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Sharapova loosing Nike
Famous Russian tennis player Maria Sharapova is 

about to lose lucrative $ 10 million annul contract 
with sportswear giant Nike signed some twenty 

years ago. She told her friends that Nike won’t 
renew the contract with her on its expiry by year’s 

end. Now she is trying to strike a deal with Adidas, but 
Adidas is moving to ink deal with US Open Champion 

Naomi Osaka

www.theasiantelegraph.net

PM fears bankruptcy sans 
bailout in two months
We are left with no other option except approaching the global lender

ISLAMABAD

As the opposition’s outcry over the 
government’s decision to approach 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) for a financial bailout rises to 
a crescendo, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has said Pakistan might have 
to file for bankruptcy if money does 
not come through in the next two 
months. 

An IMF loan was never a priority 
for us, but we have no other option 
but to approach the global lender, PM 
Imran told a select group of television 
anchorpersons at his Bani Gala resi-
dence. The government would not 
require any more loans after the IMF 
bailout package, said the PM, who had 
been a staunch critic of IMF loans.

Seeking to defend his administra-
tion’s decision to approach the global 
lender, he said, there is no harm in 
borrowing money from the IMF – 
the problem arises when we give in 
to their conditions. Time will prove 
that our step [to approach the IMF] 
was a temporary arrangement.

When quizzed about the govern-
ment outreach to friendly countries 
for financial assistance, the PM said, 
we are engaged [in negotiations] with 
our friendly countries, China and 
Saudi Arabia in particular, and we 
hope for a positive development soon. 
Prime Minister Imran will leave for 
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday for a two-
day business conference in Riyadh. 
At the conference Future Investment 

Initiative’ to be held from October 
23 to 25, Imran would try to project 
Pakistan’s economic and investment 
potential.

On Friday, the premier had a 

meeting with Qatar’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Sheikh Mohammad bin 
Abdul Rahman Al Thani, who also 
holds the portfolio of foreign minister, 
in Islamabad. Imran voiced hope that 
Doha would expedite implementation 
on its decision to employ 100,000 
workers from Pakistan. In his meet-
ing with anchorpersons, the prime 
minister said the top bureaucracy 
and police were creating hurdles for 
his government at the administrative 
level.  They [bureaucracy and police] 
are loyal to previous governments 
and are being run through a remote 
control against us, he said. Our gov-
ernment is still young while the peo-
ple in bureaucracy and police have 
been there for long.

British firms to trigger Brexit plans ‘by Christmas’
LONDON

The vast majority of British firms are poised 
to implement their Brexit contingency 
plans by Christmas if there isn’t greater 
clarity over the country’s exit from the 
European Union, a leading business lobby 
group warned Sunday. The Confederation 
of British Industry said these could include 
cutting jobs, adjusting supply chains outside 
the U.K., stockpiling goods, and relocating 
production and services overseas.The warn-
ing comes amid growing fears that Britain 
may crash out of the EU in March without 
a deal on the future relationship. That 
could see tariffs placed on British exports, 
border checks reinstalled, and restrictions 
imposed travelers and workers — a po-
tentially toxic combination for businesses. 
The situation is now urgent, said Carolyn 
Fairbairn, the CBI’s director general. “The 

speed of negotiations is being outpaced by 
the reality firms are facing on the ground. 
Discussions between the two sides have hit 
an impasse largely over how to maintain an 
open border between EU member Ireland 
and Northern Ireland, which is part of the 
United Kingdom.

A summit of EU leaders last week failed to 
yield a breakthrough and another gather-
ing in November was canceled. December 
is now the next scheduled summit, leaving 
the Brexit process tight ahead of Britain’s of-
ficial departure date. Even if a deal is forged, 
there are doubts over British Prime Minister 
Theresa May’s ability to secure the neces-
sary majority in Parliament given bitter 
divisions on the topic.

Unless a Withdrawal Agreement is locked 
down by December, firms will press the but-
ton on their contingency plans,” Fairbairn 

said. “Jobs will be lost and supply chains 
moved. Fairbairn’s warning was based on a 
survey of 236 member firms tilted toward 
small- and medium-sized companies with 
up to 500 employees, undertaken from Sept. 
19 to Oct. 8. The survey found that 82 per-
cent of firms will have started to implement 
contingency plans by December if the Brexit 
process isn’t any clearer.

Occupying Indian forces martyr 3 
Kashmiri fighters, 6 civilians in IHK

SRINAGAR

Violence across India-held Kashmir 
left at least 14 people dead on 
Sunday, police and military officials 
said, including six civilians who were 
killed when an explosion detonated 
among a crowd protesting against 
Indian rule. 

Thousands of demonstrators, 
some hurling stones, marched on 
a village in southern Kulgam town 
where Indian government forces 
were battling an unknown num-
ber of suspected Kashmiri fighters. 

Three suspects were shot dead 
in the exchange but a subsequent 
explosion at the scene killed five 
demonstrators, said Inspector 
General of police Swayam Prakash 
Pani. Protestors ignored warnings 
and soon overwhelmed the site, 
where five died after being hit 
when leftover explosives went off, 
he said.

A sixth civilian injured in the ex-
plosion later died at a hospital in 
Srinagar. 

Moreover, As the fighting raged, 
anti-India protesters tried to reach 
the site of the standoff. They threw 
stones at government forces hoping 
to help the trapped armed Kashmiris 
escape. Indian forces fired shotgun 
pellets and tear gas at the protesters, 
leaving at least 30 injured. 

Gandapur condemns martyrdom of 
nine Kashmiri youth

ISLAMABAD

Minister of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan Ali Amin Gandapur has 
condemned the martyrdom of nine Kashmiri youth by Indian troops in 
the latest act off state terrorism in Kulgam district of occupied Kashmir. 
In a statement, the minister has drawn the attention of world community 
towards the worst atrocities carried out by the Indian security forces on 
innocent Kashmiris. The world conscience should raise its voice on this 
barbaric treatment, the minister said, adding that Pakistan will continue to 
expose the true face of India on all international forums.

US to end nuclear arms 
treaty with Russia

NEVADA

The US President Donald Trump 
confirmed that the United States 
(US) plans to leave a Cold War-
era nuclear weapons treaty with 
Russia, which criticised the move 
as Washington’s latest effort to be 
the sole global superpower. 

Trump claims Russia has long 
violated the three-decade-old 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty, known as the INF, signed in 
1987 by president Ronald Reagan 
and Mikhail Gorbachev. But a foreign 
ministry source told the RIA Novosti 
state news agency that Washington’s 
main motive is a dream of a unipo-
lar world. We’re the ones who have 
stayed in the agreement and we’ve 
honored the agreement, but Russia 
has not unfortunately honored the 
agreement, so we’re going to termi-

nate the agreement and we’re going 
to pull out, Trump told reporters in 
Elko, Nevada.

“Russia has violated the agree-
ment. They’ve been violating it 
for many years. I don’t know why 
president (Barack) Obama didn’t 
negotiate or pull out. And we’re 
not going to let them violate a nu-
clear agreement and go out and do 
weapons (while) we’re not allowed 
to. Trump spoke as his National 
Security Advisor John Bolton was 
set to meet next week with Russia’s 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, 
ahead of what is expected to be a 
second summit between Trump 
and Russian leader Vladimir Putin 
this year. Bolton was also set to meet 
with Security Council Secretary 
Nikolai Patrushev and Putin aide 
Yuri Ushakov.

Russia warns against US 
withdrawal from INF Treaty

MOSCOW

Russian officials said Sunday that the 
U.S. statement on its intention to with-
draw from the Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF Treaty) 
could be seen as “blackmail,” warn-
ing that cancelling the treaty would be 
very dangerous. Head of the Russian 
Federation Council’s International 
Affairs Committee Konstantin 
Kosachev said that the INF Treaty 
stipulates a unilateral pullout is only 
possible under “exceptional circum-
stances” with their substantiation 
within six months. So far, no formal 
steps have been taken in this regard, 
which gives grounds to consider (US 
President Donald) Trump’s statement 
as an attempt of continuing blackmail 
rather than an accomplished act of 
law, Kosachev said on Facebook.

On Saturday, US President Donald 

Trump said that Washington would 
pull out of the INF Treaty on account 
of Russia’s alleged breach of the 
agreement. Kosachev warned that 
Washington’s possible withdrawal 
from the treaty might cause its 
Western allies to take the same path, 
which could trigger a war. The situa-
tion is critical, and the threats to peace 
are getting a particular shape, he said.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov also said that the 
U.S. withdrawal from the INF Treaty 
would be a very dangerous step, and 
condemned by the international 
community.

Apparently, inability and unwilling-
ness to come to terms with us on a 
sound foundation push certain forces 
in Washington to encourage the coun-
try’s leadership to make a decision on 
a formal withdrawal from the treaty.

Pak-Afghan 
border crossing 
at Torkham 
reopened

TORKHAM

After two days of hiatus, 
the government on Sunday 
reopened Torkham cross-
ing along the Pak-Afghan 
border. In a statement on 
Friday, the Foreign Office had 
announced that the border 
would remained closed for 
two days at the request of the 
Afghan government to ensure 
a smooth election run in the 
war-torn country. The border 
crossings remained closed for 
all kinds of traffic with excep-
tion of emergency cases.
Meanwhile, Afghans un-
able to vote in Saturday’s 
parliamentary election after 
hundreds of polling stations 
failed to open were given 
another chance to cast their 
ballot on Sunday after voting 
times were extended despite 
security threats and warnings 
of fraud.  According to foreign 
news agency, around 3 million 
Afghans voted on Saturday, 
election officials said but 
across the country there 
were complaints that polling 
stations remained closed, 
often because staff failed to 
turn up.

80%
of firms say Brexit has already had a negative impact 
on their investment decisions
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Asia-Europe 2018 meeting & save WTO

T he Asian states will be driven 
by their own, individual pri-
orities: Japan on finalizing its 
trade pact with the EU; South 
Korea on dealing with its bel-
ligerent neighbor to the north; 

India on its upcoming elections; not to men-
tion China’s preoccupation with the escalating 
global trade war.

The areas where common ground could 
lie may prove too thorny to reach solid con-
sensus, at least in this format. It’s likely that 
countries will show some unity on Iran and 
North Korea, if only to demonstrate that good 
old-fashioned diplomacy still works.

The connectivity will be the most difficult 
because there’s little opportunity for advance-
ment on some of the key sticking points, es-
pecially between Europe and China. The lone 
place where Europe and Asia could be on 
the same page is on saving the WTO. Despite 
growing views to the contrary, the WTO is 
still the only viable institution that provides 
a rules-based mechanism for dealing with 
global trade disputes

Asia-Europe meetings have been held for 
over a decade, but they are becoming increas-
ingly relevant. Partners from both continents 
want to work together more closely, so they 
can combat challenges to globalization and 
multilateralism. The Asia-Europe Meeting 

is a high-level political dialogue held every 
two years to improve relations between 
participating states. This year’s conference 
marked the twelfth gathering of what is now 
a 53-member group, including geopolitical 
heavyweights like China, France, Germany, 

India, and Russia.
Collectively, ASEM partners represent 55 

percent of global trade, 60 percent of the 
world population, and 65 percent of global 

GDP. The 2018 ASEM conference offers a 
chance to make headway on some big-ticket 
items on the Europe-Asia agenda. In theory, 
the high-level meeting covered a lot of ground 
on several pressing global issues—everything 
from trade and investment to climate to se-

curity—at a time when the United States’ in-
terest in multilateralism is on the wane. The 
question is whether ASEM partners will take 
advantage of this opportunity.

Consultative process with 
economic stakeholders laudable

Prime Minister’s initiative to seek stakeholders’ suggestion to formulate 
critical economic policies like market access initiatives, trade promo-
tion, and trade facilitation, reduction in cost doing business and remov-
ing unnecessary hurdles in exports is highly laudable. The government 
and the majority of masses desire that the country’s imports should 
be curtailed and discouraged to save and swell its foreign currency re-

serves. Addressing issues of exporters and proper incentives to exporters will boost up 
exports of the country while swift reimbursement of tax refunds should be a priority. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan has decided to take stakeholders into confi-
dence over economic issues for which the business community is highly 
grateful. In a meeting with the leaders of the business community, the PM 
Imran Khan asked the business community to help implement PTI’s growth 
agenda to make Pakistan a developed country while he has assured that 
businessmen would be consulted for policy decisions which will infuse con-
fidence among businessmen. People acknowledge huge challenges that the 
present government has inherited and appreciated the measures taken by 
it to stabilize the economy and restore the confidence of the business com-
munity. All the concerned ministries and attached departments must seek 
concentrate suggestions and valuable views on important economic matters 
so that country can experience rapid economic and social development. 

Therefore, PM must have a consultative session with business leaders every 
three months to draft various proposals to strengthen local industries and 
provide them with a level playing field in order to make Pakistani products 
internationally competitive which will boost the economy and create jobs.

‘Kosha’ breaks the norm for me: Prachi 
NEW DELHI

Actress Prachi Desai says she has essayed 
the role of a “good girl” for too long and 
wants to try something different. She 
adds that her upcoming project titled 
Kosha breaks the norm for her.

Talking about Kosha, Prachi told IANS: 
“The journey has been extremely excit-
ing... Kosha really breaks the norm for 
me. I play troubled girl, who has run away 
from home and she has to come back and 
deal with her past and everything about 
it was very cool.”

Prachi, who was last seen on the sil-
ver screen in 2016 in Rock On 2, said 
she has made a big career shift in the 
last one year. “I was offered some really 
great work, but it was not something that 
was making me happy. I was looking to 
do something that I could sink my teeth 
into because I know I have so much more 
to offer in terms of performing and act-
ing,” she added.

Calling Kosha a dark urban fairy tale, 
Prachi said: “It is something that I could 
relate to and it was so important for 
people to see me in this new light. I have 
been a good girl for too long and I have 
no problems with that, but I want to do 
other kinds of work as well and this really 
was the thing.”

The film revolves around a girl who 
is a band member and struggles with 
substance abuse. It is produced by late 
Raj Kanwar’s son Abhay and directed by 
Amman Advaita.

Eating Spinach, Beetroot 
prevents vision loss

ISLAMABAD

Eating vegetable nitrates, found mainly in 
green leafy vegetables and beetroot, could 
prevent macular degeneration, a common 
cause of vision loss in people over age 50, 
new research has found.

People who ate between 100 to 142 mgs 
(milligrams) of vegetable nitrates each day 
had a 35 per cent lower risk of developing 
early age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD) than people who ate less than 69 
mgs of vegetable nitrates each day, showed 
the findings published in the Journal of the 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.\

Spinach has approximately 20mg of nitrate 
per 100g, while beetroot has nearly 15mg of 
nitrate per 100g.

“This is the first time the effects of dietary 
nitrates on macular degeneration risk 

has been measured,” said lead researcher 
Bamini Gopinath from Westmead Institute 
for Medical Research in Australia. 

For the study, the researchers interviewed 
more than 2,000 Australian adults aged over 
49 and followed them over a 15-year period.

“If our findings are confirmed, incorporat-
ing a range of foods rich in dietary nitrates 
— like green leafy vegetables and beetroot 
— could be a simple strategy to reduce 
the risk of early macular degeneration,” 
Gopinath said.

The research did not show any additional 
benefits for people who exceeded 142mgs 
of dietary nitrate each day. 

Age is the strongest known risk factor for 
AMD and the disease is more likely to occur 
after the age of 50.

There is currently no cure for the disease.

WhatsApp flooded with fake news in Brazil election
BRASILIA

WhatsApp has become a political battle-
ground in Brazil’s most polarized election 
in decades, raising concerns that it is dis-
torting debate beyond the public eye. 

Facebook has touted efforts to crack down 
on misinformation on its main platform 
ahead of the October 28 presidential run-off 
between right-winger Jair Bolsonaro and 
leftist Fernando Haddad. But WhatsApp has 
been flooded with falsehoods and conspiracy 

theories.
Haddad now alleges that businessmen sup-

porting Bolsonaro have been paying to bom-
bard voters with misleading propaganda in 
violation of electoral law, which his rival denies.

How influential is WhatsApp?
WhatsApp has more than 120 million users 
in Brazil, a country of nearly 210 million, 
rivaling the reach of Facebook’s main plat-
form in one of the company’s biggest global 

markets.
The messaging service has become one of the 

main ways Brazilians keep in touch with friends, 
colleagues and family.

The election’s first-round vote on October 7 
underscored the major role that social media 
now plays in Brazilian politics.

Bolsonaro, a seven-term congressman from a 
tiny party, had little access to public campaign 
funding or TV advertising but his grassroots 
campaign and outsized presence on social 

media helped him win 46 per cent of votes, 
nearly foregoing a run-off.

Polling firm Datafolha found that two-thirds of 

Brazilian voters use WhatsApp. Bolsonaro sup-
porters were more likely to follow political news 
on the platform with 61 per cent saying they did 
so, compared to 38 per cent of Haddad voters.

What are the risks?
WhatsApp’s end-to-end encryption allows 
groups of hundreds of users to exchange 
texts, photos and video beyond the purview 
of electoral authorities, independent fact 
checkers or even the platform itself.

MohaMMad arshad

ASEM partners represent 55 percent of global trade, 60 
percent of the world population, and 65 percent of global GDP. 
The 2018 ASEM conference offers a chance to make headway 
on some big-ticket items on the Europe-Asia agenda
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Hundreds of migrants storm Spanish 
enclave in North Africa, one dies

MADRID

One African migrant died and three others were injured when around 
300 stormed the border fence separating Spanish enclave Melilla from 
Morocco on Sunday, the local authorities said.

About 200 migrants managed to scale the seven-meter high metal 
barrier and were taken to a reception center in Melilla where officials 
started the process of identifying them.

The man died of a suspected cardio-respiratory arrest despite being 
treated by emergency services, the Spanish government’s local delega-
tion said in a statement.

More than 6,000 migrants have made it to Melilla and Spain’s nearby 
territory Ceuta so far this year, according to the UN refugee agency 
UNHCR. In some places, the fences around the enclaves are topped 
with razor wire.

On Sunday, wooden-handled hooks and shoes fitted with spikes to 
help the climb were left behind, along with a bloodied t-shirt.

More than 40,000 have arrived by sea on Andalucia’s southern coast 
since January, making Spain Europe’s top destination for migrants 
which the European Union has failed to agree on how to handle.

The routes have changed as Italy clamped down on rescue ships to 
dock at its ports, and a deal between the EU and Turkey eased flows 
across the Aegean Sea to Greece.

The vast majority of arrivals in Spain are men, primarily from Guinea, 
Mali and Morocco, the UNHCR says.

On Saturday, Spain returned to Morocco 24 migrants who reached 
the Chafarinas islands, another Spanish territory off the North African 
coast, under a bilateral agreement signed in 1992, under which citi-
zens of third countries who have entered illegally can be returned 
within a certain time frame.

This agreement was very rarely used until this summer, when 116 
men who stormed the Ceuta fence were turned back. Spain’s Interior 
Ministry says it is being used now thanks to good bilateral relations.

North Korea’s box of bones
A mythical king and the dream of 
Korean unification

SEOUL

It’s the stuff of an Indiana Jones movie: supernatural kings, ancient 
tombs, and government-backed archaeologists striving to harness 
the power of legend for a greater cause.

On a divided Korean peninsula, tales of King Dangun - the mythical 
founder of the first Korean kingdom more than 4,350 years ago - play 
a quiet but persistent role in keeping the dream of reunification alive.

This mythology made an appearance in September when North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un took South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
to the top of Mount Paektu, the supposed birthplace of Dangun.

Moon also invoked the legend in an unprecedented speech in 
Pyongyang, calling for Korea to be reunited.

“We had lived together for 5,000 years but apart for just 70 years,” 
said Moon, whose parents came from what is now North Korea.

For many South Koreans, the idea of unification has become increas-
ingly unrealistic amid a widening gulf between the two Koreas more 
than 70 years after they were partitioned in the wake of World War II.

The legend of Dangun, however, plays a lasting role in promoting 
unification because it portrays Koreans as a homogenous group des-
tined to live together, said Jeong Young-Hun, a professor at Seoul’s 
Academy of Korean Studies.

“Dangun is a basis for Koreans to feel the necessity for pursuing 
harmony and unification,” he said. “Dangun is a basis for seeing uni-
fication as something possible.”

There’s little evidence for the glorious king or the thousands of years 
of Korean unity Dangun is said to have founded.

Still, that hasn’t stopped North Korea from claiming to have found 
his tomb and South Korea from eulogizing the unity of a kingdom that 
once challenged the might of China’s dynasties.

“In both Koreas, (Dangun) has been used to emphasize the unique-
ness, the singularity, homogeneity and antiquity of the Korean people,” 
said Michael Seth, a professor of Korean history at James Madison 
University in Virginia. “Whether a real person or not, he is used by 
both Koreas to emphasize the unity as well as the uniqueness of the 
Korean people.”

Across Sindh

Crackdown against tax-
defaulting vehicles starts
11 teams constituted to nab the tax-defaulting vehicles at 38 places

KARACHI

The Sindh government is launching 
a campaign to crack down against 
vehicles defaulting on taxes from 
Monday, October 22.

According to Provincial Minister 
for Excise and Taxation & Narcotics 
Control and Parliamentary Affairs, 
Mukesh Kumar Chawla the Sindh 
Excise and Taxation Department 
will launch a road-checking cam-
paign across the Sindh province 
from October 22 to November 1 to 
nab motor vehicles for non-payment 
of vehicle taxes, unregistered vehi-
cles or vehicles plying as per transfer 
letter.

He made the announcement while 
presiding over a meeting, which was 
attended by Secretary Excise and 
Taxation Narcotics Control Abdul 
Rahim Shaikh, Director Generals 
Shabbir Ahmed Shaikh, Shoaib 
Ahmed Siddiqui, Director Admn Syed 
Sibten, and other officers.

Director General Shabbir Ahmed 
Shaikh informed the meeting that 
in Karachi, 11 teams have been con-
stituted to nab the tax-defaulting ve-
hicles at 38 places. To facilitate the 
crackdown, 12 branches of National 
Bank in Karachi have been assigned 
for tax deposits including Awami 
Markaz Shaheed Millat Road, DHA 
Phase 1, Clifton, Korangi Industrial, 
MA Jinnah Road, Denso Hall, SITE, 
Nazimabad, PIDC, I.I. Chundrigar 

Road, and Gulshan-e-Hadeed.
In Hyderabad, vehicle taxes may be 

deposited in National Bank branches 
at Shahbaz Building and Fatima 
Jinnah Road.

Chawla directed the officers as-
signed for the duty to wear uniforms 
during the campaign and ensure that 
no road is blocked during the drive, 
while impounded vehicles are only 
to be released after clearance of the 

outstanding dues with penalty.
He also advised the officers to be 

polite and refrain from misbehav-
ing with anyone, or departmental 
action may be taken against them. It 
was also decided in the meeting that 
during the campaign action would be 
taken against Qingqi rickshaws, auto 
rickshaws, and vehicles plying with-
out number plates and suspicious 
number plates or expired, temporary 

registered or old registered numbers, 
fancy number plates or vehicles ply-
ing with personalised number plates 
which have already been cancelled.

Chawla asked all the officers to 
make the campaign a success and 
check the maximum number of ve-
hicles because no one is above the 
law. He also requested the owners 
of the vehicles to pay their due taxes 
to avoid any untoward situation.

Spot-fixing scandal haunts 
Pakistan again

Top cricketers, 
including Pakistanis, 
implicated in scandal

ISLAMABAD

Several top international cricket-
ers from England, Australia, and 
Pakistan have been found involved 
in corruption and match-fixing, 
claimed Al Jazeera in a report on 
Sunday.

The Qatar-based news channel 
said it had evidence involving “two 
dozen fixes in 15 international 
matches”.

“The evidence, from 2011 and 
2012, points to a small group of 
England players allegedly carrying 
out spot-fixes in seven matches; 
Australia players in five matches; 
Pakistan players in three, with play-
ers from other teams carrying out 
spot-fixes in one match. In some 
cases, both teams appear to have 

delivered a fix,” it said.
The report did not name any 

cricketers.
Al Jazeera said it has possession of 

“purported recordings” of a match 
fixer who was in contact with a 
known Indian bookmaker linked to 
organised crime.

“The matches in which fixes 
were allegedly carried out include 
England versus India at Lord’s 
Cricket Ground, South Africa versus 
Australia in Cape Town and several 
matches during England’s series 
against Pakistan in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE),” stated the report.

The Al Jazeera report said several 
fixes were a part of those matches, 
putting the number of fixes at 26 in 
a total of 15 matches.

The report mentioned 15 matches 
involving match fixes, including four 
matches involving Pakistan from 
2011 to 2012.

The report said that its dossier has 
pictures of alleged match-fixer Aneel 
Munawar and his associates trying 
to mingle with famous international 
cricketers during the T20 World Cup 
in Sri Lanka, 2012.

It was also stated by the publica-
tion that these players were not 
found involved in match-fixing.

These players include Umar Akmal 
from Pakistan, Australian coach 
Andy Bichel, Virat Kohli, Suresh 
Raina, and Lakshmipathy Balaji 
from India.

After the report surfaced, the 
International Cricket Council’s 
General Manager (Anti-Corruption 
Unit) Alex Marshall issued a state-
ment, which said that the council 
will investigate the allegations.

India’s Virat Kohli pictured with Munawar. The player depicted is not impli-
cated in any wrongdoing, said the report. Photo by Al Jazeera

Pakistan’s Umar Akmal seen with an 
associate of Munawar. The player 
depicted is not implicated in any 
wrongdoing, said the report. Photo: 
Al Jazeera

Abbas jumps to 
No. 3 in ICC Test 
bowlers ranking

DUBAI

Mohammad 
Abbas jumped 
11 places to 
break into the 
top three in 
the latest ICC 
Test bowlers 
rankings.

T a k i n g 
just 10 Test 
matches to 
reach the 

third ranking, the Pakistani 
bowler started the series against 
Australia on number 21 and is 
now only behind South Africa’s 
Kagiso Rabada and England’s 
James Anderson.

The 28-year-old also crossed 
800 rating points, matching 
Yasir Shah and South Africa all-
rounder Vernon Philander who 
also reached the milestone in 10 
Tests.

Other Pakistani bowlers to 
reach the 800 rating points in-
clude Fazal Mahmood who took 
16 Tests, former World Cup-
winning captain Imran Khan and 
Wasim Akram who both took 37 
Tests to achieve the feat.

Waqar Younis took 12 Tests, 
Mushtaq Ahmed who took 25 
matches are also part of the list.

Others on the list include 
Shoaib Akhtar who achieved the 
feat in 29 Tests, Mohammad Asif 
and Saeed Ajmal who both broke 
the barrier in 19 Tests.

Off-spinner Bilal Asif also ad-
vanced 17 slots to 52nd position, 
while skipper Sarfraz Ahmed 
gained 17 slots among batsmen 
after his knocks of 94 and 81 in 
the second Test.
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KARACHI: Polling agents are counting the votes after by-elections in NA-247 and PS-111. 

Pakistan committed to a 
robust AML/CFT regime 
Every country undergoes regular APG assessment of anti-money: 
Finance Ministry

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan is passing through two 
separate processes, one is FATF 
Action Plan and another is regular 
assessment of AML/CFT regime. 
The FATF Action Plan has been 
agreed with FATF and is being 
implemented with timelines from 
Jan-2019 till September 2019. Its 
progress is being monitored by 
FATF on quarterly basis. The focus 
of this action plan is on the imple-
mentation of TF regime in Pakistan.

The regular APG assessment is 
part of Pakistan’s APG membership 
requirements and every country in 
the globe is required to undergo 
assessment of anti-money launder-
ing and combating the financing of 
terrorism (AML/CFT) framework. 

Pakistan’s assessment is being 
conducted by APG and assessment 
team from China, Turkey, UK, USA, 
Indonesia and Maldives.

The purpose of the assessment is 
to gauge the level of compliance on 
key AML/CFT areas including ad-
equacy and effectiveness of laws, 
policies and coordination, imple-
mentation of preventive measures, 
powers and capacity of FMU, super-
visory and law enforcement agen-
cies, use of financial intelligence and 
international cooperation. During 
the onsite the APG assessment team 
held meetings with all Pakistan’s 
AML/CFT stakeholders.

This process will culminate in July 
2019 in APG’s annual meeting and 
in between draft reports would be 

exchanged with APG including one 
face to face meeting in April 2019. 
Both processes i.e. FATF Action 
Plan and APG’s mutual evaluation 
are distinct and may not be mixed 
while reporting in press. It is perti-
nent to mention that all countries 
undergo regular mutual evaluation 
process using a global assessment 
methodology and procedures.

As of date the AML/CFT assess-
ments of 60 countries have been 
completed across the globe out of 
which 16 countries are the mem-
bers of APG. It is the third mutual 
evaluation of Pakistan the first 
two were held in 2004 and 2009 
respectively. It is also clarified that 
APG assessment team headed by 
APG’s Executive Secretary Gordon 

Hook held a courtesy meeting with 
Finance Minister and discussed 
Pakistan’s overall AML/CFT regime.

The Finance Minister during the 
meeting with APG team assured 
Pakistan’s strong commitment for 
a robust AML/CFT regime as per 
international standards and high-
lighted Pakistan’s measures on this 
front. The APG team also did not 
share any assessment in written or 
verbal forms whether Pakistan will 
continue to remain on FATF Gray 
list or not. 

No other issues were discussed 
with the Finance Minister by APG 
delegation except the above for 
which a press release was also is-
sued by the Ministry of Finance on 
17th October 2018.

Iran can’t match US 
military might: Pompeo

WASHINTON○

The US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo specifically focused on 
President Trump initiating a 
multi-pronged pressure campaign 
against Iran, which he said consists 
of economic pressure and deter-
rence. Already-strained relations 
between Washington and Tehran 
deteriorated even further in May 
2018, when President Donald 
Trump announced the US’s with-
drawal from the Iran nuclear deal 
and pledged to reinstate sanctions 
against the Islamic Republic. In this 
vein, Pompeo made it plain that 
although Washington is not inter-
ested in unleashing an armed con-
flict with Tehran, it will continue to 
flex its military muscles. We do not 
seek war. But we must make pain-
fully clear that escalation is a los-
ing proposition for Iran; the Islamic 
Republic cannot match the United 
States’ military prowess, and we 
are not afraid to let Iran’s leaders 
know it,Pompeo pointed out.

He cited Trump as saying that 
the full-fledged pressure on Iran 
will continue to grow if Tehran  
does not live up to the standards 
the United States and its partners 
and allies—and the Iranian peo-
ple themselves—want to see. The 
United States will continue its pres-
sure campaign until Iran demon-
strates tangible and sustained shifts 
in its policies. If Iran makes those 
shifts, the possibility of a new com-
prehensive agreement will greatly 
increase, Pompeo said, in reference 
to the Iran nuclear deal, also known 

as the 2015 Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA), which was 
abandoned by the US in May 2018.

He added that he does not ex-
clude a deal with the [Iranian 
President’s] regime but warned 
that if the accord is not clinched, 
Tehran will face increasing costs 
for all its reckless and violent activ-
ity around the world. Pompeo also 
noted that Trump wants US allies 
and partners on board” when it 
comes to maintaining the pressure 
campaign against Iran, which he 
said has already been welcomed 
by French President Emmanuel 
Macron and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel.

This widespread agreement 
about the Iranian threat leaves no 
room for countries to remain am-
bivalent about whether to join the 
global effort to change Iran’s behav-
ior, an effort that is big and getting 
bigger, Pompeo said.

11 killed on 2nd day of Afghan elections
KABUL

At least 11 people, including six children, have 
been killed as a result of an explosion in the 
eastern Afghan province of Nangarhar on 
Sunday, on the second day of parliamentary 
elections in the country, spokesperson for the 
provincial governor said in a statement. 

A total of 11 Afghans, including one woman 
and six children, have been killed as a result of 
the explosion of a car that was laden with an 
improvised explosive device. The attack was 
carried out in the province’s Achin district, 
which is believed to be the main stronghold 
of the Daesh terrorist group in the east of the 
country.

The day before, the Afghan Interior Ministry 
told Sputnik that three explosions had hit dif-
ferent areas of the country’s capital of Kabul 
on the first day of parliamentary elections. The 
ministry later said that over 190 incidents, in-
cluding terrorist attacks and explosions, had 
been registered on Saturday. 

Local media reported that at least 44 people 
had been killed as a result of the attacks on 
Saturday and almost 240 were injured.

Before the parliamentary elections, militants 
of the Taliban movement, which does not rec-
ognize the vote, announced their intention 
to sabotage the electoral process. This year’s 
elections have become the first parliamentary 

election in Afghanistan since 2010. In 2016, 
the election was postponed over the unstable 
security situation in the country, where various 

militant groups, including the Taliban and the 
Daesh, carry out regular terrorist attacks and 
fight for power against Kabul.

Zulfi Bukhari moves court to get 
his name out of ECL

ISLAMABAD

Sayed Zulfiqar Abbas Bukhari, the special assistant to the prime 
minister on overseas Pakistanis and human resource development, has 
submitted a petition to the Islamabad High Court (IHC) that has sought 
removal of his name from the Exit Control List (ECL). The interior 
ministry, on a request of the National Accountability Bureau (NAB), had 
placed  Bukhari’s name on the ECL since he is facing an inquiry about 
“accumulating assets beyond known sources of income. Initially, the 
interior ministry instead of putting his name on the ECL had put it on 
the black list to restrict his movement. Bukhari, popularly known as 
Zulfi Bukhari, is a close friend of Prime Minister Imran Khan.
Even though his name was on the ECL, he managed to go to Saudi 
Arabia before the general elections as the interior ministry had lifted 
the travel ban on him within a few minutes as he was accompanying 
Mr Khan to perform Umrah. Then Mr Bukhari challenged putting of his 
name on the black list before the IHC.

An Afghan woman arrives at a voter registration centre to register for the upcoming parliamentary and 
district council elections in Kabul, Afghanistan, 23 April 2018. Photo: Reuters

DG Khan, 
Muzaffargarh 
added to Naya 
Pakistan Housing 
Programme

ISLAMABAD: The government 
has decided to expand its recently 
launched ‘Naya Pakistan Housing 
Programme’ to include two more 
cities from southern Punjab: Dera 
Ghazi Khan and Muzaffargarh. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan earlier 
this month launched the ‘Naya 
Pakistan Housing Programme’ 
under which five million afford-
able houses have been promised 
by the government for the under-
privileged class during the next 
five years. The initial phase of the 
project was announced for seven 
cities that included Islamabad, 
Sukkur, Gilgit, Muzaffarabad, 
Quetta, Swat and Faisalabad. 
The project was then extended 
to Lahore, Multan, Rahim Yar 
Khan, Layyah, Bahawalpur, 
Vehari, Kasur, Sialkot, Jhelum 
and Gujranwala, and most 
recently to Dera Ghazi Khan and 
Muzaffargarh. 

Massive anti-
war rally near 
Pentagon

WASHINGTON

A massive antiwar rally started 
on Sunday in national capitals’ 
closest suburb. Hundreds of 
people participate in Women’s 
March on Pentagon rally to 
voice their protest against ag-
gressive US foreign policy. The 
march dedicated to the 51st an-
niversary of the big rally of 1967, 
when dozens of thousands of 
people gathered near Pentagon 
to protest against the war in 
Vietnam. The new rally was 
organized in response to the 
ongoing US military aggression 
across the globe and the con-
tinuing bi-partisan increases in 
Pentagon funding, its facilitators 
said. They also called on their 
supporters to march for peace 
and against the war machine. 
The march is endorsed by a 
dozen organizations, including 
Green Party US, The United 
National AntiWar Coalition, The 
Black Alliance for Peace.


