
Russia’s President Vladi-
mir Putin tried to lighten 
the mood at a post-summit 
news conference with US 
President Donald Trump 
on Monday by giving him a 
World Cup football which 
was made in Pakistan, as per 
reports.
Trump had congratulated 
Putin on Russia’s successful 
hosting of  the competition, 
which came to a climax on 
Sunday a day before the 
Helsinki summit. Facing a 
barrage of  questions about 
the war in Syria and Russia’s 
alleged role in Trump’s 2016 
election victory, both men 
broke into brief  smiles as 
the Kremlin chief  handed 
over the souvenir.
“Speaking about having the 
ball in our court in Syria,” 
Putin said, in an awkward 
change of  subject. “Presi-
dent Trump has just men-
tioned that we’ve success-
fully concluded the football 
World Cup.

“Speaking of  football, actu-
ally, Mr President, I will give 
the ball to you and now the 
ball is in your court. All the 
more as the United States 
will host the World Cup in 
2026.” Trump cheerfully 
returned the compliment, 
saying he hoped the United 
States would host an equally 
successful competition, and 
promised to give the ball to 
his 12-year-old son Barron.
Pakistan remained the of-
ficial football provider for 
FIFA World Cup.
The Adidas Telstar 18 
which was the official match 
ball of  the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup was produced 
in Sialkot. The exchange 
appeared to amuse the two 
leaders but it did not go 
down so well back in Wash-
ington, where many figures 
from both sides of  the po-
litical spectrum felt Trump 
had been too trusting of  
Putin’s denials of  covert in-
terference

Putin presents Trump 
Pakistan made World 
Cup football

Pakistan on Tuesday sub-
mitted its reply in the In-
ternational Court of  Justice 
(ICJ) regarding convicted 
Indian spy Kulbhushan Jad-
hav case.
According to diplomatic 
sources, Pakistan has re-
sponded to all Indian reser-
vations in its rejoinder.
Media Report, citing dip-
lomatic sources, said Paki-
stan’s reply was submitted 
by Foreign Office Director 
India Dr Fareha Bugti, who 
is in The Hague for the 

purpose. Dr Bugti had also 
submitted Pakistan’s count-
er-pleading in December 
last year.
Sources said 400-page re-
joinder submitted by Paki-
stan answered all the Indian 
reservations. The rejoinder 
was prepared by a team of  
legal experts led by Attor-
ney General.
India had gone to the ICJ to 
halt the execution of  Jadhav 
in Pakistan.
Commander Jadhav — an 
on-duty Indian navy officer 
working for Indian covert 
agency Research and Anal-
ysis Wing (RAW) — was 
arrested on March 3, 2016, 
from Balochistan, after he 
entered into Pakistan from 
Iran

Pakistan submits  
rejoinder on Kulbhushan 
Jadhav’s case in ICJAfghanistan assures 

security cooperation
Afghanistan’s President Dr 
Ashraf  Ghani telephoned Army 
Chief  Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa 
and assured him of  the provision 
of  “enhanced border security mea-
sures” on Afghan side to assist 
Pakistan’s law enforcement and 
security forces during the time of  
elections, military’s spokesperson 
said. According to Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) chief  Maj 
Gen Ghafoor, the Afghan presi-
dent called the army chief  to con-
dole the loss of  lives in recent ter-
ror incidents in Pakistan. He also 
assured assistance to Pakistan’s 
security forces during the election 
period. President Ghani also called 
Prime Minister Nasirul Mulk and 
condemned recent terror attacks 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Ba-
lochistan. He expressed sorrow 
over the loss of  innocent lives in 
attacks on election rallies. During 
the conversation, PM Mulk said 
the attacks were an effort to derail 

the democratic process. “The care-
taker government is determined 
to ensure timely conduct of  elec-
tions” The two figures also agreed 
to jointly work for defeating com-
mon enemies in the region. Ghani 

also had a telephonic conversation 
with Chief  of  Army Staff  (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, 
during which he extended his con-
dolences on the loss of  innocent 
lives in recent terror attacks in Pa-
kistan. 
On Saturday, Secretary-General of  
the United Nations (UN) António 
Guterres also strongly condemned 
the attacks targeting political ral-
lies and candidates in Pakistan. 
“The secretary-general extends 
his heartfelt condolences to the 
families of  the victims and to the 
government and people of  Paki-
stan,” read the statement issued by 
the deputy spokesman of  Secre-
tary-General Guterres.  It said that 
the UN stood in solidarity with and 
supported the efforts of  the Gov-
ernment of  Pakistan in the fight 
against terrorism

China extending support 
to its all-weather ally Paki-
stan with an aim to count-
er any external maritime 
threat is building eight sub-
marines for Pakistan to en-
sure a tough competition 
to the Indian Navy in the 
Indian Ocean, as per me-
dia reports. At a time when 
instances of  Indian troops 
infiltrating into the Chinese 
territory is also not new, 
the submarines will add to 
Pakistan’s strength and are 
likely to be a headache for 
the Indian Navy. According 
to the local media, under 
the Project Hangor, China’s 
shipbuilding industry will 
soon give these submarines 
to Pakistan. The acquisition 
of  new submarines from 
China is a part of  Pakistan’s 
effort to increase its capabil-

ities in underwater warfare.
The new addition will in-
crease Pakistan’s submarine 
arsenal to 18, while at pres-
ent the country possesses 
10 submarines. The latest 
development comes when 
China and Pakistan are busy 
building the strategic $50 
billion China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC). 
Just days ago, Pakistan 
launched two indigenous-
ly-built satellites from Chi-
na’s Jiuquan Satellite Centre 
to meet its imagery require-
ments in land mapping 
and natural disaster man-
agement. Pakistan Remote 
Sensing Satellite-1 (PRSS-1) 
and Pakistan Technology 
Evaluation Satellite-1A (Pa-
kTES-1A) were launched 
through Long March-2C 
rocket, at 0857 hours (PST), 
from a satellite centre lo-
cated in Northwest China. 
The 1,200 kg PRSS-1 and 

the 285 kg PakTES-1A sat-
ellites would operate at an 
altitude of  640 km and 610 
km, respectively and would 
also enable the country in 
agriculture classification and 
assessment, urban and rural 
planning and water resource 
management. It is being 
said that the PRSS-1 will be 
used for land and resources 
surveying, monitoring natu-

ral disasters, agriculture re-
search, and urban construc-
tion and providing remote 
sensing information for the 
CPEC under the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) of  the 
Chinese government. 
The CPEC is a network of  
infrastructure projects that 
are currently under con-
struction throughout Paki-
stan that will connect Chi-

na’s Xinjiang province with 
the Gwadar Port in Paki-
stan’s Balochistan province, 
giving China an opening to 
the Arabian Sea. The satel-
lite can turn at wide angles 
to enable the cameras to 
cover a wider range. The 
PRSS-1 has an information 
security design, and the data 
can be encrypted

China building eight 
submarines for Pakistan

Turkey’s state of  emergen-
cy, imposed after the failed 
2016 coup, came to an end 
on Thursday after two years 
in force that saw tens of  
thousands arrested and dis-
missed from their jobs, as 
per media reports.
The emergency, declared 
by President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on July 20, 2016, 
five days after the botched 

putsch, came to an end at 
1:00 am on Thursday after 
the government opted for 
it not to be extended again 
after seven three month re-
newals. The measure, which 
normally lasts three months 
but was extended seven 
times, ended at 1:00 am 
on Thursday (2200 GMT 
Wednesday), the state-run 
Anadolu news agency said, 
after the government decid-

ed not to ask that it be ex-
tended for an eighth time.
The state of  emergency 
saw the detention of  some 
80,000 people and about 
double that number sacked 
from jobs in public insti-
tutions. The biggest purge 
of  Turkey’s modern history 
has targeted not just alleged 
supporters of  Fethullah Gu-
len, the US-based preacher 
blamed for the coup, but 
also Kurdish activists and 
leftists.

But the opposition has been 
angered by the government’s 
submission of  new legisla-
tion to parliament that ap-
parently seeks to formalise 
some of  the harshest aspects 
of  the emergency.
The bill, dubbed “anti-ter-
ror” legislation by pro-gov-
ernment media, will be dis-
cussed at commission level 
on Thursday and then in 
plenary session on Monday.
The main opposition Re-
publican People’s Party 

(CHP) said the new mea-
sures would amount to 
a state of  emergency on 
their own. Erdogan says it 
is necessary to have a more 
efficient government, but 
the opposition claims it has 
placed Turkey squarely un-
der one-man rule.
“The end of  the state of  
emergency does not mean 
our fight against terror is go-
ing to come to an end,” said 
Justice Minister Abdulhamit 
Gul

Turkey ends 2-year state of  emergency
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Pakistan and Iran have pledged to fur-
ther deepen their military cooperation, 
which would have a positive impact on 
peace and security in the region.
Chief  of  the Army Staff  Gen Qamar 
Javed Bajwa met with Iranian Chief  of  
General Staff  Maj Gen Mohammad Ba-
gheri, who called on him along with a del-
egation at GHQ on Monday (16th July). 
The top Iranian commander’s three-day 
trip is being attached with great impor-
tance because bilateral military exchang-
es between Pakistan and Iran have been 
very rare due to the mutual mistrust that 
kept them divided till recently. Gen Ba-

gheri visited caretaker Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Hussain Haroon at the foreign 
ministry and then went to the General 
Headquarters (GHQ) for a meeting with 
army chief  Gen Qamar Bajwa. 
The public affairs division of  Pakistan 
military said Gen Bajwa underscored 
the need for intensification of  mili-
tary-to-military cooperation and not-
ed that such cooperation would have a 
“positive impact on peace and security 
in the region”. Reciprocating Gen Ba-
jwa’s offer, the visiting Iranian com-
mander “pled ged to keep working for 
better relations between the two broth-

erly countries”, said the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR).Gen Bajwa is 
believed to be the architect of  improve-
ment in Pakistan-Iran ties particularly 
the military relations. Last year he had 
made an unprecedented visit to Iran 
setting the stage for improved coopera-

tion. Later, Chief  of  the General Staff  
Lt Gen Bilal Akbar visited the country 
in June. As the improvement in military 
relations was predicated on the basis of  
border security cooperation, discussion 
on border management was also on top 
of  agenda during Gen Bagheri’s meeting 
with Gen Bajwa. Another key issue on 
the agenda of  their meeting was regional 
security. The journey towards improve-
ment in military ties had not been free 
of  irritants and problems but both the 
countries worked together to overcome 
those challenges and prevented nascent 
cooperation from falling apart, a diplo-
matic source said. Recently the Iranian 
spymaster was in Islamabad to attend a 
rare meeting of  the spy chiefs of  the re-
gional countries that involved Pakistan, 
Russia and China. The meeting report-
edly focused on the threat posed by the 
growing footprint of  the militant Islamic 
State group in Afghanistan. Mr Haroon 
during his meeting with the Iranian com-
mander expressed Pakistan’s desire for 
strengthening cooperation with Iran for 
the benefit of  both countries and ensur-
ing peace and stability in the region. He 
also appreciated the Iranian leadership’s 
strong and consistent support on the is-
sue of  Kashmir.

EU fines Google $5.1 bn in Android antitrust case
European authorities fined Google a record $5.1 billion on Wednesday for 
abusing its power in the mobile phone market and ordered the company to alter 
its practices, in one of  the most aggressive regulatory actions against Ameri-
can technology giants and one that may force lasting changes to smartphones. 
“Google has used Android as a vehicle to cement the dominance of  its search 
engine,” said Margrethe Vestager, Europe’s antitrust chief. “These practices 
have denied rivals the chance to innovate and compete on the merits. They 
have denied European consumers the benefits of  effective competition in the 
important mobile sphere.”

Rohingya refugees want to 
return to Myanmar as citizens

Addressing Challenge of  
Water Scarcity in Pakistan

Myanmar´s Rohingya 
refugees have told a UN 
envoy who visited their 
camp in Bangladesh this 
week that they will re-
turn home if  it is safe 
and if  they are granted 
citizenship rights, a UN 
statement said Tuesday, 
as per reports. UN envoy 
for Myanmar, Christine 
Schraner Burgener, met 
the Muslim Rohingya 
in Cox´s Bazar during a 
three-day visit to Bangla-
desh from July 14 to 16, 
just weeks after holding 
talks with Myanmar´s 
leaders on the refugee 
crisis.
The envoy “heard from 
the people accounts of  
unimaginable atrocities 
committed in Rakhine 
State,” said a UN state-
ment. “Despite these seri-
ous violations of  human 
rights, they expressed to 

the envoy their hope to 
return home if  securi-
ty could be guaranteed 
and citizenship could 
be provided,” it added. 
More than 700,000 eth-

nic Rohingya have fled 
an offensive by Myanmar 
troops launched nearly a 
year ago in reprisal for at-
tacks on border posts by 
Rohingya rebels.
UN rights officials have 

documented allegations 
of  mass killings, rape 
and torching of  villages 
at the hands of  Myan-
mar´s military, which 
the Myanmar authorities 
have denied. The United 
States, Britain and France 
as well as the United Na-
tions have described the 
military campaign as eth-
nic cleansing.
Schraner Burgener, who 
was appointed in April, 
said Bangladesh needs 
more international aid 
to host the Rohingya 
and tackle the risk of  
landslides from mon-
soons that have already 
killed 12 people near the 
camps. The envoy will 
deliver her first briefing 
to the Security Council 
on Monday, which will 
be held behind closed 
doors.

Water scarcity have eco-
nomic and social impacts 
on developing countries 
and Pakistan is an agrari-
an nation which requires 
vast water reserves. Ac-
cording to the reports 
presented by United 
Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) and 
the Pakistan Council of  
Research in Water Re-
sources (PCRWR), our 
country will reach utter 
water shortage by the 
year 2025. International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
mentioned in one of  its 
reports that Pakistan po-
sitions third in the world 
among countries front-
ing severe water scarcity. 
Our land is fourth-largest 
water user in the globe 
and its water concentra-
tion rate (the quantity of  
water in cubic meters uti-
lized per unit of  GDP) 
is the uppermost among 
all. It proposes that no 
state’s economy is more 
water demanding than 
Pakistan’s.
Goal six in the list of  
the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) is 
to safeguard accessibility 
and viable management 
of  water & cleanliness 
for all, water use effica-
cy, and integrated water 
resources administration. 
In coordination with 
SDGs, Pakistan’s vision 
2025 states the concerns 
regarding water security 
and objectives of  im-
proving water storage 
capacity, increasing agri-
cultural productivity by 
20 percent, and making 
the availability of  hygien-

ic drinking water certain 
to all citizens.
Population growth and 
development are the key 
causes behind the predic-
ament. The problem has 
also been intensified by 
poor water administra-
tion, climate change and 
an absence of  political 
determination to handle 
the situation. Water in-
sufficiency is also initi-
ating security clashes in 
the state. Pakistan gets 
around 145 million acre 
feet of  water yearly but 
can only save 13.7 million 
acre feet. Our hesitancy 
to give water a status of  
economic commodity 
and poor recognition of  
the ecological fears allied 
with existing practices 

have directed us in the di-
rection of  this disastrous 
condition.
The state water policy 
must be established upon 
two critical essentials 
i.e., water development 
and water management 
strategies. The water de-
velopment plan must be 
mainly constructed upon 
building of  new storage 
reservoirs while the water 
management approach 
must assist in decreasing 
the current losses. When 
the water catastrophe 
is debated, the manage-
ment and construction 
of  dams are discussed. 
But, the fact is that the 
already established dams 
are being mishandled. 
The mega dams of  Pa-

kistan at Tarbela and 
Mangla are 40 years old 
and their storage volume 
is deteriorating because 
of  two major reasons 
i.e., silting and sedimen
tation. Construction 
of  new dams as well as 
management of  existing 
storage facilities are in
dispensable for all of  us. 
Water losses must be re
duced by lining of  canals, 
water channels and dis
tributaries. Over-pump
ing of  underground wa
ter and over-irrigation 
activities must be con
trolled. The water-use 
efficiency of  the crops 
must be enhanced by 
substituting conventional 
agriculture with conser
vative agriculture. Water 

use efficient methods of  
irrigation like Drip, Basin 
and Sprinkler irrigation 
must be implemented. 
National Action Plan 
must be articulated for 
cautious consumption 
of  available water. Better 
commitment of  various 
stakeholders is mandato
ry at the local level in wa
ter management and the 
capacity-building of  lo
cal organizations. Wom
en have been recognized 
to be significant change 
fabricators in areas of  
conservation initiatives; 
consequently, women 
should be involved at ev
ery level. 
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High Representative of  the European 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy Federica Mogherini declined US 
Secretary of  State Mike Pompeo’s demand 
on isolating Iran.
Addressing a press conference following 
the Foreign Affairs Council, Mogherini 
said 28 EU member states have reviewed 
blocking US sanctions against European 
firms. ‘We will consider all ways to contin-
ue cooperation with Iran,’ she added. ‘We 
are determined to preserve Iran Deal. We 
believe this is absolutely in our security in-
terest. We believe it’s in the security interest 
of  the region and of  the world,” Mogher-
ini was quoted by European External Ac-
tion Service (EEAS) as saying. The EU 
vowed to fight to preserve the Iran nuclear 
deal after the US withdrawal, one of  many 
points of  US-European contention.
To a question whether Iran will be left to 
choose whether to accept to implement 
the agreement or not, she said, “The set 

of  measures we have been putting in place 
both at the European Union level, at Mem-
ber States’ level and at third countries’ level 
and that we have discussed in Vienna last 6 
July seemed to be, to me but also to all of  
us including, I believe, the Iranian counter-
parts, an interesting set of  measures that 
can allow us to guarantee that Iran contin-
ues to benefit from the economic benefits 
coming from the implementation of  the 
agreement as it has always been foreseen 
by the agreement itself. So, I do not see this 
reply as bringing anything new to the work 
we are doing.”
The move came as the Financial Times re-
ported that the Trump administration has 
rejected an EU call for an exemption from 
US sanctions on companies operating in 
Iran.
Mogherini conceded it will be a tough bat-
tle to preserve the Iran nuclear agreement, 
which Trump’s predecessor Barack Obama 
sealed with Iran along with Britain, France 

and Germany as well as Russia and China. 
“It is a difficult exercise because the weight 
of  the US in the global economy and the 
financial system is obviously relevant,” 
the former Italian foreign minister said. 
French carmaker Renault, which does not 
sell cars in the US, has said it will remain in 
Iran despite the sanctions
US President Donald Trump announced 
on May 8 that Washington was walking 
away from the nuclear agreement. Trump 
also said he would reinstate the US nuclear 
sanctions on Iran and impose “the high-
est level” of  economic bans on the Islamic 
Republic. Under the JCPOA, Iran under-
took to put limits on its nuclear program in 
exchange for the removal of  nuclear-relat-
ed sanctions imposed against Tehran. Ear-
lier Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif  in a Twitter message dismissed 
US unilateralism, saying the Iran nuclear 
deal is still a triumph of  multilateral diplo-
macy.

EU rejects US demands on isolating Iran

Canada is all set to host the first meet-
ing of  women foreign ministers in Sep-
tember, officials said on Wednesday. 
The meeting will take place in Montre-
al on September 21 and 22 while the 
UN General Assembly is underway in 
New York, Canada´s foreign ministry 
spokesman Adam Austen said. The 
event will be hosted by Canada´s For-
eign Minister Chrystia Freeland, along 
with the European Union´s foreign 
policy chief  Federica Mogherini, ac-
cording to a statement by the EU.

Canada to host first 
female Foreign 
Ministers meeting

The Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) on Thursday warned that se-
curity alerts which are being attributed 
to the army’s media wing are fake. “No 
such alerts are issued by the ISPR,” the 
statement issued by the military said. 
“Such propaganda is an attempt to cre-
ate confusion and harassment.” The 
ISPR directed citizens to watch out for 
any other such attempt through fake 
calls. “For any clarification in future 
please verify the news from the ISPR’s 
official website,” it read.

ISPR warns against 
‘fake’ security threats

A flight school in Saudi Arabia is open-
ing its doors for women, following the 
end of  a decades-long driving ban in 
the deeply conservative Muslim coun-
try where many social restrictions are 
easing. Oxford Aviation Academy, a 
leading trainer and crew recruiter, has 
already received applications from hun-
dreds of  women hoping to start lessons 
in September at a new branch in the 
eastern city of  Dammam. “People used 
to travel abroad (to study aviation), 
which was difficult for women more 
than men,” said applicant Dalal Yashar, 
who aspires to work as a civil pilot.

Saudi aviation academy 
to train first female pilot

Facebook on Wednesday built on its 
campaign to prevent the platform 
from being used to spread dangerous 
misinformation, saying it will remove 
bogus posts likely to spark violence, as 
per media reports said. The new tactic 
being spread through the global social 
network was tested in Sri Lanka, which 
was recently rocked by inter-religious 
friction over false information posted 
on the world’s leading online social net-
work. Spokesman said, during a policy 
briefing that “There are certain forms 
of  misinformation that have contribut-
ed to physical harm, and we are making 
a policy change which will enable us to 
take that type of  content down,” 

Facebook cracks down 
on bogus posts inciting 
violence

Pakistan-Iran vow to improve 
military ties

News
Updates

 



Special Edition

The three major parties,  
Pakistan-Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI),  
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) and Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP) are locked in an  
intense battle, with few days 
left in the general elections, but 
none of them are likely to form 
a majority and would have to 
go for a coalition government.  

For formation of government, 
a party needs 172 members 
of National Assembly out of 
total 342 in the house. If not a 
single party gets this strength 
in parliament it will be a hung 
parliament. The possible sce-
narios may be among three 
major political parties, PML-N, 
PTI and PPP. The other factors 
in the form of Muttahida Maj-
lis-e-Amal (MMA) and indepen-
dents can also play a key role in 
this regard. 
Independent candidates are 

dominating the parliamentary 
seats nomination for the up-
coming general election, ac-
cording to the documents re-
leased by Election Commission 

of Pakistan.
11, 855 candidates are con-
testing for 849 seats of provin-
cial and national assemblies, of 
which more than 6,000 candi-
dates are independent while 
political parties have fielded 
more than 5,500 candidates 
for the polls. Position of one 
of the main political party Pa-
kistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) has weakened due 
to the disqualification of its 
chief Nawaz Sharif on the or-
ders of Supreme Court due to  
suspicious financial dealings 
and corruption.
With corruption scandals hov-
ering over the party, and dis-
qualification of its chief, several 
senior ministers such as Kha-
waja Asif have been disquali-
fied, while other ministers are 
still being investigated. PML(N) 
are also losing a huge amount 
of electable candidates to PTI. 
Demands for a new province 
in South Punjab have led to a 
large amount of sitting PM-
L(N) MNAs to leave the party 
and join PTI, which has ex-
pressed that they will create a 
new province in South Punjab 
on an administrative basis. Al-
though Shahbaz Sharif, former 
Chief Minister Punjab and also 
brother of Nawaz Sharif, has 
been handed over the reigns of 
the party, but still it has failed 
to make its ground to form a 
government with majority. PPP’s 
support base is relatively un-
hinged, but some of their elect-
able candidates have joined 
PTI, and the formation of the 
GDA in Sindh means that they 
are bound to lose some seats in 
interior Sindh, though they may 
make some gains in Karachi 
due to the MQM breaking up. 
Due to their past performance, 
the PPP is unlikely to get enough 
votes in Punjab and KPK to form 
a government in center. Howev-
er, the Pakistan People’s party 
can play a key role soon after 
elections in forming a coalition 
government.
With PML-N and PPP losing their 
ground, the main opposition 
party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(Pakistan Movement for Jus-
tice), led by Imran Khan looks 
to be in a stronger position than 

it was a year ago. Imran Khan 
has been able to captivate the 
youth and the elite class to a 
certain extent and his emphasis 
on “No Corruption” has made 
him a popular leader amongst 
the masses. Another factor 
which has emerged some long 
before and is looking crucial for 
such alliance stands Muttahida 
Majlis-e-Amal (MMA). The Mut-
tahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), 
an alliance of religious political 
parties, has been revived in an-
ticipation of the 2018 general 
elections, a key factor in coali-
tion government indeed. 
The latest incarnation of MMA, 
with JUIF’s Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman as its chairperson and 
JI’s Liaqat Baloch as its gener-
al secretary, is in keeping with 
the previous domination of the 
two parties, both of which have 
historically drawn their support 
from the Pakhtun areas of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa.
The alliance consists of Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazal (JUIF), 
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), Jami-
at Ahle-e-Hadith, Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Pakistan-Noorani 
(JUPN) and Tehreek-e-Islami 
(TI). Ultimately the MMA will 
change the political scene after 
weighting the either side. 
Many people wondering, argu-
ing and inquiring the possible 
outcome of general elections 
2018, however accurate that 
perception is, a lot is at stake 
in the election. It seems one 
of the most chaotic elections 
in nature. No leader or party 
can dream to form a federal 
government without winning 
a good number of seats from 
Punjab province and two major 
Parties-PML-N and PTI are run-
ning parallel in this province. 
Since the province comprises 

the largest population among 
all the provinces so it is known 
as real battle ground for all 
political parties from where Pa-
kistan’s control is gained. The 
important facts about the poli-
tics of Punjab will play key role 
to understand Punjab politics 
which include the numbers in 
parliament that Punjab holds 
and which determine the for-
tunes of political parties and 
their leaders. Since Punjab 
is the centre of power, it 
will be the primary are-
na of contest in the next 
elections. In a hung par-
liament it will be difficult 
to decide important port-
folios, legislation, for-
mulation of policies and 
executing the set forth 
goals. Because, without 
a majority in parliament 
there is no guarantee 
the ruling party can de-
cide what it aims for and 
pass laws according to its 
ambitions and in the best 
national interest. 
Lord Norton, an expert 
on parliament put in these 
words “It’s [coalition gov-
ernment] clearly constrained 
- it can’t do what a govern-

ment with an overall majority 
can do”. Henceforth, such a 
government would lead to an 
uncertainty in the country with 
severe repercussions.
A sense of short-termism with 
governance constraints will per-
vade. Because a majority gov-
ernment can do what it wants 
but a coalition government 
has certain constraints. It will 
be under a constant pressure 
of being overthrown by other 
parties. The instability and cha-
os will prevail in the country, 

because, 
at that 
t ime 
the 

i n -
d i -
vidual 
political 
in te res t s 
would over-
shadow the 
national interest 
of the country. This 
would be fatal to our po-
litical, economic and social 
progress and prosperity. On ex-
ternal front, Pakistan will not be 
in a position to exert its strong 
influence, because, a domes-
tically unstable government 
could not successfully execute 
its strong foreign policy agen-
das. At this critical moment 
when regional realignments 
are at peak and our relations 
with US, India and Afghanistan 
are posing severe foreign poli-
cy challenges we need a strong 

na-
t i o n a l 
government.
The way forward in 
this regard is to give political 
awareness to the people and 
people of Pakistan can do this 
to give majority to the single 
party in votes. All citizens must 
cast their votes irrespective of 
their caste, family, or religious 
affiliations. 

Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif Asif Ali Zardari Imran Khan

President of Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PMLN) stands 
unparrallel in his vision, management skills and hardwork.
He is committed to transform Pakistan into progressive 
country.

Co-chairman Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), Asif Ali Zardari 
committs to transform Pakistan into modern and progres-
sive country and aims to fight armed religious fanatics from 
hijacking the state and society in the name of religion. 

Imran Khan, Chairman Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (Pakistan 
movement for justice) committs to make Pakistan an Islamic 
Welfare State and to end poverty in the country.

Bilal Hussain

Democracy is 
in the blood of 

Muslims, 
who look upon 

complete equal-
ity of mankind 
and believe in 

fraternity, 
equality and 

liberty.

Quaid-e-Azam

Election 2018: 
Coalition Government likely

www.theasiantelegraph.net

Vol # I  Issue I

8 PagesWeekly 13th - 19th July 3

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s

/asian_telegraph /theasiantelegraph /company/theasiantelegraph .theasiantelegraph.net Special Supplement      | 8 Pages

/asian_telegraph
/theasiantelegraph
/company/theasiantelegraph
.theasiantelegraph.netF

o
ll

o
w

 u
s



Manifestos Launched with 
Inclusive Policies

Institutions Playing Key Role to Ensure 
Transparent Polls 

Election Promises, Pledges Remain Largely Unfulfilled

Strengthen democracy 
Peace within and without country
Consolidating growth; Expand industrial base
Ensuring food security
Promoting regional trade

All the stake holders have expressed their 
resolve to hold free and fair elections in the 
country. In this regard the key institutions, the 
army, judiciary and the Election Commission 
of Pakistan are playing their role. 

This is the second consective election, which 
will ensure the democratic process and it will 
be the second time that security forces will per-
form responsibilities during elections going 
to be held on 25th of this month. There will 
be no direct involvement of security forces in 
voting process, but they will be deputed just 
to maintaining law and order situation during 
elections, which has been clarified by DG ISPR 
in his press talk. Pakistan Army will perform re-
sponsibilities as a rapid response force to en-

sure the secure conduct of general elections. 
Army personnel will be stationed for securing 
logistics and printing of ballot papers by the 
election commission. 
The judiciary’s role in transparent elections 
cannot be underscored. Its major decisions 
have led to disqualification of corrupt leaders 
and Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar has ex-
pressed that the Supreme Court will be playing 
its due role to ensure fair and free elections are 
held this year.
 “With the assistance of senior lawyers, we will 
examine the role of the apex court for ensur-
ing elections,” the CJP was quoted as saying. 
“The bureaucracy also has a key role for en-
suring fair and free elections. The officials will 
be shifted from one province to another before 
the elections,” he added.

The Election Commission of Pakistan for en-
suring free polls has decided to involve judicial 
officers as returning officers and district return-
ing officers in the next general polls.
The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
has proceeded to assign the roles of ROs and 
DROs to district, sessions, additional sessions, 
civil, and senior civil judges for the reason that 
previous officers were infamous for partial pol-
itics.
ECP has also issued code of conduct for se-

curity forces deputed for election duties. ECP 
had a perfect guideline in the shape of Election 
Commission Act with regard to security. The 
Army personnel will be deployed inside and 
outside the polling station. They will be bound 
to report any irregular activity in the polling 
station done by either by candidate, voter or 
even the ECP staff to returning officer. And if 
action is not taken against the complaint, they 
are bound to report this to their seniors.

Unfortunately for masses, many of the pledges 
and promises made by political parties during 
their election campaigns remain just a prom-
ise. Here is a run -down of the promises made 
in election 2013 by major parties:
Despite claims to have expertise in economic 
management, the PML-N’s latest government 
managed to achieve only 20% of its macro-
economic promises it made in election 2013, 
revealed a study conducted by the Institute of 
Policy Reforms (IPR).
On the other hand, Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) achieved 20% of its target in education 
and 33% in health in Sindh. PTI has always 
portrayed itself as the party of change and 
has claimed to offer new ideas and a fresh 
approach. The question surrounding the party 
has always been if it could follow through on 
its promises. The study reviewed manifestos 
of three major political parties during election 
2013, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), PPP and 

PML-N. “In five years, each of the three po-
litical parties delivered about one-quarter of 
what they had promised in 2013,” revealed 
the study.
All parties seem to have stumbled, as by 2016 
the national literacy and enrolment rates had 
witnessed a drop in Pakistan. The situation is 
not much different for other sectors. Soft and 
physical infrastructure development was most-
ly well behind needs, except for favoured proj-
ects. Promises to reduce cost of doing business 
did not materialise. During the five years, Paki-
stan’s rank dropped in the World Bank’s Eas-
ing of Doing Business Report and stayed low 
in UNDP’s Human Development Index. Both 
are key indicators of economic development.
Although the PML-N did manage to increase 
power generation, it did not address power 
policy and governance weaknesses. Similarly, 
PPP handed over land to over 4,000 landless 
peasants and made good on its promise for 
labour rights. The successful tree plantation 
and progress in health services were some 
achievements made by PTI.
However, these gains fall far short of what the 
parties had proposed.
The manifestos need to be translated into 
policies, programmes or projects as soon as 

parties assume power. “It is not clear if par-
ties were realistic in setting targets. There is no 
effort to relate manifesto ideals to available fi-
nancial and institutional resources.”
Again, on 25 July, elections 2018 are going to 
be held. In this regard major three parties, PTI, 
PML-N, and PPP have presented their party 
manifestos. Although the manifestos look very 
comprehensive but lack comprehensive strate-
gy or any need to prioritise. It is also unlucky 
for any government to deliver on everything, 
hence a strategy can help decision makers pri-
oritise and sequence. 
For the PML-N, which launched its own mani-
festo last week, the promise is to deliver more 
of the same. The manifesto certainly has some 
brave policy proposals, such as suggesting an 
improvement in ties with India and focusing 
even more than before on China.
 But given the many hurdles the party seems 
to be facing this election season, it is an open 
question if it will ever have the opportunity to 
implement its ideas. The PTI, meanwhile, is be-
lieved to hold the upper hand in the run-up 
to the polls. Thus, its manifesto matters even 
more than that of other parties, which is filled 
with the same Naya Pakistan sloganeering.
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Human development 
Economic uplift
Corruption eradication
Strengthening the federation

Bhook Mitao Program
Boost economic growth for healthcare and education
Provision of clean drinking water
Invest in youth, working class, women and children
Deepen democracy and freedom of speech

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) Manifesto.

Vote Ko Izzat Do

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 
Manifesto.

Roti, Kapra, Aur Makan

Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Manifsto.

Do Nahi Aik Pakistan
Ishrat Begum
Ishrat Begum from Bara Majwar is contest-
ing elections from NA 167 Bahawalnagar 
against the mighty leaders including PML-N  
candidate former MNA Mian Alamdad La-
lika, former MNA Ijaz ul Haque, PPP s can-
didate Syed Fazal Mehmood Shah and PTI 
s candidate Mian Mumtaz Ahmed for the 
first time.

Shahreen Khalid
Shahreen Khalid, an independent candi-
date contesting from NA 174 Bahawalpur, 
will be contesting against PTI s candidate 
Makhdoom Sami ul hassan, PPP s candi-
date Makhdoom Syed Hasan Gillani and 
Nawab of Bahwalpur Prince Bahawal Ab-
bas and no woman has ever dared contest 
elections from these areas.

Azra Baden
Azra Baden, from Jatoi an underprivileged 
area of Muzaffargarh is contesting as an 
independent candidate against PTI s leader 
former minister Muazzam khan jatoi and 
former MNA Syed Basit Sultan Bukhari.

Kulsoom Khaliq
Kalsoom Khaliq, contesting from NA 188 
Layyah belongs to Muhalla Ibrahimabad, 
Housing one Layyah. Although she has 
served as a journalist in Layyah, this is her 
first chance as a political candidate. Against 
her are some powerful candidates as in PTI  
candidate and former MNA Niaz Ahmed, 
PMLN s Syed Saqlain Bukhari and PPP s 
candidate Muhammad Ramzan.

Jugnu Mohsin
Jugnu Mohsin, a bold and respectable lady 
from district Okara has also defied political 
participation as an independent candidate 
against former Provincial minister Raza Ali 
Gillani. She s the first ever female to contest 
elections from this constituency.

Zartaj Gul Wazir
Zartaj Gul Wazir is contesting election as 
a Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf candidate (PTI) 
from NA-191 Dera Ghazi Khan. Zartaj Gul 
Akhwand is very active woman politician 
in PTI. She is member of PTI’s Core Com-
mittee and she also served as President of 
Punjab Woman Wing in PTI. Overall Zartaj 
Gul Wazir is one of the most beautiful and 
talented female politicians in Pakistan.

Hamida Shahid
Hamida Shahid, contesting from Dir KPK 
10 on PTI ticket is another such example of 
bravery because in 2013 elections, there 
was a restriction on women casting vote 
from this area. Hamida Shahid contesting 
elections under such circumstances is liter-
ally amazing.

Ayesha Kayani

Aneela Riazuddin

Bilal Hussain
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Election Campaign 2018
NA-53: Imran Khan

NA-61: Aamer Mehmood Kiani

NA-70: Qamar Zaman Kaira

NA-129: Sardar Ayaz Sadiq

NA-73: Usman Dar

NA-78: Abrar ul Haq

NA-78: Ahsan Iqbal

NA-124: Hamza Shahbaz Sharif

NA-206: Syed Khurshid Ahmed Shah
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Gallup Pakistan (national), 
Pulse Consultant (national) 
and IPOR (provincial) polls 
show that PML-N remains 
the preferred party among 
voters in the largest province, 
but PTI has gained ground 
and narrowed the gap sig-
nificantly. PTI remains the 
dominant party for voters in 
KPK, while PPP is ahead in 
Sindh. In Balochistan, there 
is a three-party mix. Nation-
ally polled respondent in the 
Gallup poll shows PML-N 
ahead, while the PTI has tak-

en the lead in the Pulse sur-
vey. Undecided voters to play 
decisive role in polls.
Two nationally and one pro-
vincially conducted polls 
have found voter preference 
in Punjab, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Sindh to have 
remained unchanged, stay-
ing with the same political 
parties elected to power in 
2013. In Balochistan, voter 
preference varies between 
polls. On the national level, 
polls show that the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has 
gained ground on the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz. 
The Pulse survey reveals that 
the PTI is the preferred party 
for voters across the country.
Surveys also found that unde-

cided voters have emerged 
as a key battleground for 
political parties. Gallup poll 
shows this group to be at 
20% as compared with 26% 
of respondents who would 
vote for the PML-N and 25% 
for the PTI at the national lev-
el. In the Pulse poll, the un-
decided voter group stands 
at 9% forming the fourth 
largest block after PTI at 
30%, PML-N at 27% and PPP 
at 17%. As far as provincial 
following is concerned, the 
polls revealed that PML-N 
remains the preferred party 
among voters in the largest 
province. However, PTI has 
gained momentum and nar-
rowed the gap with the pas-
sage of time.

IPOR poll, which focused 
only on Punjab, found 51 
per cent of respondents vot-
ing for the PML-N while 30 
per cent confirming their vote 
for the PTI. 5 per cent of the 
respondents selected the PPP 
for 2018 polls.
PTI remains the dominant 
party for voters in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP), while PPP is 
ahead in Sindh. Both Gallup 
and Pulse converged that PTI 
could sweep the provincial 
seats in KP with 57 per cent 
support. PML-N and JUI-F 
were found to have lesser 
supporters than PTI.
In Balochistan, there is a 
mixed support of three par-
ties – PPP, MMA/JUI-F/PTI. 
PPP is the preferred party for 

voters in Balochistan in the 
Pulse survey. MMA and JUI-F 
are ahead of other parties, 
according to Gallup.
The PPP remained the most 
preferred party in Sindh in 
both Gallup and Pulse polls. 
They found no change in 
voter preference for the par-
ty from 2017 as 44 per cent 

of the voters still expressed 
that they would vote for the 
party. The PTI’s popularity 
among voters changed very 
little while 4 per cent said 
they would be voting for the 
PML-N in the province. The 
surveys concluded that the 
people of Sindh have re-
mained loyal to the PPP.

With the general elections 
just a few days away, the ugly 
head of terrorism has once 
again reared to sabotage the 
democratic process.
With all the institutions are 
playing their due role for 
smooth democratic transition 
of the government for the 

second time in the history of 
Pakistan, the anti-state actors 
have started targeting meet-
ings, rallies, and convoys of 
candidates in KP (Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa) and Baluchistan.
Now, when the elections are 
less than two weeks away, 
terrorists have almost killed 
more than 150 people in-
cluding the political candi-
dates. 
The first attack that reported-
ly involved a bomb planted 
on a motorcycle hit the MMA 

(Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal) 
leader Shiren Malik in Ban-
nu. Shiren Malik along with 
six other people was injured. 
The victims were then taken 
to DHQ hospital Bannu.
The second brutal terrorist 
incident took place when a 
suicide bomber hit the polit-
ical gathering of ANP (Awa-
mi National Party) candidate 
Haroon Bilour in Peshawar 
on July 10. The attack result-
ed in the martyrdom of 22 
people among which one 

was PK-78 leader Haroon 
Bilour. Sadly, Haroon’s fa-
ther Bashir Bilour who was a 
senior ANP leader was also 
martyred in a suicide attack 
in 2012. Political parties 
from Pakistan condemned 
this suicide attack. PPP leader 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari also 
suspended the campaigning 
for elections 2018 for one 
day.
Another MMA leader Akram 
Khan Durrani who is con-
testing from NA-35 Bannu 

became the target of the ter-
rorists. The politician luckily 
survived the attack, but four 
other people were martyred 
as a result of it.
The worst attack that took 
away more than 128 pre-
cious lives targeted BNP (Ba-
lochistan Awami Party) leader 
Nawazada Siraj Raisani. This 
suicide attack that martyred 
Siraj Raisani, the youngest 
brother of former Chief Min-
ister Baluchistan Aslam Rai-
sani ran a wave of mourning 

in the entire country. The de-
ceased was to contest from 
NA-35 Mastung. According 
to media reports, Raisani’s 
14 years old son had also 
lost his life in a 2011 suicide 
attack that also took place in 
Mastung.
In order to get rid of these 
remnants of terror, there is 
a need of cohesion between 
the government, the security 
agencies and also the polit-
ical parties.

PMLN-PTI
Fighting For Punjab

Uzma Khaliq

Ch. Arslan

Anti-State Elements Sabotaging Democratic Process
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France snatch World Cup glory from 
Croatia to win the second title

France become new world cham-
pions after a final game that has 
featured a series of  firsts includ-
ing an own goal and a penalty 
awarded after a video review.
Earlier, Paul Pogba gave France a 
3-1 lead over Croatia in the World 
Cup final with a goal in the 59th 
minute.
The first half  ended with thunder 
rolling over Moscow after France 
regained the lead from an An-
toine Griezmann penalty in the 
38th minute following the first 
use of  video review in a World 
Cup final.

Four people dressed in suits in-
vaded the pitch during the second 
half. The four, who seemed to be 
wearing peaked caps, approached 
players and one appeared to share 
a high five with a France player.
Stewards dragged the people off  
the field after a total disruption 
of  almost a minute while France 
was leading 2-1.
France had taken the lead in the 
18th through Mario Mandzukic’s 
own-goal the first in a World Cup 
final and a record 12th in the 
tournament off  a Griezmann free 
kick, before Croatia’s Ivan Perisic 
equalized with a fierce left-foot 
strike 10 minutes later. Perisic 
was also the player who conced-
ed the penalty with a handball at 
a corner. It is already the high-
est-scoring World Cup final since 
France won its only previous title 
in 1998, beating Brazil 3-0.

Croatia is playing in the World 
Cup final for the first time.
French fans have packed the Par-
is fan zone, which holds 90,000, 
near the Eiffel Tower to watch 
the World Cup final between 
France and Croatia.
Orio Hamra from the Paris re-
gion says, “Yes, I have faith ... 
They’re hungry and 20 years on, 
it would be beautiful if  they won 
the Cup.” Les Bleus’ last World 
Cup victory was in 1998.
The 2022 World Cup is to be held 
in Qatar in November and De-
cember before 48 teams take part 
in the 2026 edition. Even if  Ire-
land make it in four years’ time, 
it’s hard to escape the feeling it 
will never be this much fun again.
We’ll be bringing you all of  the 
action from the Luzhniki Stadi-
um, so for one last time - here’s 
to a good one.

Pakistan beat Zim-
babwe to take un-
beatable 3-0 lead in 
ODI series

Pakistan sealed a series win 
after strolling to a nine-wicket 
victory over Zimbabwe in the 
third one-day international on 
Wednesday. Pakistan seamer 
Faheem Ashraf  took a career 
best five for 22 as the hosts 
were skittled for just 67.The 
total was the home side´s 
lowest ever against Pakistan, 
and the lowest ever recorded 
in 78 ODIs at Queens Sports 
Club. In reply opener Fakhar 
Zaman then hit an undefeat-
ed 43 as Pakistan needed just 
10 overs to seal victory and 
take an unbeatable 3-0 lead in 
the five-game series.

The ‘Games of  Thrones’ 
make a storming comeback
“The Game of  Thornes”, after a 
gap of  one year made a striking 
comeback. The show   dominated 
the current year’s Emmy nomina-
tions with an incredible 22 nods. 
The raving success HBO show, 
which returns for a shortened 
eighth and final season next year, 
will compete once again for the 
coveted best drama series prize, 
several acting trophies and a slew 
of  technical awards. 
The show about respectable 
families competing for the Iron 
Throne faces an extreme test 
from enduring most loved drama 
portray indicate “Saturday Night 
Live” and HBO stablemate “West 
world” with 21 nominations each. 
The Television Academy’s 22,000-
plus members spent two weeks in 
June sifting through more than 
9,000 entries to choose nominees 
for the Emmys, the small-screen 

equivalent of  the Oscars.
“The continued growth of  the in-
dustry has provided opportunities 
for acclaimed new programs to 
emerge, while allowing last sea-
son’s breakthrough programs to 
thrive,” said academy chairman 
Hayma Washington. The Emmys 
recognize programs shown in the 
year to May 31, meaning some 
of  the usual heavy hitters -- from 
“Better Call Saul” to “House of  
Cards” and “Veep” -- are absent 
this time around.

Google pays homage to Mehdi 
Hassan on 91st birthday
stan’s legendary ghazal singer 
Google paid tribute to Paki -

Mehdi Hassan with its doodle 
feature on his 91st birthday 
(July 18) . Google honours 
prominent personalities and 
occasions with special logos 
that it calls ‘doodles’.
In the past, Google also paid 
tribute to Pakistan’s prominent 
personalities, Nusrat Fateh Ali 
khan, Abdul Sattar Edhi, Noor 
Jehan, Nazia Hassan and many 
others.
Shahenshah Ghazal, Mehdi 
Hassan was born on July 18, 
1927 in a village called “Luna” 
in Rajasthan, India.
The legendary Ghazal singer 
landed his first musical per -
formance on Radio Pakistan 
in 1957, primarily as a thumri 
singer, which earned him rec-

ognition within the musical 
fraternity. 
After that, he never looked 
back, going on to sing ghazals 
and playback songs for Paki -
stani movies. Mehdi Hassan  
is world-wide considered the 
best ghazal singer of  all time.
He was honored with numer-

ous awards including Nis-
han-e-Imtiaz, Tamgha-e-Imti-
az, Pride of  Performance and 
Hilal-e-Imtiaz by the Govern-
ment of  Pakistan.
Hassan died on June 13, 2012 
after a protracted illness in a 
hospital in Karachi.

Earthquake reveals 1,000-year-
old Aztec Temple
A devastating earthquake that 
rocked central Mexico in Sep-
tember last year has revealed the 
remnants of  a temple inside an 
Aztec pyramid.
The temple, dedicated to the 
rain god Tlaloc, was unearthed 
by archaeologists using radar 
technology.
It is located deep within the Te -
opanzolco pyramid in the city 
of  Cuernavaca in Morelos state.
Experts from the National In-
stitute of  Anthropology and 
History (INAH) in Mexico say 
the structure probably dates 
back to around 1150.
The site was used by the Tlahui -
ca people who lived in Morelos.
A ceramic remains and an in -
cense burner belonging to the 
culture were also found.
Experts say the temple would 

have been around six metres 
long and four metres wide.
Barbara Koniecza, of  the 
INAH, said: “The pyramid suf-
fered considerable rearrange-
ment of  the core of  its struc -
ture.” She added: “The floor 
of  both shrines sank and were 

bent, which also put their stabil -
ity in danger.”
The 7.1-magnitude earthquake 
struck central Mexico on 19 
September 2017 and killed 369 
people, mostly in the capital 
Mexico City.

China’s ZTE
US lifts order against 

The US has lifted an order that 
blocked Chinese tech giant ZTE 
from doing business with US 
companies, forcing the firm to 
halt major operations. US Pres-
ident Donald Trump had inter-
vened to end the ban, which was 
imposed in April and tied to ZTE 
violations of  US sanctions against 
Iran and North Korea. 
Instead, the US said ZTE would 
be fined and forced to shake up 
its management. The US Com-
merce Department said the firm 
had now complied with all steps. 
ZTE paid a $1bn penalty last 
month and has now placed an 
additional $400m in a holding ac -
count against further violations, 
the Commerce Department said 
on Friday. “While we lifted the 
ban on ZTE, the Department 
will remain vigilant as we closely 
monitor ZTE’s actions to ensure 
compliance with all US laws and 
regulations,” US Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross said.
ZTE, China’s second-largest tele-
coms manufacturer, depends on 
American-made components for 
the production of  its handsets. It 
suspended major operations this 
spring after the US imposed the 
ban. The US said the firm had 

lied about punishing employees 
involved in violating US sanctions 
against North Korea and Iran. 
President Trump asked the US 
Commerce Department to recon-
sider the ban in May at the request 
of  Chinese President Xi Jinping. 
The decision was controversial in 
the US. Some politicians in Con-
gress are trying to take action to 
reinstate the original penalty, cit -
ing national security concerns 
about the company. “ZTE should 
be put out of  business,” Senator 
Marco Rubio, a Republican from 
Florida, said on Friday. “We must 
put American jobs and national 
security first, which is why I have 

urged NDAA conferees to en-
sure the bipartisan provision to 
reinstate penalties against ZTE 
is included in the final bill.” The 
US has said the new penalty is sig -
nificant. ZTE also paid the US al -
most $900m in 2017 for the sanc -
tions violations. The ZTE saga 
comes at a tense time in US-China 
relations. The US government on 
6 July placed tariffs on $34bn of  
Chinese goods, prompting China 
to levy tariffs of  equal size on US 
imports. White House escalated 
the dispute this week by listing 
another $200bn worth of  Chinese 
products it plans to hit with tariffs 
as soon as September.

Center of  Pakistan and Inter-
national Relations (COPAIR) 
organized a tree plantation 
activity to promote Green 
Pakistan. The saplings were 
planted in Gulberg Islam-
abad, one of  the leading 
housing schemes of  Pakistan, 
which has been designed on 
the principles of  sustainable 
development. A large num-

ber of  people from civil so-
ciety, businessmen and poli-
ticians joined hands together 
to plant trees in Gulberg Is-
lamabad joined hands with 
COPAIR.
Ms. Amna Malik, President 
COPAIR led the tree planta-
tions drive. She highlighted 
that the inspiration behind 
this initiative is to make Pa-

kistan green and support 
Gulberg Islamabad with its 
Green Saviour initiative. Cen-
ter of  Pakistan and Interna-
tional Relations (COPAIR) 
President praised that this is 
the only housing scheme in 
Pakistan designed on sustain-
able urban design to promote 
green housing project.




