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Mission to Mercury 
Europe and Japan are set to launch their joint mission to 

Mercury, the planet closest to the Sun.The partners have 
each contributed a probe to be dispatched on an Ariane 

rocket from French Guiana. The duo, together known as 
BepiColombo, are bolted to one another for the seven-year 

cruise to their destination, and will separate once they arrive. 
It’s hoped their parallel observations can finally resolve some 

of the many puzzles about the hot, oddball planet.
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PM invites Qatari 
investors to Pakistan
Emir Qatar desires to strengthen close and 
cordial bilateral relations

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Friday invited Qatari investment in 
all sectors of Pakistan’s economy, 
especially in agriculture, livestock, 
and energy. He also expressed hope 
for early implementation of Qatar’s 
decision to import 100,000 workers 
from Pakistan. 

The prime minister expressed 
these views while talking to Sheikh 
Mohammad Bin Abdul Rahman Al 
Thani, deputy prime minister and 
minister for foreign affairs of the 
State of Qatar, who had called on him 
in Islamabad to convey felicitations 
and best wishes on behalf of the 
Emir of Qatar on PM Khan’s election.

The foreign minister of Qatar con-
veyed the Emir’s keen desire to work 
with the new leadership in Pakistan 
to further strengthen close and 
cordial relations between the two 
countries. Expressing appreciation 
for the warm sentiments of Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, the 

PM reciprocated by underlining the 
commitment of his government to 
build mutually beneficial relations 
with Qatar. Referring to an increase 
in Pakistan’s exports to Qatar, PM 
Khan hoped that bilateral trade will 
further expand in the coming years.

Earlier in the day, the Qatari for-
eign minister held talks with Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi at 
the Foreign Office. According to a 
statement released by the FO, Al 
Thani congratulated FM Qureshi 
on assuming office and conveyed a 
desire to work with Qureshi to ce-
ment the relations between Pakistan 
and Qatar. 

FM Qureshi underscored the im-
portance of the relationship between 
Pakistan and Qatar. Discussing bilat-
eral, political and economic relations 
between the two countries, the min-
isters decided to hold the next Joint 
Ministerial Commission (JMC) in 
December this year, the statement 
read.

The FO reports that it was also 
agreed upon to hold bilateral po-
litical consultations. FM Qureshi 
highlighted the huge potential for 
bilateral cooperation in energy, pe-
troleum and petrochemical, agricul-
ture and livestock sectors, the FO 
statement reads. 

The statement adds that during the 
meeting, FM Qureshi reiterated his 
request for fast tracking the recruit-
ment process for Pakistani workers, 
reminding his Qatari counterpart of 
the discussion held between them 
in New York on the sidelines of the 
73rd UN General Assembly last 
month.

He also offered the professional 
services of the Pakistani workforce 
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar, the FO statement says. The 
FO has also said that FM Al Thani 
thanked FM Qureshi and reiterated 
his invitation to him to visit Doha on 
mutually convenient dates which FM 
Qureshi accepted.

Sheikh Mohammad Bin Abdul Rehman Al Thani, Deputy Prime minister and Minister for Freign Affairs of the State of 
Qatar, called on Prime Minister Imran Khan at PM Office Islamabad on Friday. Photo: PID

Southeast 
Asian navies to 
hold drills with 
China

SINGAPORE

Southeast Asian navies are 
heading to their first joint 
exercises with China in its 
southern waters next week, 
and defense officials agreed 
Friday to conduct a similar 
drill with the US next year. 
Singapore’s Defense Minister 
Ng Eng Hen said the drills 
next week in waters sur-
rounding Zhanjiang will 
build trust and confidence 
among the navies participat-
ing. The defense ministers of 
the 10-member Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
said in a joint declaration 
their planned exercises in 
2019 would “enhance friend-
ship and confidence between 
ASEAN member states’ navies 
and the People’s Liberation 
Army Navy and the US Navy.

The officials said at a news 
conference that the location 
and extent of the second ex-
ercise had not been decided. 
ASEAN defense ministers are 
in Singapore with US Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis and his 
Chinese counterpart, Gen. Wei 
Feng, for an Asian security 
conference this weekend.

Mattis said he remains keen 
for a constructive relationship 
with China but expressed 
concern about its military ac-
tivities in the disputed South 
China Sea. By working with 
ASEAN and other partners, 
the US affirms that no single 
nation can rewrite the inter-
national rules of the road, he 
added. The exercises with 
China’s navy next week will 
include operations like mari-
time safety, medical evacua-
tion, and search and rescue 
procedures.

Asked if it holding the ex-
ercise in the South China Sea 
was contentious, Ng said all 
countries had the right of 
navigation and military ac-
tivities consistent with inter-
national law. China and other 
Asian governments have rival 
claims to parts of the South 
China Sea. 

European, Asian leaders want free trade
BRUSSELS

European and Asian leaders pledged 
their support for free trade at a meet-
ing Friday that underscored global 
trade tensions with US President 
Donald Trump. German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel said the Asia-Europe 
Meeting in Brussels would send a 
signal that “countries are coming 
together here from Europe and Asia 
that all want rules-based global trade 
and are committed to multilateralism.

The meeting brought together 30 
European leaders with their counter-
parts from 21 Asian nations as well as 
top officials from the European Union 
and the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations.

Together, the group accounts for 
some two-thirds of the world’s eco-
nomic output, 55 percent of global 
trade and 60 percent of the world’s 
population. A written statement said 
the leaders highlighted the vital need 
of maintaining an open world econ-
omy and upholding the rules-based 
multilateral trading system, with the 

World Trade Organization at its core.
Trump slapped 25 percent tariffs 

on steel imports and 10 percent on 
imported aluminum from the EU on 
June 1. He said the move was to pro-
tect U.S. national security interests, 
but the Europeans claim it is simply 
protectionism and breaks global trade 
rules. The EU hit back with tariffs on 
about 2.8 billion euros worth ($3.4 
billion) of U.S. steel, agricultural and 
other products. The stakes are even 
higher in Trump’s trade war with 
China. Trump has imposed tariffs on 
about $250 billion worth of Chinese 
products amid U.S. accusations that 
China engages in cyber-theft and co-

erces foreign companies into handing 
over technology in return for access 

to the Chinese market, as well as by 
Trump’s anger over China’s trade sur-

plus with the US
The wide-ranging agenda in 

Brussels also included discussions 
on climate change. In their closing 
statement, the leaders expressed 
“profound concern that current global 
efforts are insufficient to meet goals 
set out in the 2015 Paris climate ac-
cord. Trump has removed the US from 
that deal. On the sidelines of the meet-
ing, the EU signed a pact with Vietnam 
that aims to tackle illegal logging. 
Later the EU was signing a free trade 
deal with Singapore.

In another conclusion that ran coun-
ter to US policy, European and Asian 
leaders praised the Iran nuclear deal 
another multilateral initiative rejected 
by Trump. Preserving the nuclear deal 
with Iran is a matter of respecting in-
ternational agreements, and promot-
ing international security, peace and 
stability, they said.

One region where the leaders in 
Brussels were more closely aligned 
with Trump was the Korean pen-
insula, where the U.S. president has 
been involved with efforts to end 
North Korea’s nuclear program. 

European Union and Asian leaders pose for a group photo during an EU-ASEM summit in Brussels.

$3.4b
is the amount EU hit back with tariffs of US 
steel, agricultural and other products

FATF for more action 
against financial aid to 
terrorists

ISLAMABAD

Finance Minister Asad Umar reiter-
ated the government’s resolve to 
control and eventually eliminate 
money laundering and terror fi-
nancing in the country in line with 
international guidelines.

The Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) Asia Pacific Group has 
demanded more action from 
Pakistan to put an end to money 
laundering and giving financial 
assistance to terrorists. Pakistan 
and FATF’s Asia Pacific delegation 
recently held talks for a week and 
half in the capital. The FATF has 
demanded Pakistan to ‘do more’ 
in terms of stopping money laun-
dering. The organisation has also 
expressed satisfaction over the 
progress made by Pakistan so far 
in this regard.

The finance minister met with 
a delegation of the Asia-Pacific 
Group (APG), a Financial Action 
Task Force-style regional body on 
money laundering in the federal 
capital, where he conveyed the 
government’s stance on the issue. 
The delegation, headed by APG 
Executive Secretary Gordon Hook, 
apprised the finance minister its 
objectives for the trip and meet-
ings it would hold with relevant 

stakeholders.
The FATF delegation held talks 

with Pakistani officials and pre-
sented them an initial report. 
The group will provide Pakistan 
the first report until November 
19 and visit Pakistan in March or 
April 2019. The Asia Pacific Group 
will make the report related to 
Pakistan public in July 2019. It is 
pertinent to mention that the FATF 
has included Pakistan in its ‘grey 
list’ upon failure to stop financial 
aid to terrorists. 

Umar added that the govern-
ment wants to strengthen laws 
against money laundering and 
terror financing in the country. 
Earlier on October 9, the APG had 
urged Pakistan to intensify actions 
against the non-profit organisations 
suspected of giving financial aid to 
terrorist groups and bring more 
transparency in the steps it is tak-
ing over proliferation matters.

US, South Korea cancel 
major military exercise

WASHINGTON

The Pentagon confirmed Friday the 
US and South Korea have called off 
the Vigilant Ace military exercise, 
a large scale operation between 
US and allied forces. Secretary of 
Defense James Mattis and South 
Korean Minister of National 
Defense Jeong Kyeong-doo made 
the decision together, after Mattis 
also consulted with Japan’s minis-
ter of defense on the matter.

The reasoning for the move was 
“to give the diplomatic process 
every opportunity to continue.

Both ministers are committed to 
monitoring training exercises to 

ensure the readiness of our forces. 
They pledged to maintain close 
coordination and evaluate future 
exercises, Pentagon spokeswoman 
Dana White said in a statement.

Vigilant Ace is an annual exer-
cise to enhance interoperability 
between the US and ROK forces 
and ensuring peace and security 
on the peninsula, she added. Last 
December the five day military ex-
ercise was conducted between the 
U.S. Air Force, Marine Corps and 
Navy along with Republic of Korea 
Air Force personnel and included 
230 aircraft including F-22, F-35, 
and F-16 fighter jets.
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Kandahar shooting

FM Qureshi 
condoles Afghan 
counterpart
Reiterates peace in Afghanistan 
vital for regional peace

ISLAMABAD

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Friday telephoned his 
Afghan counterpart, Salahuddin 
Rabbani, to condole the death 
of three senior Afghan leaders 
in a terrorist attack in Kandahar 
yesterday. 

The three men all senior officials 
of the provincial government of 
Kandahar were killed by their 
own guards at a security confer-
ence. Kandahar’s deputy provin-
cial governor, Agha Lala Dastageri, 
had said powerful provincial police 
chief Abdul Razik and the prov-
ince’s intelligence chief, Abdul 
Mohmin, had died immediately in 
the attack, while provincial gover-
nor Zalmay Wesa died later of his 
injuries at a hospital.

Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
Chief of Army Staff Gen Qamar 
Javed Bajwa had previously con-
demned the attack, reiterating 
that peace in Afghanistan is vital 
for peace in the region.

According to a press release from 

the Foreign Office, FM Qureshi 
today offered prayers for the de-
ceased and sent his condolences 
for the victims’ families. The for-
eign minister said that Pakistan 
continues to stand with its Afghan 
brothers and sisters and shares 
their pain and grief.

FM Qureshi reiterated that 
Pakistan condemns terrorism and 
that it would continue to work with 
Afghanistan to achieve long-term 
peace and stability in the region.

He added that ending the conflict 
in Afghanistan was an essential 
step towards peace in the region 
and that the peace and economic 
development in Pakistan is di-
rectly linked with the restoration 
of complete peace and stability in 
its neighbouring country. 

The foreign minister also ex-
pressed the hope that parliamen-
tary elections in Afghanistan will 
be held in a peaceful environment. 
He also reassured FM Rabbani of 
Pakistan’s complete support for the 
Afghan democratic process.

Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs, Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi received Ambassador of Spain to Pakistan, 
Carlos Morales Sánchez for a farewell call at Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Islamabad on Friday. Photo: PID

PM Imran to attend ‘Davos in the Desert’ 
conference in Saudi Arabia

ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Imran Khan will visit 
Saudi Arabia next week to attend 
the ‘Future Investment Initiative 
(FII) conference, to be held from 
October 23 to 25, the Foreign Office 
confirmed on Friday. 

The prime minister will arrive in 
Riyadh on October 23 on the special 
invitation of King Salman bin Abdel 
Aziz, to participate in the first day 
of the investment conference. The 
conference, termed “Davos in the 
desert”, will host leading busi-
nesspersons, investors, corporate 

giants, representatives of hi-tech 
industry and major media outlets 
at one platform, the Foreign Office 
said in a press release.

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s par-
ticipation is aimed at projecting 
Pakistan’s economic and invest-
ment potential and his vision of the 
country in the five years to come. 
The conference provides an oppor-
tunity to interact with important 
business leaders who are interested 
in investing in Pakistan, the press re-
lease stated. 

The premier will also call on King 

Salman and meet Crown Prince 
Muhammad Bin Salman. Matters of 
mutual interest will be discussed.

The FII conference is now an an-
nual feature in Saudi Arabia. The 
first FII was held last year, with 
participation of 3,800 people from 
90 countries. This year’s conference 
is also likely to attract participation 
from a large number of leading 
figures.

PM Imran’s participation in the 
conference signifies our solidarity 
with the Kingdom in its efforts to 
become an emerging hub of inter-

national business and investment, 
the release added. 

The prime minister last toured 
Saudi Arabia on September 18.

He is expected to hold talks on 
economic cooperation with Saudi 
officials during his visit.

PM Imran last toured Saudi Arabia 
on September 18. After his Saudi 
visit, he will undertake a three-day 
official tour to China from November 
3. A a top-level delegation from the 
United Arab Emirates will visit 
Pakistan soon to discuss expanding 
economic cooperation.

Pak Army wins gold 
in Cambrian Patrol 
exercise in UK

RAWALPINDI

An 11-member team of Pakistan 
Army has won gold medal in 
the world’s toughest Cambrian 
Patrol competition held at 
Wales, UK, the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) said 
Friday. The team comprised 
soldiers from a battalion of 
Northern Light Infantry from 
Gilgit-Baltistan, the ISPR said in 

a statement.
On the whole, 134 teams from 

31 countries participated in 
the two-weeks-long competi-
tion that started on October 8. 
Cambrian Patrol is a mission 
and task-oriented patrolling ex-
ercise of 48 hours, the statement 
read. The participants cover 60 
kilometer distance carrying 25 
kilograms during the exercise.

EU Summit ends with Brexit deadlock
BRUSSELS

The two-day European Council meeting, during 
which the leaders recognized that many Brexit 
issues remained unresolved, pledged to step 
up fight against undocumented migration, as 
well as counter cyberattacks, disinformation 
campaigns and chemical threats. The two-day 
summit started with talks on Brexit, which was 
the main topic discussed at Wednesday din-
ner. Talking to reporters, European Parliament 
President Antonio Tajani said that UK Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s address to EU leaders 

lacked any new Brexit proposals in terms of 
substance.

I want to be optimistic. The political message 
of Theresa May is a positive one, [saying that 
they] want to achieve an agreement. On the 
content – no news. But the body language was 
more positive than in the past, Tajani said. Next 
day, May said on the sidelines of the summit 
that the sides had made good progress both 
on the withdrawal agreement and on the post-
Brexit relations, noting though that some is-
sues, including those related to the Irish border, 

remained unresolved.
Commenting on the EU reported proposal to 

extend the transition period beyond December 
2020 over insufficient progress in talks on 
post-Brexit UK-EU relations, the prime min-
ister told Sky News that she did not rule out 
such an option. May, however, stressed that she 
expected the Brexit transition period to come 
to a close as it had been scheduled. Later at a 
press conference, she said that there was still a 
lot of hard work ahead in terms of Brexit talks.

On Thursday evening, important news fi-

nally came from Spanish Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez who announced that Spain 
and the United Kingdom had successfully 
negotiated the issue of Gibraltar’s future post-
Brexit and agreed upon the text of a protocol 
to be included in the Withdrawal Agreement. 
According to the prime minister, the two sides 
still have to agree on the four memorandums 
that are related to bilateral relations between 
Spain and the United Kingdom. The memoran-
dums will envision cooperation on taxation, 
environment and security.

Afghanistan delays polls in Kandahar
KABUL

Afghanistan postponed legislative 
elections in Kandahar province on 
Friday, after a Taliban-claimed at-
tack on a US-Afghan security meet-
ing killed a powerful police chief and 
threatened stability across the south. 

Preparations for the vote in 
Kandahar were thrown into tur-
moil when a gunman wearing a se-
curity forces uniform opened fire 
on a gathering of US and Afghan 
officials Saturday’s parliamentary 

ballot would be delayed by one 
week, a spokesman for President 
Ashraf Ghani said in a state-
ment, following an extraordinary 
meeting of the National Security 
Council.

The Independent Election 
Commission would announce the 
new date, he added. Preparations for 
the vote in Kandahar, the Taliban’s 
birthplace, were thrown into tur-
moil on Thursday when a gunman 
wearing a security forces uniform 

opened fire on a gathering of US and 
Afghan officials. General Scott Miller, 
the top US and NATO commander 
in Afghanistan, escaped unhurt, but 
Kandahar police chief General Abdul 
Raziq was killed along with the head 
of the provincial intelligence unit 
and an Afghan journalist.

Voter turnout for the election al-
ready was expected to be far lower 
than the 8.9 million people officially 
registered, following the Taliban´s 
pledge to attack the ballot.

50 dead as train 
mows down 
crowd

AMRITSAR

More than 50 people have been 
killed and 200 hurt after a train 
ran into a crowd near Amritsar 
in India’s northern Punjab state. 
The victims were standing on 
the railway tracks watching cel-
ebrations for the Hindu festival 
of Dusshera, eyewitnesses said. 
They did not hear the train ap-
proach as they watched a fire-
cracker-filled effigy of the demon 
king Ravana burn.

The incident happened at 
about 18:30 local time, said jour-
nalist Ravinder Singh Robin. The 
incident happened as crowds 
were celebrating a Hindu festival.

Turkey to host 
four-nation 
Summit on 
Syrian crisis

ANKARA

A summit between the leaders 
of Turkey, France, Germany 
and Russia will be held in 
Istanbul this month to discuss 
the conflict in Syria and ef-
forts for a lasting solution to 
the war in the Arab country, 
a Turkish official said Friday. 
Presidential spokesman 
Ibrahim Kalin, in a written 
statement said the summit 
will take place on October 27. 
Russia and Turkey reached an 
agreement last month to set 
up a demilitarized zone around 
the northwestern Syrian 
province of Idlib preventing a 
government offensive on the 
last rebel stronghold in the 
country.
Idlib has been calm ever since 
although some militant groups 
did not meet an October 15 
deadline to evacuate the de-
militarized zone that surrounds 
Idlib province. Many feared 
that a government offensive in 
Idlib would trigger a new refu-
gee crisis as the region is home 
to some 3 million people many 
of them displaced by war from 
other parts of Syria. Russia 
is a main backer of Syrian 
President Bashar Assad’s 
government while Turkey has 
been helping insurgents trying 
to remove him from power.
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Gigi lashes out paparazzi for invading privacy
Gigi Hadid has lashed out the paparazzi after being 

threatened with a lawsuit. According to Hadid, 23, a 
paparazzo threatened to sue her for posting a photo of 
herself on Instagram without crediting the photographer. 
Hadid removed the pic in question, but the legal threat 
set her off and inspired her to lash out against people 
[making] money off us every day, legally stalking us day 
in and day out. Hadid’s two-page note pointed out the 
absurd irony of the paparazzi taking legal action while 
putting the general public in danger in pursuit of a photo, 
including driving dangerously close and recklessly.

She acknowledged that celebrity photographers have 
a job to do and that being photographed in public is part 
of being famous but insisted that there is a line. We are 
human beings, Hadid wrote, noting the mental/emotional 
toll of being pursued by the paparazzi. Her message 
got tons of support from fellow celebrities, including 
Kylie Jenner, who commented, We’re ‘public figures’ 
and it’s legal for them to invade our privacy. It’s pretty 
disappointing. We got a change this.

“I don’t get paid to be in magazines. A photographer that 
shoots me for a job can use that image for that job only, 
it is illegal for that photo or any photo I do not consent 
to be reused anywhere outside that publication by the 
photographer, both parties have rights. It should be the 
same here.

Showbiz

Stylish sneakers men can wear to office
Life Style

We wouldn’t blame you if you chose to live in your 
favorite sneakers 24/7. But unfortunately, even 
despite the rise of athleisure trends, there are still 
many work environments in which sporting your 
running shoes or Air Jordans just won’t cut it. If 
you can’t live without the comfort factor, though, AGENCIES

MONITORING DESK

Prioritize Pak-Tunisia economic 
& trade cooperation

Pakistan and Tunisia enjoy religious, cultural and socio-political heritage, but 
the bilateral trade between the two countries is quite negligible. Mutual trade is 
incommensurate with the equation being enjoyed by the two countries and this has been 
echoed by the leadership of  Tunisia and  Pakistan. Trade statistics reveal approximately 
$33 million although this could witness a surge once a preferential trade agreement is 
signed between both countries.

Therefore, both the countries are required to focus on frequent exchange of trade 
delegations to explore all untapped areas of mutual cooperation. Information Technology, 
Gems and Jewelry, Poultry, Pharmaceutical, agriculture, textiles, tourism and industrial 
machinery as other potential areas of cooperation between Pakistan and Tunisia. Tunisia 
has great strategic importance and is a gateway for Pakistan to enter the large markets 
of Africa, European Union and Arab countries. There is need to bring awareness and 
information on both sides about potential for mutual cooperation, Pakistan has not so 
far exploited the geographical location of Tunisia for achieving benefits for its economy.

Tunisia’s 80% trade is with European Union and Pakistan could promote its exports 
to Africa and EU by enhancing cooperation with Tunisia. Pakistani business community 
must also visit Tunisia to explore joint ventures and investment in its free economic 
zones. Tunisian government must also remove all trade barriers from the way of 
promoting bilateral trade with Pakistan, besides, bridging all the communication gaps. 
It will enable Pakistan to get better access to the world’s largest markets like Europe, 
North Africa and Middle East by promoting cooperation with Tunisia while Tunisia 
could get access to Asia by enhancing cooperation with Pakistan. Moreover, Pak-Tunisia 
preferential trade agreement will also help in enhancing bilateral trade between the 
two countries. Tunisia seems ready to open the new trade vistas with Pakistan by 
focusing on establishing the strengthened mutual trade ties.

has been identified at such a high redshift, just over 
two billion years after the Big Bang, said Olga Cucciati, 
a researcher at the Astrophysics and Space Sciences 
Observatory in Bologna and lead author of a study 
detailing the discovery. Redshift is a measure of the 
changing wavelength of light travelling away from an 
observer. Normally these kinds of structures are known 
at lower redshifts.

Giant galaxy supercluster found

PARIS: Scientists have discovered a primitive 
supercluster of galaxies forming in the early Universe, 
just 2.3 billion years after the Big Bang. The structure, 
nicknamed Hyperion, is the largest and most massive 
to be found so early in the formation of the Universe, 
which sprang into existence around 13.7 billion years 
ago. Its titanic mass is one million billion times that of 
the Sun. This is the first time that such a large structure 

Tech

AGENCIES

chemical changes occur even before the liquids are 
heated, so users may face some risks when inhaling 
the aerosolized ingredients at any temperature. Flavor 
additives are commonly used in foods and cosmetics 
in the forms of chemicals called aldehydes and even 
as acetals, the latter of which can provide longer-
lasting fragrance in products such as perfumes, Jordt 
said. The chemicals are approved for these uses, and 
might not aggravate the gut or skin, which offer more 
protection against environmental irritants than the 
delicate airway. Flavor aldehydes are known to cause 
irritation when inhaled. But in lab tests, researchers 
found the acetals they created from mixing flavors 
into e-liquids were even more effective in triggering 
molecular receptors involved in lung irritation.

Adding flavors to e-cigarette changes chemistry
Health

NEWS DESK

NEW HAVEN:  As e-cigarette 
manufacturers marketing nicotine-
infused liquids that taste like crème 
brûlée, cotton candy and mango 
smoothies. The sweet flavors’ appeal 
to teens is a major concern for Food 
and Drug Administration officials, 
who recently declared teen vaping an 
epidemic. New research from Duke and 
Yale universities shows flavorings are 
transforming more than marketing. The chemical 
additives react to e-liquid, or e-juice, creating 
new compounds that could trigger irritation and 
inflammation when inhaled.

The study, published by Nicotine & Tobacco Research, 
shows when chemical flavorings for vanilla, cherry, 
citrus and cinnamon mingle with solvents such 
as polypropylene glycol and glycerol, they create 
compounds called acetals. E-liquid manufacturers have 
not widely documented or disclosed the presence of 
acetals in the vapors users are inhaling, said Sven-Eric 
Jordt, Ph.D., an associate professor of anesthesiology, 
pharmacology and cancer biology at Duke and a senior 
author of the paper.

The new study, a collaboration between Duke and 
the Yale Tobacco Center of Regulatory Science, shows 

India buying S-400 system to upset region: FO

Life & Style

we’ve rounded up a range of sneakers so sleek, they 
can almost pass for dress shoes. Santoni Fremont, 
Vionic Baldwin Lace-Up Sneaker, Mezlan Baena 
Lace-Up, AldoThylle and Gianvito Rossi Suede Low-
top Sneaker are all the office-appropriate options 
for everyone.

Pakistan appears fully alert to latest 
ambitious purchases by archrival 
India of S-400 ballistic missile de-
fense (BMD) system from Russia 

besides claiming capabilities to render any BMD 
as ineffective and unreliable.   

“We reiterate our commitment towards en-
suring national defence in line with the policy of 
maintaining credible minimum deterrence and 
maintaining strategic balance in the region in 
the future as well,” reads a Foreign Office state-
ment regarding Indo-Russian pact on nuclear 
missiles’ purchases.

The Indian purchase of S-400 missile system 
is a part of their efforts to acquire a Ballistic 
Missile Defence (BMD) System through multiple 
sources, it adds. According to the Foreign Office 
Spokesman Dr Muhammad Faisal, India ac-
quiring BMD system would further destabilize 
strategic stability in South Asia, besides leading 
to a renewed arms race.

The spokesman reminds, following the May 
1998 nuclear tests by both sides, Pakistan had 
proposed a Strategic Restraint Regime in the re-

gion, advocating against the acquisition of BMD 
systems due to their destabilizing effect.

Indian rejection of this proposal forced 
Pakistan to develop capabilities which render 
any BMD system ineffective and unreliable. The 
spokesman underlines once again that Pakistan 
remains fully confident of its ability to address 
threats from any kind of destabilizing weapon 
system. Pakistan’s befitting response to the lat-
est defense deal was timely as India has been 
rather raising hue and cry on stepping up of 
Pak-Russia defense as well as trade ties. Same 
trick India already played in winning a muclear 
reactor contract from USA a decade ago when 
it has been vehemently opposing Coalition 
Support Fund and F-16 releases to Pakistan. It 
goes exactly like the common Hindi language 
proverb “Bagal Mein Churi, Muh Mein Ram” 

that means “A sweet tongue, but a hand ready 
to stab in the back.”

That shows traditional Indian clergy style of 
diplomacy in the modern days. Similarly, India 
alleges Pakistan of sporting terrorists while 
its own spy is caught and confessed terrorist 
actions and designs officially assigned to him. 
Indian parliamentarians and ministers have 
spoken unequivocally about their designs to 
carry out terrorism inside Pakistan. There are 
also reports that Indian spy agencies are fully 
active in creating terror scenes in Afghanistan 
in a bid to get blames hurled on Pakistan. 

The writter is Managing Editor, The Asian 
Telegraph. He could be reached at m.afzal.

bajwa@gmail.com; 
Twitter handle #AfzalBajwa

Pakistan claims of having countering capabilities



energy sector for its consolidation and 
self-sufficiency.

Minister Ayub thanked Lian for inviting 
Pakistan’s delegation to attend the Belt 
and Road Energy Ministerial Conference, 
held in Suzhou yesterday, and hoped that 
the Conference under China’s visionary 
leadership would play a critical role in 
rebuilding and diversifying regional energy 
landscape.

Real Madrid will visit the African continent in the 
Copa del Rey after drawing third tier UD Melilla in 
the last 32. Melilla is a tiny Spanish enclave of about 
4.7 square miles on the north coast of Morocco, 
with a population of about 86,000. The club’s 
10,000 capacity Alvarez Claro Stadium will hold the 
first leg on 31 October. The second leg will be 460 
miles away at Santiago Bernabeu on 5 December. 
Melilla, and sister city Ceuta, are both surrounded 
by anti-migrant razor wire fences and are coveted 
by Morocco. Elsewhere, holders Barcelona face 
third division Cultural Leonesa and Atletico Madrid 
are up against Catalan minnows Sant Andreu.

KSE-100 makes smart recovery after 
impressive corporate result

Wimbledon to introduce 
final set tie-breaks in 2019

Real Madrid to make 
African trip

SUZHOU: Vice Chairman Chinese 
National Development and Reform 
Commission (NDRC) Lian Weiliang has said 
on Friday that Pakistan has great potential 
to grow and its energy market will witness 
major expansion in the coming years. China 
would continue to complement Pakistan’s 
efforts in reforming and expanding its 
energy sector.

In a meeting with Federal Minister for 
Energy Omar Ayub Khan, Lian, while 
recognizing the imperatives of further 
reinforcing ties between two iron brothers, 
maintained that both countries could 
regularly review the progress of various 
energy projects and jointly formulate 
strategies and plans to oversee their speedy 
and timely execution.

He particularly stressed that Chinese 
leadership at the highest level remained 
committed to further invest in Pakistan’s 

China committed to invest in Pak energy sector US tariffs trigger WTO spat escalation
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Pakistan clinches test series against Australia
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FATF gives Iran 4-month deadline to complete reforms
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TEHRAN: The anti-terror Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) has in 
Paris, France, on Friday given Iran a 
four-month deadline until February 
to complete reforms. ‘The Financial 

Action Task Force decided at its 
meeting this week to continue the 
suspension of counter-measures,’ 
Reuters on Friday quoted sources 
as saying. FATF has in its plenary 

SINGAPORE: Oil prices nudged higher on 
Friday on signs of surging demand in China, the 
world’s second-biggest oil user, though prices 
are set to fall for a second week amid concerns of 
the ongoing Sino-US trade war is limiting overall 
economic activity. Brent crude oil futures were 
trading at $79.51 per barrel at 0521 GMT, up 22 
cents, or 0.3 percent, from their last close.

US West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude 
futures were up 19 cents, or 0.3 percent, at 
$68.84 a barrel. For the week, Brent crude was 
1.1 percent lower while WTI futures were down 3.5 percent, putting both on track for a second consecutive 
weekly decline. Refinery throughput in China, the world’s second-largest oil importer, rose to a record high of 
12.49 million barrels per day (bpd) in September as some independent plants restarted operations after prolonged 
shutdowns over summer to shore up inventories.

Oil prices edge up amid US-China trade row

AGENCIES

ABU DHABI: Brilliant performances from Mohammad 
Abbas and captain Sarfraz Ahmed was enough for 
Pakistan in securing a series win against Australia with a 
thumping win in the second Test by 373  runs on Friday 
here. Abbas followed up his 5-33 in the first innings with 
another five-wicket haul in the second innings to help 
Pakistan overpower Australia in convincing fashion. 
Leg-spinner Yasir Shah also chipped in three wickets 
to ensure that the Kangaroos did not get any breathing 
space while chasing a stiff target of 538 runs. For 
Australia no batsman was able to notch up an innings 
of substantial value as Marnus Labuschagne was the 

highest run scorer with 43 runs.
The morning session started on 

a sour note for both teams, with 
Pakistan skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed 
taken to hospital and Khawaja 
ruled out with a meniscal tear to 
his left knee that is likely to require 
surgery which meant that Pakistan 
needed just nine wickets to secure 
victory. Abbas also became the 
first pace bowler to take 15 or 
more wickets in a Test series in 
the United Arab Emirates and was 

declared player of the match.
Rival captains Sarfraz Ahmed and Tim Paine were 

unanimous in their praise of wicket-taking sensation 
Mohammad Abbas, who helped Pakistan thrash 
Australia in the second Test in Abu Dhabi on Friday. 
Sarfraz claimed Australia weren’t ready for Abbas, 
who was also named man-of-the-series on Pakistan’s 
trip to England earlier this year. Looks like they hadn’t 
prepared for Abbas, they took him a little easy, said 
Sarfraz. Australia entered the two-Test series focused 
on the threat of leg-spinner Yasir Shah, although he 
managed just eight wickets.

LONDON:  Tie-breaks will be played at 12-12 in the 
final set at Wimbledon from next year, the All England 
Lawn Tennis Club has announced. It comes after the 
final set of Kevin Anderson’s semi-final with John Isner 
this year lasted almost three hours. Afterwards South 
African Anderson, who eventually won the set 26-24, 
called for a rethink of the format. The AELTC said the 
time had come to introduce a tie-break method at a 
reasonable point in a deciding set. The winner will be 
the first player or team to reach seven points with an 
advantage of two or more points.

This year’s match between Anderson, 32, and Isner, 
33, was the second longest in Wimbledon history. 
Isner was also involved in the longest match when the 
American beat France’s.

KARACHI: The KSE-100 index extended its gains 
on Friday from the previous session and added 450 
points by the close of trade. The bourse soared past 

38,400 points with 
partial recovery 
in stocks from the 
hefty decline in the 
past few sessions 
due to tensions on 
the political front and 
lack of clarity on how 
to tackle economic 
challenges.

Earlier, the trading 
began on a positive 
note, but selling 

pressure soon gripped the market, which resulted in 
a fall of 210 points in the index. The first half of the 
trading session was marked by a lacklustre activity 

and dull trading. However, in the second half, the index 
exhibited an exceptional recovery, backed by positive 
investor sentiments. It erased all the losses of the first 
half.

Index-heavy stocks from automobile, chemical and 
cement sectors closed in the black. Exploration and 
production stocks, however, succumbed to the selling 
pressure and the entire sector closed in the red. At the 
end of trading, the benchmark KSE 100-share Index 
recorded an increase of 448.02 points or 1.18% to 
settle at 38,430.27.

The chemical sector recorded the highest trading 
volume with Lotte Chemical, Engro Polymer and Nimir 
Resins being top three volume leaders and all of them 
traded at their upper price limits. Investors were either 
cautious in the beginning or resisted the temptation to 
pick stocks at the weekend. Positive result from Lotte 
Chemical and ensuing trading activity gave confidence 
to investors. However, Engro result failed to impress 
the investors and its stock fell Rs4.5, the report added.
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Benchmark index increases 448.02 points to settle at 38,430.27.

GENEVA: China, Russia and the European 
Union are among a string of countries 
asking the World Trade Organization 
to probe new US steel and aluminum 
tariffs, the world trade body said Friday. 
Washington is meanwhile calling the WTO 
to investigate a number of retaliatory duties 
imposed by a range of countries, the agenda 
for the next meeting of the organization’s 

Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) showed. 
The agenda for the DSB meeting set to 
be held on October 29 shows that the EU, 
China, Russia, Canada, Mexico, Norway 
and Turkey plan to ask for the creation of 
a panel of experts to review US President 
Donald Trump’s decision to hit them with 
tariffs of 25 percent on steel and 10 percent 
on aluminum.

Marking a departure from a decades-
long US-led drive for free trade, Trump 
has justified the steep tariffs with claims 
that massive flows of imports to the United 
States threaten national security.The tariff 
spat has escalated into an all-out trade war 
between the US and China and growing 
trade tensions between Washington and 
many of its traditional allies. The US is 
meanwhile planning to request that the 
DSB create another set of expert panels 
to review the legality of retaliatory tariffs 
imposed by China, Canada, the EU and 
Mexico. The requests, which follow 
rounds of failed consultations, mark and 
escalation in an ongoing showdown at the 
WTO around Trump’s controversial trade 
policies.

Under WTO regulations, parties in a 
dispute can block a first request for the 
creation.

meeting in Paris since Sunday been 
discussing the safety and security 
of the global financial system.  FATF 
website has reported that as many 
as 800 officials, representing 204 
jurisdictions, the IMF, UN, World 
Bank and others will come to Paris 
for FATF Week at the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD).  During six 
days of meetings, they discussed 
140 papers on a range of important 
issues to protect the integrity of the 
financial system and contribute to 
global safety and security, it said.


