
ISLAMABAD, Aug 25 
(APP):Private pension funds were 
introduced in 2007 under the 
Voluntary Pension System Rules, 
2005 and at present, there are 19 
pension funds, out of which 10 are 
Shariah compliant and 9 are con-
ventional.

These funds are managed by10 
experienced pension fund manag-
ers.The pension funds provide 
participants with options to invest 
in securities and commodities. 
Participants can choose allocation 
policies suiting their risk and 
return preferences,said in state-
ment issued by Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP) here.

The total net assets of the volun-
tary pension fund industry are 
currently over Rs 26 billion con-
tributed by more than 25,000 par-
ticipants. The fund managers, 
depending on the asset class, 
charge fees ranging from 0.5 per-
cent to 1.5 percent per annum.

SECP releases 
comparison  
of private 

pension funds

BEIJING/MOSCOW: For the first time, the 
militaries of India and Pakistan are taking part in 
a mega anti-terror drill of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in Russia aimed 
at expanding cooperation among the member 
countries to deal with the growing menace of ter-
rorism and extremism.

India is participating in the drill for the first 
time since becoming a full member of the SCO in 
June 2017. As part of the SCO initiatives, the SCO 
Peace Mission Exercise is conducted biennially 
for the SCO member states.

The joint exercise is being conducted by the 
Central Military Commission of Russia from 
August 22 to August 29 at Chebarkul, Russia.

The exercise will involve tactical level opera-
tions in an international counter-insurgency or 
counter-terrorism environment under the SCO 
Charter.

At least 3,000 soldiers from China, Russia, 

Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, India and 
Pakistan are participating in the drill, according to 
the Chinese media reports. Ten representatives 

from Uzbekistan will serve as observers, state-run 
Global Times reported.

The Indian contingent of 200 personnel is pri-
marily composed of troops from infantry and affil-
iated arms and services along with the Indian Air 
Force. The Indian contingent has been put through 
a strenuous training schedule which includes fir-
ing, heliborne operations, combat conditioning, 
tactical operations and house intervention drills, 
according to curtain raiser of the exercise released 
by the Ministry of Defence in New Delhi.

The joint exercise will strengthen mutual confi-
dence, interoperability and enable sharing of best 
practices among armed forces of the SCO nations. 
The previous SCO counter-terrorism drills were 
mainly limited to the Central Asian nations, the 
Chinese media said.

But due to the entry of India and Pakistan, the 
SCO’s counter-terrorism mission has expanded to 

 

Indian, Pakistani troops take part in military drill

N. Korea accuses U.S. 
of plotting invasion 
while talking with ‘a 

smile on its face’
TOKYO —North Korea’s main newspaper 

accused the United States on Sunday of staging 
military drills to prepare an invasion while at the 
same time pursuing dialogue with “a smile on its 
face.”

Rodong Sinmun, the official mouthpiece of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, cited alleged U.S. troop 
movements in the region, which it called 
“extremely provocative and dangerous” and said 
they threatened to derail the dialogue between the 
United States and North Korea.

The U.S. military called the accusation “far 
fetched.”

The opinion piece came two days after 
President Trump canceled a planned trip to North 
Korea by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, citing 
a lack of progress in getting North Korea to sur-
render its nuclear weapons.

Top IS leader killed in 
coalition’s missile  

attack in Afghanistan

JALALABAD, Afghanistan, Aug. 27 (Xinhua) 
-- The top leader of Islamic State (IS) outfit in 
Afghanistan has been killed by long-range 
missiles fired by U.S.-led NATO coalition forces 
that struck IS hideouts in Afghanistan’s eastern 
province of Nangarhar, said a statement Monday.

“Abu Saad Erhabi, together with 14 IS 
militants, was killed when the missiles struck IS 
hideouts in Waziri Tangai locality, Khogyani 
district, Nangarhar province on Sunday,” read the 
statement issued by Afghan army Corps 201 
Selab based in the region.

Seven militants of the group were also injured 
after the attack in the mountainous district, 
southwest of provincial capital Jalalabad city, the 
statement added. Two IS command posts together 
with large amount of explosive and weapons were 
destroyed following the strikes.

Senior officer refuses to 
work under Rashid

LAHORE: A senior officer of Pakistan Railways 
has refused to work under Sheikh Rashid Ahmad, 
the new minister in-charge of the department, 
declaring him “nonprofessional and ill-mannered.”

Chief Commercial Manager Muhammad Hanif 
Gul, a BS-20 officer, on Sunday requested the rail-
ways chairman to grant him two-year leave with 
full pay.

“With due respect, it is submitted that the atti-
tude of the new Minister is extremely nonprofes-
sional and ill-mannered. As an honorable member 
of the Civil Services of Pakistan, it is not possible 
for me to work under him. 

The minister is fully entitled to work with a 
team that shares his vision,” reads the letter 
addressed to the railways chairman. The officer 

CAA fears ‘cornered’ airline 
owners may try to flee

KARACHI: Fearing that the owners of the 
Shaheen Air International (SAI) — which has 
allegedly committed a fraud of over Rs1.3 billion 
— may escape from the country, the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) has urged the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) to take action against 
the airline.

According to highly-placed sources, the 
amount is tax, etc, that the SAI has collected from 
its passengers on behalf of the CAA. But the own-
ers of the airline — Sehbai brothers — have pock-
eted the money, instead of giving it to the CAA, 
for the last several months.

Kerala floods: People in some areas have been trapped in their homes without food and water (AFP)

With the grand opposition alliance 
failing to reach consensus on a single 
nominee, the PPP’s Aitzaz Ahsan 
and Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam (JUI-F) 
chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman on 
Monday emerged as the two candi-
dates challenging Pakistan Tehreek-
i-Insaf (PTI) candidate Dr Arif 
Alvi’s bid for the head of state’s office 
in the September 4 election.

The failure of the opposition par-
ties to field a joint candidate is 
expected to provide a virtual walko-
ver to Dr Alvi, an MNA from 
Karachi.

Arif Alvi submits nomination 
papers for the presidential election.

Ahsan, Alvi and Fazl filed their 
papers for the election before the 
12-noon deadline on Monday.

Fazl, who had suffered humiliat-
ing defeat on both seats he contested 
in the July 25 elections, was thrown 
another lifeline as the ‘single nomi-
nee’ of the opposition parties (except 
the PPP).

The JUI-F chief has submitted his 
nomination papers as a candidate 
fielded by the PML-N, Muttahida 

Majlis-i-Amal, Awami National 
Party, Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami 
Party and National Party.

PML-N leader Ameer Muqam 
will be Fazl’s covering candidate.

Ahsan addresses objections 
against his nomination

Speaking to reporters after sub-
mitting his nomination papers, 
Ahsan said the only objection raised 
against his candidature had been 
that the PPP did not consult  
other opposition parties before nom-
inating him — a claim he termed 
false.

The senior lawyer said his name 
was agreed upon at an internal party 
meeting, but before it could be pro-
posed to the alliance, the nomination 

started doing rounds on media as 
PPP’s ‘unilateral choice’.

He said the demand put forward by 
PML-N leader Pervez Rashid that he 
(Ahsan) should apologise to Nawaz 
Sharif for his ‘unbecoming remarks’ 
regarding the ailment of Nawaz’s 
wife in exchange for the PML-N’s 
possible support was Rashid’s “per-
sonal opinion”, and not the PML-N’s 
position.

Ahsan said he was surprised to 
hear such a demand coming from 
Rashid, whom he respects as a “pro-
gressive intellectual”.

Later, PML-N’s acting secre-
tary general Ahsan Iqbal talked 
to the media to reveal that it had 
been decided at the Murree 
meeting of opposition par ties 
over the weekend that a consen-
sus candidate would be nomi-
nated for the presidential polls.

According to Iqbal, all parties had 
repeatedly requested the PPP leader-
ship to suggest a panel of three names, 
one of whom would be nominated by 
 

Aitzaz, Fazl opposition’s 
nominees for president

N. Korean newspaper accuse  
US of ‘double dealing’

NORTH Korea’s state-controlled newspaper on 
Sunday accused the Uni¬ted States of “dou-
ble-dealing” and “hatching a criminal plot” against 
Pyongyang, after Washington abruptly cancelled a 
visit by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.

Negotiations have been all but deadlocked since 
US President Donald Trump’s summit with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Singapore in June.

Iran’s defence minister meets 
Assad, Syrian counterpart

IRANIAN Defence Minister Amir Hatami 
arrived in Syria on Sunday for meetings with 
President Bashar al-Assad and senior military offi-
cials as part of a 2-day visit, according to the Tasnim 
news agency. Iranian forces have backed Assad in 
the country’s civil war. “Not only the people of the 
region, but the people of the world are indebted to the 
battles that have taken place against terrorists in 
Syria,” Hatami told Assad in a meeting.”

EU security must no longer 
depend on US, says Macron

Paris -French President Emmanuel Macron said 
Monday that he would put forward new proposals 
for the European Union to boost its security, say-
ing the bloc must stop depending on American 
might.

“Europe can no longer rely on the United States 
for its security. It is up to us to guarantee European 
security,” he said in a speech to relaunch his diplo-
matic agenda.

Emmerson Mnangagwa sworn in 
as president of Zimbabwe

HARARE: Emmerson Mnangagwa was offi-
cially sworn in as president of Zimbabwe on 
Sunday after winning a bitterly-contested election 
which was the country ś first since the ousting of 
strongman Robert Mugabe.

Mnangagwa, whose victory in the July 30 polls 
was challenged by the main opposition, pledged to 
“protect and promote the rights of Zimbabweans” at 
an inauguration ceremony attended by thousands.
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Indian Border Security Force personnel 
(brown uniforms) and Pakistani Rangers 

(black uniforms).
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Askari Raza Malik

Imran Khan has won. He has estab-
lished his government at the Center, in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and in the 
Punjab.

What prompted the writing of this 
piece was, Ahsan Iqbal’s statement on 
governance. He perceives the inexperi-
ence as a major disadvantage of the new 

setup to govern. He fears that IK and party might even end 
up spoiling the good work of PML(N).

 It is to remind him and otherwise ones of the PML(N) 
that Pakistan is going through a very difficult period of its 
history. It is no time for playing pranks. To set the record 
straight, no future government should ever try and follow 
the ways of PML(N) or for that matter Zardari’s PPP exam-
ple in governance. 

This period should be forgotten and never ever mentioned 
again as the worst nightmare of our short history. If the 
notion of Divine Justice still holds good, both these names 
have a short future in Pakistan, unless Bilawal wakes up to 
face the harsh ground realities and the hoax of his party’s 
ideology.

In today’s world governance is more a matter of attitude 
than aptitude. With correct attitude, sincerity of purpose, 
integrity and dedication, a genuine man has the entire 
wherewithal available to him in the market offering mul-
ti-dimensional options to resolve any and every issue of gov-
ernance. One genuine man on top is, thus, worth more than 
many a hypocritical genius.

Experience is an important part of knowledge. But, if not 
used judicially it can backfire. It happened with Zardari’s 
government. When Raja Pervez Ashraf tried to use the 
method of BB to resolve the energy crisis through private 
power producers, he failed. Because, the media by then had 
turned too vibrant to allow a repeat fleecing of the nation by 
arbitrarily inflicting exorbitant purchase rates on it. Going 
by the experience alone, Russian governance should have 
been exemplary by all standards. On the contrary it is not. 
On the other hand, what previous experience could Omer 
the Great and his companions boast of in managing a 
sprawling new régime and turning it into a superpower of 
the time? The pious Caliphs at that time had only the exam-
ple of the Prophet (PBUH) before them, which they followed 
in letter and spirit. IK is referring to the State of Madina at 
the time of the Prophet (PBUH) as his role model. Jinnah 
idealized the same. In nutshell it embodies, ‘God conscious-

ness, sincerity and dedication’. If IK sincerely follows it, he 
should be able to carve a name for himself in history like 
Jinnah and Liaqat Ali Khan.

Power means responsibility. Power to rule over the people 
is the heaviest responsibility. The second and the fourth 
pious caliphs had conveyed it in no uncertain terms that a 
caliph (a ruler) cannot live a life better than the poorest in 
the country. That, the Governor House of a poor province, 
KPK, of a poor country, covers as much area as that of the 
White House in Washington is a cruel joke the people of 
Pakistan can ill afford.

The sovereignty belongs to Allah and His people. A ruler 
must bow his head in gratitude for having been bestowed 
upon the honour to do God’s work in God’s land. Humility, 
patience and tolerance must become visible in his attitude 
and conduct. He must ensure across-the-board justice. His 
simplicity must match the humbleness of the lowliest in the 
land, his compelling integrity becoming contagious and his 
sincerity irresistible. He might not attain the rank of the 
highest, the pious successors to the holy Prophet (PBUH), 
he can still become one of the magnificent few, Omar bin 
Abdul Aziz, Ataturk and Jinnah.

The bottom line of Governance at all levels is God 
Consciousness. It defines acts that please God and negates 
the opposite. Once Jinnah was asked about the motivation 
for his tirelessness. His sole desire was to be able to earn, 
“Well done Ali” when he met his God. 

This simple motivation gives a Pakistani ruler the most 
vital purpose in life, the best of both the worlds, “well done” 
when he meets God. All then starts falling in place. Respect, 
honour, dignity, real power and wisdom, the intangibles 
which cannot be purchased, the indicators of God’s Grace 
for His chosen men.

Is it too much to expect such lofty goals from a poor mor-
tal of 21st century? No. There is good cause for optimism. A 
silver lining is there on the horizon. Unproven except for the 
cricket world cup, two cancer hospitals and a short tenure in 
a poor province, KPK, IK offers the potential. I was home in 
March. I could not imagine that the confidence of the ordi-
nary folk in KPK would translate into such a mammoth 
election victory for the Captain. His first press conference 
after the 2018 elections and his address to the nation after 
taking oath of his office reinforced that confidence. His lov-
ing mention of his ideal, the Madina Welfare State estab-
lished by the Prophet (PBUH) is overwhelming. Is he 
another Jinnah bent on achieving the pleasure of the Prophet 
(PBUH) and God? From his public rhetoric during his polit-
ical campaigning to the first press conference he was a com-
pletely changed man. 

IK and State of Madina

Economy markEts round up

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Human 
Rights Dr Shireen M Mazari has said that all out 
efforts are being made to ensure the promotion and 
protection of Human Rights, particularly the rights 
of women and children. 

She showed her commitment for the effective 
implementation of the laws and United Nations 
Conventions in pursuance to the constitution of the 
Pakistan and International commitments.

She expressed these views in a meeting with the 
delegation of UNICEF here in Islamabad on 
Monday. The delegation was led by Ms. Shahida 
Azfar, UNICEF Deputy Executive Director, 
accompanied by Ms. Jean Gough, UNICEF 
Regional Director for South Asia. 

Secretary Ministry of Human Rights, Ms Rabiya 
Javery Agha and other officials of the Ministry also 
attended the meeting. They discussed matters 
related to the human rights including the rights of 
children with the focus to enhance the cooperation 
between the Human Rights Ministry and UNICEF.

The delegation was briefed by Secretary Human 
Rights about the steps taken for the protection of 

rights of women and children particularly. The del-
egation was also told about prevailing Human 
Rights situation in the country including implemen-
tations of laws, policy and measures.

 Shireen Mazari said that steps have been taken 
through comprehensive strategy to ensure the pro-
motion and protection of Human Rights particu-
larly the rights of women and children. 

She stated Constitution of Pakistan grantees the 
human rights protection and we at Ministry of 
Human Rights ensures it implementations as it is 
our National obligation.

Addressing the meeting, Federal Minister Dr 
Mazari said that we are committed to implement the 
laws to protect the rights of women and children 
adding that we have enacted Juvenile Justice 
System Act 2018, ICT Child Protection Act 2018 
and National Commission on the Rights of the 
Child, 2018. The delegation appreciated the endeav-
ors of incumbent government especially the 
Ministry of Human Rights for the Protection and 
promotion of Human Rights and assured his full 
support in this regard.

Shireen Mazari promises all-out efforts to 
promote, protect human rights

By Misbah Saba Malik

ISLAMABAD : The develop-
ment of Gwadar port will directly 
benefit Balochistan province and the 
whole Pakistan under the bilateral 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), Chairman of the Gwadar 
Port Authority (GPA) Dostain Khan 
Jamaldini told Xinhua in a recent 
interview.

“Gwadar is a city of some 110,000 
people and such massive industriali-
zation under CPEC will have a great 
impact not only on the city but also 
on the whole Balochistan province,” 
said the GPA chief, adding that the 
Gwadar Free Zone will have the 
capacity to generate at least 38,000 
direct jobs in the remote city.

Geographically, the small city is 
located in southwestern Balochistan, 

being far from Pakistan’s economic 
centers. Road, railway and air con-
nectivity were a great issue for its 
development.

“Since the launch of CPEC, a 
drastic change has happened and it 
brought a second life to the port 
city,” said Jamaldini.

“Before CPEC, even law and 
order situation was very weak. After 
the comprehensive project, it has 
been greatly controlled. Now people 
come freely to Gwadar not only for 
investment opportunities, but also 
for tourism purpose, and people in 
the area have a greater hope about 
the future of Gwadar.”

“The engine of economic develop-
ment of Gwadar emanates from the 
Gwadar port. With the operationali-
zation of the Gwadar port, the city 
now has its own university and its 
own vocational training institutes.”

“Along with our Chinese counter-
parts we have made a comprehen-
sive plan about the future of 
Gwadar,” the official said.

“Gwadar is not only the port and 
free zone. We have discussed and 
started implementing all other fac-
tors which can greatly facilitate the 
port and free zone development such 
as internet connectivity, water pro-
vision, city development, power 
plants, Gwadar International 
Airport,” said the official.

He said that initiating mega pro-
jects in Pakistan were not so much in 
practice before CPEC, but the corri-
dor brought many mega projects in 
the country.

“There are many energy projects 
and industrialization projects com-
ing here. Gradually the institutions 
in Pakistan will be familiar with the 
big projects. In earlier phase of 

CPEC, it was very difficult for us to 
conceive, plan, process and get 
approval for big projects, but now 
things are moving smoothly.”

Jamaldini said that the Gwadar port 
is very s̀ ignificant for Balochistan and 
the entire Pakistan, as it has the great 
potentials to become the second big 
port city after Karachi and rise as one 
of the country’s commercial, financial 
and economic centers.

He said that they have a long-term 
master plan for Gwadar, under 
which they will scientifically plan 
the city to make it one of the best 
tourist sites in the country.

The chairman emphasized that 
although Balochistan province is 
remote, its fate has been changed 
due to Gwadar. “The city is attract-
ing investors not only from all over 
the Pakistan, but also from neigh-
boring countries.”

Gwadar’s development under CPEC  
to directly benefit Balochistan

Sadia N. Qazi

The holding of GE-18 marked a decade of democratic structure 
running its full course and the elected governments exhausting 
their complete terms and entering into the other. Carrying out the 
elections was a change in itself. The people participated with fer-
vour and enthusiasm. The highly competitive environment of the 
political scenario exhibited a major power shift and PTI gaudily 

emerged as the leading political party. IK has struggled for over 22 years of facing 
hard stepping and failures. His political career so far has been arduous, strenuous and 
demanding standing up against the corruption and fighting for the cause with an 
intense clarity of his objective.

In the duration of his struggle IK has woken up the sleeping giant of political aware-
ness in the country and that resulted in a turnout of 53% approx. The Prime Minister 
vended a dream of change to the Pakistanis. Holding the flag high for a corruption-free 
Pakistan and rule of justice, IK and PTI raised the bar of expectations from their voters 
and supporters. He is to face a tough opposition but the foremost challenge for him as 
sitting PM would be to come up to high expectations and only time will tell if he was 
able to deliver the change he promised. Imran Khan in his address to the nation won 
hearts of Pakistanis; his speech was visionary. Every word of him proved to the audi-
ence that IK was a rightful winner. The manifesto set spoke opulently the objectives, 
priorities and the dynamics of new government.

Pakistan has been poorly performing in the foreign policy for a couple of years; the 
position of FM laid vacant for too long and with the internal political governance 
issues and the raising pressures from the international community, Pakistan was being 
side-lined. Imran Khan being a recognized figure and acclaimed for being amongst the 
100 most influential leaders could undeniably reset the ties at the international level. 
An intense speculation and reservation was expressed in Indian media pertaining to 
IK’s holding the chair for Pakistan, but his speech not only dissolved all the exagger-
ated hype but also altered their perspectives as he called for peaceful relations with 
India. It was welcomed by both the Pakistanis and the critics across the border. 

Similarly, official messages tweeted in the Chinese and Afghani languages affirmed 
to strengthen the ties with the neighbouring countries. The gesture was responded 
with positive retort reaffirming the importance of Pakistan as their friendly neigh-
bours. With US, the speech was responded with civil positivity but it is to note that IK 
has been famed for being blunt; he opposed US policies of drone attacks in the past. 
This fearless attitude may nudge Pakistan into a strong position to be able to convey 
and present its traction on various international issues more proactively. 

One of the most critical challenges IK and his government will have to face is the 
fight they took on against corruption. The corruption is rooted in the system and in the 
absence of a proper accountability procedures and implementations; PTI will have to 
start from grass root levels to eradicate the core of corruption. It is going to be a tough 
terrain and the execution of the much awaited change could be slackened down and 
hampered because of these exhausting barricades.  

PTI’s dynamics in  
new government

China’s VR market to 
reach 90 bln yuan by 2020

BEIJING, (Xinhua): China’s virtual reality (VR) market 
is expected to continue rapid growth in the next few years, 
an industry expert has said.

The VR market will likely exceed 90 billion yuan (about 
13.1 billion U.S. dollars) by 2020, with compound annual 
growth rate of over 120 percent, said Wang Peng, deputy 
head of China Center for Information Industry Development 
with the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology 
(MIIT).

China’s VR market expanded 164 percent year on year to 
reach 16 billion yuan in 2017, data showed.

“The MIIT will continue to support the research and 
development of core technologies of VR, and set up indus-
try-wide standards to promote the applications of VR,” 
Wang said.

EU security must no longer 
depend on US: Macron

Paris -French President Emmanuel Macron said Monday 
that he would put forward new proposals for the European 
Union to boost its security, saying the bloc must stop 
depending on American might.

“Europe can no longer rely on the United States for its 
security. It is up to us to guarantee European security,” he 
said in a speech to relaunch his diplomatic agenda.

His proposals will be unveiled “in the coming months”, 
Macron told an audience of some 250 diplomats, lawmakers 
and international relations experts gathered to mark the 
return from the summer break.

“I want us to launch an exhaustive review of our security 
with all Europe ś partners, which includes Russia,” he 
added.

Macron ś comments came after a string of gestures from 
US President Donald Trump distancing himself from tradi-
tional NATO allies.

Trump has repeatedly called into question the Western 
alliance ś core commitment to mutual defence, while com-
plaining that the US spends too much on military support for 
Europe. Macron came to power last year vowing to overhaul 
the EU and has pushed for deep political reforms -- including 
a separate budget for the eurozone -- which have so far met 
with lukewarm support.

The French president, who will head to Denmark and 
Finland for a three-day trip from Tuesday hoping to shore up 
support for his EU shake-up, called for redoubled efforts to 
reform the bloc.

“We need to take new initiatives, build new alliances,” he 
said.

“France wants a Europe which protects, even as extremism 
has grown stronger and nationalism has awoken,” he said.

EU powerhouse Germany has given only muted backing 
to Macron ś ambitious plans, but his call for greater European 
military cooperation echoes recent comments by German 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas.

Federal Minister for Human Rights Dr. 
Shireen M Mazari in a meeting with the 

delegation of UNICEF led by Ms. 
Shahida Azfar, UNICEF Deputy Executive 

Director, along with the Ms. Jean 
Gough, UNICEF Regional Director for 

South Asia here in Islamabad.
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the alliance through consensus. However, he 
claimed, the PPP leadership refused to nom-
inate anyone else besides Ahsan.

“Aitzaz Ahsan was initially nominated 
without taking parties of the alliance into 
confidence,” Iqbal said, adding that the 
PML-N leadership and workers had serious 
concerns over his nomination.

Contradicting the PPP stalwart’s state-
ment about Parvaiz Rashid’s views being 
his own, Iqbal said the sentiments of PML-N 
workers had been hurt by the language used 
by Ahsan. Iqbal accused the PPP leader of 
“politicising” the illness of Kulsoom 
Nawaz.

Although the opposition alliance had 
decided to nominate Fazl for the election, 
Iqbal said they would appeal to the PPP to 
review its decision and support Fazl for  
the cause of keeping the opposition vote 
united.

Sources in the opposition had earlier told 
Dawn that PPP and PML-N representatives, 
directly and with the help of mediators, had 
remained in touch throughout Sunday in 
their bid to reach an understanding, but all 
their efforts failed due to the PPP’s refusal to 
withdraw Ahsan’s name.

Will win with a clear majority: Alvi
After submitting his papers for the elec-

tion, PTI’s Dr Alvi appeared optimistic that 
he will win the Sept 4 contest with a “clear 
majority”.

He said ideally all other candidates should 
have withdrawn in favour of the PTI nomi-
nee so that the federation’s representative 
could attain a significant majority.

If elected, Alvi said he will make use of 
the “numerous opportunities” within the 
constitutional ambit of the presidency to 
raise various issues of public interest.

The grand alliance, which was formed by 
11 opposition parties soon after the July 25 
elections, has suffered blow upon blow in the 

weeks since its formation.
The first controversy had erupted follow-

ing the PPP’s refusal to vote for PML-N 
president Shahbaz Sharif as a joint opposi-
tion candidate for the Prime Minister’s 
Office despite it earlier agreeing on a for-
mula that had authorised the PML-N to nom-
inate its candidate for the PM’s election.

Later, the PPP ‘unilaterally’ nominated 
Ahsan as its candidate for the president. The 
PML-N leaders, who claimed that they had 
come to know about Ahsan’s nomination 
through the media, stated in categorical 
terms that Ahsan’s name could not be con-
sidered as the PPP had not consulted any of 
the opposition parties before making the 
decision and also because of his ‘nasty 
remarks’ over the illness of Nawaz Sharif 
and his wife.

The presidential election will be held on 
Sept 4 — five days before the expiry of the 
five-year term of President Mamnoon 
Hussain.

Investigators working for the UN’s top 
human rights body say top Myanmar military 
leaders should be prosecuted for genocide 
against Rohingya Muslims.

The United Nations does not apply the word 
“genocide” lightly. The fact-finding team’s 
assessment suggests the crimes against the 
Rohingya could meet the strict legal definition 
— which was last met over crimes in Bosnia 
and Rwanda nearly a quarter-century ago.

The call, accompanying a first report by 
the investigators, amounts to some of the 
strongest language yet from UN officials who 
have denounced alleged human rights viola-
tions in Myanmar since a bloody crackdown 
began last August.

Following the UN report, Facebook 
banned Myanmar’s army chief and removed 
other pages tied to the country’s military.

“We are banning 20 Burmese individuals and 
organizations from Facebook - including Senior 
General Min Aung Hlaing, commander-in-chief 
of the armed forces,” the social media giant said 
in a statement on its site, adding that it wants to 
prevent them from using the service to “further 
inflame ethnic and religious tensions”.

The three-member “fact-finding mission” 
working under a mandate from the 
UN-backed Human Rights Council meticu-
lously assembled hundreds of accounts by 
expatriate Rohingya, satellite footage and 
other information to assemble the report 

released on Monday.
Read: Half ‘lost’ Rohingya children 

orphaned by violence: study
Human rights watchers say determining 

“genocidal intent” is perhaps the most diffi-
cult criteria to meet: in essence, it’s the task of 
assessing the mindsets of perpetrators to 
determine if ethnicity, race, religion or 
another attribute had motivated them.

“The crimes in Rakhine state, and the 
manner in which they were perpetrated, are 
similar in nature, gravity and scope to those 
that have allowed genocidal intent to be 
established in other contexts,” the report said, 
alluding to a region of Myanmar that is home 
for many Rohingya.

Aitzaz, Fazl opposition’s nominees

‘Myanmar military chiefs should be 
persecuted for Rohingya genocide’

10,000 saplings to be 
planted in September

By Our Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Citizens of Islamabad are taking a step ahead of others 
in pursuance of green Pakistan and have made groups to plant 10000 
saplings by September next month.

Students, teachers and various officers from government and semi gov-
ernment departments are following the Prime Minister’s directives for 
changing the environment of Pakistan. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan took the initiative in the Khyber 
Pukhtunkawah and planted a billion tree to help change the effect of 
global warming. 

The phenomenon of global warming is now a national concern owing 
to draught in Thar and southern Punjab. Pakistan is home of world largest 
glaciers after the polar regions and the glaciers are melting at an alarming 
rate.

The event welcome every segment of society to join hands and plant 
trees during the campaign.

Mini Marathon  
on Sept 9

By Our Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD --- Mini Marathon is on cards for the Under 16 at 
Islamabad under the auspices of Himalayan Wildlife Foundation and 
Capital Development Authority.

The registration fee for the event is Rs 100 and distance is 8 kilometers. 
The winner will be awarded Rs 10,000, followed by Rs 6000 and Rs 3000.

The event is organized to help promote awareness in the youngsters 
about the natural beauty of Margalla Hills that spread over miles and 
miles and form a natural fence for the federal capital.
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Children look at the vounteers who came with food and medicine to help rescue the affectees.

Indian, 
Pakistani 

troops
Continued from Page 1

South Asia, Li Wei, a coun-
ter-terrorism expert at the China 
Institute of Contemporary 
International Relations in 
Beijing, told the Global Times.

The SCO was established in 
Shanghai in 2001, with China, 
Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan as founding mem-
bers.

It expanded to include India 
and Pakistan in 2017.

“The effective counter-terror-
ism cooperation among SCO 
countries has greatly under-
mined terrorist groups in Central 
Asia in recent years, and it’s 
expected that this effective 
cooperation will also boost sta-
bility in South Asia, a region 
facing a more complicated coun-
ter-terrorism situation with a 
variety of active terrorist 
groups,” Li said.

Sun Zhuangzhi, a professor at 
the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences said Peace Mission 
2018 will also greatly improve 
military and political mutual 
trust among SCO countries, 
especially between India and 
Pakistan.

“It’s a rare opportunity for 
Pakistan and India, which have 
long been involved in military 
conflict, to enhance military 
exchanges and trust. This could 
improve regional stability,” Sun 
said.

Li said future counter-terror-
ism drills among SCO countries 
have to come up with new drills 
on targeting terrorist groups in 
South Asia. He suggested that 
the SCO further expand to 
include Afghanistan, which is 
currently an observer country, to 
strengthen counter-terrorism 
efforts in South Asia.

The Peace Mission 2018 also 
created a historic chance for four 
major military powers in Eurasia 
- China, Russia, Pakistan and 
India - to participate in the same 
military drill, Sun said.

US, China impose new 
duties as talks resume

THE United States and China imposed fresh tariffs on each other’s 
goods in the middle of trade talks aimed at averting the worsening con-
flict between the world’s two biggest economies.

Both nations started levying the previously announced taxes on $16 
billion of imports from the other country shortly after noon Beijing time. 
China also said it would lodge a complaint about the new American tariffs 
to the World Trade Organisation, according to a Chinese Ministry of 
Commerce statement on its website.

The US will collect an additional 25 per cent in duties on Chinese 
imports ranging from motorcycles to steam turbines and railway cars, 
and the Chinese retaliation will see a similarly sized tax on items includ-
ing coal, medical instruments, waste products, cars and buses.

US Treasury Undersecretary for International Affairs David Malpass 
and Chinese Vice Commerce Minister Wang Shouwen met on Wednesday 
for the first face-to-face trade discussions since June. Those talks are not 
expected to draw in senior decision-makers and are predicted only to 
result in a joint statement of productive discussions, according to a person 
familiar with the agenda.

‘Parliament is biggest 
forum for accountability’

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan, in his maiden speech in 
the Senate, has said that parliament is the biggest forum for accountabil-
ity.

Khan assured the Upper House of the Parliament that they would cut 
their expenses and increase the income, adding that overseas Pakistanis 
are the biggest assets of the country.

“PTI government will make all-out efforts to lure foreign investment in 
Pakistan,” Khan said.

“We will auction the vehicle of Prime Minister House,” he said and 
added that austerity drive will benefit the people more.

Imran Khan said, “Those nations who rely on foreign loans lose their 
integrity and freedom,” said Imran Khan.

Imran Khan PM Imran was speaking in the Upper House of the 
Parliament, where a unanimous resolution was adopted Monday to con-
demn sacrilegious caricature completion being held in Netherlands.

He assured the Senate his government would raise the issue of blasphe-
mous caricature issue in the upcoming session of the United Nations 
General Assembly. Imran Khan said they would also convince 
Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) over the issue, adding that the 
forum should have chalked out strategy. 

The death toll from devastating floods in the 
southern Indian state of Kerala rose to 445 Sunday 
with the discovery of 28 more bodies as the waters 
recede and a massive cleanup gathers pace, govern-
ment officials said.

Around a million people are still packed into tem-
porary relief camps and 15 are reported missing 
even as the government mounts an operation to 
clean homes and public places that have been filled 
with dirt and sand left by the floods.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan in a tweet 
said that more than 130,000 flood-hit houses had 
been cleaned, or nearly a third of those affected.

Authorities are also in the process of restoring 
electricity connections.

People returning to their homes have been told to 
stay alert as receding waters leave behind a glut of 
snakes. State authorities and wildlife experts have 
formed teams to come to the aid of those who have 
found snakes in their home, according to local media.

With death toll rising daily, Kerala authorities 
said “due process will be followed to ascertain if all 
these deaths are flood related”.

A 68-year-old man committed suicide Wednesday 
after seeing the state of his home at Kothad in 
Ernakulam district. A 19-year-old boy took his own 
life earlier in the week because his school certifi-
cates were destroyed by the floods, police said.

Flood toll in India’s Kerala 
rises to 445
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WASHINGTON, (Xinhua) -- 
American researchers have devel-
oped a way to “print” tubular 
structures that better mimic native 
vessels and ducts in human body.

The study published this week 
in Advanced Materials showed 
that the 3-D bio-printing tech-
nique allowed fine-tuning of the 
printed tissues’ properties, such as 
number of layers and ability to 
transport nutrients.

Those more complex tissues 
offered potentially viable replace-
ments for damaged tissue, accord-
ing to the study.

“The vessels in the body are not 
uniform,” said Zhang Yu, senior 
author on the study and a 
researcher in Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital’s Department 
of Medicine. “This bio-printing 
method generates complex tubular 
structures that mimic those in the 
human system with higher fidelity 
than previous techniques.”

The researchers mixed the 
human cells with a hydrogel, a 
flexible structure composed of 
hydrophilic polymers and opti-
mized the chemistry of the hydro-
gel to allow the human cells to 

proliferate, or “seed,” throughout 
the mixture.

Next, they filled the cartridge of 
a 3D bio-printer with the bio-ink. 
They fitted the bio-printer with a 
custom nozzle that would allow 
them to continuously print tubular 
structures with up to three layers.

Disorders like arteritis, athero-
sclerosis and thrombosis damage 
blood vessels, and urothelial tissue 
can suffer inflammatory lesions 
and deleterious congenital anoma-
lies, according to the study.

The researchers found that they 
could print tissues mimicking 
both vascular tissue and urothelial 
tissue.

They mixed human urothelial 
and bladder smooth muscle cells 
with the hydrogel to form the 
urothelial tissue. To print the vas-
cular tissue, they used a mixture of 
human endothelial cells, smooth 
muscle cells and the hydrogel.

The printed tubes had varying 
sizes, thicknesses and properties.

According to Zhang, structural 
complexity of bio-printed tissue is 
critical to its viability as a replace-
ment for native tissue, because 
natural tissues are complex.

3D-printed structures 
to replace vessels,  

ducts in human body

RANDOM CLICK CITY NEWS
All available 

resources to be 
utilized country, 
says Asad Umer

ISLAMABAD, (APP): Federal 
Minister for Finance Asad Umer Sunday 
said all available resources would be uti-
lized for the progress and prosperity of 
the country.

“No stone would be left unturned in 
making Pakistan a developed country, “ 
he stated while addressing a ceremony 
arranged in connection with “tree planta-
tion campaign”, here at G-13, Mira Jee 
stop, Tarnol area.

Every person would have to play role 
for the eradication of pollution besides 
making Pakistan “Green” with trees, he 
said.

He lauded the role of a local leader of 
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) Abdul 
Wajid Khan for starting a campaign to 
plant five lakh trees in the area, soon 
after the success of Imran Khan as prime 
minister of Pakistan.

The PTI had launched the campaign of 
tree plantation on August 14, he added.

The minister urged the masses to 
make the tree plantation a success to 
achieve green Pakistan objective.

PTI announces 
15-member  
KP cabinet

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Sunday announced a 
15-member cabinet for Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province with two advi-
sors and a special assistant to chief min-
ister.

According to a PTI Media Wing state-
ment, the cabinet members include 
Muhammad Atif Khan senior minister 
with the portfolio of Tourism; Shah Ram 
Khan Tarakai Local Government; 
Taimoor Saleem Khan Jhagra Finance; 
Syed Muhammad Ishtiaq Urmer Forests; 
Haji Qalandar Khan Lodhi Food; Shakeel 
Ahmed Khan Revenue; Mohib Ullah 
Khan Agriculture; Dr Amjad Ali Mineral 
Development; Sultan Muhammad Khan 
Law; Dr Hisham Inam Ullah Khan 
Health and Kamran Khan Bangash 
Information Technology while Akhtar 
Ayub Khan has not given any portfolio so 
far.

Zia Ullah Khan Bangash has been 
appointed Advisor to Chief Minister 
without portfolio and Abdul Karim 
Advisor to Chief Minister on Industries. 
Shah Muhammad Khan has been made 
Special Assistant to Chief Minister on 
Transport.

By M Farooq Khan

ISLAMABAD: Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) mostly dependent 
on tourism and labour is blessed with huge natural treasures worth bil-
lions of rupees and if exploited on modern lines could change the socio-
economic status of approximately four million inhabitants of the region.

“The significant deposits of matchless quality of gem stones like 
ruby, sapphire, green tourmaline, aquamarine and zircon only this 
region posses but unfortunately no due investment ever been made by 
the quarters concerned to utilize this wealth for human well-being,” 
Director Geological of Survey of Pakistan AJK Saeed Akhtar said.

He said besides this, there are proven reserves of billions of tons of 
industrial stones like graphite, Mica, Quartz, Bentonite, Limonite and 
Marble Stof high quality in different areas.

By unearthing these reservoirs, the government can earn billions of 
rupees revenue besides creating thousands of jobs through establishment 
of allied industry like cutting, polishing of gem stones, cement industry 
and graphite based industries, he claimed. Gem stones found in upper 
Neelum Valley and rarely in Leepa Valley as well, ruby (aquamarine)

are comparatively more precious than the diamond being used in the 
world but more resources are required for their mass exploration and 
bring them in the international market.

Akhtar said old and obsolete way of exploiting these resources by 
using dynamites is affecting their quality besides their loss and only 
modern and sophisticated techniques are a solution to excavate this 
treasure with full potential and quality assurance.

Mining of Ruby is currently underway at two sites namely Chitta 
Katha and Nungi Mali in upper Neelum Valley by Azad Kashmir 
Mineral Industrial Development Corporation (AKMIDC). A private 
firm, he said , is also involved but both are yielding nothing productive 
due to outdated equipment and obsolete techniques to bring out this 
buried treasure.

“Besides gem stones their exist huge reserves of industrial stones 
like Graphite, Mica and Quartz which are used in making sophisticated 
equipments, electric plugs, iron and lenses of telescopes.” he informed.

The third major mineral potential of the region is building stones 
(marble and Granite) used as finishing tiles in the buildings, still to be 
uncovered for region’s betterment.

“The cost of quality construction is too high in AJK because major-
ity of the construction material is transported from far areas of Pakistan 
and if this industry is revolutionized it can bring a significant change in 
the socioeconomic well-being of the people here,” he remarked.

Akhtar also suggested AJK government to establish a cement fac-
tory to utilize trillions of natural reserves associated with the cement 
industry available at Kamsar near Muzaffarabad.

“Geological Survey of Pakistan’s assistance in this regard, if sought, 
could be of paramount importance”, he suggested AJK government.

The AJK government does not have sufficient financial resources to 
buy new machinery or to build more mines, AKMIDC Managing 
Director Chaudhary Zahid Hussain regretted.

He feared the corporation is shrinking due to dearth of economic 
resources and only 45 employees are on its strength for a gigantic task.

“Exploration Promotion Department should be established within 

the government for auction of the minerals besides setting up a regula-
tory authority to attract private investment in this sector.

The AKMIDC has just one mine and one exploration site, where 
miners dig to assess the potential of the ruby. But the region has proven 
reserves of more than 50 million grams of rubies, and inferred resources 
of nearly 60 million grams, a senior Geologist Khawaja Owais Ahmad, 
an official of the organization, said.

“Our job is to explore and discover not to exploit the mineral 
resources after the enforcement of new mineral policy,” he said.

He said the biggest hurdle to bring this wealth to the market is poor 
road infrastructure and the improvement of which must be prime focus 
of the government.

He also regretted that there is no regulatory body in AJK after the 
devolution of powers from federal to local authorities to attract private 
investment in this sector despite a huge potential.

“We have discovered a new site at Khoirata in Kotli district having 
millions of tons deposits of Pozolana stone (natural cement) from 
where, the government can earn four to five billion rupees profit 
through auction of the site,” Khawaja said.

More other sites like Khandi Gali, Donga Nar and Janwali have been 
proposed for digging where precious and semi precious stones are 
found while traces of gold have also been found at Bujan Wali in Grace 
union council of Neelum Valley, he claimed.

Apart from gem stones, industrial and marble stones, oil and gas 
reservoirs have also been reported from Bhimber district and Dudyal 
area of Kotli district which are confirmed by Marri Gas company and 
OGDC.

ISLAMABAD: Former pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari and his 
sister Faryal Talpur appeared 
before a joint investigation 
team of the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) in 
Islamabad to record their state-
ment in a multi-billion rupee 
money laundering and fake 
bank accounts case open 
against them.

The two, along with several 
PPP leaders — including 
Yousaf Raza Gillani, Raja 
Pervez Ashraf, Sherry Rehman 
and Qamar Zaman Kaira — 
reached the FIA Islamabad 
directorate amid tight security.

There, an FIA team ques-
tioned the siblings on fake 
accounts and transactions asso-
ciated with them.

Later, while talking to the 
media, Zardari shrugged off the 
proceedings.

“It is a fake case and unfortu-
nately the case against me was 
filed during the tenure of 
Nawaz Sharif. It was filed on 
the behest of Mian Sahab,” he 
regretted.

“The FIA (officials) can ask 
whatever they want, but the 
crux of the matter is [the] facts 
[speak otherwise],” the PPP 
supremo said when asked about 
the probe.

Zardari and Talpur are being 
investigated as part of a corrup-
tion case relating to fake 
accounts and fictitious bank 
transactions worth Rs35 bil-
lion. The siblings face allega-
tions that they had illegally 
channelled funds through the 
said accounts in connivance 
with the CEOs of major banks.

The case was initially regis-
tered in 2015 against former 
Pakistan Stock Exchange chair-
man Hussain Lawai, who is 
widely believed to be close to 
former president Asif Ali 
Zardari.

Later, seven individuals, 
including Zardari and Talpur, 
were said to have been found 
involved in using those 

accounts for suspicious trans-
actions which totalled Rs35 bil-
lion. The accounts were alleg-
edly used to channel funds 
received through kickbacks.

Last month, Lawai and 
banker Taha Raza were 
detained and booked for alleg-
edly facilitating the opening of 
29 ‘fake’ accounts through 
which suspicious transactions 
were made to different compa-
nies, including M/s Zardari 
Group.

Initially, Zardari and Talpur 
avoided appearing before the 
agency and expressed their dis-
trust in the FIA officials, but 
later joined the probe after a 
banking court in Karachi 
issued their arrest warrents. 

AJK a gold mine for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP): A Lahore High 
Court (LHC) full bench on Monday 
directed the National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) to file its response by 
Wednesday in a petition seeking the rev-
ocation of the punishment handed to the 
Sharif family members in the Avenfield 
properties corruption reference.

On July 6, an accountability court had 
awarded a 10-year prison sentence to for-
mer Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif for 
owning assets beyond known sources of 
income. His daughter Maryam Nawaz 
and son-in-law retired Captain Safdar 
were also handed seven and one-year 
sentences, respectively.

The three-judge bench headed by 
Justice Shahid Waheed also announced 
that the court would hear the petition on a 
day-to-day basis. Justices Atir Mehmood 
and Shahid Jameel Khan were the other 
members of the bench.

Noting the absence of NAB’s counsel 
in the court for the hearing, the bench 
ordered the bureau’s prosecutor to appear 
before it at the next hearing and submit a 
reply on behalf of NAB.

“NAB is being given the final chance 
to submit its reply,” the bench cautioned.

Before adjourning the hearing till 
August 29, the court rejected three sepa-
rate applications filed by lawyers seeking 
to become party to the case.

Senior lawyer A.K. Dogar had filed 
the petition assailing the conviction of 
the Sharifs, besides challenging the 
existence of the National Accountability 
Ordinance (NAO) 1999.

The lawyer pleaded that ousted pre-
mier Sharif and others had been con-
victed by a court which had no jurisdic-
tion because the law under which it 

(court) had been created was a dead law.
He urged the LHC to suspend the oper-

ation of the accountability court’s judge-
ment for being issued by a court that had 
been established under a non-existent law.

Challenging the validity of the NAO, 
Dogar argued that it had been promul-
gated by military dictator retired Gen 
Pervez Musharraf under Provisional 
Constitution Order (PCO) No 1 of 1999 
as well as Order No 9 of 1999.

He said that order No 9 was promul-
gated only to amend PCO No 1 of 1999 

by inserting Section 5A (1) into it to the 
effect that limitation of 120 days pre-
scribed under Article 89 of the 
Constitution to any ordinance by the 
president would not be applicable to the 
laws made under PCO No 1 of 1999.

However, he said that under Article 
270-AA of the Constitution through the 
18th Amendment, the PCO No 1 of 1999 
was declared without lawful authority 
and of no legal effect. He argued that 
once the PCO No 1 was declared without 
lawful authority and of no legal effect, 
the amendments made to it under order 
No 9 of 1999 would also stand lapsed 
and, therefore, the limitation period of 
120 days prescribed under Article 89 
would be applicable to the NAO.

Advocate Dogar asked the court to 
declare that after the 18th Amendment 
and insertion of Article 270-AA into the 
Constitution, the NAO had ceased to be 
the law and became non-existent.

He stated that thousands of people had 
been suffering from the agony of pro-
ceedings under a law which was constitu-
tionally non-existent. Therefore, he 
argued, all these proceedings should also 
be declared unlawful.

LHC gives NAB final chance to submit 
response in petition against Sharifs’
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