking system 
has reduced significantly capital flight, 
Lindow, who is the leading Russia’s 
sovereign rating analyst at Moody’s, 
said. Lindow stressed that there are 
many factors contributing to capital 
inflow and outflow, and not all of the 
factors leading to capital outflow are 
negative.

Now what we see is normal market 
forces less than capital flight. On the 

other hand, I do think that the uncer-
tainty created by the threat of addi-
tional US sanctions could continue 
to deter capital inflows, she added. 
According to the Russian Central 
Bank, in the third quarter of 2018, net 
capital outflow from Russia increased 
by 48 times year-on-year, making 
$19.2 billion, compared to $0.4 bil-
lion.  Moreover, Moody’s senior vice 
president also said that the new set 
of US sanctions is unlikely to lead to 
the country’s sovereign rating decline.

Should more severe sanctions be 
imposed, we would probably want 
to wait to see the actual impact on 
the government’s actual credit pro-
file before upgrading the rating to 
investment grade. Still, such develop-
ments are not expected to lead us to 
downgrade the rating, although we 
could decide to move the outlook to 
stable from positive, Lindow, who is 

the leading Russia’s sovereign rating 
analyst at Moody’s, said. In January, 
Moody’s changed its outlook on 
Russia’s sovereign rating from stable 
to positive, while affirming the rating 

at “Ba1,” which the agency regards as 
non-investment. The positive outlook 
implies around a 30% likelihood that 
we will move the rating in that direc-
tion [increase it], Lindow stressed.

Russian Finance Minister Anton 
Siluanov said last week that the 
National Wealth Fund will total 3.8 
trillion rubles ($58 billion) by the 
end of 2018 and increase to almost 8 
trillion rubles in late 2019. The fund 
is approaching the set target of 7 per-
cent of GDP, in excess of which the ac-
cumulated funds could be invested in 
various assets, the minister stressed. 
Moreover, Russia’s Finance Ministry, 
in draft amendments to the Russian 
budget for 2018, has increased the 
surplus to 2 percent of GDP from 0.5 
percent. According to the latest World 
Economic Outlook (WEO) report, 
the IMF has raised its projections for 
Russian economy growth in 2019 to 
1.8 percent. 

In particular, the current changes 
in projections for Russia are largely 
supported by higher oil prices and 
recovering domestic demand.

China, Japan mend ties 
amid Trump challenge

QQ BUREAU REPORT
BEIJING

China’s ongoing trade spate with 
the US has dominated Japan PM 
Shinzo Abe’s visit to the country. 
The first Sino-Japanese summit 
since 2011 could further thaw 
relations between Asia’s two big-
gest economies.  Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe said Friday 
that Japan and China have a duty 
to ensure regional security. On his 
first bilateral visit to China, Abe 
added that the two countries need 
to normalize ties and work together 
on the North Korea issue.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang wel-
comed Abe at Beijing’s Tiananmen 
Square. In a veiled reference to 
US President Donald Trump’s 
‘America First’ protectionism poli-
cies, he stressed that both nations 
recognize free trade should be 

safeguarded.
Abe’s trip China comes at a time 

when Beijing is locked in a trade 
dispute with the US, with both 
countries imposing reciprocal tar-
iffs. President Trump has also tar-
geted Japanese exports in his effort 
to reduce US trade deficit. The visit 
is certainly a historic turning point. 
The ties between the two countries 
deteriorated in the past few years, 
with Japan wary of China’s asser-
tive policies. 

EU court rejects 
Austrian plea over 
blasphemy

STRASBOURG

The European Court of 
Human Rights (ECHR) ruled 
against defamation of Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) and said 
such activities exceed the 
permissible limits of freedom 
of expression. Upholding a 
lower court’s decision, the 
ECHR said that defaming 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
goes beyond the permissible 
limits of an objective debate 
and could stir up prejudice and 
put at risk religious peace. The 
court’s decision comes after an 
Austrian national named Mrs 
S. held two seminars in 2009, 
in which she defamed the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH).



Entire Pakistani nation as well as 
Kashmiris residing in Pakistan 
and abroad observe Black Day 

throughout the World on 27th October 
every year in protest against illegal oc-
cupation of Kashmir Valley by Indian 
Armed Forces in 1947. This day they ex-
press solidarity with their suppressed 
and tyrannized brethren under the illegal 
occupation of Indian occupying forces in 
Indian occupied Kashmir. Pakistanis and 
Kashmiris vow to provide moral, political 
and diplomatic support till the liberation 
of Indian-held Kashmir from the Indian 
clutches. Pakistan has a clear stance that 
without the resolution of Kashmir issue, 
sustainable peace was not possible in the 
region.  There is a need for an independ-
ent, transparent and fair investigation into 

these human rights violations under the 
UN. International community must pay 
heed to the miseries and sufferings of the 
Kashmiri people. Kashmiris must be given 
a right to decide on their political future 
through a plebiscite to be held by the 
United Nations. India landed her troops in 
Srinagar this day 70 years ago against the 
wishes of the locals.  The occupied forces 
have so far failed to dominate the will of 
Kashmiri people, who continue to stand up 
against the Indian occupation.

Illegal occupation of Kashmir by the 
Indian Forces is the most tragic chapter of 
history. Kashmir dispute is a burning issue 
and an unending threat to the peace for not 
only the region but also for entire World 
and the international community must play 
its due role to end atrocities and human 
violations by the Indian Security Forces in 
Occupied Kashmir and peaceful settlement 
of this core issue.  

Expressing solidarity with the people of 
held Valley. Pakistanis’ relations with the 
Kashmiri brethren is not only based upon 
the religion, civilization and humanity but 

also related to blood. Pakistan firmly com-
mitted to finding out a just and peaceful 
solution of Kashmir dispute in accordance 
with the UN Security Council Resolutions 
and aspirations of people of Kashmir.  
Pakistan would continue moral, political 
and diplomatic support at regional and 
international forum till the realization of 
their objectives.

The indiscriminate use of pellet guns on 
unarmed protestors, incidents of human 
rights violations, desecration of human 
lives, rapes and depriving the children 
from their eye-sights, detention of Kashmiri 
leadership and imposition of curfew in held 
valley. The struggle of Kashmiri people for 
self-determination cannot be silenced 
with gun and atrocities.  The sacrifices of 
Kashmiri people will not go in vein and will 
be fruitful. The human rights violations has 
a long history in Indian Occupied Kashmir 
and United Nations has declared IOK a dis-
puted territory.

Writer is Editor Asian Telegraph 
& Melange, International Magazine.

arshans21@yahoo.com

Black Day 27th October
World must resolve Kashmir issue
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FLORIDA: It’s been nearly two weeks since 
Ariana Grande and Pete Davidson called off their 
engagement and the Breathin singer is tackling 
some split rumors head-on. Grande, 25, broke 
her silence about their breakup after she had to 
tell him straight up to leave her alone. He’s tried 
contacting her and sending gifts in hopes that 
she will change her mind and take him back, but 
that’s not going to happen, a friend of Grande 
said. She changed the locks on her $16 million 
condo. She had no idea how much everyone in 
her family didn’t like him until she broke it off 
and was like. The singer caught wind of the article 
after being alerted to it on social media by a pop 
culture news Twitter account. Grande tweeted, 
none of this is true. She also asked that the media 
and everybody stop making stuff up so she and 
Davidson can heal and support one another 
moving forward. 

As for Davidson, he seems to be having a hard 
time. The comedian canceled his second standup 
set in the wake of their split; however, he tried 
to make light of it at an appearance over the 
weekend. Well, as you could tell, I don’t want to 
be here. There’s a lot going on, he told the crowd 
during a standup set.

Meghan makes fashion faux pas in Tonga
Life Style

TONGA: Meghan Markle epitomized elegance 
when she arrived for an official dinner with the 
Tongan king and queen on Thursday night. With 
Prince Harry by her side, the 37-year-old Duchess 
of Sussex stepped out in a white floor-length gown 
with cap sleeves by Theia. She paired the dress 
with her favorite Aquazzura Deneuve pumps and 
a Givenchy clutch. As the royal couple arrived at 
the Consular House in central Nuku’alofa, the John 
Lennon classic Imagine played in the background 
ahead of an evening that featured some traditional 
Tongan entertainment.

Earlier in the day, the couple arrived in Tonga, 
and all eyes were on Meghan when she accidentally 
made a fashion faux pas. As she stepped off the 
plane in a stunning scarlet $515 Self-Portrait 
dress, eagle-eyed royal watchers noticed she still 
had the tag swinging off the frock’s midi-length 
hem. Aside from the hanging label, the long-sleeve 
dress beautifully showed off the duchess’s growing 
baby bump. She paired it with black stilettos and a 
matching clutch. AGENCIES

MONITORING DESK

APA Meetings Gwadar:  
A Regional Trust in Pakistan

P akistan occupies a geopolitically important location at the crossroads of South 
Asia, the Middle East and Central Asia. Its geo-strategic location makes it a land of 
connectivity. Pakistan is taking this connectivity to Asia and beyond and presence 

of African and European countries at the APA forum in Gwadar is testimonial to this fact. 
The Upper House of the Parliament is hosting Meetings of APA Standing Committee on 
Political Affairs & Special Committee for Creation of Asian Parliament in Gwadar, 29 – 31 
October, 2018, the future hub of Asian trade. The initiative of Senate of Pakistan of holding 
the Asian Parliamentary Assembly meetings in Gwadar is appreciated by all stakeholders 
and the arrival of delegations from Asian, African and European countries in big numbers 
a success for country and a sign of trust of Parliaments around the world in Pakistan.

The organisation of the meetings of Asian Parliamentary Assembly in Gwadar will not 
only mark a success for Pakistan on international stage but will also introduce the new 
port city of Gwadar  as the new economic hub of the Asian region. Holding the meetings 
in Gwadar is only natural for the Asian region whose future trade and business potential 
is going to be defined by this strategically located city of Pakistan.

Around 100 Member Parliaments from 26 from Asian, African and European countries 
will be sitting together in Gwadar to deliberate on matters facing the Asian Region and 
to look into ways and means to make the Asian Region more inclusive and development 
oriented. The trust of region on Pakistan and the acknowledgement of its proactive role 
in taking necessary steps for development has been revealed through confirmation of 
attendance by 26 Asian countries including Secretary General Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) to this meeting.

AGCM said, adding that Apple and Samsung failed to 
provide customers with an effective way to recover the 
full functionality of their devices. This pushed consumers 
to buy new devices, according to the AGCM. 

Apple was fined an additional 5 million euros for 
allegedly failing to provide adequate information on how 
to maintain and replace phone batteries. Last December, 
Apple acknowledged that its iOS software slows down 
the performance of older iPhones.

Apple, Samsung fined for slowed phones updates

ROME: Apple and Samsung have been fined for 
software updates that Italy’s antitrust watchdog said 
slowed down users’ phones. The Italian Competition 
Authority, or AGCM, fined Apple and Samsung 5 million 
euros (about $5.7 million) each for releasing software 
updates that significantly reduced the performance of 
phones, the AGCM said in a statement. 

Both companies urged people to install updates that 
weren’t adequately supported by their devices, the 

Tech

AGENCIES

author Rena Zelig, director of the Master of Science in 
Clinical Nutrition Program at Rutgers School of Health 
Professions. If its integrity is impaired, the functional 
ability of an individual to consume an adequate diet 
may be adversely impacted. Although further studies 
need to examine the relationships between tooth loss 
and malnutrition risk, Zelig said the findings show that 
dental clinics are ideal locations to perform nutritional 
status screenings as they can identify patients who 
may not regularly visit a primary care provider and 
who may be at risk for malnutrition. Clinicians also can 
provide patients with referrals to Registered Dietitians 
and community assistance programs such as Meals on 
Wheels to prevent further decline in nutritional status, 
she said.

Grande breaks silence on Davidson split
Showbiz

Tooth loss indicates malnutrition
Health

NEWS DESK

NEW JERSEY: The latest study has revealed that a 
trend in which patients with 10 to 19 teeth were more 
likely to be at risk for malnutrition. Those patients 
classified as having malnutrition had higher rates of 
weight loss, ate less and more frequently reported that 
they suffered with dementia and/or depression and 
severe illnesses than those who had a normal nutrition 
status. The results showed that more than 25 percent 
of the patients had malnutrition or were at risk for 
malnutrition. The health records of 107 community-
dwelling senior citizens treated at the Rutgers School 
of Dental Medicine clinic. Older adults are at risk for 
both impaired oral health and malnutrition, according 
to a study by Rutgers University researchers. The mouth 
is the entry way for food and fluid intake, said lead 

Life & Style
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KARACHI: The KSE-100 index 
advanced beyond expectations on Friday 
and climbed over 900 points as investors 
anticipated a positive outcome from 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s upcoming 
visit to China, which may announce 
some financial assistance for Pakistan 
to avert a balance of payments crisis. 
Saudi Arabia has already agreed on 
giving a $6-billion financial package to 
Pakistan to help shore up the dwindling 
foreign currency reserves. With such 
positive news reports about the 
economy, the benchmark index soared 
past the 40,400-point barrier and ended 
the third consecutive day in the black. 
Earlier, the trading started on a positive 
note, but soon it turned lacklustre and 

the first half closed flat. In the second 
half, the index exhibited an exceptional 
performance and took a U-turn as 
buying spree prevailed on the back of 
strong investor sentiments. At the end 
of trading, the benchmark KSE 100-share 
Index recorded an increase of 924.54 

points or 2.33% to settle at 40,556.45.
Overall, trading volumes increased 

to 368.3 million shares compared with 
Thursday’s tally of 343.9 million. The 
value of shares traded during the day was 
Rs13.98 billion. Shares of 396 companies 
were traded. At the end of the day, 278 

stocks closed higher, 104 declined and 
14 remained unchanged. The Bank of 
Punjab was the volume leader with 
53.5 million shares, gaining Rs0.16 to 
close at Rs12.12. It was followed by 
Lotte Chemical with 25 million shares, 
gaining Rs0.7 to close at Rs19.92 and 
K-Electric Limited with 14.93 million 
shares, gaining Rs0.18 to close at Rs5.99. 
Foreign institutional investors were net 
sellers of Rs387.8 million worth of shares 
during the trading session, according to 
data compiled by the National Clearing 
Company of Pakistan

The index registered one of the highest 
volumes after May 2017, which was 
known for huge foreign selling due to 
status upgrade for Pakistan from the 
MSCI Frontier.

TOKYO: Oil prices fell on Friday and were 
heading for a third weekly loss, pulled 
down as Saudi Arabia’s OPEC governor said 
the market may become oversupplied soon 
and after a slump in global equities clouded 
the outlook for demand. Brent crude 
futures were down 51 cents, or 0.7 percent, 
at $76.38 a barrel by 0331 GMT. The 

global benchmark is 
on course for a weekly 
loss of over 4 percent. 
US crude was down 
64 cents, or 1 percent, 
at $66.68 a barrel. The 
US benchmark is set 
for a 3.5 percent loss 
this week. “Bearish 
sentiment could force 

a re-test of support in the low $70.0 per 
barrel range, Fitch Solutions said in a note 
on Friday.

Saudi Arabia’s OPEC governor said on 
Thursday that the oil market could face 
oversupply in the current quarter. The 
market in the fourth quarter could be 
shifting toward an oversupply situation as 

evidenced by rising inventories over the 
past few weeks, Adeeb Al-Aama said. Saudi 
Arabia Energy Minister Khalid Al-Falih said 
there could be a need for intervention to 
reduce oil stockpiles after increases in 
recent months. The US crude oil stockpiles 
rose last week for the fifth consecutive 
week, while gasoline and distillate 
inventories fell, the Energy Information 
Administration said this week.

Falls in stock markets have roiled oil 
prices this week as Wall Street had its 
biggest daily decline since 2011. The 
near $10 per barrel drop in Brent crude 
seen over October is a spillover from the 
global sell-off in equities and broader risk-
off sentiment in the market, said Fitch 
Solutions.

WASHINGTON: The US economy grew at a 
robust annual rate of 3.5 percent in the July-
September quarter as the strongest burst 
of consumer spending in nearly four years 
helped offset a sharp drag from trade. The 
Commerce Department said Friday that the 
third quarter’s gross domestic product, the 
country’s total output of goods and services, 
followed an even stronger 4.2 percent rate of 
growth in the second quarter.

The two quarters marked the strongest 
consecutive quarters of growth since 2014. 
The result was slightly higher than many 
economists had been projecting. It was 
certain to be cited by President Donald 
Trump as evidence his economic policies are 
working. But some private economists worry 
that the recent stock market declines could 

be a warning signal of a coming slowdown. 
The GDP report along with next week’s 
unemployment report for October are the last 
major looks at the economy before voters go 
to the polls in the mid-term elections.

For this year, economists are projecting the 
momentum built up should result in growth 
of 3 percent, the best annual showing in 
13 years. But they believe the impact of 
Trump’s trade war with China and rising 
interest rates will slow growth in 2019 to 
around 2.4 percent, with a further decline 
to under 2 percent in 2020. I think we will 
see a significant slowdown, in part because 
economic growth has been raised to an 
artificially high level by the tax cuts, said Sung 
Won Sohn, chief economist at SS Economics 
in Los Angeles

ISTANBUL: A Turkish free diver on Friday set a new 
freshwater world record in southwestern Turkey.

Sahika Ercumen dove 65 meters down in Burdur’s 
Lake Salada in 1 minute and 58 seconds, breaking 
the old record of 55 meters in fresh water. l thought l 
couldn’t hold my breath because the water was cold but 
l broke the record and l’m happy, she told reporters after 
her feat, meant to mark Turkey’s upcoming Republic 
Day. My goal was to draw attention to the protection of 
Lake Salda, she added. Lake Salda, known as Turkey’s 
Maldives, spans 4,70 hectares and is Turkey’s deepest 
lake, going down to 184 meters (604 feet). Each year, 
Turkey marks Republic Day on Oct. 29, commemorating 
the proclamation of the Turkish Republic in 1923. On 
Oct. 29, 1923, the Turkish Republic.
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being faced by the airline, but he will 
do his best to overcome them. The 
CEO added that though the airline 
is facing financial and administrative 
problems, there is no doubt it will 
once again attain its past glory. He 
noted that the way forward is difficult, 
but is certainly achievable. All PIA em-
ployees will have to put in hard work 
with utmost sincerity and dedication 
to bring back the past glory of the na-
tional flag carrier within the shortest 
possible time.

Air Marshal Arshad Malik new PIA chief
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ISLAMABAD: Air Marshal Arshad 
Malik has taken charge of Pakistan 
International Airlines (PIA) as the 
president and Chief Executive Officer, 
said an official statement on Friday. 
After assuming his new responsibil-
ities, Malik pledged there will be no 
retrenchment in PIA, saying all em-
ployees to work in harmony to bring 
back the past glory of the airline. Malik 
said he is grateful to Allah Almighty for 
giving him the opportunity to serve 
the nation in the new arena. He said 
he is also grateful to the government 

for showing confidence in him for the 
revival and turnaround of the airline. 
He said that he was well aware of the 
problems, constraints and challenges 

MOSCOW: Moscow is taking steps to minimize the 
adverse effect of the US’ sanctions on its relations with 
Iran, said the spokeswoman of the Russian Foreign 
Ministry, while describing the sanctions as illegitimate. 
In a press briefing, Maria Zakharova said the sanctions 
Washington is imposing on Iran are ‘illegitimate’ 
and Russia is to adopt measures to ensure that the 
sanctions have as little impact as possible on its 
business with Tehran.

‘I would like to once again affirm Russia’s principled 
position that US unilateral sanctions are illegitimate. We are taking measures to ensure that they have minimal 
negative impact on Russian-Iranian trade and economy cooperation,’ Zakharova said, according to Sputnik report. 
She also referred to Iran’s Sirik thermal power plant in the southern country, and the construction of the second 
and the third units of Bushehr nuclear power plant as instances of economic cooperation.

Russia to deal with Iran despite US sanctions

AGENCIES

DUBAI: Pakistan upstaged Australia by 11 runs in 
the second Twenty20 international in Dubai to take 
an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-match series on 
Friday.

Babar Azam (45) and Mohammad Hafeez (40) lifted 
Pakistan to 147-6 in their 20 overs before restricting 

Australia to 136-8 in 20 overs.
For Australia Glenn Maxwell top scored with 52.
Pakistan won the first match by 66 runs in Abu Dhabi 

on Wednesday. The third and final match is also in 
Dubai on Sunday.

ISTANBUL: Belgium’s Genk has beaten Turkey’s 
Besiktas in their third match of the Europa League 
2018-19 group stage.  The third week of the of league 
play concluded with 24 matches. In the away match, 
Genk’s Samatta volley around the penalty spot area 
put the Belgians ide in front at the 23rd minute. In the 
second half, Samatta scored his second with 20 minutes 
left in the match.

Vagner Love tied the match with two goals in the 
74th and 86th minutes to give hope for to the home 
team but Genk found the back of the goal twice more 
when Dieumerci Ndongala knocked in one in the 81st 
minute and Jakub Piotrowski two minutes later for the 
4-2 win. In the other Group I match, Sweden’s Malmo 
beat Norway’s Sarpsborg 1-1.
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