
4-Year-Old Florida Girl Hailed a 
‘Hero’ for Saving Family From Fire

A 4-year-old Florida girl is being celebrated 
after saving her family from a devastating fire.

Mesha Farland, of Jacksonville, was the first to 
spot the blaze that wound up destroying her 
home. 

“When I was playing with my baby brother, I 
looked back and saw flames,” she told WJXT. 

She ran to get her mother, Amri Payne, who saw 
the fire “shooting up to the roof.”

Rapper donates 6,000 backpacks 
to his hometown school district

Meek Mill is giving back to his Philadelphia com-
munity just in time for the back-to-school season.

The 31-year-old rapper is donating 6,000 back-
packs and school supplies to low-income students at 
12 schools in the neighborhood.

“Growing up in Philly, I’ve watched families 
struggle to make ends meet and buy basic school 
supplies for their kids,” Meek Mill said in a state-
ment.

Students get more than new hairstyle, 
they overcome bullying.
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Government of Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
the army under General Qmar Javed Bajwa have 
resolved to mark this year Defense Day as beginning 
of a new era in Pakistan.

According to well-placed sources, all irritants and 
communication gaps between the civilian govern-
ment and the military were removed during the 
recent visit of Premier Khan along his cabinet mem-
bers to the GHQ. General Bajwa has reportedly 
ensured PM Khan about his all out support twoards 
policy implementation.

Upon arrival PM was presented guard of honour 
by a smartly turned out guard. PM laid floral wreath 
at the Shuhada monument to pay tribute to the mar-
tyrs. PM was introduced to all PSOs of the GHQ.

PM and the ministers were given detailed briefings 
on security environment, threat spectrum and 
response. Updates on Pak Army’s campaign against 
terrorism, ongoing operation RuF, Karachi situation 
and Khushal Balochistan program was also given.

PM greatly appreciated professionalism, operational 

readiness, and contributions & sacrifices of Pakistan 
Army in war against terrorism. He said that Pakistan is 
facing external and internal challenges but with support 
of the nation and through a cohesive national approach, 
we shall successfully overcome these. 

PM assured that Govt shall provide all resources 
required to maintain capability and capacity of the 
Army. He said that Pakistan is destined to rise and 
Inshallah we shall rise staying positively relevant in 
the comity of nations.

COAS thanked PM for his visit and reposing con-
fidence in the Army. COAS assured that Pakistan 
Army shall In Shaa Allah continue to deliver on 
nation’s expectations of defending the motherland at 
all costs and sacrifices.

According to the sources, Premier Khan and 
General appeared to be on the same page during the 
visit when they discussed the issues faced with by 
the nation. 

The sources were of the view that this was first 
ever dispansation in the history when the civilian 
and military leadership have come so close to the 
each other and were determined to deliver to the 
expectations of the masses. 

The sources claimed that General Bajwa would 
prove to be first army chief having no politicial 
ambitions whatsoever. 

Therefore, the Khan government would enjoy full 
support and backing from the army for his revolution-
ary policies as against the previous government s that 
faced resisitance from the military establishments. 

The sources told Asian Telegraph that the govern-
ment and the army would one voices while dealing 
with chiefly external issues.

Govt, army on same page
Security, economy upfront challenges

Distant world needs to 
know ‘New Pakistan’:
Top Brazilian envoy 
Ambassador His Excellency Claudio Raja 

Gabaglia Lins was upbeat about Pakistan-Brazil 
trade boost . 

“I with my spouse have been to all over Pakistan, 
we always felt at home, have met ordinary people, 
they were very much hospitable and lively. But 
people living in distant world such as Brazil and 
rest of the South America needs to be introduced 
the new look of Pakistan under the new govern-
ment,” says the Ambassador in exclusive interview 
with Melange Media Group. Following is the text 
of question and answer session 

Q: His Excellency you are a seasoned diplomat 
and top envoy of your country here, in Islamabad, 
what are your plans to help promote and enhance 
bilateral trade Brazil and Pakistan?

Ans:  The first natural step for enhancing the 
relationship between two countries, especially 
when they are not neighboring countries, is 
increasing trade. Through trade, people know each 
other, get information and increase their interest in 
the other country. For this reason, my main task 
has been to try to boost the bilateral trade. In this 
sense, one achievement was the recent launching 
 
Continued on Page 4

We pay homage  
to martyrs  

of 1965 War 

Melange Media House

National Day  
of Brazil

We congratulate the Ambassador  
His Excellency  

Claudio Raja Gabaglia Lins and the 
people of Brazil on their National Day.

Melange Media House

September 6
National Defence Day



Heroes of the 1965 war were remembered to celebrate 
Defence Day of Pakistan and four books highlighting the 
heroics of armed forces personnel who sacrificed their 
lives to protect the country.

The extraordinary achievements of Pakistani soldiers in 
the 17-day war with India in 1965 was eulogised in inspira-
tional speeches by guests, sharing memories of war by 
heroes and those who were closely linked with them,

Written by Colonel (r) Azam Qadri, the books revolve 
around the lives of ‘ghazis’ and ‘shaheeds’ of armed forces 
and reflect tremendous research work done by the writer to 
bring forth the hidden inspiring stories of Pakistan’s real 
heroes.

The first book ‘What More Can a Soldier Desire?’ is an 
autobiography of Major Shabbir Sharif Shaheed. The book 
provides an insight into the life of a legendary soldier who 
is the highest decorated officer in the history of Pakistan 
Army. The book mainly consists of the letters written by 
Major Shabbir Sharif to the author.

The book covers Shabbir Sharif’s stature as a human 

being, his day-to-day dealings with his friends, his unwa-
vering spirit and a glimpse into his brave actions. “It is not 
easy to describe a person of Shabir Sharif’s stature and 
also give him due credit. I have, however, made a humble 
attempt to carry out further research and find out more 
about him,” said Colonel (r) Azam Qadri.

The second book was the Urdu translation of Major 
Shabbir Sharif’s autobiography.

The third book by Colonel (r) Azam
Qadri and Group Captain Muhammad Ali titled 

‘Sentinels in the Sky’ covers the life of 100 war heroes of 
Pakistan Air Force. “Finding the heroes, including officers 
about whom even the Air Headquarters had little informa-
tion and data, and going door-to-door for collection of 
memories and information was an uphill task,” said the 
author. “I am sure that through these books, people will get 
to know about these great men, who may have somehow 
got unnoticed.”

The fourth book ‘Heroes of Pakistan: Nishan-e-Haider’ 
was started by the author when he was writing a series of 
articles ‘Heroes of the Pakistan’ for daily newspapers. 
Through this book, the writer has tried to retrace the lives 
of 11 war heroes, who received ‘Nishan-e-Haider’ for lead-
ing their men in exceptional manner.

“The Volume-2 of this book will be about the sacrifices 
of civilian armed forces. I am in the process of collecting 
information for the next volume and have written letters to 
different departments to assist me in getting information,” 
he said. 

“Unfortunately, I have not received any response from 
the relevant departments yet.”

Speakers at the event termed these books a tremendous 
contribution in recording the anecdotes of real heroes of 
the nation and said that it will be a treasure of knowledge 
for generations to come.

After 1965, the country is again united the same way. 
“Public and all stakeholders are with the armed forces in 
elimination of terrorism and corruption in the country.

1965 war heroes 
remembered

ECONOMY MARKETS ROUND UP
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Alibaba is in “advanced stage negotiations” to 
form a joint venture ecommerce company with 
Russian partners, as China’s vision of a “digital silk 
road” across Eurasia takes shape.

Russian officials and other people involved in the 
deal said Alibaba was close to agreeing a partner-
ship with Russian internet company, Mail.ru, and 
the Russian Direct Investment Fund, the sovereign 
wealth fund. The involvement of RDIF indicates the 
level of official backing for the planned venture.

“This is an important investment and it is very 
much part of the digital silk road,” said one Russian 
participant in the planned deal.

Last December, Kirill Dmitriev, RDIF’s head, 
told President Vladimir Putin that the fund planned 
to soon announce “investment in a number of our 

internet platforms with the aim of expanding their 
operations abroad as well as investment with 
Alibaba in internet logistics infrastructure in 
Russia”.

Jack Ma, Alibaba’s executive 
chairman, has visited Russia sev-
eral times in recent years and last 
autumn shared a stage with Mr 
Putin. “We think Alibaba should 
join forces in developing Russia,” 
Mr Ma said at the time.

The size of the planned invest-
ment in the joint venture was una-
vailable, but the project is under-
stood to be ambitious in scale, 
said a Russian official, who 
requested anonymity.

Mail.ru, which controls popular Russian social 
networking sites, including VKontakte, did not 
respond to a request for comment.

Increasing Chinese investment has become a key 
strategic focus for the Kremlin since western sanc-
tions were imposed against Russia in 2014. Moscow 

has been seeking to strengthen its trade relations 
with Beijing and making a geopolitical pivot east.

Alibaba has long seen Russia as a key growth 
market, where major western online retail giants 

have little or no presence. 
Although ecommerce lags 
behind the rest of Europe, ham-
pered by the preponderance of 
cash transactions, there is great 
potential. More than half the 
140m population use the inter-
net daily.

The country is already one of 
the biggest markets for 
AliExpress, Alibaba’s 
cross-border ecommerce busi-

ness, which sells products from China overseas.
Last September, Alibaba launched Tmall, a trad-

ing platform for Russian customers. That came after 
a year of negotiations over a tie-up with state-owned 
Sberbank, the country’s largest lender, collapsed.

The RDIF and Mail.ru tie-up is seen as a replace-
ment for that, delivering a large potential customer 

database and the tacit support of the state.
More broadly, a successful conclusion to the joint 

venture talks would herald progress for China’s goal 
to roll out a digital silk road. This programme, part 
of Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative, envisages 
building telecoms infrastructure to facilitate the 
march of Chinese companies into the ecommerce, 
mobile phone and mobile payments markets over-
seas.

Please use the sharing tools found via the share 
button at the top or side of articles. Copying articles 
to share with others is a breach of FT.com T&Cs and 
Copyright Policy. 

In south Asia and south-east Asia, digital silk 
road investments have been rapid, with Alibaba 
leading the way. In Indonesia, Alibaba has invested 
heavily to boost the growth of country’s two largest 
ecommerce companies, Lazada and Tokopedia, in a 
move driven in part by a desire to steal a march on 
Amazon, the US ecommerce giant.

Ant Financial, an affiliate of Alibaba that provides 
mobile payments, is already deeply embedded in the 
region.

Alibaba close to signing joint venture with Russian partners

By Mehtab ul Haq

The significantly improved 
security situation has helped 
boost annual tourist arrivals in 
Pakistan by 300% since the 
past few years with 1.75 mil-

lion in 2017. There has been a significant increase 
in the annual tourism rate and business travelling 
in Pakistan. Domestic travelers have increased 
30%, according to Pakistan Tourism Development 
Corporation (PTDC) while the top hotel booking 
and e-commerce site in Pakistan, claimed hotel 
bookings increased by 80-90% percent in 2017.

Pakistan has been ranked the world’s top travel 
destination for 2018 by the British Backpacker 
Society, which described Pakistan as “one of the 
friendliest countries on earth, with mountain 
scenery that is beyond anyone’s wildest imagina-
tion”. 

The British Backpacker Society announced the 
results, ranking the world’s top 20 adventure 
travel destinations for 2018, which also includes 
Russia, India, Turkey, Kyrgyzstan and China. 
“Pakistan is the clear winner of the British 
Backpacker Society’s top 20 adventure travel des-
tinations 2018. talking to Gulf News, Samuel 
Joynson and Adam Sloper of the British 
Backpacker Society said the amazing hospitality 
and breathtaking natural beauty of Pakistan won 
their hearts.

In Pakistan, the backpacker duo recommended 
travelling to Hunza Valley, Kaghan Valley and 
climbing the Rakaposhi (7,788m) and Nanga Parbat 
(8,126m) peaks as “the mountain scenery was 

unimaginably beautiful, and we will remember it 
forever.” They cherish Pakistan’s magnificent 
mountains more so because there are no such high 
mountains in Britain. Such descriptions of Pakistan 
as a tourist-friendly country may come as a sur-
prise to many. 

Yet Pakistan, in addition to several ancient his-
torical landmarks, is blessed with one of the most 
amazing landscapes, mountain ranges and valleys 
in the world. Northern Pakistan is home to the 
world’s three famous mountain ranges, the 
Himalayas, the Karakorum and the Hindukush.

The travel and tourism sector contributed 
Rs930.9 billion, that is 2.9 per cent of Pakistan’s 
gross domestic product (GDP), in 2017 and is fore-
cast to rise this year. The direct contribution of 
travel and tourism in Pakistan is forecast to rise by 
5.9 per cent to Rs986 billion in 2018, the World 
Travel and Tourism Council said in its annual 
Economic Impact Report. The contribution pri-
marily reflects the economic activity generated by 
industries such as hotels, travel agents, airlines 
and other passenger transportation services 
(excluding commuter services). But it also 
includes, for example, activities of the restaurant 
and leisure industries directly supported by tour-
ists. The report further noted that the direct con-
tribution of travel and tourism to GDP is expected 
to grow by 5.8 per cent to Rs1,727.7 billion (3.0 per 
cent of GDP) by 2028. The total contribution of 
travel and tourism to GDP, including wider effects 
from investment, the supply chain and induced 
income impacts was Rs2,349 billion in 2017 (7.4 
per cent of GDP) and is expected to grow by 5.8 
per cent to Rs2,486 billion (7.4 per cent of GDP) in 
2018. By 2028, travel and tourism will account for 
2,008,000 jobs directly, it added.

Tourism in Pakistan 

Pakistan has a new government and new face, as well, and the world is 
looking up to it.  Imran Khan as Prime Minister of Pakistan is steering the 
country out from the murky waters. To his good luck he has an army chief 
in the shape of General Qamar Javed Bajwa having no political ambitions 
backing his policies up. A multitude of problems is there but the team with 
Imran Khan is hell bent to take them head on and put an end to masses 
misery which for decades have been denied the basic amenities of life. The 
idea of welfare state has been the key concept in Prime Minister’s Imran 
Khan new vision of Pakistan. Towards this goal he has made it as the top 
priority to weed out corruption from all segments of society and is taking 
strong steps to curb this cancerous menace. Transparency and meritocracy 
have to prevail as against nepotism and maladministration that have 
plagued the governance in the country over the year. Khan has called for 
entire nation to be part of his team to make Pakistan green, clean, and 
strong with heads held high. The briefing at the General Headqauter was 
part of that resolve and the Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa gave 
a detailed outline of problems that Pakistan is currently engulfed in. The 
focus was particularly on the Pakistan and its surroundings with emphasis 
on Afghanistan since peace in Afghanistan is directly related with the 
peace and prosperity of Pakistan. That has been the policy line throughout 
the previous governments as well. The Army Chief and government 
together have expressed a keen resolve in working together and taking 
Pakistan to new heights. The visit of PM Khan with his ministers to the 
GHQ was most important development in this direction of building new 
Pakistan. Thus the masses are getting positive signals and entire world is 
having new look on Pakistan in terms of bilateral trade and also as an 
investment and trade destination with Imran Khan at the helm of the affairs. 
The critics should also not go cynic and let the new set-up perform before 
they criticize. Criticism must be aimed at guiding the policy leaders rather 
than diverting their attention from the true issues such supply of clean 
drinking to each and every Pakistani, to start with.  

Let’s work together for 
New Pakistan

Market Highlights
 
 CURRENT INDEX  41742.24  
  CHANGE   -121.28  
  PERCENT CHANGE  -0.29%  
  HIGH    42006.03  
  LOW    41626.70  
  VOLUME   88,497,880  
  VALUE   5,624,525,243 
 

Currency  Symbol  Buying  Selling  Charts
Australian Dollar  AUD  88.75  95  
   Bahrain Dinar  BHD  326.5  332.5  
   Canadian Dollar  CAD  93.5  99  
   China Yuan  CNY  17.95  18.4  
   Danish Krone  DKK  18.95  19.85  
   Euro  EUR  141.5  147  
   Hong Kong Dollar  HKD  15.6  16.35  
   Indian Rupee  INR  1.69  1.9  
   Japanese Yen  JPY  1.09  1.18  
   Kuwaiti Dinar  KWD  404.5  409  
   Malaysian Ringgit  MYR  29.75  30.8  
   NewZealand $  NZD  81.3  83.4  
   Norwegians Krone  NOK  14.55  15.3  
   Omani Riyal  OMR  318.5  324.5  
   Qatari Riyal  QAR  33.65  34.7  
   Saudi Riyal  SAR  32.3  33.7  
   Singapore Dollar  SGD  88  94.25  
   Swedish Korona  SEK  13.25  14  
   Swiss Franc  CHF  126.2  128.9  
   Thai Bhat  THB  3.65  3.95  
   U.A.E Dirham  AED  33.15  34.5  
   UK Pound Sterling  GBP  157.5  164.5  
   US Dollar  USD  123.5  124.7  
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Pakistan needs $9b 
for running domestic 

economy: Umar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan needs $9 billion to 
the country’s economic affairs, Finance 
Minister Asad Umar told the Senate.

He said Pakistan was facing an adverse eco-
nomic situation because of flawed policies of 
previous governments.

“We are deliberating on (various) options. 
We will map out a plan over the next few days 
and we will share it with the parliament,” the 
finance minister said.

The parliament, he said, would decide whether 
or not the government should approach the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for loans.

He said that a decision in this regard would 
be taken after taking the legislature into confi-
dence.

As the new government grapples with eco-
nomic challenges, reports have emerged that 
the government is set to move the IMF, seeking 
loans for stabilising the national economy.

“The Parliament will be kept in the loop on 
this matter – It will be duly consulted (in this 
regard),” the finance minister told members of 
the Senate.



LONDON (Reuters) - Prime Minister 
Theresa May said she would not allow 
compromises to her Brexit strategy that 
went against the national interest, seek-
ing to allay fears among some in her 
Conservative Party that she will  
cave in to Brussels’ demands in negotia-
tions.

But her words drew scepticism, 
including from the former Brexit negoti-
ator David Davis who said the pledge was 
little reassurance and that he would vote 
against parliament giving May’s exit plan 
its required approval.

With under two months before Britain 
and the European Union want to agree a 
deal to end over 40 years of union, May is 
struggling to sell what she calls her busi-
ness-friendly Brexit to her own party and 
across a divided country.

After an initially sceptical reaction, 
the EU is formulating its response to 
what has become known as the Chequers 
plan, which is designed to protect 
cross-border trade.

Boxed in between a those at home who 
would balk at further concession and an 

EU negotiator demanding more conces-
sion, difficult talks lie ahead, followed by 
a vote in parliament on whatever deal is 
reached.

“I will not be pushed into accepting 

compromises on the Chequers proposals 
that are not in our national interest,” May 
wrote in the Sunday Telegraph newspa-
per. Parliament returns from its summer 
break on Tuesday.

“The coming months will be critical in 
shaping the future of our country and I 
am clear about my mission.”

Both Britain and the EU have stepped 
up contingency planning in case the two 
sides are unable reach a deal in time, set-
ting financial markets on edge and weak-
ening sterling at the prospect of eco-
nomic disruption.

May also said she would not hold a 
second referendum on Britain’s EU 
membership, reiterating a long-held posi-
tion in an attempt to counter increasingly 
vocal campaigning for another public 
vote on the terms of the divorce.

“To ask the question all over again 
would be a gross betrayal of our democ-
racy,” May said.

May’s plan would keep Britain in a 
free-trade zone with the EU for manu-
factured and agricultural goods. But 
some Brexit supporters have said that 
would mean parts of the British econ-
omy would still be subject to rules set in 
Brussels.

Davis, who resigned in protest over the 
Chequers plan after two years as May’s 

chief negotiator, said the proposal was 
“almost worse than being in” the EU, and 
that May could use ‘national interest’ as a 
caveat to justify further concessions.

“You’re not going to turn around said 
to parliament ‘Oh, I agreed this, but that 
wasn’t in the national interest’ are you?” 
he told the BBC.

Trade minister Liam Fox, who also 
campaigned for Brexit but still supports 
May, said it was now up to the EU to 
respond to the British proposal, when 
asked whether he though further compro-
mises would be necessary.

“We have already set out what we 
think is a reasonable position for the 
United Kingdom to have in our future 
trading relationship with Europe,” Fox 
told the BBC.

Any agreement Britain is able to strike 
with EU will need approval from the 
British parliament - presenting a major 
headache for May who runs a minority 
government propped up by a deal with a 
small Northern Irish party and whose 
own Conservative party are deeply 
divided over Brexit.

May stands firm on her Brexit plan, but scepticism persists

WORLD POLITICS

GLOBAL ISSUES

CAIRO: Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi has ratified a law granting authori-
ties the right to monitor social media users 
in the country as part of tightening inter-
net controls, the official gazette said 
Saturday.

Approved by parliament in July, the 
state’s Supreme Council for Media 
Regulations will have the power to place 
people with more than 5,000 followers — on 
social media or with a personal blog or web-
site — under supervision.

The council will be authorised to suspend 
or block any personal account which “pub-
lishes or broadcasts fake news or anything 
(information) inciting violating the law, vio-
lence or hatred”.

The new law is one of a series of meas-
ures that rights groups say are aimed at 
curbing freedom of expression online, with 
the internet one of the last forums for public 

debate over Sisi’s rule.
In August, the president signed off on 

another piece of legislation allowing author-
ities, through a judge, to order the blocking 
of websites that “constitute a threat” to 
Egypt ś national security or economy.

Those who administer or visit such web-
sites, intentionally or “in error without a 
valid reason”, can now face jail time and 
fines.

The authorities have insisted that such 
measures are needed to help tackle instabil-
ity and terrorism in the country.

But domestic and international rights 
activists regularly accuse the government of 
seeking to crush dissent by arresting critics 
and bloggers and blocking news sites.

More than 500 websites have already 
been blocked in Egypt prior to the new law, 
according to the Cairo-based Association of 
Freedom of Thought and Expression.

Egypt president approves 
law clamping down  

on social media

Pope calls for 
safeguarding 

Syrian civilians
VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis on 

Sunday appealed to all parties who 
have influence in Syria to defend 
human rights and safeguard the 
civilian population in the rebel-held 
northern region of Idlib, which faces 
an imminent attack by government 
forces.

After seven years of civil war, the 
Syrian province of Idlib and sur-
rounding areas are the last major 
enclave held by rebels opposed to 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, a 
close Russian ally.

A source has told Reuters Assad is 
preparing a phased offensive to 
regain the province.

“The winds of war are blowing and 
we are receiving troubling news about 
the risk of a possible humanitarian 
catastrophe in Syria, in the province 
of Idlib,” Francis told thousands of 
people gathered in St. Peter’s Square 
for his weekly blessing.

“I renew my heartfelt appeal to the 
international community and all the 
actors involved to use the tools of 
diplomacy, dialogue and negotiation 
to ensure the respect of international 
human rights and to safeguard civil-
ian lives,” he added.

A major offensive in the Idlib area, 
where displaced people already 
make up half the population, risks 
forcing another 700,000 Syrians 
from their homes, the United Nations 
has said.

Syria’s foreign minister said on 
Thursday government forces would 
“go all the way” in Idlib, and that 
Damascus’s main targets were 
al-Nusra militants.

BD batsman Sabbir faces  
6-month ban

DHAKA: Bangladesh cricket authorities on Saturday proposed banning bats-
man Sabbir Rahman from international cricket for six months for multiple disci-
plinary breaches, an official said.

The announcement comes as the batsman, who was recently axed from the 
Bangladesh squad for the Asia Cup this month, completed a six-month ban from 
domestic cricket in June for assaulting a fan during a match.

“We have recommended (a) six-month suspension for Sabbir from interna-
tional cricket,” Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) director Ismail Haider told 
reporters after a disciplinary hearing in Dhaka.

“We will now send the recommendation to our president. Subject to his 
approval, the ban will be effective from tomorrow (September 2),” he said.

Haider said the authorities proposed a ban because of Sabbir ś “overall behav-
iour” after the board received several allegations against him.

The recently concluded domestic ban against the 26-year-old player saw him 
stripped of his national contract and fined two million taka (around $24,000) for 
the offence in December last year.
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Plant for Pakistan 
begins

By Asem Mustafa Awan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan the land of the pure witnessned a new change as 
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Sunday planted a tree to start the nation wide 
campaign. 

Clean and green Pakistan is one of the leading slogan of the new govern-
nment which takes the environment issues seriously.

Plant for Pakistan is part of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)  government’s 
billion tree Tsunami 2018 drive.

About 1.5 million trees will be planted beginning Sunday, with the aim to 
plant 10 billion trees across Pakistan over the course of the next five years. 

The need arise as Pakistan is hit with a draught like situation and if radical 
steps are not taken there will be famine like situation which is witnessed 
each year in the remote areas of Sindh particularly the ‘Thar Desert’.

The purpose of the campaign is to encourage people, communities, organ-
izations, business and industry, civil society and government to collectively 
plant trees.

Prime Minister Imran Khan also planted a sapling in the federal capital.
As a part of the initiative, people will be given free saplings at 190 distri-

bution points across the country.
Climate change is one of the main issues that Prime Minister Imran’s 

government aims to tackle through initiatives like tree plantation.
The country-wide tree plantation drive comes after the PTI-led provincial 

government in Khyber Pukhtunkwa executed a large-scale tree-planting 
project during its previous tenures.

According to experts, Pakistan is facing enormous environmental chal-
lenges.

A survey conducted by the  Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
ahead of the 2018 poll found that respondents prioritized three key environ-
mental issues: rising temperatures, water shortages, and air pollution.

Prime Minister Imran Khan planted a tree at the Punjab Chief 
Minister House ahead of the grand launch of Plant for 

Pakistan campaign across the country.

A high-level South Korean delegation 
will fly to North Korea this week to discuss 
arrangements for an inter-Korean summit 
there this month, as relations grow cooler 
between Washington and Pyongyang.

The South’s President Moon Jae-in 
Sunday named his top security adviser as 
a special envoy to the North to discuss 
details before Moon’s planned meeting in 
Pyongyang with Kim Jong-Un.

Chung Eui-yong, head of the presiden-
tial National Security Office, will lead a 
five-member delegation to the North’s 
capital on Wednesday, Moon’s spokes-
man Kim Eui-kyeom told reporters.

The delegation, which also includes 
South Korea’s spy chief Suh Hoon, will 
fly to Pyongyang via a rare direct route 
across the inter-Korean border for their 
day trip.

It will be Chung’s second visit to the 
North since March, when he headed the 
same five-member team to arrange the 
first summit between Moon and Kim and 

met Kim Jong-Un.
The spokesman said it was unclear 

whether the delegation would meet the 
North’s leader this time around.

Moon and Kim have met face-to-face 
twice now, the first during a historic sum-
mit at the border truce village of 
Panmunjom in April.

 S. Korea team to fly North to 
discuss summit details

 Moon and Kim meet in May at the north side of the border truce 
village of Panmunjo.
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of the Pakistan-Brazil Business 
Forum, with the support of the Federation 
of the Pakistani Chambers of Commerce 
and Industries. We hope that, with more 
trade, we can also boost cultural inter-
changes, touristic approaches and people 
to people connections.

Q: How can you draw advantage or 
help from recently signed Pakistan 
and Brazil Technical Cooperation 
Agreement in achieving goals of giving 
a boost to the bilateral ties mainly the 
trade, research and development 
exchanges.

Ans: The Technical Cooperation 
Agreement is what we call an umbrella 
agreement, which will allow us to pro-
pose bilateral partnerships in many 
areas. With it, we can search for new 
opportunities and build projects in the 
interest of both countries in a horizontal 
relationship, exchanging solutions that 
maybe Brazil has for the Pakistani devel-
opment problems and vice-versa. The 
fields where it can be done are almost all 
the existing governmental activities, but, 
in the case of Brazil, especially in those 
areas where our country is extremely 
efficient, like agriculture, livestock and 
energy.

 
Q:  The earlier discussed agreement 

focuses on areas such as agriculture, 
livestock, health, education and pro-
fessional qualification. What specific 
new initiatives of mutual benefit do you 
have in mind under its purview?

Ans:  We are thinking about trying to 
increase the Pakistani production of eth-
anol, through technology transfer and 
sharing. As you may know Brazil is the 
second largest producer of ethanol in the 
World, and also the most efficient. The 
two countries have much in common in 
this field:  sugarcane production in 
Pakistan is big enough to take advantage 
of the Brazilian technology on ethanol 
production.

Q: Although it looks like remote to 
you, still, if you see any business, 

investment, and/or technological coop-
eration opening in the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor?

Ans: One of the main difficulties in the 
bilateral trade, but also in other areas of 
possible cooperation is the logistics. 
Nowadays, the geographical distance and 
the limitations it imposes still discourage 
some Brazilian and Pakistani investors 
and businessmen. The completion of the 
CPEC will address some of those diffi-
culties, which mean it will help in all 
directions to develop businesses, invest-
ments and technological cooperation. 
Pakistan may become a big regional hub 
and therefore more attractive for 
Brazilian investors.

Q: The newly elected political lead-
ership in Pakistan has stepped in with 
aggressive marketing strategy chiefly 
for foreign investors, do you think new 
government in Islamabad would be 
able to attract Brazilian Investors and 
traders.  

Ans: Certainly, the internal markets of 
Pakistan and Brazil are potentially very 
interesting to each other, considering 

both countries surpassed the mark of 200 
million inhabitants. The Embassy of 
Brazil will be ready to support the 
Pakistani government in any initiative.

Q:  Chief of Staff of the Brazilian 
Armed Forces Admiral Ademir 
Sobrinho recently visited Islamabad. 
How do you look at the role of the 
Pakistan armed forces in curbing ter-
rorist violence, and the future of bilat-
eral ties specifically in security and 
defense?

Ans: The field of Defense one in which 
the relationship between the two  coun-
tries have developed the most in the last 
few years. There is an ongoing exchange 
of Paksitani and Brazilian officers partic-
ipating in courses and activities; there 
are important conversations on trade in 
the Defense market, with prospective 
contracts for sales from Brazil to 
Pakistan and from Pakistan to Brazil. 
The Chief of Staff of the Brazilian Armed 
Forces Admiral Sobrinho has informed 
the Pakistani Armed Forces commanders 
that Brazil will designate a Defense 
Attaché to Pakistan, in the Embassy of 
Brazil in Islamabad. This is a sign that 

Brazil gives full importance to the suc-
cess Pakistan has reached in the Defense 
field, including the sacrifices in the fight 
against terrorism.

Q: Brazil is known as a world leader 
in football and has produced legendary 
soccer players. What are the possibili-
ties of Pakistan getting help from 
Brazil in terms of coaching and other 
support to revitalize the game in 
Pakistan?

Ans: As you may know, Pakistan suc-
ceed in having the first victory in an offi-
cial football math in the Asian Games, 
against Nepal. Professor Nogueira is the 
Brazilian coach to the Pakistan football 
team. Considering the work of Prof. 
Nogueira has started only two months ago, 
I think  the firs good results came very fast. 
It was perhaps a small, but already a 
remarkable result for Pakistan. Footbal 
nowadays is very competitive and it is not 
easy to prevail quickly in this sport. 
Reaching at least one victory in the conti-
nental tournament was a big boost. And we 
need to remember: Pakistan did lose  to 
Japan, but Japan has beaten Colombia in 
the World Cup and was beating the power-
full Belgium till the last minute of the 
game during the tournament. So Pakistan 
lost to a very powerful team .

Q: Capoeira, Brazilian dance, was 
introduced in the recent years in 
Pakistan is there some positive and 
promising feedback so far from the 
Pakistani youth?    

Ans: Capoeira is still small in 
Pakistan, but the number of interested 
youth is increasing. We offer Capoeira 
classes in the Embassy with a qualified 
teacher. Much more than a martial fight, 
Capoeira is a dance and a joy, in a fight 
format. I hope we can have more young 
Pakistani people interested in knowing 
about this Brazilian martial art.

Q: Women entrepreneurs are in a 
minority in Pakistan. Brazil lays 
strong emphasis on women empower-
ment. What potential do you read for 
the two countries working together on 

women emancipation along the multi-
lateral organization and also within 
the scope of bilateral cooperation?

Ans: Brazil is very active in the 
debates on women empowerment in 
International organizations. We have a 
very efficient law against domestic vio-
lence, we have established specialized 
police facilities dedicated to punish the 
violence against women, and like 
Pakistan we have developed quota poli-
cies for women in key areas, such as the 
places for candidates in our elections, in 
which 30%, at least, need to be women. 
We need to progress much more, but 
Brazil has a good mark in this area, con-
sidering all the difficulties Brazilian 
women still have to face with domestic 
violence. I think in our bilateral relation-
ship we can also play a role, especially 
exchanging our important national expe-
riences in this field.

Q: Ambassador you have been in 
Pakistan for last few years. How do you 
find Pakistani people and culture?

Ans: I love Pakistan and me and my 
wife always felt at home, because of the 
warmth of teh Paksiani people. We have 
many friends and have travelled a lot in 
the country. In this sense, Pakistan and 
Brazil are quite similar: in spite of con-
cerns and challenges, we are hospitable, 
friendly and religious peoples. 

Q: During stay here you must have 
been meeting with government as well 
as business circles what are your wor-
thy views on Pakistani governance and 
entrepreneurship?  

Ans: The Pakistani Government has 
always warmly reciprocated our desire of 
increasing the bilateral relationship. 
Pakistani businessmen who deal with 
Brazil are well received and do good 
business, and vice-versa. We have to 
favour more trade missions from both 
sides.  In this sense, the new Government 
in Pakistan can play an important role, 
considering the leadership of the new 
Prime Minister.  Brazil will always have 
open arms to Pakistan.

Distant world needs to know  about ‘New Pakistan’
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PM House luxury 
vehicles to be 

auctioned on 17th

ISLAMABAD: Luxury vehicles of 
Prime Minister house will be auctioned 
on Seventeenth of this Month in 
Islamabad.

The government has decided to go 
ahead with the sale of luxury surplus 
vehicles of the Prime Minister House 
under the austerity drive of the new gov-
ernment.

A list of the luxury vehicles has been 
prepared to be sold during an auction set 
for September 17 at the PM House.

The decision was taken under the 
asuterity drive which was initiated by the 
new government in the country.
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27th last date to 
receive postal 

ballot applications
ISLAMABAD: Election Commission 

of Pakistan (ECP) has fixed twenty sev-
enth of this month as last date to receive 
applications for postal ballot for by-elec-
tions.  

In a notification, the ECP said the 
facility is being extended to persons in 
government service, members of armed 
forces, holders of public offices and their 
spouses and children, physically disabled 
persons, and prison inmates. 

The Commission has also asked 
Presiding Officers, Assistant Presiding 
Officers, Polling Officers and Police per-
sonnel, who are assigned duties at polling 
stations, to apply for postal ballot by 4th 
of next month.

Our homage to martyrs of Sept 65 War
Gen (Retd) Mirza Aslam Beg

OUR valiant officers and men laid 
down their lives defending the country 
and its people against the treacherous 
Indian attack on Pakistan on Sept 06, 
1965. Their sacrifices are example of 
courage, devotion to duty and profession-
alism at its best. It is our bounded duty to 
pay homage to them, by critically exam-
ining the process of planning for the 65 
war, the state of preparedness and its con-
duct to defeat aggression. This study was 
therefore taken-on by our second genera-
tion military leadership, to develop the 
Pakistan Army, into one of the best pro-
fessional armies of the world.
During the early 80s there was a con-
scious realization of the weaknesses of 
the Army, particularly after the 1971 
debacle, and the urgent need to develop it 
on modern lines. Luckily, this was the 
time when higher military education of 
the Armed Forces had developed the new 
military thought, capable of evolving a 

new system of forces to meet the opera-
tional demands of the year 2000 and 
beyond. The full fledged support of the 
Chinese to achieve that goal came as a 
blessing. Thus these two factors helped 
Pakistan Army achieve the development 
goals – a modern army, with 90% self suf-
ficiency and minimum of 40xdays of war 
stamina. 

These were ambitious plans but were 
made easy to achieve with Chinese open-
ended support. I would, therefore briefly 
explain the role of these two creative 
forces of development for transforming 
the land forces into a modern fighting 
force, now acknowledged as one of the 
best in the world. By 1980s, higher mili-
tary education got embedded into all the 
echelons of the military high command. 
The Armed Forces War Course Graduates 
found their place as formation command-
ers, heads of military institutions, senior 
staff officers and directors of arms and 
services and provided the inputs to 
develop a comprehensive agenda to create 
the system of forces to face the challenges 

of future warfare, in an environment of 
multi-dimensional threat. Thus knowl-
edge based approach to our problems, 
helped us to develop plans which were 
implemented with clarity of thought. 

As Chief of General Staff at GHQ, I 
was tasked to search for the new weapons, 
equipment and the much needed technol-
ogy to complete agenda for change. 
Having tried several avenues, we finally 
turned to China, to find very positive 
response from them.

Our first visit to China in early 1982 
was explorative. We carried with us the 
wish list of all that we could purchase 
with US$ 600 allocated funds. We had 
three good meetings in three days and 
were told to visit again, four weeks later 
for the finalization of the proceedings. We 
were back to China the following month 
to a warm welcome and to a conference 
room where I found several elderly 
Chinese in civvies, waiting for us. I 
couldn’t help ask my host: “I hope you 
haven’t brought me to a wrong place?” 
“No, not at-all, you are here to meet the 

heads of our Defense Industries. They 
will tell you right now, what they have, 
and how soon they can meet your 
demand.”

We felt assured, and got down to dis-
cuss the matter. It took us hardly an hour 
to go through the list we had submitted 
during our previous visit. 

They agreed to all our demands. I 
thanked them and before I could wind-up 
the meeting my host asked me: “Is that all 
that you needed?” I said, “No. Not exactly, 
because, we have to remain within the 
limits of the allocated funds.” 

He said: “I understand that, but let us 
have a look at your full list.” I took out the 
list and discussed with them item by item. 
There was “Yes nod” almost to every item 
and when we notched the tally, it came to 
the staggering figure of US$ 1.7 billion. I 
asked, “How do we pay for it?” They said, 
“No worry, pay as it suits you, in the next 
twenty five years, at a nominal Mark-up.”

We felt elated and returned to Pakistan 
to narrate the success story to our Chief 
and the colleagues.

RAWALPINDI: Director General of 
Inter-Services Public Relations , Major 
General Asif Ghafoor has thanked 
Pakistani media for highlighting the sac-
rifices of martyrs for the sake of the 
motherland.

In a tweet message, the DG ISPR 
while hailing the Pakistani media said 
that it had played a key role in informing 
the nation.

The DG ISPR also shared a video on 
his official twitter handle ahead of 
Pakistan’s Defence Day in which promi-
nent anchorpersons can be seen paying 
tribute to martyrs and expressing love 
for the country.

In the background of the video, a song 
filled with gusto and patriotism can also 
be heard.

Earlier on August 31, ISPR released a 
new video ahead of Pakistan’s Defence 

Day to commemorate the services of 
those who sacrificed their lives to shield 

the country.
The blurb was shared on the official 

Twitter handle of DG ISPR Major 
General Asif Ghafoor who paid acco-
lades to the martyrs of the country term-
ing them ‘the nation’s pride’, before the 
country observes the Defence and 
Martyrs Day on September 6th, 2018.

The promo shows combined footage 
of the country’s all forces putting their 
lives on the line to protect the nation 
whereas, in the background, a song filled 
with gusto and patriotism can be heard.

Earlier this week, Major General 
Ghafoor had revealed amidst a confer-
ence that the country’s martyrs will be 
honored on the Defence and Martyrs Day 
adding that “Every martyr of our nation 
should be visible on [September 6].”

Defence Day: DG ISPR lauds media’s role


