
ISLAMABAD: Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on 
Wednesday scrutinised and 
approved the nomination papers of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s Dr Arif 
Alvi, Pakistan Peoples Party’s (PPP) 
Aitzaz Ahsan and Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maulana 
Fazlur Rahman for the presidential 
election.

CEC Justice Sardar Muhammad 
Raza Khan scrutinised the nomi-
nation papers after the three presi-
dential candidates appeared before 
the commission along with their 
proposers and seconders. 

The opposition remains divided 
over fielding a consensus candi-
date as PPP has decided that it 
would not withdraw its presiden-
tial candidate Ahsan.

Meanwhile, the other opposition 
parties have fielded the JUI-F chief 
as their presidential candidate.

Zardari said the JUI-F leader 
was a respected figure for them, 
but they had to make a “political 
decision.”

Alvi, Aiatzaz 
Fazl’s papers 

accepeted

Tens of spies working  
in state bodies  
arrested: Iran

TEHRAN (Iran): Security forces in Iran have 
arrested tens of spies working in state bodies, 
Intelligence Minister said on Tuesday, at a time of 
rising tensions between Iran and the West following 
the reimposition of U.S. sanctions on Tehran.

Mahmoud Alavi did not say when the arrests took 
place or which countries the spies allegedly were 
working for, but indicated that many of the detainees 
were dual nationals.

“I have repeatedly asked people to inform us if 
they know any dual national. The intelligence minis-
try’s anti-espionage unit has successfully identified 
and arrested tens of spies in different governmental 
bodies,” Alavi was quoted as saying by the semi-of-
ficial news agency ISNA on Tuesday.

The arrest of dual nationals has increased since 
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
said there had been “infiltration” of Western agents 
in Iranian decision-making bodies.

Reuters reported in 2017 that Iran’s elite 
Revolutionary Guards had arrested at least 30 dual 
nationals in recent years, mostly on espionage 
charges. Tension between Tehran and some Western 
countries has risen since May when U.S. President 
Donald Trump withdrew from an international 
nuclear deal with Tehran and reimposed some of the 
U.S. sanctions that had been lifted after the 2015 
accord in return for restrictions on the Iranian 
nuclear program.

Iran does not recognize dual nationality and does 
not routinely announce arrests or charges of dual 
nationals, whose rights to consular assistance are 
enshrined in the U.N. Vienna Convention. Alavi also 
said “you have recently heard that we brought under 
our control a member of a cabinet of a powerful 
country”, without specifying which country.

SC directs Zardari, Musharraf 
to submit detailed affidavits

ISLAMABAD: SC Directs 
Zardari, Musharraf To Submit 
Detailed AffidavitsIslamabad 
(August 29, 2018): The Top Court of 
Pakistan has sought a 10-year record 
of the assets and foreign and local 
bank accounts owned by former 
presidents Pervez Musharraf and 
Asif Ali Zardari after rejecting affi-
davit of PPP Co-Chairman.

A three-member bench headed by 
Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice 
Mian Saqib Nisar heard the case 
related to National Reconciliation 
Ordinance (NRO), passed by 
Musharraf in 2007.As the hearing 
went underway, the bench sought 
details of assets owned by Musharraf 
in Pakistan. 

The former military ruler’s coun-
sel in response said, “Nothing has 
been hidden from the court.”In 
response to Musharraf’s counsel, the 
chief justice remarked that the court 
won’t allow him to conceal any 
information.

“Musharraf should also submit 
asset details of his wife within 10 

days,” Justice Nisar said.
“I’ve heard that Musharraf 

received gifts from Saudi Arabia,” 
he added.The former military ruler’s 
counsel informed the bench,

“My client has 92,000 Dirhams in 
one bank account and he owns three 
cars, including a Jeep and a 
Mercedes.

”Justice Nisar then questioned if 
Musharraf could buy a flat from the 
salary he drew during his working 

days. 
“Ask him to appear before the 

court and clarify,” the chief justice 
said.Musharraf’s counsel, however, 
said, “My client bought foreign 
assets after his presidency.”

To this, the chief justice ques-
tioned, “Do lecturers get paid this 
much? May be I should also give lec-
tures after retirement.”

Further, the court expressed 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on Wednesday said 
elimination of corruption and 
accountability of all corrupt ele-
ments without discrimination is the 
top priority of the Government. 

He was talking to Chairman 
National Accountability Bureau 
retired Justice Javed Iqbal in 
Islamabad on today, who called him 
on at PM Office. The Prime Minister 
said the Government would extend 
support for the strengthening of the 
Bureau and boosting its perfor-
mance.

He expressed satisfaction over 
recent performance of NAB. On the 
occasion, Chairman NAB Justice 
Retired Javed Iqbal congratulated 
Prime Minister Imran Khan over 
assuming charge of his office.
Meanwhile, Former Managing 
Director PTV Yousaf Baig Mirza 
called on Prime Minister Imran 
Khan in Islamabad on Wednesday.
During the meeting, issues relating 
to media were discussed.

Earlier on August 27, Chief 
Justice Saqib Nisar met National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
Chairman retired Justice Javed Iqbal 
and directed him to maintain the 
secrecy of individual during the 
investigation of corruption.

He made instructions during his 
meeting with National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
Chairman retired Justice Javed Iqbal 

to discuss the bureau’s practice of 
leaking information of people facing 
NAB inquiries to the media.

The chief justice asked the NAB 
chairman that till the filing of refer-
ence against any individual, “NAB 
should maintain secrecy so that no 
embarrassment is caused to anyone”, 
read a statement issued by the apex 
court.Earlier this month, the 
Supreme Court took exception to the 

NAB’s practice of leaking informa-
tion of people facing inquiries, lead-
ing to their character assassination 
without any charge being proved 
against them.

During a suo motu hearing 
regarding a matter related to exces-
sive salaries of chief executive 
officers (CEOs) and others working 
in the public sector companies in 
Punjab, the chief justice had 
observed that the proceedings of the 
bureau were privileged in nature and 
could not be disclosed to the media 
officially.“People summoned by the 
NAB come to know about those 
summons through media in most of 
the cases,” the chief justice had said 
and added, “We cannot allow this 
kind of accountability.” 

Justice Nisar said the court had 
proof that the bureau treated people 
unjustly without possessing any evi-
dence against them.  He observed 
that this practice of the anti-corrup-
tion watchdog would discourage for-
eign investors.

Govt backs accountability  
drive PM tells NAB chief

Myanmar military responsible 
for Rohingya abuses: US

The United States has called for Myanmar mil-
itary leaders accused of orchestrating the repres-
sion of the country’s Rohingya minority, to be 
brought before international justice.

The United States ambassador to the United 
Nations, Nikki Haley said we must hold those 
responsible for the violence to account. Millions 
of the Rohengia Muslims were displaced and mas-
sacered in the largest genocide of the history. 

Trump accuses Google of rigged 
search results about him

President Donald Trump is accusing Google 
and other U.S. tech companies of rigging search 
results about him “so that almost all stories & 
news is BAD.” A top adviser says the White House 
is “taking a look” at whether Google should face 
federal regulation even though Trump is offering 
no evidence of such bias. Google is pushing back 
sharply, saying, “We never rank search results to 
manipulate political sentiment.”

Quake hits New Caledonia, small 
tsunami waves generated

A powerful undersea earthquake measuring a 
magnitude 7.1 struck near New Caledonia in the 
South Pacific on Wednesday, creating small tsu-
nami waves, the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center 
said.

The quake struck at a shallow depth of 10 km 
(six miles) some 372 km (230 miles) east of the 
New Caledonian capital Noumea. It was initially 
reported as magnitude 7.

French and British fishing fleets have 
come to blows over when they can  

catch scallops.
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Govt sees no big risk in 
Turkish economy, financial 

system: Albayrak

ANKARA: Turkish Finance Minister Berat 
Albayrak says we do not see a big risk about 
Turkey’s economy or financial system.

According to a Turkish daily Hurriyet, Turkish 
Finance Minister said he does not see a big risk 
because Turkey’s net public debt and household 
debt are very low and its financial system is very 
strong.

At least eight people have been killed 
and 12 wounded in a suicide car bomb 
attack on a security checkpoint in Iraq’s 

Anbar province.

ISLAMABAD: The Senate was informed today 
that entertainment and the film industry will be 
given priority by the information ministry as per 
the new policy.

Information Minister Fawad Chaudhary told 
the house during question hour that the previous 
government used massive amount on advertise-
ment for self-projection and its publicity.

The previous government in the center spent 
seventeen billion rupees on ads and if the amount 
spent by the Punjab government is also accumu-
lated then that figures reach forty billion rupees.

He said Prime Minister Imran Khan has given 
clear instructions that no amount will be spent for 
self-projection or the publicity of the government.

Adviser on Parliamentary Affairs Babar Awan 
said the present government will speed up the pro-
cess of reforms in seminaries. He said this will 
help bring the seminary students in the national 

mainstream and also create job opportunities for 
them. He said that six hundred and eighty-nine 
(689) seminaries have been registered in FATA 
while in the rest of the country 176 seminaries 
have so far been registered.

Minister for Railways Sheikh Rashid told the 
House that the deficit of Pakistan Railways was 
over thirty billion rupees in 2013 while it rose to 
about forty-one billion rupees in 2018. He said that 
a proposal regarding leasing out the land of 
Pakistan Railways will be presented in the cabinet 
meeting.

The Chair admitted for discussion an adjourn-
ment motion regarding excessive use and sale of 
antibiotics. It was moved by Mian Muhammad 
Ateeq Shaikh.Due to lack of quorum, the House 
was adjourned to meet again tomorrow at 11 in the 
morning.

‘Rs 40bn were spent on advertisements’
Senate Session

Continued on Page 3



Wajid Shamsul Hasan

Kuldip Nayar Sahib’s ageless passion made him 
seem immortal. He was an inspiration to everyone. 
However, his contemporary Khushwant Sindh was 
much more colourful. Kuldip Nayar on the other hand, 
was more political and more scholarly. Both of them 
died leaving behind a massive, multi-ethnic, multi-reli-
gious and multicultural following, that continues to 
mourn them today.

If one talks about individuals who have fought for 
the freedom of press, one finds Kuldip Nayar standing 
the tallest among all the towering personalities who 
struggled for freedom of speech during Indira Gandhi’s 
Emergency. He was not just a revered journalist and 
prolific media magnate, but a committed soldier of 
peace and free expression. He continued to desire 
peace between India and Pakistan until he died, as he 
wanted to travel back to Sialkot — his place of birth 
— and rebuild the house where he was born.

Kuldip Nayar Sahib’s love for Pakistan frequently 
brought him here. He had an army of Pakistani friends. 
As a matter of fact, he started his journalism career at 
the Urdu Daily Anjam, belonging to the late Usman 
Azad in Delhi. Anjam continued its publication in 
Karachi for many years after partition. However, it 
could not keep pace with its main competitors in 
Pakistan for very long.

After having started his career in Urdu journalism, 
Kuldip Sahib switched over to English to serve as edi-
tor of several newspapers, including Indian Express 
and The Statesman. During Mrs Gandhi’s Emergency 
he was incarcerated. When democracy returned, he 
was sent as India’s High Commissioner to the Court of 
St James. However, his tenure only lasted a 100 days. 
Later he also served as a member of the Rajya Sabha 
(Upper House).

Nayar sahib was in the entourage of Indian Prime 
Minister (PM) Lal Bahadur Shastri in Tashkent, where 

he was meeting President Ayub Khan following the 
1965 war to negotiate the historic Tashkent Declaration 
under the aegis of the erstwhile Soviet Union.

Nayar sahib was known for his media scoops. It was 
soon after midnight on January 11, 1966 when most 
newspapers in India and Pakistan had gone to bed with 
front page headlines on the Tashkent Declaration when 
Nayar sahib broke the news of Indian PM Lal Bahadur 
Shastri’s death following his severe heart attack. He 
phoned in the breaking story to the United News of 
India. At first nobody believed him.

Nayar sahib narrates in his 2012 autobiography 
Beyond the Lines how India reacted to his story with 
utter disbelief.”Surinder Dhingra on late night duty 
received the call. I told him to send the flash ‘Shastri 
dead’. Dhingra began laughing and told me that I must 
be joking because he had just cleared Shastri’s speech at 
the evening function”, the book reads. He goes on to say 
“I told him not to waste time and send the flash immedi-
ately. He still did not believe me and I was obliged to 
resort to some harsh words in Punjabi to get him to act.” 
Nayar also narrates how he learnt about Shastri’s 
demise.”I got up abruptly to a knock on my door. A lady 
in the corridor told me, ‘Your prime minister is dying’. 
I hurriedly dressed and drove with an Indian official to 
Shastri’s dacha which was some distance away”. In the 
book, Nayar says that the then Pakistani President 
General Ayub Khan was “genuinely grieved” by 
Shastri’s death. “He came to Shastri’s dacha and said, 
looking toward me: ‘Here is a man of peace who gave 
his life for amity between India and Pakistan’”.

Nayar Sahib’s other important scoop came ten years 
later in which he outwitted his friend, General Zia-ul-
Haq over an interview with Pakistani nuclear scientist 
Abdul Qadeer Khan, where it was revealed that 
Pakistan had a nuclear device. Zia deliberately allowed 
him access to AQK, knowing well that Dr Sahib would 
not miss an opportunity to scare the Indians. 

–Courtsey DT

When Kuldip Nayar  
outwitted Zia

ECONOMY MARKETS ROUND UP

EDITORIAL & OPINION

PESHAWAR -- Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) Province, with support from Japan 
and the United Nations (UN), is set to 
inaugurate a woman-only bus service in 
Mardan and Abbottabad districts.

The Pink Bus Service will allow 
women to travel alone, in a step away from 
social norms that expect male family 
members to accompany women in public. 
They also protect women from aggressive 
male passengers on conventional buses.

The brightly coloured buses will not 
only provide women a more secure and 
comfortable mode of transportation but 
give them a family-like and affordable 
traveling experience.

The service is expected to spread 
gradually throughout KP.

Japan donated 14 buses worth Rs. 100 
million ($815,000) as part of its general 

assistance to the UN Office for Project 
Services (UNOPS) for the pilot phase of 
the project in Mardan and Abbottabad.

Pakistani officials formally accepted 
the vehicles May 11. They will begin 
operating by the end of August or early 
September. They have comfortable seats, 
air conditioning and automatic doors.

In addition to the buses, UNOPS is 
facilitating the construction of 15 bus 
stops equipped with solar panels and 
lights in each district.

The service is part of an agreement 
inked between Japan and UNOPS and 
the KP Transport Department in 2016. 
Children, including boys below 12 years 
of age, may ride in the buses.

TransPeshawar, which was set up to 
operate the Peshawar Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) service, will operate the pink 

buses. Test runs have already taken place 
in Peshawar.

Pakistani women, especially those liv-
ing in KP, are praising the government’s 
new initiative.

“I think it is a great idea to have buses 
for ladies -- they will feel secure and can 
travel without fear of being molested,” 
Rabia Khan, a bank employee who com-
mutes daily between her office and home 
in Abbottabad, told Pakistan Forward.

“[The service is] a good start to allow 
women to feel safe, no matter where they 
are or what they are doing. But it must be 
extended to other cities, including all of 
KP and its rural areas,” she said.

It was a pleasant surprise to see some-
thing good happening for women in KP 
and the provincial government deserves 
praise, Hira Shah, a Peshawar-based 

journalist with SAMAA TV, told 
Pakistan Forward.

“Women face harassment on public 
transport, so this is a very good step to 
make transportation easier and more 
secure for women,” she said.

The Pink Bus Service for ladies is a 
good move by the government, agreed 

Peshawar housewife Begum Asif.
“Earlier we travelled in local buses with 

men, and most of the time males would 
occupy the seats reserved for females,” 
she told Pakistan Forward. “The separate 
bus service for the female is a very good 
initiative -- we will be able to travel with-
out any fear or reservations.”

Pink buses to offer women safe public transportation in KP

 
Please use the sharing tools found via the share but-
ton at the top or side of articles. Copying articles to 
share with others is a breach of FT.com T&Cs and 
Copyright Policy. Email licensing@ft.com to buy 
additional rights. Subscribers may share up to 10 or 
20 articles per month using the gift article service.  
Donald Trump’s deal with Mexico to revamp Nafta 
has opened a new rift with Congress over trade 
after senior lawmakers reacted sceptically to parts 
of the agreement and urged the US administration 
to drop its threat to leave Canada out of the pact.

The scuffles between the White House and 
Capitol Hill came as Chrystia Freeland, Canada’s 
foreign minister, flew to Washington from Europe 
for high-stakes talks to see if a trilateral deal could 
be rescued in the coming days.

“We will . . . stand up for the Canadian national 
interest, and for Canadian values, while looking for 
areas where we can find a compromise,” Ms 
Freeland said after a first meeting with Robert 
Lighthizer, the US trade representative on Tuesday 
evening.

“This is going to be a full-steam ahead effort,” 
she added. The talks were scheduled to resume on 
Wednesday morning. 

On Monday, Mr Trump had invited Canada to 
rejoin the talks but warned that the US was pre-
pared to plough ahead with a bilateral deal with 
Mexico, ending the three-country structure of 
Nafta, if Ottawa did not sign on quickly. 

US lawmakers, particularly free trade 
Republicans with close ties to US business groups, 

have not only objected to the substance of the deal 
reached with Mexico, fearing it might restrict trade 
compared with the status quo, but also balked at the 
possibility that Canada might be excluded.  
 In a statement on Tuesday, Pat Toomey, the 
Republican senator from Pennsylvania, warned 
that the Trump administration would not be able to 
use expedited procedures to get congressional 
approval for a bilateral deal with Mexico. 

“The administration . . . must reach an agreement 
with Canada. Nafta was a tri-party agreement,” Mr 
Toomey said.

Mr Toomey said he had “serious concerns” 
about provisions requiring that a certain share of 
Mexican cars exported to the US be produced by 
workers earning more than $16 an hour, the “sun-
set” provision giving the deal a 16-year lifespan 
and the limiting of investor dispute settlement 

mechanisms.
The pushback from Congress triggered a 

mid-morning Twitter post from Mr Trump.
“I smile at Senators and others talking about 

how good free trade is for the US. What they don’t 
say is that we lose Jobs and over 800 Billion Dollars 
a year on really dumb Trade Deals . . . and these 
same countries Tariff us to death,” the president 
wrote.

Please use the sharing tools found via the share 
button at the top or side of articles. Copying articles 
to share with others is a breach of FT.com T&Cs 
and Copyright Policy. Email licensing@ft.com to 
buy additional rights. Subscribers may share up to 
10 or 20 articles per month using the gift article 
service. 

Ben Sasse, the Republican senator from 
Nebraska, who said there was “reason to worry” 
that the deal with Mexico was “a step backward 
from Nafta for American families”, quickly fired 
back at the US president. “This is simply wrong. 
Trade creates American jobs, period. This is basic 
economics, and actual American experience for 
the last 75 years,” he said in a statement.

Members of Congress have also been frustrated 
by the lack of details on the agreement, since USTR 
did not formally consult lawmakers on its contents. 

In the Oval Office on Monday, Mr Trump had 
been flippant about Canada’s return to the fold. 

“If they’d like to negotiate fairly, we’ll do that,” 
he said, with the cameras rolling. “With Canada, 
frankly, the easiest thing we can do is to [impose a] 
tariff [on] their cars coming in,” he quipped. 

Canada seeks deal as Republicans  
warn Trump on Nafta

Pakistan’s border with Afghanistan with its numerous unmanned crossing points has 
been a smuggler’s haven-perhaps never more so than during the period of Taliban rule 
when civilian administrators of border controls were informally advised not to be too 
stringent in their inspection of cross border trafficking. Our border crossings at Torkham 
and Chaman became dens of corruption with anecdotal stories of the distribution of the 
chai pani collections between border officials being made in rooms where the floor was 
covered with banknotes. Even if these accounts are exaggerated there is no doubt that 
their impact on the integrity of our civil service has been enormous.The decimation of 
the Maliks in the tribal areas and the ascendance of the Mullah in the social hierarchy of 
the tribal areas during the period of insurgent control started perhaps in the Zia era but 
grew to full strength when the region served as the staging area for the Taliban. This was 
one of the major deleterious consequences of our involvement in Afghanistan. It will 
take many years and large financial and administrative investments to correct. It will 
take recognition of protests such as the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement as not necessarily 
anti-patriotic, rather a genuine reflection of the difficulties faced by the residents of the 
tribal areas. Has this cataloguing of losses failed to take account of “machinations by 
adversaries”? perhaps, but policy makers must know that any vulnerability they create 
will be exploited by their adversaries. Has this account of losses exaggerated the magni-
tude of the losses? Again, perhaps — but where our social indicators now stand, and 
where we stand in this regard even in this poverty stricken SAARC region would suggest 
otherwise. What directions should our foreign policy take as Prime Minister Imran Khan 
pursues the quest for a naya Pakistan? My suggestions for what they are worth will be the 
subject of my last article for this series. During the Soviet occupation, the Mujahedeen 
did not control cities but they did in the countryside encourage the cultivation of opium 
and benefitted from the tax they imposed and from marketing the drug. Pakistan became 
a conduit and as a logical consequence also the user of opium. Before the jihad we had 
30,000 registered addicts whose needs were met by officially sanctioned opium shops. By 
the time the Soviets withdrew we had a proliferation of opium dens all over Pakistan 
laying the foundation for the multiplication of users and traffickers today, as the opium 
harvest in Afghanistan has grown to 9000 tons in 2017. The partly American-financed 
Anti Narcotic force I believe has some good estimates on the volume of opium trafficking 
and the growth of opium addicts in Pakistan which may turn out to be comparable to 
Afghanistan where more than 3 million — a million of them women — constituting 12 
percent of the population are now addicts.

US-Pakistan ties critical to 
Naya Pakistan drive
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Observers say the new service is a great initiative and will protect working 
women and female students who often endure sexual harassment on buses
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Russian leader Vladimir Putin has sof-
tened planned pension changes following 
angry protests and a slump in his approval 
rating.

He said the retirement age for women 
would be increased from 55 to 60 instead 
of to 63. But a five-year increase for men, 
to 65, would stay.

In a rare TV address, Mr Putin said the 
country’s working-age population was 
shrinking, making change essential.

Unions have warned that many will not 
live long enough to claim a pension.

Russian men have a life expectancy of 
66 while for women it is 77, the World 
Health Organization says.

The issue has seen support for Mr Putin 
fall to 64% from 80%, according to 
VTsIOM state pollster.

Mr Putin said the move to raise the 
retirement age for men and women had 
been delayed for years and risked causing 
inflation and increasing poverty.

Postponing it further would threaten the 
stability and security of Russian society, 
he said.

“Any further delay would be irresponsi-
ble,” he said.

“Our decisions should be just and 
well-balanced,” he added.

Until his TV address he had attempted 
to distance himself from the row, and had 
in the past promised that the pension age 
would never be raised on his watch.

Under the new plan, to be implemented 
from 2019, the retirement age for men will 
be increased gradually from 60 to 65.

Before Mr Putin’s intervention women 

were to have to work another eight years 
from 55 to 63 - their planned retirement 
age has now been reduced to 60.

Mr Putin said that Russia “cherished 
women”.

“Women not only work but they also 
take care of the house and children and 
grandchildren. Their retirement age 
should not increase by more than that of 
men,” he said.

Women with three or more children 
could retire earlier, he added.

Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev has 
previously said the decision was motivated 
by the fact that Russians are living longer 
and leading more active lives.

He said there were 12 million working 
pensioners in Russia, equal to nearly a 
quarter of all pensioners.

Putin softens pension reforms  
after outcry
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 800 police officers sacked in KP for 
corruption and abuse of power

PESHAWAR -- Police from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) have sacked more 
than 800 of their own officers since 2014 for corruption and abuse of power.

The number of KP Police officers punished in some way for corruption and 
abuse of power in that period, including those who lost their jobs, totals about 
6,000, Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Peshawar Qazi Jamil ur Rehman told 
Pakistan Forward in an exclusive interview. The bulk of these actions have taken 
place in KP’s capital, Peshawar.

“All the officers, especially the station house officers (SHOs), have been clearly 
informed that [we will take] the strictest actions if they are found involved in 
corruption or misuse of power,” said Rehman, who became CCPO April 19.

He added that he plans to appoint a chief of internal affairs, known as a mohar-
rar, at each police station by conducting a competitive merit exam.

“In the next phase, we plan to appoint SHOs through these kind of exams to 
provide an opportunity to those who think they are ignored despite their talents,” 
he added.

His plans are to further improve the intelligence and investigative capabilities 
of the Peshawar police, he explained, citing the need to investigate cases properly 
and to prevent attacks.

“We want to provide relief to [civilians] by... providing them easy access to any 
police official, involving them in alternative dispute resolution mechanisms and 
ensuring they’re respected at check-posts and police stations,” said Rehman.

 LONDON — Pro-EU Conservative 
MPs believe the party is being deliberately 
infiltrated by UKIP activists as part of a 
plot to overthrow Theresa May and install a 
hardline Brexiteer leader as UK prime 
minister.

Conservative MPs Stephen Hammond, 
Dominic Grieve, Anna Soubry, Nicky 
Morgan and Sarah Wollaston have all 
reported a big influx of new members in 
recent weeks, with their local constituency 
membership growing by as much as 30%, 
according to the Times.

The influx follows a recent call by Brexit-
backing financier Arron Banks for UKIP 
activists to flood the Conservatives in order 
to overthrow ‘extreme Remain’ MPs and 
replace May with a more hardline Brexit 
supporter such as Boris Johnson or Jacob 
Rees-Mogg.

One Conservative MP called for a freeze 
on new members in order to put a halt to the 
wave of entryists joining the party.

“We are on a membership drive at the 
same time as the likes of Banks are urging 
members of Ukip and other hard Brexiteers 
to join our party to topple the leader and 
destroy government policy,” Anna Soubry 
told the paper.

“I’ve called on the party chairman to end 

the membership drive until we can be confi-
dent we are not being infiltrated by people 
who are not Conservatives.”

Banks, who was one of the main funders 
of the campaign for Brexit,  wrote  this week 
that he was encouraging UKIP activists to 
target extreme ‘remain’ MPs within the 
Conservatives.

“The best way to secure Brexit and our 
country’s future is via the Conservative 
Party,” he wrote.

“It is in government and, for now, calls 
the shots. To that end I am urging the 90,000 
members of my Brexit campaign Leave.EU, 
and the 1.4m who follow us on social media, 
to join the Conservatives and have a say.”

An application by Banks and his col-
league Andy Wigmore to join the 
Conservatives was recently rejected by the 
party.

Asked during a visit to South Africa on 
Tuesday whether she would fight a leader-
ship challenge against Johnson, Theresa 
May replied that “I’m in this for the long 
term.”

Conservative supporters of Johnson have 
called for a change to party leadership rules 
which make it difficult for Johnson to get 
into the final two in any future leadership 
challenge.

Conservative MPs believe 
UKIP entryists are in a plot 
to overthrow Theresa May
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US to maintain 
presence in 
South Asia: 

Gen. Dunford
WASHINGTON:US Joint Chiefs 

of Staff Chairman General Joseph F. 
Dunford said on Tuesday that the 
United States has permanent interest 
in South Asia and will maintain its 
presence to have influence in that 
region.

“We have permanent interests in 
South Asia, diplomatic interests and 
security interests. And we’re going 
to maintain a presence to have influ-
ence in that region. 

The diplomatic presence, the 
security presence, and the form of 
that presence is going to change over 
time,” he said while speaking at a 
press briefing at the Pentagon with 
Secretary of Defense James N. 
Mattis.

Gen. Dunford said that at one 
point, the United States had over a 
hundred thousand U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan as compared to 14,000 
at present, adding there would be a 
permanent diplomatic mission in 
Afghanistan.

“There ‘ll be permanent diplo-
matic presence across South Asia, 
but I certainly don’t expect that the 
current forces that we have in 
Afghanistan represents an enduring 
large military commitment,” he 
added.

US Secretary of States, Mattis, 
said that the United States would 
continue to work in South and 
informed that the UAE and Qatar 
have now joined the NATO-led cam-
paign in Afghanistan as partner 
nations. 

He also stated that 32 of the 39 
nations which have already commit-
ted forces to the mission agreed to 
either increase or sustain the current 
force levels in Afghanistan through 
2019.

Replying to a question, Secretary 
Mattis said that the US was fully 
supporting Afghan-led and Afghan-
owned reconciliation efforts, and 
hard fighting is going on to convince 
the Taliban they must negotiate.

A Tamil Tiger flag tied to a telegraph pole. Between 80,000 and 100,000 people died in the conflict.

SC directs Zardari, Musharraf to 
submit detailed affidavits

Continued from Page 1

a lack of confidence in the affidavit submitted by former president Zardari and 
sought his asset details from 2007 onwards. Zardari’s counsel Farooq Naik told 
the court, “My client served a nine-year sentence and nothing was proven against 
him.”Justice Nisar then questioned the former president’s counsel, “Did Zardari 
have an account in Switzerland? Or was the account in former prime minister 
Benazir Bhutto or their children’s names?”The chief justice further asked that 
Zardari in his affidavit state whether he formed a trust or not.The court then 
ordered that a 10-year record of Zardari and Musharraf’s assets and foreign and 
local bank accounts be submitted.

The bench directed that the former presidents submit detailed affidavits within 
15 days. 

During the hearing a day earlier, Zardari submitted an affidavit before the 
Supreme Court stating that he does not own any property abroad.

Earlier on August 28, Former President and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 
co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari submitted an assurance that he had no property or 
bank accounts outside of Pakistan.Farooq H Naek submitted the one-page affida-
vit on behalf of the former president to the Supreme Court in a case pertaining to 
the National Reconciliation Ordinance. 

The Case: Nominating Musharraf, Zardari and Qayyum as respondents, peti-
tioner Feroz Shah Gilani had requested the court in April to order recovery of 
‘huge amounts of public money’ misappropriated and wasted by them through 
unlawful means ‘already on record in different judgments of the Supreme Court 
and high court’.

He had contended that Musharraf subverted the Constitution by declaring 
emergency followed by the promulgation of the NRO, through which criminal and 
corruption cases against politicians, including Zardari, were “arbitrarily with-
drawn”.Related News:Apex Court To Hear NRO Case TodayZardari Denies 
Foreign Property, Bank Accounts In NRO CaseSpread the loveabbtakk Abbtakk 
english Abbtakk News Abbtakk Pakistan Affidavits Asif Zardari English English 
News Musharraf To Submit Detailed Affidavits NRO Case Pervez Musharraf SC 
Directs Zardari withing 15 days.

SC urged to end 
horrendous suffering 
of Rohingya Muslims

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 29 (APP):UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
Tuesday called for accountability for the “horrendous persecution” of Rohingya 
Muslims in Myanmar, describing it as “one of the world’s worst humanitarian 
and human rights crises.

A UN report, released in Geneva on Monday, contains accusations of murder, 
imprisonment and violence against the Rohingyas, carried out by the Myanmar 
military, known as the Tatmadaw, under the guise of a crackdown on terrorists, 
and against a backdrop of impunity that effectively placed military leaders above 
the law.

“I believe this report’s findings and recommendations deserve serious consid-
eration by all relevant United Nations bodies,” Gueterres said at a meeting of the 
UN Security Council. “Effective international cooperation will be critical to 
ensuring that accountability mechanisms are credible, transparent, impartial, 
independent and comply with Myanmar’s obligations under international law.”

The UN chief was briefing the Security Council on the situation in Myanmar, 
where 12 months ago a military operation in northern Rakhine state sparked an 
exodus of desperate Rohingya refugees that quickly became one of the world’s 
worst humanitarian and human rights crises.

The UN report, which came after a year-long investigation, called for 
Myanmar’s military leaders to be investigated and prosecuted for genocide and 
war crimes.

Cate Blanchett, the Academy Award winning actress and Goodwill 
Ambassador for the Office of the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), 
and Tegegnework Gettu, Associate Administrator of the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) also addressed the briefing, which was chaired by Lord 
Ahmad, Minister of State for the Commonwealth and the UN for the United 
Kingdom, which currently holds the presidency of the Security Council.

Over 700,000 Rohingya fled Myanmar to ramshackle refugee camps in neigh-
bouring Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazaar area, Bangladesh after being forced from 
their homes by a military operation which UN human rights chief Zeid Raad al 
Hussein compared, at the time, to ethnic cleansing.

Guterres, recounting his experience of visiting the camps this past July, said 
that he had heard stories of horrendous persecution and suffering.

“One father broke down as he told me how his son was shot dead in front of 
him. His mother was brutally murdered and his house burned to the ground. He 
took refuge in a mosque only to be discovered by soldiers who abused him,” he 
said.

“We need security in Myanmar and citizenship. And we want justice for what 
our sisters, our daughters, our mothers have suffered.”, he added.

Ms. Blanchett, who visited Bangladesh last year at the invitation of the 
UNHCR, said she had witnessed similar scenes, and “nothing could have pre-
pared me for the extent and depth of suffering I saw I have heard gut-wrenching 
accounts of grave torture, of women brutally violated, people whose loved ones 



ISLAMABAD: FIA officials 
have found at least 15 more sus-
picious bank accounts, four of 
which have been confirmed as 
fake. 

A total of Rs6 billion were 
laundered via these four fake or 
‘benami’ accounts.

With the latest revelation, the 
total amount of money laundered 
via fake bank accounts has 
climbed to Rs41 billion.

The FIA is investigating at 
least 32 people in relation to 
money laundering from fictitious 
accounts, including former pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari and his 
sister Faryal Talpur. Zardari’s 
close aide Hussain Lawai was 
arrested in July this year in con-
nection with the probe, whereas 
Omni Group chairman Anwar 
Majeed and his son, Abdul Ghani 
Majeed, were also taken into 
custody earlier this month.

FIA officials said that out of 
the four accounts confirmed to 

be fictitious, some belong to 
Omni Group.

The agency is investigating 
the other 11 ‘suspicious’ 
accounts, via which Rs90 mil-
lion transfer involved the Zardari 
group.So far, as many as 33 bank 
accounts have been found to be 
fake or ‘benami’ accounts which 
were employed to launder 
money.

An official from FIA told 
media earlier that the agency has 
prepared a list of 400 individuals 
who benefited from laundered 
money.

The official, who asked to 
remain anonymous, informed 
that the list included politicians, 
bureaucrats and former minis-
ters from the Sindh government, 
as well as bureaucrats who have 
passed away.

The FIA on Tuesday requested 
the Supreme Court to form a 
joint investigation team to probe 
the case.

BEIJING: China on Wednesday 
denied that it planned to build a military 
base in Afghanistan, after a Hong Kong 
newspaper said Beijing was construct-
ing a training camp for Afghan troops to 
which it could also send its own soldiers.

The South China Morning Post, cit-
ing unidentified sources with ties to the 
Chinese military, said China was build-
ing the camp in the narrow Wakhan 
Corridor that links the two countries.
China slams Pentagon report on over-
seas military bases Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Hua Chunying dismissed 
the report, however.

“After looking into it, the relevant 
report is not true,” she told a daily news 
briefing. “Since the construction and 
training, this situation, it doesn’t exist – 

it’s not true. 
So anything related naturally is not 

true,” Hua added, dismissing the asser-
tion about China eventually sending its 
own soldiers.She did not elaborate. 

The Defence Ministry did not respond 
to a request from Reuters for comment. 
It was not the first time reports have 
pointed to China seeking a military 
presence in Afghanistan, although it has 
denied all of them.In January, the 
defense ministry denied a similar report 
that it planned to build a military base in 
Afghanistan.

It has also previously dismissed 
reports that Chinese military vehicles 
were patrolling in the south Asian 
nation.China has long worried that 
instability in Afghanistan could spill 

over into its violence-prone Xinjiang 
region, home to the Muslim Uighur peo-
ple.

China rejects speculations of military 
base in GwadarIn recent years, hundreds 
of people have been killed in the far 
western region in unrest China blames 
on militants.China has also worked with 
Pakistan and the United States to broker 
peace talks to end Afghanistan’s Taliban 
insurgency that has raged since the mili-
tants were ousted by US-backed forces 
in 2001.Last year, China opened its first 
overseas military base, in the Horn of 
Africa country Djibouti. It has previ-
ously denied having plans for other over-
seas bases, but the United States expects 
it to build more, with Pakistan a likely 
location.

FIA probe reveals 
Rs41bn laundered 
via fake accounts

China denies planning military base in Afghanistan
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Akram Sheikh’s 
plea accepted

ISLAMABAD: Speical Court hearing 
High Treason Case against former 
President Pervez Musharraf on 
Wednesday accepted the plea of prosecu-
tion head Akram Sheikh seeking separa-
tion from trial maintained that the new 
government has to decide over the mat-
ter. Earlier today, a two-member bench 
comprising of Justice Yawar Ali and 
Justice Mazhar Akbar heard the case 
which pertains to the imposition of 
extra-constitutional emergency in the 
country in 2007 against Pervez 
Musharraf. During the hearing, the inte-
rior secretary told the court that Interpol 
has rejected the application seeking red 
warrants for Musharraf. 

65 war hero 
Maqbool Hussain 
to be laid to rest

By Mehtab-ul-Haq

ISLAMABAD: Army Chief General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa lauded the services 
of 65 war veteran Sepoy Maqbool 
Hussain who passed away on Wednesday.

Sepoy Maqbool Hussain was a war 
hero and spent 40 years in Indian jail 
after 65 war.

Sons of soil who sacrifice their lives 
are worth praising. There are others who 
for the honor of their country never utter 
even a single secret when caught by 
enemy. Sepoy Maqbool Hussain was one 
of them. He successfully completed the 
mission in Sri Nagar in 1965 war between 
Pakistan and India and got injured. 
Despondently he became the prison of 
war.

One cannot imagine the pain he suf-
fered for the sake of Pakistan. He 
remained in Indian jail for around forty 
years, yes four decades. 

His nails were plucked, but he never 
uttered even a single word against his 
motherland. Indians wanted him to abuse 
his country, not a chance! He never 
bowed down to the aspirations of the 
enemy. Indians as usual applied every 
harsh and inhumane mean, setting aside 
the Geneva Conventions, to gain Pakistan 
national secrets he had buried down in 
his chest.

Saad Rafique 
appears in NAB 
for Paragon case
ISLAMABAD: The former railways 

minister was summoned by NAB Lahore 
today to record his statement in the 
Paragon Housing Society scam.

NAB Lahore has also initiated a probe 
against Rafique for alleged misappropri-
ation of funds in purchase of new engines 
for railways.

A three-member team had earlier also 
investigated the former federal minister 
in relation to a corruption probe into the 
Paragon housing scheme reportedly 
owned by them in Lahore.

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister 
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Hussain 
Qureshi talking to United Arab Emirates 
Ambassador Hamad Obaid Ibrahim 
Salem Al-Zaabi during a meeting in 
Foreign office. APP photo by Saleem 
Rana ISLAMABAD, Aug 29 
(APP):Foreign minister Makhdoom 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi Wednesday 
said that forging cordial relations with 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) would 
be one of the priorities of his govern-
ment, as being an important trade and 
investment partner of Pakistan and home 
to 1.6 m strong Pakistani diaspora, UAE 
had a special place in the hearts of 
Pakistani people.

He was talking to ambassador of UAE 
to Pakistan Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem 
Al-Zaabi, who made a courtesy call on 
the foreign minister to congratulate him 
on assuming his office.

The ambassador also conveyed to him 
warm wishes of the UAE leadership in 
discharge of his duties, Foreign office in 
a press release said.

The foreign minister warmly recipro-

cated the sincere wishes of Crown Prince 
Sheikh Muhammad Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan and foreign minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed.

Qureshi expressed the hope to meet 
his UAE counterpart on the margins of 
73rd UNGA in New York next month to 
give the much needed impetus to bilat-
eral ties after a lull period of five years.

He strongly proposed revival of lead-
ership level contacts between the two 
countries and an early convening of Joint 
Ministerial Commission to put the rela-
tions back on an upward trajectory.

Paying tributes to late Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the foreign minis-
ter said, he was a true friend of Pakistan 
and architect of Pakistan-UAE relations.

He expressed deep appreciation for 
the Crown Prince’s unwavering support 
to the cause of polio eradication in 
Pakistan and other development and 
humanitarian projects undertaken by the 
UAE in the far flung and disasters 
afflicted areas under UAE-Pakistan 
Assistance Programme.

Ambassador Hamad Obaid Ibrahim 
Salem Al-Zaabi welcomed the proposals 
made by the foreign minister and 
expressed the desire of UAE leadership 
to work closely with the new leadership 
in Pakistan, to push forward their peo-
ple-oriented agenda.

They agreed to expedite signing of 
visa waiver agreement for holders of dip-
lomatic and official passport holders and 
rationalization of business visa fee on 
reciprocal basis.

The UAE ambassador extended an 
invitation to the foreign minister to par-
ticipate in Sir Bani Yas Forum in UAE 
later this year.

The foreign minister also conveyed 
his greetings and best wishes for the 
leadership and people of UAE.

Forging cordial relations with UAE  
Pakistan’s priority: Qureshi

P 4

Vladimir Putin fires 
Russian military generals

MOSCOW: (Russia) 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin fired 15 Russian gener-
als on Tuesday as the country 
prepares to launch its biggest 
war games in over four dec-
ades. Among those fired were 
Vladlen Aksenov, the deputy 
minister of the Russian 
Ministry of Emergency 
Situations, and Sergei 
Koryuchin, head of federal 
penitentiary services in 
Russia’s Omsk region.

Generals in Russia are 
often fired in groups, experts 
note. Eleven generals were 
fired in April 2018, and other 
groups were let go in 2016 and 
2017. During previous rounds 
of dismissals, some officials 
were arrested for corruption, 
and this week’s case was no 
different. At least one general, 
the Minister of Emergency 
Situations in Russia’s Tomsk 
region, Mikhail Begun, was 
also apprehended on corrup-
tion charges for allegedly tak-

ing bribes. Experts say they 
suspect more arrests could 
soon be carried out.

“The reasons why generals 
are fired vary and in years past 
they’ve mixed the reasons why 
any particular guy is let go: 
lost a bureaucratic struggle; 
the leadership doesn’t want a 
guy to become too ensconced 
in a position and turn it into a 
fiefdom; actual policy differ-
ences; or, unapproved corrup-
tion,” Yuval Weber, a Russia 
expert at the Daniel Morgan 
Graduate School and DMGS-
Kennan Institute Fellow at the 
Wilson Center, told 
Newsweek. “On the last point, 
no one at the top is clean but 
sometimes an official can go 
too far. When someone loses a 
bureaucratic struggle, evi-
dence of corruption can also 
be found, so it’s hard to tell the 
story or its causality without 
digging in deeper.”

The military in Russia gen-
erally wields significant polit-

ical influence. According to a 
recent report by Transparency 
International Russia, around 
20 percent of Russia’s State 
Duma, the Russian legislative 
body, simultaneously act as 
lobbyists for the military and 
other law enforcement. Many 
lawmakers also have deep 
connections to the Russian 
intelligence services and inte-
rior ministry.

“The corruption in Russia 
is above and beyond what a 
normal, Western informed 
observer can even imagine. 
An oversized, all-powerful 
state, that is the root cause of 
corruption. Shuffling generals 
is like rearranging chairs on 
the Titanic,” Ariel Cohen, a 
Russia expert and senior fel-
low at the Washington-based 
think tank Atlantic Council, 
told Newsweek. “If we go 
back through Putin’s tenure, it 
is a regular phenomenon in 
terms of mowing that lawn. 
He believes in mowing the 
lawn regularly.” 

Meanwhile, Russia’s 
Defense Minister announced 
that the country would soon 
hold its biggest military exer-
cises since 1981. Around 
300,000 troops and 1,000 air-
craft will participate in the 
exercises, dubbed Vostok 
2018. 

The exercises will be held 
in mid-September, and 
Chinese and Mongolian troops 
are expected to join. Kremlin 
spokesman Dimitry Peskov 
noted that the games are 
essential for Russian defenses 
in an era when the world has 
turned against the country.

PTV’s former MD  
calls on PM

ISLAMABAD:Yousaf Baig Mirza, the former Managing Director 
of Pakistan Television called on Prime Minister Imran Khan here at 
the PM Office on Wednesday.

Matters related to media were discussed during the meeting, said 
a PM Office press release issued here.

It is important in wake of Prime Minister’s new drive off reform-
ing the state owned media towards and independent PTV wherein 
opposition would also have comepative coverage. These reforms are 
being dubed as the key to PTI’s revolutionary plans of buidling a new  
Pakistan.


