
Special Edition

The three major parties,  
Pakistan-Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI),  
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) and Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP) are locked in an  
intense battle, with few days 
left in the general elections, but 
none of them are likely to form 
a majority and would have to 
go for a coalition government.  

For formation of government, 
a party needs 172 members 
of National Assembly out of 
total 342 in the house. If not a 
single party gets this strength 
in parliament it will be a hung 
parliament. The possible sce-
narios may be among three 
major political parties, PML-N, 
PTI and PPP. The other factors 
in the form of Muttahida Maj-
lis-e-Amal (MMA) and indepen-
dents can also play a key role in 
this regard. 
Independent candidates are 

dominating the parliamentary 
seats nomination for the up-
coming general election, ac-
cording to the documents re-
leased by Election Commission 

of Pakistan.
11, 855 candidates are con-
testing for 849 seats of provin-
cial and national assemblies, of 
which more than 6,000 candi-
dates are independent while 
political parties have fielded 
more than 5,500 candidates 
for the polls. Position of one 
of the main political party Pa-
kistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) has weakened due 
to the disqualification of its 
chief Nawaz Sharif on the or-
ders of Supreme Court due to  
suspicious financial dealings 
and corruption.
With corruption scandals hov-
ering over the party, and dis-
qualification of its chief, several 
senior ministers such as Kha-
waja Asif have been disquali-
fied, while other ministers are 
still being investigated. PML(N) 
are also losing a huge amount 
of electable candidates to PTI. 
Demands for a new province 
in South Punjab have led to a 
large amount of sitting PM-
L(N) MNAs to leave the party 
and join PTI, which has ex-
pressed that they will create a 
new province in South Punjab 
on an administrative basis. Al-
though Shahbaz Sharif, former 
Chief Minister Punjab and also 
brother of Nawaz Sharif, has 
been handed over the reigns of 
the party, but still it has failed 
to make its ground to form a 
government with majority. PPP’s 
support base is relatively un-
hinged, but some of their elect-
able candidates have joined 
PTI, and the formation of the 
GDA in Sindh means that they 
are bound to lose some seats in 
interior Sindh, though they may 
make some gains in Karachi 
due to the MQM breaking up. 
Due to their past performance, 
the PPP is unlikely to get enough 
votes in Punjab and KPK to form 
a government in center. Howev-
er, the Pakistan People’s party 
can play a key role soon after 
elections in forming a coalition 
government.
With PML-N and PPP losing their 
ground, the main opposition 
party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(Pakistan Movement for Jus-
tice), led by Imran Khan looks 
to be in a stronger position than 

it was a year ago. Imran Khan 
has been able to captivate the 
youth and the elite class to a 
certain extent and his emphasis 
on “No Corruption” has made 
him a popular leader amongst 
the masses. Another factor 
which has emerged some long 
before and is looking crucial for 
such alliance stands Muttahida 
Majlis-e-Amal (MMA). The Mut-
tahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), 
an alliance of religious political 
parties, has been revived in an-
ticipation of the 2018 general 
elections, a key factor in coali-
tion government indeed. 
The latest incarnation of MMA, 
with JUIF’s Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman as its chairperson and 
JI’s Liaqat Baloch as its gener-
al secretary, is in keeping with 
the previous domination of the 
two parties, both of which have 
historically drawn their support 
from the Pakhtun areas of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa.
The alliance consists of Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazal (JUIF), 
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), Jami-
at Ahle-e-Hadith, Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Pakistan-Noorani 
(JUPN) and Tehreek-e-Islami 
(TI). Ultimately the MMA will 
change the political scene after 
weighting the either side. 
Many people wondering, argu-
ing and inquiring the possible 
outcome of general elections 
2018, however accurate that 
perception is, a lot is at stake 
in the election. It seems one 
of the most chaotic elections 
in nature. No leader or party 
can dream to form a federal 
government without winning 
a good number of seats from 
Punjab province and two major 
Parties-PML-N and PTI are run-
ning parallel in this province. 
Since the province comprises 

the largest population among 
all the provinces so it is known 
as real battle ground for all 
political parties from where Pa-
kistan’s control is gained. The 
important facts about the poli-
tics of Punjab will play key role 
to understand Punjab politics 
which include the numbers in 
parliament that Punjab holds 
and which determine the for-
tunes of political parties and 
their leaders. Since Punjab 
is the centre of power, it 
will be the primary are-
na of contest in the next 
elections. In a hung par-
liament it will be difficult 
to decide important port-
folios, legislation, for-
mulation of policies and 
executing the set forth 
goals. Because, without 
a majority in parliament 
there is no guarantee 
the ruling party can de-
cide what it aims for and 
pass laws according to its 
ambitions and in the best 
national interest. 
Lord Norton, an expert 
on parliament put in these 
words “It’s [coalition gov-
ernment] clearly constrained 
- it can’t do what a govern-

ment with an overall majority 
can do”. Henceforth, such a 
government would lead to an 
uncertainty in the country with 
severe repercussions.
A sense of short-termism with 
governance constraints will per-
vade. Because a majority gov-
ernment can do what it wants 
but a coalition government 
has certain constraints. It will 
be under a constant pressure 
of being overthrown by other 
parties. The instability and cha-
os will prevail in the country, 

because, 
at that 
t ime 
the 

i n -
d i -
vidual 
political 
in te res t s 
would over-
shadow the 
national interest 
of the country. This 
would be fatal to our po-
litical, economic and social 
progress and prosperity. On ex-
ternal front, Pakistan will not be 
in a position to exert its strong 
influence, because, a domes-
tically unstable government 
could not successfully execute 
its strong foreign policy agen-
das. At this critical moment 
when regional realignments 
are at peak and our relations 
with US, India and Afghanistan 
are posing severe foreign poli-
cy challenges we need a strong 

na-
t i o n a l 
government.
The way forward in 
this regard is to give political 
awareness to the people and 
people of Pakistan can do this 
to give majority to the single 
party in votes. All citizens must 
cast their votes irrespective of 
their caste, family, or religious 
affiliations. 

Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif Asif Ali Zardari Imran Khan

President of Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PMLN) stands 
unparrallel in his vision, management skills and hardwork.
He is committed to transform Pakistan into progressive 
country.

Co-chairman Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), Asif Ali Zardari 
committs to transform Pakistan into modern and progres-
sive country and aims to fight armed religious fanatics from 
hijacking the state and society in the name of religion. 

Imran Khan, Chairman Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (Pakistan 
movement for justice) committs to make Pakistan an Islamic 
Welfare State and to end poverty in the country.

Bilal Hussain

Democracy is 
in the blood of 

Muslims, 
who look upon 

complete equal-
ity of mankind 
and believe in 

fraternity, 
equality and 

liberty.

Quaid-e-Azam

Election 2018: 
Coalition Government likely
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Manifestos Launched with 
Inclusive Policies

Institutions Playing Key Role to Ensure 
Transparent Polls 

Election Promises, Pledges Remain Largely Unfulfilled

Strengthen democracy 
Peace within and without country
Consolidating growth; Expand industrial base
Ensuring food security
Promoting regional trade

All the stake holders have expressed their 
resolve to hold free and fair elections in the 
country. In this regard the key institutions, the 
army, judiciary and the Election Commission 
of Pakistan are playing their role. 

This is the second consective election, which 
will ensure the democratic process and it will 
be the second time that security forces will per-
form responsibilities during elections going 
to be held on 25th of this month. There will 
be no direct involvement of security forces in 
voting process, but they will be deputed just 
to maintaining law and order situation during 
elections, which has been clarified by DG ISPR 
in his press talk. Pakistan Army will perform re-
sponsibilities as a rapid response force to en-

sure the secure conduct of general elections. 
Army personnel will be stationed for securing 
logistics and printing of ballot papers by the 
election commission. 
The judiciary’s role in transparent elections 
cannot be underscored. Its major decisions 
have led to disqualification of corrupt leaders 
and Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar has ex-
pressed that the Supreme Court will be playing 
its due role to ensure fair and free elections are 
held this year.
 “With the assistance of senior lawyers, we will 
examine the role of the apex court for ensur-
ing elections,” the CJP was quoted as saying. 
“The bureaucracy also has a key role for en-
suring fair and free elections. The officials will 
be shifted from one province to another before 
the elections,” he added.

The Election Commission of Pakistan for en-
suring free polls has decided to involve judicial 
officers as returning officers and district return-
ing officers in the next general polls.
The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
has proceeded to assign the roles of ROs and 
DROs to district, sessions, additional sessions, 
civil, and senior civil judges for the reason that 
previous officers were infamous for partial pol-
itics.
ECP has also issued code of conduct for se-

curity forces deputed for election duties. ECP 
had a perfect guideline in the shape of Election 
Commission Act with regard to security. The 
Army personnel will be deployed inside and 
outside the polling station. They will be bound 
to report any irregular activity in the polling 
station done by either by candidate, voter or 
even the ECP staff to returning officer. And if 
action is not taken against the complaint, they 
are bound to report this to their seniors.

Unfortunately for masses, many of the pledges 
and promises made by political parties during 
their election campaigns remain just a prom-
ise. Here is a run -down of the promises made 
in election 2013 by major parties:
Despite claims to have expertise in economic 
management, the PML-N’s latest government 
managed to achieve only 20% of its macro-
economic promises it made in election 2013, 
revealed a study conducted by the Institute of 
Policy Reforms (IPR).
On the other hand, Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) achieved 20% of its target in education 
and 33% in health in Sindh. PTI has always 
portrayed itself as the party of change and 
has claimed to offer new ideas and a fresh 
approach. The question surrounding the party 
has always been if it could follow through on 
its promises. The study reviewed manifestos 
of three major political parties during election 
2013, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), PPP and 

PML-N. “In five years, each of the three po-
litical parties delivered about one-quarter of 
what they had promised in 2013,” revealed 
the study.
All parties seem to have stumbled, as by 2016 
the national literacy and enrolment rates had 
witnessed a drop in Pakistan. The situation is 
not much different for other sectors. Soft and 
physical infrastructure development was most-
ly well behind needs, except for favoured proj-
ects. Promises to reduce cost of doing business 
did not materialise. During the five years, Paki-
stan’s rank dropped in the World Bank’s Eas-
ing of Doing Business Report and stayed low 
in UNDP’s Human Development Index. Both 
are key indicators of economic development.
Although the PML-N did manage to increase 
power generation, it did not address power 
policy and governance weaknesses. Similarly, 
PPP handed over land to over 4,000 landless 
peasants and made good on its promise for 
labour rights. The successful tree plantation 
and progress in health services were some 
achievements made by PTI.
However, these gains fall far short of what the 
parties had proposed.
The manifestos need to be translated into 
policies, programmes or projects as soon as 

parties assume power. “It is not clear if par-
ties were realistic in setting targets. There is no 
effort to relate manifesto ideals to available fi-
nancial and institutional resources.”
Again, on 25 July, elections 2018 are going to 
be held. In this regard major three parties, PTI, 
PML-N, and PPP have presented their party 
manifestos. Although the manifestos look very 
comprehensive but lack comprehensive strate-
gy or any need to prioritise. It is also unlucky 
for any government to deliver on everything, 
hence a strategy can help decision makers pri-
oritise and sequence. 
For the PML-N, which launched its own mani-
festo last week, the promise is to deliver more 
of the same. The manifesto certainly has some 
brave policy proposals, such as suggesting an 
improvement in ties with India and focusing 
even more than before on China.
 But given the many hurdles the party seems 
to be facing this election season, it is an open 
question if it will ever have the opportunity to 
implement its ideas. The PTI, meanwhile, is be-
lieved to hold the upper hand in the run-up 
to the polls. Thus, its manifesto matters even 
more than that of other parties, which is filled 
with the same Naya Pakistan sloganeering.
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Human development 
Economic uplift
Corruption eradication
Strengthening the federation

Bhook Mitao Program
Boost economic growth for healthcare and education
Provision of clean drinking water
Invest in youth, working class, women and children
Deepen democracy and freedom of speech

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) Manifesto.

Vote Ko Izzat Do

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 
Manifesto.

Roti, Kapra, Aur Makan

Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Manifsto.

Do Nahi Aik Pakistan
Ishrat Begum
Ishrat Begum from Bara Majwar is contest-
ing elections from NA 167 Bahawalnagar 
against the mighty leaders including PML-N  
candidate former MNA Mian Alamdad La-
lika, former MNA Ijaz ul Haque, PPP s can-
didate Syed Fazal Mehmood Shah and PTI 
s candidate Mian Mumtaz Ahmed for the 
first time.

Shahreen Khalid
Shahreen Khalid, an independent candi-
date contesting from NA 174 Bahawalpur, 
will be contesting against PTI s candidate 
Makhdoom Sami ul hassan, PPP s candi-
date Makhdoom Syed Hasan Gillani and 
Nawab of Bahwalpur Prince Bahawal Ab-
bas and no woman has ever dared contest 
elections from these areas.

Azra Baden
Azra Baden, from Jatoi an underprivileged 
area of Muzaffargarh is contesting as an 
independent candidate against PTI s leader 
former minister Muazzam khan jatoi and 
former MNA Syed Basit Sultan Bukhari.

Kulsoom Khaliq
Kalsoom Khaliq, contesting from NA 188 
Layyah belongs to Muhalla Ibrahimabad, 
Housing one Layyah. Although she has 
served as a journalist in Layyah, this is her 
first chance as a political candidate. Against 
her are some powerful candidates as in PTI  
candidate and former MNA Niaz Ahmed, 
PMLN s Syed Saqlain Bukhari and PPP s 
candidate Muhammad Ramzan.

Jugnu Mohsin
Jugnu Mohsin, a bold and respectable lady 
from district Okara has also defied political 
participation as an independent candidate 
against former Provincial minister Raza Ali 
Gillani. She s the first ever female to contest 
elections from this constituency.

Zartaj Gul Wazir
Zartaj Gul Wazir is contesting election as 
a Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf candidate (PTI) 
from NA-191 Dera Ghazi Khan. Zartaj Gul 
Akhwand is very active woman politician 
in PTI. She is member of PTI’s Core Com-
mittee and she also served as President of 
Punjab Woman Wing in PTI. Overall Zartaj 
Gul Wazir is one of the most beautiful and 
talented female politicians in Pakistan.

Hamida Shahid
Hamida Shahid, contesting from Dir KPK 
10 on PTI ticket is another such example of 
bravery because in 2013 elections, there 
was a restriction on women casting vote 
from this area. Hamida Shahid contesting 
elections under such circumstances is liter-
ally amazing.

Ayesha Kayani

Aneela Riazuddin

Bilal Hussain
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Election Campaign 2018
NA-53: Imran Khan

NA-61: Aamer Mehmood Kiani

NA-70: Qamar Zaman Kaira

NA-129: Sardar Ayaz Sadiq

NA-73: Usman Dar

NA-78: Abrar ul Haq

NA-78: Ahsan Iqbal

NA-124: Hamza Shahbaz Sharif

NA-206: Syed Khurshid Ahmed Shah
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Gallup Pakistan (national), 
Pulse Consultant (national) 
and IPOR (provincial) polls 
show that PML-N remains 
the preferred party among 
voters in the largest province, 
but PTI has gained ground 
and narrowed the gap sig-
nificantly. PTI remains the 
dominant party for voters in 
KPK, while PPP is ahead in 
Sindh. In Balochistan, there 
is a three-party mix. Nation-
ally polled respondent in the 
Gallup poll shows PML-N 
ahead, while the PTI has tak-

en the lead in the Pulse sur-
vey. Undecided voters to play 
decisive role in polls.
Two nationally and one pro-
vincially conducted polls 
have found voter preference 
in Punjab, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Sindh to have 
remained unchanged, stay-
ing with the same political 
parties elected to power in 
2013. In Balochistan, voter 
preference varies between 
polls. On the national level, 
polls show that the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has 
gained ground on the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz. 
The Pulse survey reveals that 
the PTI is the preferred party 
for voters across the country.
Surveys also found that unde-

cided voters have emerged 
as a key battleground for 
political parties. Gallup poll 
shows this group to be at 
20% as compared with 26% 
of respondents who would 
vote for the PML-N and 25% 
for the PTI at the national lev-
el. In the Pulse poll, the un-
decided voter group stands 
at 9% forming the fourth 
largest block after PTI at 
30%, PML-N at 27% and PPP 
at 17%. As far as provincial 
following is concerned, the 
polls revealed that PML-N 
remains the preferred party 
among voters in the largest 
province. However, PTI has 
gained momentum and nar-
rowed the gap with the pas-
sage of time.

IPOR poll, which focused 
only on Punjab, found 51 
per cent of respondents vot-
ing for the PML-N while 30 
per cent confirming their vote 
for the PTI. 5 per cent of the 
respondents selected the PPP 
for 2018 polls.
PTI remains the dominant 
party for voters in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP), while PPP is 
ahead in Sindh. Both Gallup 
and Pulse converged that PTI 
could sweep the provincial 
seats in KP with 57 per cent 
support. PML-N and JUI-F 
were found to have lesser 
supporters than PTI.
In Balochistan, there is a 
mixed support of three par-
ties – PPP, MMA/JUI-F/PTI. 
PPP is the preferred party for 

voters in Balochistan in the 
Pulse survey. MMA and JUI-F 
are ahead of other parties, 
according to Gallup.
The PPP remained the most 
preferred party in Sindh in 
both Gallup and Pulse polls. 
They found no change in 
voter preference for the par-
ty from 2017 as 44 per cent 

of the voters still expressed 
that they would vote for the 
party. The PTI’s popularity 
among voters changed very 
little while 4 per cent said 
they would be voting for the 
PML-N in the province. The 
surveys concluded that the 
people of Sindh have re-
mained loyal to the PPP.

With the general elections 
just a few days away, the ugly 
head of terrorism has once 
again reared to sabotage the 
democratic process.
With all the institutions are 
playing their due role for 
smooth democratic transition 
of the government for the 

second time in the history of 
Pakistan, the anti-state actors 
have started targeting meet-
ings, rallies, and convoys of 
candidates in KP (Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa) and Baluchistan.
Now, when the elections are 
less than two weeks away, 
terrorists have almost killed 
more than 150 people in-
cluding the political candi-
dates. 
The first attack that reported-
ly involved a bomb planted 
on a motorcycle hit the MMA 

(Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal) 
leader Shiren Malik in Ban-
nu. Shiren Malik along with 
six other people was injured. 
The victims were then taken 
to DHQ hospital Bannu.
The second brutal terrorist 
incident took place when a 
suicide bomber hit the polit-
ical gathering of ANP (Awa-
mi National Party) candidate 
Haroon Bilour in Peshawar 
on July 10. The attack result-
ed in the martyrdom of 22 
people among which one 

was PK-78 leader Haroon 
Bilour. Sadly, Haroon’s fa-
ther Bashir Bilour who was a 
senior ANP leader was also 
martyred in a suicide attack 
in 2012. Political parties 
from Pakistan condemned 
this suicide attack. PPP leader 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari also 
suspended the campaigning 
for elections 2018 for one 
day.
Another MMA leader Akram 
Khan Durrani who is con-
testing from NA-35 Bannu 

became the target of the ter-
rorists. The politician luckily 
survived the attack, but four 
other people were martyred 
as a result of it.
The worst attack that took 
away more than 128 pre-
cious lives targeted BNP (Ba-
lochistan Awami Party) leader 
Nawazada Siraj Raisani. This 
suicide attack that martyred 
Siraj Raisani, the youngest 
brother of former Chief Min-
ister Baluchistan Aslam Rai-
sani ran a wave of mourning 

in the entire country. The de-
ceased was to contest from 
NA-35 Mastung. According 
to media reports, Raisani’s 
14 years old son had also 
lost his life in a 2011 suicide 
attack that also took place in 
Mastung.
In order to get rid of these 
remnants of terror, there is 
a need of cohesion between 
the government, the security 
agencies and also the polit-
ical parties.

PMLN-PTI
Fighting For Punjab

Uzma Khaliq

Ch. Arslan

Anti-State Elements Sabotaging Democratic Process
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