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Hawaiian Island Wiped Off
A powerful hurricane in the eastern Pacific 

washed away an 11-acre island in the French Frigate 
Shoals, part of a national monument in the remote 

northwestern Hawaiian Islands.  Approximately a 
half mile long and 400 feet wide, East Island was the 

second-largest islet in French Frigate Shoals an atoll some 
550 miles northwest of Honolulu and a key habitat for the 

critically endangered Hawaiian monk seal, the threatened 
Hawaiian green sea turtle and several species of seabirds.
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Across the board accountability

No corrupt to get NRO
Saudi assistance to reduce IMF burden, says PM Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Wednesday said the assistance pro-
vided by Saudi Arabia has lessened 
the financial burden on Pakistan. 
Khan said so while addressing the 
nation in order to take the people 
into confidence over his recent visit 
to Saudi Arabia and Pakistan’s po-
litical and economic situation. 

He said they were thankful to 
Saudi Arabia for its help in a dif-
ficult time. We were trying to get 
loans from our friendly nations so 
we rely less and less on IMF. We 
are also in talks with other friendly 
countries.He said he was hoping to 
give the nation more good news in 
the coming days.

Khan said that he will try to get 
Muslim countries together, besides 
acting as a mediator in resolu-
tion of conflicts between Muslim 
countries. 

We are trying our best to act as 
a mediator to resolve the Yemen 
crisis.  The prime minister vowed 
to continue the fight against cor-
ruption alleging that Pakistan 
People’s Party and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz want to get 
an NRO (National Reconciliation 
Ordinance) from his government.

He stated that his government 
will not give any NRO to these par-
ties. If these two parties want to 
take to streets, then they should 
go ahead with it, Khan said, prom-
ising to provide them containers 
for camping out. Get this loud and 
clear, there will be no NRO. I will 
not spare any corrupt individual.

The prime minister lamented that 
billions of rupees were being found 

in the fake account of an ice-cream 
vendor. Where is this coming from? 
How will we return the loans? he 
said, vowing to uproot corruption 
at all cost. Do what you want, I am 
again stating that everyone will be 
held accountable, Khan said. We 
have not yet registered any case 
against anyone, but efforts are 
being made to blackmail us.

Urging the masses not worry, he 
said that countries do face diffi-
cult time, but corruption has been 
reduced in Pakistan and it would 

further come down. The prime 
minister said he was himself over-
seeing affairs with regard to put-
ting an end to money laundering. 
He vowed to increase exports of 
the country and to roll out a spe-
cial package to reduce poverty in 
the country in the day to come.

Khan said they will bring foreign 
investment in housing sector, which 
would create jobs in Pakistan. He 
noted that Pakistan Railways, PIA 
and other state entities were incur-
ring financial losses, but promised 

to streamline all such state-run 
enterprises.

On Tuesday, the government 
struck a deal for a 12-month bal-
ance of payments lifeline with 
Saudi Arabia, which will deposit $3 
billion with Pakistan’s central bank 
and provide a matching one-year 
deferred payment facility for oil im-
ports. According to a government 
statement, the visit by the premier 
to the kingdom resulted in signifi-
cant understandings between the 
two countries.

No conditions for 
$6bn Saudi financial 
deal: Qureshi

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia has 
not placed any conditions on 
Pakistan in return for a $6 bil-
lion financial deal to help the 
country overcome a widening 
balance of payments and current 
deficit crisis, Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi said on 
Wednesday. Qureshi, who accom-
panied Prime Minister Imran Khan 
on the recent visit to Riyadh, was 
speaking in an interview with a 
local news channel. The foreign 
minister said that the kingdom’s 
deal with Pakistan had no connec-
tion with former Chief of Army 
Staff General (retd) Raheel Sharif 
heading the Saudi coalition forces. 
While responding to a question, 
Qureshi claimed that the family 
of former Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif was no longer on the radar 

Kandahar attacks

Pakistan rejects 
Afghan allegations 

ISLAMABAD

The Foreign Office on Wednesday 
rejected allegations regarding the 
latest Kandahar attacks. “Pakistan 
rejects baseless and unfounded 
allegations regarding the latest 
Kandahar attacks. No hard evi-
dence or intelligence related in-
formation has been shared to date 
with Pakistan to substantiate such 
claims, the FO said in a statement.

“In the presence of elaborate 
mechanisms under Afghanistan 
-Pakistan Action Plan for Peace and 
Stability (APAPPS) to mutually and 
effectively address and investigate 
any such unfortunate incidents, it 
would have been more appropriate 
to invoke the relevant arrangement 
instead of resorting to media blame 
game which is contrary to the seven 
principles of cooperation agreed 

between the two sides, earlier this 
year, it added.

The Afghan leadership had 
claimed that the attack was plotted 
in Pakistan. General Abdul Razeq, 
one of Afghanistan’s most powerful 
security commanders, was killed 
on Thursday in a shooting attack by 
a bodyguard in Kandahar province 
after a high level security meeting 
ahead of elections in the country. 
The US Army Brigadier General 
Jeffrey Smiley, was confirmed as 
one of two Americans wounded in 
the attack. Top NATO commander 
in Afghanistan General Scott Miller 
was unhurt. Taliban claimed re-
sponsibility for the assault, which 
decapitated the security command 
in one of the country’s most stra-
tegically important and contested 
provinces.

CPEC an exceptional example of South-South cooperation
UNITED NATIONS

Pakistan has told the United Nations 
that the flagship multibillion dollar 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) project is an exceptional 
example of South-South coopera-
tion that is aimed at achievement 
of shared economic and develop-
ment goals. 

CPEC’s scale and scope is enor-
mous, and it is expected to bring huge 
economic and developmental ben-

efits not just to China and Pakistan, 
but also to our region and beyond, 
Ambassador Dr Maleeha Lodhi said 
in a speech to the General Assembly’s 
Second Committee, which deals with 
economic and financial matters.

Speaking in a debate on 
‘Operational Activities for 
Development and South-South 
Cooperation’, she said Pakistan has 
always attached great importance 
to collaboration between devel-

oping countries which is vital to 
bolster their productive capacities. 

While South-South cooperation is 
important, it’s no substitution for 
North-South cooperation, the envoy 
said. 

Pakistan, she said, had been pro-
viding training, technical support 
and other resources to many de-
veloping countries.

Ambassador Lodhi said that next 
year’s Second High-level United 
Nations Conference on South-South 
Cooperation in Argentina will be an 

opportunity to evaluate the impact 
of the cooperation on development 
around the world.

In her remarks, Ambassador 
Lodhi also highlighted concerns 
with operational activities, empha-
sising that the United Nations de-
velopment system should remain 
focused on achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 
Achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals is critical, while 

upholding the principle of national 
ownership and leadership over the 
entire developmental process, she 
added. 

Furthermore, the Pakistani envoy 
said, there were no one-size-fits-all 
solutions, which must be tailor-
made to individual countries, de-
velopment priorities and long-term 
needs, with geographical balance 
and hiring of qualified nationals of 
the country concerned.

Pakistan will achieve US goals: Pompeo
NEW YORK

Expressing hope that Pakistan 
will achieve the goals ‘set-out’ by 
the Trump administration, United 
States Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo reiterated the US demand 
that Islamabad will not provide safe 
havens to terrorists on the country’s 
western border.

Pompeo made the comments 
while answering a question dur-
ing a press briefing at the State 
Department. I had a chance to travel 
and meet the new leader of Pakistan 
not too many weeks ago now, he 

said. He stressed that the US had 
made it clear that its policy for South 
Central Asia has not changed. Our 
expectation is that Pakistan will not 
provide safe harbour to terrorists on 
their western border. Pakistan will 
be held accountable if they do not 
achieve that, if they are not sincere 
in that effort.

The US secretary of state stressed 
that everyone wanted reconcilia-
tion in Afghanistan but to achieve 
that goal, there can be no safe har-
bour for the Taliban or the Haqqani 
network. Pompeo further said that 

Pakistan’s government was aware 
of the United State’s view on the 
matter. This administration has 
already made significant efforts to 
hold them accountable and we hope 
that they will achieve the goal that 
we have set out for them.

Russia to respond 
‘swiftly to US missiles 
in Europe: Putin

MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte have held a joint press con-
ference following a meeting dur-
ing which the sides discussed the 
state of relations, prospects for the 
development of Russian-Italian co-
operation, and exchanged views on 
international and regional issues, 
including the situation in Syria and 
Libya.

Conte arrived in Moscow on 
Tuesday to pay his first official visit 
to Russia. In addition to meeting 
with Putin, he has held talks with 
Russian Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev and met with Italian 
businesspeople working in Russia. 
Conte’s trip to Russia was preceded 
by visits of Italian Interior Minister 
Matteo Salvini and Foreign Minister 
Enzo Moavero Milanesi.

Emphasizing that Italy was an 
important trade partner for Russia, 
President Putin said that his discus-
sions with the Italian prime minister 
focused a great deal on economic 
cooperation. Putin stressed the im-
portance of Russian-Italian coopera-
tion in the energy sector, industry, 
and infrastructure, as well as ties in 
science, space, and culture.

Putin also said that there was a 

great deal of “alignment” in Russian 
and Italian views on international is-
sues, including the situation in Libya. 
Putin said that he had informed Mr. 
Conte on the Astana negotiations 
on peace in Syria during their talks. 
These efforts, combined with the 
provision of international aid, would 
ease the migration pressure on Italy, 
Putin stressed.

Govt to seek IMF 
bailout despite $6b 
Saudi rescue

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan still plans to seek a 
bailout from the IMF despite 
Saudi Arabia agreeing to offer 
a $6 billion rescue package, 
Pakistan’s finance ministry said 
on Wednesday. Yes, we are going 
ahead into programme negotia-
tions with IMF in the first week 
of November, Pakistan’s finance 
ministry spokesman Noor 
Ahmed said.
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Unsafe food costs $110B annually: World Bank
ANKARA

Foodborne diseases cost around $110 billion in 
productivity loss and medical expenses annu-
ally, the World Bank announced on late Tuesday. 

The total productivity loss associated with 
foodborne disease in low and middle-income 
countries is estimated to cost $95.2 billion per 
year, and the annual cost of treating foodborne 
illnesses is estimated at $15 billion,” according 
to the World Bank’s report. The big share of 
the global problem is faced by low and middle-
income countries in South Asia, Southeast Asia, 
and sub-Saharan Africa, the report said.

They account for 41 percent of the global 
population yet 53 percent of all food-borne 

illness and 75 percent of related deaths, it de-
tailed. Highlighting that unsafe food threatened 
especially young children, the report added: 
“Although children under 5 make up only 9 per-
cent of the world’s population, they account for 
almost 40 percent of food-borne disease and 30 
percent of related deaths. However, these figures 
can be avoided by preventative measures which 
improve food handling, according to the World 
Bank.

It stressed that better managing the safety 
of food would also significantly contribute to 
achieving multiple Sustainable Development 
Goals, especially those relating to poverty, hun-
ger, and well-being.  

Power tariff

ECC gives relief to 
agricultural sector
Energy sector losses weaken economy: Asad

ISLAMABAD

The Economic Coordination 
Committee of the cabinet has ap-
proved a hike in power tariff for 
households consuming over 300 
units per month, but has decided to 
give massive relief in electricity prices 
for the country’s agricultural sector. 
The committee decided that electric-
ity prices would not be raised for do-
mestic consumers using 300 units or 
less every month. However, house-
holds that consume between 300 and 
700 units per month will witness a 
rise in electricity prices of roughly 10 
percent, or Rs1.18 per unit.

The decision was taken by the com-
mittee headed by Finance Minister 
Asad Umar today.

The rise in power tariff is less than 
anticipated and has been approved 
keeping in mind the recovery of dues 
and the need to address the issue of 
circular debt, sources privy to the 
meeting quoted Finance Minister 
Asad Umar as saying.

Meanwhile, sources said the com-
mittee also decided that it would 
provide relief in electricity prices for 

the agricultural sector, slashing rates 
by almost 48 percent from Rs10.5 to 
Rs5.5.

The committee discussed matters 
pertaining to the power sector and 
the economic indicators.

The government has not released 
an official statement regarding the 

changes in power tariff structure, 
but Finance Minister Asad Umar is 
likely to announce the measures soon. 
During the last meeting on October 
22, ECC members had deferred the 
decision on an increase in the power 
tariff and decided to meet today to 
consider it.

Government to implement global 
development agenda: Khusro

ISLAMABAD

Minister for Planning Development 
and Reforms Khusro Bakhtiar on 
Wednesday said that despite chal-
lenges, Pakistan has firm resolve 
to continue its efforts for attaining 
sustainable development by imple-
menting the global development 
agenda of Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) comprising of 17 goals 
and 169 targets.

Addressing a National Consultation 
on Pakistan’s Voluntary National 
Review preparation on Sustainable 
Development Goals, the minister 
said that government has recognize 
the private sector for partnering  to 
complement its efforts to achieve 
the SDGs. Pakistan, he said that not 

only endorses the sustainable devel-
opment agenda about has also taken 
lead in prioritizing 17 goals accord-
ing to our development needs. 

He said that Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Reform in col-
laboration with provinces and local 
governments  launched National 
Initiative on SDGs to mainstream 
and accelerate SDGs implementa-
tion in the country.  The minister 
also appreciated the role of UNDP 
and all other development partners 
for their support and assistance, 
adding that the participation of the 
representatives from the provincial 
governments, Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan was 
encouraging to move forward and 

achieve the targets. 
Our focus during forthcoming 

years will be on strengthening and 
improvement in social and human 
development, like mother and 
child health, education and pulling 
households out of poverty through 
sustainable poverty reduction strat-
egies, he added. Planning Minister 
said that Pakistan’s effort to achieve 
sustainable development has been 
severely hindered by a combination 
of unfavorable internal and external 
factors in recent years like high pop-
ulation growth, large proportion of 
population living 

below the poverty line, exploiting 
the potential of growth, trade imbal-
ances with major trading partners,  
and instability in political relation-
ship with neighboring countries. He 
informed that challenges posed by 
climate change, natural disasters, 
cost of war on terror Rs. 10,374 bil-
lion from 2001 to 2017, low tax-to-
GDP ratio, the impacts of the global 
economic recession, lack of finan-
cial resources, low resource mobi-
lization at provincial level and high 
dependency on federal transfers 
also restraint government efforts 
for stable growth and sustainable 
development. “We need to improve 
coordination with the stakeholders 
including private sector, develop-
ment partners and strengthen re-
porting mechanisms”, he added. 

No Brexit Deal

Smugglers to exploit border: UK Watchdog
LONDON

Smugglers and other organized criminals are 
likely to exploit gaps in border enforcement if 
Britain leaves the European Union without an 
agreement, a watchdog warned Wednesday, 
amid a growing chorus of warnings about the 
disruptive impact of a no-deal Brexit.  Britain 
is due to leave the EU on March 29, but London 
and Brussels have not reached an agreement on 
divorce terms and a smooth transition to a new 
relationship. The stalemate has heightened fears 
that the U.K. might leave without a deal in place, 
leading to chaos at ports and economic turmoil.

The National Audit Office said in a report that 
political uncertainty and delays in negotiations 
with the EU have hampered preparations for new 
border arrangements, and the government is now 
racing to bolster computer systems, increase staff-
ing and build new infrastructure to track goods.

The office said that 11 of 12 major projects may 
not be delivered on time or at acceptable qual-
ity, with those who rely on the border paying the 
price. It added that organized criminals and oth-
ers are likely to be quick to exploit any perceived 
weaknesses or gaps in the enforcement regime. 
This, combined with the U.K.’s potential loss of 
access to EU security, law enforcement and crimi-

nal justice tools, could create security weaknesses 
which the government would need to address ur-
gently, the office’s report said.

Meanwhile, the Financial Times reported that 
Transport Secretary Chris Grayling had raised at a 
Cabinet meeting on Tuesday the idea of chartering 
ships to bring in food and medicines through al-

ternative ports if new customs checks led to grid-
lock on the main shipping route between Dover 
in England and Calais in France. We remain con-
fident of reaching an agreement with the EU, but 
it is only sensible for government and industry to 
prepare for a range of scenarios, the Department 
for Transport said in a statement.

US intercepts suspect 
packages sent to 
Clinton, Obama

NEW YORK

The US Secret Service said 
Wednesday it had intercepted 
suspect packages, identified as 
potential explosive devices, sent 
to the homes of former president 
Barack Obama and former secre-
tary of state Hillary Clinton. The 
Secret Service said it recovered a 
single package addressed to Clinton 
in Westchester, a suburb north of 
Manhattan on Tuesday, and a 
second package addressed to the 
Obama residence in Washington 
on Wednesday.

“The packages were immedi-
ately identified during routine mail 
screening procedures as potential 
explosive devices and were ap-
propriately handled as such,” the 
Secret Service said in a statement. 
The protectees did not receive the 
packages nor were they at risk of 
receiving them.”

The explosive device was found in 
mail sent to the Clintons, the New 
York Times reported.

The paper while quoting an of-
ficial said the device was similar 
to the one found at the home of 
billionaire philanthropist George 
Soros on Monday.

FBI’s New York office says it is 
investigating suspicious package 
found near Clinton’s residence.

73rd UN Day

Army extend 
best wishes to 
UN

RAWALPINDI

Pakistan Armed Forces ex-
tend best wishes to UN on its 
73rd UN Day. Pakistan to date 
has contributed over 200000 
troops in 46 UN Mission in 
28 countries. We also pay 
tribute to our 156 peace 
keepers who sacrificed their 
lives for global peace.



Women Entrepreneurship Challenge refuelled 

Entrepreneurship is name of the 
game around the globe. Skilled 
labor across the world has been 
fast clinching to self-employ-

ment and entrepreneurship.  Developing 
countries which are not as gender sensitive 
as the developed world is, need assistance 
as well as focus on promoting women 
entrepreneurships.

British government’s Department for 
International Development (DFID) funding 
initiative called Karandaaz is highly appre-
ciable. Even more laudable is the launch of 
second round of Women Entrepreneurship 
Challenge 2018 by Karandaaz.

The flagship Women Entrepreneurship 
Challenge with 19 women-led businesses 
from across the country is an annual leading 
business support programme that promotes a 
culture of entrepreneurship amongst women.

Karandaaz will invest up to PKR 20 million 
(per business) in enterprises that have po-
tential for growth after a competitive pitching 
round to a panel of judges. It will also provide 
customized business development support 
to the businesses that have qualified for the 
programme.

Women-led businesses from sectors as 
diverse as clothing and manufacturing, 
education, beauty and care, food and food 
processing, IT and digital media, and gems 
and jewelry make up this year’s cohort, as 
announced by Karandaaz

 “We are very excited about this year’s round 
of Karandaaz Women Entrepreneurship 
Challenge as the businesses this time are 
much more diverse with a significant poten-
tial for revenue generation and job creation. 
Our programme is helping these dynamic 
entrepreneurs compete at par with other 
mainstream businesses in their domains and 
tackle impediments such as access to finance, 
market linkages, and lack of knowledge about 
industry certifications and standards that tra-
ditionally hamper women-led businesses’ 
growth,” CEO Karandaaz  Ali Sarfraz detailed 
his venture

According to DFID officials, “Creating jobs 

and supporting economic growth is a top 
priority for the UK in Pakistan.” Sharing ex-
perience senior Development Adviser, Waqas 
ul-Hassan from DFID has said that investing 
in women-led businesses not only empow-
ers women but also lead towards economic 
growth in target communities. 

Last year, through the Karandaaz Women 
Entrepreneurship Challenge, 36 women-led 
small and medium businesses from across 
Pakistan received incubation services and 
15 were selected to receive support from 
Karandaaz. This year the programme tar-
geted high-potential, established women-led 
businesses that have an operational history of 
at least three years and are looking to achieve 
growth. Karandaaz will undertake an assess-
ment for each of the 19 businesses and work 
with the women entrepreneurs to develop a 
growth plan.

Using DFID initiative as model, the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister should also en-
gage other development organization such 
as Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA), Korean International Cooperation 
Agency (KOICA), and USAID for entrepre-
neurship in general and women entrepre-
neurship in particular.
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LIMA: Angelina Jolie is working with Peru’s 
Foreign Minister, Nestor Popolizio, to seek aid for 
refugees arriving in the country from Venezuela. The 
Oscar winner and United Nations ambassador met 
the politician at the Government Palace in Lima, for 
a brief photo opportunity before the pair sat down 
to discuss the refugee crisis. Jolie also met with the 
migrants arriving in the country.

Every Venezuelan I met described the situation in 
their country as desperate, Angelina told Popolizio. 
I heard stories of people dying because of a lack of 
medical care and medicine, cancer patients whose 
chemotherapy was abruptly stopped, diabetes 
sufferers without access to insulin, children 
without basic antibiotics, people starving, and tragic 
accounts of violence and persecution.

None of the Venezuelans I met want charity. 
They want an opportunity to help themselves. The 
message that I heard consistently was, ‘We didn’t 
want to leave, we had to leave’. After having spoken 
to so many people, it is clear to me that this is not 
movement by choice.

Angelina’s work with refugees and aid volunteers 
around the world landed her a special position with 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in 2012.

Kate wears rare jewelry to honour Queen 
Life Style

BUCKINGHAM PALACE: Kate Middleton thrilled 
royal fans by wearing Princess Diana’s tiara at a 
State Banquet at Buckingham Palace. The Duchess 
of Cambridge wore a kingfisher blue Alexander 
McQueen dress for the event in honour of the King 
and Queen of the Netherlands. Royal fans believe 
her necklace is from Queen Alexandra’s Wedding 
Parure, which was a gift from Albert Edward, Prince 
of Wales, ahead of their wedding in 1863. Kate 
opted to pair the necklace with Princess Diana’s 
Cambridge Lover’s Knot tiara and the Princess of 
Wales’ Collingwood Pearl Drop Earrings. The Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge accompany State Visit 
guests, including Prime Minister Theresa May, to 
The Netherlands State Banquet held in the Ballroom 
at Buckingham. Her opulent jewels accentuated her 
kingfisher blue gown by Alexander McQueen. The 
Queen Mother was also a fan of the necklace Kate 
wore and was pictured wearing it at a recital at the 
Royal College of Music in 1989. Queen Alexandra’s 
wedding set included a large diamond tiara plus a 
diamond and pearl necklace. AGENCIES

MONITORING DESK

Bleeding Kashmir calls UN on 
its 73rd anniversary

T he Ministry of Foreign Affairs did an excellent job in hosting a ceremony to the 
UN country team to mark the 73rd anniversary of the United Nations wherein 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi gave out his valuable words. He 
did outline the government’s priorities and acknowledged UN contributions. 

Timely as well as direly needed was his reminding the UN of seven decades’ old resolu-
tions on Kashmir. The Minister highlighting that the UN Security Council has been seized of 
the internationally recognized Jammu and Kashmir dispute for seven decades, the Foreign 
Minister called upon the Council to act upon its own resolutions and to ensure realization of 
the inalienable right of Kashmiris to self-determination.

He also renewed Pakistan’s call on the Human Rights Council to follow up on the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights’ report by establishing a Commission of Inquiry to investigate 
the gross and systematic human rights violations in the Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister drawing attention of the UN towards Kashmir was relevant as 
only Sunday last has witnessed killings of youthful Kashmiris at the hands of the Indian 
occupational forces. No international media is allowed to cover unarmed protesting Kashmiris 
being killed insides the Indian-held valley. Indian media is so controlled by the powerful 
influences of the Brahman establishment in the name of so-called national interest that they 
simply dub Kashmir’s freedom movement as militancy. And it has become romanticism in 
India chiefly in media and showbiz to blame Pakistan for anything that goes wrong in Kashmir 
or elsewhere. herefore blatant violations of Kashmiris’ human rights by the Indian forces are 
required to be further highlighted at every available forum so that the world attention could 
be drawn towards this burning issue.

it on and off again. The gryoscope had been turned off 
for over 7.5 years, and since being turned on had been 
returning incorrect rotation rates. NASA hoped that 
turning the gryo off for a single second, then restarting 
it before the wheel stopped spinning, might clear the 
fault but it didn’t work. Instead, NASA coaxed the gyro 
into normal operation by switching it into high mode 
and low mode while turning the Telescope in opposite 
directions.

NASA may have fixed the Hubble Telescope like router

WASHINGTON: Astronauts photographed Hubble 
during a space shuttle servicing mission in 2009. 
There’s a reason the first step to troubleshooting 
technology is usually ridiculously simple: turning 
things on and off again often works. It shouldn’t be 
any surprise then, that when one of the Hubble Space 
Telescope’s gyroscopes stated acting up, NASA decided 
to try putting the faulty backup gyro through a running 
restart. OK, that’s a little more complicated than turning 

Tech

AGENCIES

One reason why this phenomenon has not previously 
been available for study is that the most common 
laboratory animals rats and mice cannot breathe 
naturally through their mouths.

For the study, the researchers had participants learn 
twelve different smells on two separate occasions. 
They were then asked to either breathe through their 
noses or mouths for one hour. When the time was 
up, the participants were presented with the old as 
well as a new set of twelve smells, and asked to say if 
each one was from the learning session or new. The 
results showed that when the participants breathed 
through their noses between the time of learning and 
recognition, they remembered the smells better.

Angelina in Peru to address refugee crisis
Showbiz

Nose breathing aids memory storage
Health

NEWS DESK

STOCKHOLM:  The way we breathe may affect how 
well our memories are consolidated (i.e. reinforced 
and stabilised). If we breathe through the nose 
rather than the mouth after trying to learn a set of 
smells, we remember them better, researchers at 
Karolinska Institutet said in a latest report. Research 
shows that participants who breathe through 
the nose consolidate their memories better. Our 
study shows that we remember smells better if we 
breathe through the nose when the memory is being 
consolidated the process that takes place between 
learning and memory retrieval, says Artin Arshamian, 
researcher at the Department of Clinical Neuroscience, 
Karolinska Institutet. This is the first time someone has 
demonstrated this.

Life & Style

MuhaMMad afzal Bajwa



Qatar but for the entire region, Infantino said. This World 
Cup is a unique opportunity, a chance to show the world 
what this region can offer for anyone in the world to learn 
about a new culture and meet new people, he added. The 
FIFA president also praised the infrastructure process in 
Qatar, especially after his visit to the 40,000-capacity Al 
Wakrah Stadium. The stadium is very impressive. When 
you enter here, you can immediately feel how imposing 
it is.

Front-month Brent 
crude oil futures were 
at $76.72 a barrel at 
0320 GMT, 28 cents, 
or 0.4 percent, above 
their last close. US West 
Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude futures 
were at $66.66 a barrel, 
up 23 cents, or 0.4 

percent, from their last settlement.
That came after Brent closed down 4.3 

percent and WTI 4 percent in the previous 
session. Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al-
Falih said at an investment conference in 
Riyadh on Tuesday.

WELLINGTON: New Zealand had 
258,200 overseas visitor arrivals in 
September 2018, up 5,400 from the same 
month last year, the country’s statistics 
department Stats NZ said on Wednesday.  
Australia remains New Zealand’s single 
biggest source of visitors, but an increasing 
number of visitors came from Asia in 
September, which is typically a lower 
season for tourists, Stats NZ said.  Although 
nearly half of all visitors in September 
2018 were from Australia, the number was 
down 3,500 from last September, it said.

In contrast, visitor arrivals from Asia 
were up 5,100 compared with last 
September, continuing an ongoing trend, 
with the number of visitors from the 
Chinese mainland up 1,700 and Malaysia 

up 1,600, statistics showed. Visitors 
arriving for the main purpose of a holiday 
reached two million in the year ended 
September 2018. This was up 83,300 from 

the year ended September 2017, the first 
time a September year has reached this 
level, the department said.

KARACHI: Stocks bounced back with 
a bang on Wednesday as the KSE-100 
index surged over 1,500 points – the 
biggest such increase in the current 
calendar year so far. Investors celebrated 
the news that Saudi Arabia had agreed to 
provide $6 billion in financial assistance 
to Pakistan to help avert a balance 
of payments crisis. Of the $6 billion, 
Riyadh will deposit $3 billion with the 
State Bank of Pakistan to shore up the 
country’s foreign currency reserves and 
provide $3 billion in oil credit facility. 
The financial support, which came at 
a critical time when Pakistan’s foreign 
currency reserves had dipped to sharply 
lower levels, boosted confidence of 
market participants. Buying momentum 

was witnessed in stocks across the 
board, with the index powering past 
39,000 points. At the end of trading, 
the benchmark KSE 100-share Index 
recorded an increase of 1,556.22 points 
or 4.13% to settle at 39,271.12.

Overall, trading volumes increased 

to 333.6 million shares compared 
with Tuesday’s tally of 223.9 million. 
The value of shares traded during the 
day was Rs8.6 billion. Shares of 425 
companies were traded. At the end of 
the day, 372 stocks closed higher, 46 
declined and seven remained unchanged. 

K-Electric Limited was the volume leader 
with 68.5 million shares, gaining Rs0.71 
to close at Rs6. 

SINGAPORE: Angelique Kerber beat Naomi Osaka 
at the WTA Finals to leave the US Open champion on 
the brink of elimination at the group stage. Kerber 
is the currently number two in the WTA singles 
rankings Germany’s Kerber, 30, has one win from 
two in the group, while Osaka, 21, has lost both of 
her round-robin matches. Kerber, the number one 
seed, beat the Japanese 6-4 5-7 6-4 in a match that 
included 11 breaks of serve. The first hold of the 
match came in the fourth game from Kerber. The 
rest of the first set went with serve, despite Osaka 
having a triple break point in the final game. The US 
Open champion levelled things up in the second set, 
winning three games in a row from 5-4 down in a 
set that included seven breaks.

KSE-100 jumps over 1,500 points amid Saudi support

Kenyan Kipchoge bags UN 
Person of the Year Award

WTA Finals
Kerber beats Osaka

SINGAPORE: Oil prices on Wednesday 
clawed back a fraction of their hefty losses 
the day before that came after Saudi 
Arabia said it would make up for supply 
disruptions from US sanctions starting 
next month on Iran’s petroleum exports. 

Oil edges back from big slump Asian markets boost New Zealand’s visitor arrivals
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because of the sanctions or for other 
reasons is unclear. Iran’s exports have 
fallen at a faster rate than production.

US sanctions lower Iran crude oil exports: EIA
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HOUSTON: The US Energy 
Information Administration (EIA) 
has said that Iranian crude oil exports 
have declined since the United 
States’ announcement of reinstating 
sanctions against Iran in May. EIA 
quoted data from ClipperData, 
an oil data providing company, as 
saying that Iran’s exports of crude 
oil and condensate peaked in June 
2018 at about 2.7 million barrels 
per day (b/d), more than 300,000 
b/d higher than the average during 
the first four months of the year. 

In September, Iran’s crude oil and 
condensate exports fell to 1.9 million 
b/d. EIA said that whether Iran’s 
energy exports are declining entirely 

TEHRAN: Iranian Minister of Energy Reza 
Ardakaniyan, Wednesday, announced that a meeting 
was held about 10 days ago at the level of Deputy 
Ministers of Energy of Iran, Russia and Azerbaijan 
to connect the power of three countries in Moscow. 
Reza Ardakaniyan said on Wednesday that the talks 
had good results and details of the work at the next 
meeting, that will be held in Tehran in December, 
will be considered. At the first step, we are looking 
to increase the possibility of exchanging energy with 
Azerbaijan to 600 megawatts, and we hope that the technical conditions for connecting the electricity network 
of the three countries will be made as soon as possible,” the minister said. He added that if there were technical 
problems connecting to Russia and then Europe, there would be alternative ways. Ardakaniyan put the capacity 
for export of electricity to neighboring countries at about 2,000 megawatts and said.

Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia to connect electricity network
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DOHA: The FIFA president said the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup scheduled to be hosted by Qatar will provide a 
unique opportunity for football fans to experience a 
new culture in the Middle East. Gianni Infantino made 
the remarks during his meeting with the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & Legacy, which is established 
by the Qatari government in 2011 for the delivery of the 
required infrastructure for the 2022 FIFA World Cup. I 
think this World Cup is extremely important, not only for 

NAIROBI: Kenya’s long-distance runner and current 
holder of the world marathon record Eliud Kipchoge, 
was named the 2018 United Nations Person of the Year 
on Wednesday for harnessing sports to advance the 
welfare of humanity. The 33-year-old father of three, 
who smashed the world marathon record by clocking 
a time of 2:01.39 during the Sept. 16 Berlin Marathon, 
pledged to use his athletic prowess to advocate for 
youth empowerment and an HIV-free planet. This UN 
Person of the Year Award is a recognition of my efforts 
to inspire the youth to realize their full potential. I will 
use this award to sensitize communities about HIV/
Aids and promote wildlife conservation, Kipchoge said. 
Monica Juma, Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, was joined by UN officials.
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Benchmark index increases 4.13% to settle at 39,271.12 Dollar dips by 1.4 percent
The US dollar also fell by Rs1.89 or 1.4 

percent against the Pakistani rupee in 
the interbank market, and was trading 
at Rs132.03 at the end of the day. In the 
open market, the US dollar slipped by Rs 
2.40 and was trading at Rs 131.50 at the 
time of filing of this report. 

Experts say the dip is likely to help re-
duce the burden on loans by Rs 179 bil-
lion for the Pakistani government. Imran 
Khan’s government has also entered 
talks with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) as it seeks a potential bailout 
package to stem its balance of payment 
and current account deficits.


